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S    E    C    T.        I. 

IF  Chaucer  had  not  exiftcd,  the  compofitions  of  John 
Gower,  the  next  poet  in  fucceilion,  would  alone  have  been 
fufficient  to  refcue  the  reigns  of  Edward  the  third  and 
Richard  the  fecond  from  the  imputation  of  barbarifm.  His 
education  was  liberal  and  uncircumfcribed,  his  courfe  of 
reading  extenfive,  and  he  tempered  his  feverer  ftudies  with  a 
knowledge  of  life.  By  a  critical  cultivation  of  his  native 
language,  he  laboured  to  reform  its  irregularities,  and  to 
eftablifh  an  Englifh  ftyle  *.  In  thefe  refpefts  he  refembled  his 
friend  and  cotemporary  Chaucer  *":  but  he  participated  no 
confiderable  portion  of  Chaucer's  fpirit,  imagination,  and 

*  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  pag.  342*  ter  nven,  as  Gower  furvived  him.   Chaooer 

^  It  is  certain  that  they  both  lived  and  died  Odlober  25,  1400,  aged  72  years* 

wrote  toraher.     But  I  have  coniidered  Gowcr  died,  1402* 

Chaucer  nrft,  among  other  roafoas  hereaf- 

VoL  II.  ^  elegance. 
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elegance.  His  language  -  is  tolerably  perfpicuous,  and  his 
verfification  often  harmonious :  but  his  poetry  is  of  a  grave 
and  fententious  turn.  He  has  much  good  fenfe,  folid  re- 
flexion, and  ufeful  obfervation.  But  he  is  ferious  and  di- 
daftic  on  all  occafions  :  he  preferves  the  tone  of  the  fcholar 
and  the  moralift  on  the  moft  lively  topics.  For  this  reafon 
he  feems  to  have  been  charafterifed  by  Cliaucer  with  the 
appellation  of  the  morall  Gower  *.  But  his  talent  is  not 
confined  to  Englifti  verfe  only.  He  wrote  alfo  in  Latin ; 
and  copied  Ovid's  elegiacs  with  fome  degree  of  purity,  and 
with  fewer  falfe  quantities  and  corrupt  phrafes,  than  any  of 
our  ^ountrym^n  had  yet  exhibited  fmce  the  twelfth  century. 

Gower's  capital  work,  confifting  of  three  parts,  only  the 
laft  of  which  properly  fumiflies  matter  for  our  prefent  en- 
quiry, is  entitled  Speculum  Meditantis,  Vox  Clamantis, 
CoNFESsio  Amantis.  It  was  finifhed,  at  leafl  the  third 
part,  in  the  year  1393  **•  The  Speculum  Meditantis,  or 
the  Mirrour  of  Meditatkriy  is  written  in  French  rhymes,  in  ten 
books  \  This  traft,  which  was  never  printed,  difplays  the 
general  nature  of  virtue  and  vice,  enumerates  the  felicities  of 
conjugal  fidelity  by  examples  felefted  from  various  authors, 
and  defcribes  the  path  which  the  reprobate  ought  to  purfue 
for  the  recovery  of  the  divine  grace.  The  Vox  Clamantis, 
or  the  Voice  of  one  crying  in  tbeWildernefsj  which  was  alfo  never 
printed,  contains  feven  books  of  Latin  elegiacs.  This  work 
is  chiefly  hiflorical,  and  is  little  more  than  a  metrical  chro- 
nicle of  the  infurreftion  of  the  commons  in  the  reign  of 
king  Richard  the  fecond.  The  beft  and  moft  beautiful  ma- 
nufcript  of  it  is  in  the  library  of  All  Souls  college  at  Oxford  5 
with  a  dedication  in  Latin  verfej  addrefled  by  the  author^ 

<^Troil.  CreiT.  ad  calc.  pag.  333.  edit.  daie  of  March,  ann.  1554.  folio.    This 

Urr.  lit  fnpr.  edition  is  here  always  cited. 

^  Confess.  Amant.  Prol.  fol.  i.  a.  «  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  Bodl.  NE.  F.  8.  9. 

col.  I.     Imprinted  at  London,  in  Flete-  And  MSS.  Fsdrf.  3. 


i(rete»    by  Thomas  Berthelette,  the  xii. 


when 
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wirtn  he  was  old  and  blind,  to  archbifliop  Arundel '.  The 
CoNFESSio  Amantis,  OF  thc  Lover's  Confeffion^  is  an  Englifh 
poem,  in  eight  books,  firft  printed  by  Caxton,  in  the  year 
1483.  It  was  written  at  the  command  of  Richard  the  fecond; 
who  meeting  our  poet  Gower  rowing  on  the  Thames  near 
London,  invited  him  into  the  royal  barge,  and  after  much 
converfation  requefted  him  to  bookfome  nenotbing^. 

This  tripartite  work  is  reprefented  by  three  volumes  on 
Gower's  curious  tomb  in  the  conventual  church  of  Saint 
Mary  Overee  in  Southwark,  now  remaining  in  its  antient 
(late  \  and  this  circumftance  furaifhes  me  with  an  obvious 
opportunity  of  adding  an  anecdote  relating  to  our  poet's 
munificence  and  piety,  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  Al* 
though  a  poet,  he  largely  contributed  to  rebuild  that  church 
in  its  prefent  elegant  form,  and  to  render  it  a  beautiful 
pattern  of  the  lighter  Gothic  archite6lure :  at  the  fame  time 
he  founded,  at  his  tomb,  a  perpetual  chantry. 

It  is  on  the  laft  of  thefe  pieces,  the  Confessio  Amantis, 
that  Gower's  charafter  and  reputation  as  a  poet  are  almoft 
entirely  founded.  This  poem,  which  bears  no  immediate 
reference  to  the  other  two  divifions,  is  a  dialogue  between  a 
lover  and  his  confeffor,  who  is  a  prieft  of  Venus,  and,  like 
the  myftagogue  in  the  Picture  of  Cebes,  is  called  Genius. 
Here,  as  if  it  had  been  impoflible  for  a  lover  not  to  be  a  good 
catholic,  the  ritual  of  religion  is  applied  to  the  tender  pailion, 
and  Ovid*s  Art  of  Lore  is  blended  with  the  breviary.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  confeflion,  every  evil  afFeftion  of  the  human 
heart,  which  may  tend  to  impede  the  progrefs  or  counteract 
the  fuccefs  of  love,  is  fcientifically  fubdivided ;  and  its  fatal 
efFefts  exemplified  by  a  variety  of  appofite  ftories,  extracted 

^  MSS.  Nam.  26.    It  occurs  more  than  by  the  following  line,  MSS.  Bodl.  294. 
once  in  the  Bodleian  library ;  and,  I  be-         Hos  ego  bis  den o  Ricardi  regis  in  anno, 
lifeve,  often  in  private  hands.    There  is  a  «  To  the  Redek,  in  Bcrthlette's  edi- 

finemanufcriptof  it  intheBritifliMufeum.  tion.    From  the  Prolog V£.     See  fupr. 

It  was  written  in  the  year  1397,  as  appears  vol.  i.  p.  539.  Notes. 

B  2  from 
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from  clafllcs  and  chronicles.  The  poet  often  introduces  or 
recapitulates  his  matter  in  a  few  couplets  of  Latin  long  and 
fhort  verfes.     This  was  in  imitation  of  Boethius. 

This  poem  is  ftrongly  tinftured  with  thofe  pedantic  afi- 
feftations  concerning  the  paflion  of  love,  which  the  French 
and  Italian  poets  of  the  fourteenth  century  borrowed  from 
the  troubadours  of  Provence,  and  which  I  have  above  exa- 
mined at  large.  But  the  writer's  particular  model  appears 
more  immediately  to  have  been  John  of  Meun's  celebrated 
RoMAUNT  DE  LA  RosE.  He  has,  however,  feldom  attempted 
to  imitate  the  pi6turefquc  imageries,  and  exprcflive  perfonifi- 
cations,  of  that  exquifite  allegory.  His  mod  ftriking  pour- 
traits,  which  yet  are  conceived  with  no  powers  of  creation^ 
nor  delineated  with  any  fertility  of  fancy,  are  Idleness,  Ava- 
rice, MicHERiE  or  Thieving,  and  Negligence,  the  fecretary 
of  Sloth  \  Inftead  of  boldly  cloathing  thefe  qualities  with 
corporeal  attributes,  aptly  and  poetically  imagined,  he  coldly 
yet  fenfibly  defcribes  their  operations,  and  enumerates  their 
properties.  What  Gower  wanted  in  invention,  he  fupplied 
from  his  common-place  book ;  which  appears  to  have  been 
ftored  with  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  inftruftive  maxims, 
pleafant  narrations,  and  philofophical  definitions.  It  feems 
to  have  been  his  obje£t  to  croud  all  his  erudition  into  this 
elaborate  performance.  Yet  there  is  often  fome  degree  of 
contrivance  and  art  in  his  manner  of  introducing  and 
adapting  fubjefts  of  a  very  diftant  nature,  and  which  are 
totally  foreign  to  his  general  defign. 

In  the  fourth  book,  our  confelTor  turns  chemift  ^  and  dif- 
courfing  at  large  on  the  Hermetic  fcience,  developes  its 
principles,  and  expofes  its  abufes,  with  great  penetration  *. 
He  delivers  the  do^rines  concerning  the  vegetable,  mineral. 


^  Lib.  iv.  f.  62.  a.  coh  i,   Lib.  v.  f.  94.  a.  col.  i.   lib.  iv.  f.  68.  ai  col*  !•   Lib.  t. 
fc  1 19.  a  col.  2. 
>Uh,  iv,  f.  76.  b.  cpl  «. 

and 
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and  animal  ftones,  to  which  Falftaffc  alludes  in  Shakcfpeare*, 
with  amazing  accuracy  and  pcrfpicuity ' ;  although  this 
doftrine  was  adopted  from  fyftems  then  in  vogue,  as  we 
fhall  fee  below.  In  another  place  he  applies  the  Argo- 
nautic  expedition  in  fearch  of  the  golden  fleece,  which  he 
relates  at  length,  to  the  fame  vifionary  philofophy".  Gower 
very  probably  conduced  his  affociate  Chaucer  into  thefe  pro- 
found myfteries,  which  had  been  juft  opened  to  our  country- 
men by  the  books  of  Roger  Bacon ". 

In  the  feventh  book,  the  whole  circle  of  the  Ariftotelic 
philofophy  is  explained;  which  our  lover  is  defirous  to  learn^ 
fuppofing  that  the  importance  and  variety  of  its  fpeculations 
might  conduce  to  footh  his  anxieties  by  diverting  and  en- 
gaging his  attention.  Such  a  difcuifion  was  not  very  likely 
to  afford  him  much  confolation :  efpeciaUy,  as  hardly  a  fingle 
ornamental  digreilion  is  admitted,  to  decorate  a  field  na^ 
turally  fo  deftitute  of  flowers.  Almoft  the  only  one  is  the 
following  defcription  of  the  chariot  and  crown  of  the  fun ; 
in  which  the  Arabian  ideas  concerning  precious  flones  are 
interwoven  with  Ovid's  fiftions  and  the  claflical  mythology. 

Of  golde  gliftrende  •,  fpoke  and  whele. 
The  Sonne  his  Carte '  hath,  faire  and  wele  > 
In  which  he  fit,  and  is  croned 
With  bright  ftones  environed : 
Of  which,  if  that  I  fpeke  fliall 
There  be '  tofore,  infpeciall ', 
Set  in  the  front  of  his  corone, 
Thre  ftones,  which  no  perfone 

■^FalftafTenientionsaphilofopher'sorche-  C&emtc.  p.  484.  edit.  Lond^  1652.  410; 
mi!C%t^ofl»mes.  SeeP.Henr.iv.A^iii.Sc.  '  Ibid.  i.  yj.  a.  col.  i. 

%•    Our  author  abundantly  confinns  dodor  'b  Lib.  v.  f.  10 1.  a.  feq. 

Warbiirton't  explication  of  this  paflage^  "  See  riii>r.  vol.  i.  p.  42$. 

which  the  reft  of  the  commentators  do  not  *  Gliftering.  p  Chariot, 

leemtohavemiderftood,  SecAflun.Thcat^  ^Bcfbrt,  '  Above  all; 

Hath 


THE      HISTORY      OF 

Hath  upon  erth :  and  the  firft  is 

By  name  cleped  Leucachatis  ^ 

That  other  two  cleped  thus 

Aftroites  and  Ceraunus, 

In  his  corone;  and  alfo  byhynde. 

By  olde  bokes>  as  I  fynd, — 

There  ben  of  worthy  flones  three* 

£et  eche  of  hem  in  his  degree ; 

Whereof  a  Criftelle  is  that  one. 

Which  that  corone  is  fett  upon^ 

The  fecond  is  an  Adamant ; 

The  third  is  noble  and  avenant  \ 

Which  cleped  is  Idriades — 

And  over  this  yet  nathelefs  \ 

Upon  the  fidis  of  the  werfce. 

After  the  writynge  of  the  clerke  % 

There  fitten  five  ftones  mo  •'j 

The  Smaragdine  is  one  of  tho  % 

Jafpis,  and  Helitropius, 

And  Vandides,  anji  Jacinftus. 

Lo  !  thus  the  corone  is  befet. 

Whereof  it  fhineth  wel  the  bet  ^. 

And  in  fuch  wife,  his  light  to  fpreadc» 

Sit»  with  his  diademe  on  heade. 

The  Sonne,  ihinende  in  his  carte : 

And  for  to  lead  him  fwithe  *  and  fmarte. 

After  the  bright  daies  lawe. 

There  ben  ordained  for  to  drawe 

Four  hors  his  chare,  and  him  withall, 

WhereofF  the  names  tell  I  fliall : 

Eritheus  the  firft  is  bote  % 

The  whiche  is  redde,  and  fhineth  bote  j 

'BeautifiiL        <  Still  farther.        •  The  phiblbplier.        ""Move.        'Them. 
r  Much  better.       »  Swi&       •  Named. 


The 
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The  ieeond  A^leos  the  bright 
Lampes  the  third  courfer  hight. 
And  Philogeus  is  the  ferth  \    . 
That  bf  ingen  light  unto  this  erth 
And  gone  fo  fwift  upon  the  heven^  5cc  % 

Our  author  dofes  this  courfe  of  the  Ariftotelic  philofoph^ 
with  a  fyftem  of  politics  *  i  not  taken  from  Ariftotle's  ge- 
nuine treatife  on  that  fubjefl,  but  from  the  firft  chapter  of  a 
fpurioua  compilation  entitled^  Segretum  Secretorum  Aris- 
TOTELis  %  addreffed  under  the  name  of  Ariftotle  to  his  pupil 
Alexander  the  Great,  and  printed  at  Bononia  in  the  year 
1 516.  A  work,  treated  as  genuine,  and  explained  with  a 
learned  glofs,  by  Roger  Bacon ' :  and  of  the  higheft  reputation 
in  Gower's  age,  as  it  was  tranfcribed,  and  iiluftrated  with  a 
commentary,  for  the  ufe  of  king  Edward  the  third,  by  his 
chaplain  Walter  de  Millemete,  prebendary  of  the  collegiate 
church  of  Glafeney  in  Cornwall  '•  Under  this  head,  our  au- 
thor takes  an  opportunity  of  giving  advice  to  a  weak  yet 
amiable  prince^  his  patron  king  Richard  the  fecond,  on  a. 
fubjedl  of  the  moft  difficult  and  delicate  nature,  with  much 
freedom  and  dignity.  It  might  alfa  be  proved,  that  Gower, 
through  this  detail  of  the  fciences,  copied  in  many  other 
articles  the  Secretum  Secretorum  ;  which  is  a  fort  of  an 
abridgement  of  the  Ariftotelic  philofophy,  filled  with  many 
Arabian  innovations  and  abfurdities,  and  enriched  with  an 
appendix  concerning  the  choice  of  wines,  phlebotomy,  juftice, 
public  notaries,  tournaments,  and  phyfiognomj^pather  than 
from  the  Latin  tranflations  of  Ariftotle.    It  iaRident,  that 


lognomj^^t 
t.  It  iJRid 
of  the  three 


he  copied  from  this  work  the  doftrine  of  the  three  chemical 

^  Fourth.    ^  Lib.  vii.  f.  145.  b*  col.  1. 1».  s  Tanner  Bibl.  p.  527.    It  is  cited  by 

*  Lib.  vii.  f.  151.  a.   ^^  i^r.tn  Bradwardiney  a  famous*  Englifh  theologift, 

*  See  fapr.  voL  i.  p.  132.  Notes,  t*  in  bis  grand  work  de  Cav^ a  Dei.    He 
'  See  Woody  Hift.  Andqoit.  Univ*  Oxon.  died  1 349. 

lib.  i.  p.  15.  coL  I. 

flones^ 
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ftoncs,  mentioned  above*.  That  part  of  our  author's  isiftro^ 
nomy,  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  the  magician  Ne£tabanus  in- 
ftru6ling  Alexander  the  Great,  when  a  youth,  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  fifteen  flars,  and  their  refpeftive  plants  and 
precious  ftones,  appropriated  to  the  operations  of  natural 
magic  S  feems  to  be  borrowed  from  Callifthenes,  the  fabulous 
writer  of  the  life  of  Alexander  ^.  Yet  many  wonderful  in- 
ventions, which  occur  in  this  romance  of  Alexander,  are  alio 
to  be  found  in  the  Secretum  Secretorum  :  particularly  the 
iiflion  of  Alexander's  Stentorian  hora,  mentioned  above» 
which  was  heard  at  the  diftance  of  (ixty  miles  \  and  of  which 
Kircher  has  ^ven  a  curious  reprefentation  in  his  Phonurgia, 
copied  from  an  antient  picture  of  this  gigantic  inftrument, 
belonging  to  a  manufcript  of  the  Secretum  Secretorum, 
preferved  in  the  Vatican  library ". 

It  is  pretended  by  the  myftic  writers,  that  Ariftotle  in 
his  old  age  reviewed  his  books,  and  digefled  his  philofophy 
into  one  fyftem  or  body,  which  he  fent,  in  the  form  of  an 
epiftle,  to  Alexander.  This  is  the  fuppofititious  traft  of 
which  I  have  been- f]peaking ;  and  it  is  thus  defcribed  by 
Lydgate^  who  has  tranflated  a  part  of  it. 

Title  of  this  boke  Lapis  Philosophorum, 

Namyd  alfo  De  Regimine  Principum, 

Of  philofophres  Secretum  Secretorum. — 

^  There  is  an  Epiille  under  the  ntme  of  i^  Or  from  flAidoos  books  attxiboted  to 

Alexander  the  Greiat,  Di  Lapide  PbiU/opbo^  Alexander  the  Greats  Eh/epttm  Her  bis  fep^ 

rum,  among  the  ScaiPToass  Chbmici  tern  Plamtarum^  &c.      See  Fabric.  Bibl. 

artis  auriferat  Brfb  I593*  torn*  i.      And  Gt.  torn.  ii.  p.  206.     See  fopr.  vol.  i.  p. 

edit.  1610.     SciWh^f  Note^.  129.    And  p.  223. Notes,  f.     Calli^enes 

I  have  mentione(Pa  Latin  romance  of  is  mentioned  twice  in  this  poear»  Lib.  vii. 

Alexander's  life,  as  printed  bv  Frederick  f.  139.  b.  col.  2.     And  vi.  f.  139.  b.  col. 

Corfellis,  about  1468.  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  131.  2.   See  a  chapter  of  Callifthenes  and  Alex- 

On  examination,  that  imprellion  is  (aid  to  ander,  in  Lydgate's  Fall  op  Princes, 

be  finifhed  Decemb.  17,  1468.   Unluckityy  B.  iv«  ch.  i.  feq.  fol.  99.  edit,  ut  infr* 
the  feventeenth  day  of  December  was  a  '  See  fopr.  vol.  i.  p.  132, 

Sondayithat  year.    A  manifeft  proof  ihat  "Pag.  14.0.    See  SEcasTVM  Score- 

the  name  of  Corfellis  was  forged*  •  torum^  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  Bodl.  D.  i.  5* 

'  Lib>  vii.  f.  148.  a.  feq.  Cap.  penult,  lib.  5. 

The 
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The  which  bookc  direft  to  the  kyng 
Alyfaundre,  both  in  the  werre  and  pees  •, 
Lyke  **  his  requcft  and  royall  commanding^ 
Fullc  accomplifhid  hy  Arijiotiles. 
Feeble  of  age.    •    -    -    -    - 

Then  follows  a  rubric  "  How  Ariftotile  declareth  to  kyngc 
«  Alyfandre  of  the  ftonys '."  It  was  early  tranflated  into 
French  profeS  and  printed  in  Englifh,  "The  Secret  of 
"  Aristotyle,  with  the  Governale  of  Princes  and  every 
"  maner  of  eftate,  with  rules  for  helth  of  body  and  foul,  very 
**  gode  to  teche  children  to  rede  Englifh,  newly  tranflated 
"  out  of  French,  and  emprented  by  Robertrf|ld  William 
**  Copland,  1528'."  This  work  will  occur  again  under 
Occleve  and  Lidgate.  There  is  alfo  another  forgery  confe- 
crated  witlj  the  name  of  Ariftotle,  and  often  quoted  by  the 
aftrologers,  which  Gower  might  have  ufed :  it  is  de  Regi* 
MINIBUS  coELESTiBus,  which  had  been  early  tranflated  from 
Arabic  into  Latin  \ 

Confidered  in  a  general  view,  the  Confessio  Amantis 
may  be  pronounced  to  be  no  unpleafing  mifcellany  of  thofe 
fliorter  tales  which  delighted  the  readers  of  the  middle  age. 
Moft  of  thefe  are  now  forgotten,  together  with  the  volumi- 
nous chronicles  in  which  they  were  recorded.  The  book 
which  appears  to  have  accommodated  our  author  with  the 
largeft  quantity  of  materials  in  this  article,  was  probably  a 
chronicle  entitled  Pantheon,  or  Memorise  Seculorum, 

"  Peace.        ^  According  to«  printed  by  Adam  lfljp»  in  folio»  in  the  year 

P  MSS.  Bibl.  Bodl.  Laud.  B.  24.  K.  1527,  and  dedicated  to  fir  Robert  Sidney. 

J 3.    Part  of  this  manufcript  ii  printed  by  is  Ariftotle's  genuine  work.    In  Grefliam 

A(hmole»  Thiatr.  Chbmic  ut  fupr.  p.  college  library  there  ii  <' Alexandri   M. 

97.    See  Julius  Bartolocc.  torn.  i.  Bibl.  Epiftols  ad  preceptorem  Arillotelem,  jfn^ 

'    '   '  '  g!i€e  fa^^ej^  MSS.   zt,     ^      


bbinic  p.  475.    And  Joann.  a  Lent*  giite  fa^^er  MSS.  52.    But  I  believ  it 

Thcol,  judaic,  p.  6.  -        ^^  Occleve'i  or  Lydgate's  jpoem  on  the  fub- 

<i  Mem.  de  Lut.  torn.  xvii.  p.  73.7.  4-t6«  je£t»  hereafter  mentioned. 

'  Oftavo.   A  work  called  Ariftotle's  Po-  »  Hotting.  BibL  Orient,  p.  255.    See 

ijTi(^;e9,prDiscovasEa  ofGovskn-  Pic.  Mirandulan.  contra  Aftrolog.  lib.  |. 

M£KT|  from  the  French  of  Louis  le  Roy>  p.  284. 

C  compiled 
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compiled  in  Latin^  partly  in  prafe  and  partly  in  vcrfc,  by 
Godfrey  of  Viterbo,  a  chaplain  and  notary  to  three  German 
emperours,  who  dkd  in  the  year  1190'.  It  commences,, 
according  to  the  eftabli(hed  praftice  of  the  hiftorians  of  this 
age»  with  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  is  brought  down  to 
the  year  1 186.  It  was  firft  printed  at  Bafilj  in  the  year  1569  \ 
The  learned  Muratori  has  not  fcrupled  to  infert  the  five  laik 
feftions  of  this  univerfal  hiftory  in  the  (eventh  tome  of  his 
writers  on  Italy''.  The  fubjeft  of  this  work,  to  ufe  the 
laborious  compiler's  own  expreflions,  is  the  whole  Old  and 
New  Teftament ;  and  all  the  emperours  and  kings,  which 
have  exifted  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  his  owa 
times :  of  whom  the  origin,  end,  names,  and  atchievements^ 
are  commemorated".  The  authors  which  our  chronicler 
profefTes  to  have  confulted  for  the  gentile  ftory,  are  only 
Jofephus,  Dion  Caffius,  Strabo,  Orofius,  Hegefippus  ^,  Sue* 
tonius,  Solinus,  and  Julius  Africanus :  among  which,  not  one 
of  the  purer  Roman  hiftorians  occurs.  Gower  alfb  feems  to 
have  ufcd  another  chrraiicle  written  by  the  fame  Godfrey^ 
never  printed,,  called  Speculum  Regum,  or  the  Mirrovr  op 
kiNGS,  which  is  almoft  as  multifarious  as  the  laft;  contain-* 
ing  a  genealogy  of  all  the  potentates,  Trojan  and  German, 
from  Noah's  flood  to  the  reign  of  the  emperour  Henry  the 
fixth,  according  to  the  chronicles  of  the  venerable  Bede, 
Eufebius,  and  Ambrofius*.    There  are  befides,  two  ancient 

*  See  fop.  vol.  !•  p*  3Si«  Notes,  h.  Aad  Pantaleon  tt  Coli^gin  printed  by  Eccard^ 

Jacob.  Qoetif.  i.  p.  740.  with  a  German  tranflatioiiy.  in  the  iirft  vo- 

"  In  tolb.    Again»  amongScriptor.de  lame  of  Scriptoris  Midii  Avt,  p* 

Reb.  Gennanidsy  by  Piftorias.  Francof.  fbt.  61^3.  945.    It  was  ctndniied  to  the  year 

1584.    And  Hanov.  idi3»    Laftly  in  a  1237,  by  Godfridns,  a  Pantakonift  monk*, 

new  edit,  of  nftoriot's  colledion  by  Stro-  This  continuation^  which  haa  confideiable 

vius>  Ratifbon.    1726.  fbl.    There  is  a  merit  as  a  hiftory>  is  extant  in  Freherns, 

chronicle*  I  believe  fometimes  confounded  Her.  Gemanicar.  tom.  i.  edit.  StmviAD. 

with  Godfrey's  Pant h bo n,  called  the  p.  335* 
Pantaleone*  from  the  creation  to  the  ^  P.  346.     *  In  proem, 

year  1 162,  aboot  which  time  it  was  com-  r  See  fupr;.  v<rf.  i.  p.  217- 

piled  by  the  Benedictine  ponks  of  Saint  *  See  Lambtcc*  ii.  p.  274. 

colle£lofs 
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colledors  of  maivellous  and  delt£table  occurrences  to  which 
our  author  is  indebted,  Caffiodorus  and  Ifidorus.  Thefe  are 
mentioned  as  two  of  the  chroniclers  which  Caxton  ufed  in 
compiling  hispRONiCLEs  op  England*.  Caffiodorus  ^  wrote,  at 
tiie  command  of  the  Gothic  king  Theodoric,  a  work  named 
Chronicon  Breve,  commencing  with  our  firft  parents,  and 
deduced  to  the  year  519,  chi^y  deduced  from  Euiebius's 
ccclefiaftic  hiftory,  the  chronicles  of  Profper  and  Jerom,  and 
Aurelius  Viftor's  Origin  of  the  Roman  nation  \  An  Italtan 
tranflation  by  Lodovico  Dolce  was  printed  in  1561  *.  Ifido- 
rus,  called  Httfpalenfis,  cited  by  Davie  and  Chaucer*,  in  the 
fcventh  century,  framed  from  the  fame  author  a  Cronicom, 
irom  Adam  ^o  the  time  of  the  emperor  Heraclius,  firft  printed 
in  the  year  1477,  ^^^  tranflated  into  Italian  under  the  titk 
of  Cronica  d*  Isidoro,  fo  foon  after  as  the  year  1480'. 

Thefe  comprehenfive  fyftems  of  all  facred  and  profane 
events,  which  in  the  middle  ages  multiplied  to  an  exceffive 
degree,  fuperfeded  the  ufc  of  the  claffics  and  other  eftabliflied 
authors,  whofe  materials  they  gave  in  a  commodious  abridge*- 
mcnt,  and  in  whofe  place,  by  felefting  thofe  ftories  only  which 
fuited  the  tafte  of  the  times,  they  fubftituted  a  more  agreeable 
kind  of  reading :  nor  was  it  by  thefe  means  only,  that  they 
greatly  contributed  to  retard  the  acquifition  of.  thofe  oma- 

*  Bale,  tpud  Lewis's  Caxton,  p.  xvii.  '  Stamptta  nel  FriuU.  It  is  Tometiiiias 
PfA  pre£  And  in  the  prologue  to  the  called  Ckrcnica  D£  sax  mvvdi  iErATi- 
FavcTvs  Temfoevm,  pnoted  at  St.  nvs,lMAGoMuNDi,  andABBaeviATio 
Albsn's  in  14S3,  one  of  the  aodiors  is  TgupoavM.  It  was  continued  by  Ifidorut 

.*'  Caffiodorus  of  the  aftyiof  emperours  and  Pacenfis  from  610  to  7C4.    This  continua* 

^  Uiahoppys.**  <ion  was  printed  in  1634,  foL  Pampelon. 

^  Set6oFPEi.AitAiiT.lib.  viLf.i56.  Under  the  title  <' Epitome  Imperatomm 

b.  col.  I .    And  onr  author  to  king  Heniy,    -  *'  vel  Arabum  Ephemeridos  una  cum  Hif- 

Uiry's  Ch.  p.  54a.  v.  330.  "  pania  Chronico.*' 

*  It  has  often  been  printed.  SeeOpBRA  Ifidore  has  likewife  left  a  hiftory  or 
Caiiodorif  dnobus  tomiSyRothomag.  1679.  chronicle  of  the  Gtths,  copied  alfo  by  our 
fbl.  author,  from  the  year  176,  to  the  death  of 

^   Compendio  di  Sefto  Rnfb,  con  la  king  Siiebut  in  the  year  628.    It  was  early 

Cl^OFiCA  DI  CASSiODoaOt  de  Fatti  de  printed.    See  it  in  Grotius's  Collecti^ 

RemBm,  kt.    In  Vtntada,  per  il  Gtolco,  Rbrum  Gothicarvm,  pag.  707.  Amft. 

1561.  4-t».  1655.  8-VQ. 

*  See  fupr.  voL  i.  p.  230,  Notes,  u. 
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xnents  of  ftyle,  and  other  arts  of  compofition,  which  aa 
attention  to  the  genuine  models  would  have  afforded,  but  by 
being  written  without  any  ideas  of  elegance,  and  in  the  moft 
barbarous  phrafeology.  Yet  produftive  as  they  were  of  theic 
and  other  inconvenient  confequences,  they  were  not  without 
their  ufe  in  the  rude  periods  of  literature.  By  gradually 
.weaning  the  minds  of  readers  from  monkifh  legends,  they 
introduced  a  relifh  for  real  and  rational  hiflory ;  and  kindling 
jan  ardour  of  inquiring  into  the  tranfaftions  of  paft  ages,  at 
length  awakened  a  curiofity  to  obtain  a  more  accurate  and 
authentic  knowledge  of  important  events  by  fearching  the 
original  authors.  Nor  are  they  to  be  entirely  neglefted  ia 
modern  and  more  polifhed  ages.  For,  befides  that  they 
contain  curious  pictures  of  the  credulity  and  ignorance  of - 
our  anceftors,  they  frequently  preferve  fa£ls  tranfcribed  from 
books  which  have  not  defcended  to  pofterity.  It  is  extremely 
probable,  that  the  plan  on  which  they  are  all  conftiudted, 
that  of  deducing  a  perpetual  hiftory  from  the  creation  to  the 
writer's  age,  was  partly  taken  from  Ovid's  Metamorphofes, 
and  partly  from  the  Bible. 

,.  In  the  mean  time  there  are  three  hiftories  of  a  lefs  general 
nature,  which  Gower  feems  more  immediately  to  have  fol* 
Iqwed  in  fome  of  his  tales.  Thefe  are  Colonna's  Romance 
of  Troy,  the  Romance  of  Sir  Lancelot,   and  the   Gesta 

ROMANORUM. 

From  Colonna^s  Romance,  which  he  calls  72^  TaletfTrok^ 
I'be  Boke  of  I'roii  \  and  fometimes  ^e  Cronike  *,  he  has  taken 

t  Of  Palamedes  and  Naunlius,  «  The  '^  la  the  ftory  of  the  Thcban  chief  C»- 

MtofTroitnjDhoforedey   Lib.  ii.  fol.  52.  paneuf,  "  Thi3  knight  as  the  CaoNiKt 

b.  col.  2.    The  ftory  of  Jafon  and  Medea,  «  fcinc."    Lib.  1.  f  18.  b.  col.  2.     Of 

**  whereof  the.  tale  in  foeciall  is  in  the  Achilles  and  Teucer^  **  laa  Cronk^e  I 

•*  Me  of  Troie  writte."  lib.  v.  fol.  101.  "  fynde  thus."    Lib.  iii.  fol.  62.  a.  col,  1. 

a.  col.  2.     Of  the  Syrens  feen  by  Ulyftes,  Of  Peleos  and  Phocus,  "  As  the  Cron  i  qujt 

"  which  in  the  taU  o/Trcii  I  finde."  Lib.  «*  feithe."     Lib.  iii.  f.  61.  b.  col.  i .     Of 

i.  f.  10.   b.  col.  I.     Of  the.  eloqoence  of  UlyfTes  and  Penelope,  **  In  a  Croniqui 

Ulyffes,   ••  As  in   the  Me  of  Troie   is  "  I  finde  writtc."    Lib.  iv.  f.  63.  b.  col.  2. 

"  funde.**    Lib.  vii.  f.  150.  a.  ooL  i.  Ke  mentions  alfo  the  Croni qui  for  tales 

Uc.  &c.    Sec  fiipr.  vol.  I.  p.  >27.  of  other  ^nations.    <<  In  the  Croniqux 
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all  that  relates  to  the  Trojan  and  Grecian  ftory,  or,  in  Milton's 
language,  the  Tale  of  Troy  divine.  This  piece  was  firft 
printed  at  Cologne  in  the  yean 477  *•  At  Colonia  an  Italian 
tranflation  appeared  in  the  fame  year,  and  one  at  Venice  in 
1481.  It  was  tranflated  into  Italian  fo  early  as  1324,  by 
Philipp  Ceffi  a  Florentine  ^.  By  fome  writers  it  is  called  the 
Britifh  as  well  as  the  Trojan  ftory ';  and  there  are  manufcripts 
in  which  it  is  entitled  the  hiftory  of  Medea  and  Jafon".  In 
moft  of  the  Italian  tranflations  it  is  called  la  storia  della 
GUERRA  Di  Troja.  This  hiftory  is  repeatedly  called  the 
Troie  boke  by  Lydgate,  who  tranflated  it  into  Englifli  verfe  ■• 
As  to  the  romance  of  fir  Lancelot,  our  author,  ampng 
others  on  the  fubjeft,  refers  to  a  volume  of  which  he  was 
the  hero :  perhaps  that  of  Robert  Borron,  altered  foon  afteiv 
wards  by  Godefroy  de  Leigny,  under  the  title  of  le  Roman 
DE  LA  Charette,  and  printed  with  additions  at  Paris  by 
Antony  Verard^,  in  the  year  1494* 


^  as  I  fiiule»  Cham  was  he  which  firft  the 
«*  letters  fonde,  and  wrote  in  Hebrew 
•«  with  his  honde,  of  naturall  philofophie.** 
Lib.  iv.  fol.  76.  a  col.  i.  For  Darius's 
feur  qaeftions,  Lib^  viL  foL  1 5 1 .  b«  col.  i  • 
For  Perillus's  brazen  bull.  f.  kc.  &c.  See 
below. 

*  In  quarto.  HisTORrA  Trojana,  a. 
CuiJene  dt  Columpna  Mejfantnfijudict  edit  a 
1287.  Imprejfa  per  Arnoldum  TherBumem 
Celoma  commorantem^  1477*  ^'^  penult* 
Nov*  I  am  miftaken  in  what  I  have  faid, 
fnpr.  ToL  i.  p.  126.  There  is  another 
edition  at  Oxford  by  Rood,  1480,  4- to. 
Two  at  Strafburgh  14869  and  1489^  fbl. 
Ames  calls  him  Columella.  HiH.  Print. 
f.  204. 

^  See  Haym's  Bibl.  Italian,  p.  35.  edit. 
Venez.  1741 .  4- to.  I  am  not  fure  whether 
Haym's  Italian  tranflation  in  the  year  1477 
is  not  the  Latin  of  that  year.  Thev  are  both 
lA  ^uarto^  and  by  Amoldo  TenbonCic    A 


Florence  edidon  of  the  tranflation  in  i6io» 
quarto,  is  faid  to  be  moft  fcarce. 

>  Sandius  and  Hallerwood,  in  then*  Sup- 
plement to  Voilius's  Latin  Hiftorians,  fnp- 
p«fe  Colonna's  Trojan  and  Britifh  chroni- 
cle the  fame.  In  Theodaric  Engelhufen's 
Chronica  Chronicorum,  compiled 
abo^t  the  year  1420^  where  the  author 
fpeaks  of  Troy,  he  cites  Colonna  de  Bella 
trojano.  fn  the  Prefece  he  mentions  Co- 
lonna's  Chronica  Britannorum.  See 
Engelhufcn's  firft  edition,  Helmft;  1671, 
4-to.  Or  rather,  Scriptor.  Brunfvic.  Leib- 
nitii,  tom.  p.  977.  See  alfo  Fabyan  and 
other  hiftonans. 

"  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  138.  Notes,  b 
win  occur  again  under  Lydgate. 

»  Tragedies  of  Bochas,  B.  i.  ch.  xvi. 
Honx)  the  tranflatoure  nvrcte  a  leoke  §f  the 
Jjege  ofTrojh  called  Troyb  bokb.  And 
ib.  St.  7.  17.  20.  edit.  Wayland.  fbl.  xxx^ 
b.  xxxi^a.  And  in  Lydg,  Dbstr.  of  Troj.. 
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For  if  thou  wilt  the  bohs  rede 

Of  Launcelot  and  other  mo» 

Then  might  thou  feen  how  it  wat  tho        ^ 

Of  armes,  for  this  wolde  attdne 

To  loye,  which,  wrthoutcn  peine . 

Maie  not  be  gette  of  idlenefs : 

And  that  I  take  to  witnefle 

An  old  Cromke  in  fpeciall 

The  which  in  to  memoriaU 

Is  write  for  his  hvesfaki^ 

How  that  a  Knight  (hall  undertake  \ 

He  alludes  to  a  ftory  about  fir  Triftram,  which  he  fuppofes 
to  be  univerially  known,  related  in  this  romance^ 
In  everie  mans  mouth  it  is 
How  Triftram  was  of  love  dronke 
With  Bele  Ifolde,  whan  this  dronke 
The  drinke  which  Bragweine  him  betoke, 
Er  that  kyng  Marke,  &c '. 

And  again,  in  the  aflembly  of  lovers. 

Ther  was  Triftram  which  was  beloved 
With  Bele  Ifolde,  and  Lancelot 
Stood  with  Gonnor^,  and  Galahot 
With  his  lady'.    .    .    .    • 

The  oldcft  editicm  of  the  Gesta  Romaworum,  a  manufcript 
of  which  I  have  tcca  in  almoft  Saxon  charaders,  I  believe  to 
be  this.  Incipiunt  Hj^orie  notabiles,  college  ex  Gestis  Ro- 
MANOHUM,  et  quibufdam  aUis  Ubris  cum  appKcatimibus  eorundem  \ 

*  lib.  iv.  f.  74.  a.  coL  %•  **  aomiiie  CkoBkot,  Atc   Kariiimit    ifle 
'  lib.  vi.  f.  130.  b.  coL  2«  <*  priacwpt  eft  zpt,  te.   Ofcula  hlaiid£ciitu, 

-  «  Gencnra,  Archor'ft  qoeen.  *<  ice.'*  It  it  m  A»lio»  in  double  columns, 

'  lib.  viii.  £  18S.  a.  coL  i.  witbontinitiakt  pagcf,  %natBres»  orcatcb- 

*  Frincip.   ^<  Pompeiot  regmavit  dives,  words.   Ak c  lie  is  mentioned  in  cbapters, 
*<  te.  Fin.**    **  Qoidam  voo  prinoeps  155.  161. 

It 
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It  is  Without  date  or  place,  but  flippoftd  by  the  crttks  in 

typographical  antiquities  to  have  been  printed  before  or 
about  the  year  1473-  Then' followed  a  £econd  edition  at 
Louvain  by  John  de  Weftfalia,  with  this  title:  £jc  Gssris 
RoMAKORUM  H18TORIE  N0TABILB8  de  viciis  virttdibufque  trac^ 
i4mtes  cum  applicationibui  tnondifatis  et  myjiicts.  At  the  end  this 
colophon  appears :  Gesta  Romanorum  cum  qmbufiam  oHis 
bifioriis  eifdem  atmexis  ad  moralitates  dilucide  rtduBa  bic  faiem 
babent.  S^tfa  diUgenter,  corrects  ali&rum  viciis,  impreffit  Joanms 
de  Weftfaliay  alma  in  Univerf.  Lowuattien/i\  This  edition  has 
twenty*nine  chapters  more  than  there  are  in  the  former :  and 
the  fiirfl:  of  thefe  additional  chapters  is  the  ftory  of  Antio* 
€liua»  related  in  our  author.  It  is  probably  of  the  year  1473. 
Another  fdUowed  foon  afterwards,  by  Gsstis  Romakorcm 
BisTORiE  NOTABiLES  moToUzata  per  Girardum  Lieu.  Gmda, 
14^0%  The  next''  is  at  Louvain,  Gesta  Romanorum,  cum 
^Mcatiiftibus  moralifatis  ac  myfticis. — ^At  the  end. — Ex  Gestis 
Romanorum  cumpbtribm  appHcMis  hystoriis  de  virtutilms  et 
vitiis  tmfiict  sd  intelleBum  tranjumptis  recolleSorii  Jims.  Anna 
mjhafadutis  1494.     hi  diefanBi  Adriani  martyris^. 

It  was  one  of  my  reafons  for  giving  thefe  titles  and  colo^^ 
fdions  (b  much  at  large,  that  the  reader  might  more  fully 
comprehend  the  nature  and  deiign  of  a  performance  which 
operated  lb  powerfully  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  poetry. 
Servius  fays  that  the  Encis  was  fometimes  called  Gesta 
popuLi  RoMANi  ^.  Aromianus  Marcellinus,  who  wrote  about 
the  year  450,  mentions  a  work  called  the  Gbstorum  volu- 
jKEN,  which  acccMfding  to  cuflom,  was  fblemnly  recited  to 

<  Frincip.   **  D»  Th^McnmiBf  cap.  Ik  ""  Bat  I  diink  Aere  if  another  Geoix,, 

■^  Pompcuis  regnaYit  dives  Tdde^  &c.-*  ^^^9»  ^- 

**  MoRALizATKi^  De  MisiaricoRDi A^  *  Inqoaiio.  ApSn^Vrnf.  1499^ quarto*. 

•*  cap.  iL"     De  ADWi.TBa.io,  in  cap.  Harai.   150S.  fol.    Parif.   1521.  oCUWk 

dxxxL  It  isift  qoartOy  withfignatnres  toKfe.  And  undoubtedly  others.    It  appealed  itt* 

The  initialt  aie  wckien  in  red  ink.    hb.  Dutch  fo  early  as  the  year  ijfi^  ftri*. 
Farmer  oCCambodee hat  this  edition*  7  Ad  .Antid.  vi  7$!. 


■  h  quarto. 
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the  cmpcrour".    Here  perhaps  we  may  perceive  the  grounds- 
work  of  the  title. 

In  this  mixture  of  inoralifation  and  narrative,  the  Gesta 
RoMANORUM  fomewhat  refembles  the  plan  of  Gower's  poem. 
In  the  rubric  of  the  ftory  of  Julius  and  the  poor  knight,  our 
author  alludes  to  this  book  in  the  expreflion,  S[ic  fecundum 
Gesta,  &c  *.  When  he  fpeaks  of  the  emperours^  of  Rome 
paying  reverence  to  a  virgin,  he  fays  he  found  this  cuftom 
mentioned,  "  Of  Rome  among  the  Gestes  olde  *.*^  Yet  he 
adds,  that  the  Gestes  took  it  from  Valerius  Maxi^nus.  The 
ftory  of  Tarquin-and  his  fon  Arrous  is  ufhered  iii  with  this 
line,  "So  as  thefe  olde  Gestes  feyne  ^'*  The  tale  of  Antio- 
chus,  as  I  have  hinted,  is  in  the  Gesta  Romanorum  ;  aU 
though  for  fomc  parts  of  it  Gower  was  perhaps  indebted  to 
Godfrey's  Pantheon  abovementioned '.  The  foundation  of 
Shakefpcare's  ftory  of  the  three  cafketts  in  the  Merchant 
OF  Venice,  is  to  be  found  in  this  favourite  colleftion  :  this 
is  likewife  in  our  author,  yet  in  a  different  form,  who  cites  a 
Cronike  *  for  his  authority.  I  make  no  apology  for  giving  the 
paffage  fomewhat  at  large,  as  the  fource  of  this  elegant  little 


»  *'  Imperttori  de  more  rccitatom,** 
Hift.  xxix.  i.  In  the  title  of  the  Saint 
Albans  chronicle^  priDted  14S3,  TV- 

UU   Livjuj   dt  G£STI9    ROMANORVU    u' 

recited. 

*  Lib.  viii.  f.  153.  a.  col.  i.  And  in 
ether  rubrics.  In  the  rabric  diere  is  alfo 
GesTA  Al£Xandri»  lib,  iii.  f.  61.  a. 
col.  I .  And  in  the  (lory  of  Sardanapalos, 
^  Thefe  olde  Gestes  tellen  us/'  lib.  iii. 
167.  a.  col.  I. 

"  Lib.  V.  f.  118.  a.  col.  %, 

«  Lib.  vii.  f.  169.  ft.  col.  i. 

«*  See  fupr.  vol  i.  p.  150.  Notes,  h. 

^  Ife  refers  to  a  Cronike. for  other 
fioriefi,  as  the  fbry  of  Lucius  king  of 
iU>me9  and  the  king's  fool.  "  In  a  Cro» 
^'  Kii^s  it  telleth  us."  Lib.. vii.  f.  165. 
a.^col.  2.  Of  the  tranflaticm  of  the  Ro. 
lian  empift  to  the  Xiombards.    **  Tbii 


**  made  an  emperoor  anon,  whofe  name,  th« 
"  Chronicle  telleth  was  Othes."  ProL 
fol.  5.  b.  col.  2.  Of  Conftan tine's  leproftr. 
"  For  in  Cronike  thus  I  rede."  Lib.  iii. 
f.  46.  b.  col.  2.  For  which  he  alfo  cites 
"  the^i»i/i  otLatine^"  ib.  f.  ^5.  a.  col.  i. 
In  the  flory  of  Caius  Fabfkius,  <«  In  a 
Croniqus  I  fynde  thus."  Lib.  vii.  f. 
157.  a.  col.  2.  Of  the  foothfaver  and  the 
emperor  of  Rome.  «*  As  in  Cronike  k 
"  IS  witholde."— •*  Which  the  Chro- 
*«  NIKE  hath  autorized."  Lib.  vii.  f.  154. 
b.  col.  I.  f.  155.  b.  col.  2.  Of  the  empe- 
four's  fon  who  ferves  the  Soldan  of  PeHia; 
**  There  was  as  the  Croniqub  feith,  an 
**  emperour,  &c."  Lib.  ii.f.4i.  b.  col.  i. 
For  the  ftory  of  Carmidotoirus  conful  of 
Rome,  he  refen  to  thefe  olde  bokeu  Lib« 
vii.  f.  157.  b.  col.  2.  ftc  &c. 

apologue, 
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apologue,  which  feems  to  be  of  eaftern  invention,  has  lately 
{o  much  employed  the  fearches  of  the  commentators  on 
Shakefpeare,  and  that  the  circumftances  of  the  ftoiy,  as  it 
is  told  by  Gower,  may  be  compared  with  thofe  with  which  it 
appears  in  other  books. 

The  poet  is  fpeaking  of  a  king  whofe  officers  and  cour- 
tiers complained,  that  after  a  long  attendance^  they  had  not 
received  adequate  rewards,  and  preferments  due  to  their  fer- 
vices.  The  king,  who  was  no  ftranger  to  their  complaints, 
artfully  contrives  a  fcheme  to  prove  whether  this  defeft 
proceded  from  his  own  want  of  generofity,  or  their  want  of 
difcerament. 

Anone  he  lette  two  cofres^make, 
Of  one  femblance,  of  one  make. 
So  lyche',  that  no  life  thilke  throwc 
That  one  maie  fro  that  other  knowe ; 
Thei  were  into  his  chambre  brought. 
But  no  man  wote  why  they  be  brought, 
And  netheles  the  kynge  bath  bede, 
That  thei  be  fette  in  privie  ftede, 
As  he  that  was  of  wifdome  fligh. 
Whan  he  therto  his  tyme  iigh  \ 
All  privilyche  *,  that  none  it  wifte. 
His  own  hondes  that  one  chift*", 
Oijine  golde  and  oifine  ferie  \ 
(The  which  oute  of  his  trefurie 
Was  take)  anone  he  filde  full; 
That  other  cofre  oijirame  and  mulU  •, 
With/^wi  mened^  he  filde  alfo: 
Thus  be  thei  full  both  tho. 


'  Coffcw.   Chefts.  *  Privily.       *  Cheft. 

%  Like.  1  Gems. 

^  Saw.  •  »  Rubbifh. 


The 
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The  king  afTembles  his  courtiers,  and  (hewing  them  the 
two  chefts,  acquaints  them,  that  one  of  thefe  is  filled  with 
gold  and  jewels  i  that  they  fhould  chufe  which  of  the  two  they 
liked  beft,  and  that  the  contents  (hould  inflantly  be  diftri- 
buted  among  them  all.  A  knight  by  common  confent  is 
appointed  to  chufe  for  them^  who  fixes  upon  the  cheit  filled 
with  ilraw  and  ftones. 

This  kynge  then  in  the  fame  ftede  % 
Anone  that  other  cofre  undcde. 
Whereas  thei  fawen  grete  richeffe 
Wile  more  than  thei  couthen  gefle. 
"  Lo,  faith  the  kynge,  now  maie  ye  fee 
"  That  there  is  no  default  in  mee : 
"  Forthy  "*,  myfelf  I  will  acquite, 
"  And  beareth  your  own  wite 
"  Of  that  fortune  hath  you  refufed'." 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that  t^iere  is  a  much  greater  and  a 
more  beautiful  variety  of  incidents  in  this  ftory  as  it  is  related 
in  the  Gesta  Romanorum,  which  Shakefpeare  has  followed, 
than  in  Gower :  and  was  it  not  demonfirable,  that  this  com- 
pilation preceded  our  author's  age  by  fome  centuries,  one 
would  be  tempted  to  conclude,  that  Gower's  ftory  was  the 
original  fable  in  its  fimple  unimproved  ftate.  Whatever  was 
the  cafe,  it  is  almoft  certain  that  one  ftory  produced  the 
other. 

A  tranflation  into  Engliih  of  the  Gesta  Romanorum 
was  printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  without  date.  In  the 
year  1577,  one  Richard  Robinfon  pubUihed  ul  Record  of  ancient 
Hyftoryes,  in  Latin  Gesta  Romanorum,  ferufeJ,  corrededy  and 

^  Place.  in  which  the  emperor  Frederick  placet  be* 

*  Therefore.  fore  two  beggars  two  pafties,  one  fiUed 

f  Lib.  V.  f.  S6.  ft.  col.  1.  feq.    Th«  with  capona,  the  other  with  florins,  ibid.. 

Sory  which  follows  is  fomcwhat  fimilar^  b«  coL  2» 

bettered 
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bitteredy  by  R,  Robin/on^  London^  ^SJJ'^*  Of  *his  tranflation 
there  were  fix  impreflions  before  the  year  i6oi '.  The  later 
editions,  both  Latin  and  Englifh,  differ  cohfiderably  from  a 
manufcript  belonging  to  the  Britifh  Mufeum  *,  which  contains 
not  only  the  ftory  of  the  Casketts  in  Shakefpearc's  Mer- 
chant of  Venice,  but  that  of  the  Jew's  Bond  in  the  fame 
play  \  I  cannot  exa£Uy  afcertain  the  age  of  this  piece,  which 
has  many  fictitious  and  fabulous  fadts  intermixed* with  true 
hiftory;  nor  have  I  been  able  to  difcever  the  name  of  its 
compiler. 

It  appears  to  me  to  have  been  formed  on  the  model  of 
Valerius  Maximus,  the  favourite  claific  of  the  monks.  It  is 
quoted  and  commended  as  a  true  hiilory,  among  many  hifto-- 


^  In  twdves.  See  among  die  Rojrai 
ManuTcmts,  Brit.  MuT.  **  Ridiard  Robin- 
^*  Ion's  Eupotemxay  Archippos  and  Pano- 
**  plia :  bong  an  aoooont  of  his  Patrons 
*'  and  BenefiAionsy  &c.  1603.''  See  fol. 
c.  MSS.  Reg.  iS  A.  Ixvi.  This  R.  Ro- 
binfon,  I  beueve*  pnbliflied  Pmrt  of  the 
harmom  tfkinr  DawtPs  harp.  A  tnnfia- 
tion  or  the  lirft  twenty  one  pfabns,  for  J. 
Wolfe,  1582.  4-to.  A  tranflation  of  Le- 
land*s  AssBRTio  Arthuri,  for  the  fame, 
1 58a.  4tO.  Th  aunciint  wdtr  Jocittit^ 
lit.  of  prina  Aribun^  and  his  knightfy 
mrwnry  of  tbi  round  tabk^  in  iperfe,  for  the 
fame,  15839  4tQ. 

'  There  is  an  edition,  m  black  letter,  fo 
late  as  i68o. 

•  MSS.  Harl.  2270.  i.  See  ibid.  cap. 
xdx.  for  this  ftory.  Tit.  "  Libn  AfcttUus 
eni  tiimhu  Gefia  Romanomm,  cnm  Rc^adb- 
nibos^r  Moralitatibns  eornndem.'*  There 
is  an  Englifli  tranflation,  ibid.  MSS.  Harl. 
7333*  ^^  ^  ^^  Ji^^i  bond  and  the 
Cafkttis.  In  the  fame  library  there  is  a 
lai^  colleQion  of  legendary  tales  in  diffe- 
tent  hands,  written  on  parchment,  8-to. 
MSS.  Harl.  2316.  One  of  thefe  is,  <'  De 
^<  vera  amicitia,  et  de  Paffione  ChrifU: 
•<  Nanratio  a.  Fetro  Alphonfo.**  18.  fol. 
8.  b.  Tbehiftory  of  the  two  friends  here 
reUtedyiseoldmoitat  large  in  the  Gist  a 


RoMAiroRVM,  where  the  fiisnds  are  t«fO 
knights.  PeterAlphonfus  lived  about  1 1  ic 
This  tale,  I  think,  is  Lydgate*s/2i^«^f  duo* 
rum  «(fiY«f0riaK, MSS.  Harl.  22c i.  33.  foL 
56.  «'  In  Egipt  whikmi,  k^^  See  alfo 
at$$.  17.  foL  7a.  Mannfcripts  of  Aefe 
Gbst  A  occur  thrice  in  the  Bodkian  library* 
MSS.  Bodl.  B.  3.  10.  Ibid,  fuper  O.  i. 
Art.  17.  And  Hyper.  Bodl.  (Cod.  Grav.) 
B.  55*  3.  viz.  Nurrntioms  bretm  0  GssTis 
RoMANORUM  et  aliorum.  But  this  laft 
leems  rather  a  defloration.  In  Herefoi4 
cathedral,  73.  In  Worcefter  cathedral,  80. 
In  (late)  Burfcongh's  (re^r  of  Totnefs) 
MSS.  Cod.  82.  I.  In  (late)  Sir  Sraxmda 
D'Ewes's  MSS.  Cod.  150.  2.  In  Trinity 
college  Dublin,  G.  326.  At  Oxford,  Saint 
John^s  college  twice,  C.  31.  a.  G.  41, 
Magdalen  colleae,  twice.  Cod.  Lat.  13. 
60.  -LincoUi  coHege  Libr.  Theol.  6o.  See 
what  is  (aid  of  Gtftst  foor.  vol.  i.  p.  74. 
Among  the  manufcript  books  wriuen  by 
Laous  de  Caftellione,  a  Florentine  civilian, 
and  a  great  tranflator  from  Greek  into 
Latin,  about  the  year  1350,  Baluiiiu  men^* 
tions  De  Origine  Urbis  Koma^  et  de  Gefiis 
Romancrum.  What  this  piece  is  I  cannot 
afcertain.  Apud  Fabric.  Bibl.  Med.  Inf. 
Latinitat.  iv.  722.  Compare  de  GeHis  Im> 
peratorum  Liber,  MSS.  Harl.  5259.  i. 
<  Ch.  xlviii. 
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rians  of  credit,  fuch  as  Jofephus,  Orofius,  Bcde,  and  Eufe- 
bius,  by  Herman  Komer,  a  dominican  friar  of  Lubec,  who 
wrote  a  Chronica  Novella,  or  hiftory  of  the  world,  in 
the  year  1435'. 

In  fpeaking  of  our  author's  fources,  I  muft  not  omit  a 
book  tranflated  by  the  unfortunate  Antony  Widville,  firft 
earl  of  Rivers,  chiefly  with  a  view  of  proving  its  early  po- 
pularity. It  is  the  DiSles  or  Sayings  $/  PhilofophreSy  which  lord 
Rivers  tranflated  from  the  French  of  William  dc  Thignon- 
ville,  provoft  of  the  city  of  Paris  about  the  year  1408,  en- 
titled Lis  diStes  moraux  des  pbilofopbesy  les  diStes  des  /ages  et  les 
fecrets  d'  Arifiote''.  The  Englifli  tranflalion  was  printed  by 
Caxton,  in  the  year  1477.  Gower  refers  to  this  traft,  which 
firft  exifted  in  Latin,  more  than  once  \  and  it  is  moft  pro- 
bable, that  he  confulted  the  Latin  original  ^. 

It  is  pleafant  to  obferve  the  ftrange  miftakcs  which 
Gower,  a  man  of  great  learning,  and  the  moft  general 
fcholar  of  his  age,  has  committed  in  this  poem,  concerning 
books  which  he  never  faw,  his  violent  anachronifms,  and 
mifreprefentations  of  the  moft  common  fafls  and  charafters. 
He  mentions  the  Greek  poet  Menander,  as  one  of  the 
firft  hiftorians,  or  "  firft  enditours  of  the  olde  cronike," 
together  with  Efdras,  Solinus,  Jofephus,  Claudius  Salpicius, 
Termegis,  Pandulfe,  Frigidilles,  Ephiloquorus,  and  Pandas. 
It  is  extraordinary  that  Mofes  ftioiUd  not  here  be  mentioned, 
in  preference  to  Efdras.  Solinus  is  ranked  fo  high,  becaufe  he 
recorded  nothing  but  wonders '  >  and  Jofephus,  on  accQunt  of 
his  fubjeft,  had  long  been  placed  almoft  on  a  level  with  the  bible. 


*  See  Eccard's  Corp.  Hiftor.  torn.  ii.  p. 
432.— i34.3.Lipf.  i7«3*  *>!• 

■  Sec  Mem.  dc  Litt.  xvii.  754. 4to. 

"^  ^mong  thcfe  other  "  taUt  mn/i  of  pbi^ 
**  ki/ephers  in  thb  wife  I  rede,  &c."  Lib. 
vii.  f.  143.  a.  col.  I.  f.  142.  b.  col.  2.  &c. 
See  Walpole's  Cat.  royal  and  noble  anthors. 

There  is  another  tranllation,  done  in 
1456,  dedicated  to  fir  John  Faftolfc,  knight, 


by  his  Ton  in  kw  Ste^ym  Scropi  Squytr. 
MSS.  Harl.  226c.  William  de  Thignon- 
ville  is  here  faid  to  have  tranflated  this 
book  into  French  for  the  ofe  of  kin^. 
Charles  the  fixth.  ^ 

'  Oar  audior  has  a  ftory  from  Splinas 
concerning  a  monftrons  bird,  lib.  iii.  f.  62. 
b.  col.  z.   See iiipr.  vol.  i.  p.  io«.Note8,  o. 

He 
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He  is  feated  on  the  firft  pillar  in  Chaucer*s  House  of  Fame, 
His  Jewifh  hiftory,  tranflated  into  Latin  by  Rufinus  in  the 
fourth  century,  had  given  rife  to  many  old  poems  and  ro- 
mances ^ :  and  his  Maccabaics,  or  hiftory  of  the  feven 
Maccabees  martyred  with  their  father  Eleazar  under  the  per- 
iecution  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  a  feparate  work,  tranflated 
alfo  by  Rufinus,  produced  the  Judas  Maccabee  of  Belle- 
perche  in  the  year  1 240,  and  at  length  enrolled  the  Macca- 
bees among  the  moft  illuftrious  heroes  of  romance  *.  On 
this  account  too,  perhaps  Efdras  is  here  fo  refpeflably  re- 
membered. I  fuppofe  Sulpicius  is  Sulpicius  Severus,  a  petty 
annalift  of  the  fifth  century.  Termegis  is  probably  Trifme- 
giftus,  the  myftic  philofopher,  certainly  not  an  hiftorian,  at 
leaft  not  an  antient  one.  Pandulf  fcems  to  be  Pandulph  of 
Pifa,  who  wrote  lives  of  the  popes,  and  died  in  the  year 
1 198  *.  Frigidilles  is  perhaps  Fregedaire,  a  Burgundian,  who 
flouriflied  about  the  year  641,  and  wrote  a  chronicon  from 
Adam  to  his  own  times;,  often  printed,  and  containing  the 
beft  account  of  the  Franks  after  Gregory  of  Tours  ^  Our 
author,  who  has  partly  fuflFered  from  ignorant  tranfcribers 
and  printers,  by  Ephiloquorus  undoubtedly  intended  Eutro- 
pius.    In  the  next  paragraph  indeed,  he  mentions  Herodotus : 

y  Sec  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  217.  311.    There  Boniface  fupplandng  Celcftine,     "  In  a 

isJosBPHUSi/r/tfBATTAiLLBjuDAiQUE  **  Cronykb  of  tymc  ago."    Lib.  ii.  f. 

tranjlati  de  Latin  en  Franfou^  printed  by  42.  a.  c»l.  2. 

Verard  at  Paris,  1480.  fol.     I  think  it  is  a  ^  See  Ruinart.  Diflertat.  de  Fredegario 

poem.     All  Jofcphus's  works  were  printed  ejufque  Opcribus.  torn.  ii.  Hift.  Franc,  p. 

in  the  old  Latin   tranflation,  at  Verona  443.     There  is  alfo  Fridegodos,  a  monk 

1480.  fol.    And  frequently  foon  afterwards.  of  Dover,  who  wrote  the   lives  of  fomc 

They  were  tranflated  into  French,  German,  fainted  biihops  about  the  year  960.     And 

Spanifh,  and  Italian,  and  printed,  between  a  Frigeridos,  known  only  by  a  reference 

the  years  1492  and  1554.     See  the  Col-  which  Gregory  of  Tours  makes   to   the 

LANAGRECA,in  Haym's  Bibliothec. p.  6.  twilfth  hook  of  bis  Hiftory ^  concerning  the 

7.    A  French  tranflation  was  made  in  1460,  times  preceding  Valenlinian  the  third,  and 

or  1463.    Cod.  Reg.  Parif.  7015.  the  capture  of  Rome  by  Toiila.    Gregor. 

*  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  417.  In  the  Britifh  Turonenf.  Hift.  Francor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  8.  9. 
Mafeum  there  is  <'  Maccabeorum  et  Jofephi  If  this  laft  be  the  writer  in  the  text,  a  ma- 
**  Hiftoriarum  Epitome,  metricc."  10  A.  nufcriot  of  Frigcridus's  Hiftory  might  have 
viii.  5.  MSS.  Reg.    See  MSS.  Harl.j7i3.  exifted ia Gower's  age,  whichis  now  loft. 

*  See  the  ftory,  in  our  author,  of  popo 

yet 
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yet  not  as  an  early  hiftorian,  but  as  the  firft  writer  of  afyftem 
of  the  metrical  art,  "  of  metre,  of  ryme,  and  of  cadence  •/* 
We  fmile,  when  Heft  or  in  Shakefpeare  quotes  Ariftotle:  but 
Gower  gravely  informs  his  reader,  that  Ulyffes  was  a  clerke^ 
accompliihed  with  a  knowledge  of  all  the  fciences,  a  great 
rhetorician  and  magician :  that  he  learned  rhetoric  of  Tully» 
magic  of  Zoroafter,  aflronomy  of  Ptolomy,  philofophy  of 
Plato,  divination  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  proverbial  inftruftioa 
of  Solomon,  botany  of  Macer,  and  medicine  of  Hippocrates ''• 
And  in  the  feventh  book,  Ariftotle,  or  the  philofopbre^  is 
introduced  reciting  to  his  fcholar  Alexander  the  great,  a  dif« 
putation  between  a  Jew  and  a  Pagan,  who  meet  between 
Cairo  and  Babylon,  concerning  their  refpeftive  religions: 
the  end  of  the  ftory  is  to  fliew  the  cunning,  cruelty,  and 
ingratitude  of  the  Jew,  which  are  at  laft  defervedly  pu- 
niihed%  But  I  believe  Gower's  apology  muft  be,  that  he 
took  this  narrative  from  fome  chriftian  legend,  which  was 
feigned,  for  a  religious  purpofe,  at  the  expence  of  all  proba- 
bility and  propriety. 

The  only  claflic  Roman  writers  which  our  author  cites  are 
Virgil,  Ovid,  Horace,  and  'TuUy.  Among  the  Italian  poets, 
one  is  furprifed  he  ihould  not  quote  Petrarch :  he  mentions 
Dante  only,  who  in  the  rubric  is  called  "  a  certain  poet  of 
Italy  named  Dante,"  quidampoeta  Italia  qui  Daute  vocabatur\ 
He  appears  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  Homelies 
of  pope  Gregory  the  great',  which  were  tranflated  into 
Italian^  and  printed  at  Milan,  fo  early  as  the  year  1479-  I 
can  hardly  decypher,  and  muft  therefore  be  excufed  from 
tranfcribing,  the  names  of  all  the  renowned  authors  which 
our  author  has  quoted  in  alchemy,  aftrology,  magic,  pal- 
niiftry,  geomancy,  and  other  branches  of  the  occult  philo- 

«  Lib.  vi.  f.  76.  b.  col.  I.  '  lib.  vii.  f.  i  J4«  b. col.  i. 

'  Lib.  vi.  f.  135.  a.  col.  i.  <  Prolog,  f.  2.  b.  col.  i.    Lib.  v.  f.  93. 

*  Lib.  vii.  f.  156.  b.  col.  j.  a.  cd.  i.  a.  f.  94.  a.  od.  i. 

fophy. 
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lophy.  Among  the  aftrological  writers,  he  mentions  Noah, 
Abraham,  and  Mofes.  But  he  is  not  fure  that  Abraham 
was  an  author,  having  never  feen  any  of  that  patriarch's 
works  :  and  he  prefers  Trifmegiftus  to  Mofes  ^.  Cabaliftical 
trails  were  however  extant,  not  only  under  the  names  of 
Abraham,  Noah,  and  Mofes,  but  of  Adam,  Abel,  and  Enoch*, 
He  mentions,  with  particular  regard,  Ptolomy's  Almagest  ; 
the  grand  fource  of  all  the  fuperftitious  notions  propagated 
by  the  Arabian  philofophers  concerning  the  fcience  of  di- 
vination by  the  ftars%  Thcfe  infatuations  feem  to  have 
completed  their  triumph  over  human  credulity  in  Gower's 
age,  who  probably  was  an  ingenious  adept  in  the  falfe  and 
frivolous  fpeculations  of  this  admired  fpecies  of  ftudy. 

Gower,  amidft  his  graver  literature,  appears  to  have  beexx 
a  great  reader  of  romances.  The  lover,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
gratification  which  his  paflion  receives  from  the  fenfe  of 
hearing,  fays,  that  to  hear  his  lady  fpeak  is  more  delicious^ 
than  to  feaft  on  all  the  ddnties  that  could  be  compounded 
by  a  cook  of  Lombardy*    They  are  not  fo  reftorative 

As  bin  the  wordes  of  hir  mouth ; 
For  as  the  wyndes  of  the  South 
Ben  moft  of  all  debonaire^ 
So  when  hir  luft '  to  fpeak  faire,. 
The  vertue  of  her  goodly  fpeche 
Is  verily  myne  hartes  leche". 

Thefe  are  elegant  veries.  To  hear  her  fing  is  paradife. 
Then  he  adds, 

^  lib.  vii»  f.  134.  b.  Gol.  I.  nL  f.  149*  year  1240^  a  dmwui^  of  Ptotomy,  hoUSmg 

b.  col.  I  ^  a  muTOUTy  not  an  optical  tube,  in  bis  ban^ 

^  See  iiror.  vol.  i.  p.  42c.  p.  3^3.  Notes,  and  contemplating  the  liars.     Itin*  Gcr^* 

b.    And  Morbof.  PolybilL  torn.  ii.  p.  455.  nuuiic.  p.  49. 
fisq.  edit.  1747.  >  She  chuTes. 

*  MabiUon  mentions,  in  a  manofcript  ^  Phyfidan*. 

of  the  Almagest  written  before  the 

Full 
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Full  oft  tyme  it  falleth  foy 
My  ere "  with  a  good  pitance 
Is  fed  of  redynge  of  romance 
Of  Idoyne  and  Amadas, 
That  whilom  were  in  my  cas ; 
And  eke  of  othery  martf  a  fcorCy 
That  loved  long  ere  I  was  bore  • : 
For  when  1  of  her '  loves  rede, 
Myn  ere  with  the  tale  I  fede; 
And  with  the  lufl:  of  her  hiftoire, 
Sometime  I  draw  into  memoire, 
Howe  forrowe  may  not  ever  laft, 
And  fp  hope  comith  in  at  laft  ^. 

The  romance  of  Idoyne  and  Amadas  is  recited  as  a  fa- 
vourite hiftory  among  others,  in  the  prologue  to  a  coUeftion 
of  legends  called  Cursor  mundi,  tranflated  from  the 
French'.  I  have  already  obferved  our  poet's  references  to 
Sir  Lancelot's  romance. 

Our  author's  account  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Latin  lan- 
guage is  extremely  curious.  He  fuppofes  that  it  was  invented 
by  the  old  Tufcan  prophetefs  Carmens ;  that  it  was  reduced 
to  method,  to  compofition,  pronunciation,  and  profody,  by 
the  grammarians  Ariftarchus,  Donatus,  and  Didymus : 
adorned  with  the  flowers  of  eloquence  and  rhetoric  by 
TuUy:  then  enriched  by  tranflations  from  the  Chaldee, 
Arabic,  and  Greek  languages,  more  efpecially  by  the  verfion 
of  the  Hebrew  bible  into  Latin  by  faint  Jerom,  in  the  fourth 
century :  and  that  at  length,  after  the  labours  of  many 
celebrated  writers,  it  received  its  final  confummation  in 
Ovid,  the  poet  of  lovers.  At  the  mention  of  Ovid's  name, 
the  poet,  with  the  dexterity  and  addrefs  of  a  true  mafter  of 

«  Ear.  *»  Lib.  vi.  f.  133.  a.  col.  2. 

•  Born.  '  Sfc  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  133.  Notes,  t. 

P  Their. 

tranfition, 
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tranfition,  feizes  the  critical  moment  of  bringing  back  the 
dialogue  to  its  proper  argument  *. 

The  CoNFESsio  Amantis  was  moft  probably  written  after 
Chaucer's  Troilus  and  Cressida.  At  the  clofe  of  the 
poem,  we  are  prefented  with  an  affemblage  of  the  moft 
illuftrious  lovers  *.  Together  with  the  renowned  heroes  and 
heroines  of  love,  mentioned  either  in  romantic  or  claflical 
hiftory,  we  have  David  and  Bathfheba,  Sampfon  and  Dalila» 
and  Solomon  with  all  his  concubines.  Virgil,  alfo,  Socrates, 
Plato,  and  Ovid,  are  enumerated  as  lovers.  Nor  muft  we  be 
furprifed  to  find  Ariftotle  honoured  with  a  place  in  this 
gallant  groupe:  for  whom,  fays  the  poet,  the  queen  of 
Greece  made  fuch  a  fyllogifm  as  deftroyed  all  hisjogic.  But, 
among  the  reft,  Troilus  and  Creflida  are  introduced ;  feem- 
ingly  with  an  intention  of  paying  a  compliment  to  Chaucer's 
poem  on  their  ftory,  which  had  been  fubmitted  to  Gower's 
correftion ".  Although  this  famous  pair  had  been  alfo  re- 
cently celebrated  in  Boccacio's  Filostrato  \  And  in  ano- 
ther place,  fpeaking  of  his  abfolute  devotion  to  his  lady's 
will,  he  declares  himfelf  ready  to  acquiefce  in  her  choice, 
whatfoever  fhe  ftiall  command:  whether,  if  when  tired  of 
dancing  and  caroling,  fhe  (hould  chufe  to  play  at  chefs,  or  read 
Troilus  and  Cressida.    This  is  certainly  Chaucer's  poem. 

That  when  her  lift  on  nights  wake 
In  chambre,  as  to  carol  and  daunce, 
Methinke  I  male  me  more  avaunce. 
If  I  may  gone  upon  hir  honde. 
Than  if  I  wynne  a  kynges  londe. 
For  whan  I  male  her  hand  beclip''. 
With  fuch  gladnefs  I  daunce  and  (kip, 

»  Lib.  IV.  f.  77.  b.  col.  2.  ^  Sec  (upr.  vol.  L  p.  385. 

«  Lib.  viii.  f.  158.  a.  col.  2.  ^  Clafp. 

•  Chaucer's  Ti.  Crcff.  Urr.  edit.  p.  335- 

E  Methinketh 
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Methinketh  I  touch  not  the  floore; 
The  roe  which  renneth  on  the  moorc 

Is  than  nought  fo  light  as  I. 

And  whan  it  falleth  other  gate  *, 
So  that  hir  liketh  not  to  daunce, 
But  on  the  dyes  to  caft  a  chaunce. 
Or  afke  of  love  fome  demaunde ; 
Or  els  that  her  lift  comraaunde 
To  rede  and  here  of  Troilus  ^. 

That  this  poem  was  written  after  Chaucer's  Floure  and 
Leafe,  may  be  partly  colle6ted  from  the  following  paffage, 
which  appears  to  be  an  imitation  of  Chaucer,  and  is  no  bad 
fpecimen  of  Gower's  moft  poetical  manner.  Rofiphele,  a 
beautiful  princefs,  but  fetting  love  at  defiance,  the  daughter 
of  Herupus  king  of  Armenia,  is  taught  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  Cupid  by  feeing  a  vifion  of  Ladies. 

Whan  come  was  the  moneth  of  Maie, 
She  wolde  walke  upon  a  daie, 
And  that  was  er  the  fon  arift  % 
Of  women  but  a  fewe  it  wift  * ; 
And  forth  fhe  went  prively, 
Unto  a  parke  was  fafte  by. 
All  fofte  walkende  on  the  gras, 
Tyll  fhe  came  there  **  the  launde  was 
Through  which  ran  a  great  rivere, 
It  thought  her  fayre ;  and  faid,  here 
I  will  abide  under  the  ihawe  ; 
And  bad  hir  women  to  withdrawe : 
And  ther  flie  ftood  alone  ftille 
To  thinke  what  was  in  her  wille. 

»  Gaiety,  or  way.  »  "But  a  few  of  her  women  knew  of 

y  Lib.  iv.  f.  7&.  b.  col.  i.  this." 

*  Arofe.  *  There  nnbtre. 

She 
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She  fighc  *  the  fwete  floures  fprynge, 

She  herde  glad  fowles  fynge  -, 

She  figh  beaftes  in  her  kynde, 

The  buck,  the  doo,  the  hert,  the  hyndc, 

The  males  go  with  the  femele : 

And  fo  began  there  a  quarele  * 

Betwene  love  and  her  owne  herte 

Fro  whiche  (he  couthe  not  afterte.. 

And  as  fhe  caft  hir  eie  aboute, 

She  figh,  clad  in  one  fuit,  a  route 

Of  ladies  where  thei  comen  ride 

Alonge  under  the  woodde  fide ; 

On  fayre  •  ambulende  hors  thei  fet, 

That  were  al  whyte,  fayre,  and  gret  ^ 

And  everichone  ride  on  fide  ^ 

The  fadels  were  of  fuch  a  pride. 

So  riche  fighe  fiie  never  none  y 

With  perles  and  golde  fo  wel  begone. 

In  kirtels  and  in  copes  riche 

Thei  were  clothed  all  aliche  \ 

Departed  even  of  white  and  blewe. 

With  all  lufl:cs  ^  that  fhe  knewe 

Thei  wer  embroudred  over  all : 

Her  *  bodies  weren  longe  and  fmall. 

The  beautee  of  hir  fayre  face, 

There  mi»  none  ertbly  thing  deface  i 

Corownes  mi  their  heades  thei  bare,. 

As  echo  of  hem  a  qoene  were* 

That  all  the  golde  of  Crefus  hall 

The  leaft  coronall  <^  all 

Might  not  have  boughte,.  after  the  worth. 

Thus  comen  thei  ridend  forthe. 

^ixw.         'Difpatc;,         •Ambling*  '  A  marie  of  hkli  raok*     ^     t  Alike. 

*Iiftf.    Colom.  ^Tkcir. 

E  2  The^^ 
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The  kynges  doughter,  whiche  this  figh. 
For  pure  abafshe  drewc  hir  adrigh, 
And  helde  hir  clofe  undir  the  bough. 

At  length  (he  fees  riding  in  the  rear  of  this  fplendid  troop, 
on  a  horfe  lean,  galled,  and  lame,  a  beautiful  lady  in  a 
tattered  garment,  her  faddle  mean  and  much  worn,  but  her 
bridle  richly  ftudded  with  gold  and  jewels :  and  round  her 
waift  were  more  than  an  hundred  halters.  The  princcfs  afks 
the  meaning  of  this  flrange  proceflion ;  and  is  anfwered  by 
the  lady  on  the  lean  horfe,  that  thefe  are  fpe^lres  of  ladies, 
who,  when  living,  were  obedient  and  faithful  votaries  of 
love.  "  As  to  myfelf,  fhe  adds,  I  am  now  receiving  my 
"  annual  penance  for  being  a  rebel  to  love." 

For  I  whilom  no  love  had ; 

My  horfe  is  now  feble  and  badde^ 

And  al  to  torn  is  myn  araie ; 

And  everie  year  this  freihe  Male 

Thefe  luftie  ladies  ride  aboute. 

And  I  muft  nedes  few  ^  her  route. 

In  this  manner  as  ye  nowe  fee. 

And  truffc  her  hallters  forth  with  mec. 

And  am  but  her  horfe  knave '. 

The  princefs  then  afks  her,  why  flie  wore  the  rich  bridle, 
fo  inconfiftent  with  the  reft  of  her  furniture,  her  drefs,  and 
horfe  ?  The  lady  anfwers,  that  it  was  a  badge  and  reward 
for  having  loved  a  knight  faithfully  for  the  laft  fortnight  of 
her  life. 

"  Now  have  ye  herde  all  mine  anfwcre ; 

"  To  god,  madam,  I  you  betake, 

"  And  warneth  all,  for  my  fake, 

*  Follow.  '  Their  groom* 

"  Of 
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"  Of  love,  that  thei  be  not  idell, 
"  And  bid  hem  thinke  of  my  bridell." 
And  with  that  wordc,  all  fodenly 
She  paffeth,  as  it  were  a  fkie". 
All  clean  out  of  th€  ladies  fight '. 

My  readers  will  eafily  conjefture  the  change  which  this 
fpe£lacle  muft  naturally  produce  in  the  obdurate  heart  of 
the  princefs  of  Armenia.  There  is  a  farther  proof  that  the 
Floure  and  Leafe  preceded  the  Confessio  Amantis.  In  the 
eighth  book,  our  author's  lovers  are  crowned  with  the 
Flower  and  Leaf. 

Myn  eie  I  cafte  all  aboutes. 

To  knowe  amonge  hem  who  was  who : 

I  figh  where  luftie  Youth  tho. 

As  he  which  was  a  capitayne 

Before  all  others  on  the  playne, 

Stode  with  his  route  wel  begon : 

Her  heades  kempt,  and  thereupon 

Garlondes  not  of  one  colour. 

Some  of  the  lefey  fome  of  thtfoure^ 

And  fome  of  grete  perles  were : 

The  new  guife  of  Berne  •  was  there,  &c  \ 

I  believe  on  the  whole,  that  Chaucer  had  publifhed  moft 
of  his  poems  before  this  piece  of  Gower  appeared.  Chaucer 
had  not  however  at  this  time  written  his  Testament  of 
Love  :  for  Gower,  in  a  fort  of  Epilogue  to  the  Confessio 
Amantis,  is  addreffed  by  Venus,  who  commands  him  to  greet 
Chaucer  as  her  favourite  poet  and  difciple,  as  one  who  had 
employed  his  youth  in  compofing  fongs  and  ditties  to  her 
honour.    She  adds  at  the  clofe, 

*  a  (hadow,  Xjcmi,  tmttrm.  '  Lib*  iv.  t  70.  fcf*  »  Boene.    Bohemuu 

t  lib.  viii.  f.  iS8«  a.  coL  i«  See  f»pr,  vol.  i.  p.  466, 

For  thy, 
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For  thy,  now  in  his  dates  olde^ 
Thou  fhalt  hym  tell  this  meffage. 
That  he  upon  his  later  age 
To  fette  an  ende  of  all  his  werke 
As  he,  which  is  myne  owne  clerke, 
Do  make  his  Testament  of  Love, 
As  thou  haft  done  thy  shrifte  above : 
So  that  my  court  it  maie  recorde  \ 

Chaucer  at  this  time  was  (ixty-five  years  of  age,  Thfr 
Court  of  Love,  one  of  the  pedantries  of  French  gallantry, 
occurs  often.  In  an  addrefs  to  Venus,  "  Madame,  I  am  a 
"  man  of  thync,  that  in  thy  Courte  hath  ferved  long'.*^ 
The  lover  obferves,  that  for  want  of  patience,  a  man  ought 
"  amonge  the  women  alle,  in  Loves  Courte,  by  judgement 
"  the  name  beare  of  paciant  \"  The  confeffor  declares,  that 
many  perfons  are  condemned  for  difclofing  fecrets,  "  la 
"  Loves  Courte,  as  it  is  faid,  that  lette  their  tonges  gone 
"  untide'/'  By  T^  Shrifte,  the  author  means  his  own 
poem  now  before  us,  the  Lover's  Confession. 

There  are  alfo  many  manifeft  evidences  which  lead  us  to 
conclude,  that  this  poiem  preceded  Chaucer's  Canterbury's 
Tales,  undoubtedly  fome  of  that  poet's  lateft  compofitions^ 
and  probably  not  begun  till  after  the  year  1382.  The  Mam 
OF  Lawes  Tale  is  circumftantially  borrowed  from  Gower's 
Constantia*:  and  Chaucer,  in  that  Tale,  apparently 
cenfures  Gower,  for  his  manner  of  relating  the  ftories  of 
Canace  and  ApoUonius  m  the  third  and  eighth  books  of  the 
C0NFES810  Amantis^.  The  Wife  of  Bathes  Tale  is  founded 

4  Lib.  viii.  f.  190.  b.  coT.  i>  *  Conf^Amant.  Lib.  u  f.  30.  b.  col.  2. 

^  Lib.  i.  f.  S.  b.  coL  i.  See  pardcnhrly*  ibid.  f..35.  k»  col.  2.  a« 

*  Lib.  iii.  f.  51.  a.  coL  i.  coL  1.   Anctcompare  Ch.  Man  op  L.T» 

«  Lib.  iii.  f.  5.2.  a.  coL  i.    Sec  Apr.  v.  5505.  •*  Some  men  wold  iayn,  Ac.** 

Yol.  i.  p.  460.    In  the  fame  ftrain,   we  That  is,  Gower. 

ha^e  Ci^'s/«nicMiK   lib.  viil  f.  X^t*  *  Sec  Chancer*,  ibil   r.  4soq.    Aad 

b.  coL  z.  QoBy^  dftm«t«  Ub.  ill.  f.  4,8.  lu  coL  K 
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on  Gower's  Florent,  a  knight  of  Rome,  who  delivers  the 
king  of  Sicily's  daughter  from  the  incantations  of  her  ftep- 
mother*.  Although  the  Gesta  Romanorum  might  have 
furnifhed  both  poets  with  this  narrative.  Chaucer,  however, 
among  other  great  improvements,  has  judicioufly  departed 
from  the  fable,  in  converting  Sicily  into  the  more  popular 
court  of  king  Arthur. 

Perhaps,  in  eftimating  Gower*s  merit,  I  have  puftied  the 
notion  too  far,  that  becaufe  he  (hews  fo  much  learning  he 
had  no  great  (hare  of  natural  abilities.  But  it  fhould  be 
confidered,  that  when  books  began  to  grow  fafliionable,  and 
the  reputation  of  learning  conferred  the  higheft  honour, 
poets  became  ambitious  of  being  thought  fcholars  ;  and  fa- 
crificed  their  native  powers  of  invention  to  the  oftentation 
of  difplaying  an  extenfive  courfe  of  reading,  and  to  the  pride 
of  profound  erudition.  On  this  account,  the  minftrels  of 
thefe  times,  who  were  totally  uneducated,  and  poured  forth 
fpontaneous  rhymes  in  obedience  to  the  workings  of  nature, 
often  exhibit  more  genuine  flrokes  of  pailion  and  imagina- 
tion, than  the  profeffed  poets.  Chaucer  is  an  exception  to 
this  obfervation :  whofe  original  feelings  were  too  ftrong  to 
be  fuppreffed  by  books,  and  whofe  learning  was  overbalanced 
by  genius. 

This  afFeftation  of  appearing  learned,  which  yet  was  natural 
at  the  revival  of  literature,  in  our  old  poets,  even  in  thofe  who 
were  altogether  deftitute  of  talents,  has  loft  to  pofterity  many  a 
curious  pi£ture  of  manners,  and  many  a  romantic  image.  Some 
of  our  antient  bards,  however,  aimed  at  no  other  merit,  than 
that  of  being  able  to  verfify ;  and  attempted  nothing  more, 
than  to  cloath  in  rhyme  thofe  fentiments,  which  would  have 
appeared  with  equal  propriety  in  profe. 

feq.    Lib.  idii.   f.  17c.  a.  col.  2.  feq.    I  from  French  into £ngli(h,  and  printed  in  the 

luve  jnft  difcovered,  ihaS  the  faTOurite  (lory  black  letter,  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  A.  D« 

of  Apollonioty  htving  appeared  in  antient  '  5 '  o-  4^°*    "  ^X^gc  Appolyn  of  Thyre." 

Greek*  Latin,  Saxon*   barbarous  Greek*  [See  fnpr.  vol  i.  p.  s^c]     A  copy  is  in 

«ad  old  Ff€aci^  was  at  length  tranilated  my  poffeHion.     *  Lib.  i.  f.  19.  b.  col.  2. 

SECT, 
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SECT. 


11. 


ON E  of  the  reafons  which  rendered  the  claffic  authors 
of  the  lower  empire  more  popular  than  thofe  of  a 
purer  age,  was  becaufe  they  were  chriftians.  Among  thefe, 
no  Roman  writer  appears  to  have  been  more  fludied  and 
efteemed,  from  the  beginning  to  the  clofe  of  the  barbarous 
centuries,  than  Boethius.  Yet  it  is  certain,  that  his  alle- 
gorical perfonifications  and  his  vifionary  philofophy,  founded 
on  the  abftraftions  of  the  Platonic  fchool,  greatly  concurred 
to  make  him  a  favourite  \  His  Consolation  of  Philoso- 
phy was  tranflated  into  the  Saxon  tongue  by  king  Alfred, 
the  father  of  learning  and  civility  in  the  midft  of  a  rude 
and  intraftable  people ;  and  illuftrated  with  a  commentary 
by  Affer  biftiop  of  Saint  David's,  a  prelate  patronifed  by^ 
Alfred  for  his  fingular  accomplifhments  in  literature,  about 
the  year  890.  Bifhop  Grofthead  is  faid  to  have  left  annota- 
tions on  this  admired  fyftem  of  morality.  There  is  a  very 
ancient  manufcript  of  it  in  the  Laurentian  library,  with  an 
infcription  prefixed  in  Saxon  charafters  \  There  are  few  of 
thofe  diftinguifhed  ecclefiaftics>  whofe  erudition  illuminated 
the  thickeft  gloom  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition  with  un- 
common luftre,  but  who  either  have  cited  this  performance,, 


*  It  is  obfenrable,  that  this  Sfirit  op 
Personification  tindares  the  writings 
of  Tome  of  the  chriftian  fathers,  about,  or 
rather  before,  this  period.  Moft  of  the 
agents  in  the  Shbfhbrd  of  Hbrmas  are 
iileal  beings.  An  ancient  lady  converfes 
with  Hermas,  and  tells  him  that  (he  is  the 
Church  op  God.  Afterwards  feveral 
virrins  appear  and  difcoiirfe  with  him ; 
and  when  he  defires  to  be  informed  who  thfty 
are,  he  is  told  by  the  Shbphird-Ancbl, 


that  they  arc  Faith,  Abstinence^ 
Patibncb,  Chastity,  Concord,  &c. 
Saint  Cvprian  relates,  that  the  church 
appeared  m  a  vifion,  in  'vifitne  ptr  no&em^ 
to  Colerinus  ;  and  commanded  hint  to  af- 
fume  the  office  of  Reader,  which  he  in 
humility  had.  declined.  Cyprian.  Epift. 
xxxix.  edit.  Oxon.  The  church  appear* 
ing  as  a  woman  they  perhaps  had  fiom  the 
icnpture,  Rbv.  xii.  i.  Esdras,  &c. 
^  Mabillon.  Itin.  Ital.  p.  221. 

or 
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or  honoured  it  with  a  panegyric  \  It  has  had  many  imita- 
tors. Eccard,  a  learned  French  Benediftine,  wrote  in  imi- 
tation of  this  Consolation  of  Philosophy,  a  work  in  verfe 
and  profe  containing  five  books,  entitled  the  Consolation 
OF  THE  Monks,  about  the  year  ii2o\  John  Gerfon  alfo,  a 
do6lor  and  chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  wrote  the 
Consolation  of  Theology  in  four  books,  about  the  year 
1420*.  It  was  the  model  of  Chaucer's  Testament  of 
Love.  It  was  tranflated  into  French  ^  and  Englifh  before 
the  year  1350'.  Dante  was  an  attentive  reader  of  Boethius. 
In  the  PuRGATORio,  Dante  gives  Theology  the  name  of  Bea- 
trix his  miftrefs,  the  daughter  of  Fulco  Portinari,  who  very 
gravely  moralifes  in  that  charafler.  Being  ambitious  of  fol- 
lowing Virgil's  fteps  in  the  defcent  of  Eneas  into  hell,  he 
introduces  her,  as  a  daughter  of  the  empyreal  heavens, 
bringing  Virgil  to  guide  him  through  that  dark  and  dan- 
gerous region  \  Leland,  who  lived  when  true  literature 
began  to  be  reftored,  fays  that  the  writings  of  Boethius  ftill 
continued  to  retain  that  high  eftimation,  which  they  had 
acquired  in  the  moft  early  periods.  I  had  almoft  forgot  to 
obferve,  that  the  Consolation  was  tranflated  into  Greek  by 
Maxim  us  Planudes,  the  moft  learned  and  ingenious  of  the 
Conftantinopolitan  monks  *. 

*  He  is  much  commended  as  a  catholic  atranflationofVirgilby  GuillaumeleRoy^ 

and  philofopher  by  Hincmarus  archbifhop  there  is  one  by  De  Cis,  or  Tliri,  an  old 

of"Rneims,  about  the  year  880.     Dc  Prae-  French  poet.     Matt.  Annal.  Typogr.   i. 

deftinat.  contr.  Godefchalch.  tom.  i.  2 1 1 .  p.  171.     Francifc.  a  Crucey   Bibl.  Gallic. 

ii.  62.  edit.  Sirmond.     And  by  John  of  p.  216.  247.     It  was  printed  in  Dutch  at 

Salifbury,  for  his  eloquence  and  argument.  Ghent,  apud  Arendde  Keyfer,  1485.  fol. 


Policrat.  vii.  15.       And  by  many  other  In  Spanifh  at  Valladolid,  1598,  fol.    See 

writers  of  the  fame  clafs.  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  458.     Polycarpus  Leyferus^ 

**  Sec  Trithem.  cap.  387.  de  S.  E.   And  in  that  very  fcarcc  book  De  PoesiMedii 

Illuftr.  Benedidlin.  ii.  107.  ^vi,  [printed  Hal ^,   1721,  Svo.l  enu- 

*  Opp.  tom.  i.  p.  130.  edit.  Dupin.     I  merates  many  curious  old  editions  of  Boc- 

think   there   is  a  French  Consolatio  thius,  p.  95.  105. 
Theologia  by  one  Cerifier.  ^  See  Purgat.  Cant.  xxx. 

'  See  Haym,  p.  199.  *  Montfauc.  Bibl.  Coiflin.  p.  140.     Of 

8  Befide  John  of  Meun*s  French  verfion  a  Hebrew  vcrfion,  fee  Wolf.     Bibl.  Hebr, 

of  Boethius,  printed  at  Lyons  1483,  with  tom.  i.  p.  229.  1092.  243.  354.  369. 

Vol.  II.  F  I  can 
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I  can  affign  only  one  poet  to  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the 
fourth  9  and  this  a  tranflator  of  Boethius  *"•  He  is  called  Johan- 
nes Capellanus,  or  John  the  Chaplain^  and  he  tranflated  into 
Englifh  verfe  the  treatife  De  Consolatione  Philosophic  in 
the  year  1410.  His  name  is  John  Walton,  He  was  canon  of 
Ofcncy,  and  died  fubdean  of  York.  It  appears  probable,  that 
he  was  patronifed  by  Thomas  Chaundler,  among  other  prefer- 
ments, dean  of  the  king's  chapel  and  of  Hereford  cathedral, 
chancellor  of  Wellp,  and  fucceffively  warden  of  Wykeham's 
two  colleges  at  Winchefter  and  Oxford ;  charafterifed  by 
Antony  Wood  as  an  able  critic  in  polite  literature,  and  by 
Leland  as  a  rare  example  of  a  do£lor  in  theology  who  graced 
fcholaftic  difputation  with  the  flowers  of  a  pure  latinity  *. 
In  the  Britifti  Mufeum  there  is  a  correft  manufcript  on  parch- 
ihent  of  Walton's  tranflation  of  Boethius :  and  the  margin 
is  filled  throughout  with  the  Latin  text,  written  by  Chaund- 
ler  above-mentioned  ".  There  is  another  lefs  elegant  manu- 
fcript in  the  fame  colleftion.  But  at  the  end  is  this  note ; 
Explicit  liber  Boecij  de  Confolatione  Pbilofophie  de  Latino  in  AngU^ 
€um  tranjlatus  A.  D.  141  o.  per  Capellanum  Joannem''.  This  is 
the  beginning  of  the  prologue,  "  In  fuffifaunce  of  cunnyng* 
and  witte."*  And  of  the  tranflation,  "  Alas  I  wretch  that 
whilom  was  in  welth."  I  have  feen  a  third  copy  in  the 
library  of  Lincoln  cathedral  "*,  and  a  fourth  in  Baliol  college  '^ 
This  is  the  tranflation  of  Boethius  printed  in  the  mo- 
naftery  of  I'aviflioke,  in  the  year  1525-  "  The  Boke  of 
**  Comfort,  called  in  Latin  Boecitis  de  Confolatione  Pbilofophie^ 


'  I  am  aware  that  Occlcve's  poem,  cafl- 
ed  the  Letter  of  Cupid^  was  wntten  in  this 
king's  reign  in  the  year  1402.  **  In  the 
**  year  of  grace  joyful!  and  joconde,  a 
••  thoufand  fower  hundred  and  feconde." 
Uny's  Chaucer  >  p.  537.  v.  475.  But 
diere  are  reafons  for  making  Occleve,  as  I 
have  done,  fomething  later.  Nor  is  Gower's 
BaJade  to  Henry  the  fourth  a  fufficient  reafon 
&)r  placing  him  in  that  reign.    Ibid.  p. 


540.    The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Chaucer.. 

'  Wood,  Hid.    Antlq.  Univ.  Oxon.  ii. 

p.  134.     Leland,  Script.  Brit.  Chavno- 

LBRUS. 

^  MSS.  Harl.  43.  i.  And  MSS.  CoU. 
Trin.  Oxon.  75. 

"  MSS.  Harl.  44.  chart,  et  pergam. 

•  MSS.  i.  53. 

P  MSS.  B.  5.  He  bequeathed  his  Biblia^ 
and  other  books>  to  this  library. 

**  Emprented 
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Emprentcd  in  the  exempt  monaftery  of  Taveftock  in  Den- 
fhyre,  by  me  Dan  Thomas  Rychard  monke  of  the  fayd 
monaftry.  To  the  inftant  defyre  of  the  right  worfliipfuU , 
efquyre  magifter  Robert  Langdon.  Anno  Domini^  MDXXV. 
DeograciasJ'  In  oftave  rhyme  ^  This  tranflation  was  made 
at  the  requeft  of  Elifabeth  Berkeley.  I  forbear  to  load  thefe 
pages  with  fpecimens  not  original^  and  which  appear  to  have 
contributed  no  degree  of  improvement  to  our  poetry  or  our 
phrafeology.     Henry  the  fourth  died  in  the  year  1399. 

The  coronation  of  king  Henry  the  fifth,  was  celebrated  in 
Weftminfter-hall  with  a  folemnity  proportioned  to  the  luftrc 
of  thofe  great  atchievements  which  afterwards  diftinguifhed 
the  annals  of  that  victorious  monarch.  By  way  of  preferving 
order,  and  to  add  to  the  fplendor  of  the  fpe6lacle,  many  of 
the  nobility  were  ranged  along  the  fides  of  the  tables  on 
large  war-horfes,  at  this  (lately  feftival;  which,  fays  my 
chronicle,  was  a  fecond  feaft  of  Ahafuerus '.  But  I  mention 
this  ceremony,  to  introduce  a  circumftance  very  pertinent  to 
our  purpofej  which  is,  that  the  number  of  harpers  in  the 
hall  was  innumerable ',  who  undoubtedly  accompanied  their 
inftruments  with  heroic  rhymes.  The  king,  however,  was 
no  great  encouragcr  of  the  popular  minftrelfy,  which  feems 
at  this  time  to  have  flourifhed  in  the  higheft  degree  of  per- 
feftion.  When  he  entered  the  city  of  London  in  triumph 
after  the  battle  of  Agincourt,  the  gates  and  ftreets  were 
hung  with  tapeftry,  reprefenting  the  hiftories  of  ancient 
heroes ;  and  children  were  placed  in  artificial  turrets,'  finging 
verfes ".  But  Henry,  difgufted  at  thefe  fecular  vanities,  com- 
manded by  a  formal  edi6l,  that  for  the  future  no  fongs 

P  This  Is  among  Rawlinfon's  Codd.  im-  printed  by  John  Cawood,  1556. 410.    Re- 

preif.  Bibl.  Bodl.     There  is  an  Englifh  printed  1566.  4to. 
tranflation  of  Boethius  by  one  George  ^  Thomae  dc  Elmham  Vit.   et  Geft. 

Colvil,    or  Coldewcll,    bred  at  Oxford,  Henr.  V.  edit.  Heame,  Oxon.  1727.  cap. 

with  the  Latin,  «*  according  to  the  bokc  xii.  p.  23.     Compare  Lei.  Coll.  Appkno. 

*'  of  the  tranflatoar,  which  was  a  very  old  iii.  226.  edit.  1770. 
'**  printe."  Dedicated  to  queen Maiy,  and  '  Elmham,  ubi  fupr.  p.  23. 

•  Elmham,  ubi  fupr.  cap.  xxxi.  p.  72. 

F  2  fhould 
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fhould  be  recited  by  the  harpers,  or  others,  in  praife  of  the 
recent  viftory  *.  This  prohibition  had  no  other  efFeft  than 
that  of  difplaying  Henry's  humility,  perhaps  its  principal 
and  real  defign.  Among  many  others,  a  minftrel-piece 
foon  appeared,  evidently  adapted  to  the  harp,  on  the  Seygb 
of  Harflett  and  the  Battallye  of  Agynkourte.  It 
was  written  about  the  year  141 7.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the 
moft  fpirited  lines. 

Sent  Jorge  be  fore  our  kyng  they  dyd  fe  *, 

They  trompyd  up  full  meryly, 

The  grete  battell  to  gederes  zed  ° ; 

Our  archorys  "^  theiy  fchot  ful  hartely,' 

They  made  the  Frenche  men  fafte  to  blede. 

Her  arrowys  they  went  with  full  good  fpede. 

Oure  enemyes  with  them  they  gan  down  throwe 

Thorow  brefte  plats,  habourgenys,  and  bafhets  *. 

Eleven  thoufand  was  flayne  on  a  rew  \ 

Denters  of  dethe  men  myzt  well  deme> 

So  fercelly  in  fFelde  theye  gan  fythe '. 

The  heve  upon  here  helmyts  fchene  * 

With  axes  and  with  fwerdys  bryzt. 

When  oure  arowys  were  at  a  flyzt  ^ 

Amon  the  Frenche  men  was  a  wel  fory  fchere  *.. 

Ther  was  to  bryng  of  gold  bokylyd  ^  fo  bryzt 

That  a  man  myzt  holde  a  ftrong  armoure. 

Owre  gracyus  kyng  men  myzt  knowe 

That  day  fozt  with  hys  owene  bond. 

The  erlys  was  dys  comwityd  up  on  a  rowe  % 

•  "  Cantus  de  fuo  triumphofieri,  feu       both  battles  main. ^  ^  Archers. 

«<  per  Ci  T  H  A  R I  ST  ASyVel  alios  quofcanque,  >  Bread-plates,  habergeons  and  helmets. 

««  Cantari,  pcnitus  prohibebat."  >  Ibid.  f  Row.                         *  Fight. 

p.  72.     And  Heamii  Prxfat.  p.  xxix.  fcjj.  *  "  They  ftruck  upon  their  bright  hcl- 

^.  viii.     See  alfo  HoUiogfh.  Chron.  iii.  mets."                           **  Flyine. 

p.  556.  col.  I.  40.  «  Much  diftrefs.            **  Budcled. 

«  "  The  French  faw  the  Ibmdard  of  •  I  believe  it  is   "  The  carls  he  had 

Saint  George  before  our  king."  <<  flain  were  all  thrown  together  on  aheap 

•  This  ii  Milton's  "  Together  rulb'd  •«  or  in  a  row." 

That 
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That  he  had  flayne  underftond* 

He  there  ^  fchevyd  oure  other  lordys  of  thys  lond, 

Forfothe  that  was  a  ful  fayre  daye* 

Therefore  all  England  maye  this  fyng 

Laws  ^  deo  we  may  well  faye. 

The  Duke  of  Glocetor,  that  nys  no  nay. 

That  day  full  wordely  ^  he  wrozt. 

On  every  fide  he  made  goode  waye, 

The  Frenche  men  fafte  to  grond  they  browzt^ 

The  erle  of  Hontynton  fparyd  nozt. 

The  erle  of  Oxynforthe  *  layd  on  all  foo  *", 

The  young  erle  of  Devynfchyre  he  ne  rouzt,. 

The  Frenche  men  faft  to  grunde  gan  goo. 

Our  Englifmen  thei  were  fFoul  fekes  do 

And  ferce  to  fyzt  as  any  lyone. 

Bafnets  bryzt  they  crafyd  a  to  *, 

And  bet  the  Trench  banerys  adoune; 

As  thonder-ftrokys  ther  was  a  fcownde  °, 

Of  axys  and  fperys  ther  they  gan  glyd* 

The  lordys  of  Franyfe  "  loft  her  renowne 

With  grefoly "  wondys  they  gan  abyde. 

The  Frenfche  men,  for  all  here  pryde,. 

They  fell  downe  all  at  a  flyzt : 

le  me  rende  they  cryde,  on  every  fyde. 

Our  Englys  men  they  underftod  nozt  arizt  ^ 

Their  pollaxis  owt  of  her  hondys  they  twizt. 

And  layde  ham  along  ftryte  ^  upon  the  graffe. 

They  fparyd  no  ther  deuke,  erlle,  ne  knyght '. 

'  Shewed.        «  Laus.         »»  Worthily.       D.  XII.  ii.  fol.  214.]  by  Heame,  Erm- 
*  Oxford.  ^  Alfo.  ham,  ut  fupr.  Append,  p.  359.  Num.  vi. 


'  «*  They  broke  the  bright  helmets  in  Seep.  371.  feq..  Thcreisyit^BATTAYLB 

two."  of  Egyncourte,   Libr.  impreff.  Bibl. 

»»  Sound.  "  France.  Bodl.  C.  39.  4to.  Art.  Selden.     Sec  Ob- 

•  Griefly.  servat.  on  Spenf.  ii.  41,     Dodlor  Percy 

p  *'  They  did  not  rightly."  has  printed  an  ancient  ballad  on  this  fubjed. 

^  Strait.  Anc.  Ball.  vol.  ii.  p.  24.  edit.  1767. 

'  Printed  [from  MSS.  Cotton.  Vitbll,  See  Heame's  Frafat.  ut  fupr.  p.  xxx. 

Thefe. 


38  THEHISTORYOF 

Thefe  verfes  are  much  lefs  intelligible  than  fome  of  Gower's 
and  Chaucer's  pieces,  which  were  written  fifty  years  before. 
In  the  mean  time  we  muft  not  miftake  provincial  for  national 
barbarifms.  Every  piece  now  written  is  by  no  means  a 
proof  of  the  aftual  ftate  of  ftyle.  The  improved  dialeft,  which 
yet  is  the  eftimate  of  a  language,  was  confined  only  to  a  few 
writers,  who  lived  more  in  the  world  and  in  polite  life :  and 
it  was  long,  before  a  general  change  in  the  public  phrafe- 
ology  was  effevSled.  Nor  muft  we  expeft  among  the  minftrels, 
who  were  equally  carelefs  and  illiterate,  thofe  refinements  of 
diftion,  which  mark  the  compofitions  of  men  who  profefledly 
ftudied  to  embellifh  the  Englifh  idiom. 

Thomas  Occleve  is  the  firft  poet  that  occurs  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  fifth.  I  place  him  about  the  year  1420.  Oc- 
cleve is  a  feeble  writer,  confidered  as  a  poet :  and  his  chief 
merit  feems  to  be,  that  his  writings  contributed  to  propagate 
and  eftablifh  thofe  improvements  in  our  language  which  were 
now  beginning  to  take  place.  He  was  educated  in  the  mu- 
nicipal law  %  as  were  both  Chaucer  and  Gower ;  and  it  re- 
fle6ls  no  fmall  degree  of  honour  on  that  very  liberal  pro- 
feffion,  that  its  ftudents  Were  fome  of  the  firft  who  attempted 
to  polifti  and  adorn  the  Englifh  tongue. 

The  titles  of  Occleve's  pieces,  very  few  of  which  have 
been  ever  printed,  indicate  a  coldnefs  of  genius ;  and  on  the 
whole  promife  no  gratification  to  thofe  who  feek  for  inven- 
tion and  fancy.  Such  as,  The  tale  of  Jonathas  and  of  a  wicked 
woman '.  Fable  of  a  certain  emperefs  °.  A  prologue  of  the  fiine 
lejfons  that  is  read  over  Allhalow-day ''.  The  moji  profitable  and 
holfojnefi  craft  that  is  to  cunne  *,  to  lerne  to  dye  ^.     Confolation  of-^ 

»  He  (ludied  in  Cbeftres-inn  where  So-  be  alfo  taken  from  the  Gesta   Roma- 

merfet-houfe  now  flands.     See  Buck>   De  no  rum.     Pr.  "  In  the  Roman   actys 

tenia  A  iglia  Accademia^  cap.  xxv.  writyn." 

«  Ubi.  infr.  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.    From  ^  Ubi  fupr.  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS. 

the  Gesta  RoMANORUM.  'Know. 

"  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  Scld.  fupr.  53.  Digb.  y  MSS.  Bodl.  ut  fupr.  And  MSS.  Reg. 

185.     Laud.  K.  78.     MSS.  Reg.  Brit.  Brit.  Muf.  17  D.  vi.  3.  4.    The  bcft  ma- 

Mm.    17  D.  vi.  2.    This  (lory  feems  to  nufcript  of  Occleve. 

fered 


ENGLISH    POETRY. 


39 


fered  hy  xin  old  man  ".  Pentq/ibicon  to  the  king.  Mercy  as  defined 
by  Saint  Atiflin.  Dialogue  to  a  friend^.  Dialogue  between  Oc- 
cleef  and  a  beggar^.  T!be  letter  of  Cupid"".  Verfes  to  an  empty 
purfe*.  But  Occleve's  moft  confiderable  poem  is  a  piece 
called  a  tranflation  of  Egidius  De  Regimine  Principum. 

This  is  a  fort  of  paraphrafe  of  the  firft  part  of  Ariftotle's 
cpiftle  to  Alexander  abovementioncd,  entitled  Secretum  Se* 
CRETORUM,  of  Egidius,  and  of  Jacobus  de  Cafulis,  whom 
he  calls  Jacob  de  Cajfolis.  Egidius,  a  native  of  Rorae,  a 
pupil  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  eminent  among  the  fchoolmen  by 
the  name  oiDoStor  Fundatijimus^  and  an  archbifhop,  flouriftied 
about  the  year  1280.  He  wrote  a  Latin  tra6l  in  three  books 
De  Regimine  Principum,  or  the  Art  of  Government,  for 
the  ufe  of  Philip  le  Hardi,  fon  of  Louis  king  of  France,  a 
work  highly  efteemed  in  the  middle  ages,  and  tranflated  early 
into  Hebrew,  French*,  and  Italian.  In  thofe  days  eccle- 
fiaftics  and  fchoolmen  prefumed  to  diftate  to  kings,  and  to 
give  rules  for  adminiftering  ftates,  drawn  from  the  narrow 
circle  of  fpeculation,  and  conceived  amid  the  pedantries  of 
a  cloifter.  It  was  probably  recommended  to  Occleve's  notice^ 
by  having  been  tranflated  into  Englifli  by  John  Trevifa,  a 
celebrated  tranflator  about  the  year  1390  ^  The  original 
was  printed  at  Rome  in  1482,  and  at  Venice   1498,   and> 


»MSS.Digb.  185.    More  [Cant] 427. 

«  MSS.  Seld.  ut  fupr. 

b  MSS.  Harl.  4826.  6. 

«=MSS.Digb.  181.  MSS.  Arch.  Bodl. 
Seld.  6.  24.  It  is  printed  in  Chaucer's 
Works,  Urr.  p.  534.  Bale  [MS.  Glynne] 
mentions  one  or  two  more  pieces,  particu- 
larly De  Thefeo  Athenienji^  lib.  l.  Pr. 
"  Turn  effet,  ut  veteres  hiftorix  tradunt." 
This  is  the  beginning  of  Chaucer's 
Knight's  Tale.  And  there  are  other 
pieces  in  the  libraries. 

^  This,  and  the  Pentaftichon  ad  Regem^ 
are  in  MSS.  Fairf.  xvi.  Bibl.  Bodl.  And 
in  the  editions  of  Chaucer.  But  the  former 


appears  to  be  Chaucer's,  from  the  twenty 
additional  flanzas  not  printed  in  Urry'& 
Chaucer,  pag.  549.  MSS.  Harl.  2251. 
133.  fol.  298. 

*=  Wolf.  Biblioth.  Hebr.  tom.  iii.  p. 
1206.  It  was  tranflated  into  French  by 
Henry  de  Gand,  at  the  command  of  Philip 
king  of  France.  Mem.  dc  Lit.  tom.  xvii.. 
p.  733.  4to. 

♦  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  Digb.  233.  Princip. 
"  To  his  fpecial,  [etc.]  politik  fentence 
"  that  is."  In  this  manufcript  there  is  an 
elegant  picture  of  a  monk,  or  ccdefiaftic^ 
prelenting  a  book  to  a  king.  See  fupr*. 
vol.i.  p.  343*  Notes,  g. 

IthinJc. 
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I  think,  again  at  the  fame  place  in  1598  **.  The  Italian 
tranflation  was  printed  at  Seville,  in  folio,  1494,  "  Tran-^ 
**  fladar  de  Latin  en  romance  don  Bernardo  Obifpo  de  Ofma : 
*'  impreflb  por  Meynardo  Ungut  Alemano  et  Staniflao  Polono 
**  Companeros."  The  printed  copies  of  the  Latin  are  very 
rare,  but  the  manufcripts  innumerable.  A  third  part  of  the 
third  book,  which  treats  of  De  Re  Militari  VeterUmy  was 
printed  by  Hahnius  in  1722*.  One  of  Egidius's  books,  a 
commentary  on  Ariftotle  de  ANiNfA,  is  dedicated  to 'our 
Edward  the  firft^ 

Jacobus  de  Cafulis,  or  of  Cafali  in  Italy,  another  of  the 
writers  copied  in  this  performance  by  our  poet  Occleve,  a 
French  Dominican  friar,  about  the  year  1290,  wrote  in  four 
parts  a  Latin  treatife  on  chefs,  or,  as  it  is  entitled  in  fome 
manufcripts,  De  moribus  hominum  et  de  offkih  nobilium  fuper 
LuDo  Latrunculorum  Jive  Scaccorum.  In  a  parchment 
manufcript  of  the  Harleian  library,  neatly  illuminated,  it  is 
thus  entitled.  Liber  Moralis  de  Ludo  Scaccorum,  ad  bo^ 
norem  et  folacium  Nobilium  et  maxime  ludencium^  per  fratrem 
Jacobum  de  Cassulis  ordinis  fratrum  Pradicatorum.  At  the 
conclufion,  this  work  appears  to  be  a  tranflation'.  Pits 
carelefsly  gives  it  to  Robert  Holcot,  a  celebrated  Englifli  the- 
ologifl,  perhaps  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe  Holcot  was 
likewife  a  Dominican.  It  was  printed  at  Milan  in  1479.  ' 
believe  it  was  as  great  a  favourite  as  Egidius  on  Govern- 
ment, for  it  was  tranflated  into  French  by  John  Ferron, 
and  John  Du  Vignay,  a  monk  hofpitalar  of  Saint  James  du 


*"  All  b  folio.  Thofe  of  1482,  and 
15989  are  in  the  Bodleian  library.  In  All- 
Souls  college  library  at  Oxford,  there  is  a 
manufcript  Tabula  in  ^gidium  de 
Regimine  Principum,  by  one  Thomas 
Abyndon.     MSS.  G.  i.  5. 

^  In  the  firil  tome  of  Collegia  Monumen- 
torum  'veter.  et  recent,  ineditorum.  £.  Cod. 
MS.  in  Biblioth.  Obrecktina.    The  curious 


reader  may  fee  a  full  account  of  Egidius 
de  Regimine  Principum  in  Morlier, 
EJfcus  de  Litter ature^  torn.  i.  p.  198.  feq. 
And  of  the  Venetian  edition  in  1498,  in 
Theophilus  Sincerus  De  Lihris  Rariorib. 
tom.  1.  p.  82.  feq. 

k  Cave,  p.  755.  edit.  1688. 

'  MSS.  Harl.  1275.  1.  410.  membran. 


Haut-pag, 
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HauNpag  ",  under  the  patronage  of  Jeanne  dutcheft  of  Bour- 
gogne,  Caxton's  patroncfs,  about  the  year  1360,  with  the 
title  of  Le  Jeu  des  Echecs  moralife^  or  Le  traite  des  Nobles 
£t  de  gens  du  peuple  felon  le  Jeu  des  Echecs.  This  was  after- 
wards tranflated  by  Caxton,  in  1474,  who  did  not  know 
that  the  French  was  a  tranflation  from  the  Latin,  and  called 
the  Game  of  the  Chess.  It  was  alfo  tranflated  into  Ger- 
man, both  profe  and  verfc,  by  Conrade  von  Almenhufen  *. 
Bale  abfurdly  fuppofes  that  Occleve  made  a  feparate  and 
regular  tranflation  of  this  work  *. 

Occleve's  poem  was  nwer  printed.    This  is  a  part  of  the 
Prologue, 

Arifl:otle,  moft  famous  philofofre% 
His  epiftles  to  Alifaunder  fent  ^  % 
Whos  fentence  is  wd  bet  then  golde  in  cofre^ 
And  more  holfum,  grounded  in  trewe  entente 
Fore  all  that  ever  the  EpifUe  ment 
To  fettc  us  this  worthi  conqueroure. 
In  rewle  howe  to  fufteyne  his  honoure. 
The  tender  love,  and  the  fervent  good  chere^^ 
That  the  worthi  clerke  aye  to  this  king  here, 
Thrufl:ing  fore  his  welth  durable  to  be^ 
Unto  his  hert  flah  and  fate  fovere. 
That  bi  writing  his  counftl  gaf  he  clere 

^  Who  alfo  tranflated  tiis  Go&he*  'lafcia  OcCLtrt. 

Legend  of  James  de  Voragincy  and  the  p  The  learned dodor  Gerard Langbalne, 

Speculum  HisToaiAtBof  Vincent  of  audiof  of  the  Li'ves  of  the  Dramatick  Poets, 

Beauvais.      ViedePetr.  torn.  iii.  p.  548.  ipeaking  of  the  Regimine  Principum 

And  Mem.  Lit.  xvii.  742.  746.  747.  edit.  b/  Occleve,  fays  that  it  is  *<  colledled  out 

^to.  ^*  of  AriHotle,  Alexander,  and  i£gidiu« 

*  Set  Jacob.  Quetif.  torn.  L  p.  471.  ii.  **  on  the  fame,  and  Jacobus  de  CafTolis 

^p.  81S.    Lambecctom.  ii.  Bibl.  Vindob.  **  (a  fryar  preacher)  his  book  of  chefs^ 

p.  S4S.    One  Simeon  Ailward,  an  En-  **  viz.  that  part  where  he  fpeaks  of  the 

ililhman,  about  the  year  1456,  wrote  a  '<  king's  draught,  &c."  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS. 

•atki  poem  D§  Ludo  Scaccorum.      Pitf.  Langb.  Cod.  xv.  pag.  102. 
Append,  p.  ^09.  Prindp.  **  Ludus  ta^  1  See  fupr.  p.  9. 

oomm  datur  mc  corredio  morom." 

Vol.  U.  G  Unto 
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Unto  his  lord  to  hope  him  from  mifcbaunce. 

As  witnefleth  his  Boke  of  Governaunce ', 

Of  which,  and  of  Giles  his  Regiment  * 

Of  prince's  plotmele,  think  I  to  tranflete,,  &c. 

My  dere  mayfter,  god  his  foul  quite  \ 

And  fader  Chaucer  fayne  would  have  me  taught> 

But  I  was  dule  %  and  learned  lyte  or  naught. 

Alas  my  worthie  maifter  honorable. 

This  londis  verray  trefour  and  richeffe, 

Deth  by  thy  deth  bathe  harme  irreparable 

Unto  us  done :  his  vengeable  durefTe  * 

Difpoiled  hath  this  lond  of  the  fweetncffe 

Of  rhetoryke,  for  unto  TuUius 

Was  never  man  fo  like  amongeft  us. 

Alas !  who  was  here  ^  in  phylofophy 

To  Ariftotle  in  owre  tonge  but  thow  ? 

The  fteppis  of  Virgile  in  poefie 

Thou  fuedeft '  eke  :  men  knowe  well  inowe 

That  combre- world  •  that  thou,  my  mayfter,  flowe  * : 

Wold  I  flaine  were !  Deth  was  too  haftife 

To  rertne  on  thee,  and  reve  thee  of  thy  life : 

She  might  have  tarried  her  vengeaunce  awhile 

To  that  fome  man  had  egal  to  thee  be : 

Nay,  let  that  be :  fhe  knew  well  that  this  ifte 

May  never  man  forth  bryng  like  unto  thee. 

And  her  of  ofRs  nedis  do  mote  fhe ;  c 

God  bade  her  fo,  I  truft  for  all  the  beft, 

O  mayfter,  mayfter,  god  thy  foule  reft ! 


f    '  Arifbtle's  Secretum  Secrbtorum.  *  He  calls  death  the  incumbrana  of  the 

I   *  i£gidius  de  Regimine  Primcipvm*  world.    The  expreffion  feems  to  be  taken 

«  Aquitt.  Save.  from  Chaucer,  where  Troilus  fays  of  hhn- 

■  Dull.  felf,  "  I  combre'ivorldf  that  male  of  n^ 

«  Cruelty.  ^*  thing  fervc,"  Tr.  Crcff.  p.  307.  v.  279. 

y  There.  Urr.  edit, 

»  FoUowcdil*  ^  Slew. 

ia 
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In  another  part  of  the  Prologue  we  have  thefe  pathetic 
lines,  which  feem  to  flow  warm  from  the  heart,  to  the 
memory  of  the  immortal  Chaucer,  who  I  believe  was  rather 
Occleve's  model  than  his  matter,  or  perhaps  the  patron  and 
encourager  of.  his  ftudies. 

But  weleawaye,  fo  is  myne  herte  wo 

That  the  honour  of  Englifh  tonge  is  dede, 

Of  which  I  wont  was  han  counfel  and  rede ! 

O  mayfter  dere,  and  fadir  reverent. 

My  mayfter  Chaucer,  floure  of  eloquence, 

Mirrour  of  frufluous  ente;ndement, 

O  univerfal  fadir  in  fcience, 

Alas  that  thou  thine  excellent  prudence 

In  thy  bed  mortel  migheft  not  bequethe. 

What  eyled  "  Deth  ?  Alas  why  would  he  fle'  the ! 

O  Deth  that  didift  nought  harm  fmgulere 

In  flaughtre  of  him,  but  all  the  lond  it  fmertith : 

But  nathelefle  yit  haftowe  ^  no  powere 

His  name  to  fle.    His  hie  vertue  aftertith 

Unflayn  from  thee,  which  aye  us  lifely  hertith 

With  boke  of  his  ornate  enditing. 

That  is  to  all  this  load  enlumyning*, 

Occleve  feems  to  have  written  fome  of  thefe  verfes  imme- 
diately on  Chaucer's  death,  and  to. have  introduced  them 
long  afterwards  into  this  Prologue. 

It  is  in  one  of  the  royal  manufcripts  of  this  poem  in  the 
Britifh  Mufeum  that  Occleve  has  left  a  drawing  of  Chaucer ' : 

«  AUed.  MSS.  Harl.  4826.  7.  and  4.866.    In  fome 

*  Hat  thou.  of  thcfc  a  fort  of  dialogue  is  prefixed  be- 

«  MSS.  Rawlinf.  647.  fol.     This  poem  tween  a  father  and  a  fon.     Occleve,  in  the 

has  at  the  end  "  Explicit  ^^idius  de  Re-  Prologue  cited  in  the  text,  mentions  Ja^ 

«*  gimine  Prindpum''  in  MSS.  Laud.  K.  co6us  Ji  Cojffklis  [Cafulis]  as  one  of  his 

78.  Bibl.  Bodl.  See  alfo  ibid.  MSS.  Selden.  authors. 

Supr.  53.Digb.  185.     MSS.  Aftimol.  40.  *  MSS.  Reg.  17  D.  vi.  i. 

MSS.  Reg.   17  D.  ri.   1.    17  D.  xviii. 

G  2  according 
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according  to  which,  Chaucer's  portraiture  was  made  on  hik 
monument,   in  the  chapel  of  Saint  Blafe  in  Wefbninfter- 
abbey,  by  the  benefaction  of  Nicholas  Brigham,  in  the  year 
1556^.    And  from  this  drawing,  in  1598,  John  Speed  pro- 
cured the  print  of  Chaucer  prefixed  to  Speght's  edition  of 
his  works ;  which  has  been  fince  copied  in  a  mod:  finifhed 
engraving  by  Vertuc  ^.    Yet  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the 
fame  drawing  occurs  in  an  Harleian  manufcript  written  about 
Occleve's  age  \  and  in  another  of  the  Cottonian  department  ^^ 
Occleve  himfelf  mentions  this  drawing  in  his  Consolatio 
Servilis.    It  cxaftiy  refembles  the  curious  pifture  on  board 
of  our  venerable  bard,  prcferved  in  the  Bodleian  gallery  at 
Oxford.     I  have  a  very  old  pifture  of  Chaucer  cm  boards 
much  like  Occleve*s,  formerly  kept  in  Chaucer's  houfe,   a 
quadrangular  ftone-manfion,  at  Woodftock  in  Oxfordfhire  ;. 
which  commanded  a  profpeft  of  the  ancient  magnificent 
royal  palace,  and  of  many  beautiful  fcenes  in  the  adjacent 
park :  and  whofe  laft  remains,  chiefly  confifting  of  what  was 
called  Chaucer's  bed-chamber,  with  an  old  carved  oaken  rooJ^ 
evidently  original,  were  demoliftied  about  fifteen  years  ago,. 
Among  the  ruins,  they  found  an  ancient  gold  coin  of  the 
city  of  Florence  '•     Before  the  grand  rebellion,  there  was  ia 
the  windows  of  the  church  of  Woodftock,  an  eicucheon  in 
painted  glafs  of  the  arms  of  fir  Payne  Rouet»  a  kmght  of 
Henault,  whofe  daughter  Chaucer  married. 

Occleve,  in  this  poem,  and  in  others,   often  celebrates 
Humphrey  duke  of  Gloccfter  "j  who  at  the  dawn  of  fciehce 


c  He  was  of  Caverfham  in  Oxfordfhire.  in  England.     Chancer,  Parx^on.  Tali^ 

Edncated  at  Hart- Hall  in  Oxfbrd,    and  Vi  2290.  p.  135.  col.  2.     *'  For  that  th^ 

ftndied  die  law.     He  died  at  Wefhainffer,  "  Florains   ben  fo  faire  and  bright." 

1559.  Edward  the  third,  in  13449  altered  it  front. 

^fn  Uny's  edit.  1721.  £bl.  a  lower  value  to  6/.  and  BJ.  The  partial- 

*■  MSS.  Harl.  4866.    The  drawing  is  lar  piece  I  have  mentioned  feexns  about, 

atfol.  91.  thatvaloe. 

^  MSS.  Cotton.  Ont.  A.  18.  »  iU  he  does  John  of  GauiU. 

^  AI  thiDkaFLaB^siHy  antiently  cofluaoo 

was 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  45 

i«ras  a  (ingtilar  promoter  of  literature,  and,  however  luiqua- 
lificd  for  political  intrigues,  the  common  patron  of  the 
fehoiars  of  the  time^.  A  (ketch  of  his  character  in  that 
▼iew,  is  therefore  too  clofely  connedled  with  our  fubjed:  to  be 
ccnfurcd  as  an  unneceflary  digrcffion.  About  the  year  1440,, 
he  gave  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  a  library  containing  fix 
hundred  volumes,  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  which 
were  valued  at  more  than  one  thoufand  pounds.  Thefe  books 
are  called  NeviT'raBatus^  or  New  Tfeatifes,  in  the  univerfity- 
regifter",  and  faid  to  be  admirandi  apparatus''.  Tliey  were 
the  moft  fplendid  and  coftly  copies  that  could  be  procured,, 
finely  written  on  vellum,  and  elegantly  embellifhed  with 
miniatures  and  illuminations.  Among  the  reft  was  a  tranf- 
ktion  into  French  of  Ovid's  Metamorphofes '.  Only  a 
fingle  fpecimen  of  thefe  valuable  volumes  was  fuffered  to 
remain :  it  is  a  beautiful  manufcript  in  folio  of  Valeiius. 
Maximus,  em-iched  with  the  moft  elegant  decorations,  and 
written  in  Duke  Humphrey's  age,  evidently  with  a  defign  of 
being  placed  in  this  fumptuous  coUedlion.  All  the  reft  of 
the  books,^  which,  like  this,  being  highly  ornamented,  look-^ 
ed  like  miiials^  and  conveyed  ideas  of  popifti  fuperftition,. 
were  deftroyed  or  removed  by  the  pious  vifitors  of  the  uni- 
Tcrfity  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fixth,  whofe  zeal  was 
equalled  only  by  their  ignorance^  or  perhaps  by  their  avarice*. 
A  great  number  of  clafScs,  in  this  grand  work  of  reforma- 
tion, were  condemned  as  antichriftian  ^..  In  the  library  o£ 
Oriel  college  at  Oxford,  we  find  a  manufcript  Commentary  tm 
Genefisy  written  by  John  Capgrave,  a  monk  of  faint  Auftin'5 
monaftery  at  Canterbury,  a  learned  theologift  of  the  four- 
teenth century.  It  is  the  author's  autograph,  and  the  work 
is  dedicated  to  Humphrey  duke,  of  Glocefter.    In.  the  fuperb> 


'  Rcr.  F.  fol.  $%,  M.  b.  Epift.  i.4«4, 

*  Ibid.  foL  57.  b.  00.  a.  Epift.  148.  or  matilated*     XiCland,  coD.  iii.  p»  ^Z. 

^l4land«.a)D.  iii.  p.  s^*  ^t.  i770..  ^^ 


^  Some  however  had  been  before  ftoleni 
r  matilatci 
i^l4land«.cofl.  iii.  p.  58.  iiXi.  i770..         ti^u.ijjp. 

initial 
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initial  letter  of  the  dedicatory  epiftle  is  a  curious  illumina- 
tion of  the  author  Capgrave,  humbly  prefenting  his  book  to 
his  patron  the  duke,  who  is  featcd,  and  covered  with  a  fort 
of  hat.  At  the  end  is  this  entry,  in  the  hand-writing  of 
duke  Humphrey.  ^^  C  eft  livre  eft  a  moy  Humfrey  due  de  Ghu- 
**  ceftre  du  don  defrere  yeban  Capgrave j  quy  le  me  ftft  prefenter  a 
**  mon  manoyr  de  Penjherft  le  jour  .  . .  de  P  an.  Mcccxxxvm  '/* 
This  is  one  of  the  books  which  Humphrey  gave  to  his  new 
library  at  Oxford,  deftroyed  or  difperfed  by  the  a6live  re- 
formers of  the  young  Edward*.  John  Whethamftede,  a 
learned  abbot  of  faint  Alban's,  and  a  lover  of  fcholars,  but 
accufed  by  his  monks  for  negledling  their  affairs,  while  he 
was  too  deeply  engaged  in  ftudious  employments  and  in  pro- 
curing tranfcripts  of  ufeful  books  \  notwithftanding  his  un- 
wearied afliduity  in  beautifying  and  enriching  their  monaf- 
tcry  %  was  in  high  favour  with  this  munificent  prince  *.  The 
duke  was  fond  of  vifiting  this  monaftery,    and  employed 


'Cod.  MSS.  32. 

•  He  gave  alio  Capgrave  super  Exo- 
DUM  ET  Regum  LiBROs.  Rcgiftr. Univ. 
Oxon.  F.  fol.  e-j.  b. 

'  Sapr.  vol.  i.  Sec  Dissertat.  i. 
*  Signat.  F.  2.  We  are  told  in  this  abbot's 
Gesta,  that  foon  after  his  inftallment  he 
built  a  library  for  his  abbey,  a  delign  which 
had  long  employed  his  contemplation.  He 
covered  it  with  lead ;  and  expended  on  the 
bare  walls,  beiides  deiks,  glafing,  and  em- 
battelling,  or,  to  ufe  the  expreffions  of  my 
chronologer,  i-eduda  'vitriacione^  crefiacione, 
pofitione  defcorum^  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds.  Apud  Heame's  Ot- 
terbournb,  vol.  i.  Praefat.  Append,  p. 
cxxiii.  ed.  Oxon.  1732.  He  founded  alio 
a  library  for  all  the  Undents  of  his  monaf- 
tery at  Oxford.  Ibid.  p.  cxiii.  And  to  each 
of  thefe  fludents  he  allowed  an  annual  pen- 
iion,  at  his  own  expence,  of  thirteen  Ihil- 
lings  and  four-pence.  Ibid.  p.  cxviii.  Sec 
artfo  p.  cxxix.  A  grand  tranfcript  of  the 
Foftilla  of  Nicholas  de  Lyra  on  the  bible 


was  begun  during  his  abbacy,  and  at  his 
command,  with  the  moft  fplendid  ornaments 
and  hand- writing.  The  monk  who  records 
this  important  anecdote,  lived  foon  after 
him,  and  fpeaks  of  this  great  undertaking, 
then  unfinished,  as  if  it  was  fome  magnih- 
cent  public  edifice.  <<  God  grant,  fays  he, 
**  that  this  work  in  our  days  may  receive  a 
**  happy  confummation !"    Ibid.  p.  cxvi. 

"  Among  other  things,  he  expended  forty 
pounds  in  adorning  the  roof  and  walls  of 
the  virgin  Mary's  chapel  with  pidures. 
Gest.  ut  fupr.  p.  ex.  He  gave  to  the 
choir  of  the  church  an  organ  ;  than  which, 
fays  my  chronicler,  there  was  not  one  to 
be  found  in  any  monaflery  in  England,  more 
beautiful  in  appearance,  more  pleafmg  for 
its  harmony,  or  more  curious  in  its  con- 
flrudion.  It  cod  upwards  of  ^hy  pounds. 
Ibid.  p.  cxxviii.  His  new  buildings  were 
innumerable:  and  the  Master  of  the 
Works  was  of  his  inflitution,  with  an  am- 
ple falary.  Ibid.  p.  cxiii. 

'  Leland,  Script.  Brit.  p.  437. 

abbot 
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abbot  Whethamftede  to  colleft  valuable  books  for  him  ^ 
Some  of  Whethamftede^s  trails,  manufcript  copies  of  which 
often  occur  in  our  libraries,  are  dedicated  to  the  duke  * : 
who  prefented  many  of  them,  particularly  a  fine  copy  of 
Whethamftede's  Granarium*,  an  immenfe  work,  which 
Leland  calls  ingens  volumen^  to  the  new  library  \  The  copy 
of  Valerius  Maximus,  which  I  mentioned  before,  has  a 
curious  table  or  index  made  by  Whethamftede  ^  Many 
other  abbots  paid  their  court  to  the  duke  by  fending  hini 
prefents  of  books,  whofe  margins  were  adorned  with  the 
moft  exquifite  paintings  \  Gilbert  Kymer,  phyfician  ta 
king  Henry  the  fixth,  among  other  ecclefiaftic  promotions, 
dean  of  Salifbury,  and  chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford %  infcribed  to  duke  Humphrey  his  famous  medical  fyftem 
Diaetarium  de  fanitatis  cujiodia^  in  the  year  1424'.  I  do  not 
mean  to  anticipate  when  I  remark^  that  Lydgate,  a  poet 
mentioned  hereafter,  tranflated  Eoccacio's  book  de  Casibus 
viRORUM  iLLusTRiuM  at  the  recommendation  and  command, 
and  under  the  protection  and  fuperintendence,  of  duke  Hum- 
phrey :  whofe  condefcenfion  in  converfmg  with  learned  eccle- 
fiaftics,  and  diligence  in  ftudy,  the  tranflator  difplays  at  large, 
and  in  the  ftrongeft  expreffions  of  panegyric.  He  compares 
the  duke  to  Julius  Cefar,  who  amidft  the  weightieft  cares  of 
ftate,   was  not  aihamed  to  enter  the  rhetorical  fchool   of 


7  Leland,   ibid.   442.  432.      See  atfo  «  Regiftr.  Univ.  Oxon.  F  f.  68. 

Hollinfli.  Chron.  f.  488.  b.    And  f.  1234.  *»  Leland,  ubi  modo  infr. 

1235.    1080.   868.  662.      Wecvcr  Fun.  «  MSS.  Bodl.  NE.  vii.  ii.. 

MoN.  p.  562.  574.     Whethamftede  ercdl-  ^  "  Multos  codices,    pulcherrinti pi^osy, 

cd  in  his  life-time  the  beautiful  tabernacle  ab  abbatibus   dono  acccpit.**     The  Duke 

or  Ihrintf  of  ftone,   now  remaining,   over  wrote  in   the  frontifpieccs  of  his   books, 

the  tomb  of  duke  Humphrey  in  famt  Al-  Moun   bien,  mondain.     Leland.  Coll. 

ban's  abbey  church.     Hcarne's  Otterb.  iii.  p.  58,  edit,  ut  fupr. 

ut  fupr.  p.  cxxi.  fcq.     See  alfo  ibid.  p.  '^  By  the  recommendatory  letters  of  duke 

cxix.  cxvi.  Humphrey.      Regiftr.  Univ.  Oxon.  R.  fol. 

*  See  Whethamftede,' D^i;/>//  illujlribusy  75.  Lpift.  180. 

Brit.  Muf.  MSS.     Cotton.  Tiber.  D.  vi.  '  See  Hearne's  Append,  ad  Libr.  Nigr. 

i.    Oth.  B.  iv.    And  Hcarne,  Prcf.  Pet,  Scaccar.p.  550.  AndPrsefat.  p.  34. 
Langtoft.  p.  xix.  feq. 


Cicera 
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Cicero  at  Rome*,  Nor  was  his  patronage  confined  only  to 
£ngli{h  fcholars.  His  favour  was  folicited  by  the  moft  cele- 
brated writers  of  France  and  Italy,  many  of  whom  he  boun- 
tifully rewarded*.  Leonard  Aretine,  one  of  the  firft  re- 
Aorers  of  the  Greek  tongue  in  Italy,  which  he  learned  of 
Emanuel  Chryfoloras,  and  of  polite  literature  in  general, 
dedicates  to  this  univerfal  patron  his  elegant  Latin  tranflation 
of  Ariftotle's  Politics.  The  copy  prefcnted  to  the  duke  by 
the  tranflator,  moft  elegantly  illuminated,  is  now  in  the 
Bodleian  library  at  Oxford  *.  To  the  fame  noble  encourager 
4rf  learning,  Petrus  Candidus,  the  friend  of  Laurentius 
Valla,  and  fecretary  to  the  great  Cofmo  duke  of  Milan,  in- 
scribed by  the  advice  of  the  archbifhop  of  Milan,  a  Latin 
verfion  of  Plato's  Republic*.  An  illuminated  manufcript 
of  this  tranflation  is  in  the  Britifh  mufeum,  perhaps  the  ropy 
prefcnted,  with  two  epiftles  prefixed,  from  the  duke  to  Petrus 
Candidus'.  Petrus  de  Monte,  another  learned  Italian,  of 
Venice,  in  the  dedication  of  his  treatife  de  Virtutum  et 
ViTioxuM  Differentia  to  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  mention! 

t  PitoL.  Sign.  A.  ii.  A.liL  edit.  Way-      ^  terra  dom.  Job.  Ljdgate  mifla  ad  dnceoi 
la&d,  ot  fi]pc«     He  adds,  ''  Glocefbie  in  t^mp^retranJlati^nisBtbmfii^ 

A«-l  l.*A  ;^-  «^ffc  ^Urlr^  ^  Unmiiiim^^  *'  P^  •/•TttmiUU  ^CUMSi.**     MSS.  ibid.  C. 

And  hath  joyc  with  ckrkestaeomanmc,  ^j^^     Sccalfoibid.  lu.iol  279.  b.  of 

And  no  man  IS  more  expert  m  langage,  ^e  dice's  marriage.       ^             ^' 

^ble  m  (bdy.-  ,    ,            „  »» Leland,  Scri^.  p.  442. 

His  courage  never  dothe  appall  1  3^  ^^^  B(5i.  b.Vs.  10.    And  Le- 

To  ibdy  m  bokes  of  anuquitie.—  j^j    ^^      n  x^t                          ««  *a?- 

He  ftadicth  em  to  luve  intelligence,  "TI,!^^- |^';                 ^nj  Mi£ 

^^^■Ki  '±*:7k-  •* AJlunol.  789.  f.  54- 56.    Where  «e\£ 

And  with  rapport  rfh«  magni£cenoe.  tvroofthe'diL'.epiftl^5toPetr«C«did«I 

Under  the  wiap  of  h.jproteftjo.,-  ,  p.  c^^  D^mhris,  Dud  MedioS 

I  (hall  proceed  in  thu  tnmflaaon.--  ^  f^^j,  Tranllatio Pol.ti*  PUtoni*!- 

U>wlyfbbmittyng,eTeryhou.eandfpaoe,  ^  Hamfiednm  Gtouceftrie  DooeiTic 

My  rude  hagage  to  «y  Uwlei  grace.  Cui  j>r«fimntur  du«  Epiftobe  D«L  Git 

See  alio  fol.  xxxviii.  b.  col.  2.    Lydgate  ceflrut  ad  P.  Candidnm.   Moft  elegaatl/ 

has  an  epitaph  on  the  duke,  MSS.  Afiimol.  written.   Membran.  ad  fin.  "  Ceft  livre  eft 

59.  2.  MSS.  Harl.  225 1 . 6.  fol.  7.    There  "  a  moy  Homfiey  Ducde  Glooeftie  da  don 

J^  a  curiou*  letter  of  Lydgate,  in  whidi  he  "  P.  CandiduirecretariedadncdeMyho.** 

•fends  for  a  fupply  of  money  to  the  duke,  Catal.  MSS.   An^.  torn.  ii.  png.  2H. 

while  he  wat  iranflating  Bochai.    "  Lit-  Hum.  6858.  {See  MSS.  Uarl.  1705.  ftL] 

the 
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the  latter's  ardent  attachment  to  books  of  all  kinds,  and 
the  fingular  avidity  with  which  he  purfued  every  fpecies  of 
literature  ".  A  traft,  entitled  Comparatio  Studiorum  et 
REi  MiLiTARis,  written  by  Lapus  de  Caftellione,  a  Florentine 
civilian,  and  a  great  tranflator  into  Latin  of  the  Greek 
claflics,  is  alfo  infcribed  to  the  duke,  at  the  defire  of  Zena 
archbifhop  of  Bayeux.  I  muft  not  forget,  that  our  illuftrious 
duke  invited  into  England  the  learned  Italian,  Tito  Livio  of 
Foro-Juli,  whom  he  naturalifed,  and  conftituted  his  poet 
and  orator '.  Humphrey  alfo  retained  learned  foreigners  in 
his  fervice,  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfcribing,  and  of  tranflat- 
ing  from  Greek  into  Latin.  One  of  thefe  was  Antonio  de 
Beccaria,  a  Veronefe,  a  tranflator  into  Latin  profe  of  the 
Greek  poem  of  Dionyfius  Afer  de  Situ  Orbis**:  whom 
the  duke  employed  to  tranflate  into  Latin  fix  trafts  of  Atha- 
nafius.  This  tranflation,  infcribed  to  the  duke,  is  now 
among  the  royal  manufcripts  in  the  Britifti  Mufeum,  and  at 
the  end,  in  his  own  hand-writing,  is  the  following  infertion: 
"  C'eft  livre  eft  a  moi  Homphrey  Due  le  Glouceftre  :  le  quel 
"  je  fis  tranflater  de  Grec  en  Latin  par  un  de  mes  fecretaires 
^*  Antoyne  de  Beccara,  ne  de  Verone '/' 

An  aftronomical  traft,  entitled  by  Leland  Tabul-®  Direc- 
TioNUM,.  is  falfely  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by  duke 
Humphrey  ^.  But  it  was  compiled  at  the  duke's  inftance,  and 
according  to  tables  which  himfelf  had  conftrufted,  called  by 
the  anonymous  author  in  his  preface,  T'^^^/rti  illujlrijjimiprincipis 
et  nobilijjimi  domini  met  Humfredi^  &c  '.  In  the  library  of  Gre- 
ftiam  college,  however,  there  is  a  fcheme  of  calculations  in 

"  MSS.  Nowic.  MoRB.  257.  Bibl.  publ.  "  niqae  des  Roys  de  France  jufqnes  a  b 

Cantabrig.  "  mort  de  S.  Loys,  Pan.  1270."    At  the 

'^  Author  of  the  Vita  Hinrici  quinti^mnX"  end  is  written  with  the  duke  of  Gloucefter*s 

ed  by  Heame,  Oxon.  1716.  And  ofother  hand,  *<  Cell  livre efl  a  moy  Homfrey  due 

pieces.    See  HoUinfh.  iii.  585.  *<  de  Glouceflre  du  don  des  executeurs  \fi 

"  Printed  at  Venice  1477.    Ibid.  1498.  "  Sr  de  Faunhore."    16G.  vi. 

Parif.  1501.    Baiil.  1534.  4to.  "i  See  HoUingfh.  Chron.  fub.  ann.  146U 

P  MSS.  Reg.  %  F.  4to.  ii.    In  the  fame  f.  662.  col.  2. 

library  is  a  fine  foUo  manofcript  of  **  Chro-  '  MSS.  More,  820. 

Vol  II.  H  aftronomy, 
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tftronomy,  which  bear  his  name  \  Aftronomy  was  then  a 
favourite  fcience :  nor  is  to  be  doubted,  that  he  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  politer  branches  of  knowledge^ 
which  now  began  to  acquire  eftimation,  and  which  his  liberal 
and  judicious  attention  greatly  contributed  to  reftore. 

I  clofe  this  feftion  with  an  apology  for  Chaucer,  Gower, 
and  Occleve  5  who  are  fuppofed,  by  the  feverer  etymologifts, 
to  have  corrupted  the  purity  of  the  Englifh  language,  by 
aJfFefting  to  introduce  fo  many  foreign  words  and  j^rafes. 
But  if  we  attend  only  to  the  politics  of  the  times,  we  (hall 
find  thefe  poets^  as  alfo  fome  of  their  fucceifors,  much  IcTs 
blameable  in  this  refpefl,  than  the  critics  imagine.  Our 
wars  with  France,  which  began  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
third,  were  o£  long  continuance.  The  principal  nobility  of 
England,  at  this  period,  re/ided  in  France,  with  their  fami- 
lies, for  many  years.  John  king  of  France  kept  his  court 
in  England;  to  which,  exchiiive  of  thefe  French  lords  who 
were  his  fellow-prifoners,  or  neceffary  attendants,  the  chief 
nobles  of  his  kingdom  muft  have  occafionaliy  reforted.  Ed- 
ward the  black  prince  made  an  expedition  into  Spain.  John 
of  Gaunt  duke  of  Lancafter,  and  his  brother  the  duke  of 
York,  were  matched  with  the  daughters  of  Don  Pedro  king 
of  Caftile.  All  thefe  circumftances  muft  have  concurred  to 
produce  a  perceptible  change  in  the  language  of  the  court. , 
It  is  rational  therefore,  and  it  is  equitable  to  fuppofe,  that 
inftead  of  coining  new.  words,  they  only  complied  with  the 
common  and  falhionable  modes  of  fpeech.  Would  Chaucer's 
poems  have  been  the  delight  of  thofe  courts  in  which  he 
lived,  had  they  been  filled  with  unintelligible  pedantries  ? 
The  cotemporaries  of  thefe  poets  never  complained  of  their 
obfcurity.  But  whether  defenfible  on  thefe  principles  or  not, 
.  they  much  improved  the  vernacular  ftyle  by  the  ufe  of  this 
exotic  phrafeology.  It  was  thus  that  our  primitive  diftion 
was  enlarged  and  enriched.  The  Englifh  language  owes  its 
copioufnefs,  elegance,  and  harmony,  to  thefe  innovations. 

•  MSS.  Grcfli. 66.    SceMSS.Aihmol.  856.  SECT. 
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SECT.        III. 

IConfidcr  Chaucer  as  a  genial  day  in  an  Englifh  fpring.  A 
brilliant  fun  enlivens  the  face  of  nature  with  an  unufual 
luftre:  the  fudden  appearance  of  cloudlefs  Ikies,  and  the 
unexpedled  warmth  of  a  tepid  atmofphere,  after  the  gloom 
and  the  inclemencies  of  a  tedious  winter,  fill  our  hearts  with 
the  vifionary  profpeft  of  a  fpeedy  fummer :  and  we  fondly' 
anticipate  a  long  continuance  of  gentle  gales  and  vernal 
ferenity.  But  winter  returns  with  redoubled  horrors :  the 
clouds  condenfe  more  formidably  than  before;  and  thofe 
tender  buds,  and  early  bloflbms>  which  were  called  forth  by 
the  tranfient  gleam  of  a  temporary  fun-fhine,  are  nipped  by 
frofts,  and  torn  by  tempefts. 

Moft  of  the  poets  that  immediately  fucceeded  Chaucer, 
feem  rather  relapfing  into  barbarifm,  than  availing  them- 
felves  of  thofe  ftriking  ornaments  which  his  judgment  and 
imagination  had  difclofed.  They  appear  to  have  been  in- 
fenfible  to  his  vigour  of  verfification,  and  his  flights  of 
fancy.  It  was  not  indeed  likely  that  a  poet  {hould  foon  arife 
equal  to  Chaucer :  and  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  na- 
tional diftraftions  which  enfued,  had  no  fmall  (hare  in  ob- 
ftrufting  the  exercife  of  thofe  ftudies  which  delight  in  peace 
and  repofe.  His  fucceffors,  however,  approach  him  in  no 
degree  of  proportion.  Among  thefe,  John  Lydgate  is  the 
poet  who  follows  him  at  the  fhorteft  interval. 

I  have  placed  Lydgate  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fixth, 
and  he  feems  to  have  arrived  at  his  higheft  point  of  emi- 
nence about  the  year  1430*.    Many  of  his  poems,  however, 

*  In  a  copy  of  Lydgate's  Chronick  of  jj«-  his  ^em  and  Modir  are  remembered.  MS5. 
gUJb  Ki/igs^  there  is  a  ftanza  of  Edward  the  Harl.  ibid.  p.  fol.  lo.  But  thefe  pieces 
fourth.  MSS.  Harl.  2251.3.  In  his  poem  could  not  well  be  written  by  Lydgate.  For 
4lf  iuimicU  nojlris^  &c.  Edward  the  fourtht      he  was  ordained  a  fubdeacon»  1 389.    Dea- 

H  »  coiu 
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appeared  before.     He  was  a  monk  of  the  Benediftine  abbey 
of  Bury  in  Suffolk,  and  an  uncommon  ornament  of  his  pro- 
feflion.     Yet  his  genius  was  fo  lively,  and  his  accomplifti- 
ments   fo  numerous,    that  I  fufpefl  the  holy  father  faint 
Benedi6l  would  hardly  have  acknowledged  him  for  a  genuine 
difciple.     After  a  fhort  education  at  Oxford,   he  travelled 
into  France  and  Italy  °  j  and  returned  a  complete  mafter  of 
the   language  and   the   literature  of  both   countries.     He 
chiefly  ftudied  the  Italian  and  French   poets,   particularly 
Dante,  Boccacio,  and  Alain  Chartier;  and  became  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  a  proficient  in  polite  learning,  that  he   opened  a 
fchool  in  his  monaftery,  for  teaching  the  fons  of  the  nobility 
the  arts  of  verfification,  and  the  elegancies  of  compofition. 
Yet  although  philology  was  his  obje6l,  he  was  not  unfamiliar 
with  the  fafhionable  philofophy :    he  was  not  only  a  poet 
and  a  rhetorician,  but  a  geometrician,  an  aflronomer,  a  the- 
ologift>  and  a  difputant.     On  the  whole  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  Lydgate  made  confiderable  additions  to  thofe  amplifica- 
tions of  our  language,  in  which  Chaucer,  Gower,  and  Oc- 
cleve  led  the  way :  and  that  he  is  the  firft  of  our  writers 
whofe  ftyle  is  cloathed  with  that  perfpicuity,  in  which  the 
Englifh  phrafeology  appears  at  this  day  to  an  Englifti  reader. 
To  enumerate  Lydgate*s  pieces,  would  be  to  write  the 
catalogue  of  a  little  library.    No  poet  feems  to  have  poffefled 
a  greater  verfatility  of  talents.    He  moves  with  equal  eafe 
in  every  mode  of  compofition.     His  hymns,  and  his  ballads, 
have  the  fame  degree  of  merit :  and  whether  his  fubjeft  be 
the  life  of  a  hermit  or  a  hero,  of  faint  Auflin  or  Guy  earl  of 
Warwick,  ludicrous  or  legendary,  religious  or  romantic,  a 

con,  1393.    And  priefl,   1397*    Regiftr.  lord  Warwick,  who  died  in  1446.    MSS. 

Gol.  Cratfield,  abbatis  de  Bury,  MSS.  Cott.  Harl.  ibid.  1 20.  fol.  255. 

Tiber.  B.  ix.  fol.  i.  35.  J2.    Edward  "Sec  one  of  his  Ditties,  MSS.  Harl. 

came  to  the  crown,  1461.    Pitts  fays,  that  ^^cc.  41.  fol.  148. 

our  author  died,  1482.    Lydgate,  in  his  i have  been  offte  in  dyvers  londys,  &c. 

Philomela,  mentions  the  death  of  Heniy 

hiftory 
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hiftory  or  an  allegory,  he  writes  with  facility.  His  tranfi- 
tions  were  rapid  from  works  of  the  moft  ferious  and  la- 
borious kind  to  fallies  of  levity  and  pieces  of  popular  enter- 
tainment. His  mufe  was  of  univerfal  acccfs ;  and  he  was 
not  only  the  poet  of  his  monaftery,  but  of  the  world 
in  general.  If  a  difguifmg  was  intended  by  the  company 
of  goldfmiths,  a  mafk  before  his  majefty  at  Eltham,  a  may- 
game  for  the  fherifFs  a^id  aldermen  of  London,  a  mumming 
before  the  lord  mayor,  a  proceffion  of  pageants  from  the 
creation  for  the  feftival  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  or  a  carol  for  the 
coronation,  Lydgate  was  confulted  and  gave  the  poetry  *. 
•  About  the  year  1430,  Whethamftede  the  learned  and  liberal 
abbot  of  faint  Albans,  being  dcfirous  of  familiarifing  the 
hiftory  of  his  patron  faint  to  the  monks  of  his  convent,  em- 
ployed Lydgate,  as  it  fhould  feem,  then  a  monk  of  Bury,  to 
tranflate  the  Latin  legend  of  his  life  in  Englifh  rhymes. 
The  chronicler  who  records  a  part  of  this  anecdote  feems  to 
confider  Lydgate's  tranflation,  as  a  matter  of  mere  manual 
mechanifm ;  for  he  adds,  that  Whethamftede  paid  for  the 
tranflation,  the  writing,  and  illuminations,  one  hundred* 
fliillings.  It  was  placed  before  the  altar  of  the  faint^ 
which  Whethamftede  afterwards  adorned  with  much  mag- 
nificence, in  the  abbey  church  ^. 

Our  author's  ftanzas,  called  the  Dance  of  Death,  which 
he  tranflated  from  the  French,  at  the  requeft  of  the  xhapter 
of  faint  Paul's,  to  be  infcribed  under  the  reprefentation  of 
Death  leading  all  ranks  of  men  about  the  cloifter  of  their 

'  See  a  variety  of  his  piec^  of  this  kind,  cxvi.  cxxvii.   cxxiv.     It  is    added,  that 

MSS.  Afhmol.  59.  ii.     Stowe  fays,  that  Whethamftede  expended  on  the  binding, 

at  the    reception  of  Margaret  queen  of  and  other  exterior  ornaments  of  the  manu- 

Henry  iixth,  feveral  pageaunts,  the  verfes  fcript,    upwards  of  three  pounds.      Bale 

by  LydMte,  were  fliewn  at  Paul's  gate,  in  and  Pitts  fay,  that  Whethamftede  himfelf 

1445.  iiift.  p.  3S5.    See  aifo  MSS.  Harl.  made  the  tranftation.  p.  584.  630.    It  b 

2251.  118.  fol.  250.  b.     TheCovENTRT  in  Trinity  college  at  Oxford,  MSS.  10. 

Pi  A  Y  forCorpus  Chrifti  day,  in  the  Cotton  And  in  Lincoln  cathedral,   MSS.  I.  57. 

library,  was  very  probably  written  by  our  Amone  Lydgate's  works  is  recited,  Fita 

author.  Vbspas.  D.  viii.  fbl.  S.    Aufani  Martyris  ad  Joh.  Frvme^- 

t  Gest.  Joh.  Whethamft.  ut  fupr.  p,  tarivm  [Whethamftede]  abbatem. 

church 


54  THE      HISTORY      OF 

church  in  a  curious  fcries  of  paintings,  are  well  known. 
But  their  hiftory  has  not,  I  believe,  yet  appeared.  Thefe 
verfes,  founded  on  a  fort  of  fpiritual  mafquerade,  anciently 
celebrated  in  churches  %  were  originally  written  by  one  Ma- 
caber  in  German  rhymes,  and  were  tranflated  into  Latin 
about  the  year  1460,  by  one  who  calls  himfelf  Petrus  Defrey 
Orator.  This  Latin  tranflation  was  publifhed  by  Goldaflus, 
at  the  end  of  the  Speculum  omnium^Statuum  totiusorbis 
terRarum  compiled  by  Rodericus  Zamorenfis,  and  printed 
at  Hanau  in  the  year  1613  \  But  a  French  tranflation  was 
made  much  earlier  than  the  Latin,  and  written  about  the 
walls  of  faint  Innocents  cloifter  at  Paris  j  from  which  Lyd- 
gate  formed  his  Englifh  verfion  ^ 

In  the  Britifli  Mufeum  is  a  moil  fplendid  and  elegant 
manufcript  on  vellum,  undoubtedly  a  prefent  to  king  Henry 
the  fixth  ^  It  contains  a  fet  of  Lydgate's  poems,  in  honour 
of  faint  Edmund  the  patron  of  his  monaftery  at  Bury.  Be- 
fides  the  decoration  of  illuminated  initials,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  piftures  of  various  fizes,  reprefenting  the  inci- 
dents related  in  the  poetry,  executed  with  the  moft  delicate 
pencil,   and  exhibiting  the  habits,   weapons,   architecture, 

*  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  210.  Notes,  *»•  Wcftphalia,  fo  early  ds  1383.     At  Lubec, 

ADance  op  Death  fecms  to  be  al-  in  the  portico  of  faint  Mary's  church,  1 463  • 

laded  to  fo  early  as  in  Pierce  Plowman's  AtDrefden,  in  the  callle  or  palace,  1534. 

.Visions,  written  about  1350.  At  Annaberg,    1525.     At  Leipfic,    Sec 

Death  came  driving  after  and  al  to  dnft  paflicd  Paul  Chriftian  Hilfcher  has  written  a  very 

Ktncs,  and  Kaisars,  kniouts,  and  Pons.  learned  and  entertaining  German  book  oa 

*»In4to.  this   fubjedt,    printed  at  Drefden,    1705. 

«   See  the    Davncb    op    Macabre,  8vo.  Engravings  of  Holbein's  pictures  at 

MSS.  Harl.  116.  9.  fol.  129.    And  Ob-  Bafil    were   publifhed,    curante   Matthzo 

tERVATioNs  on  the  Fairy  Queen,  vol.  Meriano,   at  Francfort  1640,  and  1725, 

ii.  p.  116.  feq.    The  Dance  of  Death,  4to.    The  German  verfes  there  afcribed, 

^idy  fuppofed  to  have  been  invented  bv  appeared   in    Latin    elegiacs,    in  Cafpar 

Holbein,  is  different  from  this,  though  Laudifman's  Decenn  alia  hum  ana  Pb- 

Ibunded  in  the  fame  idea.    It  was  painted  regrinationis,  A.  D.  1584.  I  have  not 

by  Holbein  in  the  Augufline  momutery  at  mentioned  in  my  Obfervations  on  Spenfer, 

Bafil,  1543.  But  it  apoeared  much  earlier.  that    Gcoreius   ^mylios    publifhed   this 

In  the  chronicle  of  Hartmannus  Schede-  Dance  at  Lyons,  1542.   One  year  before 

lius,  Norimb.  1493.  fol.  In  the  Quotidian  Holbein's  painting  at  Bafil  appeared.  Next| 

Offices  of  the  church,   Paris,  ipy  8vo.  at  the  fame  place,  1547.  8vo. 

And,  in  public  buildings,  at  Mmdcn^  in  ^  MSS.  Harl.  2278.  4to. 

utenfilsi 
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fitpnfils,  and  many  other  curious  particulars,  belonging  to 
the  age  of  the  ingenious  illuminator,  there  are  two  exquifite 
portraits  of  the  king,  one  of  William  Curteis  abbot  of  Bury, 
an3  one  of  the  poet  Lydgate  kneeling  at  faint  Edmund^s 
(hrine*.  In  one  of  the  king's  piftures,  he  is  reprefented  on 
his  throne,  crowned,  and  receiving  this  volume  from  the 
abbot  kneeling :  in  another  he  appears  as  a  child  proftratc 
on  a  carpet  at  faint  Edmund's  fhrine,  which  is  richly  de^ 
lineated,  yet  without  any  idea  of  perfpeftiv^  or  proportion. 
The  figures  of  a  grfeat  number  of  monks,  and  attendants, 
are  introduced.  Among  the  reft,  two  noblemen,  perhaps  the 
king's  uncles,  with  bonnets,  or  caps,  of  an  uncommon  fhape. 
It  appears  that  our  pious  monarch  kept  his  Chriftmas  at  this 
magnificent  monaftcry,  and  that  he  remained  here,  in  a  ftate 
of  feclufion  from  the  world,  and  of  an  exemption  from 
public  cares,  till  the  following  Eafter :  and  that  at  his  depar- 
ture he  was  created  a  brother  of  the  chapter ^  It  is  highly 
probable,  that  this  fumptuous  book,  the  poetiy  of  which 
was  undertaken  by  Lydgate  at  the  command  of  abbot  Cur- 
teis ^  was  previoufly  prepared,  and  prefented  to  his  majefty^ 
during  the  royal  vifit,  or  very  foon  afterwards.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  the  whole  work  is  the  life  or  hiftory  of  faint  Ed- 
mund, whom  the  poet  calls  the  "  precious  charboncle  of 
martirs  alle\"     In  fome  of  the  prefatory  piftures,  there  is  a 

*  There  is  an  antient  drawing,  probably  lis  affiftanu  in  compiUng  i6/i  life,  fol.  9. 
coevral,   of  Lydgate  prefenting  his  poem  The  hiftory  begins  thus,  fol.  10.  b. 
called  the  Pi  Lc  R I M  to  the  earl  of  SaUlbury,  Jn  Saxonie  whilom  ther  was  a  kyng 
MSS.  Harl.  4826.  i.  It  was  written  1426.  CallidAlkmond  of  excellent  noblefTc. 
Another  of  thefe  drawings  will  be  men-  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  y^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  j^hn  of  Tin- 
'^^f  F  1   6  mouth's  Sanctilogium,  who  flourifticd 

rol.  o.  ,,    ^    -T>       L  .  .1.  about  the  year  1360.    At  the  end,  con- 

I  Curteis  was  abbot  of  Btiry  between  the  „,^^  with  faint  Edmund's  legend,  and  a 
years  1429,   and  ,445.     It  appears  that  j  ^^ ^j^^  ^^^^    j^  ^^^  jj^^  ^^  ^^-^^  p^^. 

Lydgate  was   alfo    commanded,    "Late  i;«„d.  fol.  69.  b.     But  Lydgate  has  made 
charchyd  m  myn  oold  days,"  to  make  an  additions.     It  begins  thus, 

Englilh  metrical  tranflaaon  of  De  Profun-  \  ^ 

iiis.  Sec.  To  be  hung  againft  the  walls  of  Whohanremembrethemyraclcsmerueilous 

the  abbey  church.     MSS.  Harl.  2255.  11.  Which  Crill  Jhefu  lift  for  his  feyntes  fliewc. 

ibl.  40.     See  the  laft  ftanza.  Compare  MSS.  Hafl.  372.   i.  2.  fol.  i.. 

*  The  poct'a  Prajer  to  faint  Edmund  for  25.  43.  b. 

defcription. 
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dcfcripticm  and  a  delineation  of  two  banners,  pretended  tcJ 
belong  to  faint  Edmund  *.  One  of  thefe  is  moft  brilliantly 
difplayed,  and  charged  with  Adam  and  Eve,  the  ferpent  with 
a  human  (hape  to  the  middle,  the  tree  of  life,  the  Mbly 
lamb,  and  a  variety  of  fymbolical  ornaments.  This  banner 
our  bard  feigns  to  have  been  borne  by  his  faint,  who  was  a 
king  of  the  eaft  Angles,  againft  the  Danes  :  and  he  prophe- 
fies,  that  king  Henry,  with  this  enfign,  would  always  return 
viftorious  ^.  The  other  banner,  given  alfo  to  faint  Edmund, 
appears  to  be  painted  with  the  arms  of  our  poet's  monaftery, 
and  its  blazoning  is  thus  defcribed. 

The^  other  ftandard,  ffeld  fable,  off  colour  ynde ', 

In  which  of  gold  been  notable  crownys  thre. 

The  firft  tokne  :  in  cronycle  men  may  fynde, 

Grauntyd  to  hym  for  royal  dignyte  : 

And  the  fecond  for  his  virgyilyte  : 

For  martyrdam  the  thridde,  in  his  fuffring. 

To  thefe  annexyd  feyth,  hope,  and  charyte, 
Ifl  tokne  he  was  martyr,  mayd,  and  kyng. 
Thefe  three  crownys  °  kynge  Edmund  bar  certeyn, 
Whan  he  was  fent  by  grace  of  goddis  hand. 
At  Geynefburuhe  for  to  fleyn  kyng  Sweyn. 

A  fort  of  office,  or  fervice  to  faint  Edmund,  confifting  of 
an  antiphone,  verficle,  refponfe,  and  coUeft,  is  introduced 
with  thefe  verfes. 

To  all  men  prefent,  or  in  abfence, 
Whiche  to  feynt  Edmund  have  devocion 
With  hool  herte  and  dewc  reverence, 
Seyn  •  this  antephne  and  this  orifon  5 

^  EoL  2.  4.  ^  FoL  a.         ^  BIm.   '    <"  See  fol.  103.  b.  f.  104.        *  Sing. 

Two 
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Two  hundred  days  is  grauntid  of  pardoun, 
Writ  and  regiftred  afForn  his  holy  Ihryne, 
Which  for  our  feytii  fufFrede  paffioun, 
Blyffyd  Edmund,  kyng,  jnartyr,  and  virgyne. 

This  is  our  poet's  Fenvoye. 

Go  littel  book,  be  ferfull,  quaak  for  drede. 
For  to  appere  in  fo  hyhe  prefence  •. 

Lydgate's  poem  called  the  Lyfe  of  our  Lady,  printed  by 
Caxton  p,  is  opened  with  thefe  harmonious  and  elegant  lines, 
which  do  not  feem  to  be  deftitute  of  that  eloquence  which, 
the  author  wifhes  to  ihare  with  Tully,  Petrarch,  and 
Chaucer  ^    He  compares  the  holy  Virgin  to  a  ftar. 

O  thoughtfuU  herte,  plonged  in  diftreffe 

With  flombre  of  flouth,  this  long  wynter's  night  t 

Out  of  the  flepe  of  mortal  hevineffe 

Awake  anon,  and  loke  upon  the  light 

Of  thilke  fterre,  that  with  her  bemys  bright, 

And  with  the  fhynynge  of  her  ftremes  merye. 

Is  wont  to  glad  all  our  hemifperie ' ! — 

This  fterre  in  beautie  paflith  Pleiades, 
Bothe  of  ftiynynge,  and  eke  of  ftremes  clere, 
Bootes,  and  Arftur,  and  alfo  lades, 
And  Efperus,  whan  that  it  doth  appere  : 
For  this  is  Spica,  with  her  brighte  fpere  *, 

•  Fol.  118.  b.  blcffcd  lady,  &c."  Without  date.  fol.    Af^ 

p  "This  book  was  com  py  led  byD  an  John  terwards  by  Robert  Redman,  153 1.  410. 

Lydgate  monke  of  Burye,  at  the  excitation  See  MSS.  liarl.  629.  fol.  membran. 

and  ftyrrynge  of  the  noble  and  victorious  ^  Cap.  xxxiii.  xxxiv. 

prynce,  Harry  the  fyfthe,  in  the  honowr?,  '  Hemifpherc. 

glory  and  reverance  of  the  byrthc  of  our  moft  ■  Sphere. 

Vol.  II.  1  That 
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That  towarde  evyn,  at  midnyght,  and  at  morowc, 
Downe  from  hevyn  adawith  !.  al  our  forowe. — 

And  dryeth  up  the  byttcr  terys  wete 

Of  Aurora,  after  the  morowe  graye, 

That  fhe  in  wepying  dothe  on  floures  flete ", 

In  lufty  Aprill,  and  in  fresfhe  Maye  : 

And  caufeth  Phebus,  the  bryght  fomers  daye, 

Wyth  his  wayne  gold-yborned'',  bryght  and  fayre. 

To*  enchafe  the  myftes  of  our  cloudy  ayre. 

Now  fayre  fterre,  O  fterre  of  fterrys  all ! 
Whofe  lyght  to  fe  the  angels  do  delyte, 
So  let  the  gold-dewe  of  thy  grace  yfall 
Into  my  brefte,  lyfce  fcalys  fayre  and  whyte, 
Me  to  enfpire  * !—    —    ' —    — 

Lydgate's  manner  is  naturally  verbofe  and  difFufe.  This 
circumftance  contributed  in  no  fmall  degree  to  give  a  cleamefs 
and  a  fluency  to  his  phrafeology.  For  the  fame  reafon  he  is 
often  tedious  and  languid.  His  chief  excellence  is  in  de- 
fcription,  cfpecially  where  the  fubjcft  admits  a  flowery 
diftion.     He  is  feldom  pathetic,  or  animated. 

In  another  part  of  this  poem,  where  he  collefls  arguments 
to  convince  unbelievers  that  Chrift  might  be  born  of  a  pure 
virgin,  he. thus  fpeaks  of  God's  omnipotence. 

And  he  that  made  the  high  and  criftal  heven. 
The  firmament,  and  alfo  every  fphere, 
The  golden  ax-tre  ^,  and  the  fterres  feven, 
Citherea,  fo  lufly  for  to'  appere, 

•  Affright.  Remove.  tori  ale,    the  name  Maria  h  ful  fayn 

"  Float,  Drop.  igraven  on  a  red  rofe,  in  jatris  0/  b  o u  r  n  i  d 


Burnijhtd  imth  gold.    So  in  Lydgatc's      gold,  MSS.  Harl.  2251.  39.  fol.  71.  b. 
Legend  on  Dan  Joos  a  monk,  taken  from  ^  Prologue. 

Vincentius  Bellovaceniis's  Speculum  His*  3^  Of  the  fun, 


And 
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And  redde  Marfe  %  with  his  fterne  here ; 
Myght  he  not  eke  onely  for  our  fake 
Wythyn  a  mayde  of  man  his  *  kynde  take  ? 

For  he  that  doth  the  tender  braunches  fprynge. 
And  the  frefshe  flouris  in  the  grete  mede, 
That  were  in  wynter  dede  and  eke  droupynge. 
Of  bawme  all  y voyd  and  leftyhede ; 
Myght  he  not  make  his  grayne  to  growe  and  fede. 
Within  her  breft,  that  was  both  mayd  and  wyfe. 
Whereof  is  made  the  fothfaft  ^  breade  of  lyfe  *"  ? 

We  are  furprifed  to  find  verfes  of  fo  modern  a  caft  as  the 
following  at  fuch  an  early  period  ^  which  in  this  fagacious 
pge  we  fhould  judge  to  be  a  forgery,  was  not  their  genuine- 
nefs  authenticated,  and  their  antiquity  confirmed,  by  the 
venerable  types  of  Caxton,  arid  a  multitude  of  unqueftion- 
able  manufcripts. 

Like  as  the  dewe  difcendeth  on  the  rpfb 
With  fylver  dxops  ^ —    —    — 

Our  Saviour's  crucifixion  is  expreffed  by  this  remarkable 
metaphor^ 

Whan  he  of  purple  did  his  baner  fprede 
On  Calvarye  abroad  upon  the  rode. 
To  fave  mankynde '.  .     —     —     — 

Our  author,  in  the  courfe  of  his  panegyric  on  the  Virgin 
Mary,  affirms,  that  fhe  exceeded  Hefter  in  meeknefs,  and  Judith 
in  wifdom  ^  and  in  beauty,  Helen,  Polyxena,  Lucretia,  Dido,. 


*  Mars.  '  Cap.  XX. 

*  Nature.  **  Cap.  xix. 
^  True.  •  Cap.  ix.. 

I  a  Bathfheba„ 
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Bathflieba,  and  Rachel '.  It  is  amazing,  that  in  an  age  of 
the  moft  fuperftitious  devotion  fo  little  difcrimination  ftiould 
have  been  made  between  facred  and  profane  charafters  and 
incidents.  But  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind  had  not  yet 
attained  a  juft  eftimate  of  things.  Lydgate,  in  another 
piece,  has  verfified  the  rubrics  of  the  miffal,  which  he  ap- 
plies to  the  god  Cupid :  and  declares,  with  how  much  de- 
light he  frequently  meditated  on  the  holy  legend  of  thofe 
conftant  martyrs,  who  were  not  afraid  to  fufFer  death  for 
the  faith  of  that  omnipotent  divinity  *.  There  are  inftances, 
in  which  religion  was  even  made  the  inftrument  of  love. 
Arnaud  Daniel,  a  celebrated  troubadour  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  in  a  fit  of  amorous  defpair,  promifes  to  found  a 
multitude  of  annual  maffes,  and  to  dedicate  perpetual  tapers 
to  the  (hrines  of  faints,  for  the  important  purpofe  of 
obtaining  the  afFeftions  of  an  obdurate  miftrefs. 


^  Cap.  iv.  In  a  Life  of  the  Virgin  in 
the  Britilh  miifeum»  I  find  thefe  eafy  lyrics 
introduced,  MSS.  Harl.  2382.  2.  3.  fol. 
75.  fol.  86.  b.  Though  I  am  not  certain 
that  they  properly  belong  to  this  work. 

A  mery  tale  I  telle  yow  may 
Of  feynt  Marie  that  fwete  may : 


Alle  the  tale  of  this  leflbne 
Is  of  her  Aflumptione.  ■ 
Mary  moder,  welle  thee  be ! 
Mary  mayden,  tbenk  on  me  ! 
Mayden  and  moder  was  never  nofte» 
Togader,  lady,  fave  thee  allone. 
But  thefe  lines  will  be  confidered  again^ 
t  MSS.  Fairfax,  xvi.  Bibl.  Bodl. 


SECT. 
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BUT  Xrydgate's  principal  poems  are  the  Fall  of  Princes, 
the  Siege  of  Thebes,  and  the  Destruction  of  Troy. 
Of  aU  thefe  I  fhall  fpeak  diftinftly. 

About  the  year  1360,  Boccacia  wrote  a  Latin  hiftory  in 
ten  books,  entitled  De  Casibus  Virorum  et  Feminarum 
iLLUSTRiuM.  Like  other  chronicles  of  the  times,  it  com- 
mences with  Adam,  and  is  brought  down  to  the  author's 
age.  Its  laft  grand  event  is  John  king  of  France  taken  pri- 
foner  by  the  Englifh  at  the  battle  of  Poitiers,  in  the  year 
1359*.  This  book  of  Boccacio  was  foon  afterwards  traii- 
flated  into  French,  by  one  of  whom  little  more  feems  to  be 
known,  than  that  he  was  named  Laurence ;  yet  fo  para- 
phraftically,  and  with  fo  many  conliderable  additions,  as 
almofl:  to  be  rendered  a  new  work\     Laurence's  French 


*  Printed  at  Auiboorg.  And  at  Pans, 
1544.  fol.  It  is  amazing,  that  VofEus 
Ihotild  not  know  the  num&r  of  books  of 
which  this  work  confifled,  and  that  it  was 
ever  printed.  De  Hid.  Lat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  ii. 
It  was  tranflated  into  Italian  by  Betuu,  in 
Firenza,  1566.  8vo.  2  volum. 

>  In  Lydgate's  Prologue,  B.  i.  fbl.  i. 
acoL  I.  edit,  ut  infr. 

He  that  fumtime  did  his  diligence 

The  boke  of  Bochas  /«  French  to  tranjlau 

Out  of  Latin^  he  called  was  Laurence. 

He  fays  that  Laurence  (in  his  Prologue)  de- 
clares, that  he  avails  himfelf  of  the  privi- 
lege of  ikiUful  artificers ;  who  may  cbaunge 
and  turnCf  by  good  difcre'iony  Jhapes  and 
forms^  and  newly  tbem  devi/ef  mah  and 
unmake^  &c.  And  that  old  authors  may 
be  rendered  more  agreeable,  by  bcin? 
doathed  in  new  ornaments  of  langiiage,  and 
improved  with  new  inventions.  Ibid.  a.  col.  i . 
He  adds,  that  it  was  Laurence's  defign,  in 


his  tranflation  into  French,  to  amende^  <or^ 
re^^  and  declare,  and  not  to  /pare  t binges 
toucbed  Jhortlj*  Ibid.  col.  2.  Afterwards 
he  calls  him  this  noble  tmnJlatour»  Ibid.  b. 
col.  I.  In  another  place,  where  a  panegy- 
ric on  France  is  introduced,  he  fays  thit 
this  pafFage  is  not  Boccacio's,  but  added. 

By  one  Laurence,  which  was  tranjlatottr 
Of  this  procefle,  to  commende  France ; 
To  prayfe  that  lande  was  all  his  pleafaunc*. 

B.  ix.  ch.  28.  fol.  3 1 .  a.  col.  i .  edit  ut  infr. 
Our  author,  in  the  Prologue  above-cited, 
feems  to  fpeak  as  if  there  had  been  a  pw- 
vious  tranflation  of  Boccacio's  book  Into 
French.  Ut  fupr,  a.  col.  1 . 

Thus  Laurence  from  him  envy  excluded 
Though  toforne  bim  tranflated '^^  this  book. 
But  I  fufpedl  he  only  means,  that  Boccacio'j 
original  work  was  nothing  more  than  a 
colTedlion  or  compilation  from  more  an« 
cient  aiithors. 

tranflation. 
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tranflation,  of  which  there  is  a  copy  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum'*, 
and  which  was  printed  at  Lyons  in  the  year  1483  ^  is  the 
original  of  Lydgate's  poem.  This  Laurence  or  Laurent, 
fometimes  called  Laurent  de  Premierfait,  a  village  in  the 
diocefe  of  Troies,  was  an  ecclefiaftic,  and  a  famous  tran-- 
flator.  He  alfo  tranflated  into  French  Boccacio's  Decame- 
ron, at  the  requeft  of  Jane  queen  of  Navarre :  Cicero  de 
Amicitia  and  de  Senectute  ;  and  Ariftotle's  Oeconomics, 
dedicated  to  Louis  de  Bourbon,  the  king's  uncle.  Thefe 
verfions  appeared  in  the  year  14 14  and*  14 16*.  Caxton's 
TuLLius  OF  Old  Age,  or  De  Senectute,  printed  in  1481, 
is  tranflated  from  Laurence's  French  verfion.  Caxton,  in 
the  poflfcript,  calls  him  Laurence  de  primo  faSio. 

Lydgate's  poem  confifts  of  nine  books,  and  is  thus  en- 
titled in  the  earliefl:  edition.  "  The  Tragedies  gathered 
**  by  Jhon  Bochas  of  all  fuch  princes  as  fell  from  theyr 
**  eftates  throughe  the  mutability  of  fortune  fmce  the  cre- 
"  AcioN  of  Adam  until  his  time,  &c.  Tranflated  into 
"  Englifli  by  John  Lidgate  monke  of  Burye^"  The  beft 
and  mofl:  authentic  manufcript  of  this  piece  is  in  the 
Pritifli  Mufpum ;  probably  written  under  the  infpeflion  of  the 
author,  and  perhaps  intended  as  a  prefent  to  Humphrey 
duke  of  Glpceflrer,  at  whofe  gracious  command  the  poem» 
as  I  have  before  hinted,  was  undertaken.     It  contains  among 

^  MSS.  Harl.     See  alfo  ibid.  MSS.  Reg.  French  antiquaries  as  one  of  Laarence't 

]8  D.  vii.      And  i6  G.  v.      And  MSS.  tranfladons.      Lydgate,    in   the  Prologue 

Bodl.  F.   10.   2.   [2465.]     He  is  faid  to  above-cited,  obferves,  that  Laurence,  who 

have  tranflated  this  work  in  1409.     MSS.  in  cunyng  did  excels  undertook  this  tran- 

Reg.  ut  fupr.  20  C.  iv.  flation  at  the  rcqueil  of  fome  eminent  per- 

^  In  folio.     Bayle  fays,  that  a  French  fonages  in  France,  who  had  the  intereft  of 

tranflation  appeared  at  Paris,  by  Claudius  rbetorike  at  heart.     Ut  fupr.  a.  col.  2.  • 
Vitart,  in  1578.  8vo.   Didlion.  Boccace.  '  Imprinted  at  London  by  John  Way- 

.  Note  g.  land,  without  date,  fol.     He  printed  in  the 

^  He  died  in  1418.  See  Martene,  Ampl.  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth.     There  is  a 

Collect  torn.  ii.  p.  1405.     And  Mem.  de  fmall  piece   by  Lydgate,    not    conncdted 

Litt.  xvii.  759.  4to.     Compare  du  Verdier,  with  this,  entitled  ^Z^^  Tragedy  of  prince 5 

'  iiblicth.  Fr.  p  72.     And  Bibl.  Rom.  ii,  that  lAjere   lecherous.     MSS.  Aflimol. 

291.     It  is  extraordinary  that  the  piece  be-  59.  ii., 
fore  us  fliould  not  be  mentioned  by  the 

numerpus 
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numerous  miniatures  illuftrating  the  feveral  hiftories,  por-- 
traits  of  Lydgate,  and  of  another  monk  habited  in  black, 
perhaps  an  abbot  of  Bury,  kneeling  before  a  prince,  who 
feems  to  be  faint  Edmund,    feated  on  a  throne   under  a 
canopy,  and  grafping  an  arrow  *. 

The  work  is  not  improperly  ftyled  a  fet  of  tragedies.  It 
is  not  merely  a  narrative  of  men  eminent  for  their  rank  arid 
misfortunes.  The  plan  is  perfeftly  dramatic,  and  partly 
fuggefted  by  the  pageants  of  the  times.  Every  perfonage 
is  fuppofed  to  appear  before  the  poet,  and  to  relate  his  re- 
fpeftive  fufFerings :  and  the  figures  of  thefe  Q)e6lres  are 
fometimes  finely  drawn.  Hence  a  fource  is  opened  for 
moving  compaffion,  and  for  a  difplay  of  imagination.  In 
fome  of  the  lives  the  author  replies  to  the  fpeaker,  and  a 
fort  of  dialogue  is  introduced  for  cdhdiifting  the  flrory. 
Brunchild,  a  queen  of  France,  who  niurthered  all  her  chil- 
dren, and  was  afterwards  hewn  in  pieces,  appears  thus. 

She  came,  arayed  nothing  like  a  queue. 

Her  hair  untrefled,  Bochas  toke  good  hede ; 

In  al  his  booke  he  had  afore  not  fene 

A  more  wofuU  creature  indede. 

With  wepirig  eyne,  to  toriie  was  al  her  wede : 

Rebuking  Bochas  caufe  he'  had  left  behynde 

Her  wretchednes  for  to  put  in  myhdfe  ^. 

Yet  in  fome  of  thefe  interefting  interviews,  our  poet  ex- 
cites pity  of  another  kind.  When  Adam  appears,  he  fa- 
miliarly accofts  the  author  with  the  falutation  of  Gofyn  Bochas  *. 

Nor  does  our  dramatift  deal  only  in  real  charafters  and 
hiftorical  perfonages.  Boccacio  ftariding  penfive  in  his  library, 
is  alarmed  at  the  fudden  entrance  of  the  gigantic  and  mon- 

%  MSB.  Harl.  1766.  fol   5.  «  B.  i.  fol.  i.  a.  col.  2.     In  the  fame  ftyle 

^  Lib.  vii.  f.  xxi.  a.  col.  i.  he  calls  Ixioh  ]\m6'h/icrctary.  B.  i.  ch.  xii. 

fol.  xxi.  b.  col.  2. 

ftrous 
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ftrous  image  of  Fortune,  whofe  agency  has  fo  powerful 
and  univerfal  an  influence  in  human  affairs,  and  efpecially 
in  effefting  thofe  viciflitudes  which  are  the  fubjeft  of  this 
work.  There  is  a  Gothic  greatnefs  in  her  figure,  with  fbme 
touches  of  the  grotefque.  An  attribute  of  the  early  poetry 
of  all  nations,  before  ideas  of  feleftion  have  taken  place.  I 
mufl:  add,  that  it  was  Boethius's  admired  allegory  on  the 
Consolation  of  Philosophy,  which  introduced  pcrfoni- 
^cation  into  the  poetry  of  the  middle  ages. 

Whyle  Bochas  penfyfe  flode  in  his  lybrarye^ 

Wyth  chere  opprefTed,  pale  in  hys  vyfage, 

Somedeale  abafhed,  alone  and  folitarye  ; 

To  hym  appeared  a  monflruous  ymage. 

Parted  in  twayne  of  color  and  corage. 

Her  ryght  fyde  ful  of  fommer  floures. 

The  tother  opprefTed  with  winter  flormy  fhowres. 

Bochas  aflonied,  full  fearful!  to  abrayde. 
When  he  beheld  the  wonderfuU  fygure 
Of  Fortune,  thus  to  hymfelf  he  fayde. 
"  What  may  this  meane  ?  Is  this  a  creature, 
*'  Or  a  monflre  transfourmed  agayne  nature, 
"  Whofe  brenning  eyen  fpercle  of  their  lyght, 
"  As  do  the  flerres  the  frofly  wynter  nyght  ?*' 

And  of  her  chere  ful  god  hede  he  toke ; 

Her  face  femyng  cruel  and  terrible, 

And  by  difdayne  menacing  of  loke ; 

Her  heare  untrussd,  harde,  fharpe,  and  horyble, 

Frowarde  of  fhape,  lothfome,  and  odible : 

An  hundred  handes  fhe  had,  of  eche  part". 

In  fondrye  wife  her  gyftes  to  departe '. 


k  On  either  fide.  >  Diftribute. 
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Some  of  her  handes  lyft  up  men  alofte. 
To  hye  eftate  of  wordlye  dignite  ; 
Another  hande  griped  ful  unfofte, 
Which  caft  another  in  grete  adverfite, 
Gave  one  richeffe,  another  poverte,  ficc.— 

Her  habyte  was  of  manyfolde  colours, 

Watchet  blewe  of  fayned  ftedfaftneffe. 

Her  gold  allayd  like  fun  in  watry  fhowres, 

Meynt  °*  with  grene,  for  chaunge  and  doubleneffe,— 

Her  hundred  hands,  her  burning  eyes,  and  difheveled 
treffes,  are  fublimely  conceived.  After  a  long  (ilence,  with 
a  ftern  countenance  fhe  addreffes  Bochas,  who  is  greatly 
terrified  at  her  horrible  appearance ;  and  having  made  a  long 
harangue  on  the  revolutions  and  changes  which  it  is  her 
biifinefs  to  produce  among  men  of  the  moft  profperous  condi- 
tion and  the  moft  elevated  ftation,  flie  calls  up  Caius  Marius, 
and  prefents  him  to  the  poet. 

Blacke  was  his  wede,  and  his  habyte  alfo. 
His  heed  unkempt,  his  lockes  hore  and  gray. 
His  loke  downe-caft  in  token  of  forowe  and  wo; 
On  his  chekes  the  falte  teares  lay. 
Which  bare  recorde  of  his  deadly  affray. 

His  robe  ftayned  was  with  Romayne  blode. 
His  fworde  aye  redy  whec  to  do  vengeaunce ; 
Lyke  a  tyraunt  moft  furyoufe  and  wode  % 
In  flaughter  and  murdre  fet  at  his  plefaunce  •• 

She  then  teaches  Bochas  how  to  defcribe  his  life,   and 
difappears. 

'^  Mbgled.  ^  Mad.  *  Ibid.  f.  cxxxviii.  b.  col.  2. 

Vol.  II.  K  Thefe 
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Thefe  wordes  faydc,  Fortune  made  an  ende» 
She  bete  her  wynges,  and  toke  her  to  flyght,. 
I  can  not  fe  what  waye  (he  did  wende  ; 
Save  Bochas  tclleth,  lyke  an  angell  bryght, 
At  her  departing  fhe  (hewred  a  great  lyght  ^. 

In  another  place,  Dante,  "  of  Florence  the  laureate  poete, 
•*  demure  of  loke  fullfilled  with  patience,"  appears  to  Bo- 
chas  ;  and  commands  him  to  write  the  tale  of  Gualter  duke 
of  Florence,  whofe  days  Jor  bis  tirannyy  lechery^  and  covetyfe^ 
ended  in  mifchefe.  Dante  then  vaniflies,  and  only  duke 
Gualter  is  left  alone  with  the  poet  \  Petrarch  is  alfo  intro- 
duced for  the  Tame  purpofe '. 

The  following  golden  couplet,  concerning  the  prodigies 
which  preceded  the  civil  wars  between  Cefar  and  Pompey, 
indicate  dawnings  of  that  poetical  colouring  of  expreflion, 
and  of  that  facility  of  verfification,  which  mark  the  poetry 
of  the  prefent  times. 

Serpents  and  adders,  fcaled  fylver-bryght. 
Were  over  Rome  fene  flying  al  the  nyght  •. 

Thefe  verfes,  in  which  the  poet  defcribes  the  reign  of  Sa- 
turn, have  much  harmony,  ftrength,  and  dignity. 

Fortitude  then  fliode  ftedfaft  in  his  might. 
Defended  wydowes,  cherifhd  chaftity ; 
Knyghtehood  in  prowes  gave  fo  clere  a  light, 
Girte  with  his  fworde  of  truthe  and  equity '. 

Apollo,  Diana, and  Minerva,  Joining  the  Roman  army,  when 
Rome  was  befieged  by  Brennus,  are  poetically  touched. 

P  Ibid.  fo!.  cxxxix.  a.  col.  2*  '  B.  viii.  fol.  1.  Prol.  a.  b.     He  men- 

<i  B.  ix.  fol.  xxxiv.  b.  col.  1.2.    In  ano-  tions  all  Petrarch's  works,  ProL  B.  iv.  fof^ 

ther  place  Dante's  three  books  on  heaven,  9.3.  a.  col.  i» 

purgatory,  and  hell,  are  particularly  com-  *  B.  vL  fol.  147.  a.  col.  1. 

mended.    B.  iv.  Prol.  fol.  xciii.  a»  coL  u  *  B..  viL'  &L  loi.  b«  col.  i* 

Appolla 
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AppoUo  firft  yfhewcd  his  prefence, 

Frcfehe,  yongc,  and  lufly,  as  any  funnc  (hene, 

Armd  all  with  golde;'and  with  great  vyolcncc 

Entred  the  feldc,  as  it  was  wel  fene  : 

And  Diana  came  with  her  arowes  kene : 

And  Myncrva  in  a  bryght  haberjoun  i 

Which  in  ther  coming  made  a  terrible  foun  \ 

And  the  following  lines  are  remarkable. 

God  hath  a  thoufand  handes  to  chaftyfe, 
A  thoufand  dartes  of  punicion, 
A  thoufand  bowes  made  in  divers  wyfe, 
A  thoufand  arlblafts  bent  in  his  dongeon  \ 

Lydgate,  in  this  poem,  quotes  Seneca's  tragedies  '  for  the 
ftory  of  Oedipus,  TuUy,  Virgil  and  his  commentator  Servius, 
Ovid,  Livy,  Lucan,  La^antius,  Juftin  ^  or  *'  prudent 
*^  Juftinus  an  old  croniclere,"  Jofephus,  Valerius  Maximus, 
faint  Jerom's  chronicle,  Boethius",  Plato  on  the  immor- 
tality of  the  foul*,  and  Fulgentius  the  mythologift\  He 
mentions  *^  noble  Perfius,"  Profper's  epigrams,  Vegetius's 
book  on  Taftics,  which  was  highly  efteemed,  as  its  fubjecl 
coincided  with  the  chivalry  of  the  times,  and  which  had 
been  juft  tranflated  into  French  by  John  of  Meun  and 
Chriftina  of  Pifa,  and  into  Englifli  byjohn  Trevifa  %  **  the  grene 

"B.  iv.  ch.  22.  fol.  cxiii.  a.  col.  i«  Ixii.  b.  col.  i.    B.  viii.  ch.  24.  fid.  jdiii* 

^Tower.Caftle.  B.  i .  ch.  3 .  fol.  vi.  a.  ool.  i.  a.  col.  2. 

'  B.  i.  ch.  9.  fol.  xviii.  a.  col.  i.         ^^  *  B.  iii.  ch.  ^.  fol.  Ixxi.  a.  col.  i. 

7  B.  i.  ch.  II.  fol.  xxi.  b.  col.  2.    B.  ii«  ^  B.  ix.  ch.  i.  fol.  xx.  a.  col.  i.    From 

ch.6.  fol.  xlv.  a.  col.  i.    B.  iii.  ch.  14.  whom  Boccacio  largely  tranicribes  in  hit 

fol.  Ixxxi.  b    col.   1.    Ibid.  ch.  25.  fol.  Gbnbalogije  Deorum,  hereafter  men- 

Ixnix.  a.  col.  2.    B.  iv.  ch.  11.  fol.  iiL  b.  tioned. 
col.  I.     See  Prol.  B.  i.  «  MSS.  Digb.  Bibl.  Bodl.  233.  Prsud/k. 

*  B.  ii.  ch.  15.  fol.  11.  a.  col.  i.  col.  2.  ''In  olde  tyme  it  was  the  manere.''  Finiflied 

4bid.  ch.  16.  fol.  $2.  a.  col.  2,    Ibid.  ch.  at  the  command  of  his  patron  Thomas  lord 

2.  foL  xliL  a*  coL  i.     Ibid*  ch.  30.  foL  Bcckeley.    ^ee  (upr«  vol.  i.  p.  343. 

K  2  "  chaplc 
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"  chaplet  of  Efop  and  Juvenal  ^"  Euripides  "  in  his  tyme 
'^  a  great  tragician,  becaufe  he  wrote  many  tragedies,"  and 
another  called  Clarke  Demofthenes  *.  For  a  catalogue  of 
Tully's  works,  he  refers  to  the  Speculum  Historiale  \  or 
Myrrour  Hy/ioriall^  of  Vyncentius  Bellovacenfis  j  and  fays,  that 
he  wrote  twelve  books  of  Orations,  and  feveral  morall  ditties  •. 
Ariftotle  is  introduced  as  teaching  Alexander  and  Callif- 
thenes  philofophy  *".  With  regard  to  Homer,  he  obferves, 
that  "  Crete  Omerus,  in  Ifidore  ye  may  fee,  founde  amonge 
"  Grekes  the  crafte  of  eloquence '."  By  Ifidore  he  means  the 
Origines,  or  Etymologies  of  Ifidore  Hifpalenfis,  in  twenty 
books  J  a  fyftem  of  univerfal  information,  the  encyclopede 
of  the  dark  ages,  and  printed  in  Italy  before  the  year  1472  ^. 
In  another  place,  he  cenfures  the  Angular  partiality  of  ^the 
book  called  Omere^  which  places  Achilles  above  Heflor'. 
Again,  /peaking  of  the  Greek  writers,  he  tells  us,  that  Bo- 
chas  mentions  a  fcriveyriy  or  fcribe,  who  in  a  fmall  fcroll  of 
paper  wrote  the  deftruftion  of  Troy,  following  Homer :  a 
hiftory  much  efteemed  among  the  Greeks,  on  account  of  its 
brevity".     This  was  EHftys  Cretenfis,  or  Dares  Phrygius^* 

**  ProL  B.  iv.  fol.  92.  a.  coL  2.  93.  a.  lowing  note,  at  fol.  236.     "  Here  deydfe 

col.  1 .  ^'  the  tranflatour  a  noble  poete  Dan  Johne 

«B.  ii.  ch.  22,  fol.  54.  b.  coL  2.  "  Lydgate,    and  his  folo^wcre   began  his 

'  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.        .  **  prologe  in  this  wife.     Per  Benedi6him 

8  B.  vi.  ch.  15.  fol.  151.  b.  col.  I.       ^  "  Burghe.     Where  flour e  of^  ^c."    MSS, 

**  B.  iv.  ch.  9.   fol.  xcix.  feq.      This  is  Harl.  2251.  117.     Where  Foh-were  may 

from    Ariftotle's    Secretum   Secret o-  be  a  corruption   of  Fol'wer^    or  Fonjoler. 

RUM,  which  Lydgate,  as  I  have  mentioned  But  it  mufl  be  obferved,  that  there  was  a 

above,  tranflated.     But  he  did  not  finilh  Benedid  Burghe,  coeval  with  Lydgate,  and 

the  tranflation :  for  about  the  middle  of  it  preferred  to  many  dignities  in  the  church, 

we  have  this  note.    **  Here  dyed  this  tra»f-  who  tranflated  into  Enelifh  verfe,  for  the 

"  lator  and  notable  poet  John  Lydgate,  ufe  of  lord  Bourchier  fon  of  the  earl  of 

**  monk  of  Bury,  and  Fowi.er  bygan  his  EflTex,  Qhroim  moralia  carminay  altered 

**  prolog  in  this  wyfe.  ii  here  flour  e  of  knight-  and  printed  by  Caxton,  1483.  fol.     More 

**  hood  the  hataile  doth  rrjufe.^*    fol.  336.  will  b«  faid  of  Burgh's  work  in  its  proper 

MSS.  Laud.  K.  53.     The  Prologue  con-  place. 

fifts  of  ten  ftanzas  :  in  which  he  compares  *  B,  ii.  ch.  15.  fol.  51.  a.  col.  2. 

himfclf  to  a  dwarf  entering  the  lifts  when  ^  See  Gefoer.  Bibl.  p.  468.    And  Matt^ 

the  knight  is  foiled.     But  it  is  the  yong  Annal.  Typ.  i.  p.  100. 
Fowler,  in  MSS.  Laud.  B.  xxiv.  In  the  '  B.  iv.  Prol.  fol.  93.  a.  coL  i. 

Harleian  copy  of  ihis  piece  I  find  the  fol-  ^  6.  ii.  cap.  15.  fol.  j[i.  b.  col.  i. 

But 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  69 

But  for  perpetuating  the  atchievements  of  the  knights  of  the 
round  table,  he  fuppofes  that  a  clerk  was  appointed,  and 
that  he  compiled  a  regifter  from  the  pourfuivants  and  he- 
ralds who  attended  their  tournaments  j  and  that  thence  the 
hiftories  of  thofe  invincible  champions  were  framed,  which, 
whether  read  or  fung,  have  afforded  fo  much  delight ".     For 
the  llories  of   Conftantine   and  Arthur   he   brings   as  his 
vouchers,  the  chronicle  or  romance  called  Brut  or  Brutus, 
and  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  **.     He  concludes  the  legend  of 
Conflantine  by  telling  us,  that  an  equeflrian  ftatue  in  brafs 
is  ftill  to  be  feen  at  Conftantinople  of  that  emperor;  in 
which  he  appears  armed  with  a  prodigious  fword,  menacing 
the  Turks  ^     In  defcribing  the  Pantheon  at  Rome,  he  gives 
us  fome  circumftances  highly  romantic.     He  relates  that  this 
magnificent  fane  was  full  of  gigantic  idols,  placed  on  lofty 
ftages :  thefe  images  were  the  gods  of  all  the  nations  con- 
quered by  the  Romans,  and  each  turned  his  countenance  to 
that  province  over  which  he  prefided.     Every  image  held  in 
his  hand  a  bell  framed  by  magic ;  and  when  any  kingdom 
belonging  to  the  Roman  jurifdiftion  was  meditating  rebellion 
againft  the  imperial  city,  the  idol  of  that  country  gave,  by 
fome  fecret  principle,  a  folemn  warning  of  the  diftant  treafon 
by  flriking   his    bell,    which   never  founded  on  any  other 
occafion  ^     Our  author,  following  Boccacio  who  wrote  the 
Theseid,  fuppofes  that  Thefeus  founded  the  order  of  knight- 
hood at  Athens '.     He  introduces,  much  in  the  manner  of 
Boethius,  a  difputation  between  Fortune  and  Poverty ;  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  written  by  Andalus  the  blake^  a  doflor 
of  aflronomy  at  Naples,  who  was  one  of  Bochas's  preceptors. 


"  B.  viii.  ch.  25.  fol.  xv.  a.  coL  !•     See  cacio  wrote  the  original  Latin  of  this  work 

fupr.  col.  I.  p.  331.  fcq.  long  before  the  Turks   took  and  facked 

*»  B.  \iii.  ch.  13.  fol.  7.  a.  col.  2.  fol.  Conftantinople,  in  1453. 
14.  b.  col.  I.  fol.  16.  a.  col.  2.     Sec  fupr,  "^  B.  viii.  ch.  i.  fol.  xx.  a.  col.  1. 

vol.  I.  p.  62.  '  B.  i.  c.  12.  fol.  xxii.  a.  col.  2*. 

P  B.  viii.  ch.  13.  fol.  viii.  b.  col.  2.  Boc- 

At 
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At  Naples  whylom,  as  he  dothe  fpeciiy^ 
In  his  youth  when  he  •  to  fchole  went. 
There  was  a  doftour  of  aftronomye.— 
And  he  was  called  Andalus  the  bloke  \ 

Lydgate  appears  to  have  been  far  advanced  in  years  when  he 
finifhed  this  poem  ;  for  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  book 
he  complains  of  his  trembling  joints,  and  declares  that  age, 
having  benumbed  his  faculties,  has  deprived  him  "  of  all 
**  the  fubtylte.  6f  curious  makyng  in  Englyfshe  to  endyte  •.*• 
Our  author,  in  the  ftrufture  and  modulation  of  his  ftyle, 
feems  to  have  been  ambitious  of  rivalling  Chaucer  • :  whofe 
capital  compolitions  he  enumerates,  and  on  whofe  poetry 
he  beftows  repeated  encomiums. 

I  cannot  quit  this  work  without  adding  an  obfervation  re- 
lating tojBoccacio,  its  original  author,  which  perhaps  may 
defervc  attention.  It  is  highly  probable  that  Boccacio  leam«> 
ed  many  anecdotes  of  Grecian  hiftory  and  Grecian  fable,  not 
to  be  found  in  any  Greek  writer  now  extant,  from  his  pre- 
ceptors Barlaam,  Leontius,  and  others,  who  had  lived  at 
Conftantinople  while  the  Greek  literature  was  yet  flourifh- 
ing.  Some  of  thefe  are  perhaps  fcattered  up  and  down  in 
the  compofition  before  us,  which  contains  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  Grecian  ftory  5  and  efpecially  in  his  treatife  of 
the  genealogies  of  the  gods*.  Boccacio  himfelf  calls  his 
mafter  Leontius  an  inexhauftible  archive  of  Grecian  tales 
and  fables,  although  not  equally  converfant  with  thofe  of 

'^  Boccado.  turio/us  afirtlogus.      See  Papyrios  VIm&4 

<  B.  iii.  ch.  I.  fol.  Ixv.  a.  col.  i«    ''He  Elog.  torn.  ii.  p.  105. 

"  rede  In  fcholes  the  moving  of  the  hea-  »  B.  vii.   Prol.  k>l.  i.  b.  col.  z.  ad  calc* 

'<  vensy    Secy      Boccacio   mentions   with  He  calls  himfelf  older  than  iixty  years, 

moch  regard  Andalus  db  Nicro  as  one  ^  Prol.  B.  i.  f.  ii.  a.  col.  2.  feq. 

of  his  matters,  in  his  Geneal.  Dbor.  '  In  fifteen  books.  Firft  printed  in  1481^ 

lib.  XV.  cap.  vi.     And  fays,  that  Andalns  fbl.     And  in  Italian  bv  Betuffi,    Venet. 

YkZB  tX^nl  mzxiy  Opufcula  aftrorum  caliqui  1 553-    In  French  at  Pans;  15 31.  fbl.    In 

motui  oftindentia.    I  diink  Leander,  in  his  the  interpretation  of  the  fiibles  he  if  voy 

iTALiAjCalls  this  Andalos^i/Wa/tf/iM  nign^  prolix  and  jejune. 

the 
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the  Latins  \  He  confeffes  that  he  took  many  things  in  his 
book  of  the  genealogies  of  the  gods  from  a  vaft  work  entitled 
CoLLECTivuM,  now  loft,  Written  by  his  cotemporary  Paulus 
Pcrufinus,  the  materials  of  which  had  in  great  meafure  been 
furnifhed  by  Barlaam '.  We  are  informed  alfo,  that  Perufi- 
nus  made  ufe  of  fome  of  thefe  fugitive  Greek  fcholars,  ef- 
pecially  Barlaam,  for  coUedling  rare  books  in  that  language, 
Perufinus  was  librarian,  about  the  year  1340,  to  Robert 
king  of  Jerufalem  and  Sicily :  and  was  the  moft  curious  and 
inquifitive  man  of  his  -  age  for  fearching  after  unknown  or 
uncommon  manufcripts,  efpecially  hiftories,  and  poetical 
compofitions,  and  particularly  fuch  as  were  written  in 
Greek.  I  will  beg  leave  to  cite  the  words  of  Boccacio,  who 
records  this  anecdote.  **  Et,  fi  ufquam  curiosissimus  fuit 
**  homo  in  perquirendis,  juffu  etiam  principis,  peregrinis 
"  undecunque  libris,  Historiis  et  Poeticis  operibus,  ifte 
•*  fuit.  Et  ob  id,  fmgulari  amicitiae  Barlase  conjunftus,  quse 
"  a  Latinis  habere  non  poterat  eo  medio  innumera  exhaulit 
'*  a  GRiEcis  V  By  thefe  Historic  and  Poetica  Opera^ 
brought  from  Conftantinople  by  Barlaam,  undoubtedly  works 
of  entertainment,  and  perhaps  chiefly  of  the  romantic  and 
fiftitious  fpecies,  I  do  not  underftand  the  claflics.  It  is 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  Boccacio,  both  from  his  connexions 
and  his  curiofity,  was  no  ftranger  to  thefe  treafures :  and 
that  many  of  thefe  pieces,  thus  imported  into  Italy  by  the 
difperfion  of  the  Conftantinopolitan  exiles,  are  only  known 
at  prefent  through  the  medium  of  his  writings.  It  is  cer- 
tain  that  many  oriental  fiftions  found  their  way  into  Europe 
by  means  of  this  communication. 

Lydgate's  Storie  of  Thebes  was  firft  printed  by  Willianj 
Thinne,  at  the  end  of  his  edition  of  Chaucer's  works,  in 

y  Geneal.  Deor.  lib.  xv.  cap.  vi.  "  collegiflc^"    Genial.  Dbor.  lib.  xv^ 

*  "   Quicquid  apud    Graces    inveniri      cap.  vi. 
^  fottA^  ADjuTORLO  Barlaa  arbitTOT  ""  Geneal*  Peor.  lib.  xv.  cap.  vL 
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1 56 1.  The  author  introduces  it  as  an  additional  Canterbury 
tale.  After  a  fevere  ficknefs,  having  a  defign  to  vifit  the 
fhrine  of  Thomas  a  Beckett  at  Canterbury,  he  arrives  in  that 
city  while  Chaucer's  pilgrims  were  affembled  there  for  the 
fame  purpofe  >  and  by  mere  accident,  not  fufpefting  to  find 
fo  numerous  and  refpeftable  a  company,  goes  to  their  inn. 
There  is  fome  humour  in  our  monk's  travelling  figure  ^ 

In  a  cope  of  black,  and  not  of  grene. 
On  a  palfray,  flender,  long,  and  lene. 
With  rufty  bridle,  made  not  for  the  fale. 
My  man  toforne  with  a  void  male  \ 

He  fees,  ftanding  in  the  hall  of  the  inn,  the  convivial  hoft 
of  the  tabard,  full  of  his  own  importance ;  who  without 
the  leaft  introduflion  or  hefitation  thus  addreffes  our  author, 
quite  unprepared  for  fuch  an  abrupt  falutation. 

—        —        —        Dan  Pers, 
Dan  Dominike,  Dan  Godfray,  or  Clement, 
Ye  be  welcome  newly  into  Kent  j 
Though  your  bridle  have  neither  bofs,  ne  bell  **, 
Befeching  you  that  you  will  tell, 
Firft  of  your  name,  &c.        —        — 
That  looke  fo  pale,  all  devoid  of  blood. 
Upon  your  head  a  wonder  thredbare  hood  *. — 

Our  hoft  then  invites  him  to  fupper,  and  promifes  that  he 
fhall  have,  made  according  to  his  own  directions,  a  large 
pudding,  a  round  hagisy  a  French  moiky  or  a  phrafe  of  eggs  : 
adding,  that  he  looked  extremely  lean  for  a  monk,  and  muft 
certainly  have  been  fick,  or  elfe  belong  to  a  poor  monaftery : 

^Ediu  i687.fol.adCALC.  Chavcbr'i  ^  See  fapn  vol.  i.  p.  164.  notes,  ^. 

Works,  pag.  623.  col.  1.  Prol,  *  Ibid. 

« Portmanteau. 

that 
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that  fbme  nut-brown  ale  after  fupper  will  be  of  fervice,  and 
that  a  quantity  of  the  feed  of  annis,  cummin,  or  coriander, 
taken  before  going  to  bed,  will  remove  flatulencies*  But 
above  all,  fays  the  hoft,  chearful  company  will  be  your 
beft  phyfician.  You  (hall  not  only  fup  with  me  and  my 
companions  this  evening,  but  return  with  us  to-morrow  to 
London ;  yet  on  condition,  that  you  will  fubmit  to  one  of 
the  indifpenfable  rules  of  our  fociety,  which  is  to  tell  an 
entertaining  ftory  while  we  are  travelling. 

What,  looke  up,  Monke !  For  by  '  cockes  blood, 
Thou  fhall  be  mery,  whofo  that  fay  nay  j 
For  to-morrowe,  anone  as  it  is  day. 
And  that  it  ginne  in  the  eaft  to  dawe », 
Thou  fhall  be  bound  to  a  newe  lawe. 
At  going  out  of  Canterbury  toun. 
And  lien  afide  thy  profeflioun  -, 
Thou  fhall  not  chefe  \  nor  thyfelf  withdrawc. 
If  any  mirth  be  found  in  thy  mawe. 
Like  the  cuflom  of  this  company ; 
For  none  fo  proude  that  dare  me  deny. 
Knight,  nor  knave,  chanon,  priefl,  ne  nonnc. 
To  telle  a  tale  plainely  as  they  cbnne ', 
When  I  afligne,  and  fee  time  oportune  5 
And,  for  that  we  our  purpofe  woU  contune  S 
We  will  homeward  the  fame  cuflome  ufe  *• 

Our  monk,  unable  to  withfland  this  profufion  of  kind- 
nefs  and  feflivity,  accepts  the  hoft's  invitation,  and  fups 
with  the  pilgrims.  The  next  morning,  as  they  are  all  riding 
from  Canterbury  to  Ofpringe,  the  hofl  reminds  his  friend 
Dan  John  of  what  he  had  mentioned  in  the  evening,  and 
without  farther  ceremony  calls  for  a  flory,     Lydgate  obeys 


'  God's.    <  Dawo.    ^  ChoTe.    ^  Cattt  or  Know.    ^  Coutinui.    ^  Pag.  622.  col.  2.  feq. 

Vol.  IL  L  his 
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his  commands,  and  recites  the  tragical  definition  of  the 
city  of  Thebes ".  As  the  ftory  is  very  long,  a  paufe  is  made 
in  defcending  a  very  fffeep  hill  near  the  Ti>rope "  of  Brougbton  oh 
the  Blee  j  when  our  author,  who  was  not  furniihed  with  that 
accommodation  for  knowing  the  time  of  the  day,  which 
modern  improvements  in  fcience  have  given  to  the  traveller, 
difcovers  by  an  accurate  examination  of  his  calendar,  I  fup- 
pofe  fome  fort  of  graduated  fcale,  in  which  the  fun's  horary 
progrefs  along  the  equator  was  marked,  that  it  is  nine  in 
,  the  morning  \ 

It  has  been  faid,  but  without  any  authority  or  probability, 
that  Chaucer  firft  wrote  this   ftory  in   a  Latin  narrative, 
which  Lydgate  afterwards  tranflated  into  Englifh  verfe.  Our 
author's  originals  are  Guido  Colonna,  Statins,   and  Seneca 
the  tragedian  ^.    Nicholas  Trevet,  an  Englifliman,  a  Domi- 
nican friar  of  London,  who  ilourifhed  about  the  year  1330, 
has  left  a  commentary  on  Seneca's  tragedies  ** ;  and  he  was 
fo  favorite  a  poet  as  to  have  been  illuftrated  by  Thomas 
Aquinas '.     He  was  printed  at  Venice  fo  early  as  the  year 
1482.      Lydgate  in  this  poem  often  refers  to  myne  auStor^ 
who,  I  fuppofe,  is  either  Statins,  or  Colonna'.     He  fome- 
times  cites  Boccacio's  Latin  trafts :  particularly  the  Genea- 
LOGi^  Deorum,  a  work  which  at  the  reftoration  of  learning 
greatly  contributed  to  familiarife  the  claflical  ftories,    De 
Casibus  virorum  illustrium,   the   ground-work   of   the 
Fall  of  Princes  juft  mentioned,  and  De  Claris  Muli- 
ERiBus,  in  which  pope  Joan  is  one  of  the  heroines'.     From 
the  firft,  he  has  taken  the  ftory  of  Amphion  building  the 

"  Ibid.  ;  MSS.  BodL  N£.  F.  8.  6.  Leland  &w 

»  Or  Thorpe.  Properly  a  lodge  in  a  forefl*  this  Commentary  in  the  library  of  the  Cif - 

A  hamlet.  It  occurs  again pag.  6ci.coK  i.  terdan  abbey  of  Buckfaft-Lees  in  Devon- 

Bren  townes,  thropis^  and  villages.  ihire.     Coll.  iii.  p.  257. 

And  in  the  Troy-Bo ke,  he  mentions  '  Some  fay,  Thomas  Anglicus. 

«< provinces, borowesyvyllagesy and /^0/ff/'  'Pag.  623.  col.  2.  630.  col.  i.  652. 

B.  ii.  c.  X.  col.  2.  635.  col.  2.  647.  col.  2.  654.  col. 

"  Pag.  630.  col.  2.  I.  6kq.  col.  I.    See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  126. 

'  SeCi  pag-  630.  coL  i.  <  Firft  printed,  Ulm.  1473.  fol. 

walls 
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walls  of  Thebes  by  the  help  of  Mercury's  harp,  and  the 
interpretation  of  that  fable,  together  with  the  "  fiftions 
about  Lycurgus  king  of  Thrace ".  From  the  fecond,  as  I 
recolleft,  the  accoutrements  of  Polymites":  and  from  the 
third,  part  of  the  tale  of  Ifophile'',  He  alfo  charafterifes 
Boccacio  for  a  talent,  by  which  he  is  not  now  fo  generally 
known,  for  his  poetry  5  and  ftyles  him,  "  among  poetes  in 
"  Itaile  flailed*."  But  Boccacio's  Theseid  was  yet  in 
vogue.  He  fays,  that  when  Oedipus  was  married,  none  of 
the  Mufes  were  prefent,  as  they  were  at  the  wedding  of 
Sapience  with  ELOQiJENCE,  defcribed  by  that  poet  y^hilom  fo 
fage^  Matrician  inamed  de  Capella.  This  is  Marcianus  Mineus 
Felix  de  Capella,  who  lived  about  the  year  470,  and  whofe 
Latin  profaico-metrical  work,  de  Nuptiis  Pbilologia  etMercurii^  i 

in  twp  books,  an  introdu6lion  to  his  feven  books,  or  fyftem,  \^ 

of  the  Seven  Sciences,  I  have  mentioned  before*:  a  writer 
highly  extolled  by  Scotus  Erigena  S  Peter  of  Blois  %  John 
of  Salifbury,  and  other  early  authors  in  corrupt  Latinity  ^ ; 
and  of  fuch  eminent  eftimation  in  the  dark  centuries,  as  to 
be  taught  in  the  feminaries  of  philological  education  as  a 
claflic  •.  Among  the  royal  manufcripts  in  the  Britifh  mu- 
feum,  a  manufcript  occurs  written  about  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury, which  is  a  commentary  on  thefe  nine  books  of  Capella, 

°  Lydgate  fays,  that  this  was  the  fame  y  Pag.  648.  col.  i.  feq. 

Lycurgus  who  came  as  an  ally  with  Pala-  '  Pag.  651.  col.  i. 

mon  to  Athens  againil  his  brother  Arcite»  •  See  fupr.  vol.  i .  p.  391. 

drawn  by  four  white  bulls,  and  crowned  ^  De  Divif.  Natur.  lib.  iii.  p.  147.  1 48. 

with  a  wreath  of  gold.     Pag.  650.  col.  2.  ^  Epift.  loi. 

See  Kn.  Tale,    Urry's  Ch.  p.   17.  v.  *•  See  Alcuin.  De  Sept.  Artib.  p.  I2c6. 

2131.  feq.  col.  I.     Our  author  exprefsly  Honorius  Auguilodunus,    de    Philofophia 

refers     to    Chaucer's    Knight's    Tale  Mundi,  lib.  ii.  cap.  5.     And  the  booK  of 

about  Thefeus,    and  with  fome  addrefs,  Thomas  Cantipratanus  attributed  to  Bo- 

**  As  ye  have  before  heard  it  related  in  ethius,  De  Difciplina  Scholarium.  Compare 

«<  pafTing  through  Deptford,    &c."    pag.  Barth.  ad  Claucuan.  p.  32. 

568.  col.  1.  «  Barth.  ad  Briton,  p.  no.     "  Medii 

w  Pag.  623.  col.  2.    624.  col.  !•    651.  '<  sevi  fcholas  tenuit,  adolcfcentibus  pras- 

col.  I.  "  Icdtus,    &c."      See  Wilibaldus,  Epift. 

«  Pag.  634*  col.  2.  147.  tom.  ii.  Vet.  Monum.  Marten,  p.  334. 

L  2  compiled 
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compiled  by  Duncant  an  Irifh  bifhop^  and  given  to  hig 
fcholars  in  the  monaftcry  of  faint  Remigius  *•  They  were  early 
tranflated  into  Latin  leonine  rhymes,  and  are  often  imitated 
by  Saxo  Grammaticus  \  Gregory  of  Tours  has  the  vanity 
to  hope,  that  no  readers  will  think  his  Latinity  barbarous : 
not  even  thofe,  who  have  refined  their  tafte,  and  enriched 
their  underftanding  with  a  complete  knowledge  of  every 
fpecies  of  literature,  by  ftudying  attentively  this  treatife  oif 
Marcianus'.  Alexander  Necham,  a  learned  abbot  of  Ci- 
rencefter,  and  a  voluminous  Latin  writer  about  the  year 
1 2 10,  wrote  annotations  on  Marcianus,  which  are  yet  pre- 
ferved\  He  was  firft  printed  in  the  year  1499,  and  other 
editions  appeared  foon  afterwards.  This  piece  of  Mar- 
cianus, dictated  by  the  ideal  philofophy  of  Plato,  is  fuppofed 
to  have  led  the  way  to  Boethius's  celebrated  Consolation 
OF  Philosophy". 

The  marriage  of  Sapience  and  Eloquence,  or  Mercury 
and  Philology,  as  defcribed  by  Marcianus,  at  which  Clio 
and  Calliope  with  all  their  fitters  aflifted,  and  from  which 
Discord  and  Sedition,  the  great  enemies  of  literature, 
were  excluded,  is  artfully  introduced,  and  beautifully  con- 
trafted  with  that  of  Oedipus  and  Jocafta,  which  was  cele- 
brated by  an  affemblage  of  the  moft  hideous  beings. 

^  Leland  fays  he  faw  this  work  In  the  dred  years  old,  is  mentioned  by  Bernard  a 

library  of  Worccfter  abbey.       Coll.  iii,  Pez,  Thefaur.  Anecdot.  torn.  iii.  p.  620. 

p.  268.  But  by  fome  writers  of  the  early  ages  he  it 

<MSS.  Reg.  15    A.  xxxiii.     Liher  olim  cenfured  as  obfcure.     Galfredus  Canonxcus, 

S.  Remig,  Studio  Gifardi  fcriptus.     Labb.  who  flourifhed  about  1 170,  declares,  **  Non 

Bibl.  Nov.  Manufcr.  p.  66.    In  imitation  *'  petimus  nos,   aut  lajciijire  cum  Sidonio^ 

of  the  firft  part  of  this  work,   a  French-  **  aat  'vernare  cam  Hortenfio,  aut  in*vcl*vere 

man,  Jo.  Boraeus,  wrote  Nupti^  Juris-  '*  cum  MarcianoJ**       Apud  Marten,   ubi 

coNsuLTi     ET     Philologije,     Parif.  fupr.    torn.  i.    p.  506.      He  will  occur 

1651.  4to.  again.  ^ 

*»  Stephan.  in  Prolegomen.  c.  xix.  And  •'Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  Digb.  221.     And 

in  the  Notes>  pailim.     He  is  adduced  by  in  other  places.     As  did  Scotus  Erigena, 

JFuIgentius.  Labb.  Bibl.  Nov.  Manufcr.  p.  45.     And 

^  Hift.  Fr.  lib.  x.  ad  calc.      A  manu-  others  of  that  period, 
fcript  pf  Marcianus,  more  than  feven  hun*  ^  See  MabiUon.  Itin.  Ital.  p.  221. 

Nc 
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Ne  was  there  none  of  the  Mufes  ftine,— 

By  one  accorde  to  maken  melody : 

For  there  fung  not  by  heavenly  harmony, 

Neyther  Clio  nor  Caliope, 

None  of  the  fiftren  in  number  thrife  thre^ 

As  they  did,  when  Philolaie  " 

Afcended  up  highe  above  the  fkie. 

To  be  wedded,  this  lady  virtuous. 

Unto  her  lord  the  god  Mercurius.— 

But  at  this  weddinge,  plainly  for  to  telle. 

Was  Cerberus,  chiefe  porter  of  hell ; 

And  Herebus,  fader  to  Hatred, 

Was  there  prefent  with  his  holle  kindred. 

His  WIFE  alfo  °  with  her  browes  blacke. 

And  her  daughters,  forow  for  to  make, 

Hideoufly  chered,  and  uglie  for  to  fee, 

Megera,  and  Thesiphonee, 

Alecto  eke  :  with  Labour,  and  Envie„ 

Drede,  Fraude,  and  falfe  Tretcherie, 

Treson,  Povert,  Indigence,  and  Nede,. 

And  cruell  Death  in  his  rent  wede  ^ : 

Wretchednesse,  Complaint,  and  eke  Rage, 

Fear  full  pale,  Dronkenesse,  croked  Age  : 

Cruell  Mars,  and  many  a  tigre  wood% 

Brenning  '  Ire,  and  unkinde  Blood, 

Fraternall  Hate  depe  fett  in  the  roote, 

Sauf  only  death  that  there  was  no  boote '  i 

Assured  othes  at  fine  untrew  \ 

All  thefe  folkes  were  at  weddyng  new  y 

To  make  the  town  defolate  and  bare,. 

As  the  ftory  after  ftiall  declare ". 

■  Philologia,  'Burning. 

•  Night.  '  "Death  was  the  only  refuge,  or  remedy."* 

P  Garment.  <  '<  Oaths  which  proved  falfe  in  the  end.'* 

^The  attendants  on  Man..  "  Fag.  629.  col.  1  • 

The 
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The  bare  conccptioti  of  the  attendance  of  this  allegorical 
groupe  on  thefe  inceftuous  efpoufkls,  is  highly  poetical :  and 
although  fome  of  the  perfonifications  are  not  prefented 
with  the  addition  of  any  pifturefqae  attributes,  yet  others 
are  marked  with  the  powerful  pencil  of  Chaucer. 

This  poem  is  the  Thebaid  of  a  troubadour.  The  old 
claffical  tale  of  Thebes  is  here  cloathed  with  feudal  manners, 
enlarged  with  new  fi^ions  of  the  Gothic  fpecies,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  the  defcriptions,  circumftances,  and  machineries, 
appropriated  to  a  romance  of  chivalry.  The  Sphinx  is  a  ter- 
rible dragon,  placed  by  a  necromancer  to  guard  a  mountain, 
and  to  murther  all  travellers  paffing  by".  Tydeus  being 
wounded  fees  a  caftle  on  a  rock,  whofe  high  towers  and 
crefied  pinnacles  of  poliihed  ftone  glitter  by  the  light  of  the 
moon :  he  gains  admittance,  is  laid  in  a  fumptuous  bed  of 
cloth  of  gold,  and  healed  of  his  wounds  by  a  king's  daugh- 
ter *.  Tydeus  and  Polymite  tilt  at  midnight  for  a  lodging, 
before  the  gate  of  the  palace  of  king  Adraftus;  who  is 
awakened  with  the  din  of  the  ftrokes  of  their  weapons,  which 
(hake  all  the  palace,  and  defcends  into  the  court  with  a 
long  train  by  torch-light :  he  orders  the  two  combatants 
to  be  difarmed,  and  cloathed  in  rich  mantles  ftudded  with 
pearls ;  and  they  are  conduced  to  repofe  by  many  a  Jlair  to 
a  ftately  tower,  after  being  ferved  with  a  refedion  of  hy- 
pocras  from  golden  goblets.  The  next  day  they  are  both 
efpoufed  to  the  king's  two  daughters,  and  entertained 
with  tournaments,  feafting,  revels,  and  mafques^  After- 
wards Tydeus,  having  a  meffage  to  deliver  to  Eteocles  king  of 
Thebes,  enters  the  hall  of  the  royal  palace,  completely  armed 
and  on  horfeback,  in  the  midft  of  a  magnificent  feftival '. 
.This  palace,   like  a  Norman  fortrefs,    or  feudal  caftle,  is 

''.Pag.  627.  col.  2.  this  line.  pag.  635.  col.  2. 

r  J3:65^:^:'i:f5.   Concemjngthc      And  the  devise  of  many  a  solein  .vedb. 
^rcflcs,  perhaps  in  the  mafqttc^  wc  liave  »  Pag  637.  col.  2. 

guarded 
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guarded  with  barbicans,  portculliffes,  chains,  and  foffes'. 
Adraftus  wifhes  to  clofe  his  old  age  in  the  repofe  of  rural 
diverfions,  of  hawking  and  hunting  ^. 

The  fituation  of  Polymite,  benighted  in  a  folitary  wilder- 
nefs,  is  thus  forcibly  defcribed. 

Holding  his  way,  of  herte  nothing  light. 

Mate  ^  and  weary,  till  it  draweth  to  night : 

And  al  the  day  beholding  envirown. 

He  neither  fawe  ne  caftle,  towre,  ne  town  5 

The  which  thing  greveth  him  full  fore, 

And  fodenly  the  fee  began  to  rore, 

Winde  and  tempeft  hidioufly  to  arife, 

The  rain  down  beten  in  ful  grifly  wife ; 

That  many  a  beaft  thereof  was  adrad, 

And  nigh  for  fere  gan  to  waxe  mad. 

As  it  feemed  by  the  full  wofuU  fownes 

Of  tigres,  beres,  of  bores,  and  of  liounes ; 

Which  to  refute,  and  himfelf  for  to  lave, 

Evrich  in  hafte  draweth  to  his  cave. 

But  Polymite  in  this  tempeft  huge 

Alas  the  while  findeth  no  refuge. 

Ne,  him  to  fhrowde,  faw  no  where  no  fuccour. 

Till  it  was  pafTed  almoft  midnight  hour\ 

When  Oedipus  confults  concerning  his  kindred  the  oracle  of 
Apollo,  whofe  image  ftood  on  a  golden  chariot  with  four 
wheels  burned  bright  and  Jheen^  animated  with  a  fiend,  the 
manner  in  which  he  receives  his  anfwer  is  touched  with 
fpirit  and  imagination. 

And  when  Edipus  by  great  devotion 
Finilhed  had  fully  his  orifon, 
The  fiend  anon,  within  invifible, 
With  a  voice  dredefull  and  horrible, 

•  Pag*  644.  col.  2.      *  Pag.  635.  col.  I .       « Afraid.  Fatigued.      <»  P.  63 1 .  col.  2. 
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Bade  him  in  hafte  take  his  voyage 
Towrds  Thebes,  &c  *. —    —    — 

In  this  poem,  exclufive  of  that  general  one  already  men- 
tioned, there  are  fome  curious  mixtures  of  manners,  and  of 
daffies  and  fcripture.  The  nativity  of  Oedipus  at  his  birth 
is  calculated  by  the  moft  learned  aftronomers  and  phyficians  ^ 
Eteocles  defends  the  walls  of  Thebes  with  great  guns  •.  And 
the  prieft  **  Amphiorax,  or  Amphiaraus,  is  ftyled  a  biftiop  \ 
whofe  wife  is  alfo  mentioned.  At  a  council  held  at  Thebes, 
concerning  the  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  throne,  Efdras  and 
Solomon  are  cited :  and  the  hiftory  of  Nehemiah  rebuild- 
ing the  walls  of  Jerufalem  is  introduced "".  The  moral  in- 
tended by  this  calamitous  tale  confifts  in  fliewing  the  per- 
nicious effefts  of  war :  the  diabolical  nature  of  which  our 
author  ftill  further  illuftrates  by  obferving,  that  difcorjd 
received  its  origin  in  hell,  and  that  the  firft  battle  ever 
fought  was  that  of  Lucifer  and  his  legion  of  rebel  angels  '. 
But  that  the  argument  may  have  the  fuUeft  confirmation^ 
Saint  Luke  is  then  quoted  to  prove,  that  avarice,  ambition, 
and  envy,  are  the  primary  fources  of  contention  j  and  that 
Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  deftroy  thefe  malignant  prin- 
ciples, and  to  propagate  univerfal  charity. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poem,  the  mediation  of  the  holy 
virgin  is  invoked,  to  procure  peace  in  this  life,  and  falvation 
in  the  next.  Yet  it  fliould  be  remembered,  that  this  piece  is 
written  by  a  monk,  and  addreffed  to  pilgrims  ". 


*  Pag.  626.  col.  2.  *  Pag.  645.  col.  i. 

'Pag.  625.  col.  I.  ^  Pag.  636.  col.  i, 

i  Pag.  644.  col.  2.    Great  and  fmaU,  '  Pag.  660.  col.  i. 

and  Tome  as  large  as  tonnei.  "  Lydgate  was  near  fifty  when  this  poem 

^  As  in  Chaucer.  was  written,  pag.  622.  col.  2. 
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THE  third  of  Lydgate's  poems  which  I  propofed  to 
confider,  is  the  Troy  boke,  or  the  Destruction  of 
Troy.  It  was  firfl:  printed  at  the  command  of  king  Henry 
the  eighth,  in  the  year  15 13,  by  Richard  Pinfon,  with  this 
title,  "  The  Hystory  sege  and  destruccion  of  Troye. 
"  I'be  table  or  rubrifshe  of  the  content  of  the  chapitreSy  &c.  Here 
"  after  foloweth  the  Troye  boke,  otherwife  called  the  Sege  op 
**  Troye.  l*ranjlated  by  John  Lydgate  monke  of  Bury,  and 
emprynted  at  the  commaundement  of  oure  fouveraygne  lorde  the 
kynge  Henry  the  eighth^  by  Richarde  Pinfon,  &c.  the  yere 
*^  of  our  lorde  god  a  m.ccccc.  and  xiii  \"  Another,  and  a 
much  more  correal  edition  followed,  by  Thomas  Marfhe, 
under  the  care  of  one  John  Braham,  in  the  year  1555  ^  It 
was  begun  in  the  year  1414,  the  laft  year  of  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  the  fourth.    It  was  written  at  that  prince's 


<c 


*  Among  other  curious  decorations  in  the 
title  page,  there  are  foldiers  firing  great 

fins  at  the  dty  of  Troy.     Caxton,  in  his 
ECUYLE      OF      THE       HySTORYES      OF 

Troye,  did  not  tranflate  the  account  of 
the  final  deilrudlion  of  the  city  from  his 
French  author  Rauol  le  Feure,  "  for  as 
''  muche  as  that  worfhipfull  and  relieious 
**  man  Dan  John  Lydgate  monke  of  Surye 
"  did  tranflate  it  hut  late^  after  whofc 
**  worke  I  feare  to  take  upon  me,  &c." 
At  the  end  of  B.  ii. 

•  With  this  title.  "  The  auncieni  hif- 
*•  torie,  and  only  true  and  fyncere  croni- 
**  cle,  of  the  warres  betwixte  the  Gre- 
"  cians  and  the  Troyans,  and  fubfequently 
**  of  the  fyi  il  evcrc}'on  of  the  auncient  and 
"  famoufc  cytQ  of  Troye  under  Laomedon 
•'  the  king,  and  of  the  bft  and  f^Tiall  de- 
*^  ftruftyon  of  the  fame  under  Pryam : 
'*  wr)ttcn  by  Daretus  a  Troyan  andDi<^us 


Vol.  11. 
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'<  a  Grecian,  both  fouldioars  and  prefent  at 
<'  and  in  al]  the  fayd  warres,  and  digefled 
''  in  Latyn  by  the  learned  Guydo  de  Co* 
'*  lumpnis,  and  fythcs  tranflated  into  Eng- 
"  lyflie  verfe  by  John  Lydgate  moncke  of 
"  Burye  and  newly  imprinted."  The  co- 
lophon, "  Imprinted  at  London  in  Flete- 
"  ftrete  at  the  fygnc  of  the  Princes  Armes 
"  by  Thomas  Marfhe.  Anno.  do.  m.d.l.v." 
This  book  was  modernifed,  and  printed  in 
five  lined  llanzas,  under  the  title,  "  The 
"  Life  and  Death  of  Hector,  &c. 
•*  written  by  John  Lydgate  monk  of  Berry, 
"  &c.  At  London,  printed  by  Thomas 
"  Purfoot.  Anno  Dom.  16  r  4."  fol.  But 
I  fufpedl  this  to  be  a  fecond  edition.  Pr/Vr- 
lip,  "  In  Theflalie  king  Pcleus  once  did 
"  raigne."  See  Farmer's  Essay,  p.  39. 
40.  edit.  1767.  This  fpurious  Troye- 
BoKE  is  cited  by  Fuller,  Winftanley,  and 
others,  as  Lydtjacc's  genuine  work. 

command, 


la 
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command,  and  is  dedicated  to  his  fucceflbr.  It  was  finiflicd 
in  the  year  1420.  In  the  Bodleian  library  there  is  a  maniu 
fcript  of  this  poem  elegantly  illuminated,  with  the  piftuie 
of  a  monk  prefenting  a  book  to  a  king  \  From  the  fplen- 
dour  of  the  decorations,  it  appears  to  be  the  copy  which 
Lydgate  gave  to  Henry  the  fifth. 

This  poem  is  profcffedly  a  tranflation  or  paraphrafe  of 
Guido  de  Colonna's  romance,  entitled  Historia  Trojana  \ 
But  whether  from  Colonna's  original  Latin,  or  from  a 
French  verfion  '  mentioned  in  Lygdate's  Prologue,  and  which 
exifled  foon  after  the  year  1300,  I  cannot  afcertain  •.  I  have 
before  obferved ',  that  Colonna  formed  his  Trojan  Hiftory 
from  Dares  Phrygius  and  Diftys  Cretenfis " ;  who  perpetually 
occur  as  authorities  in  Lydgate's  tranflation.  Homer  is 
however  referred  to  in  this  work ;  particularly  in  the  cata- 
logue,    or  enumeration,    of   the  fliips   which  brought  the 


P  MSS.  Digb.  252- 

1  Prineip.  "  Licet  cotuHe  Vetera  recen- 
*••  tioribus  obruantor." 

»  Of  a  Spanilh  verfion,  by  Pctro  Nunez 
Degaldo,  fee  Nic.  Anton.  Bibl.  Hifpan. 
torn.  ii.  p.  179. 

•  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  127.  Note«.  Yet 
he  fays,  having  finifhed  his  verfion,.  B*  v. 
Signat.  ££.  i. 

I  have  no  more  of  Latin  to  tranflate^ 
After  Dytcsy  Dares,  and  Guydo. 

Again,  he  defpairs  of  tranilating  Gnido's 
Latin  elegantly.  B.  ii.  c.  x.  See  alfo  B. 
iii.  Sifirn.  R.  iii.  There  was  a  French 
Uanilaaon  of  Dares  printed,  Cadom.  1573. 
See  Works  of  the  Learned.  A.  1703. 
p.  222. 

'  Ibid.  p.  126. 

"  As  Colonna's  book  is  extremely  fcarce, 
and  the  fubjedl  interefHng,  I  will  tranflate 
a  few  lines  from  Colonna's  Prologue  and 
Poftfcript.  From  the  Prologue.  *'  Thefe 
"  things,  originally  written  by  the  Gre- 
*'  clan  Didtys  and  the  Phrygian  Dares, (who 
*'  were  prcfent  in  the  Trojan  war,  and 


**  faithful,  rtlators  of  what  tHey  faw,)  tie 
"  transferred  into  this  book  by  Guido,  of 
**  Colonna,  a  judge.  —  And  although  a 
**  certain  Roman,  Cornelius  by  name,  the 
«*  nephew  of  the  great  SalluIUus,  tran- 
**  dated  Dares  and  Didys  into  Latin ,  yet» 
"  attempting  to  be  concife,  he  has  very 
"  improperly  omitted  thofc  particulars  of 
**  the  hiibry,  which  would  have  proved 
**  moft  agreeable  to  the  reader.  In  my 
"  own  book  therefore  every  article  belong- 
•*  ing  to  the  Trojan  ftory  will  be  compre* 
"  bended."— And  in  his  Poftfcript.  "  And 
**  I  Guido  de  Colonna  have  followed  the 
"  faid  Diclys  in  every  particular ;  for  this 
**  reafon,  becaufe  Didys  made  his  work 
"  perfect  and  complete  in  every  thing.— 
•*  And  I  ihould  have  decorated  this  hiSory 
**  with  more  metaphors  and  ornaments  of 
"  ftyle,  and  by  incidental  digreffions, 
"  which  are  the  figures  of  compofition, 
"  But  deterred  by  the  difficulty  of  the  work, 
"  &c."  Guido  has  indeed  made  Didlys 
nothing  more  than  the  ground- work  of  his 
ftory.  All  this  is  tranilated  in  Lydgate's 
Prplogue. 


feverat 
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fcveral  Grecian  leaders  with  their  forces  to  the  Trojan  coaft. 
It  begins  thus,  on  the  teftimony  of  Colonna'". 

Myne  auSlor  telleth  how  Agamamnon, 

The  worthi  kynge,  an  hundred  ftiippis  brought. 

-^d  is  clofed  with  thefe  lines. 

Full  many  fhippes  was  in  this  navye. 
More  than  Guido  maketh  reherfayle. 
Towards  Troye  with  Grekes  for  to  fayle : 
For  as  Homer  in  his  difcrypcion 
Of  Grekes  fhippes  maketh  mencion. 
Shortly  affyrminge  the  man  was  never  borne 
That  fuch  a  nombre  of  fhippes  fawe  to  forne  '• 

In  another  place  Homer, not withftanding  alibis  rhetoryke  and 
fugred  eloquence^  his  lujly  fonges  and  dytees  fwete^  is  blamed  as  a 
prejudiced  writer,  who  favours  the  Greeks'":  a  cenfure, 
which  flowed  from  the  favorite  and  prevailing  notion  held 
by  the  weflern  nations  of  their  defcent  from  the  Trojans. 
Homer  is  alfo  faid  to  paint  with  colours  of  gold  and  azure  % 
A  metaphor  borrowed  from  the  fafhionable  art  of  illumining. 
I  do  not  however  fuppofe,  that  Colonna,  who  flourifhed  in 
the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  had  ever  feen  Homer's 
poems :  he  might  have  known  thefe  and  many  other  par- 
ticulars, contained  in  the  Iliad,   from  thofe  fadlitious  hif- 

^  From  Dift.  Crctenf.  lib.  i.  c.  xvii.  p.  o/HouEViisJfyle,  in  othcf  refpe^b  a  trm 
17.  feq.  edit.  Dacer.  Amftel.  1702.  4to.  writer.     We  have  the  fame  complaint  Ia 
And  Dar.  Phryg.  cap.  xiv.  p.  158.  ibid.  our  author's  Fall  ofPrincis.  See  fupr. 
There  is  a  very  ancient  edition  otDares  in  And  in  Chaucer's  House  op  Fame,  (Jo- 
quarto,  without  name  or  place.     Of  Didfys  lonna  is  introduced,  among  other  authors  of 
at  Milan,  1^77.  4to.   Dares  is  in  German,  the  Trojan  Aory,  makinj^  this  objedion  to 
with  cuts,   by    Marcus    Tatius,    Au«ift.  Homer's  veracity.    B.  iii.  p.  468.  coL  I. 
Vindel.  1536.  fol.    Di^s,  by  John  He-  v.  389.  Urr.  edit, 
rold,   at  Bafil,  I5$4.     Both  in  Ruflian»  One  faied  that  Ou ere  made  lies» 
at  Mofcow,  1712.  Svo.  And  feinyng  in  his  poetries  ; 
*  B.  ii.  c.  xvL  And  was  to  the  Grekes  favorable, 
7  B.  iv.  c.  xxsd.  And  in  the  Prologue,  And  therefore  held  he  it  but  fable. 
Virgil  is  cenfured  for  following  tbi  iraces  *  B.  iv.  c.  xxxi.  Signat.  X.  ii. 
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toi  ians  whom  he  profeffes  to  follow.  Yet  it  is  not,  in  the 
mean  time,  impoflible,  that  Lydgate  might  have  feen  the 
Iliad,  at  leaft  in  a  Latin  tranflation.  Leontius  Pilatus, 
already  mentioneH,  one  of  the  learned  Conftantinopolitan 
exiles,  had  tranflated  the  Iliad  into  Latin  profe,  with  part  of 
the  Odyffey,  at  the  defire  of  Boccacio*,  about  the  year  1360. 
This  appears  from  Petrarch's  Epiftles  to  his  friend  Boccacio*: 
in  which,  among  other  curious  circumftances,  the  former 
requefts  Boccacio  to  fend  him  to  Venice  that  part  of  Leon- 
tius's  new  Latin  verfion  of  the  Odyffey,  in  which  Ulyffes's 
defcent  into  hell,  and  the  veftibule  of  Erebus,  arc  defcribed* 
He  wifhes  alfo  to  fee,  how  Homer,  blind  and  an  Afiatic, 
had  defcribed  the  lake  of  Averno  and  the  mountain  of  Circe. 
In  another  part  of  thefe  letters,  he  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  the  Latin  Homer;  and  mentions  with  how  much  fatisfac- 
tion  and  joy  the  report  of  its  arrival  in  the  public  library  at 
Venice  was^  received,  by  all  the  Greek  and  Latin  fcholars  of 
that  city  ^  The  Iliad  was  alfo  tranflated  into  French  verfe> 
by  Jacques  Milet,  a  licentiate  of  laws,  about  the  year  1430  ^ 
Yet  I  cannot  believe  that  Lydgate  had  ever  confulted  thefe 
tranflations,  although  he  had  travelled  in  France  and  Il;aly. 
One  may  venture  to  pronounce  peremptorily,  that  he  did 
not  underftand,  as  he  probably  never  had  feen,  the  original. 
After  the  migration  of  the  Roman  emperors  to  Greece,  Boc- 
cacio was  the  firft  European  that  could  read  Homer ;  nor 
was  there  perhaps  a  copy  of  either  of  Homer's  poems  exifl:- 
ing  in  Europe,  till  about  the  time  the  Greeks  were  driven 


"  It  is  a  flight  error  in  Vigncul  Marvillc,  with  great  perfpicuity,  and  horn  the  beft 

that  this  tranflation  was  procured  b/  Pe-  authorities.   De  Grjec.Illustr.  lib.  i. 

trarch.    Mel.  Litt.   torn.  i.    p.  21.     The  c.  1.  p.  2.  feq. 
very  ingenious  and  accurate  author  of  Me-  **  Senil.  lib.  iii.  Cap.  5. 

MOIRES  POUR  LA  Vie  DE  Petrarc^e, is  '  Hody»  ubi  fapr.  p.  5.  6.  7.  9.     The 

miilaken  in  faying  that  Hody  fappofcs  this  Latin  Iliad  in  profe  was  publiflied  under 

yer/ion  to  have   l)een   made   by  Petrarch  the  name  of  Laurentius  Valla,  with  fome 

himfelf.  liv.  vi.  torn.  iii.  p.  633.     On  the  flight  alterations,  in  1497. 
contrary,   Hody  has  adjufted  this  matter  f  Mem.  de  Litt.  xvii.  p.  761.  ed.  410.  - 

by 
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by  the  Turks  from  Conftantinople  %  Long  after  Boccacio's 
time,  the  knowledge  of  the  Greek  tongue,  and  confequently 
of  Homer,  was  confined  only  to  a  few  fcholars.  Yet  fome 
ingenious  French  critics  have  infmuated,  that  Hon^r  was 
familiar  in  France  very  early  -,  and  that  Chriftina  of  Pifa,  in 
a  poem  never  printed,  written  m  the  year  1398,  and  entitled 
L'  Epitre  d'  Othea  a  Hector  ',  borrowed  the  word  Othea, 
or  Wisdom,  from  w  dex  in  Homer,  a  formal  appellation  by 
which  that  poet  often  invocates  Minerva*. 

This  poem  is  replete  with  defcriptions  of  rural  beauty, 
formed  by  a  feleftion  of  very  poetical  and  pifturefque  cir- 
cumftances,  and  cloathed  in  the  moft  perfpicuous  and  mufical 
numbers.  The  colouring  of  our  poet's  ^  mornings  is  often 
remarkably  rich  and  fplendid. 

When  that  the  rowes  ^  and  the  raye«  redde 
Eaftward  to  us  full  early  ginnen  fpredde,. 
Even  at  the  twylyght  in  the  dawneynge, 
Whan  that  the  larke  of  cuftom  ginneth  fynge. 
For  to  faliie  *  in  her  heavenly  laye. 
The  lufty  goddefle  of  the  morowe  graye, 
I  meane  Aurora,  which  afore  the  funne 
Is  wont  t'  ^  enchafe  the  blacke  fkyes  dunne, 
And  al  the  darkneffe  of  the  dimmy  night : 
And  frefhe  Phebus,  with  comforte  of  his  lights 

^  See  Boccat.  Geneal.  Deor.  xv.  6.  7.  Mufenxny  tliis piece  is  entitled  La  Cheva* 

Theodoras  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  in  the  LERisSpiRiTUELLEi/rrr  monJe.  17  £• 

feventh  century  brought  from  Rome  into  iv.  2. 

England  a  manufcript  of  Homer  ;  which  s  Monf.  L'Abbe  Sallier,  Mem.  Litt.  xvii.. 

is  now  faid  to  be  in  Bennet  library  at  Cam-  p.  518. 

bridge.  See  the  Second  Dissertation.  ^  Streaks  of  light.      A  very  common 

In  it  is  written  with  a  modern  hand.  Hie  word  in  Lydgate.     Chaucer,    Kn.  T.  v. 

liSer     quondam    Theodori     arcbiepi/eopi  597.  col.  2.  Urr.  p*  455- 

Cant.    But  ph)bably  this  7i&^tf</pr^  isTHE-  a   j     vi   .1.    ^  -i*  1         11                  x 

ODORE    Gaia,    whofe    book,    or    whofc  And  whUc  the  twilight  and  the  rwii  red 

tranfcript,   it  might  have  been.     Hody,         OfPhebusbght 

ubi  fupr.  Lib.  i.  c.  3.  p.  59.  60.  *  Salute. 

^  la  the  royal  manufcripts  of  the  Britiih  ^  Chafe» 
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And  with  the  brightnes  of  his  hemes  ihene» 
Hath  overgylt  the  huge  hylles  grene; 
And  floures  eke,  agayn  the  morowe-tide. 
Upon  their  ftalkes  gan  playn  '  their  leaves  wide  ". 

Again,  among  more  pictures  of  the  fame  fubjeft. 

When  Aurora  the  fylver  droppes  fhene. 
Her  teares,  had  ihed  upon  the  freftie  grene  ; 
Complaynyng  aye,  in  weping  and  in  lorowe. 
Her  chyldren's  death  on  every  fommer-morowe : 
That  is  to  faye,  when  the  dewe  fo  foote, 
Embawmed  hath  the  floure  and  eke  roote 
With  luftie  lycour  in  Aprill  and  in  Maye : 
When  that  the  larke,  the  meffenger  of  daye. 
Of  cuftom  aye  Aurora  doth  falue. 
With  fundry  notes  her  forowe  to  "  tranfmuS  •. 

The  fpring  is  thus  defcribed,  renewing  the  buds  or  bloflbms 
of  the  groves,  and  the  flowers  of  the  meadows. 

And  them  whom  winter's  blades  have  fhaken  bare 
With  Ibte  blofomes  freflily  to  rcpare ; 
And  the  meadows  of  many  a  fundry  hewe, 
Tapitid  ben  with  divers  floures  newe 
Of  fundry  motlefs  %  lufty  for  to  fene  j 
And  holfome  balm  is  flied  among  the  grene. 

Frequently  in  thefe  florid  landfcapes  we  find  the  fame  idea 
differently  exprefled.  Yet  this  circumftance,  while  it  wea- 
kened the  defcription,  taught  a  copioufnefs  of  didion,  and 
a  variety  of  poetical  phrafeology.  There  is  great  foftnefs 
and  facility  in  the  following  delineation  of  a  delicious  retreat. 

>  Open.         '^  B.  i.  c.  vi.         '  Change.  *  B.  iii.  c.  xjam.        f  Cotonrs. 

Tyll 
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Tyll  at  the  laft,  amonge  the  bowes  glade^ 
Of  adventure,  I  caught  a  plefaunt  (hade  y 
Ful  fmothe,  and  playn,  and  lufty  for  to  fene,. 
And  fofte  as  velvette  was  the  yongc  grene : 
Where  from  my  hors  I  did  alight  as  faft. 
And  on  a  bowe  aloft  his  reyne  caft. 
So  faynte  and  mate  of  weryneffe  I  was. 
That  I  me  layd  adowne  upon  the  gras. 
Upon  a  brincke,  fhortly  for  to  telle, 
Befyde  the  river  of  a  criftall  welle  ^ 
And  the  water,  as  I  reherfe  can. 
Like  quicke-fylver  in  his  ftreames  yran. 
Of  which  the  gravell  and  the  bryghte  ftone^ 
As  any  golde,  agaynft  the  fun  yfhone  ""^ 

The  circumftance  of  the  pebbles  and  gravel  of  a  tran- 
fparent  ftream  glittering  againft  the  fun,  which  is  uncom* 
mon,  has  much  of  the  brilliancy  of  the  Italian  poetry.  It 
recalls  to  my  memory  a  paffage  in  Theocritus,  which  ha& 
been  lately  reftored  to  its  priftine  beauty. 

Ev^ov  aBocvvotov  k^olvolv  vito  TiKxaoc^i  ^^^^y 
T(Ja7i  7rf7rA>}^ifay  axn^xlcj)*  at  ^  vnevep^ev^ 
AaAAai  ;f^uraAAw  >j^  «^f w  ^vJaAAoWa 
E)c  iSuOa.      —     — 

T*hey  found  a  perpetual  fprtng^  under  a  high  rocky 
Filled  with  pure  water  :  but  underneath 
The  pebbles  fparkled  as  with  cryftal  and  filver 
From  the  bottom  \     —     — 

There  is  much  elegance  of  fentiment  and  expreffion  in: 
the  portrait  of  Crefeide  weeping  when  fhe  parts  with  Troilus. 

4  B.  ii  cap.  u*  '  A»o(mv{.  Idyll,  jodi.  v.  37. 

An<ti 
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And  from  her  eyn  the  teare's  round  drops  tryll^  ^ 

That  al  fordcwed  have  her  blacke  wede ; 

And  eke  untruffd  her  haire  abrode  gan  fprede, 

Lyke  golden  wyre,  forrent  and  alto  torn.— 

And  over  this,  her  freftie  and  rofey  hewe, 

Whylom  ymeynt  *  with  white  lylyes  newe, 

Wy th  wofiill  wepyng  pyteoufly  difteynd ; 

And  lyke  the  herbes  in  April  all  bereynd. 

Or  floures  frefhe  with  the  dewes  fwete, 

Ryght  fo  her  chekes  moyfte  were  and  wete  *. 

The  following  verfes  are  worthy  of  attention  in  another 
ftyle  of  writing,  and  have  great  ftrength  and  fpirit.  A 
knight  brings  a  fteed  to  Heftor  in  the  midft  of  the  battle. 

And  brought  to  Heftor,     Sothly  there  he  ftoode 
Among  the  Grekes,  al  bathed  in  their  bloode  : 
The  which  in  hafte  ful  knightly  he  beftrode, 
And  them  amonge  like  Mars  himfelfe  he  rode '. 

The  ftrokes  on  the  helmets  are  thus  expreffed,  ftriking  fire 
amid  the  plumes. 

But  ftrokys  felle,  that  men  might  herden  rynge. 
On  baffenetts,  the  fieldes  rounde  aboute. 
So  cruelly,  that  the  fyre  fprange  oute 
Amonge  the  tuftes  brode,  bright  and  (bene, 
r  Of  foyle  of  golde,  of  fethers  white  and  grene  ''. 

The  touches  of  feudal  manners,  which  our  author  affords, 
^^  are  innumerable  :  for  the  Trojan  ftory,  and  with  no  great  dif- 
^♦  ficulty,  is  here  entirely  accommodated  to  the  ideas  of  romance. 

Hardly  any  adventure  of  the  champions  of  the  round  table 


•  Mingled.  And  aye  (he  rente  with  her  fingers  fmale 

*  B.  iii.  c.  XXV,     So  again  of  Polyxena,       Her  golden  heyre  upon  her  blacke  wede» 
B.  iv.  c.  XXX.  "  B.  iii.  c.  xxii. 

*"  B.  ii.  c.  xviii, 

was 
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wa»  more  chimerical  and  unmeaning  than  this  of  our 
Grecian  chiefs :  and  the  caufe  of  their  expedition  to  Troy 
wa$  quite  in  the  fpirit  of  chivalry,  as  it  was  occafioned  by 
a  lady.  When  Jafbn  arrives  at  Cholcos>  he  is  entertained 
by  king  Oetes  in  a  Gothic  caftle,  Amadis  or  Lancelot  were 
never  conducted  to  their  fairy  chambers  with  more  ceremony 
and  folemnity.  He  is  led  through  many  a  hall  and  many  a 
tower^  by  many  a  ftair,  to  a  fumptuous  apartment,  whofe 
walls,  richly  painted  with  the  hiflories  of  antient  heroes,  glit^ 
tered  with  gold  and  azure. 

Through  many  a  halle»  and  many  a  riche  toure^ 
By  many  a  toume,  and  many  divers  waye> 
By  many  a  gree  ""  ymade  of  marbyll  graye«^— 
And  m  his  chambre*,  englofed  ^  bright  and  deare^ 
That  fhone  ful  fhene  with  gold  and  with  alure^ 
Of  many  image  that  ther  was  in  picture. 
He  hath  cofnmaunded  to  his  ofFycers, 
Only'  in  honour  of  them  that  wereilraungersi 
Spyces  and  wyne  *.    —    — 

The  fiege  of  Troy,  the  grand  obje6l  of  the  poem,  is  not 
condu6ted  according  to  the  claflical  art  of  war.  All  thft 
military  machines,  invented  and  ufed  in  the  crulades,  are 
affembled  to  demolifh  the  bulwarks  of  that  city,  with  the 
addition  of  great  guns.  Among  other  implements  of  de- 
llrudtion  borrowed  from  the  holy  war,  the  Greek  fire,  firft 
difcovered  at  Conftantinople,  with  which  the  Saracens  To 
greatly  annoyed  the  Chriftian  armies,  is  thrown  from  the 
walls  of  the  befieged  *. 

»  Greece.  Degree.   Step.   Stair.  GraJus.  *  B.  i.  c.  v.    Scc  Coloona,  Signat.  b, 

y  pabted.     6r  r.  Englafcd,     Skdton'.  .  g  ^  ^  ^^    ^  ^       ^^j  . 

CROWNEOPLAWRELL,p.24.edit.i736.  j^  Caxton'f  Tr^iy-Boox.     Hemiles  it 

Wher  the  poflis  wer  enbulioned  with  fa-  faid  to  make  the  fin  artificiall  a»  well  at 

phir's  indy  blewc  Cacus,  &c.  iL  24. 
l«f^/a>/ glitceringe,  &c« 

Voi.  II.  N  Nor 
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Nor  arc  we  only  prefented  in  this  piece  with  the  habits  of 
feudal  life,  and  the  praftices  of  chivalry.     The  poem  is  en- 
riched with  a  multitude  of  oriental  fi6lions,    and*  Arabian 
traditions.     Medea  gives  to  Jafon,  when  he  is  going  to  com- 
bat the  brazen  bulls,  and  to  lull  the  dragon  who  guarded 
the  golden  fleece  afleep,  a  marvellous  ringj  in  which  was  a 
gem  whbfe  virtue  could  deftroy  the  efficacy  of  poifon,  and 
render  the  wearer  invifible.     It  was  the  fame  fort  of  pre- 
cious ftone,   adds  our  author,  which  Virgil  celebrates,  and 
which  Venus  fent  her  fon  Eneas  that  he  might  enter  Car- 
thage unfeen.     Another  of  Medea's  prcfents  to   Jafon,    to 
affift  him  in  this  perilous  atchievement,  is  a  filver  image, 
or  talifman,  which  defeated  all  the  powers  of  incantation, 
and  was  framed  according  to  principles  of  aftronomy  *".   The 
hall  of  king  Priani  is  illuminated  at  night  by  a  prodigious 
carbuncle,  placed  among  faphires,   rubies,   and  pearls,    on 
the  crown  of  a  golden  ftatue  of  Jupiter,  fifteen  cubits  high^ 
In  the  court  of  the  palace,    was  a  tree  made  by  magic, 
whofe  trunk  was  twelve  cubits  high ;  the  branches,  which 
overfhadowed  diftant  plains,  were  alternately  of  folid  gold 
and  filver,   blofibmed  with  gems   of  various  hues,    which 
were  renewed  every  day '.    Moft  of  thefe  extravagancies,  and 
a  thbufand  more,  are  in  Guido  de  Colonna,  who  lived  when 
this  mode  of  fabling  was  at  its  height.     But  in  the  fourth 
took.  Dares  *  Phrigius  is  particularly  cited  for  a  defcription 
of  Priam*s  palace,  which  feemed  to  be  founded  by  fayrie, 
or  enchantment ;  and  was  paved  with  cryftal,  built  of  dia- 
monds,   faphires,    and  emeralds,    and   fupported   by   ivory 
pillars,    fiirmounted  with   golden   images  ^     This   is  not, 
however;  in  Dares.     The  warriors  who  came  to  the  affiftance 
of  the  Trojans,   afford  an  ample  field  for  invention.     One 
of  them  belongs  to  a  region  of  forefts  5  amid  the  gloom  of 
which  wander  many  monftrous  beafts,    not  real,  but  ap« 

^  Ibid.  *  B.  ii.  c.  zi.  '  B.  iL  c.  xi.  '  Cap.  xxvi. 

pearanccs 
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pearances  or  illufive  images,  formed  by  the  Receptions  of 
necromancy,,  to  terrify  the  travellers  King  Epiftrophus 
brings  from  the  land  beyond  the  Amazons,  a  thoufand 
knights ;  among  which  is  a  terrible  archer,  half  man  and 
half  beaft,  who  neighs  like  a  horfe,  whofe  eyes  fparkle  like 
a  furnace,  and  ftrike  dead  like  lightening  ^.  This  is  Shake^ 
fpeare's  dreadful  sagittary  *.  The  Trojan  horfe,  in  the 
genuine  fpirit  of  Arabian  philofophy,  is  formed  of  brafs  ^ ; 
of  fuch  immenfe  (ize,  as  to  contain  a  thoufand  foldiers. 

Colonna,  I  believe,  gave  the  Trojan  Q:ory  its  romantic 
additions.  It  had  long  before  been  falfified  by  Diftys  and 
Dares  s  but  thofe  writers,  mifreprefenting  or  enlarging 
Homer,  only  invented  plain  and  credible  fafts.  They  were 
the  bafis  of  Colonna :  whofirft  filled  the  faint  outlines  of  their 
fjibulous  hiftory  with  the  colourings  of  eaftem  fancy,  and 
adorned  their  fcanty  forgeries  with  the  gorgeous  trappings  of 
Gothic  chivalry.  Or,  as  our  author  expreffes  himfelf  in  his 
Prologue,  fpealung  of  Colonna's  improvements  on  his  originals. 

For  he  eniumineth,  bycrafte  and  cadence, 
This  noble  ftory  with  many  a  freshe  colour^ 
Of  rhetorike,  and  many  a  ryche  floure 
Of  eloquence,  to  make  it  found  the  bett  '• 

Cloathed  with  thefe  new  inventions,  this  favourite  talc 
defcended  to  later  times.  Yet  it  appears,  not  only  with 
thefe,  but  with  an  infinite  variety  of  other  embellifli- 
ments,  not  fabricated  by  the  fertile  genius  of  Colonna,  but 

«  B.  ii.  c.  xvHi.  heroes  [B.  ii.  c.  xv.]  is  from  Dares  through 

^  So  defcribed  by  Colonnaj  Signat.  n  Colonna,  Daret.  Hift.  c.  xii.  p.  1 56.  feq. 
4.  fea.  ^  In  Didlys  *<  tabulatis  cxtruitur  ligficis." 

*  Ibid.     And  B.  iii.  c.  xxiv.-    The  Sa-  lib.  v.  c.  x.  p.  113.     In  Gower  he  is  alfb 

gittary  is  not  in  Di6lys  or  Dares.    In  whom  a  horj  0/  brajjt,     Conf.  Amant.  lib.  i.  fol. 

alfo,  thefe  warriors  are  but  barely  named,  xiiii.  a.  col.  i.    From  Colonna,  Signat.  t 

imd  are  much  fewer  in  number.     See  Dar.  4.   Hera  alfo  are  Shakefpeare's  fabulous 

cap.  xviii.  p.  161.  Didl.  lib.  ii.  cap.  xxxv.  names  of  the  gates  of  Troy.    Signat,  4 

65 1 .    The  dcfcription  of  the  perfbns  of  4.  feq. 
ekn,   and  of  the  Trojan  and  Grecian  *  Ettur^ 

N  2  adopted 
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adopted  froin  French  enlargements  of  Colonna,  and  incorpo* 
rated  from  romances  oft  other  fubjefts,  m  the  French  Re- 
cuYEL  OF  Troy,  written  by  a  French  eccleiiaflici  Rauol  Ic 
Feure,  about  the  year  1464,  and  tranflated  by  Caxton*. 

The  defcription  of  the  city  of  Troy,  as  newly  built  by 
king  Priam,  is  extremely  curious ;  not  for  the  capricious 
incredibilities  and  abfurd  inconfiflrencies  which  it  exhibits  * 
but  becaufe  it  conveys  anecdotes  of  antient  architefture,  and 
jtfpecially  of  that  florid  and  improved  fpecies,  which  began  to 
grow  fafhionable  in  Lydgate's  age.  Although  much  of  this 
is  in  Cdionna.  He  avoids  to  defcribe  it  geometrically,  haying 
never  read  Euclid.    He  fays  that  Priam  procured, 

Eche  carver,  and  curious  joyner. 


To  make  knottes  with  many  a  queint  floure 
To  &tte  on  creftes  within  and  eke  without. — 

That  he  fent  for  fuch  as  could  ^*  grave,  groupe,  or  carve, 
••  were  fotyll  in  their  fantafye,  good  devyfours,  marveylous 
«•  of  caftinge,  who  could  raife  a  wall  with  batayling  and 
*•  creftes  marciall,  every  imageour  in  entayle ",  and  every 
"  portreyour  who  could  paynt  the  work  with  frefli  hewes, 

who  could  pullifh  alabafter,  and  make  an  ymage.** 


•c 


And  yf  1  fliulde  reherfen  by  and  by, 
The  corve  knottes  by  craft  of  mafonry  5 

>  As  fbr  iidbttce,  Hercules  havb^  killed  fid  and  trenne  reports  of  this  hiflory  nven 

the  eleven  £nnti  of  Ciemona,  bniUB  over  hf  Dares  PKrigius  and  Didys  Creteniu. 

them  a  vaft  tower,  on  which  he  placed  ">  It  is  three  days  journey  in  leneth  and 

eleven  images  of  metal,  of  the  fize  and  breadth.  The  walls  are  two  hundred  cubits 

figure  of  the  giants.    B.  ii.  c.  24.     Some-  high,   of  marble  and  alabader,  and  ma- 

thmg  like  this,  I  think,  it  in  Amadis  de  chiocolated.     At  every  anele  was  a  crown 

OauL    Robert  Biaham,  id  the  Bpistlb  of  gold,  fet  with  the  richeft  gems.     There 

TO  THE  R£AOBE,  prefixed  to  the  edition  were  great  euns  in  the  towers.     On  each 

^  Lydgate's  TaoT-BooK  of  15^59  is  of  tnrret  were  &nres  of  /avage  and  monilrous 

opinion,   that    the  hkktz  in  the  French  beafts  in  brais.    The  gates  were  of  brafs, 

Recvyel  oug^t  to  be  lankod  with  the  and  each  has  a  portcullis.      The  houfes 

irifding  tales  and    kmrr^ue  lutrirUi  of  were  all  miifisnn^  and  of  marble,   iixty 

RoBYN  HoDB  and  Bevys  of  Ham ptov,  ^cubits  Ugh. 

and  are  not  to  be  compared  wit|i  tkcfifftl*  "  Intaglig* 

The 
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The  frcfti  embowing  •  with  verges  right  as  lyncs^ 
And  the  houfyng  full  of  bachewines. 
The  ryche  coynyng,  the  lufly  tablem^nts^ 
Vinettes  '  running  in  cafements.**^ 
Nor  how  they  put,  inftede  of  mortere. 
In  the  joyntoures,  coper  gilt  ful  clere ; 
To  make  them  joyne  by  levell  and  by  lyne^ 
Among  the  marbell  frefhly  for  to  (hyne 
Agaynft  the  funne,  whan  that  his  ftiene  light 
Smote  on  the  golde  that  was  burned  bright. 

The  fides  of  every  ftreet  were  covered  with  frejbe  alures  * 
of  marble,  or  cloifters,  crowned  with  rich  and  lofty  pin- 
nacles, and  fronted  with  tabernacular  or  open  work ',  vaulted 
like  the  dormitory  of  a  monaftery,  and  called  deambulatories^ 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  citizens  in  all  weathers. 

And  every  houfe  ycovered  was  with  lead  y 

And  many  a  gargoyle,  and  many  a  hideous  head> 

With  fpoutes  thorough,  &c. — 

And  again,  of  Priam's  palace. 

And  the  walles,  within  and  eke  without, 
Endilong  were  with  knottes  graven  clere, 
Depeynt  with  afure,  golde,  cinoplc'>  and  grene. — 
And  al  the  wyndowes  and  eche  reneftrall 
Wrought  were  with  beryll  and  of  clere  cryftalL 


tioos  the   ladies   (landine;    **  upe  [upon} 
•*  the  ulurs  of  the  caftlc,    to  fee  a  touma- 


•  Arching. 

'  Vignettes. 

^  Allies,  or  covert-ways.    Lat.  Alura*,  mcnt.  Sec  fupr.  vol.  i,  p.  50.    The  wokI 

viz.  <*  Alura  quae  ducit  a  coquina  con-  Jlura  in  not  in  Du  Cange. 
**  vcntus,    ufquc    ad  cameram  prioris.**  '  Like  the  latticed  flone-work,  or  cav- 

Heame's  Ottbrb.  Pnef.  Append,  p.  cxL  ceUi^  of  a  Gothic  fhrine. 
Where  Heame  derives  it  from  Ala,    a  '  Said  to  have  been  invented  by  Marchion 

wine^orfide.    Rather  from -/^/i^r,  whence  ofArezzo.    Walpole,  Anecd.  PiUNX^i* 

AUee,  Yu  Allty*  Robert  of  Glooce&er  men-  p.  1 1 1 .. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  reality  of  the  laft  circumftancc,  we 
are  told,  that  in  Studley  caftle  in  Shropfliire,  the  windows, 
fo  late  as  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  were  of  beryl  \ 

The  account  of  the  Trojan  theatre  muft  not  be  omitted, 
as  it  difplays  the  imperfeft  ideas  of  the  ftage,  at  leaft  of 
dramatic  exhibition,  which  now  prevailed ;  or  rather,  the 
abfolute  inexiftence  of  this  fort  of  fpe£lacle.  Our  author 
fuppofes,  that  comedies  and  tragedies  were  firft  repreftnted 
at  Troy  *.  He  defines  a  comedy  to  begin  with  complaint  and 
to  end  with  gladnejfe :  exprefling  the  actions  of  thofe  only 
who  live  in  the  loweft  condition.  But  tragedy,  he  informs 
us,  begins  in  profperity,  and  ends  in  adverlity :  fhewing 
the  wonderful  viciflitudes  of  fortune  which  have  happened 
in  the  lives  of  kings  and  mighty  conquerours.  In  the 
theatre  of  Troy,  he  adds,  was  a  pulpit,  in  which  flood  a 
poet,  who  rehearfed  the  noile  dedes  that  were  biftorial  of  hynges^ 
fryncesy  and  worthy  emperours ;  and,  above  all,  related  thofe 
fatal  and  fudden  cataftrophes,  which  they  fometimes  fufFered 
by  murther,  poifon,  confpiracy,  or  other  fecret  and  unfore* 
feen  machinations. 

And  this  was  tolde  and  redde  by  the  poete. 
And  while  that  he  in  the  pulpet  ftode 
With  deadlye  face  all  devoyd  of  blode, 
Syngynge  his  dites  with  treffes  al  to  rent  j 
Amydde  the  theatre,  fhrowded  in  a  tent, 
There  came  out  men,  gaftfuU  of  their  cheres, 
Disfygured  their  faces  with  vyfcrcs, 

« Harrifon's  Descrift.  Brit.     Cap.  fquare.     Armourers,   Bowyers,  Fletchers, 

xii.  p.  1 88.    The  ocxupations  of  the  citi-  makers  of  trappings,  banners,   ftandarda, 

zens  of  Troy  arc  mentioned.     There  were  penons,  and  for  thefieldefrejhe  and  gayt 

goldfmiths,  jewellers,  embroiderers,  wea-  cetours.     I  do  not  precifely  undedbmd 

vers  of  woollen  and  linen,  of  cloth,  of  gold,  the  laft  word.     Perhaps  it  is  a  fort  of  oma- 

damaflc,  fattin,  \A\tx.y  fendeU  or  a  thin  filk  men  ted  armour  for  thie  legs. 
Jike  cyprefs,  and  double  famyte^  or  fatin.  •  All  that  follows  on  tms  fubjc^t,  is  npt 

Smiths,  who  forged  poll-axes,  fpears,  and  in  Colonna. 
fuarrd'btads,  or  crofs-bow  daru  fhaped 

Playing 
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Playing  by  fignes  in  the  people's  fyght 
That  the  poete  fonge  hathe  on  height " : 
So  that  there  was  no  maner  difcourdauncc, 
Atween  his  ditees  and  their  countenaunce. 
For  lyke  as  he  alofte  dyd  expreffe 
Wordes  of  joye  or  of  hevineffe,-— 
So  craftely  they  "  could  them  ""  transfygure  ^. 

It  is  added,  that  thefe  plays,  or  ryfes  of  tragedyes  old^  were 
^6led  at  Troy,  and  in  the  theatre  halowed  and  yholde^  when  the 
months  of  April  and  May  returned. 

In  this  detail  of  the  dramatic  exhibition  which  prevailed 
in  the  ideal  theatre  of  Troy,  a  poet,  placed  on  the  ftage  in 
a  pulpit,  and  charafteriftically  habited,  is  faid  to  have  recited 
a  feries  of  tragical  adventures ;  whofe  pathetic  narrative  was 
afterwards  exprefled,  by  the  dumb  gefticulations  of  a  fet  of 
mafqued  a6lors.     Some  perhaps  may  be  inclined  to  thigk, 
that  this  imperfeft  fpecies  of  theatric  reprefentation,  was 
.  the  rude  drama  of  Lydgate's  age.     But  furely  Lydgate  would 
not  have  defcribed  at  all,  much  lefs  in  a  long  and  laboured 
digreffion,  a  public  fhew,  which  from  its  nature  was  familiar 
and  notorious.     On  the  contrary,  he  defcribes  it  as  a  thing 
obfolete,    and  exifting  only  in  remote  times.     Had  a  more 
perfeft  and  legitimate  ftage  now  fubfifted,  h?  would  not  have 
deviated  from  his  fubjeft,  to  communicate  unneceffary  in- 
formation, and  to  deliver  fuch  minute  definitions  of  tragedy 
and  comedy.     On  the  whole^  this  formal  hiftory  of  a  theatre, 
conveys  nothing  more  than  an  defied  difplay  of  Lydgate's 
learning ;  and  is  collefted,  yet  with  apparent  inaccuracy  and 
confufion  of  circumftances,    from  what  the  antient  gram- 
marians have  left  concerning  the  origin  of  the  Greek  tragedy. 

«  "  That  which  the  poet  fung,  ftandbg  *  Themfelves. 

**  in  the  pulpit/*  >  Lib.  ii.  cap.  x.    See  alfo,  B.  iii.  c. 

^  The  aftow*  xxviii. 

Or 
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Or  perhaps  it  might  be  borrowed  by  our  author  from  fome 
French  paraphraftic  verfion  of  Colonna's  Latin  romance. 

Among  the  antient  authors,  befide  thofe  already  mentioned, 
cited  in  this  poem,  are  Lollius  for  the  hiftory  of  Troy,  Ovid 
for  the  tale  of  Medea  and  Jafon,  Ulyffes  and  Polyphemus, 
the  Myrmidons  and  other  ftories.  Statins  for  Polynices  and 
Eteocles,  the  venerable  Bede,  Fulgentius  the  mythologift, 
Juftinian  with  whofe  inftitutes  Colonna  as  a  civilian  mud 
have  been  well  acquainted,  Pliny,  tod  Jacobus  de  Vitriaco. 
The  laft  is  produced  to  prove,  that  Philometer,  a  famous  philo- 
fopher,  invented  the  game  of  chefs,  to  divert  a  tyrant  from  h'ls 
cruel  purpofes,  in  Chaldea ;  and  that  from  thence  it  was  im<- 
ported  into  Greece.  But  Colonna,  or  rather  Lydgate,  is  of  a 
different  opinion ;  and  contends,  in  oppofition  to  his  authority, 
that  this  gzmt^fofotyllandfi  marvayhus^  was  difcovered  by/mr^ 
iient  clerkes  during  the  ficge  of  Troy,  and  firft  practiced  in 
tijat  city.  Jacobus  de  Vitriaco  was  a  canon  regular  at  Paris, 
and,  among  other  dignities  in  the  church,  bifhop  of  Ptole- 
mais  in  Paleftine,  about  the  year  1230.  This  tradition  of 
the  invention  of  chefs  is  mentioned  by  Jacobus  de  Vitriaco 
in  his  Oriental  and  Occidental  -History  *.  The  anec- 
dote of  Philometer  is,  I  think,  in  Egidius  Romanus  on  this 
fubje6}:,  above-mentioned.  Chaucer  calls  Athalus,  that  is 
Attains  Philometer,  the  fame  perfon,  and  who  is  often  men- 
tioned in  Pliny,  the  inventor  of  chefs  \ 

I  muft  not  pafs  over  an  inflance  of  Lydgatc's  gallantry, 
as  it  is  the  gallantry  of  a  monk.  Colonna  takes  all  oppor- 
tunities of  fatirifing  the  fair  fex  >  and  Lydgate  with  great 
politenefs  declares  himfelf  abfolutely  unwilling  to  tranflate 
thofe  paffages  of  this  fevere  raoralift,  which  contain  fuch 
unjuft  and  illiberal  mifreprefentations  of  the  female  cha- 
rafter.  Inftead  of  which,  to  obviate  thefe  injurious  reflec* 
tions,  our  tranflator  enters  upon  a  formal  vindicatifin  of 

f  Colonna  calls  hun,  ilh  PABULaaius  '  In  three  books. 

Sulmonenfis^ — fabuhfi    immntans^     &c.  'PasME,  p.  408.  col.  ^.  edit.  Ujt. 

5jgnat.  b  a. 

the 
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the  ladles }  not  by  a  panegyric  on  their  beauty,  nor  encomiums 
on  thofe  amiable  accompliftiments,  by  which  they  refine  our 
(enfibilities,  and  give  elegance  to  life  5  but  by  a  difplay  of 
that  religious  fortitude  with  which  fome  women  have  fuf- 
fered  martyrdom;  or  of  that  inflexible  chaftity,  by  means 
of  which  others  have  been  fnatched  up  alive  into  heaven,  in 
a  ftate  of  genuine  virginity.  Among  other  ftriking  examples 
which  the  calendar  affords,  he  mentions  the  tranfcend^it 
grace  of  the  eleven  thoufand  virgins  who  were  martyred  at 
Cologne  in  Germany.  In  the  mean  time,  female  faints,  as  I 
fu(pe£t,  in  the  barbarous  ages  were  regarded  with  a  greater 
degree  of  refpeft,  on  account  of  thofe  exaggerated  ideas  of 
gallantry  which  chivalry  infpired :  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  diftinguiihed  honours  paid  to  the  virgin  Mary  might 
have  partly  proceeded  from  this  principle. 

Among  the  anachronifUc  improprieties  which  this  poem 
contains,  fome  of  which  have  been  pointed  out,  the  moft 
confpicuous  is  the  fi6lion  of  Heftor's  fepulchre,  or  tomib : 
which  alfo  merits  our  attention  for  another  reafon,  as  it 
affords  us  an  opportunity  of  adding  fome  other  notices  of 
the  modes  of  antient  architecture  to  thofe  already  men* 
tioned.  The  poet  from  Colonna  fuppofes,  that  He6tor  was 
buried  in  the  principal  church  of  Troy,  near  the  high  ahar^ 
within  a  magnificent  oratory,  erefled  for  that  purpofe, 
exa&ly  refembling  the  Gothic  fhrines  of  our  cathedrals,  yet 
charged  with  many  romantic  decorations. 

With  crafty  archys  rayfyd  wonder  clene, 
Embowed  over  all  the  work  to  cure. 
So  marveylous  was  the  celature : 
That  al  d>e  rofe,  and  clofure  envyrowne. 
Was  of  ^  fyne  gold8  plated  up  and  downc. 
With  knottes  grave  wonder  curyous 
Fret  ful  of  ftony's  rich  and  precious,  &c» 

Vol.  IL  O  The 
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The  ftrufture  is  fupported  by  angels  of  gold.  The  fteps 
arc  of  cryftalL  Within,  is  not  only  an  image  of  Hector  in 
folid  gold ;  but  his  body  embalmed,  and  exhibited  to  view 
with  the  refemblance  of  real  life,  by  means  of  a  precious 
.liquor  circulating  through  every  part  in  golden  tubes  arti- 
ficially difpofed,  and  operating  on  the  principles  of  v^eta- 
tion.  This  is  from  the  chemiftry  of  the  times.  Be/ore  the 
body  were  four  inextinguilhible  lamps  in  golden  fockets. 
To  complete  the  work,  Priam  founds  a  regular  chantry  of 
priefts,  whom  he  acco;nmodates  with  manfions  near  the 
church,  and  endows  with  revenues,  to  fing  in  this  oratory 
for  the  foul  of  his  fon  He6tor\ 

In  the  Bodleian  library,  there  is  a  prodigious  folio  manu- 
script on  vellum,  atranflation  of  Colonna's  Trojan  History 
into  verfe  ^ ;  which  has  been  confounded  with  Lydgate's 
Troye-Boke  now  before  us.  But  it  is  an  entirely  different 
work,  and  is  written  in  the  fhort  minflrel-metre.  I  have 
given  a  fpecimen  of  the  Prologue,  above  *.  It  appears  to  mc 
to  be  Lydgate's  Troye-Boke  divefted  of  the  odave  ftanza, 
and  reduced  into  a  meafure  which  might  more  commodioufly 
be  fung  to  the  harp  ^    It  is  not  likely  that  Lydgate  is  its 


*  B.  iii.  c.  xxviii.  Jofeph  of  Exeter  in  aothority  for  fappofing  it  to  be  written  hj 
Us  Latin  poem  entitled  Antiocheis,  or  Lydeate,  than  tnat,  in  the  beginning  c^ 
the  Crusade,  has  borrowed  from  this  the  Bodleian  manafcripc  now  before  us»  a 
lomb  of  Hedor,  in  his  brilliant  defcription  hand-w^ting,  of  about  the  reign  of  James 
of  the  maufoleum  of  Teuthras.  lib.  iv.  45 1 .  the  firft*  affigns  it  to  that  poet.  I  will  give 
I  have  quoted  the  paffage  in  the  Second  a  few  lines  from  the  poemitfelf:  which 
Dissertation.  Signat.  i.  begins  with  Jafon's  expedition  to  Cholcos, 

^  MSS.  Land.  K.  76.  fol.  the  conftant  prftludeito  the  Trojan  ftory  in 

*  Sapr.  vol.  i.  p.  119.  120.  all  the  writers  of  this  fchool. 

*  It  may,  however,    be  thought,    that  In  Cofkos  ile  a  cite  was, 

this  poem  is  rather  a  tranflation  or  imita-  That  men  called  hanne  Jaconitas  ; 

tion  of  fome  French  originali  as  the  writer  F£ur,  and  mekel**,  -large,  and  long, 

often  refers  to  The  Romance,     If  this  be  Wixh  walks  huge  and  x^Midir  ftrong, 

the  cafe,  it  is  not  immediately  formed  from  Ffiil  of  tonnes,  and  hcye  paleis, 

the  Troye-boke  of  Lydgate,  as  I  have  Off  rich  knyztcs,  andburgq^: 

fuggefted  in  the  text.     I  Mieve  it  to  be  A  kyng  that  tymc  hete  f  Eetcs 

about  Lydgate's  age ;  but  there  is  no  other  Gouerned  than  that  lond  in  pes^y 

With 

•  Great.                    .      t  ^i*'i  named,                          t  ^^*f^' 
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author:  that  he  fhould  either  thus  transforni  his  own  coin- 
poiition,  or  write  a  new  piece  on  the  fubjeft.  That  it  was; 
^  poem  in  feme  confiderabie  eftimation,  appears  from  ther 
ilze  and  fplendour  of  the  manufcript ;  and  this  circumftancc 


Wxi!h  hisbarom^e,  and  his  mtyni,' 
Dwelleden  thtnim  in  that-  dte :   • 
Ffor  al  aboute  that  ricHe  touii 
Stode  wodes,  and  parkis»  iUviitHin, 
That  were  repknyiched  wonderftil 
Of  herte,  aoQ  hynd,  bore»  and  bul, 
And  othir  many  favaee  beitis. 
Betwixt  that  wode  and  that  fbreftb. 
Ther  was  large  contray  and  playnt 
Fiaif  e  wodesy  and  champayn 
Ffbl  of  femely-rennyng  welles, 
As  the  EOMAUNCE  the  fothe  ||  tellei, 
Withoate  the  dte  that  ther  fprong. 
Ther  was  of  briddes  michel  fone» 
Thorow  al  the  zer  i  and  michel  cry» 
Of  al  joyes  gret  melody. 
To  diat  dte  [of]  Eetes 
Zode  *  Jafon  and  Hercules, 
And  al  the  ffelawes  that  he  hadde 
Indotheof  golde  as  kyngeshe  dadde,  8cc. 

Afterwards,  the  (brcerefs  Medea,  the  king's 
daughter,  is  thus  diara^terifed. 

Sdie  couthe  the  fcience  of  clergy* 
And  mochel  of  nigramauncy.— - 
Sche  coude  with  conjurifouas. 
With  here  fchleyght  f,  and  orefonns. 
The  day,  that  was  moft  fair  and  lyght. 
Make  as  darke  as  any  nyght : 
Sche  couthe  alfo^  in  fdcouthe  wife. 
Make  the  w^de  both  blowe  and  liic. 
And  make  him  fo  loude  blowe. 
At  it  fchold  howies  overthrowe. 
Sdie  couth  tume,  verament, 
AU  weders  X»  and  the  firmament,  &c. 

The  reader,  in  tome  of  thefe  lines,  ob- 
ferves  the  appeal  to  The  romamte  for  au- 
thority. Thi»  is  common  throughoat  the 
poem,  as  I  havt  hinted.    But  at  the  dofe. 


the  poet  wiflies  eternal  falvadon  to  the  foul 
of  die  author  of  the  Rcmaunce. 

And  he  that  this  romaunce  wroght  and  made. 
Lord  in  heven  thow  him  glade. 

If  this  piece  is  tranflated  from  a  French 
romance,  it  is  not  from  the  antient  metriod 
one  of  Benoit,  to  whom,  I  believe,  Cdonna 
is  much  indebted ;  but  perhaps  from  foma 
later  French  romance,  whioi  copied,  or 
tranflated,  Colonna's  book.  This,  among 
other  drcumftances,  we  may  colled  ^oia. 
thefe  lines. 

Dares  the  herand  of  Troye  fays. 
And  Dites  that  was  of  the  Gregeis,  kc. 
And  after  him  comedi  masjiir  ur. 
That  was  of  Rome  a  notary. 

This  maifiir  Gj,  or  Guy,  that  is  Goido  of 
Colonna,  he  adds,  wiote  this  hiftory. 

In  the  manere  1  fchall  telle. 

That  is  *«  my  author,  or  romance,  follows 
«*  Colonna."  [See  fapr.vol.  i.  p.  127.] 
Dares  the  heraud  is  Dares  Phrygius,  and 
Dites  Didlys  Cretenfis. 

This  poem,  in  the  Bodleian  manufcript 
afbrefaid,  is  finiihed,  as  I  have  partly  00- 
ferved,  with  an  invocation  to  god,  to  (are 
the  author,  and  the  readers,  or  hearers; 
and  ends  with  this  line, 

Seythe  alle  Amen  for  charite. 

But  this  rubric  immediately  follows,  at  the 
beginning  of  a  page.  ««  Hie  helium  de  Tr§ji 
«•  Jfinit  et  Greet  traufierunt  nfetfus  patriem 
**jfuam.''  Then  follow feveralUneated pages 
of  vellum,  without  writing.  I  have  never 
Teen  any  other  manufcript  of  this  piece. 


I  Truth. 


5  Yur.  •  Cane.  f  %*^  wt.  J  Wethers, 

O  2  induces 


5ti2256A 


loe 
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indacet  me  to  believe,  that  it  was  at  a  very  early  period 
alcribed  to  Lydgate.  On  the  other  band>  it  is  eitraordinary 
that  die  name  of  the  writer  of  fo  prolix  and  laborious  a 
work,  refpedable  and  confpicuous  at  leaft  on  account  of  lli 
length,  ihould  have  never  tranfpired.  The  language  accords 
uriti^  Lydgate's  age,  and  is  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fixth : 
and  to  the  fame  age  I  refer  the  hand-writing,  which  is  cxe> 
cutiod  with  remaikable  degree  and  beauty. 


«ECT. 
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SECT. 


VL 


TWO  more  poets  remain  to  be  mentioned  under th« 
reign  of  Henry  the  fixth,  if  mere  tranflation  merit 
that  appellation.  Thefe  are  Hugh  Campeden  and  Thomas 
Chefter^ 

The  firft  was  a  great  traveller,  and  tranflated  into  Englifh 
verfe  the  French  romance  of  Sidrac  *.  This  tranflation,  a 
book  of  uncommon  rarity,  was  printed  with  the  following 
title,  at  the  expence  of  Robert  Salt  wood,  a  monk  of  faint 
Auftin's  convent  at  Canterbury,  in  the  year  1510.  "  The^ 
^^  Hiftorie  of  king  Boccus  and  S  ydracke  how  he  confoundyd 
"  his  lemed  men,  and  in  the  fight  of  them  dronke  ftrongc 
**  venyme  in  the  name  of  the  trinite  and  dyd  him  no  hurt. 
**  Alfo  his  divynite  that  he  lemed  of  the  boke  of  Noe. 
^*  Alfo  his  profefyes  that  he  had  by  revelation  of  the  angeL 
**  Alfo  his  aunfweris  to  the  queftyons  of  wyfdom  both 
•*  morall  and  naturall  with  muche  wyfdom  contayned  in 
**  [the]  noumber  ccclxv.  Tranflated  by  Hugo  of  Caum- 
"  peden  out  of  French  into  Englifshe,  &c  \  There  is  no 
fort  of  elegance  in  the  di£tion,  nor  harmony  in  the  verfifi- 
cation.    It  is  in  the  minftrel-metre  *• 


»  Sec  fupr,  vol.  i,  p.  143. 

^  With  a  wooden  cut  of  Bocchii»,  and 
Sidncke.  There  is  a  fine  manufcript  of 
this  tranflation,  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  Land. 


G,  ^y,  pergani( 


Land.  G.  j;7.  Prindpw. 
Men  may  fynde  m  olde  bookes 
Who  Too  yat  in  them  lookes 
That  men  may  mooche  here 
And  yerefbre  yff  yat  yce  woUe  fere 
I  Audi  teche  yoowe  a  lytill  jefle 
That  befell  oonys  in  the  efte 
There  wasa  kynge  that  Bodos  hjrgfat 
And  was  a  man  of  mooche  myght 
His  londe  lay  de  gretelnde 
Bafioiye  hight  hit  ai  we  f^nnde 
After  die  tyme  of  Noee  even 
VUp*  hmindjnt  ftorcy  and  kfot 


The  kvnge  Bochas  hym  be  thought 
That  he  would  have  a  dtee  wrought 
The  rede  Jewes  fro  hym  fpcre 
And  for  tomayntene  his  were 
A  yenfta  kyng  that  was  hys  foo" 
And  hath  mo&  of  Inde  longyng  hym  to§^ 
His  name  was  Garaab  the  kyng 
Bocchus  tho  proved  all  this  thing 
And  finartly  a  towre  begenne  he 
There  he  wolde  make  his  citee 
And  it  vicas  right  at  the  incomyng; 
Of  Garabys  londe  the  kyng 
The  mafons  with  grete  laboure 
Beganne  to  worke  uppon  the  toure 
And  all  that  thisy  wroghten  on  day 
On  night  was  hit  done  away 
On  mom  when  Bochus  hit  herde 
Hce  wu  wroth  that  hit  fo  feide 

Audi 
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Thomas  Cheftre  appears  alfo  to  have  been  a  writer  for  the 
minftrels.  No  anecdote  of  his  life  is  preferved.  He  has 
left  a  poem  entitled  Sir  Launfale,  one  of  Arthur's  knights : 
who  is  celebrated  with  other  champions  in  a  fet  of  French 
metrical  tales  or  romances,  written  by  fome  Armorican  bard^ 
under  the  name  of  Lan  v al  ^.  They  are  in  the  Britiih  Mufeum  *. 


And  dyd  hyt  all  new  begynne 
At  even  whan  thev  fhuldblynne 
Off  worke  when  they  went  to  refle 
.  In  the  night  was  all  downe  hefte 
Well  vii  monthes  this  thei  wrought 
And  in  the  night  avaylid  vt  nought 
Boccus  was  wroth  wonderly 
And  calUd  his  folke  that  was  hym  by 
Coimcellith  me  lordinges  feyde  hee 
Howe  I  may  befte  make  this  dtee 
They  fayde  fir  fendith  a  noon 
Aftir  your  philofophers  everychon 
And  the  aflronomers  of  yoor  londe 
Of  hem  ihall  yee  coonieill  fbnde. 
Afterwards  king  Tradabare  is  requefted  to 
fend 

■  the  booke  ef  aflronomye 

That  whilom  Noe  had  in  baylye, 
together  with  his  aflronomer  Sidracke. 
.   At  the  end. 
And  that  Hugh  of  Campedene 
That  this  boke  hath  thorogh  foght 
And  untoo  Englf^/sh  rymehit  brought 
Sidrake,  who  is  a  chriihan,  at  length  builds 
the  tower  in  N§mint  S.  Trinitatis^  and  he 
teaches  Bocchus,  who  is  an  idolater,  many 
articles  of  true  religion.     The  only  manu- 
fcript  I  have  feen  of   this  tranflation  is 
among  MSS.  Laud.  G.  57.  fol.  nt  fupr. 
^  U  begins  thus. 

Launpal  Milbs. 
Le  douzty  A  r tours  dawes 
That  held  Engelond  in  good  lawe, 
Thcr.fcll  a  wOndyr  cas. 
Of  a  1^  •  that  was  yfcttc. 
That  hyzt  Launfai.  and  hatte  zette. 

Now  herkeneth  how  hyt  wa< ; 
Douzty  ArtDur  fome  whyle 
Sojournede  yn  Kerdenylef, 
Wi|h  joye  and  greet  iolas, 
And.  \ix\yzu  that  wer  profitable. 
With  A^^  of  the  a2i)ude,t§ble. 
Never  noon  better  thrrrW4$. 
Sere  Perfevall,  and  fyr  Gavi^ii, 


Syr  Gyhecdiery  and  fyr  Agrayn* 

And  Lancelot  du  Lake, 

'Syr  Kay»  and  fyr  £wayn» 

That  well  cou^  fyzt  yn  ^yiu 

Bateks  for  to  take. 

Kyng  Ban  Boorty  andkyngBot, 

Of  ham  ther  was  a  greet  £•, 

Men  fawe  tho  no  w&r  H  her  t  make. 

Syr  Galafre,  and  fyr  LAUMFALt, 

Whereof  a  noble  tale 

Amone  us  (hall  a  wake. 

With  Artour  ther  was  a  b«diek>r 
And  hadde  y  be  well  many  a  zo^ 
Lau N p  AL  ror  foot  S  be  hyzt. 
He  gaf  ^ftet  laigelydie 
Gold  and  fylver  and  ctotiies  ryche. 
To  fquyer  and  to  knyzt. 
For  hys  largefle  and  hys  bounty 
The  kinges  fteward  made  was  he 
Ten  yer  1  you  plyst« 
Of  alk  the  knystiet  of  <he  taUe  ronde 
So  large  there  was  noon  y  founde. 
Be  days  ne  be  nyzt. 

So  hyt  befyllyn  the  tenth  zere 
Marlyn  was  Artours  counfalare. 
He  radde  him  for  to  wende 
To  kyng  Ryon  of  Irlokid  rytt. 
And  hm  hym  ther  a  lady  bryzt 
GwenerehYsdoughterhende,  &C 
In  the  conclonon. 

Thomas  Chestbr  madethystde    - 
Of  the  noble  knyzt  fyr  LannUc 
Good  of  chyvalrye : 
Jefus  that  ys  hevene  kyng 
Zeve  us  all  hys  bleffyng 
And  hys  moder  Marye. 

Explicit  Launp alb. 
Never  printed.  MSS.  Cotton.  Calig.  A. 
2.  U  33.    I  am  obliged  to  dodor  Percy  for 
this  tnmfcript.    It  was  afterwarda  altered 
into  the  romance  of  fir  Laiibwbll. 
I  MSS.  Harl.978.  lis.    fol.  L  154. 
*^  £n  Bretaiat  Tapdent  Lauhval.'* 
(fee  aaoee  at  the  b^^naing  of  Diis.  jU 


Lkff. 


f  Or,  KerdcTyk.  f.  Cacriinc. 


jiThcr. 


}  Match.  SSolk 
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I  think  I  have  feen  fome  evidence  to  prove,  that  Cheftre 
was  alfo  the  author  of  the  metrical  romance  called  the  Eri^e 
OF  Tholouse  ".  This  is  one  of  the  romances  called  Lais  by 
the  poets  of  Britany,  or  Armorica :  as  appears  from  thefe 
lines, 

In  romance  this  geft 

A  Ley  "  of  Britayn  callydl  wys,  &a 

And  that  it  is  a  tranflation,  appears  from  the  reference  to 
an  original,  "  The  Romans  telleth  fo/'  I  will  however  give 
the  outlines  of  the  ftory,  which  is  not  uninterefting,,  nor 
inartificially  conftrufted. 

Dioclefian,  a  powerful  emperour  in  Germany,  has  a 
rupture  with  Barnard  earl  of  Tholoufe,  concerning  boun- 
daries of  territory.  Contrary  to  the  repeated  perfuafions  of 
the  emprefs,  who  is  extremely  beautiful,  and  famous  for 
her  conjugal  fidelity,  he  meets  the  earl,  with  a  numerous 
army,  in  a  pitched  battle,  to  decide  the  quarrel.  The  earl 
is  viftorious,  and  carries  home  a  great  multitude  of  pri- 
foners,  the  moft  refpeftable  of  which  is  fir  Tralabaa  of 
Turky,  whom  he  treats  as  his  companion.  In  the  midft  of 
their  feftivkies  they  talk  of  the  beauties  of  the  emprefs  ;  the 
carl's  curiofity  is  inflamed  to  fee  fo  matchlefs  a  lady,  and  he 
promifes  liberty  to  fir  Tralabas,  if  he  can  be  conduced  un- 
known to  the  emperour's  court,  and  obtain  a  fight  of  her 
without  difcovery.  They  both  fet  forward,  the  earl  dif- 
guifed  like  a  hermit.  When  they  arrive  at  the  emperour's 
court,  fir  Tralabas  proves  falfe :  treacheroufly  imparts  the 
fecret  to  the  emprefs  that  he  has  brought  with  him  the  earl 


"  Never  printed.  MSS.  Afhinoli  Oxon.  Far  in  unkoathe  lade, 

45.  4to.  [6926.]  AndMSS.  Mmv.Camb.  Howe  a  lady  had grete  myfchefe,  &c. 
27.  Princip, 

Jefu  Crift  in  trinite,  "  Perhaps   ley  in  the  fourth  line  of  fir 

Only  god  in  perfons  thre,  &c.  Launpal  may  mean  Lay  in  this  fenfe. 

Lefefrendytl  (hallyoatdle  See  note  at  the  beginning  of  the  First 

Of  a  tak  thatfi)iiicr)rme  bcfeU  Dissertation. 

of 
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of  Thokmfe  inSSjpnSt,  who  is  eoamoared  of  her  cddnted 
beautjr ;  and  prapafn  to  take  advantage  of  lb  fair  an  oppor* 
tunitjr  of  killing  the  emperoor's  great  and  arowed  enemf. 
She  rejedf  the  propofal  with  indignation^  injoyns  the  knight 
not  to  communicate  the  fecret  any  farther,  and  defiies  to  tec 
the  earl  next  day  in  the  chapel  at  mafii .  The  next  day  the  earl 
in  his  hermit's  weeds  b  conveniently  placed  at  mafs.  At  lear* 
ing  the  chapel,  he  a(ks  an  alms  of  the  emprefs ;  and  (he  gives 
him  forty  florins  and  a  ring.  He  recdves  the  prefent  of  the 
ring  with  the  higheft  (atisfaftion,  and  although  obliged  to 
return  home,  in  pcnnt  of  prudence,  and  to  avoid  detection, 
comforts  himielf  with  ttus  refle£iion. 

Well  is  me,  I  have  thy  grace^ 
Of  the  to  have  thys  thyng ! 
If  ever  I  have  grace  of  the. 
That  any  lave  bftweene  us  be^ 
This  may  be  a  Tokenvng. 

He  then  returns  home.  The  emperour  is  called  into  fbme 
diftant  country ;  and  leaves  his  confort  in  the  cuftody  of 
two  knights,  who  attempting  to  gain  her  love  without  fuc- 
cefs,  contrive  a  ftratagem  to  defame  her  chaftity.,  She  is 
thrown  into  prifon,  and  the  emperour  returns  unexpe^edly  % 
in  confequence  of  a  vifion.  The  tale  of  the  two  treacherous 
knights  is  believed,  and  (he  is  fentenced  to  the  flames :  yet 
under  the  reftriflion,  that  if  a  champion  can  be  found  who 
ihall  foil  the  two  knights  in  battle,  her  honour  fliall  be 
cleared,  and  her  life  faved.    A  challenge  is  publiflied  in  all 

*  The  tinpt roar*f  diftppointmeat  if  thui  How  ftryi  that  bfid  ^  bryght  f 

dcfcrilMd.  The  traytort  anfweryd  tnon. 

Anon  to  tho  chamber  went  he.  And  ye  wift  how  (he  had  done,  Sec<"»> 

He  longyd  fore  hb  wyf  to  fe.  The  yonge  knyght  fir  Artoor, 

That  wai  fo  fwett  a  wvght :  That  was  her  hervour,  kc 

He  callyd  tbeym  that  ftuude  her  kepe»  For  bale  hit  armys  abrodc  lie  fiirede, 

WhmlimywifiiflieoalUpci  AikHeUislWooMonhiibed. 

parts 
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parts  of  the  world ;  and  the  earl  of  Tholoufe,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  animofities  which  ftill  fubfifl  between  him  and  the 
cmperour,  privately  undertakes  her  quarrel.  He  appears  at 
the  emperour's  court  in  the  habit  of  a  monk,  and  obtains 
permiffion  to  aft  as  confeffor  to  the  emprefs,  in  her  prefent 
critical  fituation.  In  the  courfe  of  the  confeffion,  {he  pro- 
tefts  that  ftie  was  always  true  to  the  emperbur  -,  yet  owns 
that  onct  Jhe  gave  a  ring  to  the  earl  of  "tholoufe.  The  fuppofed 
confeffor  pronounces  her  innocent  of  ^he  charge  brought 
againft  her  $  on  which  one  of  the  traiterous  knights  affirms, 
that  the  monk  was  fuborned  to  publifh  this  confeffion,  and 
that  he  deferved  to  be  confumed  in  the  fame  fire  which  was 
prepared  for  the  lady.  The  monk  pretending  that  the 
honour  of  his  religion  and  charafter  was  affefted  by  this 
infinuation,  challenges  both  the  knights  to  combat :  they  are 
conquered;  and  the  emprefs,  after  this  trial,  is  declared 
innocent.  He  then  openly  difcovcrs  himfelf  to  be  the  earl 
of  Tholoufe,  the  emperour's  antient  enemy.  A  folemn  re- 
conciliation enfues.  The  earl  is  appointed  fenefchal  of  the 
emperour's  domain.  The  emperour  lives  only  three  years, 
and  the  earl  is  married  to  the  emprefs. 

In  the  execution  of  this  performance,  our  author  was 
obliged  to  be  concife,  as  the  poem  was  intended  to  be  fung  to 
the  harp.  Yet,  when  he  breaks  through  this  reftraint,  in- 
ftead  of  dwelling  on  fome  of  the  beautiful  fituations  which 
the  ftory  affords,  he  is  diffufe  in  difplaying  trivial  and  un« 
important  circumftances.  Thefe  popular  poets  are  never 
fo  happy,  as  when  they  are  defcribing  a  battle  or  a  feaft. 

It  will  not  perhaps  be  deemed  impertinent  to  obferve, 
that  about  this  period  the  minftrels  were  often  more  amply 
paid  than  the  clergy.  In  this  age,  as  in  more  enlightened 
times,  the  people  loved  better  to  be  pleafed  than  inftrufted. 
During  many  of  the  years  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fixth, 
particularly  in  the  year  1430,  at  the  annual  feaft  of  the 
fraternity  of  the  Holie  Ckosse  at  Abingdon,  a  town  in 
•  V0I.IL  P  Berkihire, 
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Bcrkfliire,  twelve  priefts  each  received  four  pence  for  fing.. 
ing  a  dirge:  and  the  fame  number  of  minftrels  were  re^ 
warded  each  with  two  (hillings  and  four  pence,  befide  diet 
and  horfe-meat.     Some  of  thefe  minftrels  ctme  only  from 
Maydenhithe,  or  Maidenhead,  a  town  at  no  great  diftance 
in  the  fame  county  ^     In  the  year  1441,  eight  priefts  were 
hired  from  Coventry  to   aflift  in  celehrating  a  yearly  obit 
in  the  church  of  the  neighbouring  priory  ai  Maxtoke ;  as 
were  fix  mtnftrels,  called  mimi,  belonging  to  the  family  of 
lord  CHnton,  who  lived  in  the  adjoining  caflle  of  Maxtoke, 
to  fing,    harp,    and  play,  in  the  hall  of  the  monaftery, 
during  the  extraordinary  refection  allowed  co  the  monks  on 
th?it  annivarfary.    Two  fhillings  were  given  to  the  priefts, 
and  four  to  the  minflreis  ^ :  and  the  latter  are  faid  to  have 
(lipped  in  camera  piSia^  or  the  painted  chamber  of  the  con^ 
vent,  with  the  fubprior ',  on  which  occafion  the  chamberlain 
furnifhed  eight  mafTy  tapers  of  wax  *.     That  the  gratuities 
aljowed  to  priefts,  even  if  learned,  for  their  labours,  in  the 
fame  age  of  devotion,  were  extremely  flender,  may  be  col- 
lefted  from  other  expe»ces  of  this  priory*.    In  the  feme 
year,  the  prior  gives  only  fixpence  '  for  a  fermon,    to  « 
DOCTOR  PR-ffiDiCANs,  or  an  itinerant  doftor  in  theology  of 
one  of  the  mendicant  orders,  who  went  about  preaching  to 
the  religious  houfes. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  reign  of  king  Edward  the 
fourth,  who  acceded  tD  the  throne  in  the  year  1461  ^.    But 

f  Hearoc*!  lah.  (^ig.  Sc^fc.  fyfT^n^i^*  ^  ^  I  know  not  whether  it  is  worth  men- 

p.  598»  doiUDg,  that  a  metrical  Diat^gm  hgt^wenf 

"i  £z  Computis  Friorii  Pipprat.  de  Mail-  God  ami  tbi  ftniunt  SouK  belonging  to  the 

lock*  penes  me.     [See  fiipr.  vol.  i.  p.  90.}  preceding  reign»  is  preierved  at  Caius  col- 

<«  Bat.  fex  Mimb  domini  Clvncoii  cantan-  lege,  Cambridge.  Fr.  *'  Our  gradoos  lonl 

^  tibm,  cit)mijiui(ibiM»  et  hvie9Ubas»  im  *'  prince  of  pite."  MSS.  £.  147.6.   With 

««  apla  in  didla  Pietantia,  iiii.  t."  other  pieces  of  the  kiftd.  The  writer,  Wil. 

'   ^  •^  Mimis  cenantibus  Ia  cani^n^  pi6bi  liaaLichfield*  a  do6lpria  theok>gy,  flioD# 

''^  'qfOfk  ^mtifx^  e0d««^  temgom»*'  \tki/tm  mpft  in  profe ;  and  is  faid  to  have  written. 

^ttranJ\  with  his  own  hand,  3083  Engliih  icrmons. 

•  Ex  comp.  Camevarii,  ot  flipc.    ^  £ee  T.  Gafcoign,  (MS.)  DiaioD.  V.  Prje- 

t  &c  Gomp.  fnedid.  dicator.     fie  died  1447.    See  Stow^ 

«  Wordi  alymt  five  Ihillings  of  oor  pre-  Loud,  z^u  j86.   Newcoivt,  L  819* 
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before  I  proceed  in  my  feries,  I  will  employ  the  rcmaindct 
of  this  fe6tion  in  fixing  the  reader's  attention  on  an  im<» 
portant  circumflance,  now  operating  in  its  full  extent,  and 
therefore  purpofely  referved  for  this  period,  which  greatly 
contributed  to  the  improvement  of  our  literature,  and  con* 
fequently  of  our  poetry :  I  mean  the  many  tranflations  of 
Latin  books,  efpecially  claffics,  which  the  French  had  been 
making  for  about  the  two  laft  centuries,  and  were  ftill  con-* 
tinuing  to  make,  into  their  own  language.     In  order  to^  da 
this  more  efFeflually,  I  will  colle6t  into  one  view  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  of  thefe  ver/ions:   not  folicitous  about  thofo 
notices  on  this  fubjefl  which  have  before  occurred  inciden- 
tally s  nor  fcrupulous  about  the  charge  of  anticipation,  which, 
to  prepare  the  reader,  I  (hall  perhaps  incur  by  lengthening 
this  enquiry,   for  the  fake  of  comprehenfion,    beyond  the 
limits  of  the  period  juft  afTigned.     In  the  mean  time  it  may 
be  pertinent  to  premife,  that  from  the  clofe  communication 
which    formerly  fubfiiled    between    England  and  France^ 
manufcript  copies  of  many  of  thefe  tranflations,  elegantly 
written,  and  often  embelliftied  with  the  moft  fplendid  illu- 
minations and  curious  miniatures,    were  prefented  by  the 
tranflators  or  their  patrons  to  the  kings  of  England ;  and 
that  they  accordingly  appear  at  prefent  among  the  royal 
manufcripts  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.    Some  of  thefe,  how-- 
ever,  were  tranfcribed,  if  not  tranflated,  by  command  of  our 
kings ;  and  others  brought  into  England,  and  placed  in  the 
royal  library,  by  John  duke  of  Bedford,  regent  of  France. 

It  is  not  confiftent  with  my  defign,  to  enumerate  the  Latin 

legends,    rituals,   monaftic  rules,   chronicles,  and  hiftoricsd 

parts  of  the  bible,    fuch  as  the  Book  op  Kings  and  the 

^Maccabees,  which  were  looked  upon  as  ftories  of  chivalry*, 

tranflated  by  the  French  before  the  year  1200.    Thefe  foon 

*  Ai  *'  Plufieurs  Battjuks  des  Ro^rs  d'lTrael  en  contxt  let  Philiflieiu  et  Aflyrieni,  ftc** 
Brit.  Mnf.  MSS.  Reg.  19  D.  i.  7. 

P  3  becaiQp 
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became  obfolete :  and  are,  bcfides,  too  deeply  tinftured  with 
the  deplorable  fuperftition  and  barbarity  of  their  age,  to  bear 
a  recital  ^  I  will  therefore  begin  with  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury. In  the  year  12 lo,  Peter  Comeftor's  *Historia  Scho- 
LASTiCA,  a  fort  of  breviary  of  the  old  and  new  teftament, 
accompanied  with  elaborate  expofitions  from  Jofephus  and 
many  pagan  writers,  a  work  compiled  at  Paris  about  the 
year  1175,  and  fo  popular,  as  not  only  t6  be  taught  in 
fchools,  but  even  to  be  publicly  read  in  the  churches  with 
its  gloffes,  was  tranflated  into  French  by  Guiart  des  Moulins, 
a  canon  of  Aire*.  About  the  fame  time,  fome  of  the  old 
tranflations  into  French  made  in  the  eleventh  century  by 
Thibaud  de  Vernon,  canon  of  Rouen,  were  retouched:  and 
the  Latin  legends  of  many  lives  of  faints,  particularly  of 
faint  George,  of  Thomas  a  Beckett,  and  the  martyrdom  of 
faint  Hugh,  a  child  murthered  in  1206  by  a  Jew  at  Lincoln  \ 
were  reduced  into  French  verfe.  Thefe  pieces,  to  which  I 
muft  add  a  metrical  verfion  of  the  bible  from  Genefis  to  He- 
^ekiah,  by  being  written  in  rhyme,  and  eafy  to  be  fung,  foon 
became  popular,  and  produced  the  defired  impreifion  on 
the  minds  of  the  people  \  They  were  foon  followed  by  the 
verfion  of  ^Egidius  de  Regimine  Principum  ^  by  Henri  dc 


y  1  ixmft  however  except  their  Lapi-  There  are  numerous  and  very  fumptnousina* 

^  A I  It  I ,  a  poem  on  predous  ftones,  from  the  nuTcripts  of  this  work  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum* 

Latin  of  Marbodeus;  and  the  Be sti  aire.  One  of  them,  with  exquiiite paintings,  waa 

a  fet  t3f  metrical  fables,   from  the  Latin  ordered  to  be  luritten  by  Edward  the  fourth 

Efqp.    Thefe  however  ought  to  be  looked  at  Bruges,    1470.     MSS.  Reg.  15  D.  i. 

upon  as  efforts  of  their  early  poetry,  rather  Another  is  written  in  1382.     Ibid.   19. 

than  trtnfladons.  B«  xvii. 

*Or  Li  Mangiur,  becaafe  he  ievourtd  ^  See  Chaucer,  Prior sa.  T.  p.   144. 

die  fcriptores.  col.  2.  v.  3193. 

*  The  French  was  firft  pnblifhed,  with-  "^  It  is  rather  befide  my  pnrpofe  to  fpeak 

oot  date  or  place^  in  two  tomes.     With  old  .    particularly  of  fome  of  the  divine  Offices 

Wood-cuts.    Voflius  fays  that  the  original  now  made  French,    and  of  the  church* 

was  abridged  i>y  Goalter  Hunte,  an  £ng-  hymns. 

la(h  Carmelite,  about  the  year  1460.  Hift.  '^  See  modo  fupr.  p.  39.  And  MSS.  Reg. 

Lat.  lib.  iiL  c.  9.  p.  197.  edit.  Amft.  1689.  15  £.  vi.  11.     And  ibid.   19  B.  i.     And 

.Ibl.     It  was  tramlated  into  German  rhymes  ibid.  19  A.  xx.     "  Stephanus  Fortis  de* 

jibout  1271.  Sander.  fiibL  Belg.  pag.  285.  <«  ricus  faipfit.  An.  1 395." 

Gauchi. 
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Gauchi,  Dares  Pbrygiu^,  The  Seven  Sages  of  Rome  by 
Hebers%Eutropius^  and  Ariftotle's  Secretum  Segretorum*, 
appeared  about  the  fame  time  in  French.  To  fay  nothing  of 
voluminous  verfions  of  Pandects  and  feudal  Coutumes% 
Michael  de  Harnes  tranflated  Turpin's  Charlemagne  in 
the  year  1207  '.  It  was  into  profe^  in  oppofition  to.  the  prac^ 
tice  which  had  long  prevailed  of  turning  I^tjn  profe  into 
French  rhymes.  This  piece,  in  complianceovith  an  age  ad- 
difted  to  romantic  fiflion,  our  tranflator  undoubtedly  pre- 
ferred to  the  more  rational  and  fober  Latin  hiftorians  of 
Charlemagne  and  of  France,  fuch  as  Gregory  of  Tours,  Frc- 
degaire,  and  Eginhart.  In  the  year  1245,  ^^^  Speculum 
MuNDi,  a  fyftem  of  theology,  the  feven  fciences,  geography, 
and  natural  philofophy  ^,  was  tranflated  at  the  inftance  of 
the  duke  of  Berry  and  Auvergne  *.  Among  the  royal  manu- 
fcripts,  is  a  fort  of  fyftem  of  pious  trails,  partly  of  ritual  offices, 
compiled  in  Latin  by  the  confefTors  of  Philip  in  1 279,  tran- 
flated into  French  "  3  which  tranflation  queen  Ifabel  ordered 
to  be  placed  in  the  church  of  faint  Innocents  at  Paris,  for  the 
aife  of  the  people. 

The  fourteenth  century  was  much  more  fertile  in  French 
tranflation.  The  fpirit  of  devotion,  and  indeed  of  this 
fpecies  of  curiofity,  raifed  by  faint  Louis,  after  a  fliort  in- 
termiflTion,'  rekindled  under  king  John  and  Charles  the  fifth. 
I  pafs  over  the  profe  and  metrical  tranflations  of  the  Latin 
bible  in  the  years  1343,  and  1380,  by  Mace,  and  Raoul  de 

«  Seefupr.  vol.  i.  p.  462.  IknownotwhentheLELivRsRorALL, 

'  He  was  early  tranflated  into  Gttck  at  a  fort  of  manual,  was  made  French.     The 

Conftantinople.  Latin  original  was  compiled  at  the  com- 

«  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  20  B.  iv.  3.  itiand  of  fliilip  le  Bell,  king  of  France,  in 

1^  See  a  French  Justinian,  Sec.  Brit.  1279*    Pref.  to  Caxton's  bngl.  Tranflat. 

Maf.  MSS.  Reg.  20  D.  ix.  2.  3.  A  mana-  1484.  fol. 

fcript  before  1300.  '  See  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  19  A.  ix. 

*  Caxton  printed  a  life  of  Charles  This  verfion  was  tranflated  into  Englift, 

THE  Great,  1485.  and  printed,  by  Caxton,  1480. 

^  One  of  the  moft  eminent  aftronomer»  *»'  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  19  C.  ii. 

Ui  this  work  is  the  poet  Virgil. 

Preflcs, 
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Prcfles.     Under  thofe  reigns,    faint  Auftin,  Caflianus,   and 
Gregory  the  Great ",  were  tranflated  into  French ;  and  they 
arc  the  firft  of  the  fathers  that  appeared  in  a  modem  tongue. 
Skint  Gregory's  Homelies  are  by  an  anonymous  tranflator*. 
His  Dialogues  were  probably  tranflated  by  an  -Englifli  cc« 
clefiaflic ''.     Saint  Auftin's  de  Civitate  Dei  was  tranflated 
by  Raoul  de  Ptefles,  who  a^ed  profefledly  both  as  confeflbr 
and  tranflato^^o^  Charles  the  fifth',  about  the  year  1374. 
During  the  work  he  received  a  yearly  penfion  of  fix  hundred 
livres  from  that  liberal  monarch,  the  firft  founder  of  a  royal 
library  in  France,  at  whofe  command  it  was  undertaken. 
It  is  accompanied  with  a  prolix  commentary,  valuable  only 
at  prefent  as  preferving  anecdotes  of  the  opinions,  manners, 
and  literature,  of  the  writer's  age;  and  from  which  I  am 
tempted  to  give  the  following  fpecimen,  as  it  ftrongly  illuf- 
trates  the  antient  ftate  of  the  French  ftage,  and  demonftrably 
|)roves  that  comedy  and  tragedy  were  now  known  only  by 
tiame  in  France '.    He  obferves,  that  Comedies  are  fo  denomi- 
nated from  a  room  of  entertainment,  or  from  thofe  places, 
in  which  banquets  were  accuftomed  to  be  clofed  with  finging, 
called  in  Greek  Conias  :   that  they  were  like  thofe  jeux  or 
playS)  which  tJie  minftrel,  k  Cbanteuty  exhibits  in  halls  or 
other  public  places,  at  a  feaft :  and  that  they  were  properly 
ftyled   Interludia,    as  being   prefented   between  the  two 
courfes.      Tragedies,    he  adds,   were  fpeftacles,    refembling 
thofe  perfonages  which  at  this  day  we  fee  acting  in  the  Life 

•Sec  Brit.  M«f.  MSS.  Reg.  ij  D.  v.  French  poetefs,  named  Marie  de  France, 

t,  2.  who  tranflated  the  Fables  of  Eibp  mora- 

*  Brit.  Maf.  MSS.  Reg.   ij  D.  r.  i.  lised,  from  Englifh  into  French,  about 

20  D.  V.  the  year  nio.    Bat  this  was  to  gratify  a 

'  It  is  fappofed  that  they  were  rendered  ctm/e  Guiflaume,   with  whom  (he  was  in 

*by  an  En|]ifhmany  or  one  living  in  £ng-  love,  and  who  did  not  perhaps  underftand 

land,  as  mt  tranflator's  name  is  marked  by  Englifh.    See  Faucbetr,  Recueil,  Ixxxiv. 

mi  A.    And  as  there  is  a  payer  in  the  p.  163.  edit.  15S1.  I  know  nothing  of  the 

manufcript  to  faint  Fridefwide,  an  Oxford  fables. 

fmt.    Mem.  Litt.  xvii.  p    735.  410.    It  ^  Brit.  Mof.  MSS.  Reg.  17  F.  iii.  With 

is  very  rare  that  we  find  the  French  tran-  pifbires.     And  14  D*  i. 
flating  from  oi.    Yet  Fauchett  mentions  a  '  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  235. 

and 
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and  Passion  of  a  matyr  *.  This  fhews  that  only  the  xeligiou5 
drama  now  fubfifted  vi  France.  But  to  proceed^  Cadlianus's 
CoLLATioNES  Patrum,  or  the  Conferences,  was  tranflated 
by  John  Goulain,  a  Carmelite  monk,  about  1363.  Two 
tranfiations  of  that  theological  romance  Boethius's  Con- 
solation, (me  by  the  celebrated  Jean  de  Meun,  author  of 
the  Romance  of  the  Rose,  exiftcd  before  the  year  1340; 
Others  of  the  early  Latin  chriftian  writers  were  ordered  ta 
be  turned  into  French  by  queen  Jane»  about  1332-  But 
finding  that  the  archbifhop  of  Rouen,  who  was  commiffioned 
to  execute  this  arduous  tafk>  did  not  underftand  Latin,,  ihc 
employed  a  mendicant  friar.  About  the  iame  period>  and 
under  the  fame  patronage,  the  Legeni>a  aurea,  written  by 
James  de  Vora^e,  archbifhop  of  Genoa,  about  the  year 
1260,  that  inexhauftible  repofitory  of  religious  fable  \  was 
tranflated  by  Jehan  de  Vignay,  a  monk  hofpitalar ".  The 
fame  tranflator  gave  aliR)  a  verfion  of  a  famous  ritual  eui- 
titled  Speculum  Ecclesi  jt,  or  the  Mirrour  of  the  Cuitrch, 
of  Chess  moralised,  written  by  Jacobus  de  CafuHs'':  and 
of  Odoricus's  Voyage  into  the  East  *.  Thomaa  Benoit, 
a  prior  of  faint  Gcenevieve  graiified  the  religious  with  a  tran-* 
flation  into  a  more  intelligible  language  of  fome  Latin 
liturgic  pieces  about  the  year  1330.  But  his  chief  pcr-r 
fgrmance  was  a  tranflation  into  French  verfe  of  the  Rule 
OF  SAINT  Austin.  This  he  undertook  merely  on  a  principle 
of  a£Fe6iion  and  charity,  for  the  edification  of.  his  pious^ 
brethren  who  did  not  underftand  Latin. 


*  Ch.  viii.  liv«  ii.  flated,  and  printed,  1483.    While  it  was 

'  In  the  year  ISSS«  the  learned  Claad.  printing,  William  lord  Arundel  gave  Cax- 

Efpence  was  obliged  to  make  a  public  re-  ton  annually  a  buck  in  fummer  and  a  doe 

canutioii for  calling ItLBOBNDAFBRi^iA.  in  winter. 

Thuan.  Tub.    ana.   Laun.  HiiL   GymnaC  "^  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  19  C.  xi.  i. 

Navarr.  p.  704.  297.  This  verfion  was  tranflated  in  Engliflj,  and 

"  Brit.   Muf.  MSS.  Reg.    19  B.  xvii.  printed,  byCaxton,  1474. 

The  copy  was  written  1382.    This  verfion.  *  tt^ijl.  19  D«  i.  4^  $« 

fejezas  to  be  the  fiune  which  Caxton  tran* 

Pour 
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Pour  r  amour  de  vous,  tres  chers  frcres. 
En  Fran9ois  ai  traduit  ce  Latin. 

And  in  the  preface  he  fays,  "  Or  i^ai-je  que  plufieurs  de  vouf 
"  n*  cntendent  pas  bien  Latin  auquel  il  fut  chofe  neceffaire 
**  de  la  rieule  [regie]  entendre^    Benoit's  fucceffour  in  the 
priorate  of  faint  Genevieve  was  not  equally  attentive  to  the 
difcipline  and  piety  of  his  monks.     Inftead  of  tranflating 
monkifh  Latin,   and  enforcing  the  falutary  regulations  of 
faint  Auftin,  he  wrote  a  fyftem  of  rules  for  Ballad-writ- 
'  iNG,  L'Art  de  dictier  Ballade  et  Rondels,  the  firft  Art 
of  poetry  that  ever  appeared  in  France, 
'  Among  the  moral  books  now  tranflated,  I  muft  not  omit 
the  Spirituelle  Amitie  of  John  of  Meun,  from  the  Latin 
of  Aldred  an  Englifti  monk  \    In  the  fame  ftyle  of  myftic 
piety  was  the  treatife  of  Consolation,  written  in  Latin,  by 
Vincent  de  Beauvais,  and  fent  to  faint  Louis,  tranflated  in 
the  year  1374.     In  the  year  1340,  Henri  de  Sufon,  a  Ger- 
man dominican  and  a  myftic  do£lor,  wrote  a  moft  compre- 
henfive  treatife  called  Horologium  Sapientia.     This  was 
tranflated  into  French  by  a  monk  of  faint  Fran9ois  •.    Even 
the  officers  of  the  court  of  Charles  the  fifth  were  feized  with 
the  ardour  of  tranflating  religious  pieces,  no  lefs  than  the 
ecclefiaftics.     The  moft  elegant  traft  of  moral  Latinity  tran- 
flated into  French,  was  the  celebrated  book  of  our  country- 
man John  of  Salifbury,  de  Nugis  Curialium.   This  verfion 
was  made  by  Denis  Soulechart,  a  learned  Cordelier,  about 
the  year  1360.     Notwithftanding  the  Epistles  of  Abelard 
and  Eloifa,   not   only  from  the  celebrity  of  Abelard  as  a 
Parifian  theologift,  but  on  account  of  the  interefting  hiftory 
of  that   unfortunate  pair,   muft  have  been   as   commonly 
known,  and  as  likely  to  be  read  in  the  original,  as  any  Latin 

7  It  is  mentioned  in  the  catalogue  of  hit      with  the  Englilh  monk. 
traduaUns^  at  the  beginning  of  his  Cwfi^  *  Enelifhed,   and  printed  by  Caxton^ 

isiUn  fbilo/ifhiqMi.    I  am  not  acquainted      veiy  cany. 

book 
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book  in  France,  they  were  tranflated  into  French  in  this 
century,  by  John  of  Meun  5  who  proftituted  his  abilities 
when  he  relinquiftied  his  own  noble  inventions,  to  interpret 
the  pedantries  of  monks,  fchoolmen,  and  profcribed  claflicsr. 
I  think  he  alfo  tranflated  Vegetius,  who  will  occur  again  *• 
In  the  library  of  faint  Genevieve,  there  is,  in  a  fort  of  fyf- 
tem  of  religion,  a  piece  called  Jer arch ik,  tranflated  from 
Latin  into  French  at  the  command  of  our  queen  Elinor  in 
the  year  1297,  by  a  French  friar  ^,  I  mull  not  however" 
forget,  that  amidfl:  this  profufion  of  treatifes  of  religion  and 
inftrud:ion,  civil  hiftory  found  a  place.  That  immenfc 
chaos  of  events  real  and  fi^itious,  the  Historical  Mirrour 
of  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  was  tranflated  by  Jehan  de  Vignay 
above  mentioned  \  One  is  not  furprifed  that  the  tranflator 
of  the  Golden  Legend  fliould  make  no  better  choice. 

The  defolation  produced  in  France  *  by  the  viftorious 
armies  of  the  Englifli,  was  inftantly  fucceeded  by-  a  flourifli- 
ing  ftate  of  letters.  King  John,  having  indulged  his  de- 
votion, and  fatisfied  his  confcience,  by  procuring  numerous 
verfions  of  books  written  on  facred  fubje6ts,  at  length  turri-< 
cd  his  attention  to  the  claflics.  His  ignorance  of  ^  Latin  wai 
a  fortunate  circumftance,  as  it  produced  a  curiofity  to  know 
the  treafures  of  Latin  literature.  He  employed  Peter  Ber- 
cheur,  prior  of  laint  Eloi  at  Paris,  an  eminent  theologift:,  t6 
tranilate  Livy  into  French*;  notwithftanding  that  author 

•  There  is  a  copy  written  in    1284,  "  tcrre  . .  .  Tan.  de  grace  m.ccc.xtxi." 
[1384,]  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  20  B.  xv.  ^  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  14  E.  i. 

Onen,  ibid.    John  of  Meun  is  alfo  faid  to  **  A  curious  pidlure  of  the  diih^cted  fbt« 

have  tranflated  MirabiliaHibbrnia.  of  France  is  recorded  by  Petrarch.     The 

^  "  Cette  Jer  ARCHIE   tranflata  fiere  king,  with  the  Dauphin,    returning  fix)in 

**  Tehan  de  Pentham  de  Ladn  en  Fran9oys»  his  captivity  in  England,  in  pafiing  trough 

''  a  la  requefle  la  reine  d'Engletcrre  Alie-  Picardy,  was  obliged  to  make  a  pecuniary 

"  nore  femme  le  roy  Edward."     There  is  bargain  with  the  numerous  robbers  that  in* 

alfo  this  note  in  the  manufcript.     "  Ceil  fefled  that  country,  to  travel  unmolelbd. 

"  livrc  refigna  frere  Jordan  deKyngeftone  Vie  Petr.  iii.  543. 
''  a  la  commune  des   freres  Mennrs   de  <^SeeHenault,  Nouvel.  Aerbg.Hist. 

**  Southaipptpn,  par  la  voluntedu  graunt  Fr.  p.  229.  edit.  1752.  4to,      And  Vtf, 

<*  frere  Willame  Notington  [f.  Northing-  de  PBRTRARquBa  iii.  p.  547. 
**  ton  in  Hampfhire,]  miniftre  d'Engle- 

Vol.  II.  CL.  had 
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had  been  anathematifed  by  pope  Gregory.    But  fo  judicious 
a  choice  was  undoubtedly  dictated  by  Petrarch,  who  regard- 
ed Livy  with  a  degree  of  enthufiafm,  who  was  now  refident 
at  the  court  of  France,  and  who  perhaps  condefcendcd  to  dire£t 
and  fuperintend  the  tranflation.    The  tranflator  in  his  Latin 
work  called  Repertokium,  a  fort  of  general  dictionary,  in 
which  all  things  are  proved  to  be  allegorical,  and  reduced  to 
a  moral  meaning,  under  the  word  Roma,  records  this  great 
attempt  in  the  following  manner.     **  Titum  Livium,   ad 
^*  requiiitionem  domini  Johannis  inclyti  Francorum  regis, 
^^  nonjine  labore  et  fudoribusy  in  Hnguam  Gallicam  tranftuli  ^*' 
To  this  tranflation  we  muft  join  thofe  of  Salluft,  Lucan, 
and  Cefar :  all  which  feem  to  have  been  finifhod  before  the 
year  1365.    This  revival  of  a  tafte  for  Roman  hiftory,  mod 
probably  introduced  and  propagated  by  Petrarch  during  his 
ihort  ftay  in  the  French  court,  immediately  produced  a  Latin 
hiHorical  compilation  called  Romuleon,  by  an  anonymous 
gentleman  of  France ;  who  foon  found  it  neceffary  to  tran- 
slate his  work  into  the  vernacular  language.    Valerius  Maxi- 
mus  could  not  remain  long  untranilated.    A  v^erfion  of  that 
favourite  author,  begun  by  Simon  de  Hefdin,  a  monk,  in 
1364,  was  finifhed  by  Nicoias.de  Gxmede,  a  mafter  in  the^ 
ology,  1401 ».     Under  the  laft-^entioned  reign,  Ovid's  Me- 
tamorphofes  moralised  ^  were  tranfiated  by  Guillaume  de 
Nangis ;  and  the  fame  poem  was  trandated  intq  French  verfe, 
at  the  requeft  of  Jane  de  Bourbonne,  afterwards  the  con  fort 

'ThiswMtkctnmflatioii  of  Ltvy,  which,  blktfliec*  Panf.  p.  79.    There  is  a  copy, 

.  widi  ocher  books,  the  dnke  of  Bemrd,  re-  tnuiiaibed  aboot  the  time  the  tranflation 

eof  Fraace,  about  1425,  feat  iatoEng-  wat  finiftfid.  Brit.  MuT.  MSS.  Reg.  150. 

to  Humphrey  dirice  of  GkraoeAer.  rL     D&t  Faii   ds  Romains.      With 

The  copy  had  been  a  piefent  to  the  king  piftines, 

of  France.    Mem.  Litt*  ii.  747.  410.    See  (Brit.  MoC  MSS.  Reg.  18  £.  iii.  iv. 

the  Second  DiifERTATiON.    itttheSor-  With  elmot  debncationiy   and  often  in 

bonne  library  at  Paris^  there  is  a  mo/t  «&-  the  inte  Cbrary. 

Jnabk  manufcript  of  this  verfion  in  two  ^  Berhaps  written  in  Latin  by  Joannes 

fcfio  volumes.    In  the  front  of  eadi  book  Grxmmaticns,  about  1070.    See  the  S£- 


are  various  miiuataies  and  pi6huei»  moft      009ID  0issiaTATioif. 
))eaudfully  finiihed.    Daa.  Maichel  de  Bi^ 


of 
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of  Charles  the  fifth,  by  Philip  de  Vitri,  biftxop  of  Meaux, 
Pctfarch's  friend,  who  was  living  in  1361 '.  A  bifhop.  would 
not  have  undertaken  this  work,  had  he  not  perceived  much 
moral  doftrine  couched  uiider  the  pagan  ftories.  Jean  le 
Fevrc,  by  command  of  Charles  the  fifth,  tranflated  the 
poem  DE  Vetula,  falfly  afcribed  to  Ovid  ^.  Cicero's  Rhet 
TORicA  appeared  in  French  by  matter  John  de  Antioche,  at 
the  rcqueft  of  one  friar  William,  in  the  year  J383.  About 
the  fame  time,  fome  of  Ariftotle's  pieces  were  tranflated  from 
Latin;  his  Problems  by  Evrard  dc  Conti,  phyfician  to 
Charles  the  fifth  :  and  his  Ethics  and  Politics  by  Nicholas 
d'Orcfme,  while  canon  of  Rouen.  This  was  the  moft  learn* 
cd  man  in  France,  and  tutor  to  Charles  the  jfifth ;  who,  in 
confequence  of  his  inftruflions,  obtained  a  competent  ikill 
in  Latin,  and  in  the  rules  of  the  grammar  \  Other  Greek 
claffics,  which  now  began  to  be  known  by  being  tranflated 
into  Latin,  became  ftill  more  familiarifed,  efpecially  to  ge« 
neral  readers,  by  being  turned  into  French.  Thus  Poggius 
Florentinus's  recent  Latin  verfion  of  Xenophon's  Cyropedia 
was  tranflated  into  French  by  Vafque  de  Lucerie,  i37o"* 
The  Tactics  of  Vegetius,  an  author  who  frequently  con- 
founds the  military  praftices  of  his  own  age  with  thofe  of 
antiquity,  appeared  under  the  title  of  Livres  des  Fais 
d'Armes  et  de  Chevallerie,  by  Chriftina  of  Pifa'.    Pe- 


>  There  was  a  French  Ovid  in  duke  cites  many  lines  from  it,  Adverf.  IVlag. 

Humphrey's  library  at  Oxford.     Sec  fupr.  p.  33.     As  docs  Bacon,  in  his  aflrologicai 

p.    45.    And  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  17  trads.    It  is  condemned  by  Bede  as  here* 

E.  ir.  1.     This  verfion,  as  I  apprehend,  is  tical.     In  Boeth.   de  Trinit.   Seldbi  in- 

the  fame  that  Caxton  tranflated  into  Eng-  tended  a  Dissertation  on  this  fbrgeiy> 

lifh  profe,  and  printed,  1480.     A  rnanu*  De  Synedr.  iii.  i6.    It  is  in  hexamelertt 

fcript  is  in  Bibl.  Pepyf.  Magd.  Coll.  Cant.  in  three  books* 
Cat.  MSS.  Angl.  &c.  torn.  ii.  N.  6791.  '  Chriitin.  Vii  Charles  V. 

^  Polycarpus  Leyfcrus  fuppofes  this  piece  «"  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.   17  E.  v.   i. 

to  be  the  forgery  of  oneLeO  Protonotarius,  And  16  G.  ix.     With  pi^ures. 
an  officer  in  the  court  at  Con  flan  tinople^  "  MSS.  Reg.  19  B.  xviii.  &c.     Vegetiut 

who  writes  the  preface.     Hift.  Poef.  Kfed.  was  early  tranflated  into  all  the  modem 

JEv.  p.  2089.     He  jproves  the  work  fuppo*  languages.     There  is  an  Enelifh  one,  pro- 

fititious,  from  its  feveral  Arabicifms  and  bamy  by  John  Trevifa,  as  it  is  addrefled 

fcriprural   expreflions,    &c.      Bravrardiiie  to  his  patron  lord  Berkeley,  A.  D.  1408. 

0^2  '^  MSS. 
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tiarch  DE  Remediis  utriusque  Fortune,  a  fet  of  Latin 
dialogues,  was  tranflated,  not  only  by  Nicholas  d'Orefmc, 
but  by  two  of  the  officers  of  the  royal  houfhold  %  in  com- 
pliment to  Petrarch  at  his  leaving  France  ^  Many  philo- 
ibphical  pieces,  particularly  in  aftrology,  of  which  Charles 
the  fifth  was  remarkably  fond,  were  tranflated  before  the 
€nd  of  the  fourteenth  century-  Among  thefe,  I  muft  not 
pafs  over  the  Quadripartitum  of  Ptolemy,  by  Nicholas 
d'Orefme;  the  Agriculture  %  or  Libri  ruralium  Commo- 
DORUM,  of  Peter  de  Crefcentiis,  a  phyfician  of  Bononia, 
about  the  year  1285,  by  a  namelefs  friar  preacher';  and  the 
book  D£  Proprietatibus  rerum  of  Bartholomew  Anglicus, 
the  Pliny  of  the  monks,  by  John  Corbichon,  an  Auguftine 
monk  •.  I  have  feen  a  French  manufcript  of  Guido  de  Co- 
lonna's  Trojan  romance,  the  hand-writing  of  which  belongs 
to  this  century '. 

In  the  fifteenth  century  it  became  fafliionable  among  the 


MSS.  Digb.  253.  Prine.  "  In  oldc  tymc 
**  it  was  the  manere.'*  There  is  a  tran- 
slation of  Vegetius,  -written  at  Rhodes, 
**  die  25  Odtobris,  1459,  per  Johannem 
"  Newton."  ad  calc.  Bibl.  BodJ.  K^  53. 
Land.  MSS.  Chriftina's  verfion  was  ^anf- 
latedy  and  printed,  by  Caxton,  1489. 
Sec  fapr.  p.  67, 

^  See  Niceron,  torn.  28.  p.  384. 

^  Monf.  1' Ab.  Lebeuf  fays  Seneca  inftead 
of  Petrarch,  Mem.  Litt.  xvii.  p.  752, 

I  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  feve- 
ral  whole  books  in  Brunetto's  Tresor 
coniiftof  trandations  from  Ariftotle,  Tully, 
and  Pliny,  into  French.  Bronetto  was  a 
Florentine,  and  the  mader  of  Dante.  He 
died  in  1295.  The  Tresor  was  a  ibrt 
of  Encyclopede,  exhibiting  a  coorfe  of 
practical  and  theoretic  philofophy,  of  di- 
vinity, cofmography,  geography,  hiftory 
iacred  and  profane,  phyiics,  ethics,  rhe- 
toric, and  politics.  Jt  was  written  in 
French  by  Brunetto  during  hb  residence  in 
France  :  but  he  afterwards  tranflated  it  into 
Italian,  and  it  has  been  tranflated  by  others 
into  Latin.    It  was  the  model  and  foun- 


dation  of  Bartholomeus  of  the  Prop  e  r  t  i  c  j 
OF  Things,  of  Bercheur's  Reperto- 
RiuM,  and  pf  many  other  works  of  the 
fame  fpecies,  which  foon  followed.  See  Brit. 
Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  1 7  £•  i.  It  will  occur  again. 

^  Des  Pr^ouffitz  champestres  et 
RURAux.    Brit.  Mnf.  MSS.  Reg.  14  E. 

'  In  twelve  books.  See  Jacob.  Quetif. 
tom.  i.  p.  ^66. 

•  Leland  fays,  that  this  tranflation  is 
elegant ;  and  that  he  faw  it  in  duke  Hum- 
frey's  libraiy  at  Oxford.  Script.  Brit.  cap. 
ccdxviii.  See  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  17 
E.  iii.  With  pidtures.  Ibid,  ic  E.  ii. 
Where  the  tranflation  is  afligned  to  the 
year  1562.  The  writing  of  the  mamifcript, 
to  1482.  With  pictures. 

'  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  16  F.  ix.  A 
new  tranflation  feems  to  have  been  made  by 
Ranol  le  Feure,  in  1464.  Engliflied  by 
Caxton,  and  printed,  1471.  Caxton's 
GoDEFROY  OF  BoLOGNE,  tranflated fr om 
the  French,  and  printed  1481,  had  a  Latin 
original.  The  French,  a  fine  copy,  is  in 
Bnt.  Muf.  17  F.  V.  MSS.  Reg.  Sxpius 
ibid«  [See  fapr.  p.  99.] 

French^ 


E  N  G  L  I  S  H      P  O  E  T  R  Y.  1 17 

French,  to  polifti  and  reform  their  old  rude  tranflations 
made  two  hundred  years  before;  and  to  reduce  many  of 
their  metrical  verfions  into  profe.  At  the  fame  time,  thr 
rage  of  tranflating  ecclefiaftical  tra6ls  began  to  decreafe. 
The  latter  circumftance  was  partly  owing  to  the  introduftion 
of  better  books,  and  partly  to  the  invention  of  printing. 
Inftead  of  procuring  laborious  and  expenfive  tranflations  of 
the  antient  fathers,  the  printers,  who  multiplied  greatly  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  this  century,  found  their  advantage  in 
publiftiing  new  tranflations  of  more  agreeable  books,  or  in- 
giving  antient  verfions  in  a  modern  drefs".  Yet  in  this 
century  fome  of  the  more  recent  doftors  of  the.  church  were 
tranflated.  Not  to  mention  the  epifl:les  of  faint  Jerom, 
which  Antoine  Dufour,  a  Dominican  frier,  prefented  in 
French  to  Anne  de  Bretagne,  confort  to  king  Charles  the 
eighth,  we  find  faint  Anfelm's  Cur  Deus  Homo*,  The  La- 
mentations OF  SAINT  Bernard,  The  Sum  of  Theology 
of  Albertus  Magnus,  The  Prick  of  Divine  Love  *  of  faint 
Bonaventure  a  feraphic  do6lor^    with  other  pieces  of  the. 

"  I  take  this  opportunity  of  obferving,  ^  Written  in  lopS* 

that  one  of  thefe  was  the  romance  of  nr  *  Sapr.  vol.  i.  p.  77. 

Lancelot   du  Lac,  tranflated  from  the  ^  He  ilourifhed    in    Italy,    aboot  the 

Latin  by  Robert  de  Borron,  at  the  com-  yeay  1270.     The  enormous  magni£cence 

raand  of  our  Henry  the  fecond  or  third.  of  his  funeral  deferves  notice,  more  than 

See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  114.     This  new  Lan-  any  anecdote  of  his  life  ;  as  it  paints  the 

CELOT,  I  believe,  is  the  fame  which  was  high  devotion  of  the  times,  and  the  atten- 

printed  at  Paris  by  Antony  Verard,   1494.  tion  formerly  paid  to  theological  literature. 

In  three  vaft  folio  volumes.     Another,  is  There    were    prcfent   pope    Gregory  the 

the  romance  of  Gyron   le  Co  ur  to  is,  tenth,  the  emperour  of  Greece  by  feveral 

tranflated  alfo  from  Latin,  at  the  command  Greek  noblemen  his  proxies,  Baldwin  the 

of  the  fame  monarch,  by  Lucas,  or  Luce,  fecond  the  Latin  eailem  emperour,  James 

chevalier  du  Chateau  du  Gafty  or  Gat^  or  king  of  Arragon,  the  patriarchs  of  Con- 

Galy  and  printed  by  Verard  as  above.    See  ftantinople  and  Antioch,  all  the  cardinals, 

Lenglet,  Bibl.  Rom.  ii.  p.  117.      The  old  five  hundred  bifhops  and  archbifliops,  fixty 

GuiRON  LE  CouRTOis  is  faid  to  be  tran-  abbots,  more  than  a  thoufand  prelates  and 

fl.itcd  by  **  Luce  chevalier  feigneur   du  pricfls  of  lower  rank,  the  ambafTadors  of 

^  chadeau  du  Gal,  [perhaps  Sal.  an  abre-  many  kings  and  potentates,  the  deputies  of 

**  viation  for  Saliibury,]    voifm  prochain  the  Tartars  and  other  nations,  and  an  in- 

**  du  fire  du  Sablieres,  par  le  commende-  numerable  concourfe  of  people  of  all  orders 

**  ment  de  trcs  noble  et  tres  puifTant  prince  and  degrees.     The  fepulchral  ceremonies 

"  M.  le  roy  Henry  ja^lis  roy  d'Angle-  were  celebrated  with  the  moft  confummatc 

•*  terre."    Bibl.  Reg.  Parif.  Cod.  7586.  poxnpi  and  the   funeral  oration  was  pro. 

See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  115.  Notes.  nounced 
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kind,  nhibited  in  the  French  language  before  the  year  1480, 
at  the  petition  and  under  the  patronage  of  many  devout 
duchefies.  Yet  in  the  mean  time^  the  lives  of  faints  and 
facred  hiftory  gave  way  to  a  fpecies  of  narrative  more  enter- 
tuning  and  not  lefs  fabulous.  Little  more  than  Jofephus, 
and  a  few  Martyrdoms,  were  now  tranflated  from  the 
Latin  into  French. 

The  truth  is,  the  French  tranflators  of  this  century  were 
diiefly  employed  on  profane  authors.  At  its  commence* 
ment,  a  French  abridgement  of  the  tliree  firft  decads  of  Livy 
was  produced  by  Henri  Romain  a  canon  of  Tournay.  In 
the  year  141 6,  Jean  de  Courci,  a  knight  of  Normandy,  gave 
a  tranflation  of  fome  Latin  chronicle,  a  History  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romars,  entitled  Bou(^7A8SIERB.  In  1403, 
Jean  de  Courteauifle,  a  doAor  in  theology  at  Paris,  tran« 
ilated  Seneca  on  the  Four  Cardinal  Virtues  *.  Under  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  the  feventh,  Jean  Cofla  tranflated  the 
Chronology  of  Mattheus  Palmerius  a  learned  Florentine, 
and  a  writer  of  Italian  poetry  in  imitation  of  Dante.  In  the 
dedication  to  Jane  the  third,  queen  of  Jerufalem,  and  among 
other  titles  countefs  of  Provence,  the  tranflator  apologifes 
for  fuppofing  her  highnefs  to  be  ignorant  of  Latin  ;  when  at 
the  fame  time  he  is  fully  convinced,  that  a  lady  endowed  with 
fo  much  natural  grace,  muft  be  perfeftly  acquainted  with  that 
language.  "  Mais  pour  ce  que  le  vulgar  Fran9oys  eft  plus 
"  commun,  y  ai  pris  peine  y  tranflater  ladite  oeuvre ."  Two 
other  tranflations  were  offered  to  Charles  the  feventh  in  the 
year  1445.  OnQj  of  the  first  funic  war  of  Leonard  of 
Arezzo,  an  anonymous  writer,  who  does  not  chufe  to  pub- 
lifti  his  name  a  caufe  de  fa  fetitejjpt\  and  the  Stratagems  of 

aoQiiced  by  a  fbtare  pope.    Minsi  AuAar*  of  Pbrtagal,  whom  Gregory  of  Tours  cnlli 

Script.  Ecclef.  pag.  7  a.  tdiu  Fabric.   [See  the  moft  eminent  writer  of  his  time.     Hilt. 

fgpr.  vol.  i.  p.  77.]  Franc,  v.  38.    It  was  a  great  favourite  of 

*  It  is  fiippofititioiis.  It  was  forged,  about  the  theological  ages, 
the  year  500,  by  Martiaaot  an  archbUhop 

Frontinus, 
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Frontinus,  often  cited  by  John  of  Salifbury,  and  mentioned 
in  the  Epiftles  of  Peter  of  Biois  %  by  Jean  de  Rouroy,  d 
Parifian  theologift.  Under  Louis  the  eleventh,  Sebiaftian 
Mamerot  of  Soiflbns,  in  the  year  1466,  attempted  a  n^^ 
tranflation  of  the  Romuleon  :  and  he  profeffes,  that  he  ufW 
dcrtook  it  foiely  with  a  view  of  improving  or  decorating  the 
French  language  ^. 

Many  French  verfions  of  claflics  appeared  in  this  century. 
A  tranflation  of  Quintus  Curtius  is  dedicated  tb  Charfes 
duke  of  Burgundy,  in  1468  ^  Six  years  afterwards,  the  fam€ 
liberal  patron  commanded  Cefar's  Coktmentaries  to  be 
tranflated  by  Jean  du  Chefne  ^  Terence  was  made  French 
by  Gui)laum€  Rippe,  the  king's  fecretary,  in  the  year  1466. 
The  following. year  a  new  tranflation  of  Ovid's  Metamor- 
phoses was  executed  by  an  ecclefiafl:ic  of  Normandy  *.  But 
much  earlier  in  the  century,  Laurence  Premierfait,  men- 
tioned above,  tranflated,  I  fuppofe  from  the  Latin,  the 
Oeconomics  of  Arifl:otle,  and  TuUy's  de  Amicitia  and  de 
Senectute,  before  the  year  1426 ^  He  is  fdid  alfd  to  have 
tranflated  fomc  pieces,   perhaps  the  Epistles,  of   Seneca*. 


■  Epift.  94.  Tiptoft  carl  of  Worccflcr,  and  printed  by 

^  J^  am  not  fare  whether  thb  is  not  moch  Caxton»  14S1.  Bosoner  prefented  his  oiana- 

the  fame  as  Lb  Grande  Histoirr  Ce-  fcript  copy  to  William  of  Waynflete  bUlhop 

SAR,  Scc»    Taken  from  Locan,  Suetoniasy  ofWinchefter  in  147J.    See  fapr.  p.  6z* 

Orofius,   &c.     Written  at  fimges  at  the  Caxton's  EnglifhC  a  to,  printed  1483,  was 

command  of  our  Edward  the  fourth,   in  from  the  French.     As  were  his  Fables 

1479.     That  is,  ofdened  to  be  ^wrifteit  by  of  iEsop,  priniied  14S3. 

him.    A  manufcript  with  pidores.    MSS.  <  Cmdinanitts  mentions  a  verfion  of  Se* 

Reg.  17  F.  ii.  I.  Brit.  Muf.    But  iee  ibid.  neca  by  Premierfait,  as  printed  at  Paris,  in 

RoiiBLEON,  •u  its  Faits  dts  Romainh  in  l5<>o*  S^^l-  ^^^-  V'  ^^7-     ^  tranflation 

ten  books.  With  pidlures.    MSS.  Reg.  19  df  Sencoa's  De  <mjatuor  Virtvtibus 

£.  V.     See  alfb  20  C.  i.  CARDiKALiBus/[>utfuppofititious,isgiven 

«  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  17  F.  i.    With  to  Ptemierfiut,  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  20 

beautiful  pictures.  A.  xii.     Sanders  recites  the  Epistles  of 

^  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.    16  G.    viii.  Seneca,    tranflated  into  French  by  fome 

With    pidures.      Another    appeared    by  anonymoos  writer,   at   die  command   of 

Robert  Gagucn  in  1485.  Mefiire  Bardieleaii  Sieinnlfe  a  nobleman  of 

«  Perhaps  thb  might  be  Caxton's  copy.  Naples.  Bibl.  Catheclr.  Tomacenf.  p.  209. 

See  above,  p.  1 1 5.        \  Pieces  of  Seneca  have  boen  freqnently  tran- 

'  The  two  latter  verfions  were  tranflated  flated  into  French,  and  very  early, 
into  Englifli  by  William  Botoner,  and  John 


Encouraged 
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Encouraged  by  this  example,  Jean  de  Luxembdurgh,  Lau- 
rence's cotemporary,  tranflated  Tully's  Oration  againft 
Verres.  I  muft  not  forget,  that  Hippocrates  and  Galen  were 
tranflated  from  Latin  into  French  in  the  year  1429-  The 
tranflator  was  Jean  Tourtier,  furgeon  to  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford, then  regent  of  France;  and  he  humbly  fupplicates 
Rauoul  Palvin,  confeflbr  and  phyfician  to  the  duchefs,  and 
John  Major,  firft  phyfician  to  the  duke,  and  graduate  en 
tefiude  d'Auxonford^y  and  mafter  Roullan,  phyfician  and  as- 
tronomer of  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  amicably  to  amend  the 
faults  of  this  tranflation,  which  is  intended  to  place  the 
faience  and  practice  of  medicine  on  a  new  foundation.  I 
prefume  it  was  from  a  Latin  verfion  that  the  Iliad,  about 
this  period,  was  tranflated  into  French  metre. 

Among  other  pieces  that  might  be  enumerated  in  this 
century;  in  the  year  1412.  Guillaume  de  Tignonville,  pro- 
voft  of  Paris,  tranflated  the  Dicta  Philosophorum  * :  as  did 
Jean  Gallopes  dean  of  the  collegiate  church  bf  fa^nt  Louis, 
of  Salfoye,  in  Normandy,  the  Iter  Vitje  Human-®  of 
Guillaume  prior  of  Chalis  *".  This  verfion,  entitled  Le  Pe- 
LERiNAGE  DE  LA  ViE  HuMAiNE,  is  dedicated  to  Jean  queen 
of  Sicily,  above  mentioned  ;  a  duchefs  of  Anjou  and  a  coun- 
tefs  of  Provence:  who,  without  any  fort  of  difficulty,  could 
make  a  tranfition  from  the  Life  of  fir  Lancelot  to  that  of 
faint  Auftin,  and  who  fometimes  quitted  the  tribunal  of  the 
Court  of  Love  to  confer  with  learned  ecclefiaftics,  in  an 
age  when  gallantry  and  religion  were  of  equal  importance. 
He  alfo  tranflated,  from  the  fame  author,  a  compofition  of 
the  fame  ideal  and  contemplative  cafl:,  called  Le  Pelerin  de 
l'Ame,  highly  efl:eemed  by  thofe  vifionaries  who  preferred 

*  Oxonford.    Oxford.  Roman,  ii.  236.    And  Oudin.  iii.  976. 

'  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.  19  A.  Tiii.  Sae-  Guillaum  lived  about  1352.     Some  of  the 

plus.  ibid.    This  verfion  was  tranflated  into  Prench  literary  antiquaries  fuppofe  this  to 

jSnglifh  by  lord  Rivers,   and  printed  by  be  a  Latin  piece.    Itis,  however,  inFrench 

Caxton,  1477,  Terfe,  which  was  reduced  into  profe  by 

^.SeeLabb.  BiU.  MSS.p.  317.    Bibl.  Gallopes. 

religious 
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religious  allegory  to  romance,  which  was  dedicated  to  the 
duke  of  Bedford  \  In  Bennet  college  library  at  Cambridge, 
there  is  an  elegant  illuminated  manufcript  of  Bonaventure's 
Life  of  Christ,  tranflated  by  Gallopes ;  containing  a 
curious  picture  of  the  tranflator  prefenting  his  verfion  to 
our  Henry  the  fifth".  About  the  fame  time,  but  before  1427, 
Jean  de  Guerre  tranflated  a  Latin  compilation  of  all  that  was 
marvellous  in  Pliny,  Solinus,  and  the  Otia  Imperialia,  a 
book  abounding  in  wonders,  of  our  countryman  Gervais  of 
Tilbury ".  The  French  romance,  entitled  U  Assaillant, 
was  now  tranflated  from  the  Latin  chronicles  of  the  kingt 
of  Cologne :  and  the  Latin  tradt  de  Bonis.  Moribus  of  Ja-- 
cobus  Magnus,  confeiTor  to  Charles  the  feventh,  about  the 
year  1422,  was  made  French ''.  Rather  earlier,  Jean  de  Pre- 
mierfait  tranflated  Boccacio  de  Casibus  Virorum  illus* 
TRiuM '.  Nor  fliall  I  be  thought  to  deviate  too  far  from  my 
detail,  which  is  confined  to  Latin  originals,  when  I  mention 
here  a  book,  the  tranflation  of  which  into  French  conduced 
in  an  eminent  degree  to  circulate  materials  for  poetry: 
this  is  Boccacio's  Decameron,  which  Premierfait  alio  tran^*- 
flated,  at  the  command  of  queen  Jane  of  Navarre,  who  feems 
to  have  made  no  kind  of  conditions  about  fuppreffing  the  li- 
centious ftories,  in  the  year  1414*. 

I  am  not  exadlly  informed,  when  the  Eneid  of  Virgil  waf 
tranflated  into  a  fort  of  metrical  romance  or  hiftory  of  Eneas, 

'  I  am  not  certaiii,  wbetker  this  is  Caz«  ®  See  fupr.  p.  6i.    There  is  a  verfioa 

ton's  Pilgrimage  op  tbb  Sowlb»  an  ofBoccacio's  db  Clarib  Mulibribus, 

En^lifh  tranflation  from  the  French,  print*  perhaps  l^  Pienuerfait,  Brit.  Mof.  MSd; 

ed  in  1483.  fbl.   Ames  fays,  that  Antonine  Reg.  20  C.  v. 

Oerard  is  die  author  of  the  French,  which  '  This  verfion  was  Englifliedy  and  print* 

was  printed  at  Paris»  1480.    Hift.  Print.  td»  by  Caxton»  ij.87. 

p.  34..  ^  Sec  Brit.  Muf.  MSS.  Reg.   19  E.  i. 

*"  SeeAacRJEOL.  vol.  ii.  p.  194.    And  Where  it  is  faid  that  the  Decameron  waa 

Brit.  Mnf.  MSS.  Reg.  16  G.  iii.  20  B.  iv.  £rft  tranflated  into  Latin.    It  is  not  very 

Engliflied  about  1410,  and  printed  by  Cax-  literal.  *It  was  printed  at  Paris  1485.  foL 

ton  very  early.    The  EngUfii  tranflator,  I  Agairi,   ibid.   1534.  8vo.     It  was  again 

believe,   is  John  Morton,   an  Ai^;oftipe  tranflated  by  Antoine  le  Macon,  fol.  Pari^ 

frier.  I545*    ^^  ^^^^  afterwards. 

<"  He  flooriflied  about  the  year  1218. 

Vol.  II.  R  under 
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under  the  title  of  Livre  d'  Eneidos  compile  par  Virgili, 
by  Guillaume  de  Roy.  But  that  tranflation  was  printed  at 
Lyons  in  1483,  and  appears  to  have  been  finiihed  not  many 
years  before.  Among  the  tranflator's  hiftorical  additions, 
are  the  defcription  of  the  firft  foundation  of  Troy  by  Priam, 
and  the  fucceffion  of  Afcanius  and  his  defendants  after  the 
death  of  Turnus.  He  introduces  a  digraffioi>  upon  Boccacio, 
for  giving  in  his  Fall  of  Princes  an  account  of  the  death 
of  Dido,  different  from  that  in  the  fourth  book  of  the 
Eneid.  Among  his  omiflions,  he  pafTes  over  Eneas's  defcent 
into  hell,  as  a  tale  manifeftly  forgecli  and  not  to  be  believed 
by  any  rational  reader :  as  if  many  other  parts  of  thp  tran-- 
flator's  ftory  were  not  equally  fiftitious  ^nd  incredible '. 

The  conclufion  intended  to  be  drawn  from  this  long  di- 
greffion  is  obvious.    By  means  of  thefe  French  tranflations, 
our  countrymen,  who  underflood  French  much  better  than 
Latin,   became  acquainted  with  many  ufeful  boo]cs  which 
they  would  not  otherwife  have  knowfi.     With  fuch  aflit 
ti^ces,  a  commodious  accefs  to  the  cUiHcs  was  opened,  and 
the  knowledge  of  antient  literature  facilitated  9nd  famili- 
arifed  in  England,  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  is  ima^^^ned ; 
and  at  a  time,  when  little  more  than  the  p^Q4^^^ons  of  fpe^- 
culative  monks,  and  irrefragrabje  do^Qrs,  coitld  be  obtained 
or  were  ftudied.    Vei7  few  EngUlhmen,  I  will  venture  to 
pronounce,  had  read  Livy  before  the  tr^n(Iation  of  Ber* 
cheur  was  imported  by  the  regent  duke  of  Bedford.     It  is 
ipertain  that  mapy  of  the  Roman  poets  and  hiftorians  were 
now  read  in  England,  ii^  the  orig^^nal  .  Bvit  the  Latin  lan<^ 
guage  was  for  the  nxQ^  part  coj|i4ne4  to  a  few  ecclefiaftics. 
W|ien  thefe  authors,    therefore,    appeared  in  a  language 
almoft  as  intelligible  as  the  English,  tht^  fell  into  the  hands 
of  illiterate  and  common  readers,  and  contributed  to  fow  the 
ieeds  of  a  nation^  emditio^,  ^d  to  form  a  popular  tafte, 

'  It  was  tiinfliled,  sad  pmtdi,  I7  Ctt^pl^  14^ 

Even 
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Even  the  French  verfions  of  the  religious^  philofophical, 
hUtorical,  and  allegorical  compofitions  of  thofe  more  tn^ 
lightened  Latin  writers  who  flouriflied  in  the  iftiddle  ageS| 
had  their  ufe,  till  better  books  came  into  vogue :  pregnant 
as  they  Were  with  abfurdities,  they  communicated  inftftki- 
fion  on  various  and  new  fubjefls,  enlarged  the  field  of  ia« 
formation,  and  promoted  the^  love  of  reading,  by  gratifying^ 
thst  growing  literary  curio^ty  which  now  began  to  want 
materials  for  the  exercife  of  its  operations.  How  greatly 
our  poets  in  general  availed  themfelves  of  thefe  treaAiris, 
we  may  coHeft  frotn  this  circumftance  only:  even,  fiici 
writers  a«  Ckaucef  aind  Lydgate,  men  of  educatioi]^  a^ 
teaming,  when  they  tianflate  a  Latin  author,  appear  to  exc^ 
cute  theiT  work  through  the  medium  of  a  French  verfioft. 
It  is  needlefs  to  purfue  this  hiitory  of  French  tranilation 
any  farther.  1  have  given  my  reafon  for  introducing  it  at 
9U.  Ih  the  next  age»  a  great  and  univerfal  revolution  in 
literature  enftierf;  iftid  the  Engliih  themfelves  began  to  turn 
their  thoughts  to  tranilation. 

Thefe  French  verfions  enabled  Caxton,  our  firft  priiitler, 
to  enrich,  the  ilate  of  letters  in  this  country  with  mnpy 
valuable  p\;tbUcations.  He  found  it  no  difficult  tafk,  either 
by  bimfelf,  or  the  help  of  his  friends,  to  turn  a  confiderablfr 
number  of  thefe  pieces  into  Englifli,  which  he  prinfeetiL 
Antient  learning  h^  as  yet  made  too  little  progrefs  among 
us,  to  encourage  this  enterprifing  and  induftrious  artift  to 
publifh  the  Roman  authors  in  their  original  language ' :  and 
had  not  the  French  furnifhed  him  with  thefe  materials,  it  is 
not  likely,  that  Virgil,  Ovid,  Cicero,  and  many  other  good 

'  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that  from  England.  Theie  were,  Boethius  i/# 
the  year  14719  in  which  Caxton  began  to  Con/olatione  %  both  Latin  and  Engliih,  for 
print,  down  to  the  year  151.0,  during  which  Caxton,  without  date.  The  I^tin  Esc-' 
period  the  Engliih  prefs  flouriihed  greatly  pi  an  Fables,  in  \et(tt  for  Wynkyn  de 
under  the  conduft  of  manv  induilrioos,  in-  Worde,  1503.  4to.  [And  once  or  twic^ 
genious,  and  even  leamea  artiils,  only  thp  afterwards.]  Terence,  with  the  Corn- 
very  few  following  daflics,  fome  of  which  ment  of  Badius  Afceniius,  for  the  fame, 
hardly  deferve  that  name,  were  printed  in  1504.    \xo.    Virgil's  Bucolics,   for 

R  a                                                        At 
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writers,  would  by  the  means  of  his  prefs  have  been  circu- 
lated in  the  Englifli  tongue,  fo  early  as  the  clofe  of  the 

fifteenth  rentiirvV 


fifteenth  century  * 


the  fame,  19 12.  410.  [Again»  1^33*  4to.] 
Tully's  OpFieEs,  Latin  and  Englifh^ 
the  tranflatlon  by  Whittington,  1533.  4to. 
The  univerTicy  of  Oxford,  during  this  pe- 
xiody  produced  only  the  firfl  Book  of 
Tully's  Epistles,  at  the  charge  ef 
ca^pdinal  Wolfey,  without  date,  or  printer'^ 
name.     Cambridge  not  a  finele  chuic. 

No  Greek  bo<%,  of  any  kind,  had  yet 
appeared  from  an  Enalifh  prefs.  I  believe 
ue  firft  Greek  characters  ufed  in  any  work 

Elated  in  England,  are  in  Linacer's  tran- 
don  of  Galifi  dt  Timpiramenthy  printed 
at  Carabridee  in  1521,  4to.  A  ftw  Greek 
words,  and  abbreviatures,  are  here  and 
there  introduced.  The  printer  was  John 
Stbcrch,  a  German,  a  friend  of  Erafmas, 
who  ftyles  himfelf /r/MHi  utrius(^e  //V 
gma,  in  Anglia  imfreffhr.  There  are  Greek 
charaders  in  fome  of  his  other  books  of 
tlus  date.  But  he  printed  no  entire  Greek 
book.  In  Linacers  treatife  Dt  menJata 
SiruSura  Latini  fermonis^  printed  hy  Pin- 
Ton  in  1524,  many  Greek  charadlera  are 
intermixed.  In  ^e  fixth  book  are  feven 
Greek  lines  tO£fether.  But  the  printer 
apolofifes  for  his  imperfedlions  and  un- 
ftillfiimefe  in  the  Greek  types;  whid),  he 
fays*  were  but  lecently  caft,  and  not  in  a 
iiiffident  quantity  for  fuch  a  work.  The 
poilage  is  6irioiM.  ^  JSmo  animo  ferai 
*y  fiooae  literae,  in  exemplis  Hellenifmi, 
^*  vcl  lonii  vel  ffiritibut  careant.  His 
^'-  enim  non  fatu  inftruSui  erat  typogra- 
**  phus,  videlicet  rtcens  ab  to  fufis  cha- 
**  rafteribus  Graecis,  nee  farata  ei  topia 
^  Qitt  ad  hoc  sgendom  opii«  eft.''    Abott 


die  {mat  perk)d  of  dK  Eo^iih  jpicft,  Ae 
fame  emlnrraflments  appear  to  have  hap- 
pened widi  regard  to  Hebrew  types  ;  which 
yet  were  more  likely,  as  that  language  was 
io  much  kis  known.  In  the  year  1524, 
do£lor  Robert  WakefieM,  cha]^abi  to 
Hennr  the  eighth,  publifhed  his  Ormtio  de 
laudihtis  tt  ntiliiMtt  trium  Umguartim  Ara-- 
hiae^  Cbtddgh^t  tt  HehrMat^' Uz.  4(0. 
The  printer  was  Wynkvn  de  Worde ;  and 
the  andior  complains,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  omit  his  whole  third  part,  becaofe  the 

Printer  had  no  Hebrew  types.  Some  few 
lebrew  and  Arabic  chanlfters,  however, 
are  introdooed;  but  extremely  nide,  and 
evidently  cat  in  wood.  They  are  the  firft 
of  die  ibrt  nfed  in  England.  This  learned 
orientalift  was  inftnimental  in  preferving^ 
at  the  diflblndon  of  monafteries,  the  He- 
brew manufcripts  of  Ramfey  abbey,  col- 
leded  by  Holbech  one  of  the  monks,  to- 
eedier  with  Holbedi's  Htlrtnu  DiSiouary. 
Wood«  Hift.  Ant.  Uni¥.  Oxon.  ii.  25 »« 
Leland.  Scriptor.  v.  Ho  lb  b  ecus. 

It  was  a  circumftance  ftvoarable  at  leaft 
to  Englifh  literature,  owing  indted  to  the 
general  illiteracy  of  the  tunes,  that  oar 
nrft  printers  were  fo  little  employed  on 
books  written  in  the  learned  langoages. 
Almofl  all  Caxton's  books  are  Englifli. 
The  moldplicadon  of  EngKih  copies  mnl- 
tiplied  Englilh  readers,  and  thefe  again 
produced  new  vernacular  writers.  The  ex- 
iibnce  of  a  prefs  induced  many  perfons  to 
turn  authors,  who  were  only  qualified  to 
write  in  their  nadve  tongue. 


SECT. 
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THE  firft  poet  that  occurs  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward 
the  fourth  is  John  Harding'.    He  was  of  northern 


^  To  die  preoeduig  reign  ef  Henry  the 
£xth»  belong  a  poem  written  by.  James  the 
firfty  king  ofScotland,  who  was  atrocioufly 
marther^  at  Perth  in  the  year  1436.  It 
it  entitled  the  King's  Complaint,  isal« 
legorical,  and  in  the  feven-lined  fianza. 
Tbe.  fubjefk  was  foggefted.  to  the  poet  by 
hi$  own  misfortunes,  and  the.mode  of  com- 
nofition  by  reading  Boethins,  At  the  clofe, 
ne  mentiif^s  Gower  and  Chancer  as  feated 
on  the  Jiepfjs  of  rbetoryie.  Bibl.  Bodl. 
MSS.  Selden.  Afchiv.  B.  24.  diart.  fol. 
{With  many  pieces  of  Chancer.]  This 
unfortunate  monarch  was  educated  while  a 
prilbner  in  England,  at  the  command  of 
our  Henry  the  fourth,  and  the  poem  was 
written  during  hb  captivity  there.  The 
Scotch  hiilorians  xejxrdent  him  as  a  prodigy 
of  erudition.  He  civilifed  the  Scotch  na- 
tion. Among  other  accomplifhments,  he 
va9  an  admtcable  mnfidan,  and  parttonkuiy 
ftilkd  in  playing  on  the  harp.  See  Lefley, 
Db  Reb.  Gmt.  Scot.  lib.  vii.  p.  257. 
a66.  t^y.  edit.  1675.  4to.  The  fame 
hiftorian  fays,  **  ita  orator  erar,  ut  ejus 
**  dii£lione  nihil  fnerit  artificiofins  :  ita 
**  POBTA,  utcaimina  non  tam  arte  Urin- 
^*  xiiTe,  quam  natura  fpontc  fudiffe  vidcre- 
'<  tur.  Cui  rei  fidem  fadunt  carmina  di- 
^*  va£  generis,  (|n»  in  rhythmum  Scotice 
"^illigavit,  CO  artifido,  &c."  Ibid.  p.  267. 
See  aTfo  Buchanan,  Rer.  Scot.  lib.  x.  p. 
186.— >I96.  Opp.  torn.  i.  Edingb.  1715. 
Amone  other. pieces,  which  I  have  never 
ieen.  Bale  mentions  his  Cantilena 
Scotice, andRHYTHMx  Latini.  Bale, 
paral.  poft.  Cent.  xiv.  56.  pag.  217.  It 
is  not  the  plan  of  this  work  to  comprehend 
and  examine  in  form  pieces  of  Scotch  poe- 
try, except  fuch  only  as  are  of  lingular 
merit.  Othcrwifc,  our  royal  bard  would 
have  been  confidcred  at  large,  and  at  his 
proper  period>  in  the  text«    I  wilU  how- 


ever, add  here,  two  flanzas  of  the  poem 
contained  in  the  Selden  manufcript,  which; 
fecms  to  be  the  moil  diftinguiihed  of  hia 
cempoficions,  and  was  never  printed. 

In  ver  that  full  of  veitue  is  andgude^ 
When  nature  firfl  begynneth  her  empryfe,  ' 
That  quilham  was  be  cruell  frofl  and  flude,  . 
And  fhoures  fcharp,  oppreil  in  many  wyfe; 
And  Cvnthius  jynneth  to  aryfe 
Heigh  m  the  en  a  morow  fotc  and  fwete 
Upwards  his  courfe  to  drive  in  Ariete  : 

Paffit  hot  mydday  fourc  grees  evyn 

Off  lenth  and  brede,  his  angel  wingis  bright 

He  fpred  i;^pon  the  ground  down  fro  the 

hcvyn  ; 
That  for  gladnefs  and  confort  of  the  fight^' 
And  with  the  dklyng  of  his  hete  and  Ughc 
The  tender  floures  opinyt  thanne  and  fprad 
And  in  thar  nature  thanidt  him  for  glad. 

This  piece  is  not  fpedfied  by  Bale^ 
Dempfter,  or  Mackenzie.  See  Bale,  ubi 
ftipr.  Dempfter,  Scot.  Scbiptor.  «• 
714.  pag.  380.  edit.  1622.  Mackensue,. 
vol.  i.  p.  318.  Edingb.  1708.  fol. 

John  Major  mentions  the  beginning  of 
ibme  of  his  other  poems,  viz.  '*  xas 
«•  fen,  &c."  And  ^  At  Beltayn,  &c." 
Both  thefe  poems  feem  to  be  written  on  his 
wife,  Joan  daughter  of  the  dutchefs  of  Cla- 
rence, with  whom  he  fell  in  love  while  a 
prifoner  in  England.  Major  mentions  be- 
fides,  a  lihellus  aruJUiofus^  whether  verie 
or  profe  I  know  not,  which  he  wrote  on 
this  lady  in  England,  before  his  marriage  ; 
and  which  Bale  entitles,  Super  Uxore  fu^ 
tur  a*  This  hiftorian,  who  flourifhed  about 
the  year  1520,  adds,  that  our  monarch's 
CANTiLENiB  were  commonly  fung  b^  the 
Scotch  as  the  mod  favorite  compofitions«: 
and  Ibat  he  played  better  on  the  harp,. 

thai(i 
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€xtra£lion»  and  educated  in  the  family  of  lord  Henry  Percy ": 
and,  at  twenty-five  years  of  age,  hazarded  his  fortunes  as  a 
volunteer  at  the  decifivc  battle  of  Shrewfbury,  fought  againft 
the  Scots  in  the  year  1403.  He  appears  to  have  been  inde* 
fatigable  in  examining  original  records,  chiefly  with  a  defign 
of  ascertaining  the  fealty  due  from  the  Scottifh  kings  to 
the  crown  of  England:  and  he  carried  many  inftruments 
from  Scotland,  for  the  elucidation  of  this  important  enquiry, 
at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  which  he  delivered  at  different 
times  to  the  fifth  and  fixth  Henry,  and  to  Edward  the 
fourth "".  Thefe  inveftigations  feem  to  have  fixed  his  mind 
on  the  ftudy  of  our  national  antiquities  and  hifi:ory«  At 
length  he  cloathed  his  refearches  in  rhyme,  which  he  dedi- 
cated under  that  form  to  king  Edward  the  fourth,  and  with 
the  title  of  ^be  Chronicle  of  England  unto  the  reigne  of  king  Edward 
the  fourth  in  verfe"".  The  copy  probably  prcfentcd  to  the 
king,  although  it  exhibits  at  the  end  the  arms  of  Henry 
Percy  earl  of  Northumberland,  moft  elegantly  tranfcribed  on 
vellum,  and  adorned  with  fuperb  illuminations,  is  preferved 

tban  tke  moft  fldnfiil  Iriik  or  highlmil  BtortBdom  in  die exclie^er»,di»t,  11114589 

harper.     Major  does  not  enumerate  the  John  Harding  of  Kyme  delivered  to  lohn 

DOem  I  have  here  deed.    M«|Or»  G«iT.  Talbot,  (hrcaSorer  of  Enghmd.  and  chan* 

dCOT.  lib.  vi.  cao.  xiv.  fbl.   135.  edit*  eellor  of  the  exchequer,  five  Soottiih  letters 

»$ait  .4to»     Doaor  Per^  has  one  of  yafcent,  acknowled«ng  various  homages  of 

James's  Cantilknje,  in  which  there  is  the  kin»  and  nobilitj  of  Scotland.    They 

much  merit.  are  endoTed  in  a  wooden  box  in  the  ex- 

0  One  William  Peeris,  a  prieft,  and  fe-  cheoner,  kept  in  »  large  chcil,  under  thr 

cretary  to  the  fifth  earl  of  Noithamberland,  mark,  Scotia.  Harding.     So  fays  Aih* 

wrote  in  verfe,  Wiilimm  Pnrit*s  difcm$4  •f  mole  [MSS.  Aihmcil.  860.  p.  186.]  from  a 

tht  herd  Ptrcis.  Pr.  ProL    **  Cfonykilis  regifter  in  the  exchequer  called  the  Yiv- 

•*  and  annflel  books  of  kyiigs."  Brit.Mnf.  iiow-nooc. 

MSS.  Reg.  18  D.  9.    Then  immediately  >  Printed,   at  London,    1545.  4to.   by 

follows  (10.)  in  the  fame  manufoipt,  ber-  Grafton,  who  has  prefixed  a  dedication  of 

Juipt  written  by  the  fiune  anthor,  accHiec*  three  l«ves  in  verife  to  Thomas  duke  of 

tion  of  metricia  proverbs  painted  in  ieveral  Norfolk.    A  continuation  in  profe  from 

chambers^of  Lrkmgfieki  and  WrefiUe;  an-  Edward  the  fourth  to  Henry  the  eighth  i| 

tient  feats  of  the  Percy  iiMnil)r.  added,    probably  by  Gratcon.      But  fee 

"*  Henrvthe  fixth  granted  inuminities  to  Grafton's  Preface  to  his  Abridoement 

Harding  m  feveral  patents  ibr  omctring  op  the  CnitONiCLa  of  Ekoland,  edit* 

the  ScDttiftt  evidences.  The  earlieft  isdated  I57Q« 

'among 
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among  Selden*s  manufcripts  in  the  Bodleian  library^.  Our 
•  author  is  concife  and  compendious  in  his  narrative  of  events 
from  Brutus  to  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  fourth :  he  is 
much  more  minute  and  difFufe  in  relating  thofe  affairs  of 
which,  for  more  than  the  fpace  of  fixty  years,  he  was  a 
living  witnefs,  and  which  occurred  from  that  period  to  the 
reign  pf  Edward  the  fourth.  The  poem  feems  tp  have  been 
completed  about  the  year  1470.  In  his  final  chapter  he  ex- 
horts the  king,  to  recall  his  rival  king  Henry  the  fixth>  and 
to  Fcftore  the  partifans  of  that  unhappy  prince. 

This  work  is  almoft  beneath  criticifm,  and  fit  only  fpr  t\m 
i^ttention  of  an  antiquary.  Harding  may  be  pronounce  to 
be  the  moft  impotent  of  our  metrical  hiftorians,  efpeeialty 
Mfhen  we  recolleft  the  great  improvements  which  Engiiih 
poetry  had  now  received.  I  will  not  even  ejcc^pt  Robert  of 
Glo«cefter>  vvrho  lived  in  the  infancy  of  taftc  and  verfificar 
tion.  The  chronicle  of  this  authentic  and  laborious  aonaJiid: 
has  hardly  thofe  more  roodeft  graees>  which  could  properly 
r«commendt  and  adora  a  detail  of  the  Britifli  ftojry  in  profe. 
He  has  left  fomc  piecea  in  profe :  and  Winftanly  fays,  *«  9» 
*^  his  pfo(e  was  very  ufefuU,  fo  was  his  poetry  as  much  d«r 
'^  lightfiU/*  I  am  of  opinion,  that  both  hia  profe  and  poetry 
Ar«  equally  ufeful  and  delightful.  What  can  bQ  mort 
frigid  and  unanimated  than  theie  lines!  . 

Kyng  Arthur  then  in  Avalon  fo  dyed. 
Where  he  was  buryed  in  a  chapel  fayre, 
Whiche  nowe  is  made,  and  fully  edifyed, 
The  mynfter  church,  this  day  of  great  repayre 
Of  GlaJdenbury,  where  nowe  he  hath  his  layre ; 
But  then  it  was  called  the  blacke  chapell 
Of  our  lady,  as  chronicles  can  tell* 

y  MSS.  Arckiv.  Seld.  B.  26.  It  urichljr  tidcriU  7^  Chkohicli  or  JoHK  Ha&»« 

htmA  and  4odd04*    Al  tke  ead  is  a  ob  inq  in  mtn/rcm  tki  t^uuuag  ofMt^Umi 

ffioof  map  of  Sootlancl;  together  with  manjr  fC/«  tbt  nign  tf  EJward  ibt  fomrtb.  SlSS. 

prdfe  pieces  by  Hardiiig  of  the  hiftoriau  AflmibL  OxcMl«  34.  mciBhraa* 
loid.    The  Aikmolean  maanfcript  is.  ea-  Where 
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Where  Gcryn  carle  of  Chartres  then  abode 
Befyde  his  tombe,  for  whole  dcvocion, 
Whither  Lancelot  de  Lake  came,  as  he  rode 
Upon  the  chafe,  with  trompet  and  claryon  j 
And  Geryn  told  hym,  ther  all  up  and  downe 
How  Arthur  was  there  layd  in  fepulture 
For  which  with  hym  to  abyde  he  hyght  ful  fure  •• 

Fuller  affirms  our  author  to  have  "  drunk  as  deep  a 
"  draught  of  Helicon  as  any  of  his  age."  An  affertion  partly 
ixue:  it  is  certain,  however,  that  the  diftion  and  imagery 
of  our  poetic  compofition  would  have  remained  in  juft  the 
iame  ftate  had  Harding  never  wrote. 

In  this  reign,  the  firft  mention  of  the  king's  poet,  under 
the  appellation  of  Laureate,  occurs.  John  Kay  was  ap- 
pointed poet  laureate  to  Edward  the  fourth.  It  is  extra- 
ordinary, that  he  fhouldhave  left  no  pieces  of  poetry  to  prove 
his  pretenfions  in  fome  degree  to  this  office,  with  which  he 
Is  faid  to  have  been  inverted  by  the  king,  at  his  return  from 
Italy.  The  only  compofition  he  has  tranfmitted  to  pofterity 
is  a  profe  Englifh  tranflation  of  a  Latin  hiftory  of  the  Siege 
of  Rhodes  * :  in  the  dedication  addreffed  to  king  Edward, 
or  rather  in  the  title,  he  ftyles  himfelf  hys  bumble  poete  lau^ 
reate.  Although  this  our  laureate  furniflies  us  with  no  ma^ 
terials  as  a  poet,-  yet  his  office,  which  here  occurs  for  the 
firft  time  under  this  denomination,  muft  not  pafs  unnoticed 

■  Ch.  Ixxxiv.  fol.  Ixxvii.  edit.  Graft.  piinted  without  date  or  place  in  quarto. 

1 543.  It  was  alfo  printed  in  German,  Argentorat. 

""  MSSv  Cotton.  Brit.  Muf.  Vitf.ll.  D.  ici}.      The   works  of  this  Gulielmus, 

adi.   10.    It  was  printed  at  London,  '5^^*  ^^ich  are  numerous,  were  printed  together^ 

This  impreilion  was  in  Henry  Worfley*s  at  Ulm,    1496.  fol.    widi  rude  wooden 

library,  Uat.  MSS«  Angl.  etc^  jtom.  ii.  p.  .pints.    Seean  exad  account  of  this  writer^ 

212.  N.  6873.  29.    I  know  nothing  of  uizx.  Eruditor.   Itai.  torn.  xxi.   p.  412. 

the  Latin ;  except  that  Guliehnus  Caormuijf,  .  One  John  Caius  apoet  of  Cambridge  is 

vice-chancellor  forfortyyears  of  the  knights  mentioned  in  fir  T.  More's  Woixs,  p. 

'Of  Malta,   wrote  an  Obsidio  Rhodije  204.    And  in  Parker's  Z)^/^.  £/*  Pr.  Jlfivr* 

Urbis,  when  it  was  in  vain  attempted  to  agtdnft  Martin^  p.  ^. 
be  tak^  t>y  the  Tolcr  ia  1480.  Separatdy 
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m  the  annals  of  Englifh  poetry,  and  will  produce  a  (hort 
digreffion. 

Great  confufion  has  entered  into  this  fubjefl,  oh  account 
of  the  degrees  in  grammar,  which  included  rhetoric  and  ver- 
fification^  antiently  taken  in  our  univerfities,  particularly 
at  Oxford :  on  which  occaiion,  a  wreath  of  laurel  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  new  graduate,  who  was  afterwards  ufually 
ftyled  poeta  laureatm  *.  Thefe  fcholaftic  laureations,  however, 
ieem  to  have  given  rife  to  the  appellation  in  queftion.  I 
will  give  fome  inilances  at  Oxford,  which  at  the  fame  time 
will  explain  the  nature  of  the  ftudies  for  which  our  acca- 
demical  philologifts  received  their  rewards.  About  the  year 
1470,  one  John  Watfon,  a  ftudent  in  grammar,  obtained  a 
conceffion  to  be  graduated  and  laureated  in  that  fcience ;  on 
condition  that  he  compofed  one  hundred  Latin  verfes  in 
pr^fe  of  the  univerfity,  and  a  Latin  comedy*.  Another 
grammarian  was  diftinguifhed  with  the  fame  badge,  after 
having  ftipulated,  that,  at  the  next  public  A6i:,  hewouldaffix 
the  feme  number  of  hexameters  on  the  great  gates  of  faint 
Mary's  church,  that  they  might  be  feen  by  the  whole  uni- 
verfity. This  was  at  that  period  the  moft  convenient  mode 
of  publication  %    About  the  fame  time,  one  Maurice  Byr^* 

^  Li  the  antient  ftatotes  of  the  muverfity  Courtney  biihop  of  Narwich,  treating  of 

of  Oxford,  every  Regent  Mafter  in  Gram-  the  nature  of  metre  in  general,  and  ef- 

mar  is  prohibited  from  reading  in  his  fin  pedally  of  the  cowmtu  metres  of  the  Hjmm 

colty,  mlefi  he  firftpafs  an  examination  de  of  Boecias  and  Or  actus  j^Horaoe.]  Oxo«« 

MO  DO   VEasiPiCANDi  tt  diStmdit    Hc^  MSS.  Coll.  Merton.  Q.  iii.  !• 
MSS.  Bibl.  Bodl.  fol.  membran.  Aich.  A.  ■  When  any  of  theJe  graduated  gram<* 

01.  [nunc  2874.]  f  55>  b.    This  fcho-  marians  were  licenced  to  teach  boys,  they 

taftic  coltivatiQn  of  the  art  of  Prosody  were  publicly  prefentod  in  the  Convocation- 

•  gave  rife  to  manv  Latin  fyftems  of  Metre  houfe  with  a  rod  and  ferrel.  Regiib.  Univ. 
about  this  perioa.   Among  others,  Thomas  Oxon.  G.  fol.  72.  a. 

Langley,  a  monk  of  Hulm  in  Norfolk,  in  ^  Regiilr.  Univ.  Oxon.  G.  fol.  143.    I 

the  year  1430,  wrote,  in  two  books,  dbVa-  take  this   opportunity  of  acknowledging 

•  RiETATB  Carminvm.  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  my  obligations  to  the  learned  Mr.  Swin- 
Digb.  100.  One  John  Seguard,  a  Latin  ton,  keeper  of  the  Archives  at  Oxford,  for 
poetand  rhetorician  of  Norwich,  about  the  g^^^jS  "^^  frequent  and  free  accefs  to  the 
year  1414,  wrote  a  piece  of  this  kind  call-  Kegi£rrs  of  that  univerfity. 

ed  Metristbncuiridion,  addrefled  to  ^  Ibid  fol.  162. 

Vol.  11.  S  chenfaw. 
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chenfav,  a  icholar  la  rhetortc,  fyiff&csdtd  tp  be  .«da(Ht94 
to  read  lectures,  that  is,  to  take  a  degree,  in  thaXiiftm^^i 
9nd  hi3  petition  was  granted,  with  a  previfioo,  that  he 
ihould  write  one  hundred  vedes  on  the  igkuy  of  tlie  uniivef'- 
ftty,  and  not  Cuflfor  Ovid's  Art  ^f  Lov«,  «ad  the  ELegi«a  of 
PamphiUis  *,  Xo  be  fUdied  i^  hi^  auditory '.    Not  loag  afler- 
W9xds,  QAe  John  Bulman,  another  rhetorkian,  havivg  com- 
plied wii^  the  terms  impoCed,  of  expUiaing  the  ^x&.  boeik 
i>f  Tu%'s  PvriGf.^f  and  Ukew^feihe  firft  of  his  J^pisTi^s* 
y^ithout  any  pecuniary  emolumenl;,  wa«  graduated  in  rhe- 
toric }  and  a  t;rowa  of  laurel  was  public^  placed  <m  his  head 
by  the  hands  of  the  chanceUour  of  the  univerlity  ^.    Abovit 
the  year  14S9 ',  Skelton  was  lauroated  at  Oxford^  and  in  th^ 
year  J49J>  was  pemutted  to  wea^  his  laurel  ait  Casahridgie  V 
S»obert  WhittiagtoB  a&xd^  the  laft  inftanoe  of  a  rbetoncal 
jdf;i;coB  fit  Oxford.    He  was  a  Secular  prieiit,  and  lemweiiift  for 
JU9  yarioins  treatifes  in  gramouu:,  and  for  Ibis  facility  in  Lati^ 
IWMetry :  having  exercifed  his  artoiaay  years,  and  fubiputting 
tQ  the  cjiiftomaiy  .demand  of  an  hundred  ver(es,  he  wa^ 
honour^  witii  the  laurel  i»  the  year  15 12'.    This  ^tlejs 

^  < ' 

'  Ovid's  foppofidtioiu  pieon,  tad  od>er  And  mm, 
venfes  cf  the  lower  we,  were  printed  to-  That  ivar  the  garland  wreath  ' 

gether  by  Goldaftiu,  Francof.  1610.  8vo.  Of  lamril  Uavts/o  late. 

Among  thefe  is.    "  PainpUU  Maurili^i  itRegiftr.UMv.C«»t.hrig.&b«nnb.Con- 

r.  .f'T"-    ^'^  ^t  "  cedinirJ«hMmiSkeltDnioetieinpartikMjs 

L^'^^.Kli  ^  v"  '^"  **  iZ,  "  tnmfmainis  atq«  OxonVlaorea'orn.to, 

«iool  with  Ovid  i>BViTwi,A,  and  hy  .,  ^t  ,j^  ^  jijeni  dooorawtiw."  And 

.toe  thought  t0  be  ibrged  by  the  «uBe  Jj^^JS  ?1!^4.  T^SiK^ditor 

':a'^.7'°rk.f-*''k'*--   "i3rconti;"eoirgSrhic\t 

» Caxton,  in  ^  preface  »  •»"  Bn^f      «  fibi  conceiib  a  pnndpe."    The  latter 
E«.TDO.  Meottoj..  "mayflef  John ^.      ^^^  j  ^^^    ^^ ^^^^^ diffinaion 

omverfite  ofOstenford,    &c.        This      ^^  .    thTking.    Skelton  is  fidd  »  have 
work  was  P«nt.d  in  i^po.    Chmdiyard      ,^  '       ^  jj^  ^  ^  ^^ 

S"^°^SLlS^S£3i5r^'      JfcXflyle.himfelf0t^«fM..p.,. 
Ljd!i?S!«^Jir^       Sfceltontwwfcs,    ^  ,09.  ioy.  *84.  185.  287.     Works, 

Nay  Skelton  wore  the  laurtl  wrtttht  '  R^g^.  Uiur.  Oxon.  «t  (ape.  G>  tys* 

AaAfafi  a/cbtlu  ye  knoe.  b.  187.  b. 

prefixed 
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|ircAxed  to  one  of  his  griammatical  fyftems.  ''  Roberti 
^*  WhiTtintoni,  Lkbfetdiet^s^  Grammatices  Magiftri^  Fro^ 
^*  TovATis  jingliay  in  jhrentiffima  Oxmienji  jkbademia  Lau- 
**  RBATi,  DE  OcTo  Partibu8  Orationis"."  In  his  Pane- 
gyric to  cardinal  Wolfey,  he  mentions  his  laurel, 

Sufcipe  LAURicoMi  munufcula  parva  Roberti  *. 

With  regard  to  the  Poet  laureate  of  the  kings  of  England, 
an  officer  of  the  court  remaining  under  that  title  to  this  day, 
he  is  undoubtedly  the  fame  that  is  ftyled  the  RrNo's  Ver- 
sifier, and  to  whom  oite  band:red  {hillings  were  paid  as  his 
annual  ftipend,  in  the  year  1251  *.  But  when  or  how  tfhat 
title  commenced,  and  whether  this  officer  was  ever  folemnly 
crowned  with  laurel  at  his  firft  invcftiture,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  determine,  after  the  fearches-  of  the  learned  Selden 
on  this  queftion  have  proved  unfuccefsful.  It  feems  moft 
probable,  that  the  barlxirous  and  inglorious'  name  of  VeRt 
siFiER  gradually  gave  way  to  an  appellation  of  more  ele- 
gance and  dignity:  or  rather,  that  at  lengthy  thofe  only 
Were  in  general  invited  to  this  appointment,,  who  had  re- 
ceived accademical  fandtion,  and  had  merited  a  crown  of 
laurel  in  the  univerfities  for  their  abilities  in  Latin  compo^ 
iition,  particularly  Latin;  verfification.  Thus  the  kinfs 
Laureate  was  nothing  more  thack  "  a  graduated  rhetoriciaxi 

*  Loirtd.  15 1 5.    See  the  neirt  note.  cTrefled  W  GhtAti  Braiiddn  duke  of  Suf^ 

■  III  his  *•  Ojpufculorti  Robe?rti  WMttiiT^  folk,  flr  Thomas  More,  and  to  Skclton, 

^  toni  in  florentiffima  Qxonienftachademia  itfidler    the   title  Ad  UpiMJJimum  potiam 

•«  lanreati."    Sigtfat:  A.  iii.  BI.  Letjito.  Schfltonem  carmen^  &c.    Some  of  the 

Colophon,    "  Bxpfidimt  Roberti   Wnit-  fines  are  in  a  very  daffical  ftyle,  and  rancb 

**  dntoni  Oxonii  pmtoratis  epigramnrata-,  in  thcf  irianner  of  the  earlier  Latin  Italian 

««  una  cum  qoibofdam  panegyricts,  im*  poets;     At  the  end  of  theft;  Latin  poems  is 

^  mffz  Londini  per  me  Wynandum  de  a  defbioe  of  the  author,  called  Antily- 

^  worde.    Amro  poft  virgineom  partwr  cow,  Arc,    This  book  is  extirmely  fcarcc^ 

**  M.ccccc.xlx.dccimo  veroKal.Maii;'*  and  not  mentioned  by  Wood,  Ames,  and 

TRe  Ptoegyrics^  are,  on  Henry  the  eighth^  fonie  other  oolledlors.     Theie  pieces  are  in 

ind   cardinal  Wolfe^.      The   Epignims,  manufcript,  Oxon.  MSS.  Bodl.  D.  5.  22. 
wbidi  are  loftg  copiet  of  verfc,  wxt  ad*-         •  See  nipn  irol.  i.  p.  47. 

S  2  •  "  employed 


»3* 


THE     HISTORY     OF 


^  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  king/'  That  he  originally 
wrote  in  Latin,  appears  from  the  antient  iitWverfiJicator:  zxA 
may  be  moreover  coUefted  from  the  two  Latin  poems,  which 
Ballon  and  Gulielmus,  who  appear  to  have  refpe^tively  a£led 
in  the  capacity  of  royal  poets  to  Richard  the  firft  and  Ed-- 
ward  the  fecond,  officially  compofed  on  Richard's  cnifade^ 
and  Edward's  fiege  of  Striveling  caftle  \ 

Andrew  Bernard,  fucceflively  poet  laureate  of  Henry  the 
feventh  and  the  eighth,  affords  a  (till  ftronger  proof  that 
this  officer  was  a  Latin  (cholar.  He  was  a  native  of  Tho- 
loufe,  and  an  Auguftine  monk.  He  was  not  only  die  king's 
poet  laureate  ^  as  it  is  fuppofed,  but  his  lufloriographer 'j, 
and.  preceptor  in  grammar  ta  prince  Arthur.  He  obtained 
many  edclefiaftical  preferments  in  England '.  Ail  the  pieces 
Aow  to  be  found,  which  he  wrote  in  the  charaAer  of  poet 
laureate^  are  in  Latin '..    Thefb  are^  an  Address  to  Henry  tb§ 


.  '  ^  S^  fopr.  YDt.  7.  p.  232.  BjT  t&e  wijr, 
BiSon  is  calkd  by  Bale  **  hunatus  afrnd 
^  Oxoniin/es,''*  CcQt.  iv.  cap.  93. 

'^  S^  an.  inf^niment  fro  Posta  lau- 
aiATo.  in.  i486.  Rvmer's  FoEo.  tom» 
xii.  p.  5I7.  But,  by  m  way,  in  thit  iir* 
tnimcnt  there  ia  no  fpedfication  of  any 
thmg  to  be  done  ^ia/$^  by  BemarcL  The 
Ung  only  grants  to  Aocbew  Bernard;  Put^ 
ImuretoPf  which  we  may  conftrne  either  Thk 
tamreaied  f»tt,  or  J  put  laurtatt^  a  Tahi^ 
of  ten  nKKs».  till  he  can- obtain  fome  e^pd* 
valent  appointment.  This,  howerer,  is 
only  a  precept  to  the  treafurer  and  ^am- 
berlains  to  difbarfe  the  {alary,  and  refers 
to  letters  patent,  not  printed  by  Rymor. 
It  is  certain  that  Gower  and  Chaooer  were 
never  appointed  to  this  office,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  18  commonly  fappofed.  Skelcon,  in 
hisCaowNB  OF  Lawrbll,  feeiGower^ 
Chancer,  and  I^dgate  approach^:  he  de- 
faibes  their  whole  apparel  as  glitteiing 
with  the  richeft  predoo*  ftones,  and  then 
immediately  adds, 

They  wanted  nothing  bnt  the LAuaBCL. 

Aftcrwirds,  however,  there  is  the  cnhiic 


Umjtn  Ckuuif.  lauebatb  f^i  u  SJ^t^ 
torn.  Works,  £•  21.  22.  edit.  1736* 
'  '  Apoftolo  ^Zeno  was  bodi  poet  and  hif- 
toriomphtr  to  his  imperial  nujefly*  So 
was  i>iyden  to  James  the  fecond.  It  ia 
obCnrable  thait  Petrareh  was  laureated  aa 
poe^  and;  hiflorian. 

'  One  of  thefe,  die  mafierfhip  of  faint 
Leonard's  hoQiital'  at  Bedford,  was  given 
him  by  bKhop  Smith,  one  of  the  founders 
of  Brsie-nofe  college,  Oxford,  in  the  year 
IA99*  •  K^gHkr.  Smith,  epifc.  Lincoha* 
fob.  ann. 

'  Some  of  Skelton'sLadn  poems  Teem  to  be 
written  in!the  charaAer  of  the  Rcjai  laareate, 
pardcalarly  one,  entided  **  Hsec  Laureatus 
*^  Skeltonns,  <M«tor  reginae,  fuper  triimii^ 
**  phali.  Sec.  It  is  fabfcribed  <«  Per  Skelto- 
**  nida  Laoreatom,  oratorem  renum.'* 
Works,  p*  110.  edit,  ut  fupr.  Hardly  an^ 
of  his.Engliih  jneces^  whidi  are  niimeroos,. 
appear  to  fieloi^  to  that  character.  With 
xe^tfd  to  the  Orator  Rbgius,  I  find 
one  Joikn  Mallard  in  that  office  to  Henry 
the  eighth,,  and  his  epiftolary  fecretary. 
He  has  left  a  Latim  dtgimc  parapbrafi  §m 
$b$  kr4pk  pugfir^  MSS.  BibL  Reg.  7  D^ 
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eighth  for  tbi  mofi  aufpicious  beginning  rf  the  tenth  year  of  h$S: 
reign f  with  an  Epitralamium  an  the  marriage  of  Francis  thr 
Dauphin  if  France  with  the  king's  daughter  \  A  New  Ye  ar's- 
GiFT  for  the  year  1515  ^  And  verfes  wifhing  profpcrity  to' 
his  majeflys  thirteenth  year"".  He  has  left  fome.  Latin, 
hymns  ^ :.  and  many  of  his  Latin  profe  pieces,  which  he 
wrote  in  the  quality  of  hifloriographer  to  both  monarchs». 
are  remaining ". 

I  am  of  opinion^  that  it  was  not  cuftomary  for  the  royal^ 
laureate  to  write  in  Englifh^  till  the  reformation  of  religioa 
had  begun  to  diminifh  the  veneration  for  the  Latin. language :. 
or  rather^  till  the  love  of  novelty^  and  a  better  fenfe  of  things,, 
had  banifhed  the  narrow  pedantries  of  monadic  erudition, 
and  taught  us  to  cultivate  our  native  tongue.  In  the  mean 
time  it  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  another  change  might  at  leaft 
be  fuffered  to  take  place  in  the  executiom  of  this  inftitution,, 
which  is  confefTedly  Gothic,  and  unaccommodated  to  modem, 
manners.  I  mean,  that  the  more  than  annual  return  of 
a  compofition  on  a  trite  argument  would  be  no  longer  re* 
quired.  I  am  confcious  I  fay  this  at  a  time,  when  the  beft 
of  kings  affords  the  ipoft  juft  and  copious  theme  for  pane-: 
gyric:  but  I  fpeak  it  at  a  time,  when  the  department  is. 
honourably  filled  by  a  poet  of  tafte  and  genius,  which^ 
are  idly  wafted  on  the  moft  (plendid  fubjefls,  when  impofed; 
by  conftraint,  and  perpetually  repeated^ 

To  what  is  here  incidentally  collefled  on  an  article  more- 

3iiiL  Dedicated  to  that  king.    Li  frmier  wietcKed  faUe  quantity  in  the  firft  line, 

kwrt  i$  la  co/mograpbUy  in  verfe,  ibid.  20  •   ,        ,                1^     ^     ^  i 

B.  xiL    Aiid  a^J>/r,  beautiially  writtea  ^«J  ^«'.^''  ^"^  ^  '^^  «««««^ 

by  lumfclf,  for  Ac  ufc  of  the  king.    In  flammis. 

lie  margin^  are  fhorc  notes  in  the  hand-  r  And  a  Latin  fife  of  (aint  Anditw.. 

mitingy  and  two  exqnifiie  miniatnresy.  of  MSS.Cotton.DoMiTiAN.  A..xviii.  i^. 

Henry  the  eighth.    Ibid.  2  A.  xvi^  *  A  chronicle  of  the  life  and  atdueve* 

"  MS.  olim  penes  Thorn.  Martin  de  Pftl^  ments  of  Henry  die  feventh  to  the  taking 

gnm.  of  Perkin  Wacbeck,  MSS.  Cotton.  Do- 

vM8S.Coll«No¥.  0x00.287.  Mx^TiAN.  A.  xViiL  15.    Other  hiftoricall 

*  Biit.  Mof.  MSS.  Reg.  12  A.  x.    Tlie  commentaries  on  the  reign  of  that  king»^ 

fPBy  p«(ailed.    In  paper.    Thoe  it  a  IUd*Jvi..A.4.  J.vl.A*}^    . 

curious. 
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dMioQs  than  important,  I  add  an  obfervation,  which  (hews 
diat  the  pfa£iice  of'  other  nations  in  this  refpeft:  altogether 
coriwfponded  with  that  of  our  own.  When  we  read  of  the 
tettfeated  poets  of  Italj  and  Germany,  we  are  to  remember, 
thdk  they  moft  commonly  received  this  honour  from  the 
ftate^  or  Ibme  univerfity ;  feldom,.  at  kail  not  immediately, 
fiANfi  the  prince :  and  if  we  find  any  of  thefe  profefTedly  em« 
(doyed  in  the  department  of  a  court-poet,  that  they  were 
dot,  in  confequence  of  that  peculiar  fituation,  ftylcd  poets 
iMveate.  The  diftm^ion^  at  lead  in  general,  was  previoufly 
0daferMd\ 

r ' Joim  Seogan  is  commonly  fiippoddd  to  have  been  a  co« 
temporary  of  Chaucer,  but  this  b  a  miftake\  He  was 
edueated  at  Orid  college  in  Oxford:  and  being  an  excellent 
tiiitBkCf  onA  of  great  pleaikotry  in  converiation,  became  the 
fswourite  buffoon,  of  the  court  of  Edward  the  fourth,^  in 
jmbk^  he  paiicid  the  graateft  pact  of. his  Kle.  Bale  inaccu-- 
iMety  calls  Scogan,  tbe  Joculator  of  Edward  the  fourth : 
bt  whicli  word  he  ieemd  fimply  to  underftand  the  king's 
JttX£fty  fat  he  ceitainly  couid  not  mean  that  Scogan  was  his 
trmjlt(ty'»  Minstkel  \    Andcew  Bbrde^  a  mad  phyfician  and 

•-^tht  rettStf  19/ito  re<lmt«^  at  fdl  and  Clteiicerto  Scogfli,  wtt  really  written  hf 

pIBticalar  information  concemieg  the  Brit  Atftrmer,  MSS^  Fairfax,  xvi. 

origin  oT  the  laoreation  of  pOets,  and  the  ^  Script,  xi.  70.     By  the  wav»  the  Ser- 

folemnities  with  which  this  ceretnonjr  wat  jrAHT  of  the  KioK's    Minftrels    occurs 

pfufbrnted  in  Italy  and  Germany,  is  re*  aAder-  this  reign :  and  in  a  manner,  which 

ferred  to  Selden's  1*1  t.  Hon.  Op.  torn.  ftews   the  confidential  character  of   this 

p.  457.  feq.     Vie  db  Petrar(^b,  torn.  officer,  and  his  facility  of  accefs  to  the  kine 

lii.  Notej,.  ^^' P*  t*  Not.  quat.   And  to  a  at  all  hours  and  on  all  occafions.     «  And 

menfoirof  M.  r  Abbd  db  kefnel,  Mbm;  "  a»  Ke  [k.  Edi^.  iv.l  wta  in  the  north 

I^yr,  jf|  $07.  4to.  I  will  only  add,   the  <'  contray  in  the  monetnof  Septembre,  as 

form  of  the  creation  of  three  poets  laureate  **  hef  Iflfye  ih  his  bedded  one  namid  Alex« 

by  the  chancellor  of  the  univer/lty  of  5traf-  "*  andttr*  Carlifle-,  thai  was  ftrimum  •/  tbt 

btffgh.  iA  the  year  1621.    "I  create  you,  "  MykflrMt^  cam  to  him  in  grete  haffe, 

*'  bein^  placed  id  a:  c6adf  df  ftate,  crowned  '*  ancF  Bf^  Kyrt  aefyfe,  for  he'badde  ene<-. 

•*' wWi  laurel  and  itjr,  arid  wearing  a  rine  **,my8  cmnmyng,    &c."      A  Remark* 

**  of  gold,  artd  the  fame  do  pnmooflCe  ancF  /rB^«^Pff  aomcnt*,  etc.  [an,  1%,  Edw^  iv.] 

**  ofti^tQte,  Pocrs  LauRBAtB;  rtt  the  ad  calc.  Sportti  Chron.  edit.  Heorne*. 

**  tMi€  of  the  holy  Trinity,  the  BMtt,  Oxon.  1729.  8vo.    CaMpare  PerdyVEss. 

<«  fcm,  and  hcfly  gfaoft.  Amen.'*                '  RKi^stk.  p.  56.  AMit,  0»».  Ga^it. 

*  See  Hollinfh*  Chfdit:  iii.  ft  7 10.  .  IM#-  il;  joj. 

uaceMaiiif.  Whether  the  poem  addreded  by  ^  J^^ 
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94uU  pofit  ill  the  Ti^^  of  ^enr/tjK  ^^Hth^  p^blifM  h^ 
Jests,  underlie  tilfc  rpf  Scogin's  J:p«TS  *!,  whicl^  afe  wijd9U-' 

i(te9  fof  this  delicacy  of  the  k^i^  «n4  icovirtierS)  ^wh^  Q09H  ^^ 
Qjci^ilwatsd  fey  -the  ujerriipients  of  fi«:h  ^  wriAer.  A  Mo^ajl 
B4J^4i9£;»  pf Utpd  in  Chamoer's  wpi;^,  i»ddFefl*e<d  to  th$  dUikep 
of  QUtfAngR,  Bedford^  4irid  iQkmci&ft^t  ^awl  ieftt  ^oro  ft  tavesti . 
mXhfi  Vi<*:r>y  9*  JLtOi^p,  is  -^ttribufeed  to  ^c^«h\  JButfQiiftr 
jocular  hfiri  ^vii^iatly  roiftakp^  his  talents  when  lie  fitt^B^t? 
to  giv^  advke-  This  piejoe  is  the  iduJlefl:  fcroion  jli^t  pv;^ 
wfts  wjtitttsi  in  Che  o^ave  A^iza.  ^ale  motions  his  C9* 
MEi>jj£8  [i  wfiich  certainly  meaij  nothing  dfamstic,  and  ace 
perhaps  only  his  Jests  above-mentioned.  He  feems  to  feavfi 
flourifhed  about  the  year  1480. 

Two  didaftic  ports  on  chcsmiftry  appeared  in  this  reign, 
John  Norton  and  Greorge  Ripky*  Norton  was  a  native  of 
BriflolS  and  the  jmoft  ikillf»l  ^htmiik  of  luis  age^  His 
poem  is  called  the  Ordwal^  or  «  loanual  of  the  chemical 
art*.  It  was  prefentcd  to  Hcvil  asdd^ifhop  of  Yoric,  who 
was  a  great  patron  of  the  hermetic  iphilofc^hers";  which 
were  lately  grown  £0  nuncierous  in  fingjland,  as  to  occafion 

**  It  is  from  thefe  pieces  we  learn  that  he  Scogan,  and  called  PROVEaB^uM  Joan* 

was  of  One!  cdleee  :  for  he  fpeaks  <^  #e-  iria  Skoo A.Ny  MSS.  C.  C.  C.  Oxon.  203. 

tiring,  with  that  lociety,  to  the  hofpital  of  ^  xi.  70. 

faint  Bartholomew,  while  the  plague  was  k  He  fpeaks  of  the  wife  of  William 

at  Oxford.  Thefe  Jests  are  £xty  in  nam-  Cannit^g*    who  will  ooctir  ^gain  fa^owt 

ber.     Pr.  Pref.     *'  There  is  nothing  be-  five  times  mayor  of  Briftol,  and  the  founder 

**  fides."   Pr.   **  On  a  time  in  Lent."  of  ilunt  Mary  of  RadcUife  dmrch  thfra. 

They  were  Kprinted  about  the  reftoration.  Ordinal,  p.  34. 

4to.  ^  Printed  by  Afhmole,  in  hu  Thba- 

*  It  nay  yet  be  doabted  whether  it  be-  thum    Chbmicum    Lond.     1652.  Svo. 

longs  to  Scogan;    as  it  moil  have  been  p.  6.  It  was  finifhedA.  D.  1477.  Ordin. 

written  before  the  year  14479  and  the  wri-  .  p.  106.    It  was  tranflated  into  Lttin  by 

ter  comf^aina  of  the  apjproach  of  oki«M.  Michael  Maier,  M.D.  Francof.  v6\8.  4to. 

col.  i.  V.  10.    It  was  hrft  printed,  under  Norton  wrote  other  chemical  pieces. 

Scogan's  name,  by  Caxton,  in  the  Col-  '  See  Or  din.  p.  9.   10.    Norton  de- 

LjicTiON  OP  CHAUCER'sandliYDGATs's  clares,  that  he  learned  his  art  in  forty  days. 

Poems.      The    little    piece,   printed    as  at  twenty-eight  years  of  age.     Ibid.  p. 

Chaucer's,  [Urr.  ed.  p.  548.]  called  Flee  33.  88. 

moM  THE  PftESSB,  is  cxpxtfily  givcn  to  ^  Aflunole,  ubi  fupr.  p.  455.  Ncteu 

an 
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an  z6i  of  parliament  againft  the  tranfmutation  of  metals* 
Norton's  reafon  for  treating  his  fubjefl:  in  Englifh  rhyme» 
was  to  circulate  the  principles  of  a  fcience  of  the  moft  con« 
fummate  utility  among  the  unlearned  '•  This  poem  is  totally 
void  of  every  poetical  elegance.  The  only  wonder  which 
it  relates,  belonging  to  an  art,  fo  fertile  in  ftriking  inven«- 
tions,  and  contributing  to  enrich  the  ftore-houfe  of  Arabian 
romance  with  ib  many  magnificent  imageries,  is  that  of  an 
alchemift,  who  projected  a  bridge  of  gold  over  the  river 
Thames  near  London,  crowned  with  pinnacles  of  gold,  which 
being  ftuddcd  with  carbuncles,  diffufed  a  blaze  of  light  in 
the  dark"*.  I  will  add  a  few  lines  only,  as  a  ipecimen  of 
his  verfification^ 

Wherefore  he  would  fet  up  in  higth 

That  bridge,  for  a  wonderfull  fight. 

With  pinnacles  guilt,  fiuninge  as  goulde, 

A  glorious  thing  for  men  to  behouldC;. 

Then  he  remembered  of  the  newe, 

Howe  greater  fame  fhulde  him  purfewe. 

If  he  mought  make  that  bridge  fo  brighte. 

That  it  mought  fliine  alfoe  by  night : 

And  fo  continewe  and  not  breake. 

Then  all  the  londe  of  him  would  fpeake,  &c '. 

Norton's  heroes  in  the  occult  fciences  are  Bacon,  Albertus 
Magnus,  and  Raymond  LuUy,  to  whofe  fpecious  promifes 
of  fupplying  the  coinage  of  England  with  inexhauftible 
mines  of  philofophical  gold,  king  Edward  the  third  became 
an  illiiftrious  dupe  \ 

George  Ripley,  Norton's  cotemporary,  was  accomplifhed 

'  Pag.  io6m  Camden^s  Rem.  p.  142.  edit.  1674.    By 

*"  Pag.  26.  the  wzyt  Raymond  Lully  is  faid  to  have 

*^^.  26.  ilied  at  eiffbty  yeara  of  age»  in  the  year 

*  AmmoL  nbifapn  p.  443.  467.  And       1315*    M^art.  App.  Cave,  cap.  p.  6. 

in 


f 


ENGLISH      POETRY-  137 

hi  ittaAy  parts  of  eradiiion ;  and  ftill  maintains  his  reputa- 
ttdn  is  a  teamed  chemift  of  the  lower  ages.    He  was  a  canon 
Mgillar  of  the  monaftery  of  Brkllington  in  Yorkfhire,   a 
great  traveller  \  and  fhidicd  both  in  France  and  Italy.    At 
his  return  from  abroad,  pope  Innocent  the  eighth  abfolved 
fiiih  from  the  obfervdilce  of  the  rules  of  his  order,  that 
$e  riiight  profecirt6  his  ffudies  with  more  convenience  and 
fretdbtti.    But  his  convent  not  concurring  with  this  very 
liberal  indulgence,  he  turhedf  Carmielite  at  faint  Bololph's  in 
i^mcolnfhire,  and  died  an  anachorite  in  that  fraternity  in 
the  year   1490  ^    Mis  chethical  poems  are  nothing  more 
than  the  do^rine$  of  alchemy  cloathed  in  plain  language, 
and  a  very  rugged  verification.    The  capital  performance  is 
The  Compound  Of  AtCHfiMiE,  written  in  the  year  147 1 '. 
It  is  in  the  o£^ave  metre,  and  dedicated  to  Edward  the 
/burth '.     kipley  has  left  a  few  other  compofitions  on  his 
favourite  fcience,  printed  by  Afhmole,  who  was  an  enthu- 
fiaft  in  this  abufed  fpecies  of  philofophy '.     One  of  them, 

P  Alhinole  fays,  that  Ripley,  during  his  Weftminfter,  a  great  chemift :   and  adds, 

long  ftay  at  Rhodes,  gave  the  knights  of  that  Cremer  brought  Lully  into  Eneland, 

Malta  100,000 1,  annually,  towards  main-  and  introduced  him  to  the  notice  of  Ed* 

taining  the  war  againft  the  Turks.     Ubi  ward  the   third,    about   the  year   1334* 

fupr..  p.  458.     Afhmole  could  not  have  Afhmol.   ubi  fupr.   p.   213.  467.      The 

made  this  incredible  aflertion,  without  fup-  writer  of  Hermes's  Bird,  however,  ap- 

poiing  a  circomftance  equallv  incredible,  pears  by  the  verfification  and  language,  to 

that  Kipley  was  in  adoal  pofieffion  of  the  have  lived  at  lead  an  hundred  years  SLfter 

Philofopher's  Stone.  that  period.     He  informs  us,  that  he  mad^ 

^  Afhmol.  p.  455.  feq.    Bale,  viii.  49.  the  traaflation  *'  owte  of  the  Frenfche.*' 

Pitf.  p.  677.  Ibid.  p.  214.    A (hmole  mentions  a  curious 

'  Aihmol.  Thsatr.   Chem.  p.  103.  pidlure  of  the  grand  Mysteries  op 

It  was  firft  printed  in    1591.   4to.     He-  the  Philosopher's  Stone,  which  abbot 

printed  by   Afhmole,    Theatr.  Chrm.  Cremer  ordered  to  be  painted  in  Wcftmin- 

at  fupr.  p.  107.    It  has  been  thrice  tran-  ftcr  abbey,  upon  an  arch  where  the  waxen 

dated  into  Latin,  Afhm.  ut  fupr.  p.  465.  kings  and  queens  are  placed:  but  that  it 

Sec  Ibid.   p.   108.    no.    122.      Moft  of  was  obliterated  with  a  plaifterer's  brufh  by 

Ripley's  Latin  works  were  printed  by  Lud.  the  puritans   in  Oliver's  time.      He  alio 

Combachius,  Caffel.  1619.  I2<^^.  mentions  a  large   and   beautiful    window, 

*  He  mentions  the  abbey  church  at  Weft-  behind  the  pulpit  in  the  neighbouring  church 

minfter  as  unfiniftied.     Pag.  154.  ft.  27.  of  faint  Margaret,  painted  with  the  fame 

P.  156.  and  ft.  34.  fubjecl,  and  dcftroyed  by  the  fame  ignorant 

'  Aflimole  conjeftures,  that  an  Enelifti  zealots,  who  miftook  thefe  innocent  hiero- 

chemical  piece  in  the  oftave  ftanza,  which  gJyphics  for  feme  ftory  in  a  popifh  legend, 

he  has  printed,  called  Hermes's  Bird,  Aihmol.  ibid.   211.  466.  467.     Compare 

no  unpoetical  fidlion,  was  tranflated  from  Widmore's  Hift.  Wb s r  m  x  n s r  e  r- A  b  b  e r. 

Raymond  L^lly,    by   Cremer,    abbot  of  p.  174.  feq.  edit.  1751.  410. 

VoL  II.  T  the 
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the  Medulla,  written  in  1476,  is  dedicated  to  archbifhop^ 
Ncvii ".  Thefe  pieces  have  no  other  merit,  than  that  of  ferv- 
ing  to  develope  the  hiftory  of  chemiftry  in  England.  They 
certainly  contributed  nothing  to  the  ftate  of  our  poetry ''. 


«  AOim.  p.  589.    See  alTo  p.  374.  (eq. 

^  It  will  be  fnffident  to  thiow  fome  of 
the  obfcarer  rhymers  of  this  period  into  the 
Notes.  Olbem  Bokeoham  wrote  or  tnmf- 
lated  metrical  litres  of  the  faints^,  about 
144^.  See  fapr.  vol.  i.  p.  14.  Neta*  Gil- 
bert Banefier  wrote  in  EngUfb  verfe  the 
MiracU  of  faint  Tbomasy  in  the  year  1467. 
CCCC.  MSS.  (i^viii.  Scefopr.  vol.  i.  p. 
25^  Ntiiu  And  LeLCoLLBCTAK.  torn. 
1.  (p.  ii.)  pag.  5 10.  edit;  1770.  WydviUe 
earl  of  Rivers,  already  mentionedy  tianf- 
Jated  into  Engliih  dUHchs,  Tbi  morale 
Provirbes  cf  Cryfym  of  Pjft^  printed  hf 
Caxton,  1477.  lley  cxmfift  of  two  flieets 
in  fbUo.    This  b  a  conplet ; 

Little  vailleth  good  example  to  fee 
For  him  that  wole  not  the  oontrarie  flee. 


This  nobleman's  only  original  piece  if  afdSiif 
of  fbar  flanusy  preferved  by  ftonie,  a  oo- 
temporary  hifbnan,  RoTs.  Hift.  p.  213.^ 
edit«  Heam.  apod  Leland.  Idn.  torn.  z*. 
edit.  Oxon.  1745.    I  refer  alfo  the  Not* 
BKOWRE  Ma  YDS   to  this  period.      See 
Capal't  PaoLusioKjy  p.  25.  (eq«  edit. 
1700.    And  Percy's  Akc.  Ball.  vol.  ii; 
p«  26.  feq%  edit.  1767.    Of  the  fame  dat« 
IS  perhaps  the  Delectable  Historic 
of  king  Edwanf  tin  fourth  and  tht  Tanner 
ef  Tanewortb^  Vc.  Ur.    See  Pen^,  obi 
nipr.  p.  81.    Heame  affirms,  that  u  thiii 
piece  there  are  fome  "  romantic  affertimis  .* 
"  — otheiwife  'as  a  book  of  ^«^#y  and 
''  more  authority  is  to  be  2iven  to  it  than 
**  is    given  to  foetieal   books    of  latb- 
*'  Years."     Heame's  Leland,   at  fupr» 
vol.  iL  p.  I03[. 


SECT. 
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SEC   T.      vm. 

BU  T  a  want  of  g^us  will  be  no  longer  imputed  to 
this  period  of  our  poetical  hiftory,  if  the  poems  lately 
difcovered  at  Briftol,  and  faid  to  have  Leen  written  by  Thomas 
Rowlie,  a  fecular  prieft  of  that  place,  about  the  year  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy,  are  genuine. 

It  mufl  be  acknowledged,  that  there  are  fome  circumflances 
which  incline  us  to  fufpeft  thefe  pieces  to  be  a  modern  forgery. 
On  the  other  hand>  as  there  is  fome  degree  of  plaufibility 
m  the  hiflory  of  their  difcovcry,  as  they  poffefs  confiderable 
merit,  and  are  held  to  be  the  real  produftions  of  Rowlie  hf 
many  refpeftable  critics ;  it  is  my  duty  to  give  them  a  place 
in  this  feries  of  our  poetry,  if  it  was  for  no  other  reafon 
than  that  the  world  might  be  furnifhed  with  an  opportunity 
of  examining  their  authenticity.  By  exhibiting  therefore  the 
moft  fpecious  evidences,  which  I  have  been  able  to  coIle£l» 
concerning  the  manner  in  which  they  were  brought  to 
light  %  and  by  producing  fuch  fpecimens,  as  in  another  re- 
fpefl  cannot  be  deemed  unacceptable ;  I  will  endeavour,  not 
only  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  public  on  a  fubjeft  that 
has  long  engaged  the  general  attention,  and  has  never  yet 
been  fairly  or  fully  ftated,  but  to  fupply  the  more  inquifitive 
reader  with  every  argument,  both  external  and  internal,  for 
determining  the  merits  of  this  interefting  controverfy.  I 
fhall  take  the  liberty  to  add  my  own  opinion,  on  a  point  at 
leaft  doubtful :  but  with  the  greateft  deference  to  decifions  of 
much  higher  authority. 

About  the  year  1470,  William  Cannynge,  an  opulent  mer- 
chant and  an  alderman  of  Briflol,  afterwards  an  ecclefiaftic^ 

•  I  acknowledge  myfelf  matly  indebt-      Batli,  for  facUitadiig  xny  enquiries  on  diis 
€d,to  the  ingenious  doftor  liarrington  of      fuljd^. 

T  ^  and 
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and  dean  of  Wcftbury  college,  ereflcd  the  magnificent  church 
of  Saint  Mary  of  RedclifFe,  or  RadclifF,  near  Briftol  ^  In 
a  muniment-room  over  the  northern  portico  of  the  church, 
the  founder  placed  an  iron  cheft,  fecured  by  fix  different 
locks';  which  feems  to  have  been  principally  intended  to 
receive  inftrumcnts  relating  to  his  new  ftrufture,  and  per- 
haps to  his  other  charities  \  inventories  of  veftments  and 
ornaments  *,  accompts  of  church-wardens,  and  other  paro- 
chial evidences.  He  is  faid  to  have  directed,  that  this  vene- 
rable cheft  fhould  be  annually  vifited  and  opened  by  the 
mayor  and  other  chief  magiftrates  of  Briftol,  attended  by 
the  vicar  and  church-wardens  of  the  parifh :  and  that  a 
feaft  ftiould  be  celebrated  every  year,  on  the  day  of  vifita- 
tion.  But  this  order,  that  part  at  leaft  which  relates  to  the 
infpe6tion  of  the  cheft,  was  foon  neglefted. 

In  the  year  1768,  when  the  prefent  new  bridge  at  Briftol 
was  finifiied  and  opened  for  pafiengers,  an  account  of  the 
ceremonies  obferved  on  occafion  of  opening  the  old  bridge, 
appeared  in  one  of  the  Briftol  Journals  -,  taken,  as  it  w^as 
declared,  from  an  antient  manufcript^  Curiofity  was  na- 
turally raifed  to  know  from  whence  it  came.  At  length, 
after  much  enquiry  concerning  the  perfon  who  fent  this 
fingular  memoir  to  the  news-paper,  it  was  difcovered  that  he 

^  He  is  faid  to  have  rebailt  Weftbury  ^  The  old  bridge  was  built  about  the 

college.  Dq«1.Warwick8h.  p. 634.  edit.  year  1248.    History  of  Bristol,  MS. 

1730.    And  Atkyns,  Glocestbrsh.  p.  Archiv.  Bodl.  C.  iii.    B^  Abel  W^^tper. 
8g2.      On   his  monument    in   Raddifie-  Archdeacon  Forney,  in  the  year  179^, 

church,  he  is  twice  reprefented,  both  in  an  left  by  will  to  the  Bodleian  library,  largt 

alderman'^  and  a  pricil's  habit.     He  was  coUe^ons,  by  vaiious  hands,  relating  to 

five  times  mayor  of  Briilol.    See  Godwin's  the  hiftory  and  antiquities  of   the  dty, 

BxsH.  p.  446.  fBut  fee  edit.  fbl.  p.  467.]  church,  and  county  of  Gloocefier,  which 

^  it  IS  faid  there  were  four  chelb :  but  are  now  prcferved   there,   Archiv.  C.   ut 

this  is  a  circum fiance  of  no  confequence.  fupr.     At  the  end  of  N.  iii.  is  the  mana- 

<*  Thefe  will  be  mentioned  below.  Script  Hutory  juft  mentioned,  fuppofed 

•  See  an  inventory  of  ornaments  given,  to  have  been  compiled  by  Abel  Wantner, 

to  this  church  by  the  founder,  Jul.  4,  1 470,  of  Minchln  -  Hampton  in  Glocefierfhire^ 

formerly  kept  in  this  cheft,  and  printed  by  who  publiihed  propofals  and  fpedmcns  for 

14r.  Walpole,  Anxcd.  Paimt.  i.  p.  45.  ahitory  of  that  county,  in  &6dj« 

was 
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vas  a  youth  about  feventeen  years  qIcI,  whoie  name  was 
Chattcrton ;  and  whofe  father  had  been  fexton  of  RadclifFe 
church  for  many  years,  and  alfo  mafter  of  a  writing-fcho6l 
in  that  parifti,  of  which  the  church-wardens  were  truftees. 
The  father  however  was  now  dead  :  and  the  fon  was  at  firft 
unwilling  to  acknowledge,  from  whom,  or  by  what  means,  he 
had  procured  fo  valuable  an  original.  But  after  many  pro* 
mifes,  and  fome  threats,  he  confeffcd  that  he  received  a 
manufcript  on  parchment  containing  the  narrative  abovcr 
mentioned,  together  with  many  other  manufcripts  on  parch^ 
meint,  from  his  father ;  who  had  found  them  in  an  iron 
cheft,  the  fame  that  I  have  mentioned,  placed  in  a  room 
lituated  over  the  northern  entrance  of  the  church. 

It  appears  that  the  fj^ther  became  poffeiTed  of  thefe  manu- 
fcripts in  the  year  1748.  For  in  that  year,  he  was  permit- 
ted, by  the  church-wardens  of  RadclifFe-church,  to  take 
from  this  cheft  feveral  written  pieces  of  parchment,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  illegible  and  ufelefs,  for  the  purpofe  of  conver- 
ting them  into  covers  for  the  writing-books  of  his  fcholars. 
It  is  impoflible  to  afcertain,  what,  or  how  many,  writings 
were  deftroyed,  in  confequence  of  this  abfurd  and  unwar- 
rantable indulgence.  Our  fchool-mafter,  however,  whofe 
accomplifliments  were  much  above  his  ftation,  and  who  was 
not  totally  deftitute  of  a  tafte  for  poetry,  found,  as  it  is 
f^id,  in  this  immenfe  heap  of  obfolete  manufcripts,  many 
ppeips  written  by  Thopias  Rowlie  aboveraentioned,  prieit 
of  Saint  John's  church  in  Briftol,  and  the  confeflbr  of  al- 
derman Cannynge,  which  he  carefully  preferved.  Thefe  at 
his  death,  of  courfe  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  fon. 

Of  the  extraordinary  talents  of  this  young  man  more 
will  be  faid  hereafter.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve  at  pre- 
fent,  that  he  faw  the  merit  and  value  of  thefe  poems,  which 
he  diligently  tranfcribed.  In  the  year  1770,  he  went  to  Lon- 
don, carrying  with  him  thefe  tranfcripts,  and  many  originals, 
in  hopes  of  turning  fo  incftimable  a  treafure  to  his  great 

advantage. 
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advantage.  But  from  thcfe  flattering  expeftations,  falling  into 
a  diflipated  courfe  of  life,  which  ill  fuited  with  his  narrow 
circumfl:ances,  and  finding  that  a  writer  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guiflied  tafte  and  judgment,  Mr.  Walpole,  had  pronounced 
the  poems  to  be  fufpicious,  in  a  fit  of  tiefpair,  arifing  from 
diftrefs  and  difappointment,  he  deftroyed  all  his  papers,  and 
poifoned  himfelf.  Some  of  the  poems  however,  both  tran- 
fcripts  and  originals,  he  had  previoufly  fold,  either  to  Mr. 
•Catcott,  a  merchant  of  Briftol,  or  to  Mr.  Barrett,  an  emi- 
nent furgeon  of  the  fame  place,  and  an  ingenious  antiquary, 
with  whom  they  now  remain  *.  But  it  appears,  that  among 
ihefe  there  were  "but  very  few  of  parchment :  moft  of  the 
poems  which  they  purchafed  were  copies  in  his  own  hand. 
He  was  always  averfe  to  give  any  diftinfl  or  fatisfaflory 
account  of  what  Jie  poffeffed :  but  from  time  to  time,  as 
his  necefiities  required,  he  produced  copies  of  his  originals, 
which  were  bought  by  thefe  gentlemen.  The  originals, 
one  or  two  only  excepted,  he  chofe  to  retain  in  his  own 
{lofTeilion. 

The  chief  of  thefe  poeme  are,  The  Tragedy  of  Ella, 
The  Execution  of  fir  Charles  Bawdwin,  Ode  to  Ella, 
The  Battle  of  Hastings,  The  Tournament,  one  or  two 
J5iAL0G.UES,  and  a  Defcription  of  Cannynge's  Feast. 

The  Tragedy  of  Ella  has  fix  charafters ;  one  of  which 
is  a  lady,  named  Birtha.  It  has  a  chorus  confifting  of 
minftrels,  whofe  fongs  are  often  introduced.  Ella  was  go- 
vernor of  the  caftle  of  Briftol,  and  a  puiflant  champion 
^gainft  the  Danes,  about  the  year  920.  The  ftory  feems 
to  be  the  poet's  invention.  The  tragedy  is  opened  with 
ithe  following  foliloquy. 

^       I  Mr.  Barrett,   to  whom  I  am  greatly      mation  on  this  rubje£^,  is  now  engaged  in 
^    okliged  for  his  unreferved  and  liberal  infor-      writing  the  Antiquities  of  Bristol. 

Celmonde 
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Celmonde  atte  Bry/lowe. 

Befbre  yonne  roddie  fonnc  has  droove  hys  wayne 
Through  half  hys  joornie,  dyghte  yn  gitcs  of  gowlde, 
Mec^  haplefs  mee,  he  wylle  a  wretch  behowlde, 

Myfelfe,   and  alle  thatts  myne,   bounde  yn  Myfchaunche*s 
chayne ! 
Ah  Byrtha,  whie  dydde  nature  frame  thee  fayre, 
Whie  art  thou  alle  that  poyntelle  *  canne  bewreene  ? 
Whie  art  thou  notte  as  coarfe  as  odhers  are  ?. 
Botte  thenne  thie  foughle  *  woulde  throwe  thie  vyfage 

fheene, 
Yatte."  fhemres  *  onne  thie  comlie  femlykecne* 
Or  fcarlette  with  waylde  lynnen  clothe  \ 
Lyke  would  thie  fprite  ^  [fhine]  upon  thie  vyfage : 
This  daie  brave  Ella  dothe  thyne  hondc  and  harte 

Clay  me  as  hys  owne  to  bee,  whychenee '  from  hys  mofte  parte. 
And  cann  I  lynne  to  fee  herre  with  anere  "^  ? 
Ytte  cannotte,  muft  notte,  naie  ytte  fhall  notte*  bee  ! 
Thys  nyght  Tile  putt  ftrong  poyfonne  yn  the  beere. 
And  hymme,  herre,  and  myfelfe  attones'  wylle  flea. 
Aflyft,  me  hellc,  lette  devylles  rounde  me  tende. 

To  flea  myfelfe,  my  love,  and  eke  my  doughbtie  fricnde! 

The  following  beautiful  defcriptions  of  Spring,  Autum>%, 
and  Morning,  are  fuppofed  to  l)e  fung  in  the  tragedy,  by 
the  chorus  of  minftrels. 

Spring. 

The  boddyng  flowrettes  bloflies  at  the  lyhte, 

The  mees  be  fpringede '  with  the  yellowe  hue, 

Yn  daifeyed  mantells  ys  the  monntayne  dyghte. 

The  neflie  '  younge  cowflepe  bendethe  wythe  the  dewe ; 

^  Pencil.  i  ScuL  ^  That.  •  Soul.,  f  Nrver.  ^ 

^  Glimmers.  ™  Seem!iiti/s,     Beauty.  <  Another,  '  At  once. 

^  Perhaps  wc  fhould  read,  »  The  meadows  are  fprinklcd,.  &c^ 

Ox  fcarlette  vailed  with  a  lioaen  clothe*  ^  Tender 

The: 
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The  trees  enleafede,  into  heaven  ftraught ', 
Whanne  gentle  wyndes  doe  blowe,  to  wheftlynge  dynne  ys  •" 
brought. 
The  evenynge  commes,  and  brynges  the  dewe  alofige. 
The  rodie  welkynne  (heeneth  toe  the  eyne, 
Arounde  the  aleftake  '  mynftrelles  fynge  the  fonge, 
Yonge  ivie  rounde  the  doore-poft  doth  entwyne ; 
I  laie  mee  on  the  grafle  :  yette  to  mie  wylle^ 
Aibeytte  alle  ys  fayre^  theere  lackethe  fommethynge  ftylle. 

Autumn. 

Whanne  Autumne,  blake^  and  ibnne-brente  doe  appere, 
Wythe  hys  goulde  honde,  guylteynge  the  falleynge  lefe, 
Bryngeynge  oppe  Wynterre  to  folfylle  the  yere, 
Beereynge  uponne  hys  backe  the  riped  (hefe; 
Whanne  alle  the  hyils  wythe  woddie  feede  is  whyte, 

Whanne  levynne  fyres,   ande  lemes^  do  mete  fromme  farr 
the  fyghte  : 
Whanne  the  fayre  apple,  rudde  as  even  (kic. 
Doe  bende  the  tree  untoe  the  fruftyle  grounde, 
Whanne  joicie  peres,  and  berryes  of  blacke  die, 
Doe  daunce  ynne  ayre,  and  calle  the  eyne  arounde : 
Thanne,  bee  the  even  fowle,  or  even  fayre, 

Meethynckes  mie  hartys  joie  ys  Aeyned  withe  fomme  care. 

Mornin6. 

Bryghte  fonne  han  ynne  hys  roddie  robes  byn  dyghte. 
Fro  the  redde  eafte  hee  flytted  wythe  hys  trayne ; 
The  howers  drawe  awaie  the  geete  of  nyghtc, 
Herre  fable  tapiftrie  was  rente  ynne  twayne : 


■  Stretching.    Stretched.  Wordes  Host.  v.  1835.   Urr.  p.  131. 

^  i.  e.  Are.  And  in  the  Ship  of  Fooles,  fol.  9.  a. 

'  A  fign-poft  before  an  alehoole.     In  edit.  1570. 
•Chaucer,  the  Hosts  fays, 

--  r-     J  t     />  n  r  By  the  aU'ftale  knowe  we  the  alchoufe, 

^Z''A^i:i't:tJ±^.,.  And  cveri/innc  i.  knowen  by  the  figne. 


I  wol  both  drinke,  and  etin  of  a  cake. 


The 
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The  dauncynge  ftreakes  bcdeckedd  hcavenne's  playne. 
And  onne  the  dewe  dydd  fmyle  wythc  (hemrynge  ^  eie, 
Lyche  gottes  •  of  blodde  whychc  doe  blacke  armoure  fleyne, 
Sheenynge  uponne  the  borne  whyche  flondethe  bye  :— 
The  fouldyerrs  ftoode  uponne  the  hyllis  fyde, 
Lyche  yonge  enlefed  trees  whych  ynne  a  forrefte  byde  *. 

But  the  following  ode,  belonging  to  the  fame  tragedy, 
has  mu«h  more  of  the  choral  or  lyric  ftrain. 

I. 

O !  fynge  unto  mie  roundelaic, 
O !  drop  the  bryny  tear  with  me, 
Daunce  ne  moe  atte  hallie  day, 
Lyke  a  running  river  bee. 

My  love  is  dedde. 

Gone  to  his  death  bedde, 

Al  under  the  willowc  tree. 

II. 

Blacke  his  cryne  ^  as  the  wyntere  night, 
Whyte  his  rode  *  as  fummer  fnowe, 
Rodde  his  face  as  morning  lyght. 
Cold  he  lies  in  the  grave  below. 
My  love  is  dedde,  &c. 


y  GlixTunering.  Swift  fleis  the  hower  that  will  bryngc  outp 
*  Drops.  the  daie, 

»  There  is  a  defcription^of  morning  in  The  fofte  dewe  falleth  onne  the  greeynge 
another  part  of  the  tragedy.  graile  ; 

The  flicpfter  mayden  dyghtyngc  her  arraie^ 

The  momynge  gynes  alonge  the  eaft  to  Scante  fees  her  vyfage  ynne  the  wavie  glaffe : 

Iheenc,  By  the  fulle  daylight  wee  fcalle  Ella  fee, 

Darkling  the  lyghte  does  on  the  waters  plaie;  Or  Bristowe's  walled  towne.    Damoy. 
The  feynte  rodde   beam  flowe  creepethc  feUe  followe  mce. 

over  the  lecne. 
To  chafe  the  morkyneffe  of  nyghte  awaie.  *  Hair,  *  Neck. 

Vol.  IL  U  III.  Swet<f 
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UI. 

Swote  his  tounge  as  the  throftle's  note, 
Quycke  in  daunce  as  thought  can  be. 
Deft  his  tabor,  codgcllc  ftote. 
Oh !  he  lies  by  the  willowe  tree. 
My  love  is  dedde,  6cc. 

IV. 
Hark  !  the  raven  flaps  his  wynge. 
In  the  brier'd  delle  belowe  j 
Hark !  the  dethe  owl  loud  doth  fing 
To  the  night  mares  as  they  go. 
My  love  is  dedde,  &c. 

V. 

See  the  white  moon  (heenes  on  hie  ! 
Whyter  is  my  true  love's  fhrowde, 
Whyter  than  the  morning  fkie, 
Whyter  than  the  evening  cloud. 
My  love  is  dedde,  &c. 

VI. 

Here  upon  my  true  love's  grave 
Shall  the  garen  *  fleurs  be  layde : 
Ne  one  hallie  faynte  to  fave 
Al  the  celnefs  of  a  mayde. 
My  love  is  dedde,  &c. 

VII. 

With  my  hondes  I'll  dente  •  the  brieres^ 
Round  his  hallie  corfe  to  gre ', 
Ouphante '  faeries,  light  your  fyres. 
Here  my  bodie  flill  fhall  bee. 
My  love  is  dedde,  &c. 

'  Bright*       *  Indna.    Bend  into  the  gxoond.       '  Grow.       *  Oophan.    Elphin. 

VIII.  Come 
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VIII. 

Come  with  acome-cup,  and  thornc, 
Drain  mie  harty's  blodde  awaie : 
Lyfe  and  all  its  goodes  I  fcorne, 
Daunce  by  night,  or  feaft  by  day. 
My  love  is  dedde,  &c. 

IX. 

Watcre  wytches  crownde  with  reytcs  ^ 
Bere  me  to  your  lethale  tydc; 
I  die — ^I  come— My  true  love  waytes ! 
Thos  the.damfelle  fpake,  and  dy'd. 

According  to  the  date  affigned  to  this  tragedy,  it  is  the 
firfl  drama  extant  in  our  language*  In  an  Epiftle  prefixed 
to  his  patron  Cannynge,  the  author  thus  cenfures  the  mys- 
teries, or  religious  interludes,  which  were  the  only  plays 
then  exifting. 

Plaies  made  from  hallie  ^  tales  I  hold  unmete^ 
Let  fome  great  Jlory  of  a  man  be  fonge ; 
Whanne,  as  a  man,  we  Godde  and  Jefus  trete, 
Ynne  mie  poore  mynde  we  doe  the  godhead  wronge. 

The  Ode  to  Ella  is  faid  to  have  been  fent  by  Rowlie  ia 
the  year  1468,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  poetical  abilities,  to  his 
Ultimate  friend  and  cotemporary  Lydgate,  who  had  chal- 
lenged him  to  write  verfes.  The  fubjeft  is  a  viftory  ob- 
tained by  EU^  over  the  Danes,  at  Watchett  near  Briftol "".  I 
will  give  this  piece  at  length, 

^  Reeds.  That  thou,  and  I  a  bowtynge  matche  mvflt 

*  Holy*  have; 

^  With  this  addiefs  to  Lydgate  prefixed.      Lett  ytt  ne  breakynge  of  oulde  ftiendihippa 

^'"  *S«  n2  ^''"'  ^^'  ^  ""*'      Thys  yi*; oaelic .lUboonc I  emre. 


U  z  Remember 
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SONGE  TO  AeLLE  LORDE  OP  THE  CASTLE  OF  BrISTOWB 

ynm  daies  of  yore. 

Oh !  thou  (orr  whatt  remayncs  of  thee) 

Ealle  the  darlynge  of  futuritie ! 
Lette  thys  mie  fonge  bolde  as  thie  courage  bee. 

As  everlaftyngc  to  pofteritie ! 
Whanne  Dacya's  fonnes,  whofe  hayres  of  bloudc  redde  hue, 
Lyche  kynge  cuppes  braftynge  wythe  the  mornynge  due, 

Arraung'd  ynn  dreare  arraie, 

Uppone  the  lethale  dale, 
Spredde  farr  and  wyde  onn  Watchctt's  fliore : 

Thenn  dyddft  thou  furyoufe  ftonde. 

And  bic  thit  brondeous  honde 
fiedj^rttigcdd  all  the  mees  with  gore. 

Drawtte  bie  thyne  atilace  fellc ', 
Downe  to  the  depthe  of  helle, 
Thoufandes  of  Dacyanns  wentej 
Bfyftowannes  menne  of  myghte, 
Ydar'd  the  bloudie  fyghte, 
And  aftedd  deedes  full  quente. 

Remember  Stowe,  the  Bryghtftowe  Car-  Turgotns,  who  both  lived  in  Norman  tjmts. 

malytey  The  htter,  indeed,  may  in  (bme  nmfore 

^^Oy  when  John  Olackynge,  one  of  mycklb  be  faid  to  have  flourifhed  in  that  era,  for 

Idre,  he  died  biihop  of  Saint  AndfewB  in  inc. 

Dydd  throwe  hys  gauntlette  penne  wythe  But  he  is  oddly  coupled  wtdi  Chaucer  in 

hyA  to  wryte,  another  refpeft,  for  he  wrote  only  fomc 

He  ikeivde  fmalle  wytce,  and  ihewde  hit  Latin  chronicles.     Beid&»  Lvd^te  moft 

weakneiTe  more.  have  been  fufiiciencly  acquainted  with  Chau- 

,  Thys  yi  mie  'formance,  whiche  I  now  have  cer*s  age ;  for  he  was  living,  and  a  young 

wrytte,  man,   when   Chaucer  died.     The  writer 

The  beft  performance  of  mie  lyttel  wytte.  alfo  mentions  Stone,    the  Carmelite,    as 

J/^  fhould  be  Sune,  ,  CarmeUte  friar  of  ^'^  with  Chaucer  and  Turgotu, :  where- 

Braiol,  edac«ed  at  Cambridge,  and  a  fa-  ^.  ^  T  ^  ^1a!a  TTnT    ^*'* 

'^t.^^r:Z^^'^''^     -<^-^'y  P-vc  thi.  UtUe  piece  a  S^. 
writer,  freely  owning  his  inreriOrity,  de-  *  Sword. 

daicst  that  Rowlie  rivals  Chaucer  and 

Oh! 
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Oh  !  thou,  where'er  (thie  bones  att  refte) 

Thie  fpryte  to  haunt  delyghteth  befte, 
Whytherr  upponn  the  bloude-cmbrewedd  pleyne^ 

Orr  whare  thou  kennft  fromme  farre 

The  dyfmalle  crie  of  warre, 
Orr  feefte  fomme  mountayne  made  of  corfe  of  (leyne : 

Orr  feefte  the  harnefsd  fteede, 

Yprauncynge  o'er  the  meede. 
And  neighe  to  bee  amonge  the  poynftedd  fpeeres ; 

Orr  ynn  blacke  armoure  ftaulke  arounde 

Embatteird  Bryftowe,  once  thie  groundc^ 
And  glowe  ardorous  onn  the  caftell  fteeres : 

Orr  fierie  rounde  the  mynfter "  glare  t 

Lette  Bryftowe  ftylle  bee  made  thie  care, 
Guarde  ytte  fromme  foemenne  and  confumynge  fyre^ 

Lyche  Avone  ftreme  enfyrke  ytt  rounde ; 

Ne  lett  a  flame  enharme  the  groimde, 
Tyil  ynne  one  flame  ail  the  whole  worlde  expyres. 

The  Battle  of  Hastings  is  called  a  tranflation  front 
the  Saxon :  and  contains  a  minute  defcription  of  the  perfons,. 
arms,  and  charafters  of  many  of  the  chiefs,  who  fought  ia 
that  important  a£lion.  In  this  poem,  Stonehenge  is  defcribed 
as  a  Druidical  temple. 

The  poem  called  the  Tournament,  is  dramatically  con- 
duced, among  others,  by  the  charaftcrs  of  a  herald, 
a  knight,  a  minftrel,  and  a  king,  who  are  introduced 
fpeaking. 

The  following  piece  is  a  defcription  of  an  alderman's 
feaft  at  Briftol  5  or,  as  it  is  entitled,  Accounte  of  W. 
Cannynge's  Feast. 

'^  The  monaftcjy*    Now  the  cathedral. 

ThoroMtc 
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Thorowe  the  hall  the  belle  han  founde, 
Byalccoyle  "  doe  the  grave  befeeme ; 
The  ealdettnenne  doe  fytte  arounde^ 
And  fnofFelle  *  opp  the  cheorte  fteeme. 
Lyke  affes  wylde  in  deferte  wafte 
Swotely  the  momeynge  doe  tafte, 
Syke  kene  thei  ate  :  the  mynftrells  plaie. 
The  dynne  of  angelles  doe  thei  kepe : 
Thei  ftylle  ' :  the  gueftcs  ha  ne  to  faie. 
But  nodde  ther  thankes,  and  falle  afleepe. 
Thos  echeone  daie  bee  I  to  deene  % 
GyfF '  Rowley,  Ifchamm,  or  Tybb  Gorges,  be  ne  feen. 

But  a  dialogue  between  two  ladies,  whofe  knights,  or 
hufbands,  ferved  in  the  wars  between  York  and  Lancafter, 
and  were  now  fighting  at  the  battle  of  Saint  Albans,  will 
be  more  interefting  to  many  readers.  This  battle  happened 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fifth,  about  the  year  1471. 

El  IN  OUR  and  Juga. 

Anne  Ruddebome  ^  bank  twa  pynynge  maydens  fate, 
Theire  teares  fafte  dryppeynge  to  the  waterre  cleere ; 
Echone  bementynge  *  for  her  abfente  mate. 
Who  atte  Seynfte  Albonns  fhouke  the  morthynge '  fpeare. 
The  nottebrowne  EUynor  to  Juga  fayre, 
Dydde  fpeke  acroole ",  with  languyftimente  of  eyne, 
Lyke  xk-oppes  of  pearlie  dewe,  lemed  "  the  quyvrynge  brine. 

*  Bellaccotle.  Aperrona|;eiiiChaa-  '  Rudbom,  in  Saxon,  red-water,  a  river 
car's  Rom*  R.   v.  .2084.  &c.  1.  e.  Ki  np       near  Saint  Albans. 

Wej,come.    From  the  Fr.  BilaccmL  *  Lamenting. 

•  Snuff  uf,  *  Murdering. 
P  The  minftrels  ccafe.  "  Faintly. 

^  Dine.  '  If.  '^  Gliftened. 

ElINOUR, 
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Elinour. 

O  gentle  Juga  !  hear  mie  dernie  *  plainte, 
To  fyghte  for  Yorke  mie  love  is  dyght  ^  in  ftele ; 
O  mai  ne  fanguen  fteine  the  whyte  rofe  peynfte, 
Maie  good  Seynfte  Cuthberte  watch  fyrre  Robynne  wele ! 
Moke  moe  thanne  death  in  phantalie  I  feelle  j 
See !  fee !  upon  the  grounde  he  bleedynge  lies  ! 
Inhild*  fbme  jpice*  of  life,  or  elfe  my  deare  love  dies* 

JUGA.- 

Syfters  in  forrowe  on  thys  daife  ey'd  banke, 
Where  melancholych  broods,  we  wylle  lamente  : 
Be  wette  with  mornynge  dewe  and  evene  dankc ; 
Lyche  levynde  *  okes  in  eche  the  oder  bente  : 
Or  lyke  forletten  ^  halles  of  merriemente, 
Whofe  gaftlie  *  nitches  holde  the  traine  of  fryghte  *, 
Where  lethale  '  ravens  bark,  and  owlets  wake  the  nyghte* 

No  mo  the  milkynette  *  fhalle  wake  the  mome, 
The-minftrelle  daunce,  good  cheere,  and  morryce  plaie; 
No  mo  the  amblynge  palfrie  and  the  home. 
Shall  from  the  leffel "  rouze  the  foxe  awaie  : 
111  feke  the  forefte  alle  the  lyve-longe  daie : 
Alle  nete  amcnge  the  gravde  cherche '  glebe  wyll  goc. 
And  to  the  paflante  fpryghtes  lefture  ^  mie  tale  of  woc^ 

Whan'mokie '  cloudes  do  hange  upon  the  leme 
Of  leden  "  moon,  ynn  fylvcr  mantels  dyghte  r 
The  tryppeynge  faeries  weve  the  golden  dreme 


*  Sad  complaint.  '  Deadly,  or  death-boding, 
y  Arraved,  or  caTed.  s  A  fmall  bagpipe. 

'  Infiiie.  >*  In  a  confined  lenfe,  a  bufli  or  hedge^ 

*  Juice.  though  fometimes  nfed  as  a  foreft.. 
»•  Blafted.  *  Churoh-yard,  full  of  gravci. 
«  Forfaken^  *  Relate. 

<*  Ruins.  I  Black. 

«  Fear.  ■  Dccrcafing* 

Of 
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Of  fclyncfs  %  whyche  flyethe  with  the  nyghte  ; 
Thenne  (but  the  feynftes  forbydde)  gif  to  a  fpryghte 
Syrrc  Rychardes  forme  is  lypcd  j  I'll  holde  dyftraughte  . 
Hys  bledeynge  clai-colde  corfe,  and  die  eche  daic  yn  thoughtc. 

Elinour. 

Ah,  woe-hcmentynge  wordes  ;  what  wordes  can  fliowe ! 
Thou  limed  *  river,  on'thie  linche'  mai  bleede 
Champyons,  whofe  bloude  wylle  wythe  thie  waterres  flowe. 
And  Rudborne  ftrecme  be  rudbome  ftrecme  indecde  ! 
Hafte  gentle  Juga,  trippe  ytte  o'ere  the  meade 
To  know  or  wheder  wee  mufte  waile  agayne. 
Or  whythe  oure  fallen  knyghte  be  menged  onne  the  plain. 

So  faieing,  lyke  twa  levyn-blafted  trees, 
Or  twain  of  cloudes  that  holdeth  ftormie  raine» 
Theie  moved  gentle  o'erc  the  dewc  mces  ' ;      . 
To  where  .Seynfte  Albon's  holic  fhrynes  remayne« 
There  dyd  theye  finde  that  bothe  their  knyghtes  were  (leyne  2 
Diftraughte  ',  theie  wandered  to  fwollen  Rudbome's  fyde. 
Yelled  theyre  leathalle  knelle>  fonke  in  the  waves  and  dyde. 

In  a  DiALOCUEi  or  Eclogue^  fpoken  by  two  ladies^  are 
thefe  lines. 

Sprytes  of  the  blafte,  the  pious  Nygelle  feddc, 
Powre  oute  your  pleafaunce  on  mie  fadres  hedde. 

Richard  of  lyonn's  harte  to  fyghte  is  gonne, 

Uppon  the  broad  fea  doe  the  banners  gleme  j 

The  aminufedd  natyons  be  aftonn 

To  ken  fyke  •  large  a  flete,  fyke  fyne,  fyke  breme  *: 


«  Happinefs. Chaacer^TR. Cllii. lii; 8 1 5.  '  Diilra6ted. 

•»  Gla/Ty.  'So. 

#  Bank.  «  Fierce. 
4  Meads. 

The 
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The  barkis  hcofods  coupe  the  lymed  ""  ftreme  : 
Oundes  "^  fynkyng  oundes  uppon  the  hard  ake  *  rife  j 
The  waters  flughomes  wyth  a  fwoty  cleme 
Contekc  ^  the  dynninge  *  ayre,  and  reche  *  the  (kies. 
Spfytes  of  the  blafte,  on  gouldenn  trones  aftedde  \ 
Powre  oute  your  pleafaunce  on  mie  fadres  hedde ! 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  none  of  thefe  pieces  are  genuine. 
The  Execution  of  Sir  Charles  Baudwin  is  now  allowed 
to  be  modem,  even  by  thofe  who  maintsdn  all  the  other 
poems  to  be  antient^  The  Ode  to  Ella,  and  the  Epis- 
tle to  Lydgate,  with  his  Answer,  were  written  on  one 
piece  of  parchment;  and,  as  pretended,  in  Rowlie's  own 
hand.  This  was  (hewn  to  an  ingenious  critic  and  intelli* 
gent  antiquary  of  my  acquaintance ;  who  aiTures  me,  that 
.the  writing  was  a  grofs  and  palpable  forgery.  It  was  not 
even  ikilfuUy  counterfeited.  The  form  of  the  letters,  al- 
though artfully  contrived  to  wear  an  antiquated  appearance, 
differed  very  eifentially  from  every  one  of  our  early  alpha- 
bets. Nor  were  the  characters  uniform  and  confiftent: 
part  of  the  fame  manufcript  exhibiting  fome  letters  (haped 

"  Poliihed.    Bright.  in  one  of  Rowlie's  maniifcripts,  called  the 

^  Waters.  Yellow  Roll,  perhaps  the  fiune,  found 

'  Oak.    Shi^.  in  Cannvnge's  cheft,  but  now  loft.    See 

y  Contend  with.  Stowe's  Ch kon.  by  Howet^ edit.  fol.  1615. 

*  Noify.  p.  406.  col*  2.    And  Speed's,  p.  669.  col. 

*  Reach*  2,  edit.  1611.  Stowe  fays,  that  Idng  Ed- 
^  Seated.  ward  the  fourth  was  at  Briftol,  on  a  pro- 
^  It  contains  98  ftanxas,  and  was  printed      grefs  through  England,  in  the  har<vtft  fea- 

at  London,  in  the  year  1772.410.   Iamt^d»  fon  of  the  year  1462.     And  that  he  was 

that  in  the  abovementioned  cheft,  belonging  mofi  royally  recei*vtd.     Ibid.  p.  416.  col.  2. 

to  Radcliffe-church,  an  antient  Record  was  Cannynge  was  then  mayor  of  Briftol.     Sir 

difcovered,  containing  the  expences  for  Ed-  Charles  Baldwin  is  faid  to  have  been  exe- 

ward  the  fourth  to  fee  the  execution  of  iir  cuted  at  Briftol,  in  the  prefence  of  Edward 

Charles  Baldwin  ;  with  a  defcription  of  a  the  fourth,  in  the  yrar  1463.  MS.  Wantn. 

canopy  under  which  the  king  fate  at  this  Bibl.  Bodl.  ut  fupr.     The  fame  king  was 

execution.     This   Reeord  feems  to   have  at  Briftol,  and  looged  in  faint  Auguitine's 

given  rife  to  the  poem.     A  bond  which  fir  abbey,  in  £472,  when  he  received  a  large 

Charles  Baldwin  eave  to  king  Henry  the  gratuity  from  the  citizens  for  cari^'ine  on 

iixth,  I  fu^pofe  aooat  ieizing  the  earl  of  die  war  agatnft  France.  Wantner,  ibid! 
Warwick,  is  faid  to  have  bem  mentioned 

X  according 
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commends  some  great  story  of  human  manners,  as 
moft  fttitable  for  theatrical  reprefentation.  But  this  idea 
is  the  refult  of  that  tafte  and  difcrimination,  which  could 
only  belong  to  a  more  advanced  period  of  fociety  *. 

But,  above  all,  the  caft  of  thought,  the  complexion  of 
-<hc  fentiments,  and  the  ftrufturc  of  the  composition,  evi- 
dently  prove  thefe  pieces  not  antient.  The  Ode  to  Ella, 
for  inllance,  has  exaftly  the  air  of  modern  poetry;  fuch, 
I  mean,  as  is  written  at  this  day,  only  difguifed  with  an- 
tique fpelling  and  phrafcology.  That  Rowlie  was  an  ac- 
complifhed  literary  character,  a  fcholar,  an  hiftorian,  and 
an  antiquarian,  if  contended  for,  I  will  not  deny  ^  Nor  is 
it  impoflible  that  he  might  write  Englifh  poetry.  But  that 
he  is  the  writer  of  the  poems  which  I  have  here  cited,  and 


*  It  would  be  tedious  and  trifling  to  de- 
fceod  to  miauce  pamculan.  But  I  will 
mention  one  or  two.  In  the  Ode  to 
Ella,  tie  poet  fuppofes,  that  the  fpeftre 
of  Ella  fometimet  appears  in  the  mjnfier^ 
that  ii  Briilol-cathedral.  But  when  Rowlie 
if  foppoM  to  have  lived,  the  prefent  ca- 
thedral of  Briftol  was  nothing  more  than 
an  AugufHne  monaftery,  in  which  Henry 
the  ei^th  eftabHihed  long  afterwards  a  bi- 
ihop,  and  a  dean  and  duster,  in  the  year 
1542.  Minfter  is  a  word  sJmoft  appro- 
priated to  Cathedrals :  and  I  will  venture 
to  fay,  that  the  church  of  this  monaftery, 
before  the  prefent  foundation  took  place, 
never  was  called  Brift^l'minfter^  or  The  mm" 
fter.  The  inattention  to  this  drcnmftance^ 
has  produced  another  unfortunate  anachro- 
nifm  in  fome  of  Rowlie's  papers*  Where, 
in  his  panegyric  on  Cannynge  he  fays, 
*<  Hie  favouryce  of  godde,  the  fryende  of 
*'  thech)Tche,  the  companyonne  of  kynges, 
''  and  the  ^re  of  hys  natyve  citib,  the 
'<  grete  and  good  Wyllyamme  Canynge.*' 
Bnftol  was  never  ftyled  a  City  till  the 
treAion  of  its  biihoprick  in  1 542.  ,  See 
Willis's  NoTiT.  Parliaiibnt.  p.  45* 
Ixmd.  1 750.  See  alfo  king  Henry's  Patent 
lor  creatine  the  biihoprick  of  BriAol,  in  Ry- 
mer,  dat.  Jun.  4.  A.  b.  1542.  An.  leg.  {^ 


Where  de  king  orders,  «  Ac  quod  toea 
<<  VilU  noftra  BriAollisB  txmmmt  et  diimeps 
**  imperpetuum  fit  Ciwtast  ipfiunque  Ct* 
**  viTATBM  BaisTOLLiA  appellari  ct 
"  nominari,  volumus  et  decemimus.  Sec.** 
FoED.  torn.  XV.  p.  749.  Briftol  was  ^rv- 
elaimid  a  ciTT,  an.  3$  Henr.  viii.  MS. 
Wantner,  uc  fupr.  In  wmch  manufcript,  to 
that  period  it  is  conftantly  called  a  town. 

The  defcription  of  Cannynge's  feaft,  ii 
called  an  Accountb  of  Cannynob's 
PBAST.  I  do  not  think,  that  fo  early  as 
the  year  1470,  the  word  Acfumu  had  loft 
its  literal  and  original  fenfe  of  a  eomputms^ 
or  eomfatatiMf  and  was  ufed  in  a  loofer 
acceptation  for  narrative  or  ifitaiL  Nor 
had  it  even  then  loft  its  true  fpelling  ac- 
cmapt^  in  which  its  proper  and  primary  fig^ 
nification  is  preferved  and  imphed. 

'  He  is  alfo  faid  to  have  oeen  an  emi- 
nent mechanic  and  mathematician*  I  am 
informed,  that  one  of  Rowlie's  manufcripts 
difcovered  in  Cannynge's  iron  cheft,  was 
a  plan  for  fupporting  tht  tower  of  the  Tenii- 
ple-church  m  Briftol,  which  had  greatly 
declined  from  its  perpendicular,  ht  a  late 
reparation  of  that  church,  fome  fubtemr 
neous  works  were  found,  minutely  correir 
ponding  with  this  manufaipt. 

if^ich 
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which  have  been  fo  confidently  afcribed  to  him,  I  am  n<A' 
yet  convinced. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  thefe  poema 
were  compofed  by  the  fon  of  the  fchool-mafter  before  men- 
tioned ;  who  inherited  the  ineflimable  treafures  of  Cannynge'ft 
cheft  in  RadclifFe-church,  as  I  have  already  related  at  large. 
This  youth,  who  died  at  eighteen,  was  a  prodigy  of  genius : 
and  would  have  proved  the  firfl:  of  Englifh  poets,  had  he 
reached  a  maturer  age.  From  his  childhood,  he  was  fond 
of  reading  and  writing  verfes:  and  fome  of  hia  early  com-- 
poiitions,  which  he  wrote  without  any  defign  to  deceive, 
have  been  judged  to  be  mofl:  aftonifhing  productions  by  the 
firft  critic  of  the  prefent  age.  From  his  iituation  and  con- 
nections, he  became  a  fkilful  praCtitioner  in  various  kinds  of 
hand-writing.  Availing  himfelf  therefore  of  his  poetical 
talent^  and  his  facility  in  the  graphic  art,  to  a  mifcellany  of 
cbfcure  and  neglected  parchments^  which  were  commo* 
dioufly  placed  in  his  own  poiTeffion,  he  was  tempted  to  add 
others  of  a  more  interefting  nature,  and  fuch  as  he  was 
enabled  to  forge,  under  thefe  circumftances,  without  the 
fear  of  detedtion.  As  to  his  knowledge  of  the  old  Englifh 
literature,  which  is  rarely  the  fludy  of  a  young  poet„  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  obfolete  words  and  phrafes  were  readily  at- 
tainable from  the  gloflary  to  Chaucer^  and  to  Percy's  Ballads^ 
It  is  confefTed,  that  this  youth  wrote  the  Execution  of  sir 
Charles  Bawdwin  :  and  he  who  could  forge  that  poem„ 
might  eafily  forge  all  the  reft. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  will  allow,  that  fbme  pieces  oi 
poetry  written  hy  Rowlie  might  have  been  preferved  ii> 
Cannynge's  cheft :  and  that  thefe  were  enlargjsd  and  improved  , 
by  young  Chatterton.  But  if  this  was  the  eafc>  they  were  fa 
much  altered  as  to  become  entirely  new  compofitions..  The 
poem  which  bids  the  faireft  to  be  one  of  thefe  originals  i& 
Cannynge's  Feast.  But  the  parchment-^manufcript  of  thia 
little  poem  has  already  been  proved  to  be  a  forgery.    A  cir- 

cumftance: 
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cmmftance  which  it  perhaps  alone  fufficient  to  make  us 
fufpeft  that  no  originals  ever  exifted. 

It  will  be  alked,  for  what  end  or  purpofe  did  he  contrive 
fuch  an  impofture  ?  I  anfwer,  from  lucrative  views  j  or 
perhaps  (torn  the  pleafnre  of  deceiving  the  worlds  a  motive 
which,  in  many  minds,  operates  more  powerfully  than  the 
hopes  of  gain.  He  probably  promifed  himfelf  greater  emo* 
luments  from  this  indiredl  mode  of  exercifing  his  abilities : 
or,  he  might  have  facrificed  even  the  vanity  of  appearing  in 
the  character  of  an  applauded  original  author,  to  the  private 
^oyment  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  invention  and  dexterity. 

I  have  obferved  above,  that  Cannynge  ordered  his  iroa 
cheft  in  Radclifle-^charch  to  be  folemnly  vifited  once  in  every 
year,  and  that  an  annual  entertainment  fhould  be  provided 
i^r  the  viiitors.  In  the  notices  relating  to  this  matter» 
which  ibme  of  the  chief  patrons  of  Rowlie's  poetry  have 
lately  fent  me  from  Briftd,  it  is  affirmed,  that  this  order  is 
contained  in  Cannynge's  will :  and  that  he  fpecifies  therein, 
diat  not  only  his  manuicript  evidences  abovementioned^  but 
thfift  the  PO£MS  of  Hts  confessor  Rowlie,  which  likcwife 
he  had  depofited  in  the  afordaid  irom  cheft,  were  alfo  to  be 
fubmitted  to  this  annual  infpe£tion«  This  circumftance  at 
fifit  (Irongly  inclined  me  to  think  favourably  of  the  authen- 
ticity of  thefe  pieces.  At  leaft  it  proved,  that  Rowlie  had 
kft  fome  performances  in  verfe.  But  on  examining  Can* 
nynge*s  will,  no  fuch  <»:der  appears.  All  hi^  bequefts  re- 
lating to  RadclifFe-church,  of  every  kind,  are  the  following. 
He  leaves  l^acies  to  the  vicar,  and  the  three  cletks»  of 
the  faid  church:  to  the  two  chantry-priefts,  or  chaplains, 
of  his  foundation :  to  .the  keeper  of  the  pyxis  oblatio- 
NtjM>  in  the  north^docM- :  and  to  the  fraternity  CMme-^ 
nmruciom  msrHrtm.  AUb  yeftments  to  the  altiars  of  faint 
Catharitie,  and  feint  Geoi^.  He  mentiona  his  tomb  built 
near  the  attar  of  £unt  Catharine,  where  his  late  wife  ia  in- 
tencd.    He  fpws  ^ugaeHtitioas  to  the  endowment  of  his 

two 
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two  chantries  %  at  the  altars  of  iaint  Catharine  and  faint 
Geoige,  abovenientioned.  To  the  choir^  he  leaves  two  fer- 
vice-books,  called  Liggers^  to  be  u&d  there,  on  either  fide, 
by  his  two  chantry-priefts.  He  diredls,  that  his  funeral 
fliall  be  celebrated  in  the  (aid  church  with  a  month's  mind^ 
and  the  ufual  folemnities  ^. 

Very  few  anecdotes  of  Rowlie's  life  have  deicended  to 
pofterity.  The  following  Memoirs  of  his  life  are  &id  to 
have  been  written  by  himielf  in  the  year  14.60,  and  to  have 
been  diicovered  with  his  poetry :  which  perhaps  to  many 
readers  will  appear  equally  fpurious. 

"^^  I  was  fadre  confeflbur  to  mafteres  Roberte  and  mailre 
William  Cannings.  Maftre  Roberte  was  a  man  after  his 
fadre*8  own  harte,  greedie  of  gaynes  and  fparying  of  akm 
deedes ;  but  mafter  William  was  mickk  courteous,  and  gave 
me  many  marks  in  my  needs.  At  the  age  of  twenty-4wo 
years  d^ceasd  mailer  Roberte,  and  by  mafter  William's  de* 


t  CMipare  "WSlisy  Mitr.  Abb.  ii.  88« 
**  This  will  is  in  Latin,  dated  Nov.  i  a. 
1474.  Froved  Nov.  29.  It  was  made  in 
Weflbary  coflcge.  Car.  Prsrofj.  Cant.  JKc- 
nfb-.  Watt  IS,  quatern.  xvu.  fol.  1:^5. 
Befide  the  liequefb  mentioned  in  the  text, 
lie  leaves  lesades  to  all  the  caaons,  the 
chaplains  and  deacons,  aad  the  twelve  dio- 
iifters,  of  Weftbury  college.  To  the  ^x 
prieib,  fix  almfmen  and  fix  almfwomen, 
founded  in  the  new  chapel  at  Weftbuiy  by 
Oaipcnter,  <fainiop  of  WorGetker.  xomay 
eftneiervaaifes  of  theiaid  coUege.  To  ihie 
Mirk  of  die  diorch  of  that  coltege»  xIj. 
To  reboildiiig  the  tower  of  the  chorch  of 
Compton  Graynefield,  xl/.  He  alfo  makes 
bequefts  to  his  afanfhonfes  at  BriftoU  and 
to  the  corporation  of  that  town.  He  re- 
mombers  tome  of  the  veligioas  fbondations, 
chiefly  the  mendicants,  at  SiifloL  He 
fllyles  himielf,  nupfr  ptercmtor  tnlLt  Briftoll^ 
«/  mtnc  decauus  celUni  S.  Trin.  de  IVejHmry* 
The  fobdean  of  Weftbury  colk^  is  one 
of  die  executors.  In  this  will  Sie  aame 
of  RowLiB  is  not  mentioned.    Compare 


Tanner,  Notit.Movast.  p  484.  Aad 
AtI»D«'a  GLOucxsTBasM.  p.  8ca. 

Bifliop  Carpenter,  about  the  year  1460, 
was  a  confidesaUe  beaefiidtor  to  Wcftbuiy 
college.  He  polled  down  the  old  colleger 
**  and  in  the  new  building,  enlarged  it 
^  very  much,  coaipaffinfi;  it  alKKit  with^  a 
*'  ftrong  wall  embatded,  adding  a  £iipe 
*^  gate  with  divers  towers,  more  like  nnto^ 
'*  a  cafUe  than  a  coUedge :  and  lafUy,. 
«  beftowed  much  good  land  for  augment- 
'*  ing  the  revencw  of  the  fiane.**  Godwin^ 
Svccats.  Bmsiops,  pag.  446.  edit.  1.  at 
fopr.  Axid  Leland  ip^ks  modi  to  the 
£mie  porpefe.  ''  Hie  [Carpenter]  ex  ve- 
^'  tericouegio,  quod  erat  Weftbense,  no- 
^  vnm  fedt,  et  prxdns  auxit,  addiio  pin- 
^  nato  muro,  porta,  et  torribns,  inlbr  caf- 
'^telli."  Itin.  vol.  viii.  foLiix.  a.  And^ 
hence  it  appears  to  be  a  miAake,  diat 
Cann^^,  who  was  indeed  dean  while  thefo 
benetaftions  took  piace,  rebuilt  the  oolkge* 
As  Dugd.  Wabwicksh.  p.  634.  e£t* 
J730.  Atkyns,  <^LOx;cBSTaasH.  p.  8oa» 
fiip.  cstat.  p.  140. 

fyre 
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fyre,  bequeathe!  me  one  hundred  marks ;  I  went  to  thank 
mafter  William  for  his  mickle  courtefie,  and  to  make  tender 
of  my  felfe  to  him.  —  Fadre,  quod  he,  I  have  a  crotchett  in 
my  brayne  that  will  need  your  aide.  Mafter  William,  (aid 
I,  if  you  command  me  I  will  go  to  Roome  for  you ;  not 
fo  farr  diftant,  faid  he :  I  ken  you  for  a  mickle  learnd  prieft, 
if  you  will  leave  the  paryih  of  our  ladie,  and  travel  for 
Rlee,  it  fhall  be  mickle  to  your  profits. 

^^  I  gave  my  hands,  and  he  told  mee  I  muft  goe  to  all 
the  abbies  and  pryorys,  and  gather  together  auncient  drawy- 
ings  ',  if  of  anie  account  at  any  price.  Confented  I  to  the 
fame,  and  purfuant  fett  out  the  Mundaie  following  for  the 
minfter  of  our  ladie  ^  and  Saint  Goodwyne,  where  a  drawr 
ing  of  a  fteeplc,  contryvd  for  the  belles  when  runge  to 
fwaie  out  of  the  fyde  into  the  ayre,  had  I  thence,  it  was 
done  by  fyr  Symon  de  Mambrie ',  who  in  the  troublefomme 
rayne  of  kyng  Stephen  devoted  himfelfe,  and  was  (home. 

"  Hawkes  (howd  me  a  manufcript "  in  Saxonne,  but  I  was 
onley  to  bargayne  for  drawyngs.  —  The  next  drawyings  I 
metten  with  was  a  church  to  be  reard,  fo  as  in  form  of  a 
crofs,  the  end  ftanding  in  the  ground,  a  long  manufcript 
was  annexd.  Mafter  Canning  thought  no  workman  culd 
be  found  handle  enough  to  do  it.— The  tale  of  the  drawers 
deferveth  relation.  — Thomas  de  Blunderville,  a  preefte,  al- 

'  I  much  doubt,  if  this  word  now  ex-  predfe  fignificationy  would  not  hare  been 

ttktdp  in  the  modern,  or  any,  fenfe.    In-  improper  here.    Yet  the  word  PiSun  was 

deed,  the  phrafe  /«  Jraw  a  piSitre  might  not  antiently  ofed  in  its  prefent  fenfe  and 

have  been  now  known :  bot  to  drmw,  in  manner :  bat,  a  piawrt  'with  a  chtb^  a  tMi 

its  juefent  nncombined  nie,  had  not  ^et  ivith  a  piQure^  8cc. 
acquired  this  meaning.  So  hue  as  the  reign  ^  I  fuppofe,  Worcefter  cathedral, 

of  James  the  firft,   a  Painter  was  often  >  Or  Malmefbury. 

called  zpiamre-drawer.    In  antient  inven-  "*  This  was  not  an  Englifh  word  at  this 

fioriet  of  fnmitare,  a  drawing  never  Occurs  early  period  :  it  was  not  ufed,  and  for  ob- 

as  any  fpedes  of  produdion  of  the  art  of  vious  reaibns,   till  after  the  invention  of 

defigning :  it  became  a  technical  and  dif-  printing.     So  again  we  have  below,  '<  the 

tingaiihing  term  when  that  art.  began  to  *'  Sdxon  mamu/cript-."  Thefe,  at  this  time» 

attain  fome  degree  of  maturity.    PiOura^  would  have  been  called  books. 
llthoogh  this  word  is  now  confined  lo  a 

though 
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though  the  preefte  had  no  allows,  lovd  a  fair  mayden,  andi 
on  her  begett  a  fonn.  Thomas  educated  his  foon;  at  fix- 
teen  years  he  went  into  the  warrs,  and  neer  did  return  for 
five  years. — His  mother  was  married  to  a  knight,  and  bare  a 
daughter,  then  fixteen,  who  was  feen  and  lovd  by  Thomas, 
ion  of  Thomas,  and  married  to  him  unknown  to  her  mo-* 
ther,  by  Ralph  de  Mefching,  of  the  Minfter,  who  invited, 
as  cuftom  was,  two  of  his  brothers,  Thomas  de  Blunderville 
and  John  Hefchamme.  Thomas  nevertheJefs  had  not  feen 
his  fonn  for  five  years,  kenning  him  inflauntly;  and  learning 
the  name  of  the  bryde,  toke  him  afyde  and  difclofd  to  him' 
that  he  was  his  fonn,  and  was  'weded  to  his  own  fiftfe.*^ 
Ypyng  Thomas  toke  on  fo  that  he  was  (home. 

"  He  drew  manie  fine  drawyings  on  glafs. 

^*  The  abott  of  the  minfter  of  Peterburrow  fold  It  me,  he 
might  have  bargaynd  twenty  marks  better,  but  mafter  Wil- 
liam would  not  depart  with  it.  The  prior  of  Coventree  did 
fell  me  a  pifture  of  great  account,  made  by  Badilian  Y'al- 
lyanne,  who  did  lyve  in  the  rayne  of  kyng  Henrie  the  firft» 
a  mann  of  fickle  temper,  havyng  been  tendred  fyx  pounds 
of  filver  for  it,  to  which  he  faid  naie,  and  afterwards  did 
give  it  to  the  then  abott "  of  Coventriee.  In  brief,  I  ga- 
thered together  manie  marks  value  of  fine  drawyings,  all 
the  works  of  mickle  cunning,  —  Mafter  William  cuUd  the 
moft  choife  parts,  but  hearing  of  a  drawying  in  Durham 
church  hee  did  fend  me. 

**  Fadree  you  have  done  mickle  well,  all  the  chatills  are 
more  worth  than  you  gave  j  take  this  for  your  paynes :  fo 
faying,  he  did  put  into  my  hands  a  purfe  of  two  hundreds 
good  pounds,  and  did  fay  that  I  fhould  note  be  in  need,  I 
did  thank  him  moft  heartily. — The  choife  drawyng,  when 

«  This  fhould  have  been  Prior.  An  ah-  ventry  muft  have  been  a  dignitaiy  well* 
hot  was  never  the  title  of  the  fuperiour  in  known  t>X  that  oame,  9S  be  i^te  m  par^ 
cathedral-convents.    The  Prior  op  Co-      lianEicnt^ 

y  hi5 
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kit  fadffe  ^  dye,  was  beguim  to  be  put  up,  and  Commt 
iMttfes  neer  the  old  church  craied »  it  was  drawn  by  Aflema, 
praeft  of  Saint  Cutchburta,  and  ofierd  as  a  drawyng  for 
Weftmkifler,  but  caft  afyde,  being  die  tender  did  not  ^peak 
Fraich. 

**  I  Jhtad  now  mackle  of  ryches,  and  liptd  in  a  houfe  on 
the  hyll,  often  repayrings  to  maftere  \yilliam,  who  was 
now  lord  of  the  hou&.  1  fiat  him  my  retCi$  touchii^  his 
duirch^  for  which  he  did  fend  me  mickle  good  things. 

"  In  the  year  i:yng  Bdwacdcame  to  Br^w>  NU&k  Caa- 
aiilgs  icnl  for  me  te  a*md  a  maniage  which  the  kyng  wat 
beat  upon  between  him  and  a  iadk  he  acer  had  ieen,  of  the 
familee  of  the  Winddiviifes,  dae  danger  whete  aigb,  anleft 
avoided  by  one  remidec,  an  hi^  oae^  which  was,  to  be  or- 
dained atftam  of  holy  church,  faeyng  franke  from  the  power 
of  Itiyagm  an  duit  caufe,  aad  can  be  wedded.— 44r.  Canniags 
iMftaimdy  fent  me  to  Carpenter,  his  good  fiiend,  bifliop  of 
WoKeflcr,  mtd  the  Frydiqr  £cdk)wing  was  prspaird  and  or- 
dttyad  4ihe  next  day,  the  daie  of  Sunt  Mathew,  aad  on 
Sunday  fuag  hisfirft  maft  in  the  church  of  oar  ladie  %  to  «ftie 
ailioniflung  of  kyng  Edward,  who  was  (b  furioufly  madd 
aad  tayyngs  withali,  that  mafter  Canniags  was  wyling  to 
I^YC  ham  three  thoufimd  markes,  which  made  him  peace 
a^sin,.  sckd  he  was  admyted  to  the  preience  of  the  kyng. 
Ibid  in  Briftow,  partook  of  all  his  pleafures  and  paftimes 
till  he  departed  the  next  year '. 

'*  I  gave  matter  Cannings  my  Bnftow  tragedy  ^  for  which 
he  gave  me  in  hands  twentie  pound,  and  did  praiie  it  more 
then  I  did  think  my  ielf  did  deferve,  for  I  can  fay  in  troth  I 
Was  never  proud  of  my  verfcs  fince  I  did  read  mafter  Chau- 
ccari  and  now  haveing  noaght  to  do,  and  not  wylmg  to  be 

•  Moil  probably  Worcefkr  cathedral.  concerning  this  poem,  mady  ivnS^Sattt 

*  Swwaam,  p.  i$3.  the  andientidty  of  theft  Mbmoiks.  Row» 
«  l^atw,  «hepodaailMtheEjtvc«-      fie  nieht  indeed  wdte  a  poem  on  this  fab- 

TiON  OP  SIR  CHAaLB«BAWDWiN,ipe»-     jeft}  Mt HOt dic  pooB  CBcnLncd  •!  hit. 
(ioaed  above,  p.  i5|>    What  i»  there  fail 

ydle. 
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ydfcy  I  went  to  the  minfter  €ff  our  Ladie  and  Saint  Good- 
win,  and  then  Sd  purchaie  the  Saxon  mafiufcripts,  and  fttt 
toy  fdf  diligehdy  to  tranflate  and  worde  it  in  Englifli^ 
flietrc>  which  in  one  year  I  performd  and  iettled  in  the 
Battle  of  Hailyngs ;  mafter  William  did  bargyin  for  one  to 
be  manuicripty  and  John  Petham>  an  efquire,  of  A(hley»  for 
another. -^Mafter  WilHam  did  praife  it  muckle  greatly,  but 
adrifil  me  to  tender  it  to  no  man>  beying  the  mann  whofe 
name  where  therein  mentioned  would  be  offended.  He 
gave  me  twenty  markes,  and  I  did  gde  to  A(hley>  to  mail«r 
Pdham»  to  be  payd  of  him  for  the  other  one  I  left 
with  him. 

^  But  hb  tadie  being  of  the  family  of  the  Fiicamps  \  of 
whom  fbme  things  are  faid,  he  toU  me  he  had  burnt  kf  and 
would  have  me  burnt  ^00  if  I  did  not  avaunt.  Dorctng  this 
dinn  his  wife  did  come  out,  and  made  a  dinn  to  (peake  by  a 
figure  would  have  over  founded  the  bells  of  our  Lodie  of 
the  ClifFe  $  I  was  fdn  content  to  gett  away  in  a  fafe  ikin. 

"  I  wrote  my  Juftice  of  Peace  *,  which  mafter  Canning^ 
advifd  me  fecrett  to  keep,  which  I  did^  and  now  being 
grown  auncient  I  was  feizd  with  great  pwis^  which  did  coft 
me  mickle  of  marks  to  be  cured  off. — ^Mafter  William  of- 
fered me  a  cannon's  place  in  Weftbury  coUige,  which  gladly 
had  I  accepted,  but  my  pains  made  me  to  ftaie  at  home. 
After  this  mifchance  I  livd  in  a  houfe  by  the  Tower,  which 
has  not  been  repaird  (ince  Robert  ConfuU  of  Gloucefter  re* 
payrd  the  caftle  and  wall;  here  1  livd  warm,  but  in  my 
houfe  on  the  hyll  the  ayre  was  mickle  keen,  fome  marks  it 
coft  me  to  put  it  in  repair  my  new  houfe,  and  brynging  my 
chatties  from  the  ould;  it  was  a  fine  houfe,  and  I  much 
marville  it  was  untenanted.  A  perfon  greedy  of  gains  was 
the  then  poffeflTour,  and  of  him  I  did  buy  it  at  a  very  fmall 
rate,  having  lookd  on  the  ground  works  and  mayne  fup« 

'  A  Nbnnan  Cumly.  •  I  know  nodiiog  of  this  piece. 

Y  2  ports, 
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ports,  and  fynding  them  (launch,  and  repayrs  no  need 
wanting,  I  did  buy  of  the  owner,  GeofFry  Coombe,  on  a 
repairing  leafe  for  ninety-nine  years  \  he  thinkying  it  would 
fall  down  everie  day  s  but  with  a  few  marks  expence  did 
put  it  up  in  a  manner  neat,  and  therein  I  lyvd." 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  pronounce 
Rowlie's  poems  to  be  fpurious.  Antient  remains  of  Englifh 
poetry,  unexpeftedly  difcovered,  and  fortunately  refcued 
from  a  long  oblivion,  are  contemplated  with  a  degree  of 
fond  enthuiiafm :  exclufive  of  any  real  or  intrinfic  excellence, 
they  afford  thofe  pleafures,  arifing  from  the  idea  of  anti- 
quity, which  deeply  intereft  the  imagination.  With  thcfe 
pleafures  we  are  unwilling  to  part.  But  there  w  a  more 
folid  fatisfaftion,  refulting  from  the  detection  of  artifice  and 
impofture. 

<  I  very  much  queftiofi.  whether  this  tedmial  lawr-temi,  or  even  this  mode  of  contnuS^ 
cxiAed  in  the  year  1460* 


SECT. 
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;       .  .   S  E  C  T.      IX. 

THE  fubfequent  reigns  of  Richard  the  third,  Edwacd 
the  fifthi  and  Hemy  the  feventh^  abounded  in  obfcure 
yerfifiers. 

A.  mutilated  poem  which  occurs  among  the  Cotton  ma- 
nufcripts  in  the  Britifh  mufeum,  and  principally  contains  a 
fatire  on  the  nuns;  who  qot  lefs  from  the  nature  of  their 
eftaUi%Qent;>  than  from  the  ufual  degeneracy  which  attends 
all  inftit;\itions,  bad  at  length  loft  their  original  purity,  feems 
jtp.  beloijg;^  to  this  period*.  It  is  without , wit,  and  almoft 
VUhout  numbers.  It  was  written  by  one  Bertram  Walton, 
.whpfe  name. now  firft  appears  in  the  ca^talogue  of  Englifh 
poets  J  andjwhofe  life  I  calmly  refign  to  the  refearches  of 
•fpme  more  laborious  and  patient  antiquary. 
, .  About  the  year  1480,  or  rather  before,;  Beoedi^l:  Burgh, 
a  mafter  of  arts  of  Oxford,  among  other  promotions  in  the 
church,  archdeacon  of  Colchefter,  prebendary  of  faint  Paul'^, 
and  canon  of  faint  Stephen's  chapel  at  Weftminfter  N  tran>- 
flated  Cato's  Morals  into  the  royal  flanza,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  pupU  lord  Bourchier  fon  of  the  earl  of  Eflex  \    Encou- 

.  "  Difadvanta^eons  fufpicions  againU  the  The  univerfity  fealed  his  letters  teftlmo* 

chaftity  of  th^  female  relieious  were  pre-  nial,  jul.  3.  A.  D.  1433«     Regiftr.  Univ. 

tffideii  in  earlier  times.     About  the  year  Oxon.  fupr.  citat.  T.  f,  27.  b.     He  died 

1250,  a  bifhop  of  Lincoln  vifited  die  nun-  A.  D.  1483. 

neries  of  his  diocefe :  on  which  occafion,  ^  Gafcoigne  fays  that  '<  rithme  royal  is 

fays  the  continuator  of  Matthew  Paris,  <'  a  verfe  of  ten  fyllables,  and  ten  fuch 

'<  ad  domos  religiofarum  veniens,  fecit  EX-  **  verfesmake  a  ftafie,  &c.'*    InfiruaUns 

**  FRiMi  MAMiLLAS    eanuidem>    at    fic  /^r  <v/fy^,&c.  Sign.  D.i.  ad calc.  Work es, 

*'  phfi^'i  ^1  eifet  inter  eas  cormptela,  ex-  1587.   [See  fu^r.  vol.  i.  p.  464.  Notes, '.] 

*'  periretur.''     Matt.  Parif.  Hift.  p.  789.  Burgh's  ftanza  is  here  called  balade  royall : 

Hbnricvs    iii.    edit.   Tig.    1589.    fbl.  by  which,  I  believe,  is  commonly  fignified 

An  anecdote,  which  the  hiHorian  relates  the  oaa*vt  ftan%a.     AU  thofe  pieces   in 

with  indignation  ;  not  on  account  of  the  Chancer,  called  Cert  mm  Ballads  ^  are  in  this 

nuns,  but  of  the  bifhop.  meafure.    In  Chaucer's  Legend  of  good 

^  See  Newcourt,  Repertor.  x.  9a  ii.  5 17.  Women,  written  iA  long  verie,  a  fong  of 

nite 
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raged  by  the  example  and  authority  of  (o  renerable  an  ec> 
clefiaftk,  and  tempted  probably  by  the  convenient  c^por- 
tunity  of  pilfering  phrafeology  from  a  predeceffi>r  in  the  £une 
atduous  tafk,  Caxton  tnnflated  the  fame  Latin  vrork ;  but  from 
the  French  verfion  of  a  Latin  paraphrafe,  and  into  Engliih 
proie,  which  heprifKed  in  the  year  1483.  He  csAU,  in  his 
fvehcc,  the  nteafure,  uied  by  Burgh»  the  Balad  Rotal. 
Caxton's  tranllation,  which  fuperfeded  Burgh's  work,  and 
with  which  it  is  confounded,  is  dhrided  into  four  books, 
which  comprt^iend  ieventy>two  heads. 

I  do  not  mean  to  affront  my  readers,  when  I  inform  tfaeni, 
without  any  apt^ogy,  that  the  Latin  original  of  this  piece  wa^ 
not  written  by  Cato  die  c^ilbr,  nor  by  Cato  Uticetofis ' :  al- 
though it  is  perfeftly  in  the  cbarader  of  the  former,  and 
Aulus  OdlittS  has  quoted  Cato's  poem  ob  Mokibvs*.  Nor 
have  I  the  gravity  of  the  learned  Boxhomius,  who  in  a 
prolix  and  elaborate  diflertation  has  endeavoured  to  demon- 
ftrate,  that  thefe  diftidM  are  undoubtedly  fuppofititions,  and 
that  th^  cewld  net  pofliUy  be  written  by  the  very  venerable 
Roman  whofe  name  they  bear.  The  title  is  Disticha  dk 
MsKkiitn  AD  FiLitfM,  wUch  are  diftributed  into  four  books, 
under  the  Mune  of  IXonyfius  Cato.  But  he  is  frequently 
called  MAOMt78  Cato. 

This  work  luis  been  abTurdly  attributed  by  fome  critics  to 

three  odave  ftanw  is  iittrodaoeii  bwu-  Laid.  D.  31.  fi>L  64.    Htrt  giamtitie 

iHBg,  tlidt  Ai/tbH  tfy  gib*  mMt  dirt,  hftf  Gwf  »f  ir<$rmyl,  [Vr.  Fram  CriAe'* 

▼.  249.  p.  340.  Urn    iuterwafo,  Cugid  Girth  oompleat  aine  100  yere.]     He  » 

Ays,  T.  537.  p.  342.  fpetldag  of  Goy'a cmnbtt  widi  ncDaaUh 

, a  ftl  gjete  neelJMce  P*"*  Colbnuid,  at  Wkchcfler. 

Was  it  to  thee,  that  ilke  tune  thoa  aude*  Without  the  gate  remembered  as  I  rede, 

Hu/e  Abjilan  ihy  tr^i,  I H  B  alabb.  The  place  caUyd  of  antiquytye 

!atheBritifliMwreamtbei«is«JtidM^  In  Inriyft  tonge^  Baa^  A»A  ***. 

in  EBglyfihe,  mmJt  im  Baladb  i^  Dmn  ^  «H»  ^-^'*  aat  fiu-  fi«m  the  cyte  : 

JthnlyilgattmomiiifBafj.    That  is,  Bi  5jf«^ <» «?*^  *T T" "*^ *? 

Ihit  fbM.  MSS.  HarL  170*.  a.  feL  lo.  J«^f"  ftrolqw,  lyk  the  dent  oTthondir { 


b.    The  reader  wiH  obfcrve,  that  whether      Sparklys  owtof  tharharayfi,  ftc. 

ihere  are  eight  or  feven  lines,  I  havecaUed         '  See  l^ttol.  Mirnlle,  BGftdl.  torn.  I. 


k  ih*  tSarot  ftmea.    Lydgatt  has,  anft      p.  56. 

coaaaonly,  oaly  icMn  liack     At  in  Ms         *  NaO.  Att.  ».  fc 

OB  Gny  ewl  of  Warwids,   MSS.  Scncca 
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Seiwca^  ftad  Jby  others  to  Aulbmas '.  It  is,  however^  mofct 
aotieiM:  th^n  the  tifne  of  th?  mnperour  Vakntiniaa  the  third, 
who  died  in  455  *.  On  the  other  hand»  it  was  written  after 
the  appearaxice  of  Luc;ian's  FHAkSAi^xA,  as  the  author,  at 
the  bqg;inning  of  the  fecond  book,  commends  Virgil,  Macer"*, 
Ovid,  and  Lucan.  The  name  of  Cato  probably  became  pre<-^ 
fixed  to  thefe  diftichs,  in  a  lower  age,  by  the  officious  ig- 
norance of  tranfcribers,  and  from  the  acquiefeence  of  readers 
equally  ignorant,  as  Marcus  Cato  had  written  a  fet  of  moral 
dtftichs.  Whoever  was  the  author,  this  metrical  fyftem  of 
etjucs  had  attained  the  highefl  degree  of  eftlmation  in  the 
barbarous  ages.  Among  Langbain's  manufcripts  bequeathed 
to  the  unlverfity  of  Oxford  by  Antony  Wood,  it  is  accompanied 
with  a  Saxon  paraphrafe  *.  John  of  Saliibury,  in  his  Poly- 
c&ATicoy,  mentions  it  as  the  favourite  and  eftablifhed 
manual  in  the  education  of  boys  ^    To  enumerate  no  others,: 


^  It  wti  jprintrd  vnder  the  name  of  An- 
fonios*  Rowxh.  IC72.  Svo. 

<  Ex  Bpifiol.  vuufidani  Medid,  ad 
Valcnt.  Tkey  arc  mentioned  by  Notkcrus, 
who  flouriibed  in  the  teath  century,  among 
the  Mitnrumf  HjmimrMMt  EpiirammmtHmqMf 
€9niitoris.  Cap.  vi.  Db  Illustrib.  Viit. 
etc.  printed  by  Fabric.  M.  Lat.  v.  a.  904. 

^  The  poem  db  ViarvTinvt  HaaBA- 
muM,  under  the  name  of  Macer,  now 
extant,  was  written  bv  Odo,  or  Odobonus, 
a  phyfician  of  the  dan:  am.  It  was  tran- 
dated  into  Englifh,  by  John  Lelarmoner, 
or  Lelamar,  mafter  of  Hereford  (chool, 
iU)0ut  the  year  i373«  MSS.  Sloahe.  29* 
Trine.  **  Apinm,  Ache  is  bote  and  drie." 
There  is  Macer^s  Herhal^  ibid.  43.  This 
leems  to  have  been  prmted,  fee  Ames^ 
p.  ic8. 

*Cod.  11.  [S615.] 

'  Polycrat.  vii.  ^.  p.  3^9.  edit.  Lngd« 
Bat.  1505*  It  is  citea,  ibid.  p.  116.  321. 
512.  uk  the  Art  op  VersifaCatiok, 
a  Latin  poem,  written  by  Eberhardos  Be- 
thanienus,  about  the  year  1212,  there  is  a 
curious  paflage,  in  which  all  the  daffies  of 
diat  age  are  recited ;  or  the  beft  authors, 
then  in  vogat,  and  whom  he  icoommend^ 


to  be  tan^t  to  youth.  [Leyfcr.  Poet. 
Mod*  aev.  p.  S25.J  They  are,  Cato  the 
morafift.  Theodvlus»  the  author  of  a^ 
leonine  Eclorae,  a  dialogue  between  Truth 
and  Falihood,  written  in  the  tenth  century^ 
printed  among  the  Goto  Morales,  and 
by  Gcddaftu^f  Man.  Bibl.  1620.  Svo. 
MSS.  Harl.  3093.  4.  Wpkyn  de  Worde 
prin^  this  piece  under  tne  title  of  Tti^- 
doU  liber,  cum  c$mmemf9  &tis  prolixt  aui^ris 
iujufdam  Anglici  fui  mutlia  Jnglicana  «^i* 
'  que  mUcuit.  15 15.  410.  It  was  from  one 
of  Theodulus's  Eclocubs,  beginning 
j€ihi9fMm  terras,  that  Field,  mafter  ^ 
Fotheringay  college,  about  the  year  1480, 
/eitf  the  'Virjis  tf  the  hpok  caullid  ^thio- 
pum  terras,  in  the  glmjje  nvimd^nvt,  'with 
figures  njetf  neatly.  Leiand.  It  in.  i.  fol.  5. 
[p.  7.  edit.^  *745«]  This  feems  to  have 
been  in  a  window  of  the  new  and  beautiful 
cloifter,  built  about  that  time.  Flavius 
AviANUs,  a  writer  of  Latin  &bles,  or 
apologues,  Lufi;d.  Bat.  1731.  Svo.  ^sop, 
or  the  Latin  fabulift,  printed  among  the 
OcTo  Morales,  Lugd.  Bat.  1505.  410. 
Maximianvs,  whofe  iix  elegies,  written 
about  the  feventh  century,  pus  under  the 
name  of  GaUns.  Chancer  dtes  this  writer  \ 

.  and 
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it  is  much  applauded  by  Ifidore  the  old  etymologift  \  Alcuine ", 
and  Abelard "" :  and  we  muft  acknowledge,  that  the  writer, 


and  in  a  manner,  which  (hews  his  elejries 
had  not  then  acquired  the  name  of  GaUus. 
Court  op  L.  v.  798.  '*  Maximinian 
«*  truely  thus  doeth  he  write."  Pamphi- 
Lus  Maurilianus,  audiorof  the  hexa- 
metrical  poem  4/i  FetuUi^  and  the  elegies 
de  Arte  amandi^  entitled  Pamphilus, 
poblilhed  by  Goldaftos,  Cataled.  Ovid. 
Francof.  1610.  8vo.  [See  fapr.  p.  130.] 
Gbta,  or  Hcfidiui  Geta^  who  has  left  a 
traeedy  on  Medea,  printed  in  part  by  Pet. 
Scriverius,  Fragm.  Vett.  Tragic,  lit.  p. 
187.  [Bat  fee  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  234.]  Da- 
res Phrygius,  on  the  defbudion  of 
Troy.  Macer.  (^Seefupr.  p.  159.]  Mar- 
BODBUs,  a  Latin  poet  on  Gems.  [See 
fapr.  vol.  i.  p.  378. f  Petr us  de  Riga, 
canon  of  Rheims,  wnofe  Aurora,  or  the 
Hiftory  •/  the  Bihle  altegori/etU  in  Latin 
verfes,  ibme  of  which  are  in  rhyme,  was 
never  printed  entire.  He  lias  left  alfo  Spe- 
cuhm  EccUfio'^  with  other  pieces,  in  Latin 
poetry.  He  floarifhed  aboat  the  year  1 1 30. 
Sbdulius.  Prosper.  Arator.  Pru- 
drntiuj.  Boethius.  Alanus,  anthor 
of  the  AntUlaudian^  a  poem  in  nine  books, 
occafioned  by  the  fcepcicifm  of  Claodian. 
[Secfupr.vol.  i.  p.39 1  .J  Vi  R  G  It,  HoR  ACE, 
Ovid,  Lucan,  Statius,  Juvenal, 
and  Pbrsius.  John  Hanville,  an 
Englifhman,  who  wrote  the  Architre- 
Nius,  in  the  twelfth  century,  a  Latin 
hexameter  poem  in  nine  boolcs.  Philip 
Gu  ALT  I  BR,  of  Chatillon,  who  wrote,, 
about  the  fame  period, theALEXAKDREiD, 
an  heroic  poem  on  Alexander  the  great. 
SoLYMARiusy  or  GuNTHER,  a  German 
Latin  poet,  author  of  the  Solymarium, 
or  Cru/aJe.  Galpridvs,  our  country-  * 
man,  whofcNovA  Poetria  was  in  higher 
celebrity  than  Horace's -<#r/  of  Poetry.  [Sec 
vol.  i.  DifTertat.  ii.].  Matthaus,  of 
Vcndofme,  who  in  the  year  1170,  para- 
ph rafcd  the  Book  of  Tobit  into  Latin  ele- 
giacs, from  the  Latin  bible  of  faint  Jerom, 
under  the  title  of  the  Tobiad,  fometimes 
called  the  The  b  a  id,  and  firft  printed 
among  tfhe  Ocro  Morales.  Alex- 
ander DB  Villa  Dei,  whofe  Doc* 
TRiKALE,  or  Grammar  in  Leonine  verfe, 
fuperfeded  Prifcian  about  die  year  1200. 
It  was  lirft  printed  at  Venice^  fol.  1473. 


And  byWynkyn  de  Worde,  1501.  He 
was  a  French  frier  minor,  and  alfo  wrote 
the  Arguments  of  the  ekapten  of  mU  the 
books  cf  either  Tejiamenty  in  two  hdndred 
and  twelve  hexameters.  With  ibme  other 
foi^otten  pieces.  Marcianus  Cap  el- 
la,  whofe  poem  on  the  marriage  op 
Mercury  with  Philology  rivalled 
Boethius.  [See  fnpr.  p.  7^.]  Joannes 
DE  Garlandia,  an  ^nelifmnan,  a  poet 
and  grammarian,  who  ftucSed  at  Paris  about 
the  year  1 200.  The  mod  eminent  of  his 
numerous  Latin  poems,  which  croud  oor 
libraries,  feem  to  be  his  Epithalamium 
on  the  Virgin  Man  in  ten  books  of  elegiacs. 
MSS.  Cotton.  Clauo.  A.  x.  And  Db 
Triumphis  Ecclesijs,  in  eiffht  books, 
which  contains  much  Engliih  hiftory.  MS. 
ibid.  Some  of  hb  pieces,  both  in  pxofe 
and  verfe,  have  been  printed.  Bernar- 
Dus  Carnotensis,  or  Syhefter^  much 
applauded  by  John  of  Saliibury,  who 
Ityles  him  the  moft  perfeS  Platonic  of  that 
age.  Metallog.  iv.  c.  35.  His  Mega- 
cosM  and  Microcosm,  a  work  coniifting 
both  of  verfe  and  profe,  is  ^queatly  cited 
bv  the  barbarous  writers.  He  is  imitated  by 
Chaucer,  Man  oft.  Tale^  v.  4617.  "In 
"  ^iicnts  mamr  a  winter,  &c."  Physio- 
logus,  or  Theobaldus  Episcopus, 
who  wrote  in  Latin  verfe  De  Naturis  xii\ 
antmaltHm^  MSS.  Harl.  309  V  ([•  He  is 
there  called  Italieui,  There  is  alfo  a  Ma- 
gifter  Florinus,  flyled  alfo  Physiolo- 
c us,  on  the  famefubjefi.  Chaucer  quotes 
Physiologus,  whom  I  by  miftake  have 
fuppofed  to  be  Pliny,  "  ForPnisioLo- 
«*  cus  fays  fikerly."  NcTnnes  Pr. 
Tale.  V.  15277.  [See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p  420.] 
Si  DON  I  us,  tvho  wrote  a  metrical  dialogue 
between  a  Jew  and  a  Chriflian  on  both  the 
Tefbments.  And  a  Si  don  i us,  perhaps 
the  fame,  regis  qui  fingit  pralia.  To 
thefe  our  author  adds  his  own  Grecismus, 
or  a  poem  in  hexameters  on  rhetoric  and 
grammar;  which,  as  Du  Cange  [Prarf. 
Lat.  GlofT  S  XLV.]  obferves,  was  an- 
tiently  a  common  manual  in  the  feminarie^ 
of  France,  and,  1  fuppofe,  of  England. 

"  Etymol.  V.  Officiperda. 

"  Contra  Elipand.  lib.  ii.  p.  949. 

•  Lib.  i.  Thcol.  Chriil.  p.  1 1 83, 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  169 

cxclufive  of  the  utility  of  his  precepts,  poffeffes  the  merit  of 
a  nervous  and  elegant  brevity.     It  is  perpetually  quoted  by 
Chaucer.     In  the  Miller's  Tale,  he  reproaches  the  fimple 
carpenter  for  having  never  read  in  Cato,  that  a  man  (hould 
marry  his  own  likenefs**:  and  in  the  Marchaunt's  Tale, 
having  quoted  Seneca  to  prove  that  no  blefling  is  equal  to 
an  humble  wife,  he  adds  Cato's  precept  of  prudently  bearing 
a  fcolding  wife  with  patience'.     It  was  tranflated  into  Greek 
at  Conflantinople  by  Maximus  Planudes,  who  has  the  merit 
of  having  familiarifed  to  his  countrymen  many  Latin  claflics 
of  the  lower  empire,  by  metaphraftic  verfions  ' :  and  at  the 
reftoration  of  learning  in  Europe,  illuftrated  with  a  com* 
mentary  by  Erafmus,  which  is  much  extolled  by  Luther  •.- 
There  are  two  or  three  French  tranflations  \    That  of  Ma- 
thurine  Corderoy  is  dedicated  to  Robert  Stephens.     In  the 
Britiih  mufeum,  there  is  a  French  tranflation  by  Helis  de 
Guinceftre,    or  Winchefter;    made,    perhaps,    at  the  time 
when  our  countrymen  affected  to  write  more  in  French  than 
Englifh".     Chaucer  conftantly  calls  this  writer  Caton  or 
Cathon,  which  fhews  that  he  was  more  familiar  in  French 
than  in  Latin.     Caxton  in  the  preface  to  his  aforefaid  tranfla- 
tion affirms,  that  PoggiusFlorentimis,  whofe  library  was  fur- 
niflied  with  the  moft  valuable  authors,   efteemed  Cathon 
CLOSED,  that  is,  Cato  with  notes,  to  be  the  beft  book  in  his 
colle6lion  "'^    The  gloffarift  I  take  to  be  Philip  de  Pergamo, 


^  V.  3227.  was  before  tranflated  into  German  rhymea 

^  V.  9261.  by  Abraham  Morterius,  of  WeiflenbargK* 

'  It  occurs  often  amoclj;  the  Baroccian  Francof.  1590.  8vo. 

manufcripts,  Bibl.  Bodl.  viz.  64.  71*  bis.  *  CoHoqn.  Menfal.  c.  37. 

95.  III.  194.    The  iiril  edition  of  Cato,  '  One  by  Peter  Giofnet,  La  m§ts  J^reej 

loon  followed  by  many  others,  I  believe,  is  dufagt  Caton.  Parif.  1543. 

Au^il.  A  D.  1485.    The  moil  complete  *  MSS.  Harl.  4388.    This  manofcript 

edition  is  that  of  Chrift.  Daumius,  Cygn.  is  older  than  1400.    Du  Cange  ouotes  a 

1672.  8vo.  Containing  the  Greek  meta-  Cato  in   French  rhymes.     GU  Lat.  V, 

phrafes  of  Maximus  Planudes,  Jofeph  Sea*  Legator.     See  MSS.  AfhsnoK  789.  2. 

liger,  Matthew  Zuber,  and  John  Mylius,  [^995] 

a  Gemai  verfion  by  Martmus  Apicioi,  ^  Man^  of  the  gUjpJ  manufcripts,  fo 

with  annotations  and  other  acceflions.    It  common  m  thie  Ubrancs,  were  the  copies 

Vol.  IJ.  Z                                          *i* 
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a  prior  at  Padua ;  who  wrote  a  moft  elaborate  Moralisa- 
TioN  on  Cato,  under  the  title  of  Speculum  Reoiminis,  fo 
early  as  the  year  1380*.  In  the  fame  preface,  Caxton  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  is  the  bejle  boke  for  to  be  taught  to  yonge  children 
infcole.  But  he  fuppofes  the  author  to  be  Marcus  Cato, 
whom  he  duly  celebrates  with  the  two  Scipios  and  other 
noble  Romaynes.  A  kind  of  fupplement  to  this  work,  and 
often  its  companion,  under  the  title  of  Cato  Parvus,  or 
Facetusj  or  Ur bonus j  was  written  by  Daniel  Churche,  or  Ec- 
clefienfis,  a  domeftic  in  the  court  of  Henry  the  fecond,  a 
learned  prince  and  a  patron  of  fcholars,  about  the  year 
li8o\  This  was  alfo  tranflated  by  Burghe;  and  in  the 
Britifti  mufeum,  both  the  Catos  of  his  verfion  occur,  as 
forming  one  and  the  fame  work,  viz.  Liber  Minoris  Ca- 
tonis,  et  Majoris,  tranjlatus  a  Latino  in  Anglictim  per  Mag. 
Benet  Borugb''.      Burghe's   performance   is   too  jejune  for 


with  which  pupils  In  the  unlverfity  at- 
tended their  readers^  or  leftarers;  from 
whofe  mouths  paraphraftic  notes  were  /«/#r- 
linedot  written  in  the  margin,  by  the  more 
diligent  hearers.  In  a  Latin  trandation  of 
fome  of  Ariilotle's  philofophical  works, 
once  belonging  to  Rochefter  priory»  and 
Cfanicribed  about  the  year  1 350,  one  Henry 
de  Rewham  is  faid  to  be  tne  writer ;  and 
to  have  glojfed  the  book,  daring  the  time 
he  heard  it  explained  by  a  public  reader  in 
the  fchools  of  Oxford.  "  Et  amdi'vit  in 
*'  fcholis  Oxonie,  et  emendavit  et  glo- 
"  SAViT  audiendo:^  MSS.  Reg.  12  G.  ii. 
4to.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  the  word  u^dmr  originally  took  its  rife 
from  a  paucity  of  books :  when  there  was 
onlv  ONE  book  to  be  had»  which  a  profeiTor 
or  ledurer  recited  to  a  large  audience. 

*  Printed,  Augnft.  1475.  ^  Exeter 
college  library,  there  is  Cato  Moral  is  a- 
Tirs,  MSS.  37.  [837.]  And  again  at  AU 
Souls,  MSS.  9.  [1410.]  Compare  MSS. 
More,  35.  [9221.]  And  Bibl.  Coll. Trin. 
Dublin.  651.  14.    And  MSS.  Harl.6294« 

y  MSS.  Con.  Trin.  Dublin.  27^.  And 
BiU.  BcdcT.  Vigom  fob.  lit.  Urbaxvi^ 


MSS.  147.  One  Tedbaldus,  of  the  fame 
age,  is  called  the  author,  from  a  mano* 
fcript  cited,  Giomal.  Lett,  dltal.  iv.  p. 
181.  In  Lewis's  Caxton,  in  a  colledlion 
of  Chaucer's  and  Lydgate's  poems  by  Cax- 
ton, without  date,  are  recited  3.  Parvus 
Catho.  4.  Magnus  Cato.  p.  104, 
What  thefe  tranflations  are  I  know  not. 
Befide  Caxton's  Cato,  mentioned  above» 
there  is  a  feparate  work  by  Caxton,  '*  Hie 
'•  indpit  Parvus  Caton,"  in  En^lifli 
and  Latin.  No  date.  Containing  thirty- 
fevcn  leaves  in  quarto.  I  find  Parvus 
Cato  in  Englifli  rhyme,  MSS.  Vernon. 
Bibl.  Bodl.  fol.  cccx.  [See  fupr.  vol.  i. 
p.  14.]  The  Latin  of  the  leffiu-  Cato  is 
printed  among  Auc tores  Goto  Mo- 
rales, Lugd.  1538.  Compare  MSS.  Karl. 
2251.  iii.  fol.  174. 112.  fbl.  175.  Atranf- 
lation  into  Englifii  verfes  of  both  Catos, 
perhaps  bv  Lydnte.  See  alfo  MSS.  CoU. 
Trin.  Dublin.  Y.  651.  The  Proverbia 
Catonis  are  a  different  work  from  either 
of  theie,  written  in  hexameters  by  Mar- 
bodeus,  Opp.  Hildebert.  p.  1634.  Paris 
1708.  foL 
*  MSS.  Harl.  1 16.  3.  See  idfo,  27 1.  2. 


tranfcription ; 
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tranfcription ;  and,  I  fufpeft,  would  not  have  afforded  a  fmgle 
fplendid  cxtraft,  had  even  the  Latin  poffeffed  any  fparks  of 
poetry.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  only  critical  excellence  of 
the  original,  which  confifts  of  a  terfe  concifenefs  of  fentences, 
although  not  always  expreffed  in  the  pureft  latinity,  will 
not  eaiily  bear  to  be  transfufed.  Burghe,  but  without  fuf- 
ficient  foundation,  is  faid  to  have  finiftied  Lydgate's  Go- 

VERNAUNCE  OF  PrINCIS  *. 

About  the  year  148 1,  Julian  Barnes,  more  properly  Ber- 
ners,  fifter  of  Richard  lord  Berners,  and  priorefs  of  the 
nunnery  of  Sopewell,  wrote  three  Englifli  trafts  on  Hawking, 
Hunting,  and  Armory ,  or  Heraldry,  which  were  foon  afterwards 
printed  in  the  neighbouring  ^  monaftery  of  faint  Alban's  % 


*  See  fupr.  Lt  dg  ate.  There  is  a  tranf- 
lation  of  the  IFyz,  Cato,  and  j€/op*s  Fables^ 
into  Englifh  dogrelU  by  one  William  BuU 
loker,  for  Edm.  Bollifant.  1585.  This 
W.  Bulloker  wrote  a  Pamphlet  for  gram^ 
tMTf  for  the  fame,  1586.  i2mo. 

^  There  was  a  fh-one  connexion  between 
the  two  monafteries.  In  that  of  faint  Al- 
ban's  a  monk  was  annually  appointed,  with 
the  title  of  Cuftos  monialium  de  SopenxjeUe. 
Regiftr.  Abbat.  Wallingfbrd,  [Sub  an. 
1480.]  MSS.  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  Tanner. 

«  In  the  year  i486.  foL  Again,  at  Weft- 
minfter,  by  W.  de  Worde.  1496.  4to. 
The  barbarifm  of  the  times  ilrongly  ap- 
pears in  the  indelicate  expreflions  which 
(he  often  nfes ;  and  which  are  equally  in- 
compatible with  her  fex  and  profeffion. 
The  poem  begins  dius.  [I  tranfcribe  from 
a  good  manufcrijpt,  MSS.  Rawlinf.  Bibl. 
Bodl.  papyr.  fol.J 

Mi  dere  fones,  where  ye  &re,  by  frith,  or 

by  fell*. 
Take  good  hede  in  his  tymc  how  Triftrem  % 

wol  tell ; 
How  many  maner  beftes  of  venery  there 

were, 
Liftenes  now  to  our  Dame,  and  ye  fliuUen 

here. 
Ffowre  maner  beflcs  of  venery  there  are. 


The  firfl  of  hem  is  a  hart,  the  fecond  is  as 

hare; 
The  boor  is  one  of  tho. 
The  wolff,  and  no  mo. 
And  wherefo  yecomen  in  play  f  or  in  place» 
Now  ihal  I  tel  you  which  ben  belles  of  cnace : 
One  of  the  a  buck,  another  a  doo. 
The  ffbx,  and  the  marteryn,  and  the  wild« 

roo: 
And  ye  ihall,  my  dere  fones,  other  beftes  all* 
Where  fo  y^  hem  finde,  rafcall  kem  calif* 
In  frith  or  in  fell. 
Or  in  fibrreft,  y  yow  tell. 
And  to  fpeke  of  the  hert,  if  ye  wil  hit  lere. 
Ye  (hall  call  him  a  calfe  at  the  firft  yere ; 
The  fecond  yere  a  broket,  fo  fliall  he  be. 
The  third  yere  a  fpayard,  lerneth  this  at  me ; 
The  iiii  yere  calles  hem  a  ftagge  be  any  way 
The  firft  yere  a  grete  ftagge,  my  dame  bade 

you  fay. 


Among  Crynes's  books  [911.  4to.  Bibl. 
Bodl.]  there  is  a  bl.  lett.  copy  of  this  piece,. 
**  Imprynted  at  London  in  Paul's  church- 
**  yaixie  by  me  Hary  Tab."  Again  by 
William  Copland  without  date,  *'  Tha 
"  boke  of  hawkyng,  hunting,  and  fiftiing, 
**  with  all  the  properties  and  medecynca 
"  that  are  BeccUary  to  be  kept."  With 
wooden  cuts.  Here  the  trad  on  armory 
is  omkted,  which  ieems  to  have  been  firift 
Z  2  infertedf 


*  Wood  x)r  field. 


\S\i  Triftram.  Sec  Oisxktat.  SriMi.  i.  p.az. 


\Plm9. 
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From  an  abbefs  difpofed  to  turn  author,  we  might  more 
rcafonably  have  expefted  a  manual  of  meditations  for  the 
clofet,  or  feleft  rules  for  making  falvcs,  or  diftilling  ftrong 
waters.  But  the  diverfion?  of  the  field  were  not  thought 
inconfiftent  with  the  charadler  of  a  religious  lady  of  this 
eminent  rank,  who  refembled  an  abbot  in  refpeft  of  exer- 
cifing  an  extenfive  manerial  jurifdiftion ;  and  who  hawked 
and  hunted  in  common  with  other  ladies  of  diftinftion '. 
This  work,  however,  is  here  mentioned,  becaufe  the  fecond 
of  thefe  treatifes  is  written  in  rhyme.  It  is  fpoken  in  her 
own  perfon;  in  which,  being  otherwife  a  woman  of  au- 
thority, ftie  affumes  the  title  of  dame.  I  fufpefl  the  whole 
to  be  a  tranflation  from  the  French  and  Latin  \ 

To  this  period  I  refer  William  of  Naflyngton,  a  pro^or 
or  advocate  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court  at  York.  He  tran- 
flated  into  Englifh  rhymes,  as  I  conjefture,  about  the  year 
1480,  a  theological  traft,  entitled  A  treatife  on  the  Trinity 
and  Unity  with  a  declaration  of  Gods  Works  and  of  the  PaJJion 
of  Jefus  Cbriji,  written  by  John  ofWaldenby,  an  Auguftine 

ififerted  that  the  work  might  contain  acorn-  tranflated  or  abflra£led  from  Upton's  book 

plete  courfe  of  education  for  a  gentleman.  De  re  milaa-i^  tt  faBis  illuftribus^  written 

The  6me  title  is  in  W.  Powel's  edit.  1550.  about  the  year  1 441 .     See  the  fourth  book 

The  laft  edition  is  **  The  Gentleman 's  Dt  imfignibus  Jnglot um  nohiUum .      Edit. 

**  AcADiMYy  or  the  book  of  faint  Aibans,  BifT.  Lond.  1654.  410.    It  begins  with  the 

^  concerning  hawking*  hunting,  and  ar-  following  curious  piece  of  facred  heraldry. 

*'  mory.'*  Lond.  i$95«  4to.  *'  Of  the  offspring  of  the  ^fff///w««Jafeth» 

*  At  the  magnificent  marriage  of  the  **  come  Habraham,  Moyfes,  Aron,  and  the 
mittcefs  Margaret  with  James  the  fourth*  "  profettys*  and  alfo  the  kyng  of  the  right 
kine  of  Scotland^  in  1503,  his  majcfty  **  lyne  of  Mary,  of  whom  uaX  gintilmaM 
lends  the  new  queen,  **  a  grett  tame  hart,  **  Jhefus  was  borne,  \'ery  god  and  man  : 
<<  for  to  have  a  corfc."  Leland.  Coll.  *'  after  his  manhode  kynge  of  the  land  of 
Append,  iii.  280.  edit.  1770.  '^  Jude  and  of  Jues,    gtntilmam    by    is 

•  This  is  the  latter  part  of  the  colophon  "  moder  Mary,  prynce  of  Cote  armure^  &c." 
at  the  end  of  the  iaint  Alban's  edition.  Nicholas  Upton,  above  mentioned,  was 
**  And  here  now  endith  the  boke  of  blafyng  a  fellow  of  New  college  Oxford,  about  the 
«<  of  armys,  tranflatyt  and  compylyt  to-  year  1430.  He  had  manv  dignities  in  the 
"*  g^y  ^^  ^^y^^  Albons  the  yere  from  church.  He  was  patroniied  by  Humphrey 
**  UiyncanDKyon  of  onre  lorde  jhefu  Crift  duke  of  Glocefler,  to  whom  he  dedicates 
«<  Mccccftxxxvi.*'  [This  very  fcarce  his  book.  This  I  ought  to  have  remarked 
book,   printed  in   various  inks,    was   in  before. 

Ihc  late  Mr.  Weft'f  library.]    This  part  is 

frier 
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frier  of  Yorkfhire,  a  ftudeat  in  the  Auguftine  convent  at 
Oxford,  the  provincial  of  his  order  in  England,  and  a 
ftrenuous  champion  againft  the  doflrines  of  WicclifFe '.  I  once 
fav^  a  manufcript  of  Naflyngton's  tranflation  in  the  library 
of  Lincoln  cathedral*;  and  was  tempted  to  tranfcribc  the 
few  following  lines  from  the  prologue,  as  they  convey  an 
idea  of  our  poet's  charafter,  record  the  titles  of  fome  old 
popular  romances,  and  difcover  antient  modes  of  public 
amufement. 

I  warne  you  firfte  at  the  begynnynge. 
That  I  will  make  no  vayne  carpynge, 
Of  dedes  of  armes,  ne  of  amours. 
As  does  MYNSTRELLis  and  gestours, 
That  maketh  carpynge  in  many  a  place 
Of  OcToviANE  and  Isenbrace, 
And  of  many  other  gestes, 
And  namely  when  they  come  to  feftes  5 
Ne  of  the  lyf  of  Bevys  of  Hamptoune, 
Tliat  was  a  knyght  of  grete  renoune : 
Ne  of  fyr  Gye  of  Warwyke,  &c. 

Our  tranflator  in  thefe  verfes  formally  declares  his  in- 
tention of  giving  his  reader  no  entertainment;  anddifavows 
all  concern  with  fecular  vanities,  efpecially  thofe  unedifying 
tales  of  love  and  arms,  which  were  the  cuftomary  themes  of 
other  poets,  and  the  delight  of  an  idle  age.  The  romances 
of  OcTAviAN,  fir  Bevis,  and  fir  Guy,  have  already  been 
difculfed  at  large.  That  of  fir  Isembras  was  familiar  in  the 
time  of  Chaucer,  and  occurs  in  the  Rime  of  Sir  Thopas  *•. 
In  Mr.  Garrick's  curiqus  library  of  chivalry,  which  his 
friends  (hare  in  common  with  himfelf,  there  is  an  edition 


'  Wood,  Ant.  Univ.  Oxon.  i.  1 17.  ^  V.  6.     See  fapr.  vol.  i.  p.  123.  Notes. 

i  See  alfo  MSS.  Reg.  17  C.  viii.  p.  2. 

by 
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by  Copland,  extremely  different  from  the  manufcript  copies 
preferved  at  Cambridge*,  and  in  the  Cotton  coUeftion*".  1 
believe  it  to  be  originally  a  French  romance,  yet  not  of  very 
high  antiquity.  It  is  written  in  the  ftanza  of  Chaucer's  fir 
Thopas'.  The  incidents  are  for  the  moft  part  thofe  trite 
^expedients,  Vhich  almoft  conftantly  form  the  plan  of  thefe 
metrical  narratives. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  remarking,  that  the  min- 
strels, who  in  this  prologue  of  Naflyngton  are  named 
feparately  from  the  gestours,  or  tale-tellers,  were  fome- 
times  diftinguiflied  from  the  harpers.  In  the  year  1374, 
fix  Minftrels,  accompanied  with  four  Harpers,  on  the  anni- 
verfary  of  Alwyne  the  biftiop,  performed  their  mitiftrelfies^  at 
dinner,  in  the  hall  of  the  convent  of  faint  Swithin  at  Win- 
chefter;  ^and  during  fupper,  fung  the  fame  Gest,  or  tale, 
in  the  great  arched  chamber  of  the  prior :  on  which  folemn 
occafion,  the  faid  chamber  was  hung  with  the  arras,  or 
tapeftry,  of  the  three  kings  of  Cologne  ".  Thefe  min- 
ftrels and  harpers  belonged,  partly  to  the  royal  houfhold 
in  Winchefter  caftle,  and  partly  to  the  bifliop  of  Winchefter. 


^MSS.  CaiusCoU.  Clafs.  A.  9.  (2.)  chcmy.   MSS.    2407.   13.    fol.     Wynk>Ti 

^  Calig.  A.  12.  f.  128.  dc  Wordc  printed  this  romance  in  quarto, 

'  See  Percy*s  Ball.  i.  306.  1 926.     It  is  in  MSS.  Harl.  1704.  1 1 .  foL 

«  Regiftr.  Priorat.  S.  Swithini  Winton.  49.  b.  Imperf.  Coll.  Trin.  Dublin.  V.  6c  i, 

ut  fopr.  [vol.  i.  p.  89.]  "  In  fefto  Alwyni  14.  [C.  16.]  MSS.  More,  37.     And  fre- 

*'  epiTcopi £t  durante  pietanda  in  quently  in  other  places.     Barclay,  in  his 

**  aula  convent^,  fex  ministralli,  cum  Egloges,  mentions  this  fubjefl,  a  part  of 

**  quatuor  citharisatoribus,  faciebant  the  nativity,    painted  on  the  walls   of  a 

<*  miniftralcias   fuas.     £c   poll  cenam,  in  cburcbe  catbedralU  Egl.  v.  Signat.  D.  ii. 

•**  magna  camera  arcuata  dom.  Prions,  €an^  ad  calc.  Ship  of  fooUs^  edit.  1570. 

^' /tf^«»/ idem  GEST UM,  in  qua  camera  fu-  a   j  .u    .l     z-  •*!.    m  »i.  •     ^ 

-  ftendebawr,  m  moris  eft.  magnum  dor-  l^nd  the  ,*r.  i««/,  w,th  all  their  company. 

••  /&  Prions,  habens  pitoas  trfum  regum  ^^ T^^  ghftamg bright andonendy. 

«  Colein.  Veniebant  Vutem  difti  jo^la-  Tn'^v^Sv^M^'^  "^i  ^       fi     "^  ' 

«  tp«5  a  caftello  domini  regis,  «  ex  fami-  ^11  this  beheldc  I  m  piaure  on  the  wall. 

•'  lid  epifcopi  .  .  .  ."    The  reft  is  much  In  an  Inventory  of  ornaments  belonging 

obliterated,  and  the  date  is  hardly  difcemi-  to  the  church  of  Holbech  in  Lincolnihire, 

ble.      Among  the  Harleian  manufcript?,  and  fold  in  the  year  1548,  we  find  this  ar- 

Aereis  an  antient  fong  on  the  three  kings  tide.     «  Item^  for  the  coats  of  the  iii. 

of  Cologne,    in  which  the  whole  ftory  of  **  kyngs  of  Coloyne,  vj.  iiii//."    I  fuppofe 

that  favorite  romance  is  refolved  into  al-  thefe  coats  were  for  drefTing  perfons  who 

rcprefentcd 
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There  was  an  annual  mafs  at  the  flirine  or  tomb  of  bifhop 
Alwyne  in  the  church,  which  was  regularly  foUowed  by  a 
feaft  in  tlie  convent.     It  is  probable,  that  the  Gest  here 
fpecified  was  fome  poetical  legend  of  the  prelate,  to  whofc 
memory  this  yearly  feftival  was  inftituted,  and  who  was  a 
Saxon  bifhop  of  Winchefter   about  the  year   1040'.     Al- 
though fongs  of  chivalry  were  equally  common,  and  I  be- 
lieve more  welcome  to  the  monks,  at  thefe  folemnities.     la 
an  accompt-roU  of  the  priory  of  Bicefter,  in  Oxford{hire% 
I  find  a  parallel  inftance,  under  the  year  1432.     It  is  in  this, 
entry.     "  Dat.  fex  Miniftrallis  de  Bokyngham  cantantibus 
"  in  refe6lorio  Martyrium  septem  dormientium  in  ffefto 
"  epiphaniey  ivj."     That  is,    the  treafurer  of  the  monaftery 
gave  four  fhillings  to  fix  minfireh  from  Buckingham,    for 
finging  in  the  refeftory  a  legend  called  the  martyrdom  op 
THE  SEVEN  SLEEPERS  ^  ou  the  fcaft  of  the  Epiphany.   In  the 
Cotton  library,  there  is  a  Norman  poem  in  Saxon  charafters 
on  this  fubjeft ' ;  which  was  probably  tranflated  afterwards 
into  Englifti  rhyme.     The  original  is  a  Greek  legend  ',  never 

reprcfentcd  the  three  kings  in  fomc  procef-  La  ueiru  beu  lur  tut  luj*  ^  bure 

iion  on  the  Nativity.     Or  perhaps  for  a  E  tvc  lurz  ej-t  ccrceine  epure. 

Mysterv  on  the  fubjeft.  plaid  by  the  ,  j^SS.  Lambecc.  viii.   p.  375.     Pho- 

panfh.  But  m  the  fame  Inventory  we  have,  ^       ^^^^  ^^^      ^^  autW.  gives  the 

f  T'Ah    "/'^J-^'U**  "P?'"*''^  'T'  f-bftance  of  this  G^k  legend.  Bill.  Cod. 

I?l^r.    1"°    V^"'"^^^   """•    ^*'•  «''"'•  P»g-'399-  cditr.sp  .  fol.    This 

Stakeleys  It,n    Cur.os.  pag.   19      In  ft        was*^j|„^^  among^L  Arabians. 

Si  *^,«"«P'»  of  5h»«h-i,«rden,  for  faint  The^  „,„irul„ans  borrowed  many  wonderful 

Helen  s  at  Abingdon.  Berks    for  the  year  ^^^j^^  ^^  ^  ^^^ftj^    \^^^^  . 

1566.  there  is  an  entry  For/tn.ngupKo.  embellifhed  with  new  fiaions.    They  p,^ 

BIN  HooDEs   B0WE».    I   fuppofe  for  a  j,„j  jj,at  a  dog.  which  was  accidentally 

panfh  interlude.  AaCH^ot.  vol. ,.  p.  ,6.  fl,„j  „p  j„  ^^  cavern  with  th^/rvenjleepj, 

"  He  IS  buried  in  the  north  wall  of  the  become  rational.     See  Herbelot,   Dicx. 

prefbytery,  vidth  an  infcription.  Orient,  p.  139.  a.  V.  Ashab.  p.  17. 

o  In  Thefauriaro  Coll.  Trin.  Oxon.  [See  In  the  Britifh  Mufeum  there  is  a  poem, 

fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  90.]  partly  in  Saxon  charaflers.  De  futrUia  do- 

P  In  the  fourth  century,  being  inclofed  mini  noftri  Jhe/u  Crifti.  Ox,tht  childhood  ef 

in  a  cave  at  Ephefus  by  the  emperour  Dc-  Chrift.  MSS.  Harl.  2399.  lo.  fol.  47.    It 

cius  J72  years,  they  were  afterwards  found  begins  thus, 

fleeping.  and  alive.  AUe  myzhty  eod  yn  Trynyte, 

4  MSS.  Cott.  Calig.  a.  ix.  iii.  fol.  That  bowth  [bought]  man  on  rode  dere ; 

313.  b.   [See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  18.]   "  Jd  He  gefo  ows  wafhe  to  the     ** 

**  ttmmentt  la  vit  be  Seut  dormanz."  A  lytyl  wyle  that  ye  wylle  me  here. 

Who 
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printed ;  but  which,  in  the  dark  ages,  went  about  in  a  bar* 
barous  Latin  tranflation,  by  one  Syrus ' ;  or  in  a  narrative 
framed  from  thence  by  Gregory  of  Tours  *. 

Henry  Bradfhaw  has  rather  larger  pretentions  to  poeti- 
cal fame  than  William  of  Naflington,  although  fcarcely 
dcfcrving  the  name  of  an  original  writer  in  any  refpeft. 
He  was  a  native  of  Chefter,  educated  at  Gloucefter  college 
in  Oxford,  and  at  length  a  Benediftine  monk  of  faint  Wer- 
burgh*8  abbey  in  his  native  place'.  Before  the  year  1500, 
he  wrote  the  life  of  saint  Werburgh,  a  daughter  of  a 
king  of  the  Mercians,  in  Englifh  verfe  ^.  This  poem,  befide 
the  devout  deeds  and  paflion  of  the  poet's  patronefs  faint, 


Who  woold  fafped  that  this  abfurd  legend 
had  alfo  a  Gfeek  original  ?  It  was  taken, 
I  do  not  fappofe  immediately,  from  an  apo- 
cryphal narrative  afcribed  to  faint  Thomas 
the  apoftle,  but  really  compiled  by  Thomas 
Ifraelitesy  and  entitled,  Aay^  ik  ta  wat^M 

X^ic^Mf  Liher  de  pueritia  et  miratulis  domim% 
Sec.  It  is  printed  in  part  by  Cotelerios, 
Not.  ad  Patr  Apoftol.  p.  274.  Who  there 
mentions  a  book  of  Saint  Matthew  the 
Evangeliftf  Df  Imf.intia  Sal'vatvris^  in  which 
oar  Lord  is  fntrodoccd  learning  to  read. 
Sec,  See  Iren.  lib.  i.  c.  xvJi.  p.  104. 
Among  ether  figments  of  this  kind,  in  the 
Pieado-GeUUian  Decree  are  recited,  Tbt 
hiftofj  and  naifvity  cf  tar  Sai}i9ur^  and  «/* 
Mary  and  the  mid^-ift.  And,  The  bifltry 
of  the  infancy  of  our  Saviour,  Jur.  Can. 
Distinct,  can.  3.  The  latter  piece  is 
mentioned  by  Anallafius,  where  he  cenfures 
as  fuppoiititious,  the  puerile  miraciej  of 
Chrift.  0^r.y.  c.  xiii.  p.  26. 

On  the  fame  fnbjedl  there  is  an  Arabic 
book,  probably  compiled  foon  after  the 
rife  of  Mahometan] fm,  tranflated  into  La- 
tin by  Sikius,  called  Evangelium  in- 
FANTiiE,  Arab,  et  Latin.  Trajeft.  ad 
Rhen.  i697>  8vo.  In  this  piece,  Chnfl  is 
examined  by  the  Jewifh  doflors,  in  agro- 
nomy,  mcdidne,  phyfics,  and  metaphyfics. 
Sikius  fnys,  that  the  puerile  miracles 
cf  Ch;iit  iveae  common  anftong  the  Per- 


fians.  Ibid  in  Not.  p  5c.  Fabridns  cites 
a  German  poem,  more  tnan  fbir  hmidred 
years  old,  toonded  on  thefe  legends.  Cod. 
Apocryph.  Nov.  Test.  tom.  1.  pag.  21a. 
Hamburg.  1703. 

At  the  end  of  the  Englifh  poem  on  thia 
fubjed  above  cited,  is  the  following  mhric* 
*'  Qod  dnus  Johannes  Arcitenens  canoni- 
**  cus  fiodminie  et  natus  in  ilia."  Whe- 
ther this  canon  of  Bodmin  in  Cornwall, . 
whofe  name  was  perhaps  Archer,  or  Bow* 
yer,  is  the  poet,  or  only  the  tranfaibfr,  I 
cannot  fay.  Sec  fol.  48.  In  the  fame  ma- 
nufcript  volume,  [8.]  there  is  an  old  Eng- 
lifh poem  to  oar  Saviour,  with  this  note. 
"  Explicit  Contimplaticnem  bonam.  Quod 
"  dnus  Johannes  Arcuarius  Canonicus  Bod- 
'*  minie."  See  what  is  faid,  below,  of  the 
PsEUDO-EvANGELiuM  attributed  to  Ni- 
chodemus. 

*  Apud  Surium,  ad  27  Jul. 
'  Hiftoria  Septem  Dormientium,  Parif. 
151 1.  4to.  Ibid.  1640.  And  apud  Ruin- 
art,  p.  1270.  See  rrasf.  Ruinart.  ^,  79. 
And  Gregory  himfelf  De  glcria  martyrumt 
cap.  95.  pag.  826.  This  piece  is  noticed 
and  much  commended  by  tlie  old  chroni- 
cler Albericus,  ad  ann.  319. 

"  Athen.  Oxon.  i.  p.  9.     Pitf.  690. 
^  He  declares,  that  he  does  not  mean  tQ 
rival  Chaucer,  LydgSLlcfemenfious^  prcfnaumt 
Barklay,  and  //  ^enti*ue  Skelton.    The  two 
lafl  were  his  cotemporaries.  L.  ii.  c.  24* 

comprehends 
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comprehends  a  variety  of  other  fubjefts  j  as  a  defcription  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  Mercians  ',  the  lives  of  faint  Etheldred 
and  faint  Sexburgh  \  the  foundation  of  the  city  of  Chefter  ', 
and  a  chronicle  of  our  kings  \  It  is  collefted  from  Bede, 
Alfred  of  Beverly,  Malmefbury,  Girardus  Cambrenfis,  Hig- 
den's  Polychronicon,  and  the  paffionaries  of  the  female  faints, 
Wcrburgh,  Etheldred,  and  Sexburgh,  which  were  kept  for 


*  Lib.  i.   c.  ii. 

y  Lib.  i.  cap.  xviii.  xix. 

*  Lib.  i.   cap.  iii. 

*  Lib.  ii.  cap.  xv.  The  fafhion  of  wri- 
ting  metrical  Clromcles  of  the  kings  of  Eng-- 
land  grew  very  Miionable  in  this  century. 
See  (upr.  vol.  i.  p.  92.  Many  of  thefe 
are  evidently  compofed  for  the  harp :  bat 
they  are  moflly  mere  genealogical  deduc- 
tions. Heame  has  printed,  from  the  He- 
ralds office,  a  Pet BG REE  of  our  kings, 
from  William  the  conqueror  to  Henry  uie 
iixth,  written  in  ii^8.  [Appendix  to 
Rob.  Glouceilr.  vol.  li.  p.  585.  fee  p.  588.] 
This  is  a  fpecimen. 

Then  regnyd  Harry  nought  full  wyfe. 
The  fon  or  Mold  fMaud]  the  emperyfe. 
In  hys  tyme  then  leynt  Thomas 
At  Caunterbury  marteryd  was. 
He  held  Rofomund  the  (been, 
Gret  forwe  hit  was  for  the  queen  : 
At  Wodeftoke  for  hure  he  made  a  toure, 
That  is  called  Rosemovnoes  boure.— 
And  iithen  regnyd  his  fone  Richerd, 
A  man  that  was  never  aferd  : 
He  werrcd  ofte  tyme  and  wyfe 
Worthily  upon  goddis  enemyfe. 
And  fithen  he  was  Ihoten,  alas  ! 
Attc  caflle  Gulard  there  he  was. 
Atte  Fontc  Everarde  he  lithe  there : 
He  regnyd  almoft  two  yere. — 
In  Johne  is  t)*me,  as  y  undcrflonde, 
Was  entredyted  alle  Engelonde : 
He  was  fulle  wrothe  and  grym, 
For  preftus  would   nouglit    fyiige   before 
hym,  &c. 

L^deate  has  left  the  bed  chronicle  of  the 
kmd^  and  moil  approaching  to  poetry.  The 
ngnynge  of  kyngys  after  the  conqueft  hy  the 
monk  of  Bury.  MSS.  Fairf.  fiibl.  Bodh 
16.  [And  MSS.  AOunol.  59.  ii.  MSS. 
Vol.  U. 


Harl.  225 1 .  3.  And  a  beautiful  copy,  with 
pidures  of  the  kings,  MSS.  Cotton.  J  u  l  i  v  s . 
£.  s.J  Never  printed.  [Unlefs  printed  by 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1530.  410.  "  Thw 
"  myghty  Wyllyam  duke  of  Normandy."] 
This  is  one  of  the  ftanzas.  [See  MSS* 
Bodl.  B.  3.  1999.  6.] 

RiCARDUS    PRIMUS. 

Rychard  the  next  by  fuccefTyon, 

Ffirft  of  that  name,   (bong,  hardy,  and 

notable, 
Was  crouned  kynge,  called  Cur  de  lyon. 
With  Saryzonys  hedys  ferved  atte  table : 
Sleyn  at  Galard  by  death  full  lamentable  i 
The  fpace  regned  fully  ix  yere  ; 
His  hert  buryed  in  Roon,  atte  highe  autere . 

Compare  MSS.  Harl.  372.  9.  There  was 
partly  a  political  view  in  thefe  dedudlions  : 
to  afcertain  the  right  of  our  kings  to  the 
crowns  of  France,  Caflile,  Leon,  and  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy.  See  MSS.  Harl. 
326.  2. — 116.  II.  fol.  1.42.  I  know  not 
whether  it  be  worth  obfervine,  that  about 
this  time  a  pradice  prevailed  of  conilruc- 
ting  long  parchment-rolls  in  Latin,  of  the 
Pedigree  of  our  kings.  Of  this  kind  is 
the  Pedigree  of  Britijh  kings  from  Adam  to 
Henry  thefixtby  written  about  the  year  1450, 
by  Roger  Alban,  a  Carmelite  friar  of  Lon- 
don. It  begins,  '*  Confiderans  chronico- 
"  rum  prolix itatem."  The  original  copy, 
prefented  to  Henry  the  iixth  by  the  com- 
piler, is  now  in  Queen's  college  library  at 
Oxford.  MSS.  [22.]  B.  5.  3.  There  arc 
two  copies  in  WincheHer  college  library, 
and  another  in  the  Bodleian.  Among  bi- 
fhop  More's  manufcripts,  there  is  a  parch- 
ment-noU  of  the  Pedigree  of  our  kin|;i 
from  Ethelred  to  Henij  the  fourth,  in 
French,  with  j»iAoret  ox  the  feveral  mo- 
A  a  Barchs% 


178 


THE      HISTORY      OP 


public  edification  in  the  choir  of  the  church  of  ouf  poet*9 
monaftery  ^.  Bradfhaw  is  not  fo  fond  of  relating  vifions 
and  miracles  as  his  arguftient  feems  to  promife.  Although 
concerned  with  three  faints,  he  deals  more  in  plain  fiafts  than 
in  the  fi6lions  of  religious  romance  -,  and,  on  the  whole> 
his  performance  is  rather  hiftorical  than  legendary.  This  is 
remarkable,  in  an  age,  when  it  was  the  falhion  to  turn 
hiftory  into  legend  '.     His  fabulous  origin  of  Chefter  is  not 


sarchs.  MSS.  49 g.  And,  in  the  fame 
coUeftion,  a  Pedigree  from  Harold  to 
Hesry  the  fourth,  with  elegant  illumina- 
tions. MSS.  470.  In  the  fame  rage  of 
genealoffiiing,  A]  ban  abovementioaed  fram- 
ed the  Defcent  of  Jefus  Chrift»  from  Adam 
ihroueh  the  Levitical  and  regal  tribes,  the 
Jewim  patnarchf ,  }Vid^,  kings,  i>rojphets, 
and  priefts.  The  origmad  roll,  at  it  feenu* 
on  veUom,  heantifblly  iilonunated,  it  in 
NfSS.  More,  at  fapr.  495.  But  this  wat 
partly  copied  from  Peter  ot  Poidou,  a  difd- 
ple  of  Lombard  aboat  the  year  1 1 70,  who, 
rar  the  benefit  of  the  pciorer  dere^,  wat 
the  firft  that  found  out  the  method  <?  form- 
ing, and  vedndng  into  pardiment-rollt,  his- 
torical Trees  of  the  old  teftament.  Al- 
beric.  in  Chron.  p.  441.  See  MSS.  Denb. 
1627.  I.  Rot.  membr 

As  to  Bradihaw's  hiftorv  of  the  fbon- 
dation  of  Chefter,  it  may  be  clafled  with 
the  FotntDATiON  op  the  abbit  op 
Gloucester,  a  poem  of  twenty-two 
ihmzas,  written  in  the  year  1534,  by  the 
laft  abbot  William  Malveme,  printed  b^ 
Heame,  Ubi  fupr.  p.  378.  This  picoe  is 
mentioned  by  Harpsfiela,  Hist.  Ecclbs. 
Ancl.  p.  264.  Prindp.  **  In  fandrie 
**  fayer  volumes  of  antiquitie."  MSS.  HarK 
539.  14.  ibl.  III. 

^  For  as  deckreth  the  tme  Passion  art, 
A  boke  where  her  hoiie  lyfe  wrytten  it, 
Whidi  boke  remayneth  in  Chefter  mo- 
naftery. 


Liix  L  c  Yii. 
ibid. 


Signat.  C  ii.    And  again. 


I  folow  the  legend  and  true  hyftory 
After  an  homUle  ftile  and  from  it  ly tell  vary* 


And  in  the  Prologue,  lib.  i.  Sigaat.  A  iiii* 

Untoo  this  rude  worke  myne  audort  thele, 

Fyrft  the  true  Legendt,  and  the  venerable- 
Bcdc, 

Mayfter  Alfrydns,  and  Wyllyam  Malmof- 
bury, 

Gyrard,  Polychronicon,  and  other  mo  in- 
deed. 

'  Even  fcriptute-hiftory  wat  turned  inta 
romance.  The  ftory  of  Efther  and  Aha- 
fnemt,  or  of  Amon  or  Hamom,  and  Mar- 
doc  Hsut  or  Mordecaif  wat  formed  inta 
a  fabulous  poem.  MS.  Vemon>  ut  fapr». 
fbl.  213. 

Of  Amon  and  MARDOCHEUt. 
Mony  wynter  witerly 
Or  Crift  weore  boren  of  vre  ladi, 
A  rich  kynge,  hizte  Ahaiwerb, 
That  ftif  wat  on  ftede  and  Aere  ; 
Mighti  kynge  he  was,  i  wis. 
He  livede  muchel  in  weolye  ant  blis. 
His  blifte  may  i  nat  telle  zou. 
How  lange  hit  weore  to  fchewe  hit  nou  ; 
But  thing  that  tovcheth  to  vre  matere 
I  wol  zou  telle^  gif  ze  wol  here. 
The  kyng  lovede  a  knight  fo  wele. 
That  he  commaunded  men  fliould  knele 
Bifore  him,  in  vche  a  ftitete. 
Over  all  ther  men  mihte  him  meete ; 
Amon  was  the  knihtet  nome. 
On  him  fell  muchel  worldus  fchome> 
Ffor  in  this  ilke  kynges  lande 
Wat  moche  folke  of  Jewes  wonande. 
Of  heore  kynd  the  kyng  hym  tok 
A  qwene  to  wyve,  at  teUeth  the  bok.  Sec, 

In  the  Britifh  Mnfeum,  there  is  a  long 
commentitiout  narrative  of  the  CndiiM  of 

JUtm 
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fo  much  to  be  imputed  to  his  own  want  of  veracity,  as  to 
the  authority  of  his  voucher  Ranulph  Higden,  a  celebrated 
chronicler,  his  countryman,  and  a  monk  of  his  own  abbey  ^ 
He  fuppofes  that  Chefter,  called  by  the  antient  Britons  Cair 


Adam  and  Eve,  their  Sufftrings  and  Repen" 
tance^  Death  and  BuriallfASS.  Harl.  1 704. 
5.  fbl.  i8.  This  is  from  a  Latin  piece  on 
the  fame  fubjedt,  ibid.  49^.  12.  fbl.  43. 
imperf.  In  the  Engliih,  Peter  Comeftor, 
the  maifter  of  ftories^  audior  of  the  hiflorta 
fchoUfticay  who  fiourifh^  about  the  year 
1170,  is  quoted.  foL  ^6.  Bat  he  is  not 
mentioned  m  the  Latin,  at  fol.  49. 

In  Chaacer's  Miller's  Tali,  we  have 
thispaffage,  v.  3538. 

Haft  thou  not  herd,  ^uod  Nicholas  alfo. 
The  forwe  of  Noe  with  his  felawfhip. 
Or  that  he  might  get  his  wif  to  ihip  f 

I  kjiow  not  whether  this  anecdote  about 
Noah  is  in  any  iimilar  fuppofititioos  book 
of  Genefis.  It  occurs,  however,  in  the 
Chefter  Wbitfun  Plajes^  where  the  authors, 
according  to  the  efUbliflied  indulgence  al- 
lowed to  dramatic  poets,  perhaps  thought 
themfelves  at  liberty  to  enlarge  on  the  fa- 
cred  ftory.  MSS.  Harl.  2013.  This  alter- 
cation between  Noah  and  his  wife,  takes 
up  almoft  the  whole  third  pageaunt  of  thefe 
interludes.  Noah,  having  reproached  his 
wife  for  her  ufual  frowaranefs  of  temper, 
at  laft  conjures  her  to  come  on  board  the 
ark,  for  rear  of  drowning.  His  wife  in- 
iifts  on  his  failing  without  her ;  and  fwears 
by  Chrift  md  faint  John,  that  fhe  will  not 
embark,  till  fome  of  her  old  female  com- 
panions are  ready  to  go  with  her.  She 
adds,  that  if  he  is  in  fuch  a  hurry,  he  may 
fail  alone,  and  fetch  himfelf  a  new  wife. 
At  leneth  Shem,  with  the  help  of  his  bro- 
thers, forces  her  into  the  vefTel ;  and  while 
Noah  very  cordially  welcomes  her  on  board, 
ihegives  him  a  box  on  the  ear. 

There  is  an  apocryphal  book,  of  the 
expulfion  of  Adam  from  Paradife,  and  of 
Sethis  pilgrimage  to  Paradife,  &c.  &c  MSS. 
Ecclef.  Cathedr.  Winton.  4. 

^  There  is  the  greateft  probability,  that 
IIalph  HiGDEN,  hitherto  known  as  a 
grave  hiilorian  and  theologift,  wu  the  com- 


piler of  the  Cbejler-playsj  motioned  above, 
vol.  i.  p.  245.  In  one  of  the  Harleian 
copies  [2013.  I.]  under  the  Proclama- 
tion for  peiforming  thefe  plays  in  the 
year  1522,  this  note  occurs,  in  the  hand 
of  the  third  Randal  Holme,  one  of  the 
Chefter  antiquaries.  **  Sir  John  Amway 
«' was  mavor,  A.  D.  1327^  «ad  1328. 
"  At  which  tyme  thefe  playes  were  writ- 
*'  ten  by  Randall  Higgenit,  a  monke 
<*  of  Chefter  abbey,  &c."  In  a  Prologue 
to  thefe  plays,  when  they  were  pivfented 
in  the  year  1600,  are  th^e  lines,  ibid.  2. 

That  fome  tymes  ther  was  mayor  of  thit 

atie 
Six  John  Amway  knight :  who  mat  wor- 

thilie 
Contented  hymfelfe  to  ffett  out  in  pla^e. 
The  Devifeofone  Done  Row »a  tL,  Moonks 

of  Chefter  abbaye. 

Done  RondalJ  is  Dan  [dominus]  Randal.  Jk 
another  of  the  Harleian  copies  of  theiepiayA, 
written  in  the  year  1607,  this  note  apDeart, 
feemingly  written  in  the  year  1628.  [MSS. 
Harl.  2124.]  *'  The  Whitfun  playea  firft 
**  made  by  one  Don  Rondle  Hegginett  a 
"  monke  of  Chefter  abbey :  who  was  thrift! 
**  at  Rome  before  he  oodd  obtaine  leave 
**  of  the  pope  to  have  them  in  the  Englifti 
**  tongue."  Our  chronicler's  name  in  the 
text,  fometimes  written  Hikeden^  and  ////- 
gedenj  was  eafily  corrupted  into  Higgenei^ 
<>f  ^fggf^^ '  And  Randal  is  Ranu^  or 
Randolph,  Ralph,  He  died,  having  bee» 
a  monk  of  Chefter  abbey  fixty-four  years, 
in  the  year  1363.  In  Piers  Plowman,  a 
frier  fays,  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  "  rimes  of  Randall  of  Chester. ** 
fbl.  26.  edit.  1550.  I  uke  this  ^^stg/s 
to  allude  to  this  very  j;>erfon,  and  to  hia 
compofitions  of  this  kmd,  fbr  whiq^  he 
was  probably  foon  famous*  In  aa  anony- 
mous Chronicon,  he  is  ftyled  Ranulphui 
Ceftrenfisf  which  is  nothing  more  thaii 
Randall  of  Chester.  M§«  Ric.  James, 
A  a  a  M.  %. 
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Lleon,  or  the  city  of  Legions^  was  founded  by  Leon  Gaur,  a 
giant,  corrupted  from  Leon  Vaur,  or  the  great  legion. 

The  founder  of  this  citie,  as  fayth  Polychronicon> 
Was  Leon  Gaur,  a  myghte  ftronge  gyaunt, 
Which  buildid  caves  and  dongeons  manie  a  one, 
No  goodlie  buildyng,  ne  proper,  ne  pleafant* 

He  adds,  with  an  equal  attention  to  etymology : 

But  kinge  Leir  a  Britan  fine  and  valiaunt. 
Was  founder  of  Chefter  by  pleafaunt  buildyng. 
And  was  named  Guar  Leir  by  the  kyng  *. 

But  a  greater  degree  of  credulity  would  perhaps  have  af- 
forded him  a  better  claim  to  the  charafter  of  a  poet :  and, 
at  leaft,  we  fhould  have  conceived  a  more  advantageous  opi- 
nion of  his  imagination,  had  he  been  lefs  frugal  of  thofe 
traditionary  fables,  in  which  ignorance  and  fuperftition  had 
cloathed  every  part  of  his  argument.  This  piece  was  firft 
printed  by  Pinfon  in  the  year  1521.  "  Here  begynneth  the 
"  holy  lyfe  of  Saynt  Werburge,  very  frutefuU  for  all 
"  criften  people  to  rede  '."  He  traces  the  genealogy  of  faint 
Werburg  with  much  hiflorical  accuracy  *. 

zL  8.  Bibl.  Bodl.    And  again  we  have^  '  In  o£Uvo.   With  a  wooden  cut  of  the 

Ranulphi   CssTRENSit    "  ars  compo'  Saint.  Princip.    «•  When  Phebus  had  ronnc 

•*  nemdi  /nrnomj.'*  MSS.  Bodl.  Tap.  N.  2.  **  his  cours  m  Sagittari.'*    At  the  begin- 

Art.  10.  And  in  many  other  places.  ning  is  an  Englilh  copy  of  veifes,  by  J.  T. 

By  the  way,  if  it  be  troe  that  thefe  And  at  the  end  two  others. 
MrsTiaiES  were  compofed  in  the  year  m  ^j  r    ^        j-.l  1       r 

1 J28,  and  there  was  fo  much  difficulty  in  *  Adifaryp^yon.fthigtanalogytf^K^^y 

obtaining  the  pope's  permiffion  that  they  w«»«u"^ce»  \3c. 

might  be  Drefented  in  Engliih,  a  piefnmp-  This  noble  prynces,  the  doughter  of  Syon, 

tive  proof  arifesy  that  all  our  Mysteries  The  floure  of  vertu,  and  vyrgyn  eloryous, 

befbie  that  period  were  in  Latin.    Thefe  Bleffed  faynt  Werburge,  full  of  ^vocyon, 

plays  will  therefore  have  the  merit  of  being  Defcended  by  auncetry,  and  ty tie  fimious, 

the  firft  EngUfh  interludes.  Of  foore  myghty  kynges,  noble  and  vyc- 

«  Lib.  ii.  c.  iii.  toryous, 

Reynyngc 
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The  moft  fplendid  paflage  of  this  poem,  is  the  following 
defcription  of  the  feaft  made  by  king  Ulpher  in  the  hall  of 
the  abbey  of  Ely,  when  his  daughter  Werburgh  was  admit- 
ted to  the  veil  in  that  monaftery.  Among  other  curious 
anecdotes  of  antient  manners,  the  fubjefts  of  the  tapeftry, 
with  which  the  hall  was  hung,  and  of  the  fongs  fung  by 
the  minftrels,  on  this  folemn  occafion,.  are  given  at  large  **. 

Kynge  Wulfer  her  father  at  this  ghoftly  fpoufage 
Prepared  great  tryumphes,  and  folempnyte ; 
Made  a  royaH  fceft,  as  cuftome  is  of  maryage, 
Sende  for  his  frendes,  after  good  humanyte 
Kepte  a  noble  houfholde,  fhewed  great  lyberalyte 
Both  to  ryche  and  poore,  that  to  this  feeft  wolde  come. 
No  man  was  denyed,  every  man  was  wellcome. 

Her  uncles  and  auntes,  were  prefent  there  all 

Ethel  red  and  Merwalde,  and  Mercelly  alfo 

Thre  bleffed  kynges,  whome  fayntes  we  do  call 

Saint  Kenefwyd,  faint  Keneburg,  their  lifters  both  two 

And  of  her  noble  lynage,  many  other  mo 

Were  redy  that  feafon,  with  reverence  and  honour 

At  this  noble  tryumphe,  to  do  all  theyr  devour. 

Reynyngc  in  his  lande,  by  true  fucccflyon.  Which  Penda  fubdaed,  fyac  kynges  of  this 
As  her  lyfe  hiftoryall •,  maketh  declarac'yon.  rcgyon  • 

The  year  of  our  lorde,  from  the  natyuyte  Reygnynge  thyrty  ycrc,  in  worfliyp  and 
Fyue  hundreth  xiiii.  and  iiii.  fcore,  reuerens 

Whan  Aull)  n  was  fende,  from  faynt  Gn-  Was  grauntfather  to  Werburge,  by  lynyall 


goryc, 


fucceffyon 


To  conuert  this  reeyon, .  unto  our  fauyoure  By  his  quene  Kyncfwith,  had  a  noble  gc- 

The  noble  kyng  Cryda  than  reygncd  with  ncracyon 

honoure  Fyue  valeant  prynces,   Penda  and  kynge 

Upon  the  Mcrcyens,   whiche  kynge  was  Wulfer, 

father  Kynge  Ethelrcd,  faynt  Marceyl,  faynt  Mar- 

Unto  kynge  Wybba,  and  Quadriburgc  his  walde  in  fere  f. 

fyfter.  *  **  Of  the  great  folempnyte  kynge  Wul- 

This   Wybba  gate   Penda,    kynge  of  "  ^  made  at  the  ghoftly  maryage  of  Say nt 

Mercyens^  "  Werburge  his  doughter,  to  all  his  lovers» 

'•  cofyns,  and  frendes,"  Ca.  xvi.  L.  i* 

•  That  is,  her  Lc|cnd.  f  Edit.  Pinf.  Ijai. 

Tho 
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,  Tho  kynges  mcttc  them,  with  their  company, 
Egbryft  kynge  of  Kent,  brother  to  the  quene; 
The  fecond  was  Aldulphe  kynge  of  the  eaft  party. 
Brother  to  faynt  Audry,  wyfe  and  mayde  ferenc  i 
With  divers  of  theyr  progeny,  and  nobles  as  I  wenc, 
Dukes,  erles,  barons,  and  lordes  ferre  and  nere. 
In  theyr  beft  array,  were  prefent  all  in  fere  *. 

It  were  full  tedyous,  to  make  defcrypcyon 

Of  the  great  tryumphes,  and  folempne  royalte, 

Belongynge  to  the  feeft,  the  honour  and  provyfyon, 

JBy  playne  declaracyon,  upon  every  partye ; 

'But  the  fothe  to  fay,  withouten  ambyguyte. 

All  herbes  and  flowres,  fragraunt,  fayre  and  fwete. 

Were  ftrawed  in  halles,  and  layd  under  theyr  fete. 

Clothes  of  golde  and  arras,  were  hanged  in  the  hall 
Depaynted  with  pyftures,  and  hyftoryes  manyfoldc. 
Well  wroughte  and  craftely,  with  precious  ftones  all 
Glyterynge  as  Phebus,  and  the  beten  golde,    ' 
Lyke  an  erthly  paradyfe,  pleafaunt  to  beholde : 
As  for  the  fayd  moynes '',  was  not  them  amonge, 
But  prayenge  in  her  cell,  as  done  all  novice  yonge. 

The  ftory  of  Adam,  there  was  goodly  wrought 
And  of  his  wyfe  Eve,  bytwene  them  the  ferpent. 
How  they  were  deceyved,  and  to  theyr  peynes  brought ; 
There  was  Cayn  and  Abell,  offeryngc  theyr  prefent. 
The  facryfyce  of  Abell,  accepte  full  evydent : 
Tuball  and  Tubalcain,  were  purtrayed  in  that  place 
The  inventours  of  mufyke,  and  crafte  by  great  grace. 

*  Together*  ^  Nan.  L  cThe  Lady  Werburg. 

Noc 
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Noe  and  his  (hyppe,  was  made  there  curyouily 
Sendynge  forthe  a  raven,  whiche  never  came  again  1 
And  how  the  dove  returned,  with  a  braunche  haftely,, 
A  token  of  comforte  and  peace,  to  man  certayne : 
Abraham  there  was,  ftanding  upon  the  mount  playne 
To  offer  in  facrifice,  Ifaac  his  dere  fone. 
And  how  the  fhepe  for  hym  was  offered  in  oblacyon. 

The  twelve  fones  of  Jacob,  there  were  in  purtrayture^ 
And  how  into  Egypt,  yonge  Jofeph  was  folde. 
There  was  imprifoned,  by  a  falfe  conjeftour. 
After  in  all  Egypte,  was  ruler  (as  is  tolde). 
There  was  in  pyfture,  Moyfes  wyfe  and  bolde. 
Our  Lorde  apperynge,  in  bufhe  flammynge  as  fyre 
And  nothing  thereof  brent,  lefe,  tree,  nor  fpyre\ 

The  ten  plages  of  Egypt,  were  well  emboft 
The  chyldren  of  Ifrael,  paffyng  the  reed  fee,, 
Kynge  Pharoo  drowned,  with  all  his  proude  hooft. 
And  how  the  two  table,  at  the  mounte  Synaye 
Were  gyven  to  Moyfes,  and  how  foon  to  idolatry 
The  people  were  prone,  and  punyftied  were  therefore,. 
How  Datan  and  Abyron,  for  pryde  were  full  youre  "•. 

Duke  Jofue  was  joyned,  after  them  in  pydlure, 
Ledynge  the  Ifrehelytes  to  the  land  of  promyffyon,. 
And  how  the  (aid  land  was  divided  by  mefure 
To  the  people  of  God,  by  equall  fundry  porcyon : . 
The  judges  and  bysftiops  were  there  everychone, 
Theyr  noble  aftes,  and  tryumphes  marcyall, 
Fresfhly  were  browdred  in  thefe  clothes  royall. . 


»  Twig.    Branch.  ■  Biimt.' 


Ncxte. 
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Nexte  to  the  greate  lorde,  appercd  fayre  and  bryght 
Kynge  Saull  and  David,  and  prudent  Solomon, 
Roboas  fuccedynge,  whiche  foone  loft  hk  myght. 
The  good  kynge  Efechyas,  and  his  gcneracyon, 
And  fo  to  the  Machabees,  and  dyvers  other  nacyon, 
All  thefe  fayd  ftoryes,  fo  rychely  done  and  wrought. 
Belongyng  to  kyng  W^ilfer,  agayn  that  tyme  were  brought  \ 

But  over  the  hye  deffe  **,  in  the  pryncypall  place 
Where  the  fayd  thre  kynges  fate  crowned  all, 
The  beft  hallynge '  hanged,  as  reafon  was^ 
Whereon  were  wrought  the  ix.  orders  angelicaH 
Dyvyded  in  thre  ierarchyfes,  not  ceffynge  to  call 
SanBuSy  fanSlm^  fanSluSy  bleffed  be  the  Trynite, 
Dominus  Deus  Sabaoth^  thre  perfons  in  one  deyte. 

Next  kn  order  fuynge ',  fette  in  goodly  purtrayture 
Was  our  bleffed  lady,  flowre  of  femynyte. 
With  the  twelve  Apoftles,  echeone  in  his  figure, 
And  the  foure  Evangelyftes,  wrought  moft  cuiyouily : 
Alfo  the  Dyfcyples  of  Chrift  in  theyr  degre 
Prechynge  and  techynge,  unto  every  nacyon. 
The  faythtes '  of  holy  chyrche,  for  their  falvacyon. 

Martyrs  than  folowed,  right  manifolde  : 

The  holy  Innocentes,  whom  Herode  had  flayne, 

Bleffed  Saynt  Stephen,  the  prothomartyr  truly, 

Saynt  Laurence,  Saynt  Vyncerit,  fufferynge  great  payne  j 

With  many  other  mo,  than  here  ben  now  certayne, 

Of  which  fayd  martyrs  exfample  we  may  take, 

Pacyence  .to  obferve,  in  herte,  for  Chryftes  fake. 

".All  this  tapelliy,  belonging  to  king  p  Tajpcllry. 

'Walfcr,  was  brought  to  Ely  monafiery  oo  <  FoUowing. 

this  occafion.  '  Feats.    Fa6ls. 

^.Scat. 

Confeffours 


ENGLISH      POET  R  Y.  185 

Confeffours  approched,  right  convenient, 

Freffely  enbrodred  in  ryche  tysfhewe  and  fyne  ; 

Saynt  Nycholas,  Saynt  Benedy£le,  and  his  covent, 

Saynt  Jerom,  Eafylyus,  and  Saynt  Auguftine, 

Gregory  the  great  doftour,  Ambrofe  and  Saynt  Martync : 

All  thefe  were  fette  in  goodly  purtrayture. 

Them  to  beholde  was  a  heavenly  pleafure. 

Vyrgyns  them  folowed,  crowned  with  the  lyly, 
Among  whome  our  lady  chefe  prefident  was ; 
Some  crowned  with  roofes  for  their  great  vyftory-: 
Saynt  Katheryne,  Saynt  Margerette,  Saynt  Agathas, 
Saynt  Cycyly,  Saynt  Agnes,  and  Saynt  Charytas, 
Saynt  Lucye,  Saynt  Wenefryde,  and  Saynt  Apolyn ; 
All  thefe  were  brothered  *,  the  clothes  of  goldc  within. 

Upon  the  other  fyde  of  the  hall  fette  were 

Noble  auncyent  ftoryes,  and  how  the  ftronge  Sampfon 

Subdued  his  enemyes  by  his  myghty  power; 

Of  Heftor  of  Troye,  flayne  by  fals  treafon ; 

Of  noble  Arthur,  kynge  of  this  regyon  : 

With  many  other  mo,  which  it  is  to  longe 

Playnly  to  expreffe  this  tyme  you  amonge. 

The  tables  were  covered  with  clothes  of  dyaper, 
Rychely  enlarged  with  filver  and  with  golde, 
The  cupborde  with  plate  fhynyng  fayre  and  clere, 
Marlhalles  theyr  ofFyces  fulfylled  manyfolde : 
Of  myghty  wyne  plenty,  both  newe  and  olde, 
All  maner  kynde  of  meetes  delycate 
(Whan  grace  was  fayd)  to  them  was  preparate. 

*  Embroidered. 

Vol.  II.  B  I>  To 
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To  this  noble  feed  tlwfe  was  fuche  oi?dtfiaunce> 

That  nothyBg€  wanted  that  gotea  myght  be 

On  fee  and  on  lande,  buH  there  was.  babujadance 

Of  all  maner  pk^fures  to  be  had  foe  monye ; 

TbA  bordes  all  charged  fiiU  of  meet  plente, 

And  dyvers  fubtyltes  *  prepared  fothly  were. 

With  cordyall  ^od  i^ces^  thj^r  gueftes  for  to  chcre. 

The  joyfuU  wordes.  and  fweet  comn^uiiycacyon 
Spoken  at  thQ  table,  it  were  barde  to  tell ; 
Eche  ma»  at  lybcrte,  without  interrupcyon, 
Bothe  fadnea  and  rayrthes,.  alfo  pryve  counfell. 
Some  adu^acyoti>  fbme  the  truth  dyd  tell. 
But  the  great  aftates  *  fpake  of  theyr  regyons, 
Kj»yghtes  of  theyr  chyvalcy,  of  craftes  the  comons. 

Certayne  at  eche  cours  of  ftrvice  in  the  hall^ 
TiiumpettQs  blewe  up»  (haJimes  a^d  claryons, 
Shewynge  theyr  melody,  with  toynes  ^  mufycall> 
Dyvers  other  mynftrelles,  in  crafty  proporcyons. 
Mad  fwete  concordaunce  and  lufty  dyvyfyons  : 
An  hevenly  pleafure,  fuche  armony  to  here, 
Rejoyfynge  the  hertes  of  the  audyence  full  clere. 

A  finguler  Mynftrell,  all  other  ferre  paflynge, 
Toyned  *  his  inftrument  in  pleafaunte  armony. 
And  fang  mooft  fwetely,  the  company  gladynge. 
Of  myghty  conquerours,  the  famous  vydtory  ^ 
Wherwith  was  ravysihed  theyr  fprytes  and  memory : 
Specyally  he  fange  of  the  great  Alexandere, 
Of  his  tryumphes  and  honours  endurynge  xii  yere. 


^  Diihes  of  ciuioos  cookcryy  fo  called*  "*  Tones. 

»  Kings.  "  Tuned. 

Solemply 
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Solemply  he  fonge  the  fcate  of  the  Romans, 

Ruled  under  kynges  by  policy  and  wyfedome. 

Of  theyr  hye  juftice  and  ryghtful  ordinauns 

Dayly  encreafynge  in  worfhyp  and  renowne, 

Ty  11  Tarquyne  the  proude  kynge,  with  that  great  conf ulion, 

Oppreffed  dame  Lucrccc,  the  wyfe  of  Colatype, 

Kynges  never  reyned  in  Rome  fyth  that  tyme, 

Alfo  how  the  Romayns,  under  thre  dyftatours, 
Governed  all  regyons  of  the  worlde  ryght  wyfely, 
Tyll  Julyus  Cefar,  excellynge  all  conquerours, 
Subdued  Pompeius,  and  toke  the  hole  monarchy 
And  the  rule  of  Rome  to  hym  felfe  manfully  i 
But  Caflius  Brutus,  the  fals  cofifpyratour, 
Caufed  to  be  flayne  the  fayd  noble  emperour* 

After  the  fayd  Julius,  fucceded  his  fyfter  fone. 

Called  Oflavianus,  in  the  imperyall  fee. 

And  by  his  precepte  was  made  defcrypcyon 

To  every  regyon,  lande,  fliyre  ^y  and  cytee, 

A  tribute  to  pay  unto  his  dignyte : 

That  tyme  was  univerfal  peas  and  honour. 

In  whiche  tyme  was  borne  our  bleffed  Savyourc. 

All  thefe  hyftoryes,  noble  and  auncyent, 
Rejoyfyngt  the  iudyence,  he  fange  with  pleafuer ; 
And  many  other  mo  of  the  Newe  Teftament, 
Pleafaunt  and  profytable  for  their  foules  cure, 
Whiche  be  omytted,  now  not  put  in  ure  * : 
The  mynyfters  were  ready,  theyr  ofFyce  to  fullfyll^ 
To  take  up  the  tables  at  their  lordes  wylL 


y  This  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  Sheriffs^      officers  of  the  kingdom  of  Babylon,  Dan. 
in  our  Tranflation  of  tin  Bible,  ftmmig  the      iii.  2.  *  Not  menteenied  here. 

B  b  2  Whan 


j88  the      history      OF 

Whan  this  noble  fccft  and  great  folempnytc, 

Dayly  endurynge  a  longe  tyme  and  fpace, 

Was  royally  ended  witli  honour  and  royalte, 

Eche  kynge  at  other  lyfence  taken  hace^ 

And  fo  departed  from  thens  to  theyr  place  : 

Kyng  Wulfer  retourned,  with  worfliyp  and  renowne, 

From  the  houfc  *  of.  Ely  to  his  owne  manfyon. 

If  there  be  any  merit  of  imagination  or  invention,  to 
which  the  poet  has  a  claim  in  this  defcription,  it  altogether 
coniifts  in  the  application.  The  circumftances  themfelves 
are  faithfully  copied  by  Bradfhaw,  from  what  his  own  age 
adlually  prefented.  In  this  refpe6t,  I  mean  as  a  pidlure  of 
antient  life,  the  paflage  is  interefting;  and  for  no  other 
reafon.  The  verfification  is  infinitely  inferior  to  Lydgate's 
worft  manner. 

Bradfhaw  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  church,  to  which 
his  convent  was  annexed,  in  the  year  1513  ^  Bale,  a  violent 
reformer,  obferves,  that  our  poet  was  a  perfon  remarkably 
pious  for  the  times  in  which  he  flouriftied  \  This  is  an  in- 
direft  fatire  on  the  monks,  and  on  the  period  which  pre- 
ceded the  reformation.  I  believe  it  will  readily  be  granted, 
that  our  author  had  more  piety  than  poetry.  His  Pro- 
logue contains  the  following  humble  profeffions  of  his  ina- 
bility to  treat  lofty  fubjefts,  and  to  pleafe  light  readers. 

To  deicrybe  hye  hyftoryes  I  dare  not  be  fo  bolde„ 
Syth  it  is  a  matter  for  clerkes  convenyent  j 
As  of  the  feven  ages,  and  of  our  parcntes  olde. 
Or  of  the  four  empyres  whilom  moft  excellent ; 
Knowyng  my  lerning  therto  infuffycient  : 
As  for  baudy  balades  you  fhall  have  none  of  me> 
To  excyte  lyght  hertes  to  pleafure  and  vanity  \ 

•  Monaftery*  «  Centix.  Numb.  17. 

^  Ath.  Ozon.  i.  9.  '  Prol.  lib.  I  SignaU  A.  iii, 

A  great 
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A  great  tranflator  of  the  lives  of  the  Saxon  faints,  from 
the  Saxon,  in  which  language  only  they  were  then  extant, 
into  Latin,  was  Gofcelinus,  a  monk  of  Saint  Auftin's  at 
Canterbury,  who  paffed  from  France  into  England,  with 
Herman,  bifhop  of  Salifbury,  about  the  year  1058  *.  As  the 
Saxon  language  was  at  this  time  but  little  underftood,  thefe 
tranflations  opened  a  new  and  ample  treafure  of  religious 
hiftory  :  nor  were  they  acquifitions  only  to  the  religion,  but 
to  the  literature,  of  that  era.  Among  the  reft,  were  the 
Lives  of  faint  Werburgh  \  faint  Etheldred  *,  and  faint  Sex* 
burghs  moft  probably  the  legends,  which  were  Bradfhaw's 
originals.  Ufher  obferves,  that  Gofcelinus  alfo  tranflated 
into  Latin  the  antient  Catalogue  of  the  Saxon  faints  buried 
in  England  *.  In  the  regifter  of  Ely  it  is  recorded,  that  he 
was  the  moft  eloquent  writer  of  his  age;  and  that  he  circu- 
lated all  over  England,  the  lives,  miracles,  and  gests,  of  the 
failnts  of  both  fexes,  which  he  reduced  into  profe-hiftories  ^. 
The  words  of  the  Latin  deferve  our  attention.  "  In  hiftoriis 
"  in  pro/a  diftando  mutavit.'*  Hence  we  may  perhaps  infer, 
that  they  were  not  before  in  profe,  and  that  he  took  thent 
from  old  metrical  legends :  this  is  a  prefumptive  proof,  that 
the  lives  of  the  faints  were  at  firft  extant  in  verfe.  In  the 
fame  light  we  are  to  underftand  the  words  which  imme- 
diately follow.  ''  Hie  fcripfit  Pro/am  fanftae  Etheldredae  '." 
Where  the  Profe  of  faint  Etheldred  is  oppofed  to  her  poetical 
legend  ".    By  mutavit  diBandoy  we  are  to  underftand,  that  he 

•  W.  Malmcfbur.  lib.  iv.  ubi  infr.— -  they  make  a  part  of  his  famous  Sancti- 

Gofcelin.  in  Prsfatt.  ad  Vit.  S.  Auguftinu  logivm.    He  flburifhed  about  the  year 

See  Mabillon,  Act.  Bbn.  Sacc.  i.  p.  499.  1380. 

'   Printed,   Act.  Sanctor.  Bolland.  *  Antiquit.  Brit.  c.  ii.  p.  15.     Sec  Lc- 

tom.  i.  februar.  p.  386.   A  part  in  Leland,  land's  Coll.  iii.  86.  feq.  And  Hickef.  The- 

CoU.  ii.  154.    Compare  MSS.  C.  C^  C.  faur.  vol.  ult.  p.  86.  146.  208. 

Cant.  J.  xiii.  ^  Cap.  x.  Vit.  Ethel. 

I  In  Regifb-.  Elienf.  ut  infr.  '  Which  is  extant  in  this  Ely  regi^r^ 

k  See  Inland.  Coll.  iii.  p.  152.    Com-  and  contains  54  heads. 

pare  the  Lives  of  S.  Etheldred,  S.  Wer-  °'  And  thefe  improved  profe-narratives 

burgh,  and  S.  Sexburgh,  at  the  end  of  the  were  often  turned  back  again  into  verfe, 

HisTORiA  AUREA  of  John  of  Tiumouth,  even  fo  late  as  in  the  age  before  us:  to 

MSL  Lambeth.  12.    I  know  not  whether  which,  among  others  I  cmdd  mention,  we 

may 
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tranjlatedy  or  reformedj  or,  in  the  moft  general  fenfe,  wrote 
anew  in  Latin^  thefe  antiquated  lives.  His  principal  objeds 
were  the  more  recent  faints,  efpecially  thofe  of  this  idand. 
Malmefbury  fays,  "  Innumeras  Sanctorum  Vitas  Recen- 
"  TiuM  Jiylo  extulitj  veterum  vel  amiffas,  vel  informiter  editas^ 
**  comptius  renovavit "."  In  this  refpeft,  the  labours  of  Gof- 
celin  partly  refembled  thofe  of  Symeon  Metaphraftes,  a  cele- 
brated Conftantinopolitan  writer  of  the  tenth  century  :  who 
obtsdned  the  diftinguifhing  appellation  of  the  IVJetaphrast, 


may  refer  the  legend  of  Saint  EufUchias, 
MSS.  Cotton.  Calig.  A.  2. 

Seynt  Eufiace^  a  aobull  knjzte. 

Of  hethen  law  he  was  ; 
And  ere  than  he  cryflened  was 

Mene  callyd  him  Placidas. 
He  was  with  Trajan  themperor,  &c. 

A  Latin  legend  on  this  faint  is  in  MSS. 
Harl.  2310.  42. 

Concerning  legend-makers»  there  is  a  ca- 
rious ftorjr  in  MSS.  James,  xxxi.  p.  6.  fad 
Itbr  Lancastr.  num.  39.  vol.  40.]  Bibl. 
Bodl.  Gilbert  de  Stone,  a  learned eccleiiafUcy 
who  flouriihed  about  the  year  1 3  80,  was  foli- 
cited  by  the  monks  of  Holywell  in  FlintHiiie, 
to  write  the  life  of  their  patron  faint.  Stone 
applying  to  thefe  monks  for  materials,  was 
anfwered,  that  they  had  none  in  their  mo- 
naftery.  Upon  which  he  declared,  that  he 
could  execute  the  work  juft  as  eaiily  with- 
out any  materials  at  all :  and  that  he  would 
write  them  a  moft  excellent  legend,  after 
the  manner  of  the  legend  of  Thomas  a 
Becket.  He  has  the  charader  of  an  ele- 
gant Latin  writer  ;  and  feems  to  have  done 
the  fame  piece  of  fervice.  perhaps  in  the 
fame  way,  to  other  religious  houfes.  From 
his  Epistles,  it  appears  that  he  wrote  the 
life  of  faint  WoJfade^  patron  of  the  priory 
of  canons  regular  of  his  native  town  of 
Stone  in  Sta£^rdfhire,  which  he  dedicated 
to  the  prior,  William  de  Madely.  Epift.  iii. 
dat.  1399.  [MSS.  Bibl.  Bodl.  Sup.  D  i. 
Art.  123.]  He  was  Latin  fecretvy  to  ic- 
veral  bifhops,  and  could  poflibly  write  a 
legend  or  a  letter  with  equal  facility.  His 
cpiftles  are  123  in  number.    The  firft  of 


them,  in  which  he  is  lliled  chanetlhur  tw 
the  hifi99p  of  Wincbtfier^  is  to  the  archU- 
fhop  of  Canterbury.     That  is,  ficretary. 

[MSS.  Cotton.  ViTELL.  E.  x.  17.]    This 
iftiop  of  Wincbefter  mnfl  have  been  Wil- 
liam of  Wykeham. 

The  nK>ft  extraordinary  oompofition  of 
thb  kind,  if  we  coniider,  among  other  cir- 
cumfbnces,  that  it  was  compile?  at  a  time 
when  knowledge  and  literature  had  made 
fome  progrefs,  and  when  mankind  were 
fo  much  lefs  difpofed  to  believe  or  to  in- 
vent miracles,  more  efpedallv  when  the 
fubjedt  was  quite  recent,  is  tne  Legend 
of  King  Henry  the  sixth.  It  is  enti- 
tled, Di  MiRACULis  hatijpmi  illius  Miiith 
Chriftu  Henrici  fextif  etc.  That  it  might 
properly  rank  with  other  legends,  it  was 
tranflated  from  an  Englifh  copy  into  Latin, 
bvonejohannes,  ^y\tS Pauper  culms  ^  a  monk, 
about  the  year  1503,  at  the  command  of 

John  Mor^,  dean  of  Windfor,  aftowards 
ifhop  of  laint  David's.  It  is  divided  into 
two  books  :  to  both  of  which,  prefaces  are 
prefixed,  containing  proofs  of  the  miracles 
wrought  by  this  pious  monarch.  At  the 
beginning,  there  is  a  hvmn,  with  a  prayer, 
addrefled  to  the  royal  faint,  fbl.  72. 

Salve,  miles  preciofe. 
Rex  Henrice  generofe,  &c. 

Henry  could  not  have  been  a  complete  faint 
without  his*  legend.  MSS.  Harl.  423.  7. 
And  MSS.  Reg.  13  C.  8.  What  fhall  we 
think  of  the  jiMgiiient  and  abilities  of  the 
dignified  eccleliaflic,  who  could  ferioofly 
patronife  fo  ridicnlous  a  narrative  f 
"  Hift,  Angl.  lib.  iv.  p.  130. 

becaufe. 
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becaufe,  at  the  command,  and  under  the  aufpices  of  Con- 
ftantine  Porphyrogenitus,  he  modernifed  the  more  amient 
narratives  of  the  miracles  and  martyrdoms  of  the  moft  emi- 
nent eaftern  and  weftern  faints,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Greek 
church :  or  rather  digefted,  from  detached,  imperfeft,  or 
obfolete  books  on  the  fubjeft,  a  new  and  more  commodious 
body  of  the  facred  biography. 

Among  the  many  ftriking  contrafts  between  the  manners 
and  characters  of  antient  and  modern  life,  which  thefe  annals 
prefent,  we  muft  not  be  furprifed  to  find  a  mercer,  a  flierifF^ 
and  an  alderman  of  London,  defcending  from  his  impor- 
tant occupations,  to  write  verfes.  This  is  Robert  Fabyan> 
who  yet  is  generally  better  known  as  an  hiftorian,  than  as 
a  poet.  He  was  efteemed,  not  only  the  moft  facetious,  but 
the  moft  learned,  of  all  the  mercers,  fherifFs,  and  aldermen, 
of  his  time :  and  no  layman  of  that  age  is  faid  to  have  been 
better  Ikilled  in  the  Latin  language*  He  flouriflied  about 
the  year  1494.  In  his  Chronicle,,  or  Concordance  of  bijloriesy 
from  Brutus  to  the  year  1485,  it  is  his  ufual  praftice,  at 
the  divifion  of  the  books,  to  infert  metrical  prologues,  and 
other  pieces  in  verfe.  The  beft  of  his  metres  is  the  Com- 
plaint of  king  Edward  the  fecond ;  who,  like  the  per- 
fonages  in  Boccacio's  Fall  of  Princes,  is  veiy  dramatically 
introduced,  reciting  his  own  misfortunes  **.  But  this  foli- 
loquy  is  nothing  more  than  a  tranflation  from  a  fhort  and 
a  very  poor  Latin  poem  attributed  to  that  monarch,,  but 
probably  written  by  William  of  Wyrcefter,  which  is  pre- 
ferved  among  the  manufcripts  of  the  college  of  arms,  and 
entitled,  Lamentatio  glorioji  regis  Edvardi  de  Karnarvon  quam 
edidit  tempore  Juce  incarcerationis.     Our   author's   tranfitions> 

"  FoL  171.  torn.  ii.   edit.  1533.     See  chronicler  which  points  out  the  true  read- 

Heame's  Lib.  Nig.  Scacc.  p.  4.25.     And  ing  of  a  controverted  pafTage  ia  Shake- 

Praefat.  p.  xxxviii.  Fabyan  fays,    "  they  fpeare»   "  Alfo  children  were  chrifienol 

^'  are  reported  to  be  his  own  makynge,  in  <'  thoroagh  all  the  land,  and  menne  boufk' 

**  die  tyme  of  his  empryfonment.'*  ibid.  <<  Ud  and  aneaUd^   excepte   fuchea   ^c-"" 

By  the  way*  there  i&  a  pailage  in  this  torn.  ii.  f.  30*  col.  2. 

from 
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from  profe  to  verfe,    in  the  courfe  of  a  prolix  narrative, 

feem  to  be  made  with  much  eafe ;  and,  when  he  begins  to 

verfify,    the   hiftorian   difappears   only  by  the  addition   of 

rhyme  and  ftanza.     In  the  firft  edition  of  his  Chronicle, 

by  way  of  epilogues  to  his  feven  books ,   he  has  given  us 

^be  feven  joys   of  the  Blejfed  Virgin  in  Englifh  Rime.      And 

under  the  year  1325,  there  is  a  poem  to  the  virgin;  and 

another  on  one  Badby,    a  Lollard,    under  the  year  1409 '. 

Thefe  are  fuppreffed  in  the  later  editions.    He  has  likewife 

\th  a  panegyric  on  the  city  of  London;    but  defpairs  of 

doing  juftice  to  fo  noble  a  fubjeft  for  verfe,  even  if  he  had 

the  eloquence  of  TuUy,  the  morality  of  Seneca,   and  the 

harmony  of  that  faire  Lady  Calliope '.      The  reader  will 

thank  me  for  citing  only  one  ftanza  from  king  Edward's 

Complaint. 

When  Saturne,  with  his  cold  and  ifye  face. 

The  ground,  with  his  froftes,  turneth  grene  to  white ; 

The  time  winter,  which  trees  doth  deface. 

And  caufeth  all  verdure  to  avoyde  quite  : 

Then  fortune,  which  fharpe  was,  with  ftormes  not  lite 

Hath  me  affaulted  with  her  froward  wyll, 

And  me  beclipped  with  daungers  ryght  yll  \ 

^  Edit.  Lond.  i  p6.  foL  58 1  (buizas.    There  is  another  copy  in  the 

^  Pol.  2.  torn.  ii.  ut  fupr.  lame  library.  Num.  558.    At  the  end  the 

'  In  the  Britiih  Mufeum  there  is  a  poem  poet  calls  himfelf  Inportvnio.    This  is 

4)n  this  fubjedy  and  in  the  fame  ftanza.  an  a^llation  which,    I  think,   Spenfer 

MSS.  Harl.  2393.  4to.  1.    The  ghoft  of  fometimes  aflumed.    But  Spenfer  was  dead 

Edward  the  fecond,  as  here,  is  introduced  before  the  reign  of  James :  nor  has  this 

fpeaking.    It  is  addrefled  to  queen  Eliza-  piece  any  of  Spenfer's  charaderiftic  merit, 

beth,  as  appears,  among  other  pafG^es,  h  begins  thus, 

from  ft.  92.  242.  243.  305.  It  begins  tEos.  j  g^^  ^^  ^  jj^^^^^^  ^^^  ^ 

Whie  (honld  a  wafted  fpirit  fpent  in  woe  Carnarvon  Edward,  fecond  of  uiat  name. 

Difdofc  the  wounds  receyved  within  hU      The  poem  on  this  fubjeft  in  the  addition 

totheMiRROUR  OF  Magistrates,  by 
It  is  imperfeft,  having  only  352  ftanzas.  A^^iam  Niccols,  is  a  different  compofitioa. 
Then  follows  the  iame  poem ;  with  man^  A  Winter  Nicht's  Vision.  Lond. 
alterations,  additions,  and  omiflions.  This  1610.  p.702.  Tliefe  two  mana(cript  poems 
is  addreffed  to  James  the  firft,  as  appears  deferve  no  further  mention :  nor  would  they 
£com  A.  6.  259.  260.  326,  &c  It  contains      have  been  mentioned  at  all;  but  from  their 

reference 
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As  an  hiftorian,  our  author  is  the  dulleft  of  compilers. 
He  is  equally  attentive  to  the  fucceffion  of  the  mayors  of 
London,  and  of  the  monarchs  of  England :  and  feems  to 
have  thought  the  dinners  at  guildhall,  and  the  pageantries 
of  the  city-companies,  more  interefting  tranfaftions,   than 
our  vidlories  in  France,  and  our  ftruggles  for  public  liberty 
at  home.     One  of  Fabyan's  hiftorical  anecdotes,  under  the 
important  reign  of  Henry  the  fifth,  is,  that  a  new  weather- 
cock was  placed  on  the  crofs  of  Saint  Paul's  fteeple.     It  is  faid, 
that  cardinal  Wolfey  commanded  many  copies  of  this  chronicle 
to  be  committed  to  the  flames,  becaufe  it  made  too  ample  a 
difcovery  of  the  exceffive  revenues  of  the  clergy.     The  earlier 
chapters  of  thefe  childifh  annals  faithfully  record  all  thoic 
fabulous   traditions,    which  generally  fupply  the  place  of 
hiftoric  monuments  in  defcribing  the  origin  of  a  great  nation^ 
Another  poet  of  this  period  is  John  Watfon,   a  prieft. 
Me  wrote   a   Latin    theological    traft    entitled    Speculum 
Christiani,  which  is  a  fort  of  paraphrafe  on  the  decalogue 
and  the  creed '.     But  it  is  interfperfed  with  a  great  number 
of  wretched  Englifh  rhymes :  among  which,  is  the  follow- 
ing hymn  to  the  virgin  Mary  *. 


reference  to  the  text,   and  on  account  of  Seint  Marie  clane  vir^nCy 

their  fubjedt.  Compare,  MSS.  Harl.  2251.  Moder  Jefu  Chrifte  Nazarine, 

119.   fol.   254.     An  unfiniihed  poem  on  On  fo  fcild  thir  Godrich 

£({ward  the  fecond,  perhaps  by  Lydgate.  On  fangbringehaeliwidhtheingodesrich. 

Princ.  **  Beholde  this  greate  prince  £d-  Seinte  Marie,  Chriftes  bur, 

**  ward  the  fecunde."        '  Maidenes  clenhad,  moderes  flor, 

'MSS.  C.  C.  C.  Oxon.    155^     MSS.  Delle  mine  fennen,  rixe  in  mine  mod. 

Land.  G-  12.  MSS.  Thorelb.  530.   There  Bringe  me  to  winne  widh  felf  god. 
is  an .  abridgement  of  this  work,    [MSS. 

Harl.^250.   20.]   with  the  date    1477.  Matt.  Parif.  Hift.  Angl.   [Henric.   ii,] 

This  is  rather  beyond  the  period  with  which  p.  115,  edit.  Tig.  1 5  89. 
we  are  at  prefent  engaged.  In  one  of  the  Harleian  manufcripts,  many 

»  Compare  a  hymn  to  the  holy  virgin,  very  antient  hymns  to  the  holy  virgin  oc- 

fupr,  vol.  1.  p.  314*     Mathew  Paris  relates, .  cur.     MS.  2253.     Thefe  arc  fpecimens. 

that  Godrich,   a  hermit,  about  the  year  66.  fbl.  80.  b. 
1 150,  who  lived  in  a  folitary  wild  on  the 

banks  of  the  river  Ware  near  Durham,  had  Blclled  be  ))ou  [thou]  levedy,  ful  of  heo* 
a  vifion,  in  his  oratoiy,  of  the  virgin  Mary,  vene  bliflc, 

who  taught  him  this  long.  Swetc  flur  of  parays,  moder  of  mildenefTe, 

Vol.  II.  c  c  p^^yc 
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Mary  Moder,  wel  thou  be ; 

Mary  Moder  thenke  on  mee : 

Mayden  and  moder  was  never  none 

Togeder,  lady,  fafe  thoa  allone  \ 

Swete  lady,  mayden  clene, 

Schilde  me  fro  ille,  fchame,  and  tene. 

And  out  of  dette,  for  charitee,  &c ". 

Caxton,  the  celebrated  printer,  was  likewife  a  poet ;  and 
befide  the  rhyming  intrcduftions  and  epilogues  with  which 
he  frequently  decorates  his  books,  has  left  a  pocjn  of  con- 
iiderable  length,  entitled  the  Worke  of  Sapience  "".  It 
comprehends,  not  only  an  allegorical  fiftion  concerning  the 
two  courts  of  the  caftle  of  Sapience,  in  which  there  is  no 
imagination,  but  a  fyftem  of  natural  philofophy,  grammar,. 
logic,  rhetoric,   geometry,   aftronomy,  theology,   and  othec 


Pray«  bc  Jhefu  j>y  [thy]  fone  J)at  [that]  ke 

me  ttde  and  wyiTe 
So  my  wey  for  to  gon,  )pat  he  me  nevere 

myfle. 

Ibid.  67.  fol.Si.  b. 

As  y  me  rod  ))is  ender  day. 
By  grenc  wodc  to  feche  play. 
Mid  harte  y  ])ohte  al  on  a  May  [Maid], 
Sweteft  of  al  ))ingc  ! 
Ly]}e,  and  ich  ou  telle  may  al  of  ))at  fwete 
J5i»ge. 

Ibid.  69.  fol.  83.     In  French  and  Engli(h. 

Mayden  moder  mild,  vyez  eel  oreyfoum^ 
From  ihom  )x>ttme  ihilde,  /  di  la  medftloun^ 
Fdr  love  of  thine  childe,  rrn  muex  detrcfoun^ 
kh  wes  wod  and  wilde,  orefu  en  pri/oun* 

See  alfo  ibid.  49.  fol.  75.  —  57.  fol.  78- 
And  372.  7.  fol.  55. 

In  the  library  of  Mr.  Farmer,  of  Tuf- 
Aore  in  Oxfordfhire,  are,  or  were  lately, 
a  colleAion  of  hymns  and  antiphones,  pa- 
raphrafed  into  Englifh,  by  William  Her- 
bert, a  Franciican  frier,  and  a  famous 
preaicher,   about  the  year  1330.    Thcfe, 


with  fome  other  of  his  pieces  contained  iir 
the  fame  library,  are  unmentioned  by  Bale^ 
V.  31.  And  Pitts,  p.  428.  \AuUgr,  in 
pergamen.]  Pierre  de  Corbian,  a  troubadour,. 
has  left  a  hymn,  or  prayer,  to  the  holy 
virein :  which,,  he  fays,  he  chofe  to  com- 
pote in  the  romance- langua^,  becaufe  he 
could  write  it  more  intelligibly  than  Latin. 
Another  troubadour,  a  mendicant  frier  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  had  worked  himfelf 
up  into  fnch  a  pitch  of  enthufiafm  concern- 
ing the  holy  virgin,  that  he  became  deeply 
in  lo've  with  hei.  It  is  partly  owing,  as  I 
have  already  hinted,  to  the  gallantry  of  the 
dark  ages,  in  which  the  female  fex  was  treat- 
ed  with  {o  romantic  a  refped,  that  the  virgin 
Mary  received  fuch  exaggerated  honours^ 
and  v/as  fo  diilinguifhed  an  object  of  ado- 
ration in  the  devotion  of  thofe  times. 

*  Thefe  four  lines  are  in  the  exordium 
of  a  prayer  to  the  virgin,  MSS.  Harl. 
.2382.  (4to.)  3.  fol.  86.  b.  [See  fupr. 
p.  60.] 

"  Printed  by  William  Maclyn  or  Mach- 
Hnia.     Without  date. 

^  Printed  by  him,  without  date.  fol.  ia 
thirty-fevei>  leaves, 

topics 
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topics  of  the  fafhionable  literature.  Caxton  appears  to  be 
the  author^  by  the  prologue:  yet  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
he  might  on  this  occafion  employ  fome  profeffed  verfifier, 
at  leaft  as  an  afliftant,  to  prepare  a^  new  book  of  original 
poetry  for  his  prefs.  The  writer's  defign,  is  to  defcribe  the 
cfFefts  of  wifdom  from  the  beginning  of  the  world :  and  the 
work  is  a  hiftory  of  knowledge  or  learning.  In  a  vifion,  he 
meets  the  goddefs  Sapience  in  a  delightful  meadow  ^  who 
condudls  him  to  her  caftle,  or  manfion,  and  there  difplays 
all  her  miraculous  operations.  Caxton,  in  the  poem,  in- 
vokes the  gylted  goddefs  and  mooji  facunifyous  lady  Clio,  apolo- 
gifes  to  thofe  maker i  who  delight  in  tertnes  gay^  for  the  in- 
elegancies  of  language  which  as  a  foreigner  he  could  not 
avoid,  and  modeftly  declares,  that  he  neither  means  to  rival 
or  envy  Gower  and  Chaucer. 

Among  the  anonymous  pieces  of  poetry  belonging  to  this 
period,  which  are  very  numerous,  the  moft  confpicuous  is 
the  Kalendar  of  Shepherds.  It  fcems  to  have  been  tranf- 
lated  into  Englifh  about  the  year  1480,  from  a  French  book 
•entitled  Kalendrier  des  Bergers*.  It  was  printed  by 
Wynkyn  de  Worde  in  the  year  1497''.  This  piece  was  cal- 
culated for  the  purpofes  of  a  perpetual  almanac ;  and  feems 
to  have  been  the  univerfal  magazine  of  every  article  of  fa- 
lutary  and  ufeful  knowledge.  It  is  a  medley  of  verfe  and 
profe  J  and  contains,  among  many  other  curious  particulars, 
the  faints  of  the  whole  year,  the  moveable  feafts,  the  figns 
of  the  zodiac,  the  properties  of  the  twelve  months,  rules 


*  I  have  fcen  an  edition  of  the  French,  certsunly  fixft  printed  by  de  Worde,  1 407. 

•of  1500.  Again,  ch.  ii.  "  From  the  yeare  this  ka- 

^  I   have  an  edition  printed  by  John  "  lender  was  made  m.cccc.xcvii.  unto 

Wally,  at  London,  without  date.  4to.    In  "  the  yeare  m.ccccc.xvi."  From  whence 

the  prologue  it  is  faid,  <'  This  book  wai  I  conclude,  that  Wordc's  edition  was  in 

**  firft  corruptly  printed  in  France,    and  1497*  Wally's  in  15 16.     Again,  "  This 

**  after  that  at  the  coft  and   charges  of  "  yeare  of  the  prefcnt  kalcndcr  whichc 

''  RichaKi  Pinfon  newly  tran Hated  and  re-  "  began  to  have  courie  the  firil  daye  of 

*<  printed  although  not  fo  faithfully  as  the  <<  January  m.cccc.xcvii." 
**  original  copy  required,   &c."     It  was 

C  c  2                                        for 
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for  blood-letting,  a  coUeftion  of  proverbs,  a  fyftem  of  ethics^; 
politics,  divinity,  phifiognomy,  medicine,  aftrology,  and 
geography ".  Among  other  authors,  Cathon  the  great  clarke  \ 
Solomorty  Ptolomeus  the  prince  of  aftronomy^  and  Ariftotle*s 
Epiftle  to  Alexander,  are  quoted  \  Every  month  is  intro- 
duced refpeftively  fpeaking,  in  a  (lanza  of  balad  royal^  ita 
own  panegyric.     This  is  the  fpeech  of  May  *". 

Of  all  monthes  in  the  yeare  I  am  kinge,. 
Flourifhing  in  beauty  excellently ; 
For,  in  my  time,  in  vertue  is  all  thinge, 
Fieldes  and  medes  fprede  moft  beautioufly. 
And  birdes  fingc  with  fweete  harmony ; 
Rejoyfmg  lovers  with  hot  lave  endewcd. 
With  fragrant  flowers  all  about  renewed. 

In  the  theological  part,  the  terrors  and  certainty  of  death 
are  defcribed,  by  the  introdu6lion  of  Death,  feated  on  the: 
pale  horfe  of  the  Apocalypfe,  and  fpeaking  thus  ^ 

Upon  this  horfe,  Uacke  and  hideous 
Death  I  am,  that  fiercely  doth  fitte  t 


*  Pieces  of  this  fort  were  not  uncommon.  The  reader  who  is  cmious  to  know  the 
In  the  Britiih  mnfeum  there  is  an  astro-  ftate of  qoackeryy  tftrology» fortune-tellings 
LOGICAL  poem,  teaching  when  to  buy  midwifery,  and  other  occult  fdences,  about 
and  felly  to  let  blood,  to  build,  to  go  to  the  year  1420^  may  confult  the  works  of 
6a,  the  fortune  of  children,  the  interpret  one  John  Crophill,  who  prafUfed  in  Suf- 
tation  of  dreams,  with  other  like  important  folk.  MSS.  Harl.  1735.  4to.  3.  feq.  [See 
prticulars,  from  the  day  of  the  moon's  age.  fol.  29.  i^i,^  This  cunning-man  was  like« 
MSS.  Harl.  2320.  3«  fol.  31.  In  die  wife  a  poet;  and  has  left,  m  the  fame  ma- 
principal  letter  the  audior  is  reprefented  in  nufcript,  fome  poetry  fpoken  at  an  enter- 
a  ihidious  pofture.  The  manmcript,  hav-  tainment  of /*rrr/ T'/^oMra/,  and  five  ladies  of 
ing  many  Saxon  letters  intermixed,  begins  quality^  whofe  names  are  mentioned :  at 
thus.  which,  two  great  bowls,  or  goblets,  called 

He  ))at  wol  herkyn  of  wit  Mercy  and  Charity,  were  btifldy  cir- 

)>at  y%  witneft  in  holy  wryt,.  culated.  fol.  48. 

Lyftenyth  to  me  a  flonde,  *  Epilogue. 

Of  a  frory  y  fchal  zow  telle,  ^  Cap.  42. 

What  tyme  ysgood  to  byen  aiid  to  fylle^  *  Cap.  2. 

In  boke  as  byt  ys  y  fownde.  ^  Cap.  xix. 

There 
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There  is  no  fairenefle,  but  fight  tedious, 

AU^ay  colours  I  do  hitte. 

My  horfc  runneth  by  dales  and  hilles. 

And  many  he  fmiteth  dead  and  killes. 

In  my  trap  I  take  fome  by  every  way. 

By  towns  [and]  caftles  I  take  my  rent, 

I  will  not  refpite  one  an  houre  of  a  daye> 

Before  me  they  muft  needes  be  prefent. 

I  flea  all  with  my  mortall  knife. 

And  of  duety  I  take  the  life. 

Hell  knoweth  well  my  killing, 

I  fleepe  never,  but  wake  and  warke  ; 

It  ^  followeth  me  ever  running. 

With  my  darte  I  flea  weake  and  ftarke : 

A  great  number  it  hath  of  me, 

Paradyfe  hath  not  the  fourth  parte,  &c. 

In  the  eighth  chapter  of  our  Kalender  are  defcribed  the 
feven  vifions,  or  the  punifliments  in  hell  of  the  feven  deadly 
fins,  which  Lazarus  faw  between  his  death  and  refurreftion. 
Thcfe  punifliments  are  imagmed  with  great  ft:rength  of 
fancy,  and  accompanied  with  wooden  cuts  boldly  touched, 
and  which  the  printer  Wynkyn  de  Worde  probably  procured 
from  fome  German  engraver  at  the  infancy  of  the  art% 
The  Proud  are  bound  by  hooks  of  iron  to  vafl:  wheels,  like 
mills,  placed  between  craggy  precipices,  which  are  in- 
ceflantly  whirling  with  the  moft  violent  impctuofity,  and 
found  like  thunder.  The  Envious  are  plunged  in  a  lake 
half  frozen,  from  which  as  they  attempt  to  emerge  for  eafe, 
their  naked  limbs  are  inftantly  finote  with  a  blafl:  of  fuch 
intolerable  keennefs,  that  they  are  compelled  to  dive  again  into 
the  lake.  To  the  Wrathfull  is  aflligned  a  gloomy  cavern, 
in  which  their  bodies  are  butchered^  and  their  limbs  man- 

'  That  isy  Hill.      «  Compase  the  torments  of  Dante's  hell.  Inpsrit.  Cant  v.  vi.  (eqv 

gled 
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gled  by  demons  with  various  weapons.  The  Slothfull  are 
tormented  in  a  horrible  hall  dark  and  tenebrous^  fwarming  with 
innumerable  flying  ferpents  of  various  (hapes  and  fizes, 
which  (ling  to  the  heart.  This,  I  think,  is  the  Hell  of  the 
Gothic  Edda.  The  Covetous  are  dipped  in  cauldrons  filled 
with  boiling  metals.  The  Gluttonous  are  placed  in  a  vale 
near  a  loathfome  pool,  abounding  with  venomous  creatures, 
on  whofe  banks  tables  are  fpread,  from  which  they  are  per- 
petually crammed  with  toads  by  devils.  Concupiscence  is 
punilhed  in  a  field  full  of  immenfe  pits  or  wells,  overflowing 
with  fire  and  fulphur.  This  vifionary  fcene  of  the  infernal 
punifliments  feems  to  be  borrowed  from  a  legend  related  by 
Matthew  Paris,  under  the  reign  of  king  John :  in  which 
the  foul  of  one  Thurkhill,  a  native  of  Tidfl:ude  in  Eflex  is  con- 
veyed by  faint  Julian  from  his  body,  when  laid  afleep,  into 
hell  and  heaven.  In  hell  he  has  a  fight  of  the  torments  of 
the  damned,  which  are  prefented  under  the  form  and  name 
of  the  Infernal  Pageants,  and  greatly  refemble  the 
fictions  I  have  jufl  defcribed.  Among  the  tormented,  is  a 
knight,  who  had  pafled  his  life  in  fliedding  much  innocent 
blood  at  tilts  and  tournaments.  He  is  introduced,  com- 
pleatly  armed^  on  horfeback ;  and  couches  his  lance  againfl:  the 
demon,  who  is  commiflioned  to  feize  and  to  drag  him  to  his 
eternal  deftiny.  There  is  likewife  a  prieft  who  never  faid 
mafs,  and  a  baron  of  the  exchequer  who  took  bribes.  Tur- 
kill  is  then  conduced  into  the  manfions  of  the  blefled,  which 
are  painted  with  ftrong  wiental  colouring :  and  in  Paradife, 
a  garden  repleniftied  with  the  moft  delicious  fruits,  and  the 
moft  exquifitc  variety  of  trees,  plants,  and  flowers,  he  fees 
Adam,  a  perfonage  of  gigantic  proportion,  but  the  moft 
beautiful  fymmetry,  reclined  on  the  fide  of  a  fountain  which 
fent  forth  four  ftreams  of  diflferent  water  and  colour,  and 
under  the  fhade  of  a  tree  of  immenfe  fize  and  height,  laden 
with  fruits  of  every  kind,  and  breathing  the  richeft  odours. 
Afterwards  faint  Julian  conveys  the  foul  of  Turkhill  back  to 

his 
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his  body ;  and  when  awakened,  he  relates  this  vifion  to  his 
parifli-prieft '.  There  is  a  ftory  of  a  fimilar  caft  in  BedeS 
which  I  have  mentioned  before '. 

As  the  ideas  of  magnificence  and  elegance  were  enlarged, 
the  public  pageants  of  this  period  were  much  improved : 
and  beginning  now  to  be  celebrated  with  new  fplendour, 
received,  among  other  advantages,  the  addition  of  speaking- 
PERSONAGES.  Thcfc  fpeftaclcs,  thus  furnifhed  with  fpeakcrs, 
chara6leriftically  habited,  and  accompanied  with  proper 
fcenery,  co-operated  with  the  Mysteries,  of  whofe  nature 
they  partook  at  firft,  in  introducing  the  drama.  It  was 
cuftomary  to  prepare  thefe  (hews  at  the  reception  of  a  prince, 
or  any  other  folemnity  of  a  fimilar  kind:  and  they  were  pre- 
fented  on  moveable  theatres,  or  occafional  ftages,  erefted  in 
the  ftrects.  The  fpeeches  were  in  verfe;  and  as  the  pro- 
ceflion  moved  forward,  the  fpeakers,  who  conftantly  bore 
fome  allufion  to  the  ceremony,  either  converfed  together  in 
the  form  of  a  dialogue,  or  addreffcd  the  noble  perfon  whofe 
prefence  occafioned  the  celebrity.  Speakers  feem  to  have- 
been  admitted  into  our  pageants  about  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  fixth. 


♦  Matt.  Parif.  Hift.  pag.  206.  fcq.  Edit.  *•  I  chufe  to  throw  together  in  the  Notes- 

Tig.     Much  the  fame  fort  of  fable  is  re-  many  other  anonymous  pieces  belonging  to 

ktedy  ibid.  p.  17^.  feq.     There  is  an  old  this  period,  moil  of  which  are  too  minute 

poem  on   this   fubjeft,    called   Owaynb  to  be  formally  confidered  in  the  ferics  of 

M1LES9MSS.  Cott.Calig.  A.  12.  f.QO.  ourpoetry.     The  Castbll  of  Honour, 

«  See  Dissertation  ii.  Signat.  E.  The  printed  in  quarto  by  Wynkyn  dc  Wordc, 

Dead    Man's    Song    there    mentioned,  1506.  ThePARLYAMENX  opDevylles. 

ieems  to  be  more  immediately  taken  from  Prindp.       **    As  Mary   was  great  with 

this  fiftionas  it  Hands  in  our  Shepherd's  "  Gabriel,  &c."   For  the  fame,  in  quarto, 

Kalender.     It  is  entitled.  The  Dead  1509.     The  Historie  of  Jacob   and 

Man's  Song,  ivbo/}  D^weliing  luas  near  his  twelve  sons.    In  Hanzas.     For  the 

Bafingball  in  London,     Wood's  Ballads,  fame,  without  date.  I  believe  about  1500. 

Muf.  Aihmol.  Oxon.  It  is  worthy  ofdo£lor  Princ.  *'  Al  yonge  and  old  that  lyft  co 

Percy's  excellent  colledtion,  and  begins  thus.  "here."    A    lytel  Treatyse   ealltd 

Sore  (icke,  dear  frienns,  long  tyme  I  was,  thi  DyfputatyoM  or  Complajnt  of  the  Heart 

And  weakly  laid  in  bed,^  &c.  thorught  ptrced  *wtth  the  lokynge  of  the  m. 

See  alfo  the  legend  of  faint  Patrick's  cave.  For  the  fame,  in  quarto,  perhaps  before 

Matt.  Parif.  p.  84.  And  MSS.  Harl.  2385.  1 500.    The  firft  ftanza  is  elegant,  and  de- 

&2.  De  Quodam  du&o  midere  fenas  Inferni*  ittse^  to  be  tranfcribed. 

fol.  56.  b.  '                      In 
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In  the  year  1432,  when  Henry  the  fixth,  after  his  coro-i 
nation  at  Paris,  made  a  triumphal  entry  into  London,  many 
ftanzas,  very  probably  written  by  Lydgate,  were  addrefTed 
to  his  majefty,  amidft  a  feries  of  the  moft  fplendid  allegori- 
cal fpeftacles,  by  a  giant  reprefenting  religious  fortitude, 
Enoch  and  Eli,  the  holy  Trinity,  two  Judges  and  eight  Ser- 
jeants of  the  coife^  dame  Clennejfey  Mercy,  Truth,  and  other 
perfonages  of  a  like  nature  *- 

In  the  year  1456,  when  Margaret  wife  of  Henry  the  fixth, 
with  her  little  fon  Edward,  came  to  Coventy,  on  the  feaft 
of  the  exaltation  of  the  holy  crofs,  flie  was  received  with  the 


In  the  fyrfl  weke  of  the  Tearon  of  Maye, 
Whan  that  the  wodes  be  covered  in  grene. 
In  which  the  nyghtyngalc  lyll  for  to  playe 
To  (hewe  his  voys  among  the  thomes  kene. 
Them  to  rcjoyce  which  loves  fervaunts  bene. 
Which  fro  all  comforte  thynke  them  faft 

behynd ; 
My  pleafyr  was  as  it  was  after  fene 
For  my  dyfport  to  chafe  the  harte  and  hynde. 

The  LypB  of  saint  Joseph  ^op  Ari- 
J4ATHEA.  For  Pinfon,  in  quarto.  1520* 
The  LYPE  OF  Pbtronylla.  In  ftanzas, 
for  the  fame,  without  date,  in  quarto. 
The  Castle  OP  Labours.  In  ftanzas. 
For  the  fame,  in  quarto,  without  date»  with 
neat  wooden  cuts.  The  lyfb  op  saint 
41ad£gunda.  In  quarto,  for  the  fame. 
The  A.  B.C.  £.  OF  Aristotille»MSS« 
Harl.  1 304.  4.  Proverbial  verfes  la  the 
alliterative  manner,  viz. 

Wofo  wil  be  wife  and  worfhip  defireth, 
Lett  him  leme  one  letter,  and  loke  on  ano- 
ther, &c. 

Again,  ibid.  541.  19.  foL  2M.  [Com- 
pare, ibid.  913.  10.  fol.  15.  b.  11.  fol. 
15.  b.]  See  alfo  fome  fatyrical  Ballads 
written  by  Frert  Michael  Odare,  chiefly 
on  the  Religious  orders^  Saints^  the  Wbttt 
Friars  of  Drogbeda^  the  'vanity  of  riches^ 
Sec.  kc.  A  di'uine  poem  on  deatb^  ice. 
MSS.  HarL  913.  3.  fol.  7.  4.  fol.  9.  c. 
fol.  10.  13.  fol.  16.  [He  has  left  a  Latm 
jpoem  in  rhyme  on  the  abbot  and  prior  of 


Gloncefter,  ibid.  5.  fbl.  10.  And  bv- 
lefque  nieces  on  fome  of  the  divine  offices, 
ibid.  0.  fbl.  12.  7.  fol.  13.  b.]  Hither 
we  may  alfo  refer  a  few  pieces  written  by 
one  Whyting,  not  mentioned  in  Tanner, 
MSS.  Harl.  541.  14.  fol.  207.  feq.  Un- 
doubtedly many  other  poems  of  this  period, 
both  printed  and  manufcript,  have  efcaped 
my  enquiries,  but  which,  if  difcovered, 
would  not  have  repaid  the  refearch. 

Among  Rawlinfon's  manufcripts  there  is 
a  jf>oem,  of  confiderable  length,  on  the 
antiquity  of  the  Stanley  family,  beginning 
thus. 

I  entcnde  with  true  reporte  to  praife 

The  valiaunte  ades  o/theftoute  Standelais, 

F^m  whence  they  came,  &c. 

It  comes  down  no  lower  than  Thomas  earl 
of  Derby,  who  was  executed  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  feventh.     This  induced  me  to 
think  at  firft,  that  the  piece  was  written 
about  that  time.     But  the  writer  mentions 
kin^  Henry  the  eighth,  and  the  fuppreflion 
of  Monafteries.     I  will  only  add  part  of  a 
Will  in  vcrfe,  dated  1477.    MSS.  Langb. 
Bibl.  Bodl.  vi.  foL  176.  [M.  13.  Th.] 
Fleftily  luftes  and  ft^s. 
And  futures  of  divers  bcftes, 
(A  fend  was  hem  fonde ;) 
Hole  clothe  caft  on  fhredys. 
And  wymen  with  thare  hye  hedys. 
Have  almoft  loft  thys  londe  I 

i  Fabyan,  ubifupr.  foL  382.  feq. 

prefentation 
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prefcntation  of  pageants,  in  one  of  which  king  Edward  the 
confeffor,  faint  John  the  Evangelift,  and  faint  Margaret, 
each  fpeak  to  the  queen  ♦and  the  prince  in  verfe ".  In  the 
next  reign  in  the  year  1474,  another  prince  Edward,  fon  of 
Edward  the  fourth,  vifited  Coventry,  and  was  honoured  with 
the  fame  fpecies  of  fhew :  he  was  firft  welcomed,  in  an 
oftave  ftanza,  by  Edward  the  confeffor;  and  afterwards 
addreffed  by  faint  Gporge,  completely  ^armed:  a  king's 
daughter  holding  a  lamb,  and  fupplicating  his  afliftance  to 
proteft  her  from  a  terrible  dragon,  the  lady's  father  and  mo- 
ther, {landing  in  a  tower  above,  the  conduit  on  which  the 
champion  was  placed,  "  renning  wine  in  four  places,  and 
"  minftralcy  of  organ  playing'/'  Undoubtedly  the  Fran- 
cifcan  friers  of  Coventry,  whofe  facred  interludes,  prefented 
on  Corpus  Chrifti  day,  in  that  city,  and  at  other  places, 
make  fo  confpicuous  a  figure  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Englifh 
drama",  were  employed  in  the  management  of  thefe  devifes : 
and  that  the  Coventry  men  were  famous  for  the  arts  of 
exhibition,  appears  from  the  fhare  they  took  in  the  gallant 
entertainment  of  queen  Elifabeth  at  Kenelworth-caftle,  be- 
fore whom  they  played  their  oldjiorialjljow ". 

At  length,  perfonages  of  another  caft  were  added;    and 
this  fpecies  of  fpeftacle,  about  the  period  with  which  we  are 

^  Leet-book  of  the  city  of  Coventry.  tion  of  Henry  the  fixth,  in  1430.    Fab. 

«MS.  fol.    168.      Stowe  fays,   that  at  the  ibid.  fbl.  378. 
reception  of  this  queen  in  London,  in  the  '  Ibid.  tol.  22  r. 

year  1445,  feveral  pageaunts  were  exhi-  °»  See  fopr.  vol.  i.  p.  293.    The  friers 

bited  at  FauVs-gate^  with  verfcs  written  by  thcmfelves  were  the  a£lors.     Bat  this  prac- 

LydgatCy  on  the  following  lemmata.    /«-  tice  being  productive  of  fome  enormitieSy 

grcdimini  et  rei>lete  terram,      Non  amplius  and  the  laity  growinc;  as  wife  as  the  clergy, 

irafcarfuper  t  err  am.     Madam  Grace  chart-  at  leaft  as  well  qualified  to  a£t  plays  ;  there 

ctllor  de  dieu.     Five  -wife  and  five  foolijh  was  an  injundlion  in  the  Mexican  Covn- 

<virgini.     Of  faint  Margaret^  Sec.     Hi  ST.  ciL,  ratified  at  Rome  in  the  year  1589, 

Engl.  pag.  385.  edit.  Howes.     I  know  to  prohibit  all  clerks  from  playing  in  the 

not  whether  theie  poems  were  ffohn,  or  Myfteries,    e*ven  on  Corpus    Christi- 

only  affixed  to  the  pageaunts.   Fabyanfays,  Day.     **  Ncque  in  Comoediis  perfonam 

that  in  thofe  pageaunts  there  was  refem-  '<  agat,  f//iiM /«  festo  Corporis  Chris- 

Uance  of  dyvirfe  olde  hyftoryes,     I  fuppofe  "Ti."  Sacrosanct.  Concil.  fol.  per 

tapcftry.     Cron.  torn.  ii.  fol.  398.  edit.  Labb.  tom.  xv.  p.  1 268., edit.  Parif.  1672. 
1533.    See  the  ceremonies  at  the  corona-  ^  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  91. 

Vol.  II.  D  d  concerned. 
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concemedi  was  enlivened  by  the  admiflion  of  new  charafters, 
drawn  either  from  profane  hiftory,  or  from  profane  al- 
legory **,  in  the  application  of  which,  fbme  degree  of  learn- 
ing and  invention  appeared. 

I  have  obferved  in  a  former  work,  and  it  is  a  topic  which 
will  again  be  confidered  in  its  proper  place,  that  the  frequent 
and  familiar  ufe  of  allegoric  perfonifications  in  the  public 
pageants,  I  mean  the  general  ufe  of  them,  greatly  contri- 
buted to  form  the  fchool  of  Spenfer  **.  But  moreover  from 
what  is  here  faid,  it  feems  probable,  that  the  Page  aunts, 
which  being  fhewn  on  civil  occafions,  derived  great  part  of 
their  decorations  and  aftors  from  hiftorical  faft,  and  con- 
(equently  made  profane  charafters  the  fubjefl  of  public  ex- 
hibition, di6lated  ideas  of  a  regular  drama,  much  fooner 
than  the  Mysteries  :  which  being  confined  to  fcripture 
ftories,  or  rather  the  legendary  miracles  of  fainted  martyrs, 
and  the  no  lefs  ideal  perfonifications  of  the  chriftian  virtues, 
w^re  not  calculated  to  make  fo  quick  and  eafy  a  tranfition 
to  the  repre&ntations  of  real  life  and  rational  adtion. 

^In  the  year  1501,  when  the  princefs  Catharine  of  Spain 
came  to  London,  to  be  married  to  prince  Arthur,  her  pro- 
ceflion  through  the  city  was  very  magnificent.  The  pa-^ 
geant«  were  numerous,  and  fuperbly  furnifhed;  in  which 
the  principal  aftors,  or  fpeakers,  were  not  only  God  the 
father,  faint  Catharine,  and  faint  Urfula,  but  king  Alphonfus 
the  aflronomer  and  an  anceftor  of  the  princefs,  a  Senlator, 
an  Angela  Job,  Boethius,  Nobility,  and  Virtue.  Thefe  per- 
fbnages  fuftaitied  a  fort  of  a6lion,  at  leafl  of  dialogue.     The 

^  Pro&nc  allegory,  however,  had  becn^  thrte  liidles,, richly  claM  in goUe  and  filkes 

a|>plied  in  pageaats,  fomewhat  earlier.  In  with  coronets,    who  fuddenly  iHue  from 

the  Dageants,.  abovementioned,   prefented  a  ftately  tower  hong  with  the  mod  fplendid 

to  Henry  the  fixth,  the  feven  libend  fciences  arras.     Thefe  are  the  Dames,  Nature, 

perfoni£ed  are  introduced,  in  a  tabernacle  Grace,  and  Fortune.   Fabyan,  ut  fupr. 

of  cwrious  loeriff  from  which  their  queen  fol.  382.  feq.     But  this  is  a  rare  inftance 

dame  Sapience  fpeaks  verfes.     At  entering  fo  early. 

the  city  he  is  met,,  and  faluted  in  metre  by  v  See  Obf.  Fair^  Qubbn.  ii.  90. 

lady 
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lady  was  compared  to  Hefperus,  and  the  prince  to  Arfturas ; 
and  Alphonfus,  from  his  ikill  in  the  ftars,  was  introduced  to 
be  the  fortune-teller  of  the  match  '•  Thefe  machineries  were 
contrived  and  direfted  by  an  ccclefiaftic  of  great  eminence, 
bifhop  Fox ;  who,  fays  Bacon,  "  was  not  only  a  grave  coun- 
fellor  for  war  or  peace,  but  alfo  a  good  furveyor  of  works, 
and  a  good  mafter  of  ceremonies,  and  any  thing  elfe  that 
was  fit  for  the  adlive  part,  belonging  to  the  fervice  of 
court,  or  ftate  of  a  great  king."  It  is  probable,  that  this 
prelate's  dexterity  and  addrefs  in  the  condufl  of  a  court- 
rareefhow  procured  him  more  intereft,  than  the  gravity  of  his 
counfels,  and  the  clepth  of  his  political  knowledge :  at  leaft  his 
employment  in  this  bufmefs  prefents  a  flriking  pi6i:ure  of  the 
importance  of  thofe  popular  talents,  which  even  in  an  age  of 
blind  devotion,  and  in  the  reign  of  a  fuperftitious  monarch, 
were  inftrumental  in  paving  the  way  to  the  moft  opulent 
dignities  of  the  church.  "  Whofocver,  adds  the  fame  pene- 
**  trating  hiftorian,  had  thefe  toys  in  compilings  they  were 
**  not  altogether  pedantical '."  About  the  year  1487, 
Henry  the  fcventh  went  a  progrefs  into  the  north ;  and  at 
every  place  of  diftinftion  was  received  with  a  pageant  5  in 
which  he  was  faluted,  in  a  poetical  oration,  not  always 
religious,  as,  at  York  by  Ebranck,  a  Britiih  king  and  the 
founder  of  the  city,  as  well  as  by  the  holy  virgin,  and 
king  David :  at  Worceftcr  by  Henry  the  fixth  his  uncle : 
at  Hereford  by  faint  George,  and  king  Ethelbert,  at  en- 
tering the  cathedral  there :  at  Briftol,  by  king  Bremmius, 
Prudence,  and  Juftice.  The  two  latter  charafters  were  per- 
fonated  by  young  girls  •. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  to  be.  granted,  that  profane  cha- 
rafters  were  perfonated  in  our  pageants,  before  the  clofc 
of  the  fourteenth  century.     Stowe  relates,  that  in  the  year 

*  Chron.  MS.  •  From  a  tnanufcript  in  the  Cotton  li- 

^   Btcon's    HcNUT    tub    sevekth.      brary,  printed  in  Leland.   Collectan. 
CoMPL.  Hift.  EngL  vol.  Lp.  628.  ad  calc.  vol.  iii.  p.  185. 

D  d  2  1377 
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1377,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  young  prince  Richard, 
fon  of  Edward  the  black  prince,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
citizens  rode  difguifed  from  Newgate  to  Kennington  where 
the  court  refided,  attended  with  an  innumerable  multitude 
of  waxen  torches,  and  various  inftruments  of  mufic,  in  the 
evening  of  the  Sunday  preceding  Candlemas-day.  In  the 
firft  rank  were  forty-eight,  habited  like  efquires,  with  vifors  ; 
and  in  the  fecond  the  fame  number,  in  the  charafter  of 
knights.  "  Then  followed  one  richly  arrayed  like  an  Em- 
"  PEROi^,  and  after  him,  at  fome  diftance,  one  ftately-tyred 
**  like  a  Pope,  whom  followed  twenty-four  Car  din  alls, 
"  and  after  them  eyght  or  tenne  with  blacke  vifors  not 
"  amiable,  as  if  they  had  been  Legates  from  fome  forrain 
"  princes."  But  this  parade  was  nothing  more  than  a  dumb 
shew,  unaccompanied  with  any  kind  of  interlocution-^  This 
appears  from  what  follows.  For  our  chronicler  adds,  that 
when  they  entered  the  hall  of  the  palace,  they  were  met  by  the 
„prince,  the  queen,  and  the  lords ;  "  whom  the  faid  mum- 
**  mere  did  falute,  Jhewing  by  a  pair  of  dice  their  defire  to  play 
"  with  the  prince  y'  which  they  managed  with  lb  rouch  com- 
plaifance  and  Ikill,  that  the  prince  won  of  them  a  bow}, 
a  cup,  an<l  a  ring  of  gold,  and  the  queen  and  lords,  each,  a 
ring  of  gold.  Afterwards,  having  been  feafted  with  a  fump- 
tuous  banquet,  they  had  the  honour  of  dancing  with  the 
young  prince  and  the  nobility,  and  fo  the  ceremony  was 
concluded*.  Matthew  Paris  informs  us,  that  at  the  mag^ 
nificent  marriage  of  Henry  the  third  with  Eleanor  of  Pro© 
vence,  in  the  year  1236,  certain  ftrange  pageants,  and  won- 
derful devifes,  were  difplayed  in  the  city  of  London  j  and 
that  the  number  of  Histriones  on  this  occafion  was  in- 


<  Stowc'tf  SvRv.  LoifD.  pag.  71.  edie.  difHnflions:  and,  taken  in  a  general  view> 

1599  4to.    It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  this  account  preferves  a  curious  fpedmen  of 

this  (hew  was  not  properly  a  Pageant  early  personation,  and  proves  at  kaft 

butaMuMMSEY.    But  thefe  are  frivolous  that  the  practice  was  not  then  in  its  infancy. 
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finite  •.     But  the  word  histrio,  in  the  Latin  writers  of  the 
barbarous  ages  "'y  generally  comprehends  the  numerous  tribe 


*  I  will  cite  the  pa£age  more  at  large, 
and  in  the  words  of  the  original.  "  Con- 
"  vcnerunt  autem  vocara  ad  conviviuzn 
*'  nuptiale  tanta  nobilium  roultitudo  utri- 
*'  ufque  fexus,  tanta  religioforum  nume- 
**  rofitas,  tanta  plebium  populofltas,  tanta 
**  HisTRiONUM  Farietas^  quod  vix  eos 
'*  dvitas  Londoniarum  finu  Aio  capaci 
•'  comprehenderet.  Ornata  eft  igitur  ci- 
"  vitas  tota  Alofericis,  et  vcxiHis,  coronis, 
''  et  palliisy  cereis  et  lampadibus,  et  qui- 
•*  bofdam  prodighjis  ingeniis  et  portentis^ 
"  ^r."  Hist.  p.  406.  edit.  Tig.  1589. 
fub  Henrico  iii.  Here,  by  the  way,  the 
expreflion  Farietas  hiftrionum  plainly  im- 
plies the  comprehenfive  and  general  mean- 
ing of  the  word  histrio  ;  and  the  mul- 
tifarious performances  of  that  order  of  men. 
Yet  in  the  Injun£tions  given  by  the  Barons 
to  the  religious  houfes,  in  the  year  1758, 
there  is  an  article  which  feems .  to  ihew, 
that  the  Hiftriones  were  fometimes  a  par- 
ticular fpecies  of  public  entertainers. 
**  HiSTRiONUM  LUDi  non  'videantur  vel 
"  audiantuTj  vel  permittantur  fieri,  coram 
•'  abbate  vel  monafticis."  'Anna!.  Burton. 

L437.  Oxon»  1684.  Whereas  minftrels^ 
rpers,  and  juglers,  were  notorioufly  per- 
mitted in  the  monafteries.  We  cannot 
afcertain  whether  Ludi  here  means  plays» 
then  only  religious:  Ludi  thtatralts  in 
churches  and  church-yards,  on  vigils  and 
feftivals,  are  forbidden  in  the  Synod  of 
Exeter,  dat.  1287.  cap.  xiii.  Concil. 
Magn.  Brit,  per  Wilkins.  torn.  ii.  p. 
I40.  col.  2.  edit.  1737.  fol. 

I  cannot  omit  the  opportunity  of  adding 
a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  extraordinary 
freedom  of  fpeech,  permitted  to  thefe  peo- 
ple, at  the  moft  folemn  celebrities.  Aoout 
the  year  1250,  king  Henry  the  third, 
paffine  fome  time  in  France,  held  a  moft 
magnificent  feaft  in  the  great  hall  of  the 
knights-templars  at  Paris;  at  which,  be- 
fide  his  own  fuite,  were  prefent  the  kings 
of  France  and  Navarre,  and  all  the  nobility 
of  France.  The  walls  of  the  hall  were 
bung  all  over  with  (hields,  among  which 
was  that  of  our  king  Richard  die  fiift. 


Juft  before  the  feaft  began,  a  joculator^ 
or  minftrel,  accofted  king  Henry  thus* 
'*  My  lord,  why  did  you  invite  fo  many 
"  Frenchmen  to  feaft  with  you  in  this 
"  hall?  Behold,  there  is  the  fhield  of 
*'  Richard,  the  magnanimous  king  of  Ene- 
"  land!— All  the  Frenchmen  prefent  will 
"  eat  their  dinner  in  fear  and  trembling  l" 
Matt.  Paris,  p.  871.  fub.  Henr.  iii.  edit. 
Tigur.  1589.  fol.  Whether  this  was  a 
preconcerted  compliment,  previoufly  fug- 
gefted  by  the  king  of  France,  or  not,  it  is 
equally  a  proof  of  the  familiarity  with 
which  the  minftrels  were  allowed  to  addrefs 
the  moft  eminent  perfonages. 

*  There  is  a  paftage  in  John  of  Salif- 
bury  much  to  our  purpofe,  which  I  am 
obliged  to  give  in  Latin,  **  At  eam  [defi- 
**  diam]  noftris  prorogant  histriomes* 
"  Admifla  funt  ergo  Spectacula,  et  in- 
'*  finita  lenocinia  vanitatis.-*-Hinc  m/W, 
**  falii  *vel  f alt  ares ^  balat  rones ^  amiliani^ 
**  gladiatores^  pala^Jlrita^  gignadii^  prafii* 
"  giatores^  malefici  quoque  multi,  et  tota 
"  joculatorum  scENA  procedit.  Quo- 
*•  rum  adco  error  invaluit,  ut  a  pnedaris 
**  domihus  non  arceantur  eti«m  illi,  qui 
' '  oh/atnis  partihus  corporis^  oculis  omnium 
'*  eam  ingerunt  turpitudinem^  quam  eru- 
*'  befcet  vidcre  vel  cynicus.  Quodque 
**  magis  mirere,.  nee  tunc  ejiciuntur,  quan- 
**  do  tumultuantes  ikperius  cubr9 
"  fonitu  aerem  fadant^  et  turpiter  tnclu^ 
"  /um  turpiusprodunt.  Veruntamen  auid  in 
"  fingulis  point  autdeceat,  animus  (apien- 
**  tis  advertit,  nee  a po locos  refugit,  aut 
**  narrationes,  aut  qusecunque  spbc- 
"  TACULA,  dum  virtutis,  &c."  Poly- 
crat.  lib.  i.  cap.  viii.  p.  28.  edit.  Lugd. 
Bat.  15^5.  Here,  Gignadii,  a  word 
unexplained  by  Du  Cange,  (ignifies  wreft- 
lers,  or  the  performers  of  athletic  exercifes : 
for  gignafium  was  ufed  iovgymnajium  in  the 
barbarous  Latinity.  By  apologos^  we  aro' 
perhaps,  to  undeHland  an  allegorical  ftory 
or  &ble,  fuch  as  were  common  in  the  Pro- 
vencial  poetry ;  and  by  narrationes^  tales  of 
chivalry:  both  which  were  recited  at  fef- 
tivals by  thefe  histriones.    Sftdacula  I 

need 
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of  mimics,  juglers,  dancers,  tumblers,  muficians,  minftrels, 
and  the  like  public  praftitioners  of  the  recreative  arts,  with 
which  thofe  ages  abounded :  nor  do  I  recoUeft  a  fingle 
inftance  in  which  it  precifely  bears  the  reftrained  modern 
interpretation. 

As  our  thoughts  are  here  incidentally  turned  to  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  Englifti  ftage  *,  I  muft  not  omit  an  anecdote, 
entirely  new,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  playing  the 
MvsTERiES  at  this  period,  which  yet  is  perhaps  of  much 
higher  antiquity.  In  the  year  1487,  while  Henry  the  fevcnth 
kept  his  refidence  at  the  caftle  at  Winchefter,  on  occafion  of 
the  birth  of  prince  Arthur,  on  a  funday,  during  the  time 
of  dinner,  he  was  entertained  with  a  religious  drama  called 
Christi  Descensus  ad  Inferos,  or  Cbrijl's  defcent  into  hell^. 
It  was  reprefented  by  the  Pueri  Eleemosynarii,  or  choir- 
boys, of  Hyde  abbey,  and  faint  Swithin's  priory,  two  large 
monafteries  at  Winchefter.  This  is  the  only  proof  I  have 
ever  feen  of  choir-boys  afting  in  the  old  Mysteries  :  nor 


^eed  not  explain :  bat  here  feems  to  be 
^pointed  out  the  whole  fyftem  of  antient 
eadiibition  or  entertainment.  I  muft  add 
another  pertinent  paffaee  from  thb  writer, 
whom  the  reader  will  recoiled  to  have 
flooriihed  about  the  year  1140.  *<  Non 
**  facile  tamen  crediderim  ad  hoc  quem- 
**  quam  impelli  pofle  litteratorem,  ut 
**  HI8TR10NEM  profiteatur.  —  Gestus 
'^  iiquidem  bxfrimunt,  rerum  utilitate 
**  deduda."  Ibid.  lib.  viii.  cap.  xii.  p. 
■514.  [Compare Blount's  Ant. Tenures, 
p.  It.  Hbminoston.] 

With  regard  to  Apolooi,  mentioned 
above,  I  have  farther  to  obferve,  that  the 
Latin  metrical  apologues  of  the  dark  ages, 
are  probably  tranflations  from  the  Proven- 
^ial  poetry.  Of  this  kind  is  Wircker's 
SvtcuLUM  Stultorum,  orBuRNELi^'s 
Ass,  See  fapr.  vol.  i.  p.  419.  And  the 
AsiNUs  Panitbntiarivs,  in  which 
an  afs,  wolf,  and  fox,  are  introduced,  con- 
f(iEng  their  fins,  kc.  See  Matt.  Flacios, 
CataL  Teft.  Verit.  pag.  903.  edit.  1556. 
ilk  the  Britifh  maftam  there  is  an  antient 


thin  folio  volume  on  vellum,  contain- 
ing upwsjxls  of  two  hundred  fhort  moral 
taks  in  Latin  profe,  which  I  alfo  dafs 
mider  the  apologi  here  mentioned  by 
John  of  Salifbury.  Some  are  legendary, 
others  romantic,  and  others  allegorical. 
Many  of  them  I  believe  to  be  tranflations 
from  the  Provencial  poetry.  Several  of 
the  Efopian  fables  are  intermixed.  In 
this  colle&ion  is  Pamell's  Hermit,  /># 
Angelo  it  Henrnita  PeregrsMum  ccci/um 
fepelientihusf  Ruhr.  32.  fol.  7.  And  a  tide, 
I  think  in  Fontaine,  of  the  king^i  fin  who 
mverfiiw  a  nnoman.  Ruhr.  8.  fol.  2.  The 
ftories  feem  to  have  been  coUe^d  by  an 
Englifliman,  at  leaft  in  England:  for 
there  is,  the  tale  of  one  Godfrey^  a  frieft 
of  Suffix.  Rubr.  40.  fol.  8.  MSS.  HarL 
463.  The  ftory  of  Pamell's  Hermit  ia 
in  Gefta  Romamrum^  MSS.  Harl.  2270* 
ch.  Ixxxx. 

*  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  216.  feq. 

y  Reriftr.  Priorat.  S.  Swithin.  Wintea, 
MS.  ut  fopr. 

do 
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db  I  rccoUeft  any  other  inftancc  of  a  royal  dinner,  even  on 
a  feftival,  accompanied  with  this  fpecics  of  diverfion  '•  The 
ftory  of  this  interlude,  in  which  the  chief  charafters  were 
Chrift,  Adam,  Eve,  Abraham,  and  John  the  Baptift,  was 
not  uncommon  in  the  antient  religious  drama,  and  I  believe 
made  a  part  of  what  is  called  the  Ludus  Paschalis,  or 
Eafier  Play^.  It  occurs  in  the  Coventiy  plays  afted  on 
Corpus  Chrifti  day  ^  -,  and  in  the  Whitfun-plays  at  Chefter, 
where  it  is  called  the  Harrowing  of  Hell  *.  The  repre- 
fentation  is  Chrift  entering  hell  triumphantly,  delivering 
our  firft  parents,  and  the  moft  facred  characters  of  the  old 
and  new  teftaments,  from  the  dominion  of  Satan,  and  con- 
veying them  into  Paradife.  There  is  an  ancient  poem,  per- 
haps an  interlude,  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  among  the  Harleian 
manufcripts ;  containing  our  faviour's  dialogues  in  hell  with 
Sathanas,  the  Janitor,  or  porter  of  hell,  Adam,  Eve,  Ha— 
braham,  David,  Johan  Baptifty  and  Moyfes.     It  begins, 

Alle  herknej?  to  me  nou  : 
A  ftrif  wolle  y  tellen  ou- 
Of  Jhefu  ant  of  Sathan 
j5o  Jhcfus  w^as  to  hell  y-gan  ^ 

*  Except,  that'on  the  firil  Sunday  of  the  Ludus  Paschalis  as  old  as  the  twelfth 
magnificent  marriage  of  king  James  of  century.  Tbatro  Italiano,  torn.  i. 
Scotland  with  the  princefs  Margaret  of  Sec  Vn  Ifioria  del  Teatro^  &c.  prefixed, 
England,  daughter  of  Henry  the  feventh,  p.  ii.  Veron.  1723.  i2mo. 

celebrated  at  Edinburgh  with  high  fplen-  *>  [Sec  fupr.  vol.  i.]     "  Nunc  domuunt 

dour,  «•  after  dynnar  a  Moralite  was  *'  milites,  ct  venict  anima  Chrifti  de  in- 

"  played  by  the  faid  mafter  Inglyfhe  and  "  femo  cum   Adam    ct  Eva,    Abraham, 

"  hys  companyons  in  the  prefence  of  the  «'  Job.  Baptifte,  ct  aliis." 

*•  kyng  and  qweoe."       On  one  of  the  «=  MSS.  HarL  2013.     Pageaunt  xvli, 

preceding  days,  "  After  foupper  the  kyngc  fol.  138. 

•*  andqwcne  beyng  togader  in  hyr  grett  ^  MSS.   Harl.    2253.    21.  fol.   55.    b. 

**  chamber,  John  Inglyfh  and  his   com-  There  is  a  poem   on   this   fubjeft,    MS. 

*'  panyons  ^//7/V."     This  was  in  the  year  Bodl.  1687. 

1,503.      Apud  Lcland.  coll.  iii.   p.   3c  o.  How  Jefu  Crift  harozved  belle 

299.     Append,  edit.  1770.  Of  hardi  geftes  ich  willc  telle. 

*  The  Italians  pretend  that  they  have  a.  [Sec  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  18.] 

The 
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The  compofers  of  the  Mysteries  did  not  think  the  plain  and 
probable  events  of  the  new  teftament  fufficiently  marvellous  for 
an  audience  who  wanted  only  to  be  furprifed.  They  frequent- 
ly felefted  their  materials  from  books  which  had  more  of  the 
air  of  romance.  The  fubjeft  of  the  Mysteries  jufl-men- 
tioned  was  borrowed  from  the  Pseudo-evangelium,  or  the 
FABULOUS  Gospel,  afcribed  to  Nicodemus ' :  a  book,  which, 
together  with  the  numerous  apocryphal  narratives,  contain- 
ing infinite  innovations  of  the  evangelical  hiftory,  and  forged 
at  Conftantinople  by  the  early  writers  of  the  Greek  church, 
gave  birth  to  an  endlefs  variety  of  legends  concerning  the 
life  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles '  s  and  which,  in  the  barbarous 


*  In  Latin.  A  Saxon  (ranflation,  from 
a  manufcript  at  Cambridge,  coeval  with 
the  conqueil,  was  printed  at  Oxford,  by 
Thwaites,  1609.  In  an  Englifh  tranflation 
by  Wynkyn  ac  Worde,  the  prologue  fays, 
'*  Nichodemus,  which  was  a  worthy  prynce, 
"  dydde  wryte  thys  bleflyd  ftorye  in  He- 
"  brewe.  And  Theodofius,  the  emperour, 
«  dyde  it  tranflate  out  of  Hebrew  into 
•*  Latin,  and  byfshoppc  Turpyn  dyde 
**  tranflate  it  out  of  Latyn  into  Prenishe." 
With  wooden  cuts,  15 11.  410.  There 
was  another  edition  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde, 
1518.  4to.  and  1532.  See  a  very  old 
French  verfion,  MSS.  Harl.  2253.  3.  fol. 
33.  b.  There  is  a  tranflation  into  Englifli 
ver{e,  about  the  fourteenth  century.  MSS. 
Harl.  4196.  I.  foL  206.  See  alfo,  149. 
5.  fol.  254.  b.  And  MSS.  coll.  Sion.  17. 
The  title  of  the  original  is,  Nicodbmi 
D I s CI p u L I  i/f  Je/u  Chrifli pajpone  it  refur- 
reSiiont  Evangelium.  Sometimes  it  is 
entitled  Gbsta  Salvatoris  noftri  Je/u 
Chrifti.  Our  lord's  Defcent  into  hell  is  by 
far  the  beft  invented  part  of  the  work. 
Edit,  apud Orthodox. pATR.Jac.  Greyn. 
[Bafil.  1569.  4to.]  pag.  653.  feq.  The 
old  Latin  title  to  the  pageaunt  of  this  ilory 
in  the  Cbcjitr  plays  is,  ••DeDescensu 
"  AD  IN  FERN  A,  ct  dc  his  que  ibidem 
'<  fiebantfecundum  Evangelium  Nico- 
**  DEMi/'  fol.  138.  ut  fupr.  Hence  the 
firfl  line  in  the  old  interlude,  called  Hicks« 
CORNER,  is  illuflrated. 


Now  Jefu  the  gentyll  that  brought  Adam 

from  bell. 
There  is  a  Greek  homily  on  Saint  John's 
Defcent  into  Hill,  by  Eufebius  Alexandrinus. 
They  had  a  notion  that  faint  John  was  our 
Saviour's  precurfor,  not  only  m  this  world, 
but  in  hades.  See  Allat.  de  libr.  ecclef. 
Graeoor.  p.  303.  feq.  Compzie  the  Legend 
of  Nicodemus,  Cbri/i's  defcent  into  htlU  Pi- 
lat^sexiU,  8cc.  MSS.  Bodl.  B.  5.  2021. 
4.  fM. 

'  In  the  manufcript  regifler  of  faint  Swi- 
thin's  priory  at  Winchefter,  it  is  recorded, 
that  Leofric,  bifhop  of  Exeter,  about  the 
year  11  $0,  gave  to  the  convent,  a  book 
called  Gesta  BeatiJJimi  Apoftoli  Petri  cum 
Glofa.  This  is  probably  one  of  thefe  com- 
roentitious  hiflones.  By  the  w.ny,  the  fame 
Leofric  was  a  great  benefactor  in  books  to 
his  church  at  Exeter.  Among  others,  he 
gave  Boetii  Liber  A n  g  l  i  c  u  s ,  and,  Magnus 
liber  Anglicus  omnino  metrice  dejcrip* 
tu5»  What  was  this  tranflation  of  Boethius, 
I  know  not ;  unlefs  it  is  Alfred's.  It  is 
ftill  more  difficult  to  determine,  whpt  was 
the  other  piece,  the  great  book  of  Eng- 
lish VERSE,  at  fo  early  a  period.  The 
grant  is  in  Saxon,  and,  if  not  genuine,  mull 
be  of  high  antiquity.  Dugdal.  Monast. 
torn.  i.  p.  222.  I  have  given  Dugdalc*s 
Latin  tranflation.  The  Saxon  words  are, 
"  Boctiej-  boc  on  enjlifc. — Anb  i.  mycel 
"  enjhj-c  boc  be  jcj^pikum  fmjum  on 
"  leodJ7ij-an  jepopl^r.*' 

ages, 
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ages,  was  better  efteemcd  than  the  genuine  gofpeli  on  ac- 
count of  its  improbabilities  and  abfurdities. 

But  whatever  was  the  fource  of  thefe  exhibitions,  they 
were  thought  to  contribute  fo  much  to  the  information  and 
inftruftion  of  the  people  on  the  moft  important  fubj efts  of 
religion,  that  one  of  the  popes  granted  a  pardon  of  one 
thoufand  days  to  every  perfon  who  reforted  peaceably  to  the 
plays  performed  in  the  Whitfun  week  at  Chefter,  beginning 
with  the  creation,  and  ending  with  the  general  judgment  j 
and  this  indulgence  was   feconded  by  the  bifhop   of   the 
diocefe,  who  granted  forty  days  of  pardon  :  the  pope  at  the 
fame  time  denouncing  the  fentence  of  damnation  on  all  thofe 
incorrigible  finners,  who  prefumed  to  difturb  or  interrupt 
the  due  celebration  of  thefe  pious  fports  ^     It  is  cert^n  that 
they  had  their  ufe,  not  only  in  teaching  the  great  truths  of 
fcripture  to  men  who  could  not  read  the  bible,  but  in  aboliih- 
ing  the  barbarous  attachment  to  military  games,  and  the 
bloody  contentions  of  the  tournament,  which  had  fo  long 
prevailed  as  the  fole  fpecies  of  popular  amufement.    Rude 
and  even  ridiculous  as  they  were,  they  foftened  the  manners 
of  the  people,  by  diverting  the  public  attention  to  fpefta- 
cles  in  which  the  mind  was  concerned,  and  by  creating  a 
regard  for  other  arts  than  thofe  of  bodily  ftrength  and 
lavage  valour. 

'  MSS.  Harl.  2 1 24.  201 3. 


Vol.  II.  E  e  SECT. 


210  THE     HISTORY      OF 


S    E    C    T.        X. 

THE  only  writer  deferving  the  name  of  a  poet  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  feventh,  is  Stephen  Hawcs.  He 
wasi  <  patronifed  by  that  monarch,  who  poffefled  fome  tinc- 
ture of  literature,  and  is  faid  by  Bacon  to  have  confuted 
a  Lollard  in  a  public  difputation  at  Canterbury  *. 

Hawes  flourifhed  about  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century ; 
and  was  a  native  of  Suffolk  \  After  an  academical  education 
at  Oxford,  he  travelled  much  in  France ;  and  became  a  com- 
plete mafler  of  the  French  and  Italian  poetry.  His  polite 
accomplifhments  quickly  procured  him  an  eflablifhment  in 
the  houfhold  of  the  king ;  who  ftruck  with  the  livelinefs 
of  his  converfation,  and  becaufe  he  could  repeat  by  memory 
moft  of  the  old  Englifh  poets,  efpecially  Lydgate,  made 
him  groom  of  the  privy  chamber*.  His  facility  in  the 
French  tongue  was  a  qualification,  which  might  flrongly 
recommend  him  to  the  favour  of  Henry  the  feventh  j  who 
was  fond  of  ftudying  the  beft  French  books  then  in  vogue  \ 

Hawes  has  left  many  poems,  which  are  now  but  imper- 
fectly known,  and  fcarcely  remembered.  Thefe  are,  the 
Temple  OF  Glasse.  The  Conversion  of  Swerers  %  in 
oflave  ftanzas,  with  Latin  lemmata,  printed  by  de  Worde  in 
X509';     A   jOYFULL   Meditation   of  all  Englond,   or 

»  Life  of  Hehry  vii.  p.  628.  edit,  ut  '  Bale  fays,  that  he  was  called  by  the 

fapr.     One  Hod^kins,  a  fellow  of  King*8  kin^  *'  ab  inceriori  camera  ad  privatom  €U« 

college  in  Cambndge,   and  vicar  of  Rin^-  **  biculum."  Cent.  viii. 

wood  in  Hantv  was  eminently  ikilled  .m  *'  Bacon,  ut  fupr.  p.  6^y. 

the  mathematiai ;   and  00   that  account,  *  **  The  Conversyon  of  Swerers, 

Henry  the  feventh  frequently  condefcended  **  made  and  compyled  by  Stephen  Hawes, 

CO  vi£t  him  at  his  noufe  at  Ringwood.  "  morne  of  the  chamber  of  our  fovereigne 

Hatcher,  MS.  CataL  Frdepof.  it  Soc.  Cell.  "  lord  kynge  Henry  vii." 


JUeaL  Cant,  '  It  contains  only  one  fheet  in  quarto* 

^  WAod.  Atk.  Oiron.  1.  r. 

TH 


Wood,  Ath.  Oxon.  i.  5. 
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KING  Henry  the  eigth  in  verse.  By  the  fame,  and  with- 
out date  5  but  probably  it  was  printed  foon  after  the  cere- 
mony which  it  celebrates.  Thefe  coronation-carols  were 
cuftomary.  There  is  one  by  Lydgate  *.  The  Consolation 
OF  Lovers.  The  Exemplar  of  Virtue.  The  Delight 
OF  THE  Soul.  Of  the  Prince's  Marriage.  The  Al- 
phabet OF  Birds.  Some  of  the  five  latter  pieces,  none  of 
which  I  have  feen,  and  which  perhaps  were  never  printed, 
are  faid  by  Wood  to  be  written  in  Latin,  and  feem  to  be 
in  profe. 

The  beft  of  Hawes's  poems,  hitherto  enumerated,  is  the 
Temple  of  Glass  *"•     On  a  comparifon,  it  will  be  found  to 


*  ABallad  preftnted  to  Henry  the  fixth 
the  day  of  bis  coronation.  Princ.  *'  Moft 
**  noble  prince  of  cryflcn  princes  all." 
MSS.  Afhmol.  59.  ii. 

^  By  roiilake,  as  it  feems,  I  have  hi- 
ther quoted  Hawes's  Templb  of  Glass, 
under  the  name  of  Lydgate.  See  fupr.  vol. 
i.  p.  410.  417.  It  was  iirll  printed  by 
Wynken  de  Wordc,  in  1 500.  **  Here  fy* 
**  fennetb  the  Temple  of  Glass.  By 
**  Stephen  Hawes,  grome  of  the  chamber 
"  to  king  Henry  vii."  [Ames,  Hift.  Print, 
pag.  86.  J  8vo.  in  twenty-feven  leaves.  Af- 
terwards by  Berthelette,  without  date,  or 
name  of  the  author,  with  this  colophon. 
**  Thus  endeth  the  temple  of  slafle.  Em- 
**  printed  at  London,  in  FleteSrete,  in  the 
"  houfe  of  Thomas  Berthelette,  near  to  the 
"  cundite,  at  the  fygne  of  the  Lgcrece. 
"  Cum  privilegio."  I  will  give  the  be- 
gbning,  with  the  title. 

7 bis  hoke  called  tbe  temple  of  glajfe,  is 
in  many  places  amended^  and  late  diligently 
imprynted. 

Through  conftreynt  and  greuous  heuynefs. 
For  great  thought  and  ^r  highe  penfyue- 

nefle. 
To  bcdde  I  went  nowe  this  other  night. 
Whan  that  Lucina  with  her  pale  lyght. 


Was  ioyned  lad  with  Phebas  in  Aquary» 
Amydde  Decembre,  whan  of  Januaiy 
There  be  kalendes  of  the  newc  ycre  ; 
And  derke  Dyana,  homed  and  nothyng 

dere, 
Hydde  her  beames  under  a  myfty  cloade. 
Within    my    bedde    for   oolde    gan    me 

fhroude ; 
All  defolate  for  conftraynt  of  my  wo. 
The  long  night  walowyng  to  and  fro» 
Tyll  at  lad,  or  I  gan  takekepe,  &c. 

This  edition,  unmentioned  by  Ames,  is 
in  Bibl.  Bodi.  Oxon.  C.  39.  Art.  Seld. 
4to.  In*  the  fame  library  are  two  manu- 
icript  copies  of  this  poem.  MSS.  Fairfax, 
xvi.  membran.  without  a  name.  And  MSS. 
Bodl.  638.  In  the  firft  leaf  of  the  Fair- 
fax manufcript  is  this  entry.  ''  I  bought 
'<  this  at  Gloucefter,  8  Sept.  1650,  in« 
*'  tending  to  exchange  it  for  a  better  boke. 
"  Ffairfax.'*  And  at  the  end,  in  the 
fame  hand.  "  Here  lacketh  feven  leaves 
*<  that  areinjofeph  Holland's  boke."  This 
manufcript,  however,  contains  as  much  as 
Berthelett's  edition.  Lewis  mentions  the 
Temple  of  Glafs  by  Jobn  Lydgate^  in  Cax- 
ton's  fecond  edition  of  Chaucer.  [Life 
Ch.  p.  104.  See  alfo  Middleton's  Dis* 
5ERT.  p.  263.]    But  no  fuch  poem  ap- 
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be  a  copy  of  the  House  op  Fame  of  Chaucer,  in  which 
that  poet  fees  in  a  vifion  a  temple  of  glafs,  on  the  walls 
of  which  were  engraved  ftories  from  Virgil's  Eneid  and 
Ovid's  Epiftles.  It  alfo  ftrongly  refembles  that  part  of 
Chaucer's  Assembly  of  Foules,  in  which  there  is  the  fic- 
tion of  a  temple  of  brafs,  built  on  pillars  of  jafper,  whofe 
walls  are  painted  with  the  ftories  of  unfortunate  lovers  *• 
And  in  his  Assembly  of  Ladies,  in  a  chamber  made  of 
beryl  and  cryftal,  belonging  to  the  fumptuous  caftle  of  Plea^ 
faunt  Regardy  the  walls  are  decorated  with  hiftorical  fculp- 
tures  of  the  fame  kind  ^.  The  fituation  of  Hawes's  Temple 
on  a  craggy  rock  of  ice,  is  evidently  taken  from  that  of 
Chaucer's  House  of  Fame.  In  Chaucer's  Dreame,  the 
poet  is  tranfported  into  an  ifland,  where  wall  and  yate  was  all 
of  glajfe  \  Thefe  ftru6lures  of  glafs  have  their  origin  in  the 
chemiftry  of  the  dark  ages.    This  is  Hawes's  exordium. 

Me  dyd  oppreffe  a  fodayne,  dedely  flepe : 
Within  the  whiche,  methought  that  I  was 
Ravyftied  in  fpyrite  into  a  Temple  of  Glas, 
1  ne  wyft  howc  ful  ferrc  in  wyldemeffe. 
That  founded  was,  all  by  lyckelyneffe, 
Nat  upon  ftele,  but  on  a  craggy  roche 
Lyke  yfe  yfroze :  and  as  I  dyd  approche, 
Againe  the  fonne  that  fhone,  methought,  fo  clere 
As  any  criftall ;  and  ever,  nere  and  nere, 

f^ears  in  that  edition  in  faint  John's  coUege      —— »  And  die  tvme  to  paffe 

library  at  Oxford.  Oflon/t  he  made  the  bryght  tmpU  ofglajjk. 

JJf  J£r§f  Srll*^^^'^  And  I  muft  «ld.  that  this  piece  is  expiefsly 

»e  togire  tl»  P«»  »  ™J^' .«~,  °?*  ndted  in  the  large  catalogue  of  Lyagate's 

S  ^1'*;^  if^i  .««/^wJf  works.belongin^W.Thinnc.  in  Speghf* 

mwM'.  hfe-time.  ?^S -^  "^«' X!S:  ««ti«^  of  cS««r.  printed  i6oa.  fo"376. 

kyn  de  Wonie.   Bale  alfo  mentwn*,  among  y  ^    ^  ,  •  P,  ^^  ^  ^]^ 

"**S^i,^k:J^^  wS^'f  TriS      <J«>btfnl :  and  I  lelve  it  to  be  dittrmined 
21^L  JJ^ ''^J^rr^  \ZJ±.      by  the  ^ader.  before  whom  the  evidence 


\ 


citing  Lydgate's  Works,  in  the  Pastimb  ^  y  ^9<>- 

OP  Pleasure,  fajrf  thns,  fch-  xiv.  edit.  |  y^l 

1555,  Signat.  G.  iiiL  ut  infr.]  ^*  ''• 


290. 
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As  I  gan  nyghe  this  grifely  dredefuU  place, 

I  wext  aftonyed,  the  lyght  fo  in  my  face 

Began  to  fmyte,  fo  perfyng  ever  in  one. 

On  every  parte  where  that  I  dyde  gon. 

That  I  ne  mighte  nothing  as  I  wolde 

Aboute  me  confydre,  and  beholde. 

The  wondre  efters  ",  for  brightneffe  of  the  fonne : 

Tyll  at  the  lafte,  certayne  fkyes  donne  * 

With  wynde  **  ychafed,  han  their  courfe  y went. 

Before  the  ftremes  of  Titan  and  iblent  % 

So  that  I  myght  within  and  without. 

Where  fo  I  wolde,  behelden  me  about. 

For  to  report  the  facyon  and  manere 

Of  all  this  place,  that  was  circuler. 

In  cumpace-wyfe  rounde  by  yntale  ywrought : 

And  whan  I  had  longe  goon,  and  well  fought, 

I  founde  a  wicket,  and  entred  yn  as  fafte 

Into  the  temple,  and  myne  eyen  cafte 

On  every  fide,  &c  ^ 

The  walls  of  this  wonderful  temple  were  richly  piflured 
with  the  following  hiftorical  portraitures  ;  from  Virgil> 
Ovid,  king  Arthur's  romance,  and  Chaucen 

I  fawe  depeynted  upon  a  wall ', 

From  eft  to  weft  ful  many  a  fayre  ymage. 

Of  fondry  lovers,  lyke  as  they  were  of  age 

I  fet  in  ordre  after  they  were  true ; 

With  lyfely  colours,  wonders  fresfhe  of  hewe. 

And  as  methought  I  faw  fom  fyt  and  fom  ftande. 

And  fome  knelyng,  with  bylles  ^  in  theyr  hande, 

"  The  wonderful  chambers  of  this  tern-  ^  This  text  is  given  from  Berthelett's 

pie.  edition,  collated  with  MSS.  Fairfax,  xvi. 
"  Dun.    Dark.  '  From  Pr.  Cop.  and  NfSS.  Fairf.  xvi.  as 

•  i.  e.  Colleaed.  before. 
^  BUndedf  darkened  the  fun.  '  fiillf  of  complaint. 

And 
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An  fome  with  complaynt  woful  and  pitious, 
With  doleful!  chere,  to  put  to  Venus, 
So  as  flie  fate  fletyngc  in  the  fee, 
Upon  theyr  wo  for  to  have  pite. 

And  fyift  of  all  I  fawc  there  of  Cartage 
Dido  the  quene,  fo  goodly  of  vifage, 
That  gan  complayne  her  auenture  and  caas, 
Howe  fhe  difceyued  was  of  Aeneas, 
For  all  his  heftes  and  his  othes  fworne, 
And  fayd  helas  that  fhe  was  borne, 
Whan  fhe  fawe  that  dede  fhe  mufl  be. 

And  next  her  I  fawe  the  complaynt  of  Medee, 
Howe  that  fhe  was  falfed  of  Jafon. 
And  nygh  by  Venus  fawe  I  fyt  Addon, 
And  all  the  maner  howe  the  bore  hym  floughe. 
For  whom  fhe  wepte  and  had  pite  inoughe. 

There  fawe  I  alfo  howe  Penelope, 
For  fhe  fo  long  ne  myght  her  lorde  fe, 
Was  of  Colour  both  pale  and  grene. 

And  alder  next  was  the  fresfhe  quenfi ; 
I  mean  Alcefl,  the  noble  true  wife, 
And  for  Admete  howe  fhe  lofl  her  lyfe  j 
And  for  her  trouthe,  if  I  fhall  nat  lye, 
Howe  fhe  was  turned  into  a  dayfye. 

There  was  alfo  Grifildis  innocence, 
And  all  hir  mekenefTe  and  hir  pacience. 

There  was  eke  Yfaude,  and  many  other  mo, 
And  all  the  tourment  and  all  the  cruell  wo 
That  fhe  had  for  Triflram  all  her  lyue ; 
And  howe  that  Tyfbe  her  hert  dyd  ryue 
With  thylke  fwerde  of  fyr  Pyramus. 

And  all  maner,  howe  that  Thefeus 
The  minotaure  flewe,  amyd  the  hous 
That  was  forwrynked  by  craft  of  Dedalus, 
Whan  that  he  was  in  prifon  ffiyt  in  Crete,  &c. 


And 
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And  uppermore  men  depeinten  might  fee, 
Howe  with  her  ring  goodlie  Canace 
Of  every  foule  the  leden  *  and  the  fong 
Could  underftand,  as  fhe  hem  walkt  among : 
And  how  her  brother  fo  often  holpen  was 
In  his  mifchefe  by  the  ftede  of  brafs  \ 

We  muft  acknowledge,  that  all  the  pifturefque  invention 
which  appears  in  this  compofition,  entirely  belongs  to  Chau- 
cer. Yet  there  was  fome  merit  in  daring  to  depart  from  the 
dull  tafte  of  the  times,  and  in  chufmg  Chaucer  for  a  model, 
after  his  fublime  fancies  had  been  fo  long  forgotten,  and 
had  given  place  for  almoft  a  century,  to  legends,  homilies, 
and  chronicles  in  verfe.  In  the  mean  time,  there  is  reafon 
to  believe,  that  Chaucer  himfelf  copied  thefe  imageries  from 
the  romance  of  Guigemar,  one  of  the  metrical  Tales,  or 
Lais,  of  Bretagne ",  tranflated  from  the  Armorican  original 
into  French,  by  Marie,  a  French  poetefs,  about  the  thir- 
teenth century :  in  which  the  walls  of  a  chamber  are  painted 
with  Venus,  and  the  j^rt  of  love  from  Ovid  \  Although, 
perhaps,  Chaucer  might  not  look  further  than  the  temples  in 
Boccacio's  Theseid  for  thefe  ornaments.  At  the  fame  time 
it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  imagination  of  thefe  old 
poets  muft  have  been  affifted  in  this  refpeil,  from  the  mode 
which  antiently  prevailed,  of  entirely  covering  the  walls  of 
the  more  magnificent  apartments,  in  caftles  and  palaces,  with 
ftories  from  fcripture,  hiftory,  the  claffics,  and.  romance. 
I  have  already  given  inftances  of  this  pradice,  and  I  will 

*  Language.  Bernard  Ventadoor,  who. lived  about  the 

*  See  Chaucer's  S QUI er's  Tale.  year    1150.    Hist.  Trovbad.    p.   27. 
"  Fol.  141.  MSS.  Harl.  978.  See  fupr.      This  Monf.  MUlot  calls,  **  Un  trait  d'cru- 

DissERTAT.  i.  ^<  dition  fingulier  dans  un  troubadour."   It 

"  ApafTagcin  Ovid's  Remedium  Amo-  is  not,  however,  impoflible,  diat  he  might 

Ris  concerning  Achilles's  fpear,   is  fup-  get  this  fidion  from  fome  of  the  early 

pofcd  to  be  alluded  to  by  a  troubadour,  romances  about  Troy. 

here 
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here  add  more''.     In  the  year  1277,  Otho,  duke  of  Milan, 
having  reftored  the  peace  of  that  city  by  a  fignal  viflory, 
built  a  noble  caftle,  in  which  he  ordered  every  particular 
circumftance  of  that  victory  to  be  painted.     Paulus  Jovius 
relates,  that  thefe  paintings  remained,  in  the  great  vaulted 
chamber  of  the  caftle,  frefti  and  unimpaired,  fo  late  as  the 
year  1 547.     "  Extantque  adhuc  in  maxima  teftudinatoque  con^ 
"  clavi^  incorrupt^  praliorum  cum  verts  ducum  multibus  ima- 
"  gines,   Latinis  elegis  fingula  rerum  elogia  indicantibus  *." 
That  the  caftles  and  palaces  of  England  v^ere  thus  orna- 
mented at  a  very  early  period,  and  in  the  moft  fplendid  ftyle, 
appears  from  the   following  notices.     Langton,   bifhop  of 
Litchfield,  commanded  the  coronation,  marriages,  wars,  and 
funeral,  of  his  patron  king  Edward  the  firft,  to  be  painted 
in  the  great  hall  of  his  epifcopal  palace,  which  he  had  newly 
built  ^    This  muft  have  been  about  the  year  13 12.     The 
following  anecdote  relating  to  the  old  royal  palace  at  Weft- 
minfter,   never  yet  was  publifhed.     In  the  year  1322,  one 
Symcon,  a  friar  minor,   and  a   do6lor   in   theology,  wrote 
an  Itinerary,    in  which  is  this    curious  paffage.     He   is 
fpeaking  of  Weftminfter  Abbey.    "  Eidem  monafterio  quafi 
^*  immediate  conjungitur  illud  famofiffimum  palatium   re- 
"  gium  Anglorum,  in  quo  ilia  vulgata  camera,  in  cujus 
"  parietibus  funt  omnes  Histori.®  bellic-®  totius  Bibli^ 
"  inefFabiliter  depidia^  atque  in  Gallico  completiflime  et  per- 
**  feftiffime  conftanter  confcriptae,  in  non  modica  intuen- 
**  tium  admiratione,  et  maxima  regali  magnificentia '.*'  — 

^  Sec  Aipr.  vol.  i.  p.  303.  To  the  paf-  *  Vit,  Vicccomit.  Mediolan.  Otho.  p. 

iagc«  adduced  from  Chaucer  thefe  may  be  56.  edit.  Paris,  1549.  410. 

4«idcd,  CHAUcfiR'8  Dremb,  V.  ,320.  ,  Erdfwkke's  Staffbrdfliire,  p.  loi. 

■  In  a  chamber  paint  . .  «  ..       .    rr 

Full  of /m>/  dd  and  divers.  *  "  }^^!^^  ^J^onu  et  fratrts  Hu- 

'  A     *      •!-•  J  z  £0*'^^  Illumtnatorts  ex  Hibernia   tn  terram 

A^n,  ibid.  V.  2167.  fanaam,  A.D.  Mcccxxii."  MSS.  C.  C. 

For  there  n*  a«  no  lady  ne  crcture,  c.  Cantabr.  G.  6.  Princip.    "  Culmine 

Save  on  the  wali  cU  portraiture  «  honoris  fpreto."   It  comprehends  a  jour- 

Of  horfemen,  hawkis,  and  houndei,  kc.  ^ey  through  England,  and  defcribes  many 

Compare  DanteV  Purgatorio«    c.  x.  curiofities  now  loft.  Seefapr.  vol.i.  p.  114.. 

P»g.  105.  feq.  edit.  Aid.  ,,   ^^^^ 
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**  Near  this  monaftery  ftands  the  moft  famous  royal  palace 
**  of  England;  in  which  is  that  celebrated  chamber,  on 
"  whofe  walls  all  the  warlike  hiftories  of  the  whole  Bible 
*•  arc  painted  with  inexpreffible  (kill,  and  explained  by  a 
"  regular  and  complete  feries  of  texts,  beautifully  written 
"  in  French  over  each  battle,  to  the  no  fmall  admiration  of 
**  the  beholder,  and  the  increafe  of  royal  magnificence  */' 
This  ornament  of  a  royal  palace,  while  it  conveys  a  curious 
hiftory  of  the  arts,  admirably  exemplifies  the  chivalry  and 
the  devotion  of  the  times,  united.  That  part  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  indeed,  which  records  the  Jewifti  wars,  was  al- 
moft  regarded  as  a  book  of  chivalry:  and  their  chief  he- 
roes, Jofhua  and  David,  the  latter  of  whom  killed  a  giant, 
are  often  recited  among  the  champions  of  romance.  In 
France,  the  battles  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  with  the  Philiftines 
and  Aflyrians,  were  wrought  into  a  grand  volume,  under 
the  title  of  "  Plujieurs  Batailles  des  roys  d' Ifrael  en  centre  les 
«  Philiftines  et  Affyriens  \" 


*  This  i»dace  was  confumed  liy  fire  in 
1  apes  but  unmediatdy  rebuilt,  I  Aippofe, 
by  Edward  the  firfl.  Stowe's  London, 
p.  379.  387.  edit.  1599.  So  that  thefe 
paintings  muft  have  been  done  between  the 
years  1299,  and  1322.  It  was  again  de- 
itroyed  by  fire  in  1512,  and  never  af- 
terwards re-edified.  Stowe,  ibid.  p.  389. 
About  the  year  1500,  the  walls  of  the  Vir- 
^n  Mary's  chapel,  built  by  prior  Silkeftede, 
in  the  cathedral  of  Winchefter,  were  ele- 
gandy  painted  with  the  miracles,  and  other 
lories,  of  the  Ntw  Teftament,  in  fmall 
figures ;  many  delicate  traces  of  which  now 
remain. 

Falcandus,  the  old  hiftorian  of  Sicily, 
who  wrote  about  the  year  1 200,  fays,  that 
the  chapel  in  the  royal  palace  at  Palermo, 
had  its  walls  decorated  "  de  lapillulis  qua- 
*<  dris,  partim  aureis,  partim  diverficolori- 
«  bus  veteris  ac  novi  Teftamenti  depidlam 
<<  hiftoriam  continentibus."  Sicil.  Hiftor. 
p.  to.  edit.  Paris,  isco.  4to.  But  this 
was  mofaic  work,  which,  chiefly  by  means 


of  the  Crufades,  was  communicated  to  all 
parts  of  Europe  from  the  Byzantine  Greeks ; 
and  with  which  all  the  churches,  and  other 
public  edifices  at  Con ftantinople,  were  adorn- 
ed. EpisT.  de  CoMPARAT.  Vet.  et  Nor. 
Romae.  p.  122.  Man.  Chryfolor.  See  fupr. 
vol.  i.  p.  354.  Leo  Oltienfis  fays,  that 
one  of  the  abbots  of  Caflino  in  Italy,  in 
the  eleventh  century,  fent  meflengers  to 
Conftantinople,  to  bring  over  artificers  in 
Mosaic,  to  ornament  the  church  of  the 
monaftery,  after  Rome  or  Italy  had  loft  that 
art  for  five  hundred  years.  He  calls  Rome 
magiftra  Latinita^.  Chron.  Caflin.  lib.  iii. 
c.  27.  Compare  Muratori,  Antich.  Ita- 
lian. Tom.  i.  Diff.  xxiv.  p.  279.  Nap. 
17:2.  4to. 

^  MSS.  Reg.  [Brit.  Muf.]  19  D.  7.  fol. 
Among  the  Harleian  manufcripts,  there  is 
an  Arabic  book,  containing  the  Pfalm.*  of 
David,  with  an  additional  pfalm,  on  the 
flaughter  of  the  giant  Goliah.  MSS.  Harl. 
5476.  See  above. 
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With  r^ard  to  the  form  of  Hawcs's  poem,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  Visions,  which  are  fo  common  in  the  poetry  of 
the  middle  ages,  partly  took  thdr  rife  from  Tally's  Som- 
NiuM  ScipioNis.  Had  this  compofition  defccndcd  to  pofte- 
rity  among  Tully'sr  fix  books  de  Republica,  to  the  laft  of 
which  it  originally  belonged,  perhaps  it  would  have  been 
overk>oked  and  neglefted  \  But  being  prefervcd,  and  illuf- 
trated  with  a  prolix  commentary,  by  Macrobius,  it  quickly 
attra£led  the  attention  of  readers,  who  were  fond  of  the 
marvellous,  and  with  whom  Macrobius  was  a  more  ad- 
mired claffic  than  TuUy.  It  was  printed,,  fubjoined  to* 
Tiilly's  Offices,  in  the  infancy  of  the  typographic  art  \ 
It  was  tranflated  into  Greek  by  Maximus  Planudes  "" ;  and  is. 
frequently  quoted  by  Chaucer  ^  Particularly  in  the  Assem- 
bly OF  FouLES^  he  fuppofes  himfelf  to  fall  afleep  after 
reading  the  Somnium  Scipionis^  and  that  Scipio  fliewed 
him  the  beautiful  vifion  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  that  poem  '•. 
Nor  is  it  improbable,  that,  not  only  the  form,  but  the  firft 

'  Six  Uiey  wene  exlMt  aboM  the  year  Bit  Dndoih  os  the  ATiAnoir 

lOCOy  lor  tHey  are  cited  by  Gerbeit.  Epift»  That  whik>m  met  king  Cxpioqk* 

S3.  And  by  Ptrcr  of  Poitoa,  who  dM  ••  ^^            ^     ^                          ^, 

11^7.    See  Barth.  Adverf.  wcxii.  5.  5*.  Noiines  Pr.  Tale,  v.  1238.  Urr. 

Leland  fays,  Aat  Tully  de  Republica  MAcaoBius  that  writith  th'  avisiotc 

was  confumed  by  ire,  among  other  hooks,  j^  AfHcke,  of  the  worthy  Scipion. 
m  the  library  of  William  Selhag*  a  kara- 

ed  abbot  of  iaint  AufKn's  at  Cfanterbury,  Drimb  Ch.  v.  284.     He  mentions  thi&- 

who  died  in  1494.  Script.  CeLLiNOvt*  as  the  moft  wonderful  of  dreams.     Housb 

*  Veocc.  1472.  M.  Apvd.  Vindd.  Spi-  F.  v.  407.  lib.  i.     He  dcfcribes  a  profpeit 
ram.  more  extend ve  and  various  than  that  which. 

*  Lambecckis  mentiom  a  Greek  mana*  Scipio  faw  in  his  dream. 

fcript  of  Julian,  a  cardinal  of  S,  An«Jo,  rj^^  ^^^  j^  j^^^  ^t  point  devife, 

O  ^^0,  r^  XitMi^c.  5.    p.  153.   ^he  ^          ^^  ^rth,  hell,  and  paradife. 

PMroTATioof  FavooiosEloguis,  aCar-  '        '         r 

thj^giniaa  rhetorician,   and  a  diiciple  of  And  in  other  places, 

faint  AufUn,  on  the  Somnium  Scipion  i««.  ...        .      o  •  •    r     .    i.- 

w»  primed  by  G.  Schottu*.  Antw.  1613!  '  "^  "*"^«  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^'"^  ""'  ''^^ 

^^*  Thou  haft  the  fo  wel  borne 

»  AoM.  Rose.  lib.  i.  v.  7,  [fcc]  in  looking  of  mine  olde  bode  al  to  tome. 

An  attdior  that  htght  Macrobc,  Of  which  MiiC&OBiE  raoghtnotalite,  Sec. 
That  kdte  not  djenii  iaife  ne  lefe ; 

idea 
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Idea  of  Dante's  Inferno,  was  fuggefted  by  this  favourite 
apologue ;  which,  in  Chaucer's  words,  treats 

■■  '■    "   Of  heaven,  and  hell. 

And  yearth,  and  fouls,  that  therein  dwell  \ 

Not  to  infift  on  Dante's  fubjeft,  he  ufcs  the  (hade  of  Virgil 
for  a  myftagoguej  as  Tully  fuppofes  Scipio  to  have  (hewn 
the  other  world  to  his  anceftor  Africanus. 

But  Hawes's  capital  performance  is  a  poem  entitled, 
"  The  Passetyme  of  Pleasure,  or  the  Historie  qf 
'^  Graunde  Amoure  and  la  Bal  Pucel  :  contayning  the 
**  knowledge  of  the  fevcn  fciences,  and  the  courfe  of  man's 
"  lyfe  in  this  worlde.  Invented  by  Stephen  Hawes,  groomis 
**  of  kyng  Henry  the  feventh  hys  chambre  */'  It  is  dedicated 
to  the  king,  and  was  finiihed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1506. 

If  the  poems  of  Rowlie  are  not  genuine,  the  Pastime 
OF  Pleasure  is  almoft  the  only  effort  of  imagination  and 
invention  which  had  yet  appeared  in  our  poetry  fince  Chau« 
cer.  This  poem  contains  no  common  touches  of  romantic 
and  allegoric  fi6lion.  The  perfonifications  are  often  happily 
fuftained,  and  indicate  the  writer's  familiarity  with  the  Pro- 
vencial  fchooL  The  model  of  his  verfificatipn  and  phrafeo-* 
logy  is  that  improved  harmony  of  numbers,  and  facility  of 
diction,  with  which  his  predeceflbr  Lydgate  adorned  our 
oftave  ftanza.  But  Hawes  has  added  new  graces  to  Lydgate'$ 
manner.  Antony  Wood,  with  the  zeal  of  a  true  antiquaiy, 
laments,  that  "  fuch  is  the  fate  of  poetry,  that  this  book, 
^*  which  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  feventh  and  eighth  was 

^  Ibid.  V.  32.  Ltwir  mnd  a  7«f>  ^  Me  Thonuts  Feyldt, 

*  IJy  Wynkyn  dc  Wordjs,  in  1517.  4to.  printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,    in  410. 

with  wooden  cots.     A  feccmd  edition  fol«  Princ.  Prol.  '<  Thooghe  laureate  poetes  im 

lowed  in  1554.  By  John  Wayiand,  in  410.  "  old  antiquite.'^     Thisobfcure  raymer  is 

A  thirdy  in  4C0.  by  John  Wsdey,  in  1555.  here  only  mentioned,  as  he  has  an  alloiioQ 

See  a  poem  called  a  Dialogue  bet^ween  a  to  his  cotemporary  Hawes. 

F  f  a  «  taken 
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**  taken  into  the  hands  of  all  ingenious  men,  is  now 
"  thought  but  worthy  of  a  ballad-monger's  ftall!"  The 
truth  is,  fuch  is  the  good  fortune  of  poetry,  and  fuch  the 
improvement  of  tafte,  that  much  better  books  are  become 
fafhionable.  It  muft  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  this 
poem  has  been  unjuftly  neglefled :  and  on  that  account,  an 
apology  will  be  lefs  ncceflary  for  giving  the  reader  a  circum^ 
ftantial  analyfis  of  its  fubftance  and  defign. 

Graunde  Amoure,  the  hero  of  the  poem,  and  who 
fpeaks  in  his  own  perfon  *",  is  reprefented  walking  in  a  deli- 
cious meadow.  Here  he  difcovcrs  a  path  which  condufts 
him  to  a  glorious  image,  both  whofe  hands  are  ftretched  out 
and  pointing  to  two  highways ;  one  of  which  is  the  path  of 
Contemplation,  the  other  of  Active  Life,  leading  to  the 
Tower  of  Beauty.  He  chufes  the  laft-mentioned^  path,  yet 
is  often  tempted  to  turn  afide  into  a  variety  of  bye-paths^ 
which  feemed  more  pleafant :  but  proceeding  direftly  for- 
ward, he  fees  afar  off  another  image,  on  whofe  breaft  is 
written,  "  This  is  the  road  to  the  Tower  of  Doctrine,  he  . 
"  that  would  arrive  there  muft  avoid  floth,  &c/'     The  even-^ 


^  There  is  fomethine  dramatic  in  this 
circumflance.  Raimond  Vidal  de  Befaa- 
din,  a  troubadour  of  Provence,  who  flou- 
ri(hed  about  the. year  1200,  has  given  the 
following  dramatic  fbrm>  to  one  ot  his  cornet 
or  tales.  One  day,  fays  the  troubadour, 
Alphonfusy  king  of  CaftUle^  whofe  court 
was  famous  for  good  cheer,  magnificence, 
loyalty,  valour,  the  pradlice  of  arms  and 
the  management  of  horfes,  held  a  folemn 
aifembly  of  minftrels  and  knights.  When 
the  hall  was  quite  full,  came  his  queen 
Eleanor,  covered  with  a  veil,  and  difguifed' 
in  a  dofe  robe  bordered  with  filver,  a- 
domed  with  the  blaibn  of  a  golden  lion  ; 
who  making  obeyfance,  feated  herfelf  at 
fome  diilanoe  from  the  king.  At  this  in- 
fiant,  a  minftrel  advancing  to  the  king, 
addrefled  him  thus.  **  O  kin^,  emperour 
**  of  valour,  I  come  to  fnpplicate  you  to 
<<  give  me  audience.'*    The  king,  under 


pain  of  difgrace,  ordered  that  no  per(bi%^ 
Ihould  interrupt  the  minftrel  in  what  he 
fhould  fay.     The  mindrel  had   travelled 
from  his  own  country  to  recite  an  adventure 
which  had  happened  to  a  baron  of  Arragon^ . 
not  unknown  to  king  Alphonfus  :  and  he  - 
now  proceeds  to  tell  no  unafFeding  dory 
concerning  a  jealous  hufband.  At  the  clofe, . 
the  minilrel  humbly  requefts  the  king  and 

aueen,  to  baniih  all  jealous  huA>ands  from 
leir  dominions.  The  king  replied,  **  Min- 
**  STREL,  your  talc  is  pleafant  and  gentle, 
**  and  you  (hall  be  rewarded.  But  to  fhew 
*'  you  ilill  fiirther  how  much  you  have 
<<  entertained  me,  I  command  that  hence- 
*'  forth  your  tale  ihall  be  called  Le  J  ALoux 
"  Chatib."  Our  troubadour's  tale  is 
greatly  enlivened  by  thefe  accompaniments, 
and  by  being  dm)wn  into  the  mouth  of  a 
minilrel. 
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mg  being  far  advanced,  he  fits  down  at  the  feet  of  the 
image,  and  falls  into  a  profound  fleep;  when,  towards  the 
morning,  he  is  fuddenly  awakened  by  the  loud  blaft  of  a 
horn.  He  looks  forward  through  a  valley,  and  perceives  a- 
beautiful  lady  on  a  palfrey,  fwift  as  the  wind,  riding  to- 
wards him,  encircled  with  tongues  of  fire  '.  Her  name  was 
Fame,  and  with  her  ran  two  milk-white  greyhounds,  on 
whofe  golden  collars  were  infcribed  in  diamond  Igtters  Grace 
and  Governaunce'^.  Her  palfrey  is  Pegafus ;  and  the  burn- 
ing tongues  denote  her  ofl[ice  of  configning  the  names  oT 


'  In  Shakefpcare,  Rumour  is  painted 
full  of  tongues.  This  was  from  ihc  Pa- 
geants. 

"  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  363.  Greyhounds 
were  andently  almoft  as  great  favourites  as 
hawks.  Our  forefathers  reduced  hunting 
to  a  fcience ;  and  have  left  lar^e  treatifes 
on  this  fpecies  of  diverfion,  which  was  fo 
conneded  with  their  ihite  of  life  and  manners. 
The  moil  curious  one  I  know,  is,  or  was 
lately,  among  the  manufcripls  of  Mr.Far- 
mor,  of  Tufmore  in  Oxfordfhire.  It  is  en- 
titled, '<  Lb  Art  de  Venerie,  le  quel 
"  maiftre  Guillame  Twici  venour  le  ray 
*•  d'Angleierre  ii^  en  fon  temps  per  apran- 
*•  dcK,  autres."  This  mafttr  WilUam  Tivici 
was  grand  huntfman  to  Edward  the  fecond. 
In  the  Cotton  library,  this  book  occurs  ia 
Englifh  under  the  names  of  William  Twety 
and  John  Giffard,  mod  probably  a  tran- 
flation  from  the  French  copy,  with  the  title 
of  a  hook  of  fetierie  dialogue  *wife.  Princ. 
"  Twety  now  will  we  beginnen."  MSS. 
Cotton.  Vespas.  B.  xii.  The  lefs  antient 
trad  on  this  fubjeft,  called  the  Maiftre  of 
the  Game^  written  for  the  inilrudlion  of 
prince  Henry,  afterwards  Henry  the  fifth, 
is  much  more  common.  MSS.  Digb.  182. 
Bibl.  Bodl.  I  believe  the  maiftre  vencur 
has  been  long  aboliihed  in  England :  but 
the  royal  falconer  flill  remains.  ^  The  latter 
was  an  officer  of  high  dignity  in  the  Gre- 
cian court  of  Conimntinople,  at  an  early 
period,  under  the  ftyle  of  irja/loit^xa^i^'. 
Fadiym.  lib.  i.  c.  S.  x.  15.  Codin.  cap.  ii. 
Phrenzes  fays,  that  the  emperor  Andro- 
iiicus  Palsologus  the  younger  kept  more 


than  one  thoufand  and  four  hundred  hawks;^ 
with  almoil  as  many  men  to  take  care  of 
them.  lib.  i.  c.  10. 

About  the  year  750,  Winifrid,  or  Bonl- 
face,  a  native  of  En^and,  and  archbiihop* 
of  Mons,  acquaints  Ethelbald,  a  king  of 
Kent,  that  he  has  fent  him,  one  hawk,  two* 
falcons,  and  two  (hields.     And  Hedilbert, 
a  king  of  the  Mercians,  requefts  the  fame 
archbiihop  Winifrid,,  to  fend  him  two  fal- 
cons which  have  been  trained  to  kill  cranes.  • 
See  Epistol.  Winifrid.  [Bonifac.]  Mo- 
gunt.    1605.  1629.     And  in  Bibl.  Patr. 
torn.  vi.  and  tom.  xiii.  p.  70.     Falconry^ 
or  a  right  to  fport  with  falcons,  is  men- 
tioned To  early  as  the  year  986.  Chart. 
Ottonis  iii.    Imperator.   ann.  986.    apud 
U^hell.  de  Epiicop.  Januenf.     A  charter 
orKenulf,  king  of  the  Mercians,  granted' 
to  the  abbey  of  Abingdon,  and  dated  821,. 
prohibits  all  perfons  carrying  hawks   or 
falcons,  to  trefpafs  on>  the  lands  of  the 
monks.  Dugd.  Monaft.  i.  p.  100.     Julius 
Firmicus,  who  wrote  about  the  year  355, 
is  the  firfl  Latin    author  who   mentions 
hawking,    or   has  even    ufed   the   word. 
Falcx).   Mathef.   lib.  v.   c.  7.  vii.    c.  4. 
Hawking  is  often  mentioned  in  the  capi- 
tularies of  the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries* 
The  grand  fauconnier  of  Forance  was  an  of- 
ficer of  great  eminence.     His  falarv  was 
four  thoufand  florins ;  he  was  attended  bv 
a  retinue  of  fifty  gentlemen  and  fifty  zSa\» 
tant  falconers,  and  allowed  to  keep  three 
hundred  hawks.    He  licenfed  tvtry  vender 
of  falcons  in  France ;  and  received  a  tri- 
bute for  every  bird  that  was  fold  in  that 

kingdbm^. 
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illuftrious  perfonagcs  to  pofterity ;  among  which  (he  men- 
tions a  lady  of  matchlcfs  accomplifhmcnts,  named  La  Bell 
PuCELL,  who  lives  within  a  tower  feated  in  a  delightful 
ifland ;  but  which  lio  perfon  can  enter,  without  furmount- 
ing  many  dangers.  She  then  informs  our  hero,  that  before 
he  engages  in  this  cnterprifc,  he  muft  go  to  the  Tower  of 
Doctrine,  in  which  he  will  fee  the  Seven  Sciences " ;  and 
that  there,  in  the  turret,  or  chamber,  of  Mufic,  he  will 
have  the  firft  fight  of  La  Bell  Pucell.  Fame  departs,  but 
leaves  with  him  her  two  greyhounds.  Graundc  Amourc 
now  arrives  at  the  Tower,  or  rather  caftle,  of  Doctrine, 


idfigdoin,  cren  widiiii  the  verge  of  the 
Qomt.  The  kinf  of  France  ncrer  rode 
out,  on  anj  occaSon,  widiout  this  officer. 
[Seeft^r.  tol.  i.  jp.  i66.] 

An  ingenious  French  writer  infmoates, 
that  the  paffion  for  Hunting,'  whidi  at  this 
day  fobfiits  as  a  farourite  and  taihionable 
ipedes  of  diTerlion  in  die  moft  civilifed 
eountries  of  Enrope,  is  a  ftrong  indidlxon  of 
(mr  gothic  origin,  and  is  one  of  the  fitrage 
habits,  yet  onrefbrmed^  of  our  northern  an- 
'CeUDis.  Periiaps  there  is  too  nrach  renne- 
aient  in  this  remark.  The  pleafures  of  die 
dtace  feem  to  have  been  implanted  br  na- 
tare;  and,  under  due  regulation,  npotr- 
fbed  as  a  matter  of  mere  relaxation  and 
not  of  empfoyment,  are  by  no  means  in- 
compatible with  the  modes  of  poHfhed 
fife. 

'»  The  author  of  theTaEsoa,  a  troo* 
badour,  gives  the  following  accouiK  of  his 
trnn  fyftrai  of  erudition,  which  may  not 
ke  inapplicable  here.  He  means  to  ihew 
ImniiHit  a  profound  and  nniverfal  fdiolar ; 
^md  profeiTes  to  underihmd  die  feven  libe** 
nd  arts,  grammar,  the  Ladn  latiguase,  lo- 
pc,  the  Decretalt  of  Gradan,  mtmc  ac- 
cording to  Boethius  and  Guy  Arcdn,  arith- 
metic, geograpWyJ  aftronomy,  the  ecdc- 
fiatftic  compntadon,  medicine,  pharmacy, 
lomry,  necromancy,  geomancy,  mane, 
dtvmation,  and  mydiofogy,  Ferrer  than 
Ovi  and  Thaks  k  Meutfur :  die  Mftories 
of  Thebes,  Trov,  Rome,  Romidas,  Cefar, 
Fompqr,  Avmiwisp  Nero,  Ve^afian,  H- 
tos,  who  tocSc  jeruialem,  die  Tivehe  Ce^ 


fetn  Jown  to  Confiantine\  the  hiftory  of 
Greece,  and  that  of  Alexander,  who  dying 
diftribnted  hb  acquilitions  among  his  tnxjel've 
peers ;   the  Uflory  of  France,   containing 
the  tnutfafdons  of  Clovis,   converted  by 
faint  Remi;  Charies  Mattel,  who  eftabUJh* 
ed  tenths  \  king  Pepin,  Charleraa|jne  and 
Roland,    and  the  good  king  Louts.     To 
thefe  he  adds,    the  History  of  Eng- 
land, whidi  comprehends  the  arrival  of 
Brutus  in  England,  and  his  conquefl  of  the 
giant  Oorineus,  the  prophcfies  of  Merlin, 
the  redoubted  death  of  Arthur,  the  adven- 
tures of  Gawaine,  and  the  amours  of  Trif- 
tram  and  ^  Ifould.     Amidfl  this  profu* 
fion  of  fabnloos  hiftory,  which  our  author 
feems  to  think  real,  the  hiftory  of  the  Bible 
is  introduced ;  which  he  traces  from  the 
patriarchs  down  to  the  day  of  judgment. 
At  the  clofe  of  the  whole,    he  gives  us 
ibme  more  of  his  fafhionable  accomplifh- 
ments ;  and  fays,  that  he  is  (killed  in  the 
plain  chant,    in  iinging  to  the  lute,    in 
making  canzonetts,  paftorals,  amorous  and 
pleafant  poeiies,  and  in  dan  ring :  that  he 
IS  belovea  by  ecclefiaftics,  knights,  ladies, 
ridzcns,  mmftrels,  fquircs,  &c.     The  au- 
thor of  this  Treasure,  or  cyclopede  of 
fcience,  mentioned  above,  is  Pierre  de  Cor- 
bian,  who  lived  about  the  year  1 200.    Cre- 
fcimbeni  fays,  that  this  Tresor  fvimiftjcd 
materials  of  a  fimilar  compilation  in  Italian 
Tcrie  to  Bennet,  Dante's  mafter ;    and  of. 
nnotiier  in  French  profe.  Butfee  Jul.  Niger, 
Script.  Flor.  p.  1 1  z. 

•    framed 
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framed  of  fine  copper,  and  iituated  on  a  craggy  rock :  it 
fhone  fo  bright,  that  he  could  diftinftly  difcern  the  form 
of  the  building ;  till  at  length,  the  fky  being  covered 
with  cloiids,  he  more  vifibly  perceives  its  w^alls  deco- 
rated with  figures  of  beads  in  gold,  and  its  lofty  turrets 
crowned  with  golden  images*.  He  is  admitted  by  Coun- 
tenance the  portrefs,  who  leads  him  into  a  court,  where 
he  drinks  water  of  a  moft  tranfcendcnt  fragrance,  from  a 
magnificent  fountain,  whence  flow  four  rivers,  clearer  than 
Nilus,  Ganges,  Tigris,  or  Euphrates  **.  He  next  entci's  the 
hall  framed  of  jafper,  its  windows  chryftal,  and  its  roof 
overfprcad  with  a  golden  vine,  whofe  grapes  are  reprefented 
by  rubies  ^ :  the  floor  is  paved  with  beryl,  and  the  walls  hung 
with  rich  tapeflry,  on  which  our  hero's  future  expedition  to 
the  Tower  of  La  Bell  Pucell  was  glorioufly  wrought '.     The 


•  He  hysr  that  the  little  tumts  had, 
for  weathercocks  or  fans,  images  of  gold, 
which,  moving  with  the  wina,  played  a 
tune.    So  Chaucer,  Ch.  Dreame,  v.  75, 

For  cvcrie  yate  [tower]  of  fine  gold 
A  thoufand  fanis,  ale  turning, 
Entunid  had,  and  briddes  finging 
Divers,  and  on  eche  fane  a  paire^ 
With  opin  mouth  againe  the  aire  r 
And  of  a  fute  were  all  the  toures  :— 
And  many  ?L/mall  turret  hie. 

Again,  in  the  caftle  of  pleasaunt  re- 
gard, the  fans  on  the  high  towers  are 
mentioned  as  a  circumflance  of  pleafure 
and  beauty.     Assembl.  Lad.  v.  160. 

The  towris  hie  full  pleafant  fhall  ye  finde. 
With  phanis  frejhe^    turning   fwitb  everie 
luinde. 

And  our  author  again,  ch.  xxxviii. 

Aloft  the  towres  the  golden  fanes  goode 
Dyde  with  the  wynde  make  fua  fweete 

armony 
Them  for  to  heare  it  was  great  melody. 

Our  author  here  paints  from  the  life.  An 
exceilive  agglomeration  of  turrets,  with 
their  fans,  is  one  of  the  chara6tcrtftic 
jnariu  of  the  florid  mode  of  archite&ire^ 


wfticb  was  now  almoin  at  its  he%hth.  6er 
views  of  the  palaces  of  Nanefucb  and  BJkJ^* 
mond. 

p  The  Crufades  made  the  eaftem  riycff^ 
more  famous  among  the  Europeans  4luu> 
any  of  their  own.  Arnaud  Paniel^  a  txm^ 
baidour  of  the  thirteenth  century,  dedam^ 
he  had  rather  plcafe  his  miftreis  than  poflm^ 
air  the  domimons  which  are  waflied  bv  He-- 
bras,  Meander,  and  Tigris.  Hift.  Troub. 
ii.  p.  4^5^  The  compUinent  wotdd  havr 
been  equally  exa^erated,  if  he  bad  alluded 
to  fome  of  the  nvers  of  his  owfi  country. 

^  From  iir  Tohn  Maundeville's  Tra- 
vels. *'  fn  the  hall,  is  a  vine  Aiad?  0^ 
*<  goU^  that  jgoeth  all  ahoute  the  ]i«ll : 
*<  and  it  hath  ouiny  branches  of  grapjeaip. 
«'  fome  are  white,  &c.  All  the  r^^/  are  of 
*'  rubies^  8cc.^'  ch.  !x:rii.  Paolos  Silfan* 
tiaruis,  in  his  delcription  of  the  chorch  oT 
S.  Sophia  at  Conllantinople,  mentions  hch 
an  ornament,  ii.  2^f. 

Pa^mitiius  auricomis  circumcumm$  vitir 
ferpit. 
'  In  the  eleventh  book  of  Boccado'sw 
Tjussid,  after  Arcite  is  dead,  Pakmoa 
builds  a  fuperb  temple  in  honour  of  himi^ 
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marfhall  of  this  caftle  is  ReasoiI,  the  fewer  Observance, 
the  cook  Temperance,  the  high-fteward  Liberality,  &c. 
He  then  explains  to  Doctrine  his  name  and  intended 
adventure;  and  fhe  entertains  him  at  a  folemn  feaft.  He 
vifits  her  feven  daughters,  who  refide  in  the  caftle.  Firft 
he  is  conducted  to  Grammar,  who  delivers  a  learned  ha- 
rangue on  the  utility  of  her  fcience :  next  to  Logic,  who 
difmiffes  him  with  a  grave  exhortation :  then  to  Rhetoric, 
who  crowned  with  laurel,  and  feated  in  a  ftately  chamber, 
flrewed  with  flowers,  and  adorned  with  the  clear  mirrours 
of  fpeculation,  explains  her  five  parts  in  a  laboured  oration. 
Graunde  Amoure  refolves  to  purfue  their  leflbns  with  vigour ; 
and  animates  himfelf,  in  this  difficult  talk,  with  the  ex- 
amples of  Gower,  Chaucer,  and  Lydgate ',  who  are  panegy- 


Sn  which  his  whole  hiftory  Is  painted.  The 
defcripdon  of  this  painting  is  a  recapitula- 
tory aDridgement  of  the  preceding  part  of 
the  poem.  Hawes's  tapeftry  b  Tcu  jndi- 
doufly  placed  in  the  beginning  of  the  piece, 
becaole  it  precludes  expedation  by  fore- 
Sailing  all  the  future  incidents. 

*  He  recites  fome  of  the  pieces  of  the  two 
latter.  Chaucer,  he  fays,  wrote  the  Book 
OP  Fa  MB  CM  hys  own  in^vinciom.  The 
Tragedies  of  the  xix  ladies,  a  tranfla- 
cypn.  The  Canterbury  Tales,  upon 
ijs  jmaginacyon^  fome  of  which  are  v/r- 
iuous^  others  ^Wand  mnry.  The  pytous 
dclour  of  TiLOYLVs  and  Cressida,  and 
many  of  her  hokes. 

Among  Lydc;ate's  works,  he  recites  the 
Life  of  our  Lady.  Saint  Edmund's 
Life.  The  Fall  of  Princes.  The 
three  Reasons. TheCHORLE  and  the 
Bird.  The  Troybook.  Virtue  and 
Vice,  [MSS.  Hari.2251.63.  fol.95.]The 
Temple  of  Glass.  The  Book  of  Gods 
and  Goddesses.  Thislaft,  I  fuppofe,  is 
ThcBANKET  OP  Gods  and  Goddesses. 
The  poem  of  the  Chorle  and  the 
Bird  our  author  calls  a pamfleie.  Lydgate 
himfelf  fays,  that  he  tranflated  this  tale 
from  a  pamjUtt  in  Frenfcht^  ft  5.  It  was 
£ril  printed  by  Caj^ton  in  hit  Chaucer. 
^  Afterwards  by  Wynkyn  dc  Wonie,  before 


1500,  in  quarto.  And,  I  think,  by  Cop- 
land. Aihmole  has  printed  it  under  the 
title  of  Hermes's  Bird,  and  fnppofes  it 
to  have  been  written  originally  by  Ray- 
mund  Lully ;  or  at  leaft  made  Englifti  by 
Cremer,  abbot  of  Weftminfler,  Lully's 
fcholar.  Thbatr.  Chem.  p.  213  467 
A65.  Lydgate,  in  the  laft  ftanza,  again 
(peaks  of  this  piece  as  a  •*  tranjlacyon  cjcte 
•*  of  the  FrenJheV  But  the  fable  on  which 
it  IS  founded,  is  told  by  Petrus  Alphonfus, 
a  writer  of  the  twelfth  century,  in  his  tradi 
Je  Cleric  alt  Difciplina^  never  printed.  See 
fupr.  p.  137. 

Our  author,  in  his  recital  of  Chaucer's 
pieces,  calls  the  Leg  en  de  of  good  Wo- 
men tragidyes.  Antiently  a  ferious  narra- 
tive in  verfe  was  called  a  tragedy.  And  it 
is  obfervable,  that  he  mentions  xix  ladyes 
belonging  to  this  legend.  Only  nine  ap- 
pear at  prefent.  Nineteen  was  the  number 
intendea,  as  we  may  colledl  from  Lydgate*s 
Fall  Pr.  Prol.  and  ibid.  1.  i.  c.  6. 
Compare  Man  of  L.  T.  Prol.  v.  60.  Urr. 
Where  eight  more  ladies  than  arc  in  the 
preient  lepende  are  mentioned.  This  piece 
IS  called  me  legendis  ofix^oodivomeiiy  MSS; 
Fairf.  xvi.  Chaucer  himfelf  fays,  **  I  fawe 
*•  cominge  of  ladyes  Nineteen  in  royall  ha- 
"  bit."  V.  383.  Urr.  Compare  Parf.  T. 
Orr.  p«  214.  col.  I. 
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rifcd  with  great  propriety.  He  is  afterwards  admitted  to 
Arithmetic,  who  wears  a  golden  wede^i  and,  laft  of  all, 
is  led  to  the  Tower  of  Music",  which  was  compofed  of 
cryftal,  in  eager  expeftation  of  obtaining  a  view  of  La  Bell 
Pucell,  according  to  Fame's  prediction.  Music  was  playing 
on  an  organ,  before  a  folemn  affemblyj  in  the  midft  of 
which,  at  length  he  difcovers  La  Bell  Pucell,  is  inftantly 
captivated  with  her  beauty,  and  almoft  as  foon  tells  her  his 
name,  and  difclofes  his  paflion  ".  She  is  more  beautiful  than 
Helen,  Proferpine,  Creflida,  queen  Hyppolita,  Medea,  Dido, 
Polyxena,  Alcmena,  Menalippa,  or  tvcn  fair  Rofamund.  The 
folemnity  being  finiihed,  Music  and  La  Bell  Pucell  go  forth 
into  a  (lately  temple,  whither  they  are  followed  by  our  hero, 
Here  Music  feats  herfelf  amidft  a  concert  of  all  kinds  of  in- 
ftruments*.     She  explains  the  principles  of  harmony.     A 


*  The  walls  of  her  chamber  are  psunted  ^ 
in  gold  with  the  three  fundamental  rales 
of  arithmetic. 

"  In  the  Tresor  of  Pierre  de  Corbian, 
cited  at  large  above,  Mufic,  accordine  to 
Boethius  and  Guy  Aretin,  is  one  of  the 
feven  liberal  fciences.  At  Oxford,  the 
graduates  in  mufic,  which  dill  remains  there 
as  an  academical  fcience,  are  at  this  day 
required  to  (hew  their  proficiency  in  Boe- 
thius DE  Music  A.  In  a  pageant,  at  the 
.  coronation  of  king  Edward  the  fixth.  Mu- 
sic perfonified  appears  among  the  feven 
fciences.  Lcland.  Coll.  Append,  iii.  317. 
edit.  1 770. 

^  In  the  defcription  of  her  perfon,  which 
is  very  ele^nt,  andconfifls  of  three  fianzas, 
there  is  this  circumfiance,  *'  She  gartered 
**  wel  her  hofe."  ch.  xxx.  Chaucer  has 
this  circumflance  in  defcribing  the  ff^i/g  of 
Bat  if.  Prol.  V.  4.58. 

Hire  hofen  weren  of  fine  fcarlet  rede 
¥v\ftraite  yieyeti,  — — 

'  That  is,  tabours,  trumpets,  pipes, 
fackbuts,  organs,  recorders,  harps,  lutes, 
croudiUt  tymfhans^  [1.  fymphans]  dulcimers, 
daricimhales^  rebeckes,  clarycbordes.  ch. 
xvi.    At  the  marriage  of  James  of  Scot- 

Vol.  II.  G 


Tand  with  the  princefs  Margaret,  in  the  year 
1503,  "  the  king  began  before  hyr  to  play 
"  of  the  clary cbordes  and  after  of  the  lute. 
"  And  uppon  the  faid  clary ebwde  fir  Ed- 
«  ward  Stanley  played  a  ballade  and  fange 
'*  therewith."  Again,  the  king  and  queen 
being  together,  **  after  (he  played  upon  the 
**  clary cborde  and  after  of  the  /«//,  he  bc- 
**  inge  uppon  his  knee  allwaies  bare* 
<<  headed."  Leland.  Coll.  Append,  iii. 
p.  284.  285.  edit.  1770.  In  Lydgate'i 
poem,  entitled  Reson  and  Sensual« 
II te,  comfyUd  by  Jobn  Lydgate^  various 
infb-uments  and  forts  of  mufic  are  recited. 
MSS.  Fairfax,  xvi.  Bibl.  Bodl.  [Pr.  "  To 
**  all  folkys  virtuous."]  •'  Hert  reher/ytb 
**  tbe  auclor  the  M  Y N s T R  a L C T s  / /-«/  were 
"  intbe  gardyn'' 


Of  al  maner  mvnftralcye 
That  any  man  kan  fpecifye  ! 
Ffor  there  were  rotys  of  Almayne, 
And  eke  of  Arragon  and  Spayne : 
Songes,  fiampes,  and  eke  daunces^ 
Divers  plcnteof  plcfaunces ; 
And  many  unkouth  notys  newe 
Of  fwichc  folke  as  lovid  (rewe ; 
And  inflrumentys  that  dyd  excelle. 
Many  moo  than  1  kan  telle : 

Harpy.s 
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dance  is  plaid  ^,    and  Graunde  Amoure  dances  with  La  BelE 
PucelL     He  retires,   deeply  in  lovef    He  is  met  by  Coun- 
SELL,  wha  confoles  and  conducts  him  to  his  repofe  in  a 
ftately  chamber  of  the  caftle.     In  the  morning,  Counsell 
and  our  hero   both  together  vifit  La  Bell  Pucell.     At  the 
gate  of  the  garden  of  the  caftle  they  are  informed  by  the: 
portrefs  Curtesy,  diat  the  lady  wds  fitting  alone  in  an  ar- 
bour, weaving  a  garland  of  various  flowers.    The  garden  is- 
defcribed  as  very  delicious,   and  they  find  the  lady  in  the 
arbour  near  a  ftately   fountain,   among   the  fmres   of  aro- 
tnatyke  fume.      After   a    long  dialogue,  in  which  for  fome 
time  ftie  feems  to  rejeft  his  fuit,  at  laft  ftie  refigns  her  heart  > 
but  withal  acquaints  her  lover,  that  he  has  many  monfters 
to  encounter,  and  many  dangers  to  conquer,  before  he  can- 
obtain  her.     He  replies,   that  he  is  well  acquainted  with 
thcfe  difficulties;  and  declares,  that,  after  having  received 
inftru6tions  from  Astronomy,  be  will  go  to  the  Tower  of 
Chivalry,  in  order  to  be  more  completely  qualified  to  fuc- 
cced  in  this  hazai-dous  cnterprife.     They  take  leave  with 
tears;  and  the  lady  is  received  into  a  ftiip,  which  is  to  carry 
her  into  the  iftand  where  her  Towfcr  ilood.    Counsell  con- 
foles Amoure  %  and  leaves  him  to  attend  other  defponding. 


Kamys,  fytlales»  and  eke  n>ty»»  **  they  plaid  a  rowDde,  the  which  ^n» 
Wril  according  with  her  notys,  *^  daonced  by  the  lorde  Grey  ledyinfi;e  the 
Lotyfty  ribiblesy  and  getemes,  **^  faid  qoeene. — After  the  dinner  mom- 
More  for  eRatys  than  uvemes ;  **  tynent  the  mynflrtUes  of  tbt  chawmtr 
Orgoys,  cytolis^monacordys.—  «*  [chamber]   began    to    play   and    then* 
Ttot  were  trampes,  and  trompettes,  ^  daunced  the  qoene,  Src."    Leland,  Ar- 
Lowde  ihallysy  and  doucettes.  fend,  ubi  fupr.  p.  284.  ieo. 
Here  giurne^  is  a  guittar^  which,  with  '  Counsels  mentions  ttie  examples  oF 
(jtoUs^  has  its  origin  in  citbara.     FytbmUs  TroDus  and  Creifida,  and  of  Ponthos  and 
is  fddlei^     Sballysj   I  betievie,    ihould  be  Sidonia.     Of  the  latter  faichfol  pair,  there 
jMmies,   or  Jhmwms^     Orguys  is  organs.  is  an-  old  French  romance,  '<  Le  Romaa 
int  f«pr.  vol.  i.  p.  429.  and  61.     By  <'  da  noble  roy  Poiftol' fils  do  roy  de  Gal- 
tjlatjsht  means  Jtafij, or  folemn aflemblies.  **  lice  et  de  la  belle  Sidoine  £lle  du  roy  de 
y  Mofic  commands  her  mynflnlUs  to  play  **  Bretagne."    Without  dale,  m  bl.  letter. 
the  dance,  which  was  called  Mamours  tbe  4to.    It  u  in  the  royal  library  at  Qhis,  MS. 
/wete.    So  at  the  royal  marriage  juft  men-  toL    See  Lengl.  l^bl.  Rom.  ii.  t^^Ot,    And 
tioned,  <*  The  mynjlrelles  begonne  to  play  among  the  kind's  manafcripts  in  the  3ritifh 
**  a  baCf  daiice»  kc    After  Ait  done,  mtfeam  there  is»  ^-Le  Livre  lu  roy  Pon- 

J  .«i      '*  thus." 
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lovers.  Our  hero  bids  adieu  in  pathetic  terms  to  the  Tower 
of  Mixsic,  where  he  firft  faw  Pucell.  Next  he  proceeds  to 
the  Tower  of  Geometry,  which  is  wonderfully  built  and 
adorned.  From  thence  he  feeks  Astronomy,  who  reiides  in 
a  gorgeous  pavilion  pitohed  in  a  fragrant  and  flowery  raea- 
<low :  fhe  delivers  a  prolix  lecture  oij  the  feveral  operations 
^of  the  mind,  and  parts  of  the .  b.ad^*t  He  then,  accom- 
panied with  bis  greyhounds,  enters  an'^extenfive  plain  over- 
fpread  with  flowers;  and  looking  forward,  fees  a  flaming, 
ftar  over  a  tov^^pr.  Going  forward,  he  perceives  that  this 
tower  fl:ands  on  a  rough,  precipice  of  fl:eel,  decorated  with 
beafts  of  various  figures.  As  he  advances  towards  it,  he 
comes  to  a  mighty  fortrefs,  at  the  gate  of  which  were  hang- 
ing a  ihield  and  helmet,  with  a  marvellous  horn.  He  blows 
the  horn  with  a  blaft  that  fhook  the  tower,  when  a  knight 
appears;  who,  afldng  his  bufmefs,  is  anfwered,  that  his 
name  is  Graunde  Amoure,  and  that  he  was  juft  arrived 
from  the  tower  of  Doctrine.  He  is  welcomed  by  the 
knight,  and  admitted.  This  is  the  caftle  of  Chivalry. 
The  next  morning  be  is  conduced  by  the  porter  Stedfast- 
NESS  into  the  bafe  court,  where  fl:ood  a  tower  of  prodigious 
height,  made  of  jafper :  on  its  fummit  were  four  images  of 
armed  knights  on  horfes  of  fteel,  which,  on  moving  a  fecret 
fpring,  could  reprefent  a  turney.  Near  this  tower  was  an 
antient  temple  of  Mars :  within  it  was  his  fl:atue,  or  pic- 
ture, of  gold,  with  the  figure  of  Fortune  on  her  wheel; 
and  the  walls  were  painted  with  the  fiege  of  Troy^    He 

*«  thus."     15  E.  vi.  (.     I  tkink  there  are  **  tayne."    With  wooden  ctxCi.  ijii.  4to. 

feme  elegant  flMRiatures  in  this  maniifcript.  *  In  a  wooden  cut  Ptolomy  the  aftrono- 

Oar  author  caBt  kim  **  the  famous  knyght  nier  is  here  introduced^  with  a  quadrant : 

«<  yclypped  PoRthua,    whych    loved    §y«  and  Plato,  the  conjn^e  mid  famous  clerh^ 

««  donye."  ch.  xvi.     King  Pontuus  is  is  dted. 

aiaoDg  the  copies  of  lames  Roberts,    a  ^  This  wsis  a  common  fubjeA  of  tapefby, 

Biiniar  in  the  reign  or  queen  Eliiabeth,  as  I  havQ  before  obfervcd  :  but  as  .it  was 

AmeSt  p.  342.   I  believe  it  was  iirft  printed  the  mod  favourite  martial  fubjeft  of  the 

by  Wynkyn  da  Worde,  **  The  hyftory  of  dark  ages,  is  here  introduced  with  peculiar 

^*  PouAnds  and  6tfyce>  and  of  lytel  &ry-  propriety.      Chaucer,   from    the  general 

G  g  a                                             popularity 
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fupplicates  Mars,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  fubdue  the 
monfters  which  obftru6l  his  paflage  to  the  Tower  of  Pucell. 
Mars  promifes  him  affiftance;  but  advifes  him  firft  to  in- 
voke Venus  in  her  temple.  Fortune  reproves  Mars  for  pre- 
suming to  promife  affiftance ;  and  declares,  that  all  human 
glory  is  in  the  power  of  herfelf  alone.  Amoure  is  thea 
led  '  by  Minerva  to  king  Melyzus  \  the  inventor  of  tilts  and 
tournaments,  who  dubs  him  a  knight.  He  leaves  the  caftle 
of  Chivalry,  and  on  the  road  meets  a  perfon,  habited  like 
a  Fool,  named  Godfrey  Gobilive  %  who  enters  into  a  long  dif- 
courfe  on  the  falfehood  of  women '.     They  both  go  together 


popalarity  of  the  dory,  has  made  it  a  Tub- 
jea  for  painted  glafs.  Dremb  Chauc. 
V.  322.  p.  406.  Urr.  col.  i. 

—    —    and  with  glas 
Were  al  the  windowes  wel  yglafed 
Fal  dere,  and  nat  an  hole  ycrafedy 
That  to  beholde  it  was  grete  joy  ; 
For  wholly  all  the  Jlory  e/ Tr^j 
Was  in  the  glatfinge  y wrought  thus. 
Of  He£ior,  and  king  Priamus, 
Achilles,  &c. 

In  our  author's  defcription  of  the  palace  of 
Pucell,  **  there  was  enameled  with  figures 
••  curious  the  fye^e  of  Troy,"  cap.  xxxviii. 
Sign.  A.  iii.  edit.  15^5-  The  arras  was 
^  /y^i*  ^f  ^^flffS'  ibid.  In  the  temple 
of  Mars  was  alfo  "  the  (t^  of  Thebes  de- 
**  paynted  fayre  and  dcrc"  on  the  walls. 
cap.  xxvii.  Sign.  Q^iii.  [See  fupr.  p.  216.] 

<  Through  the  fumptuous  hall  of  the 
caftle,  which  is  painted  with  the  Siege  of 
Tbebetf  and  where  many  knights  are  play- 
ing at  chefs. 

•*  A  fabulous  king  of  Thrace,  who,  I 
think, is  mentioned  in  Caxton's  Recuyal 
OF  THE  Hystorybs  OP  Troy,  now  juft 
printed ;  that  is,  in  the  year  1 47 1 .  Our 
author  appeals  to  this  romance,  which  he 
calls  the  RecuU  of  Troye,  as  an  authentic 
voucher  for  the  truth  of  the  labours  of  Her- 
cules, ch.  i.  By  the  way,  Boccacio's  Ge- 
HEALOCY  OP  THE  GoDS  is  quotcd in  this 
romance  of  Troy,  B.  ii.  ch.  xix. 


*  His  &ther  is  Daify  Drunken  nole. 
Who  never  dranke  but  in  a  fayre  Hade 
Souie, 
Here  he  feems  to  allude  to  Lydgate's  poem, 
called  Of  Jack  IVat  that  could  pull  the  lining 
out  of  a  black  bolh  MS.  Aihmol.  Oxon.  59. 
ii.  MSS.  Harl.  zi%\,  12.  fol.  14.  One 
Jack  Hare  is  the  fame  fort  of  ludicrous 
chara6ler,  who  is  thus  defcribcd  in  Lyd- 
gate's  Tale  of  fro^ard  Maymonde.  MSS. 
Laud.  D.  3i.Bibl.  Bodl. 

A  froward  knave  pleynly  to  defcryve. 

And  a  flogeard  ihortely  to  declare, 

A  precious  knave  that  caflith  hym  never  to 

thryve. 
His  mouth  weel  weet,  his  flevis  riht  thred- 

bare; 
A  turnebroche,  [tum-fpit]  a  boy  for  hoggc 

of  ware. 
With  louring  face  noddyng  and  flumberyng^ 
Of  new  cirftene^,  and  called  Jakke  Hare, 
Whiche  of  a  boll  can  plnkke  out  tbe  lynyng^ 

Thefe  two  pieces  of  Lydgate  appear  to  be 
the  fame. 

'  He  relates,  how  Arillotle,  for  all  bis 
clergy^  was  fo  infatuated  with  love,  that 
he  mffered  the  lady,  who  only  laughed  at 
his  paffion,  to  bridle  and  ride  him  about 
hb  chamber.  This  flory  is  in  Gower, 
CoKF,  Amant.  lib.  viii.  fol.  clxxxix.  b« 
edit,  ut  fupr.    [See  fupr.  p.  25.] 

I  &w  there  Ariftote  alfo 

Whom  that  the  quene  of  Grece  alfo 

Hath  hrideled,  &c. 

Theft 
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into  the  temple  of  Venus,  who  was  now  holding  a  folemn 
affembly,  or  court,  for  the  redrefs  of  lovers.  Here  he 
meets  with  Sapience,  who  draws  up  a  fupplication  for  him, 
which  he  prefents  to  Venus.  Venus,  after  having  exhorted 
him  to  be  conftant,  writes  a  letter  to  Pucell,  which  (he 
fends  by  Cupid.  After  offering  a  turtle,  he  departs  with 
Godfrey  Gobilive,  who  is-  overtaken  by  a  lady  on  a  palfrey, 
with  a  knotted  whip  in  her  hand,  which  fhe  frequently  ex- 
ercifes  on  Godfrey*.  Amoure  afks  her  name,  which,  fhe 
anfwers,  is  Correction  ;  that  fhe  lived  in  the  Tower  of 
Chastity,  and  that  he  who  afTumed  the  name  of  Godfrey 
Gobilive  was  False  Report,  who  had  jufl  efcaped  from 
her  prifon,  and  difguifed  himfelf  in  a  fool's  coat.  She  in- 
vites Amoure  to  her  Tower,  where  they  are  admitted  by 
Dame  Measure  ;  and  led  into  a  hall  with  a  golden  roof,  in 
the  midft  of  which  was  a  carbuncle  of  a  prodigious  fize, 
which  illuminated  the  room  ^.    They  are  next  introduced  to 


Then  follows  a  long  and  ridiculous  (lory 
about  Virgil,  not  the  poet,  but  a  necro- 
mancer framed  in  the  dark  ages,  who  is 
deceived  by  the  tricks  of  a  lady  at  the  court 
of  Rome;  on  whom,  however,  her  para- 
mour takes  ample  revenge  by  means  of  his 
(kill  in  mufic.  ch.  xxix.  I  have  mentioned 
this  Virgil,  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  407.  See  alfo, 
fupr.  p.  2?.  Where  I  have  falfely  fuppofcd 
him  to  he  the  poet.  This  fiftion  is  alfo 
alluded  to  by  Gower,  and  added  to  that  of 
Ariftotle's,  among  his  examples  of  the 
power  of  love  over  the  wifell  men.  ubi  fupr. 
And  eke  Virgile  of  acqueintance 
I  figh  [faw]  where  he  the  maiden  praid 
Which  was  the  daughter,  as  nwn  faid, 
Of  themperour  whilom  of  Rome. 
There  is  an  old  book,  printed  in  1510, 
entitled,  •*Virgilius.  This  bokc  treat- 
*•  eth  of  the  lyfc  of  Virgilius,  and  of  his 
"  deth,  and  many  marvayles  that  he  did 
"  in  his  lyfetyme  by  whitchcraft  and  ni- 
"  gratnanfy,  thorouhg  the  help  of  the  de- 
«•  vylls  of  hell."  Coloph.  "  Thus  endeth 
"  the  lyfe  of  Virgilius  with  many  dyvers 
**  confaytcs  that  he  dyd.    Emfrynttd  in  tbt 


**  eytie  of  Ande^warpe  By  me  John  DaeJ^ 
**  lorchty  diKeUyng  at  tbt  Camer  Porii,** 
With  cuts,  odlavo.  It  was  in  Mr.  Well's 
library.  yirgiPs  Life  is  mentioned  by 
Laneham  among  other  romantic  pieces^ 
Kiiliniv.  Cafle.  p.  34.  edit.  1575.  12**. 
This  fictitious  perfonage,  however,  feems' 
to  be  formed  on  the  eenuine  Virgil,  becaufc^ 
from  the  fubjedl  of  nis  eighth  Eclogue,  he 
was  fuppoied  to  be  an  adept  in  the  myileriet 
of  magic  and  incantation. 

s  In  another  place  he  is  called  Folly^ 
and  faid  to  ride  on  a  mare.  When  chivalrv 
was  at  its  heighth  in  France,  it  was  a  dil- 
grace  to  any  per(bn,  not  below  the  degree 
of  a  gentleman,  to  ride  a  mare, 

*»  From  Chaucer,  Rom.  Rose,  v.  1120. 
Urr.  p.  223.  a.      Rich  esse   is  crowned, 
with  the  cofllieil  gems. 

But  all  before  full  fiibtilty 
A  fine  carboncle  fel  fawc  I» 
The  (lone  fo  cleare  was  and  bright* 
That  al  ib  fone  as  it  was  night. 
Men  mightin  fene  to  go  for  nede 
A  mile  or  two  in  length  and  bredr.. 
Such  light  yfprange  out  of  that  ilone. 

But- 
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a  fair  chamber;  where  they  arc  welcomed  by  many  famous' 
women  of  antiquity,  Helen,  quene  Proferpine,  the  laJy  Me- 
Jufi^  Pentbefilea,  &c.  The  next  morning.  Correction 
ihews  o»r  hero  a  marvellous  dungeon^  of  which  Skamfast- 
NissE.  is  the  keeper;  and  here  False  Report  is  feverely 
punifhed.  He  now  continues  his  expedition,  and  near  a 
fountain  obferves  a  fhield  and  a  horn  hanging.  On  the  ihield 
was  a  Hon  rampant  of  gokl  in  a  filver  field,  with  an  infcrip- 
tion,  importing,  that*. this  wm  the  way  to  La  Bell  Pucell's 
habitation^  and  that  whoever  bk>ws  the  horn  will  be  af- 
l&ulted  by  a  moft  formidable  ffznt.  He  founds  the  homi 
when  inftantly  the  giant  appeared,  twelve  feet  high,  arme4 
in  brafs,  with  three  heads,  on  each  of  which  was  a  ftreamer, 
with  the  infcriptions  Falf€bo$dy  Imaginationy  Perjury.  After 
an  obKinate  combal:^  be  cuts  off  the  giant's  three  heads  with 
his  fword  Claraprwknce.  He  next  meets  three  fair  ladies. 
Vanity,  Good-operation,  Fidelity.  They  conduft  him  to 
their  caftle  with  mufic  ;  where,  being  admitted  by  the  portrefs 
Observance,  he  is  healed  of  his  wounds  by  them.  He 
proceeds  and  meets  Perseverance,  who  acquaints  him» 
that  Pucell  continued  ftill  to  love :  that,  after  (he  had  read 
Venus's  letter.  Strangeness  and  Disdain  came  to  her,  to 
•difluade  her  from  loving  him ;  but  that  foon  after,  Peace 
and  Mercy  *  arrived,  who  fopn  undid  all  that  Disdain  and 
Strangeness  had  faid,  advifing  her  to  fend  Perseverance 


Sot  this  is  not  moMunon  in  romancey  and      '^  the  hall,  the  which  was  vtiy  great  and 
isan  AraUan  idea.  See  fapr.  vd.  i.  p.  378.       ''  wide,  and  upon  the  walls  were  painted 


tn  the  Hifimy  of  the  Sbtbh  Champions,  '^  the  figures  ot  many  farious  fiends,  &c." 

a  book  compiled  in  the  reign  of  Tames  the  Sac.   P.  ch.  ix.      And  in  Maiuideville*s 

££&  Hy  one  Richard  Johofon,  and  contain-  TaATELLs,  *'  The  emperour  hath  in  his 

ing  fome  of  the  moft  capiul  fidions  •f  the  <'  chamber  a  piUar  of  gold,  in  which  is  a 

old  Arabian  romance,  in  the  adventure  of  *'  mby  and  carbuncle  a  foot  long,  which 

the  Enchantbd  Fountain,  the kniehts  **  lighteth  all  his  chamber  by  night,  &c/* 

entering  a  dark  hall,   '*  tooke  off  their  ch.  Ixxii. 

-**  gauntletts  from  their  left  hands  who^eon  '  MsacY  is  no  unconunon  divinity  in 

-**  tney  wore  mar<veUous  greai  and  fim  dtS'  the  love-fyfton  of  the  troubadours.     See 

*'  monJfj  that  gave  fb  much  lights  that  they  M.  Milfot's  Hist.  Litt.  des  TaouB  ad. 

^<  might  flainlj /en  all  things  that  were  in  tom«i.  p«  g9i.  Par.  1774. 

-     to 
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to  him  with  a  fhield.  Thit  fkklA  Perseverance  now  pre- 
fents,  and  invites  him  to  repoft  that  night  with  her  coufin 
Comfort,  who  lived  in  a  moated  manor-place  tinder  the 
fide  of  a  neighbouring  wood".    Here  he  is  ufhercd  into  a 


^  Tkere  m  a  defiajpdM  of  a  magnificent 
mamr^piaei^  carious  for  it»  antiqitityy  in 
an  old  Doem,  written  before  the  year  1 300, 
tntitlea  a  Difputmion  fyiwene  a  Cryfttn 
nuin  ami  a  Jmjoe^  perhaps  tranflated  horn. 
the  French,  MS.  Vernon,  fbl.  |oi.  at  fupr. 
{See  Carpentier's  Sapph  dn  Cange»  Lat. 
Gloif.  v.  RADiHEaE.j  , j 

.  Forth  heo  (a)  wenten  on  the  field  . 
To  an  hoi  [h)  thei  bi  held, 
•  '*^h»  eorthe  devet  (r)  as  a  fcheld  C^),. 
1^ •      -.   On  the  grownde  grene  : 
Some  fonde  £ei  on  {/)  ftih, 
*    Thei  went  theron(/>radly; 
The  criftcn  mon  hedde  (^)  ftrly 

What  hit  mihte  mene. 
Aftir  that  ftis  lay  a  fbete» 
Clere  i  pavet  with  {Jj)  gete, 
Thei  fond  a  Maner  ^at  was  mete 

With  murthes  ful  ichene  ; 
Wei  corven  and  wroht 
With  hallesheixeanpon  (/)  foft, 
To  a|shce  weore  Uiei  brooht 
As  pa^adys  the  {k)  dene* 

Ther  was  itmlen  (/)  (bng. 
Much,  murthes  among, 
Hofe  lenge  wolde  longe 

Fful  luitell  inrm  axooht  t 
On  vche  »  fyde  of  the  halle, 
.    PoorpelU  pelure,  and  (m)  palle; 
Wyndowes  in  the  walle 

Was^wonderli-  («)  i  wroidit : 


Tliere  was  (0)  dofert  on  the  (/)  dees^ 
Hofe  the  chcdt  wolde  (^)  die» 
That  never  richcre  was. 

In  no  (ilk  (r)  iboht : 
Both  the  mot  and  "dM  mold 
Schone  al  on  red  golde 
Tie  criftenemonha£k  ferli  of  that  (i)lbUfc^ 
That  hider  was  hroozt. 

Therwaa«rbes*^«wen  grene. 
Spices  ipringyoge  bi  twenty 
Sudi  hadde  I  not  itne» 

Ffbr  fothe  as  I  fi^ : 
The  thruftell  (r)  ibn^  full  frfiille^ 
He  newed  notes  at  ms  wdlle ; 
Ffaire  fflowers  to  i^t^ 

Ffinein  thatfiay : 

And  al  j3ie  roande  table  good, 
Hou  Arthur  in  eorthe  (W)  nod. 
Sum  (ate  and  fum  (lod, 

O  the  groande  grey : 
Hit  was  a  wonder  (iht 
As  thei  wer  quik  men  (<iv)  diht 

To  fco  hou  they  (x)  play. 

Together  with  (bme  of  his  exjireffioifSi  E- 
do  not  always  underhand  this  writer's  con- 
text and  tranfitionsy  which  have  great 
abrapthefs.  In  what  "he  fays  ^  king  Ar- 
thur, I  fuppofe  he  means,  that  king  Ar- 
thur's round  table,  and  his  knights  tumey* 
ing,  weie  painted  on  the  walls  of  the  halll 


(^)They, 


(i)  BilL  (f )  CleavW.  (i)  Shield.  {e)  Road.    Way.     Caverft  afcf  nt. 


\f)  Rtadtly.  Eafily.     (x)  Was  ▼ery  attentive.  Hffifci.         (*)  Pt?ed  wifh^yirf»  i.r.  fiiod,  or  sravel. 
(i)  With  hails  built  high.  (It)  Bright,  or  plcaiant,  as  Paradife.  (/)  Fo«vls,  bivds.         (m)  Tht 

fuefts  fate  on  eadv  fide  of  thehali,  doathcd  ia  purple,  furs,  or  ermine,  and  rich  robes,.  (n)  Won- 

derfully wrought.  («)  "Dtffer  -s  a  bafket  carried  00  the  back.     Lat.  Dorfarium,     Chaucer*s  H.  F.  iii. 

^150.    '*  Or  elfe  hutchk  or  Doffcm,^*    We  mufi  here  uaderlhnd  ProTifions.  (jt)»Deis  is  here  th« 

tabic.        (^)  Whoever  would  chnfe  the  bed.         Cr)  Hall.    Lat.  Sala.  (i)'Hoiire.  Q)  ThruOi. 

(tf)  Tm/,  went.    Wa&ed  m  earth.  (w)  As  ii  Ihey  were  living  men.  (x)  Toiee  their  fports, 

tournaments,  &c. 

*  An  Herbary,  for  fumlftiing  domeftic  medicines,  always  made  a  part  of  our  antient  gardens,  tit 
Hawes  s  poem,  now  before  us,  in  the  delicious  g<trdul  of  the  caftle  of  Mudc,  **  Amiddcs  the  garden 
**  there  was  an  berber  fayre  and  qtiadrante."  ch.  xvliu  In  the  OloiTary  to  Chancer,  Erben  is  sfbfurdly 
interpreted .^^MTf.  Non.  Pa.  T.  v.  xo8i.  "  Or  ^7^  ive  growingiaou^/r^^ii."  Chaucer  is  here 
euumersUJog  variooi  medical  herbs,  ufoally  planied  b  efbiris,  or  herbaries.. 

chamber 
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chamber  precious^  perfumed  with  the  richeft  odours.  Next 
mornings  guided  by  Perseverance  and  Comfort,  he  goes 
forward,  and  fees  a  caftle,  nobly  fortified,  and  walled  with 
jet.  Before  it  was  a  giant  with  (tvtn  heads,  and  upon  the 
trees  about  him  were  hanging  many  fhields  of  knights, 
whom  he  had  conquered.  On  his  feven  heads  were  kvtn 
helmets  crowned  with  feven  dreamers,  on  which  were  in- 
fcribed  DiJJimulation^  Delayy  Difcomfort^  Variance^  Envy,  De- 
tradiioHy  Doublenejs.  After  a  bloody  battle,  he  kills  the  giant, 
^and  is  faluted  by  the  five  ladies  Stedfastness,  Amorous  Pur- 
veyance, Joy  after  Sorrow,  Pleasaunce,  Good  Report, 
Amitie,  Continuance,  all  riding  from  the  caftle  on  white  pal- 
fries.  Thefe  ladies  inform  Amoure,  that  they  had  been  exiled 
from  La  BellPucell  by  Disdaine,  and  befieged  in  this  caftle, 
for  one  whole  year,  by  the  giant  whom  he  had  juft  flain.  They 
attend  him  on  his  journey,  and  travel  through  a  dreary 
wildernefs,  full  of  wild  beafts  :  at  length  they  difcern,  at  a 
vaft  diftance,  a  glorious  region,  where  ftood  a  ftately  palace 
beyond  a  tempeftuous  ocean.  *'  That,  fays  Perseverance, 
**  is  the  palace  of  Pucelle."  They  then  difcover,  in  the 
ifland  before  them,  an  horrible  fiend,  roaring  like  thunder, 
and  breathing  flame,  which  my  author  ftrongly  paints, 

The  fyre  was  greet,  it  made  the  ylande  lyght. 

Perseverance  tells  our  hero,  that  this  monfter  was  framed 
by  the  two  witches  Strangeness  and  Disdaine,  to  punifli 
La  Bell  Pucell  for  having  baniflied  them  from  her  prefence. 
His  body  was  compofed  of  the  feven  metals,  and  within  it 
a  demon  was  inclofed.  They  now  enter '  a  neighbouring 
temple'  of  Pallas  j  who  ftiews  Amoure,  in  a  trance,  the 
fecret  formation  of  this  monfter,  and  gives  him  a  box  of 
vs^onderful  ointment.  They  walk  on  the  fea-fhore,  and  efpy 
two  ladies  rowing  towards  them ;  who  land,  and  having 
told  Amoure  that  they  are  fent  by  Patience  to  enquire  his 

name. 
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name,  receive  him  and  his  company  into  the  Ihip  Perfect* 
NESS.  They  arrive  in  the  ifland ;  and  Amoure  difcovers  the 
monfter  near  a  rock,  vtrhom  he  now  examines  more  diftinft^r 
ly^  The  face  of  the  monfter  refembled  a  virgin's,  and  was 
aof  gold }  his  neck  of  filver ;  his  breaft  of  fteel  j  his  fore-- 
legs,  armed  with  ftrong  talons,  of  laten  j  his  back  of  copper ; 
Jhis  tail  of  lead,  &c.  Amoure,  in  imitation  of  Jafon,  anoints 
his  fword  and  armour  with  the  unguent  of  Pallas  5  which, 
:  at  the  firft  onfet,  preferves  him  from  the  voluminous  tor- 
kent  of  fire  and  fmoke  ilTuing  from  the  moniler's  mouth; 
*At  length  he  is  killed ;  and  from  his  body  flew  out  a  fouU 
etbiope^  or  black  fpirit,  accompanied  with  fuch  a  fmoke  that 
^U  the  ifland  was  darkened,  and  loud  thunder-claps  enfued. 
,Whcn  this  fpirit  was  entirely  vanifhed,  the  air  grew  ferene ; 
and  our  hero  now  plainly  beheld  the  magnificent  caflle  of  La 
Pucell^  walled  with  filver,  and  many  n  Jlory  upon  the  wall 
'^enofHeled  royally  \  He  rejoins  his  company  j  and  entering  the 
^tc  of  the  caftle,  is  folemnly  received  by  Peace,  Mercy, 
^Justice,  Reason,  Grace,  and  Memory.  He  is  then  led 
iy  the  portrefs  Countenaunce  into,  the  bafe  court ;  where, 
-into  a  conduit  of  gold,  dragons  fpouted  water  of  the  richeft 
odour.  The  gravel  of  the  court  is  like  gold,  and  the  halt 
and  chambers  are  moft  fuperbly  decorated.  Amoure  and  La 
Pucell  fit  down  and  converfe  together.  Venus  intervenes, 
attended  by  Cupid  cloathed  in  a  blue  mantle  embroidered 
with  golden  hearts  pierced  with  arrows,,  which  he  throws 

'Scefopr.p.  2i7.andvol.  i.p.  114. 303.  I599»    **  The  great  bell-tower,  [of  tht 

^  know  not  m)m  what  romantic  hiftory  of  ^  prioryof  S,  John  in  Clerkenwell,} a  moft 

^the  crufades,  Richard  Johnfon  took  ihe  de-  '^  curious  piece  of  workmanlhippe,  graven* 

<rcription  of  theibtely  Yio^tolxkiz  courteous  "  guilt,  apd  iftameUd^  to  the  great  beao- 

Ji'w  at  Daxnafcus^  built  for  entertaining  **  tifying  of  the  citie,    and  paflinge  all 

.chriftian  pilgrims, in  which  *•  the  avails  were  "  other  that  I  have  fcene,  &c."    Sq  again 

'''  painted  with  as  mzny  ftories  as  there  were  cor  author,  Hawes,  ch.  ii. 
"  years  fince  the  creation  of  the  world," 

Sbc.  p.  ch.  iv.     The  word  enameled^  in  the  _— .  The  toure  doth  ftande 

tKXX^  is  probably  ufed  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  Made  all  of  golde,  enameled  aboute 

ui  Stowe,  Survey  Lond.  p.  3J9.  edit.  With  noble  Iteiyes.——— 

..    Vol.  IL  H  h  about 
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about  the  lovers,  declaring  that  they  fhould  foon  be  Joined 
in  marriage.  A  fudden  tranfition  is  here  made  from  the 
pagan  to  the  chriftian  theology.  The  next  morning  they  arc 
married,  according  to  the  catholic  ritual,  by  Lex  Ecclesi^  5 
and  in  the  wooden  print  prefixed  to  this  chapter,  the  lovers 
are  reprefented  as  joining  hands  at  the  weftem  portal  of  a 
great  church,  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  of  antient  marriagjps  "•. 
A  folemn  feaft  is  then  held  in  honour  of  the  nuptials  °. 

Here  the  poem  (hould  have  ended «     But  the  poet  has 
thought  it  neceffary  to  extend  his  allegory  to  the  death  and 
burial  of  his  hero.    Graund  Amoure  having  lived  in  con- 
fummate  happinefs  with  his  amiable  bride  for  many  years, 
faw  one  morning  an  old  man  enter  his  chamber,  carrying 
a  ftaflf,  with  which  he  ftrikes  Amoure's  breaft,  faying,  Oiiyy 
&c.    His  name  is  Old  Age.    Not  long  after  came  Policy 
or  Cunning,  and  Avarice.    Amoure  now  begins  to  aban- 
don his  tiiumphal  (hows  and  fplendid  caroufals,  and  ta  be 
intent  on  amaffing  riches.      At  laft  arrived  Death,   who* 
peremptorily  denounces,  that  he  muft  prepare  to  quit  his* 
wealth  and  the  world.    After  this  fatal  admonition,  came 
CoifTiiiTioN  and  Conscience,  and  he  dies.    His  body  is  in* 
terred  by  Mercy  and  Charity  ^  and  while  his  epitaph  is 
written  by  Remembrance,  Fame  appears ;   promifing  that 
fhe  will  enroll  his.  name  with  thofe  of  He6tor„  Jofhua,, 

»  For  this  cnfioixiy,  fee  fupr.  vol.  T.  p. 
4^37.  And  the  romance  of  Appolthjc^  cL. 
xxxiii. 

"  Which  is  defcdbcd  thas>.ch.  zxix. 

Why  fhoald  I  tary  by  loogroiuinnanc^ 
Of  the  feaft,.  &c. 

In  the  fame  manner  Chancer  paffis  over 
the  particolarhies  of  Gambnfcan's  feaft» 
Squ.T.  r.  83.  Urr*  And  of  Thefeai*» 
ieafty  £k.  T.  r.  2i99«  See-idfo  Mjkv 
OF  L.  T.  V.  704.  And  Spenfer's.  Fairy 
Qu.  V.  iiL  3.'  [See  fnpn  vol, 1.  j.  335.] 
And  Matthew  Parity  in  defcrifamg  the 
fliagnificent  marriage  and  coronation  of 
^«eciv  Eleanor  io  1236,  ofncxiSIy  the 


fame  formnlary*.  and  on  a  fiinilar  fubje£l^ 
"  Qgid.in  ecdtfia  feriem  enarrem  deo»  ut 
<'  decoity.reverenter  miniikantium  ?   Qoidi 
<'  ift>  menfa  dapiom  et  diverforum  libami- 
^nom  defoibam  ftrtiHtatem  redundan« 
**  tern?.    Venatibnis  J[venifon]  abnndan-- 
^  tiam?    Fifcinm  vanetatem  ?    Joculato-^ 
«  nnn  volaptatem  ?  h£niftrantium  venof^ 
<<  tatemfetc/*^  Hsst.  Angl.  fob.  Hbi». 
iU«  p.  406.  edit.  Tig.  ut  fapr.    Compare 
anodier  feaft:  defcribed  in  tne  fame  ^ro- 
nide,  much  after  the  £une  manner;  andi 
which,  the  writer  adds,  was  more  fj^lendid. 
than  any  feaft  celebrated  in  the  tune  of.' 
Ahafuems,  king  Arthor,  or  Charlemagiie« 
ibid»  p.  8^i« 

Judas 
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Judas  Maccabeus,  king  David  ^  Alexander  the  Great,  Julius 
Ccfar,  Arthur ',  Charlemagne  %  and  Godfrey  of  Bulloign '. 


•  The  chief  reaTon  for  ranking  king 
David  among  the  knights  of  romance  was, 
as  I  have  already  hiniid,  becaufe  he  killed 
die  giant  Goliah:  an  achievement  here 
mentioned  by  Hawes.  See  fupr.  p.  zij. 
and  vol.  i.  p.  418. 

P  Of  Arthur  and  his  knights  he  fays, 
dnt  their  exploits  are  recorded  **  in  royall 
^  bokes  and  jeftes  hyftorvall."  ch.  xliii. 
Sir  Thomas  Maillorie  had  now  jail  pub- 
IHhed  his  Morte  Arthur,  a  narrative 
digefted  from  various  French  romances  on 
Arthur's  ftory.  Caxton's  printed  copy  of 
this  favourite  vdome  moft  have  been  known 
to  oar  poet  Hawes,  which  appeared  in 
IA85.  fel.  By  the  way,  in  pancgyrifing 
Cnancer,  JHawes  mentions  it,  as  a  arcom- 
ibmce  of  diflinaion,  that  his  works  were 
printed,  ch.  xiiii. 

— -—  Whofe  name 
In  PRINTED  bokes  doth  remayne  in  fame. 

This  was  natural  at  the  beginning  of  the 
typographic  art.  Many  of  Chaucer's  poems 
were  now  recently  printed  by  Caxton. 

With  regard  to  Maillorie's  book,  much, 
if  not  mod,  of  it,  I  believe,  is  taken  frtm 
the  great  French  romance  of  Lancelot^ 
traniLated  frt>m  Latin  into  French  at  the 
command  of  one  of  our  Heniys,  a  me- 
trical Engliih  veriion  of  which  is  now  in 
Benet  library  at  Cambridge.  [See  a  fpe- 
dmen  in  Mr.  Naafmith's  curious  catalogue, 
p.  54.]  I  have  kft  itidoubtful  whether  it 
was  the  third  Henry  who  ordered  this  ro- 
mance to  be  tranflated  into  Latin,  vol.  i. 
j>.  lie.  But,  befide  the  pcoofs  there  fug- 
gefted,  in  favour  of  that  hypothcifis,  it  ap- 
pears, that  Henry  the  third  paid  great 
attention  to  thefe  compofitions,  from  the 
following  curious  anecdote  juH  publi(hed« 
which  throws  new  light  on  that  monarch's 
chara£ter. 

Amaud  Daniel,  a  troubadour,  highly 
celebrated  by  Dante  and  Petrarch,  aoout 
the  year  1 240  made  a  voya^  into  England, 
where,  in  the  court  of  king  Henry  the 
ihird,  he  met  a  miullrcl,  who  challenged 
him  at  difficult  rhymes.  The  challenge 
U'Ai  accepted,  a  coniidqrable  wager  was 

H 


lidd,  and  the  rival  bards  were  fhut  up  in 
feparate  chambers  of  the  palace.  The  king, 
who  appears  to  have  much  intended  him- 
felf  in  the  difpute,  allowed  them  ten  days 
for  compo^ng^  and  five  nwre  for  learning  to 

Jing^  their  refpedlive  pieces :  after  which, 
each  was  to  exhibit  his  performance  in 
the  prefence  of  his  majefty.  The  third 
day,  the  Englifh  minlb-el  announced  that  he 
was  ready.  The  troubadour  dcchrcd  he 
had  not  wrote  a  line;  but  that  he  had 
tried,  and  could  not  as  yet  put  two  words 
together.  The  following  evening  he  over- 
heard the  minfbel  pra£hfing  his  cbanfon  to 
himfelf.  The  next  day  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  hear  the  fame  again,  and  learned 
the  air  and  words.  At  the  day  appointed 
they  both  ajppeared  before  the  king.  Ar- 
naud  defired  to  fing  firft.  The  minftrel, 
in  a  £t  of  the  greatc^  furprife  and  aflonilh- 
ment,  fuddenly  cried  out,  Ceft  ma  cbanfin^ 
This  is  MY  Song.  The  kin^  faid  it  was 
impoflible.  The  minflrel  Hill  m/ifted  upon 
it;  and  Amaud,  i>eing  clofely  preiTed, 
ingenuoufly  told  the  whole  affair.  The 
king  was  much  entertained  with  this  ad- 
venture ;  and  ordering  the  wager  to  be 
withdrawn,  loaded  them  with  rich  t^refimts. 
But  he  afterwards  obliged  Amaud  to  give 
a  cbanfon  of  his  own  compoiition.  Millet^ 
at  fupr.  tom.  ii.  p.  491. 

In  the  mean  time  I  would  not  be  under- 
fiood  to  deny,  that  Henry  the  fecond  en- 
couraged thefe  pieces;  ba  it  partly  ap- 
pears, that  Gualter  Mapes«  ardiudeacon  of 
Oxford,  tranilated*  from  Latin  intoFcench^ 
the  popolar  romance  of  Saint  Graal, 
at  the  inftance  of  Henry  the  fecond,  to 
whom  he  was  chaplain,  about  the  year 
1 1^0.  See  MSS.  Reg.  20D.  iii.  a  mano- 
fcnpt  perhaps  coeval  with  the  tranflator ; 
and,  if  £0^  the  original  copy  prefented  to 
the  king.  Maiiler  Benoit,  or  Benedidi,  a 
rhymer  in  French,  was  alfo  patronifed  by 
this  monarch  :  at  whofe  command  he  com- 
piled a  metrical  Chronicle  of  the  Dukes 
OP  Normandy:  in  which  are  cited  Ifi- 
dore  Hifpalenfis,  Pliny«  and  faint  Auftin* 
MSS.  Harl.  1717.  1.  on  vellum.  See  foU 
8^.  193. 163.  236.  This  old  French  poem 

h  s  i| 


2^6'  THE      HISTORY      OF 

Aftewards  Time,  andExERNiTiE  clothed  in  a  white  veftment . 
and  crofwned  with  a  triple  diadem  of  gold,  enter  the  temple^- 
and  pronounce  an  exhortatipn.     Laft  follows  an  epilogue, 
in  which  the  poet  apologifes  for  his  hardinefs  in  attempting. 
<o  feign  and  devife  this  fable. 

The  reader  readily  perceives,  that  this  poetical  apologue 
is  intended  to  fli^dow  the  education  of  a. complete  gentle- 
man 5  or  rather,  to  point  out  thofe  accomplifhments  which 
conftitute  the  character  of  true  gallantry,  and  moft  juftly 
deferve  the  reward  of  beauty.  It  is  not  pretended,  that  the 
perfonifications  difplay  that  force  of  colouring,  and  dif- 
tinftnefs  of  delineation,  which  animate  the  ideal  portraits  of 
John  of  Meun.  But  we  muft  acknowledge,  that  Hawes 
has  fhewn  no  inconfiderahle  fhare  of  imagination^  if  not  in 
inventing  romantic  aftion,  at  leaft  in  applying  and  enrich- 
ing the  general  incidents  of  the  Gothic  fable.  In  the  crea- 
tion of  allegoric  imagery  he  has  exceeded  Lydgate.  That  he 
is  greatly  fuperior  to  many  of  his  immediate  predeceflbrs. 
and  cotcmporaries,  in  harmonious  verfification,  and  cleav' 
expreflion,  will  appear  from  the  following  ftanza. 


is  full  of  ^bulous  and  romantic  matttr  ; 
and  feems-to  be  partly  tranflated  from  a 
Latin Chronicle»  Db  Moribus  et  actis 
pRiMpiLUM  Nor  MANN  iJE  DucuM,  Writ- 
ten aboot  the  year  looo,  by  Dudo,  dean 
of  S.  Quintin'sy  and  print^  among  Du 
Chefne's  Scriptor.  Norman,  p.  49. 
edit.  1 61 9.  Maider  Benoit  ends  with  our 
Henry  the  firft.     Dudo  with  the  year  996. 

^  With  his  dou/eperesf  or  twelve  peers, 
among  whkh  he  mentions  Rowland  and 
OUver. 

^  Thefe  are  the  Nike  Worthies:  to 
whom  Shakefpeare  allndes  in  Love's  Lab. 
Lost.  "  Here  is  like  to  be  a  good  prefence 
**  of  Worthies.  He  prcfents  Hedor  of 
"  Tvof :  The  fwain,  Pompey  the  Great : 
^  The  pariik-ciirate»  Alexander :  Armar 
*•  do*s  page,  Hercules :  The  pedant,  Jodaa 
•'  Maccha3ieii5»  &c.''      Act.  v.   Sc.  i. 


Ellas  Curels,  a  tronbadoor  of  Perigord, 
about  the  year  1240,  wiflies  for  the  wif- 
dom  of  Solomon,  the  courtefv  of  Roland, 
the  puifiance  of  Alexander,  the  flrength  of 
Samfon,  the  friendly  attachment  of  fir 
Triilram,  the  cbe^aUrie  of  fir  Gawaine,. 
and  the  learning  of  Merlin.  Though  not 
immediately  connedled  with  the  prefent 
pnrpofe,  I  Cannot  refifl  the  temptation  of 
tranfcribing  the  remainder  of  our  trouba- 
dour's idea  of  complete  happinefs  in  this 
world.  His  ambition  can  be  gratified  by 
nothing  lefs  than  by  poffefiing,  **  Une  £ 
'  parraite  loyaute,  que  nul  chevalier  et  nol 

*  jonglenr  n'  aient  Hen  a  reprendre  en  lui ; 

*  wie  maitrefTe  jeune,  jolie,  et  decente ; 
'  mille  cavaliers  bien  en  ordre  pour  le 

fuivre  par  tout,  &c."  Millot,  Hist. 
LiTT.  des  Troub  AD.  tonL  i.  p.  388.  [See 
fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  41^. 

Befides 


EN1GLISH     POETRY.  237 

Befydes  this  gyaunt,  upon  every  tree 

I  did  fee  hanging  many  a  goodly  ftiielde 

Of  noble  knygtes,  that  were  of  hie  degree, 

Whiche  he  had  flayne  and  murdred  in  the  fielde  t 

From  farre  this  gyaunt  I  ryght  well  behelde^ 

And  towarde  hym  as  I  rode  on  my  way. 

On  his  firft  heade  I  fawe  a  banner  gay  •♦  ' 

To  this  poem  a  dedication  of  eight  oftave  ftanzas  is  pre- 
fixed, addrefled  to  king  Henry  the  feventh :  in  which  our  au- 
thor profeffes  to  follow  the  manner  of  his  maijier  Lydgate^ 

To  folowe  the  trace  and  all  the  perfytnefs 
Of  my  maifter  Lydgate,  with  due  exercife. 
Such  fayned  tales  I  do  fynde  *  and  devyfe : 
For  under  coloUre*  a  truthe^  may  aryfe. 
As  was  the  guyfe,  in  old  antiquitie. 
Of  the  poetes  olde  a  tale  to  furmyfe. 
To  cloake  the  truthe. 

•  In  the  courfe  of  the  poem  he  complains,  that  fince  Lyd- 
gate, the  moji  dulcet  fprynge  of  famous  rbetoryke,  that  fpecied 
of  poetry  which  deals  in  fiftion  and  allegoric  fable,  had 
been  entirely  loft  and  neglefted.  He  allows,  that  fome  of 
Lydgatfe's  fucceffors  had  been  fkilful  verfifiers  in  the  balade 
royall  or  octave  ftanza,  which  Lydgate  carried  tp  fuch  per-^ 
fedlion :  but  adds  this  remarkable  reftri£tion. 

They  fayne  no  fables  pleafaunt  and  covert,:—^ 
Makyng  balades  of  fervent  amytie. 
As  geftes  and  tryfles  "., 

*  Cb.  XXXV.  and  improper  converfatioii  of  priefis  1» 

^  Invent.  the  choir. 

"^  Ch.  xiv.    So  Barklay,   in  the  Snip 

OF  FooLEs>  finiihed  in  1508,  fol.  18.  a.  Andallof  fables  andy^// of  Robin  Hood^ 

edit.  1570.   Heisfpeakbgofthepro&ne  Or  otbet  trijks.    -—    —    — • 

Thefe 
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Thefe  lines,  in  a  fmall  compafs,  difplay  the  general  ftate  of 
poetry  which  now  prevailed. 

Coeval  with  Hawes  was  William  Walter,  a  retainer  to  fir 
Henry  Marney,  chancellour  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter :  an. 
unknown  and  obfcure  writer  whom  I  fhould  not  have  named, 
but  that  he  verfified,  in  the  oftave  ftanza,  Boccacio's  ftory, 
fo  beautifully  paraphrafed  by  Dryden,  of  Sigifmonda  and 
Guifcard.  This  poem,  I  think,  was  printed  by  Wynkyn  de 
Worde,  and  afterwards  reprinted  in  the  year  1597,  under 
the  title  of  The  Stately  Tragedy  of  Guiscard  and  Si- 
GisMOND ".  It  is  in  two  books.  He  alfo  wrote  a  dialogue 
in  verfe,  called  the  SpeSiacle  of  Lovers^ ^  and  the  Hijlory  of 
^itus  and  Gejippusy  a  tranflation  from  a  Latin  romance  con- 
cerning the  fiege  of  Jerufalem. 

About  the  year  1490,  Henry  Medwall,  chaplain  to  Morton 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  compofed  an  interlude,  called 
Nature,  which  was  afterwards  tranflated  into  Latin.  It  is 
not  improbable,  that  it  was  played  before  the  archbifliop.  It 
was  the  bufinefs  of  chaplains  in  great  houfes  to  compofe  in- 
terludes for  the  family.  This  piece  was  printed  by  Raftel, 
in  ^SZ^^  ^^^  entitled,  "  Nature,  a  goodly  interlude  of  na- 
•^  ture,  compylyd  by  mayfler  Henry  Medwall,  chaplayn  to 
•*  the  right  reverent  father  in  God,  Johan  Morton,  fome- 
l^  tyme  cardynall,  and  archebyfliop  of  Canterbury." 

In  the  year  1497,  Laurence  Wade,  a  Benedi6line  monk  of 
Canterbury*,  tranflated,  into  Englifli  rhymes.  The  Life  of 
Thomas   a  Beckett,    written  about  the  year    1180,  in 

'Viz.  **  Certaine  worthye  manurcript  is  dedicated  to  the  worthiefi  Poet  Mai  stir 

**  poems  of  f^reat  antiqnitiey  referved  long  Ed  mo  nd  Spenser. 

«<  in  the  ftodie  of  a  Northfblke  eentleman.  v  »    •     *i.    n  ^               «  i?^    r      i.^ 

«  now  firft  publilhed  by  J.  S.  llnd.  R.  D  „  '  ^'ff  the  Prologue    "  Forafinudie 

«  i$o7.''  umo.    In  tfi.  edition,  befide  Tlc»*  •"  ™^  °^  '^  ^^  '    V^ 

the  texi,  there  U  «  The  Northern  Mo-      ^"»«°'  >f  ^3^"^  «*«  ^°'^' 

^  ther's  Bleffingy  written  nine  yeares  be-  *  Profefled  in  the  year  1467.    Catax* 

*•  fore  die  death  of  G.  Chancer.     And      M9».  CoMi.  inter  MS5.  C.  C.  C.  C.  N.  7. 


"^  TheWay  toThnft.'*    Thia  colkaiai 


Latin^ 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  239 

Latin*,  by  Herbert  Bofham'*.    The  manufcript,  which  will- 
not  bear  a  citation,  is  preferved  in  Benet  college  in  Cam- 
bridge \    The  original  had  been  tranflated  into  French  verfe 
by  Peter  Langtoft  \    Boftiam  was  Beckcf  s  fccretary,  and  pre- 
fcnt  at  his  martyrdom. 

*  Vita  btRes  gbstjeThomje  Epxs-  ^  MSS.  Colt.  C.  C.  Cant,  cccxcvii.  i. 
COFI  CAHTUARiENsiSy  publiihed  ia  the  Beginn.  ProL  <'  O  ye  Tertooos  foveiajQ* 
QuADRiL0GU8»  Parif.  1495,  4to.  y  fpiritoall  and  temporall." 

•  See fupr.  voL  L  6x»  '   ^Pitf.  p.  ^.  Append* 
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I  Place  Alexander  Barklay  within  the  year  1500,  as  his 
Ship  of  Fools  appears  to  have  been  projefted  about  that 
J)eriod.  He  was  educated  2jt  Oriel  college  in  Oxford  \  ac* 
complifhed  his  academical  ftudies  by  travelling,  and  was 
appointed  one  oFthTe  priefts,  or  prebendaries,  oiF  the'college 
of  faint  Mary  Ottery  in  Devonfhire  •.  Afterwards  he  became 
a  Benediftine  monk  of  Ely  monaftery^  and  at  length  took 
the  habit  of  the  Francifcans  at  Canterbury',  He  tempo- 
rifed  with  the  changes  of  religion;  for  he  pofleffed  fome 
church-preferments  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fixth  \  He 
died,  very  old,  at  Croydon,  in  Surry*,  in  the  year  1552. 


^  He  feexns  to  have  fpent  fome  time  at 
Cambridge,  Eg  log.  i.  Signat.  A.  iii. 

And  once  in  Cambridge  I  heard  a  fcoUer  ^ 

fay. 
One  of  the  fame  that  go  in  copes  gay. 

*  The  chitrf  patron  of  his  iludies  appears 
to'  have  been  Thomas  Cornifh,  provoft  of 
Oriel  college,  and  Suffragan  bifhop  of 
Tyne,  in  the  diocefe  of  Bath  and  Wells ; 
to  whom  he  dedicates,  in  a  handfome  Latin 
epifUe,  his  Ship  of  Fools.  But  in  the 
ipoem,  he  mentions  Mj  Maijier  Kyrkham^ 
calling  himfelf  "  his  true  fervitour,  his  chap- 
•'  layne,  and  bedc-man."  fol.  152.  b.  edit. 
1570.  Some  biographers  fuppofe  Barklay  to 
have  been  a  native  of  Scotland.  It  is  certain 
that  he  has  a  long  and  laboured  encomium 
0|^' James  the  fourth,  king  of  Scotland; 
whom  he  compliments  for  his  bravery,  pru- 
dence, and  other  eminent  virtaes.  One  of 
the  ilanzas  of  this  panegyric  is  an  acroiUc 
on  Jacobus,  fol.  206.  a.  He  moil  pro- 
bably was  of  Devonfhire  or  Gloucellerfhire* 

'  In  the  title  to  his  tranflation  from 
Mancinus,  called  the  Mirrouii  of  good 
Manners. 

J'  MS.  £alr»  Sloan,  f.  68. 


^  He  was  inftituted  to  Much  Badew  in 
Effex,  in  K46.  Ncwcourt,  Rep.  i.  254. 
And  to  Wokcy  in  Somerfetlhire,  the  fame 
year.  Regiftr.  Wcllenf.  He  had  alfo  the 
church  of  All  Saints,  in  Lombard-llreet, 
London,  on  the  prefentation  of  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  which  was  va- 
cant by  his  death,  Aug.  24,  1552.  New- 
court,  ut  fupr. 

*  He  frequently  mentions  Croydon  in  his 
Egloges.  He  was  buried  in  Croydon 
church.  £gl.  i.  Signat.  A.  iii. 

And  as  in  Croidon  I  heard  the  Collier 
preache. 
Again,  ibid. 

While  I  in  youth  in  Croidon  towne  did 
dwell. 
Again,  ibid. 

He  hath  no  felowe  betwene  this  and 

Croidon 
Save  the   proude  plowman  Gnatbo  of 
Cborlington. 
He  mentions  the  collier  again,  ibid. 

Such  maner  riches  the  collier  tell  thee  can. 
Alfo,  ibid. 

As  the  riche  ihepheard  that  woned  in 
.  MwrtlMki. 

Barklay's 
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Barklay's  principal  w6rk  is  the  Ship  op  FooieS,  above- 
mentioned.  About  the  year  1494,  Sebaftian  Brandt,  a 
learned  civilian  of  Bafil,  and  an  eminent  philologift,  pub- 
lifhed  a  fatire  in  German  with  this  title '.  The  defign  was 
to  ridicule  the  reigning  vices  and  follies  of  every  rank  and 
profeflion;  under  the  allegory  of  a  Ship  freighted  with  Fools 
of  all  kinds,  but  without  any  variety  of  incident,  or  artifi- 
ciality of  fable ;  yet  although  the  poem  is  deftitute  of  plot,  and 
the  voyage  of  adventures,  a  compofition  of  fuch  a  nature  be- 
came extremely  popular.  It  was  tranflated  into  French  ^  5  and, 
in  the  year  1497,  ^^*^  tolerable  Latin  verfe,  by  Jimes  Locher, 
a  German,  and  a  fcholar  of  the  inventour  Brandt '.  From 
the  original,  and  the  two  tranflations,  Barklay  formed  a 
large  Engliih  poem,  in  the  balade  or  oftave  ftanza,  with 
confiderable  additions  gleaned  from  the  follies  of  his  coun- 
trymen. It  was  printed  by  Pinfon,  in  1509,  whofe  nam« 
occurs  in  the  poem. 

Howbeit  the  charge  Pinson  has  on  me  laydc 
With  many  fooles  our  navy  not  to  charge*. 

It  was  finifhed  in  the  year  1508,  and  in  the  college  of  faint 
Mary  Ottery,  as  appears  by  this  rubric,  *'  The  Shyp  op 
FoLYs,  tranflated  in  the  colege  of  faynt  Mary  Ottry,  in 
the  counte  of  Devonfhyre,  oute  of  Laten,  Frenche,  and 
Doch,  into  Engliflie  tonge,  by  Alexander  Barclay,  prefte 
and  chaplen  in  the  fayd  coUcdgc,  mxcccc.viii  •.    Our  au- 

*  I  prefomc  thi«  is  the  fanic  Sebaftiam  -—  The  printers  in  their  bufyaes 

firtndty  to  whom  Thomas  Acapariufi  poet  Do  all  thtir  workes  fpeedlely  and  inhalle. 

horeate,  dedicates  a  volume  of  Po^ios's  fbl.  258.  b. 

workSf  Argentorat.  1513.  Tol.     He  is  here  "  In  folio.  A  fecond  edition,  from  which 

ftyled,  "  Juris  utriufque  dodor,  ct  S.  P.  Q^  I  cite,  was  printed  with  his  other  works,  in 

**  Argentinenfis  canccllariuf.**     The  dc-  the  year  1570,  by  Cawood,  in  folio,  with 

•dicadon  is  dated  ijii.     See  Hendreich*  corious  wooden  cnts,  taken  from  Pinfon 's 

Pandect,  p*  703.  impreffion,  viz.  "  The  Ship  of  Fooles^ 

^  By  Joce  Bade.  Paris,  149/.  **  ^iierein  is  /hewed  the  folly  of  all  ftates, 

'  See  The  Prologue,  <*  with  divers  other  worlcs  adjoined  to  the 

"»  Fol.  38.  In  another  place  he  complains  "  fame,  &c."     This  has  both  Latin  and 

that  fome  of  his  lAJorties  are  amis^  on  ac-  Engliih.     But  Ames,  under  Wynkyn  de 

count  of  the  frinten  not  ferftS  in  fcitnce.  Worde,  recites  "  The  Ship  of  Fools  in  this 

And  adds  that,  "  World."4to.  15 ly.HisT.  Print,  p.94. 

Vol.  IL  I  i  thor's 
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thor's  ftanza  is  verbofe,  profaic,  and  tedious :  and  for  many 
pages  together,  his  poetry  is  little  better  than  a  trite  homily 
in  verfe.  The  title  promifes  much  charafter  and  pleafantry : 
but  we  (hall  be  difappointed,  if  we  expeft  to  find  the  foibles 
of  the  crew  of  our  (hip  touched  by  the  hand  of  the  author 
of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  or  expofed  in  the  rough  yet 
ftrong  fatire  of  Pierce  Plowman.  He  fometimes  has  a  ftrokis 
of  humour :  as  in  the  following  ftanza,  where  he  wiflies  to 
take  on  board  the  eight  fecondaries,  or  minor  canons,  of  his 
college.  "  Alexander  Barclay  ad  ¥  AT  uos^  ut  dent  locum  octo 
"  Secundariis  ieata  Maria  de  Ottery^  qui  quidem  ^rima  buji(S 
•*  ratis  tranjlra  merentur  T 


Softe,  Foolis,  (bfte,  a  litle  (lacke  your  pace, 
Till  1  have  fpace  you  to'  order  by  degree  ^ 
I  have  eyght  neyghbours,  that  firft  (hall  have  a  place 
Within  this  my  (hyp,  for  they  moft  worthy  be : 
They  may  their  learning  receyve  coftles  and  free. 
Their  walles  abutting  and  joining  to  the  fchooles'; 
Nothing  they  can  %  yet  nought  will  they  learn  nor  fee. 
Therefore  (hall  they  guide  this  one  (hip  of  fooles. 

The  ignorance  of  the  Engli(h  clergy  is  one  of  the  chief  ob- 
jefts  of  his  animadverfion.    He  fays  \ 

For  if  one  can  flatter,  and  beare  a  hawke  on  his  fift. 
He  (halbe  made  parfon  of  Honington  or  of  Clift. 

Thefe  were  rich  benefices  in  the  neighbourhood  of  (aint  Mary 
Ottery.  He  difclaims  the  profane  and  petty  tales  (rf  the  times. 

*  Fol.  6%.        ^  Exeter.    This  college  was  founded  in  the 

P  To  the  collegiate  church  of  faint  Mary  year  1 337. 

Ottery  a  fchool  was  annexed^  by  the  ma-  ^  Know, 

aificent  foonder,    Grandifon,   biihop  of  '  fol.  a. 

I  write 
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I  write  no  jefte  ne  tale  of  Robin  Hood  \ 
Nor  fowe  no  fparkles,  ne  fede  of  vicioufnes  j 
Wife  men  love  vertue,  wilde  people  wantonnes. 
It  longeth  not  my  fcience  nor  cuning, 
For  Philip  the  fparrow  the  dirige  to  fing. 

The  laft  line  is  a  ridicule  on  his  cotemporary  Skelton,  who 
wrote  a  Litle  Boke  of  Philip  Sparrow,  or  a  Dirge, 

For  the  foule  of  Philip  Sparrow 
That  was  late  ilaine  at  Carow,  &c  \ 

And  in  another  place,  he  thus  cenfures  the  fafhionable  read- 
ing of  his  age  :  much  in  the  tone  of  his  predeceflbr  Hawes. 

For  goodly  fcripture  is  not  worth  an  hawe^ 
But  tales  are  loved  ground  of  ribaudry. 
And  many  are  fo  blinded  with  their  foly, 
That  no  fcriptur  thinke  they  fo  true  nor  gode 
As  is  a  foolifh  jeft  of  Robin  hode'. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  his  general  manner,  I  infert  his  charddf er 
of  the  Student,  or  Bookworm :  whom  he  fuppofes  to  be  the 
Firft  Fool  in  the  veffel. 

That  "^  in  this  fhip  the  chiefe  place  I  govemc. 
By  this  wide  fea  with  foolis  wandering, 
The  caufe  is  plaine  and  eafy  to  difceme ; 
*Still  am  I  bufy  bookes  affembling, 

'  Fol.  22.  Primus  in  excelfo  teneo  q[aod  nave  rudenteij 

<  See  Skelton't  Womcs,  p.  215.  edit.  Sluldvagofque  feqaor  comites  per  flamina 
1736.     This  will  be  jnendoned  again,  vafta, 

below.    '  Non  ratbne  vacat  ceita,  fenfuqae  latent! : 

"  Fol.  2^3.  Congeftls  etenim  (lultus  confido  libellis; 

^  I  fubjoin  the  Latin  from  which  he  Spem  <|uoquey  nee  paivam,  congefta  vola« 
tsanflates,  that  the  reader  may  judge  how  nuna  prxbent. 

4nach  U  oar  poet's  own.  fol.  i  •  a.  ,  Calico  nee  vcrbuaij  nee  libri  fentio  mentem : 

I  i  2  Attamcn 


244  THE    HISTORY    OF 

For  to  have  plentie  it  i»  a  pleaftunt  thing. 
In  my  conceyt,  to  have  them  ay  in  hand ; 
But  what  they  meape  do  I  not  under ftande. 

But  yet  I  h^ve  them  in  great  reverence 

And  honour,  faving  them  from  filth  and  ordure ; 

By  often  brufshing  and  much  diligence, 

Full  goodly  bounde  in  pleafaunt  coverture 

Of  damas,  fattin,  or  els  of  velvet  pure': 

I  keepe  them  fure  fearing  leaft  they  (hould  be  loft 

For  in  them  is  the  cunning  wherein  I  me  boaft. 

But  if  it  fortune  that  any  learned  man 

Within  my  houfe  fall  to  difputation, 

I  drawe  the  curtaynes  to  fhewe  my  bokes  then. 

That  they  of  my  cunning  (hould  make  probation : 

I  love  not  to  fall  in  alterication  : 

And  vsrbile  the  commen,  njy  bookies  I  turne  and  winde. 

For  all  is  in  them^,  and  northing  in  niy  minde. 

Ptolomeus  'the  riche  caufed,  longe  ggone. 
Over  all  the  worlde  good  bookes  to  l>e  fought^ 

/ttame n  in  magno  per  me  fervairtur  honore,  £t  pofium  (hdky  fboaai  dirpoRtrt  noflio, 

Palveris  et  cariem  plumatis  tergo  ilabelHs.  Qai  pro  me  fapiat,  dodafqnc  examinet  artes  r 

Ad  ubi  doflrinac  certamen  volvitur,  inq«amt  Auf  &  aafo.  dodb  veribr,  contedtre  malo 

jEdibus  in  noflris  'Hbrorum  cult;a  fupelleji  On^pia^  ne  cogar  fers  verba  Latina  profarL 
Eminet,  et  chartis  vivo  cootontas  opecds, 

Quas  video  ignorans,  jtivs|C  et  me  copia  Tola.  '^  Stivjex^ts  8Ui4  tnonks  were  antiently  the 

Conflituitquondam  dives  Ptolomeus,  haberet  Bindere  of  booksa    in  the  firft  page  of  a 

Ut  libros  toto  qoaefitos  nndique  mimdo  \  iMPufcrip^  JUIe  etfi  Coof  ahr^af,  this  note 

Qdos  grandea  reram  thefatiros  efle  putabat :  occurs,  ^^  Ex   con>vnctione   dompnt ' 

Non  tamen  arcanx  legis  documenta  tenebat,  ^  Wyiielmi  Edys  monaflerii  B.  Mariae  S. 

Qj|e;isfine  nqq  poterat  vita$  diijp<)nere  cnrfqiii-  ' '  Modwcns  virginis  de  B arton  Taper  Trent 

£o  paiitcr  tcnco  numero£i  volaminaj  t;^^  "  mqnad^i^   dam  eflet  ffaidens  Oxoniar^ 

dds:  «  A.  i>.  MDXvu.'*    Sec  MSS,  Cotton. 

Paqcalego,  viiidi  coi^tentns  tegmin^ libij.  Cikotatr.  ii.    And  MSS.  Cbll.  OrieI» 

Car  vellem  ftudio  fi^jTuf  torbar^  freqqent},  N.  vi.  3.  et  7.  Art.   The  word  ConjundHa 

Auttam  foUidtis  animumcQnfundererebi^?  is  liga^ura.    The  book,  is  ipach  old^r  than 

Qui  Audet,  affiduo  motu  fi(  flultqs  et  ainens.  this  entry.. 
Scu  ftudeonVf  6u  uoo,^  4piuii^.t|U9)(^(^         ^  Ptoiomeas  Philade^huf^ .  &r  whom.he- 

vocsibor ;  '       *  quotes  Jofephus,  Hb.  xix« 

Done 
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Done  was  his  commandement,  ice. 

Lo  in  likewife  of  bookes  I  have  ftore. 

But  few  I  readc,  and  fewer  underftande  5 

1  folowe  not  their  doftrine,  nor  their  lore. 

It  is  enough  to  beare  a  booke  in  hande : 

It  were  too  much  to  be  in  fuch  a  lande ; 

For  to  be  bounde  to  lokc  within  the  booke 

I  am  content  on  the  fayre  coveryng  to  looke.  — — ^ 

Eche  is  not  lettred  that  nowe  is  made  a  lorde. 

Nor  eche  a  clerke  that  hath  a  benefice ; 

They  are  not  all  lawyers  that  plecs  do  recorde^ 

All  that  are  promoted  are  not  fully  wife ; 

On  fuche  chance  now  fortune  throwes  her  dice : 

That  though  one  knowe  but  the  yriflie  game 

Yet  would  he  have  a  gentlemans  name* 

So  in  likewifct  I  am  in  fuch  a  cafe. 

Though  I  nought  can  %  I  would  be  called  wife  j 

Alfo  I  may  let  another  in  my  place 

Which  may  for  me  my  bookes  exercife  j 

Or  els  I  will  enfue  the  common  guife. 

And  fay  concedo  to  every  argument 

Left  by  mucH^  fpeech  my  Latin  ihould  be  fpent  *• 

In  one  part  of  the  poem,  Prodicus's  apologue,  o£  Hercules 
meeting  Virtue  and  Pl£asure,  is  introduced.  In  the 
fpeech' of  Pleasure,  our  author  changes  his  metre;  and 
breaks  forth  into  a  lyrical  ftrain,  not  totally  void  of  elegance 
and  delicacy;  and  in  a  rhythmical  arrangement  adopted 
by  G«a^. 

>  Know.  f  Fql.  a. 

All 
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All  my  veftiire  is  of  golde  pure. 
My  gay  (thaplet  with  ftones  -fet, 
With  couverture  of  fine  afure, 
In  filver  net  my  haire  upknet, 
Softe  filke  betwene,  left  it  might  fret ; 
My  purple  pall  oercovereth  all, 
Cleare  a6  criftkll,  no  thing  egall. — 
With  harpe  in  hande,  alway  I  ftande, 
Faffing  eche  houre,  in  fwete  pleafour  j 
A  wanton  bande,  ef  every  lande^ 
Are  in  my  towre,  me  to  honour:, 
Some  of  valour,  fome  bare  and  poore; 
Kinges  in  their  pride  fit  by  my  fide: 
Every  frefhe  floure,  of  Twete  odourc, 
To  them  I  provide,  that  with  me  bide.— 
Whoeer  they  be,  that  folowe  me, 
And  gladly  flee  to  my  ftandarde, 
Thej  ih^U  Jbe  free,  nor  fickt;,  nor  &c 
Adverfitie,  and  paynes  harde* 
No  ppynt  of  payne  ftiall  he  fuftayne, 

^  But  joy  foverayne,  while  he  is  here  j 
No  froft  ne  rayne  there  (hall  diftayne 
His  face  by  payne,  ne  hurt  his  chere. 
He  ftiall  his  hede  caft  to  no  drede 
To  get  the  mede  ^  and  lawde  of  warre  j 

•  Nor  yet  have  nede,  for  to  take  hede. 
How  battayles  fpede,  but  ftande  afarre. 
Nor  yet  be  bounde  to  care  the  founde 
Of  man  or  grounde,  or  trompet  ftirill  -, 
Strokes  that  redound  ftiall  not  confounde. 
Nor  his  minde  wounde,  but  if  he  will,  &c  \ 

All  antient  fatirical  writings,  even  thofe  of  an  inferior 
caft,  have  their  merit,  and  deferve  attention,  as  they  tranf- 

^MiiH.  Ueward.  « JoT.  S4i.l>. 

mit 


ENGLISH:      POETRY. 


247 


rait  pidlurcs  of  familiar  manners,  and  preferve  popular  cus- 
toms. In  this  light,  at  leaft,  Barklay's  Ship  of  Fools, 
which  is  a  general  fatire  on  the  times,  will  be  found  enter- 
taining. Nor  muft  it  be.  denied,  that  his  language  is  more 
cultivated  than  that  of  many  of  his  cotemporaries,  and  that 
he  contributed  his  fliare  to  the  improvement  of  the  Englifh 
phrafeology.  His  author,  Sebaftian  Brandt,  appears  to  have 
been,  a  man  of  univerfal  erudition ;  and  his  work,  for  the 
moft  part,  is  a  tiffue  of  citations  from  the.  ancient  poets  and 
hiftorians. 

Barklay's  other  pieces  are  the  Mirrour  of  Good  Manners^ 
and  five  Egloges'*. 

The  Mirrour  is  a  tranflation  from  a  Latin  elegiac  poem, 
written  in  the  year  15 16,  by  Dominic  Mancini  De  quatuor 
ViRTUTiBus.     It  is  in  the.  balladrftanza*.     Our  tranflator, 


*  He  alfo  vtTOtti  The  figure  of^r  mother 
My  church  otprejfed  by  the  French  ktng^ 
printed  for  Pinfon,  4to. — Anfiwer  to  John 
Skelton  the  Poet, — The  Lives  o/S.  Catha^ 
rine^  S.  Margaret,  and  St.  EtbeUred. — The 
Life  of  S»  George,  from  Mantusn  :  dedi- 
cated to  N.  Weft  biftiop  of  Ely,  and  writ- 
ten while  our  author  was  a  monk  of  Ely. 
— Z)/  Prcnuffttatione  Gallica,  ]iAin  Palf- 
grave,  a  polite  fcholar,  and  an  eminent 
pieceptour  of  the  French  language  about 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  and  one  of 
the  firit  who  publifhed  in  Englifli  a  gram- 
mar or  fyftem  of  rules  for  teaching  that 
language,  fays  in  Mx^  V  Eclair cijfement  de 
la  language  Francois,  addrefled  to  Henry 
the  eightn,  and  printed  (fol.  Lond.)  in 
1530,  that,  our  audior .  Barklay  wrote  a 
t£a6t  on  this  fubjedt  at  the  command  of 
Thomas  dukfc  of  Norfolk.  —  The  famous 
Cronycle  of  the  l^'arre  njubich  the  Romans 
bad  agaynft  Jugurth  ufurper  of  the  kyngdom 
of  Numidy  : .  nvbich  cronycle  is  compyhd  in 
Latyn  by  the  renonvned  Pomayn  Salluft,  And 
tranflated  into  Englijhe  by  Syr  Alexan- 
DJBR  Barclay,  preefi,  at  the  commaund- 
menti  of  the  hye  and  mighty  prince  Thomas 
duke  of  Norfolk,  In  two  editions,  by  Pin- 
lb&«.of  this  work,  both  in  folio,  and  in 


the  publit  libiary  at  Cambridge,  the  Latin 
and  Englifh  arc  printed  together.  The 
Latin  is  dedicated  to  Vcfry  biftiop  of  Exe- 
ter, and  dated  *'  ex  Ccllula  Hatfeld  regi* 
r/.  e.  Kings  Hatfield,  Hert.v  *d(hire]  iii.  id» 
Novemb:"  A' new  edit|on,  without  the 
Latin  and  the  two  dedications,  was  printed 
by.J.Waley,  1557*  J^io.-^Orationes  *uaria* 
^De  fide  Orthodoxa.—To  thfcfe  ladd,' 
what  does  not  deferve  mention  in  the  text, 
a  poem  tranflated  frt)m  the  French,  called 
The  Cast  EL.  of  Laboure,  luherein  is 
riches,  *vertue,  and  honor,,  It  is  of  fome 
length;  and  an  allegory ;  in  which  Lady. 
Reason  conquers  Defpair,  Poverty,  and 
other  evils,  which  attend  a  poor  man.  lately^ 
married.  The  Prologue  begin?,  "  Yemor- 
"  tal  people  that  denre  to  obtayne."  The 
poem  begins,  "  In  mufyng  an  evenyngc 
•*  with  me  was  none."  Printed  for  Wyn- 
ken  de  Worde,  IC06.  4to.  And  again  by 
Pinfon,  without  date.  4to.  In  feven-line4. 
ftanzas.  By  miftake  I  have  mentioned  thir 
piece  as  anonymous,  fupr.  p.  200. 

«  Printed  as  above,  1 570.  fol.  And  by- 
•Pinfon,  at  the  command  of  Riduwrd. carK 
of  Kent.  Without  date,  4to.  The  Latin* 
elegiacs  are  printed  in  the  margin*  which, 
have  been  frequently  printed.    At  BafiU 
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as  appears  by  the  addrcfs  prefixed,  had  been  requefted  by  fir 
Giles  Alyngton  to  abridge,  or  modernife,  Gower's  Confessio 
Amantis.  But  the  poet  declined  this  undertaking,  as  un- 
fuitable  to  his  age,  infirmities,  and  profcfliionj  and  chofe 
rather  to  oblige  his  patron  with  a  grave  fyftem  of  ethics. 
It  is  certain  that  he  made  a  prudent  choice.  The  perfor- 
mance fhews  how  little  qualified  he  was  to  correft  Gower. 

Our  author's  Egloges,  I  believe,  are  the  firft  that  ap- 
peared in  the  Englifti  language  ^  They  are,  like  Petrarch's 
and  Mantuan's  *,  of  the  moral  and  fatirical  kind ;  and  con- 
tain but  few  touches  of  rural  defcription  and  bucolic  image- 
ry. They  feem  to  have  been  written  about  the  year  15 14'. 
The  three  firft  are  paraphrafed,  with  very  large  additions, 
from  the  MisERiiE  Curialium  of  Eneas  Sylvius*,  and  treat 
of  the  Miferyes  of  Courtiers  and  Courtes  of  all  Princes  in  general. 
The  fourth,  in  which  is  introduced  a  long  poem  in  ftanzas, 
called  the  I'ower  of  Vertue  and  Honour '',  of  the  behaviour  of 
riche  men  agaynji^^etes.  The  fifth,  of  the  difputation  of  citizetts 
and  men  of  the  country.  Thefe  paftorals,  if  they  deferve  the 
name,   contain  many  allufions  to  the  times.    The  poet  is 

1543,     At  Antwerp,    1559.     Wth  the  *   Becaufe  he   praifes  "  noble  Henry 

epigram  of  Peter  Carmclian  annexed.  And  *^vi\iidtkiiovi4lepartedlate**    Afterwards 

often  before.    Laftly,  at  the  end  of  Mar-  he  falls  into  a  lon^  panegyric  on  his  fuc- 

"^iKi  Braccartnfij  Formula  homftit  Vtt^^  ceHbur  Henry  the  eighth.     Eg  log.  i.    Aj 

Helmflad.  1691.  8vo.    They  are  dedicated  he  does  in  the  Ship   op   Foolis,  foL 

'^  Prederico  Severinati  epifcopo  Mallea-  205.  a.  where  he  fays» 

"  cenfi/'    They  firft  appeared  at  Leipfic,  _, .       . ,              ,     .       ,        .     ^ 

115 16.     See  Trithemius,^onccming  kno-  ^his  m)ble  pnnce  beginncth  vertuoufly 

xitx  of  his  poems,  Mancini's,  De  paffiom  Byjufticeandpme  his  realme  to  mayntaync. 

domni,  cap.  99c.  jj^  j,^^  ^^^  ^it  may  retake  Jenifalcm 

'Pnnted  as  above,  1570,  fol.    F^ft,  I  f^^  ^^  t^^,^       and  compart  him  to 

behcve,  by  Humphry  Powell.  4to.  With-  Hercules,  AchiUes,  &c. 
out  date.    Perhaps  about  1 550. 

«  Whom  he  mentions,  fpcaking  of  Ec-  *  That  is  pope  Pius  the  fccond,  whja 

LOGBs.     Eglog.  1.    Prol.  died  in  X4J64.     This  piece  is  among  his 

-,.,.,                        •     ,   .          .  Epistles,    ibme  of  which    arc   called 

And  m  like  maner,  nowe lately  m  our dayes,  TraAs.    Epist.  cl vi. 
Hath  other  poetes  attempted  the  fame  wayes. 

As  the  moft  famous  Baptift  Mantuan  "^  It  is  properly  an  elcgv  on  the  death  of 

The  beft  of  that  fort  fmce  poets  firft  began,  the  ddcc  of  Norfolk,  lord  high  admiral. 
And  Fraonds  Petrarkc  alfo  in  Italy,  icz. 

prolix 
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prolix  in  his  praifes  of  Alcock  bifhop  of  El)r,  and  founder 
pf  Jefus  college  in  Cambridge  ^. 

Yes  (ince  his  dayes  a  cocke  was  in  the  fen ', 
I  knowe  his  voyce  among  a  thoufand  men  : 
He  laught,  he  preached,  he  mended  every  wrong; 
But,  Coridon,  alas  no  good  thing  bideth  long ! 
He  All  was  a  Cock  ",  he  wakened  us  from  flepe. 
And  wjiile  we  flumbered,  he  did  our  foldes  kepe* 
No  cur,  no  foxes,  nor  butchers  dogges  wood. 
Could  hurte  our  fouldes,  his  watching  was  fo  good. 
The  hungry  wolves,  which  that  time  did  abounde, 
What  time  he  crowed ",  abafhed  at  the  founde. 
This  cocke  was  no  more  abafhed  of  the  foxe. 
Than  is  a  lion  abafhed  of  an  oxe. 


^  Tlus  very  learned  and  munificent  pre- 
bcp  defervedlv  poiTefTed  fome  of  the  higtiefl 
dignities  in  church  and  (late.  He  was  ap- 
pointed biihop  of  Ely  in  i486.  He  died 
at  Wifbicfay  1501.  See  Whart.  Ancl. 
Sacr.  i.  675.  80 1.  381.  Roffe  fays,  that 
he  was  tutor  to  prince  Edward »  afterwards 
Edward  the  fifth,  but  removed  by  the  king*s 
vnde  Richard.  Roffe,  I  think,  is  the  only 
hifiorian  who  records  this  anecdote.  Hist. 
Rbg.  Angl.  p.  212.  edit.  Heam. 

^  The  ifle  of  Ely. 

■  Alcock. 

■  Among  Wren's  manufcript  CoUedions, 
(Regiftr.  parv.  Confiftorii  Elienfis,  called 
the  Black  Book.)  the  following  curious 
memorial,  concerning  a  long  fermon  preach- 
ed by  Alcock  at  iaint  Mary's  in  Cam- 
bridge^  occun.  "  L  Alcock,  divina  ^ra* 
**  tia  epifcopui  Elienfis  prima  die  donuni- 
**  ca,  1488,  bonum  et  hlamlum  (ermonem 
**  prsedicavit  in  ecclefia  B.  Maris  Canta- 
•*  orig.  qui  incepit  in  hora  prima  poft  me- 
**  ridiem  et  duravit  in  horam  tertiam  et 
**  ultra."  He  fometimes,  and  even  in  the 
epifcopal  character,  condefcended  to  fport 
wkh  his  own  name.  He  publiihed  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  clergy  afifembled  at  Barnwell, 
iiiiderthetitleofGAi.Lx  QKHTViadcdnfra- 

Vol.  II. 


tres/uos  curates  infynodo  apud  BamwoelU  25 
Sept.  1498.  To  which  is  annexed  his  Con- 
stitution for  celebrating  certain  feafts  in 
his  diocefe.  Printed  for  Pbfon,  1498.  4to. 
In  the  beginning  is  the  figure  of  the  bifhop 
preaching  to  his  clergy,  with  two  cocks  on 
each  fide.  And  there  is  a  cock  in  the  firft 
page.  By  the  way,  Alcock  wrote  many 
other  pieces.  The  Hill  of  Pbrpbcti- 
ON,  from  the  Latin.  For  Pinfon,  1497* 
4to.  For  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1497.  4to, 
Again,  for  the  fame,  1501*  4to.  Thb 
Abbt  OP  THE  Holy  Ghost  that  Jhall 
be  foun.ied  and  grounded  in  a  clear  con/cience^ 
in  ^wbicb  abbey  Jhall  dtvell  fwenty  and  nine 
ladies  gb  ft ly.  For  the  fame,  1531.  410. 
Anin,  for  the  fame,  without  date,  but 
before  1500.  4to.  At  the  end,  "Thus 
"  endeth  without  boft.  The  Abby  of  the 
«  holi  goft."  [See  MSS.  Harl.  5272.  3. 
—  1704.  9.  fol.  32.  b.  AndMSS.C.C.C. 
Oxon.  155.  And  MSS.  More,  191*] 
Spousagb  of   a  Virgin   to  Christ, 

1486.410.      H0MELI.«  VULCARES.    Mb- 

DiTATiONES  piA.  A  fragment  of  a  Com- 
ment upon  the  Seven  Penitential 
Psalms,  in  Englifh  vcrfc,  is  fuppofed  to 
be  by  bifhop  Alcock,  MSS.  Harl.  1704. 
4.  fol.  13. 

K  k  When 
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When  he  went,  faded  the  floure  of  al  the  fen  j 

I  boldly  fweare  this  cocke  trode  never  hen ! 

Alcock,  while  living,  erefted  a  beautiful  fepulchral  chapel 
in  his  cathedral,  ftill  remaining,  but  miferably  defaced.  To 
which  the  fhepherd  alludes  in  the  lines  that  follow : 

This  was  the  father  of  thinges  paftorall. 

And  that  well  Iheweth  his  cathedrall. 

There  was  I  lately,  aboute  the  midft  of  May : 

Coridon,  his  church  is  twenty  fith  more  gay 

Then  all  the  churches  between  the  fame  and  Kent ; 

There  fawe  I  his  tombe  and  chapel  excellent. — 

Our  parifhe  church  is  but  a  dongeon 

To  that  gay  churche  in  comparifon. — 

When  I  fawe  his  figure  lye  in  the  chapel  fide,  &c  •. 

In  another  place  he  thus  reprefents  the  general  lamentation 
for  the  death  of  this  worthy  prelate:  and  he  rifes  above 
himfelf  in  defcribing  the  fympathy  of  the  towers,  arches, 
vaults,  and  images,  of  Ely  monaftery. 

The  pratie  palace  by  him  made  in  the  fen ', 
The  maides,  widowes,  the  wives,  and  the  men. 
With  deadly  dolour  were  pearfed  to  the  hearte. 
When  death  conftraynd  this  fhepherd  to  departe. 
Corne,  grafle,  and  fieldes,  mourned  for  wo  and  payne. 
For  oft  his  prayer  for  them  obtayned  rayne. 
The  pleafaunt  floures  for  him  faded  eche  one. — 
The  okes,  elmes :  every  forte  of  dere  ^ 
Shrunke  under  fhadowes,  abating  all  their  chere. 

®  Egloc.  i.  Signat.  A.  iii.  Rattes  and  myfe  and  fuch  fma]  dtre 

P  He  rebuilt,  or  greatly  improved,  the  Wks  his  meate  that  feven  yere. 

epif<»pal  palace  at  Ely.  VfYitnct  Shakefpeai*  took,   as  Dr.  Peicy 

^   1  Beafb,  q««^*J>f  ^^i^^"S^  ha.  obferved.   ^ell-known  diftich  i 

m  the  romance  of  Syr  Bbvis,  Signat.  themadmaniDKiKoLEAH^AcT.iiL  Sc4. 

*^*"-  Mice 
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The  mightic  walles  of  Ely  monaftery. 

The  ftones,  rockes,  and  towres  femblably. 

The  marble  pillours,  and  images  eche  one, 

Swete  all  for  forrowe,  when  this  cocke  was  gone,  &c '. 

It  fliould  be  remembered,  that  thefc  paftorals  were  probably 
written  while  our  poet  was  a  monk  of  Ely :  and  although 
Alcock  was  then  dead,  yet  the  memory  of  his  munificence 
and  piety  was  recent  in  the  monaftery  *. 

Speaking  of  the  dignity  and  antiquity  of  (hepherds,  and 
particularly  of  Chrift  at  his  birth  bdng  fir  ft  feen  by  fhep- 
herds,  he  feems  to  defcribe  fome  large  and  fplendid  pifture  of 
the  Nativity  painted  on  the  walls  of  Ely  cathedral. 

I  fawe  them  myfelfe  well  pa/hted  on  the  wall, 
Late  gafing  upon  our  churche  cathedrall : 
I  faw  great  wethers,  in  pifture,  and  fmall  lambes, 
Daunfmg,  fome  fleping,  fome  fucking  of  their  dams ; 
And  fome  on  the  grounde,  mefemad,  lying  ftill : 
Then  fawe  I  horfemen  appendant  of  an  hill ; 
And  the  three  kings,  with  all  their  company, 
Their  crownes  gliftering  bright  and  oriently, 
With  their  prefents  and  giftes  mifticall : 
All  this  behelde  I  in  pifture  on  the  wall '; 


Mice  and  rats  and  fuch  fmall  deer$  And  ftiepheard  Mo  re  ton,  when  he  durft 

Have  been  Tom's  food  for  feven  long  yeere.  not  appesdv, 

Howe  his  olde  fervauntes  were  carefuU  of 

It  cannot  now  be  donbted,  that  Shakefpeare  his  chere  ; 

in  this  paiTaee  wrote  deer^  inflead  of  geer  In  payne  and  pleafour  they  kept  fidelitie, 

or  cheer^   which  have  hctn  conjedtorally  Till  grace  agayne  gave  him  authoritie,  &c. 

fiibfUtuted  by  his  commentators.  ^^j  ^gain,  Egl.  iiii. 

'  Eg l.  iii.  Micene  [Mccenas]  and  Mor eton  be  deade 

•  He  alfo  compliments  Alcock's  prede-  ^^  gon«  certaine. 

ceflbur  Moreton,  afterwards  archbiihop  of  The  Deane  of  Ponies,   1  fuppofe  dean 

Canterbury:  not  withoat  an  allufion  to  his  Colet,  is  cdebraCed  as  a  preacher^  ibid. 

*^troobles»  and  refloration  to  ^vour,  under  As  is,   **  The  olde  friar  that  wonned  in 

Richard  the  third  and  Henry  the  feventh.  **  Greenwich/*    Egl.  v. 

EoL.  iii.  <  EcL.  v. 


K  k  2  Virgil's 
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Virgirs  poems  are  thus  charafterifed,  in  fome  of  the  bcft 
turned  lines  we  find  in  thefe  paftorals  : 

He  funge  of  fieldes,  and  tilling  of  the  grounde. 
Of  fhepe  and  oxen,  and  battayle  did  he  founde  j 
So  fhrille  he  founded  in  termes  eloquent 
I  trowe  his  tunes  went  to  the  firmament  \ 

He  gives  us  the  following  idea  of  the  (ports,  fpeftacles^ 
and  pleafures,  of  his  age. 

Some  men  deliteth  beholding  men  to  fight. 

Or  goodly  knightes  in  pleafaunt  apparayle, 

Or  ftiirdie  fouldiers  in  bright  harnes  and  male  ".— 

Some  glad  is  to  fee  thefe  ladies  beauteous, 

Goodly  appoynted  in  clothing  fumpteous : 

A  number  of  people  appoynted  in  like  wife  ^ 

In  coftly  clothing,  after  the  neweft  gife ; 

Sportes,  difgifing  %  fayre  courfers  mount  and  praunce. 

Or  goodly  ladies  and  knightes  fing  and  daunce : 

To  fee  fayre  houfcs,  and  curious  pifture, 

Or  pleafaunt  hanging  %  or  fumpteous  vefture. 

Of  filke,  of  purpure,  or  golde  mofte  orient. 

And  other  clothing  divers  and  excellent : 

Hye  curious  buildinges,  or  palaces  royall. 

Or  chapelSj  temples  fayre  and  fubftanciall. 

Images  graven,  or  vaultes  curious  * ; 

Gardeyns,  and  meadowes,  or  places  *  delicious, 

Forefts  and  parkes  well  furnilhed  with  dere. 

Cold  pleaufant  ftreames,  or  welles  fayre  and  clere> 

Curious  cundytes,  &c  *. 

*  Egl.  it.  ^  Roofs,  corionfly  vaulted* 
^  Armour  and  coats  of  mail                            '  Houfes,  Seats. 

y  Apparelled  in  uiifinrm*  '  Egl.  ii.    I  ihall  here  throvir  togediey 

*  Mafqoes,  &c.  ki  the  Notes,  fome  traits  in  thefe  Eclogues 

*  Tapefify.  of  the  common  cuftoms  and  manners  of 

the 
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We  have  before  feen,  that  our  author  and  Skelton  were 
rivals.  He  alludes  to  Skelton,  who  had  been  laureated  at 
Oxford,  in  the  following  lines. 


the  times.  A  ihepherd,  after  mentioning 
his  fkill  in  (hooting  birds  with  a  bow,  fays, 
Egl.  i. 

No  ihephearde  throtveththe  axletne  fo  farre. 
A  gallant  is  thus  defcribedy  Egl.  ii. 

For  women  ufe  to  love  them  moft  of  all. 

Which  boldly  boflcth»  or  that  can  fing  and 
jet; 

Whiche  hath  the  maiftry  oftimes  in  tourna- 
ment. 

Or  that  can  gambaold,  or  dance  feat  and 
gent. 

The  following  forts  of  wine  are  recited, 
Egl.  ii. 

As  mufcaddly  caprike,  romney,  and  mal- 

mefy. 
From  Genoe  brought,  from  Greece,    or 

Hungary. 

As  are  the  dainties  of  the  table,  ibid. 
A  fhepherd  at  court  mufl  not  think  to  eat> 

—  Swanne,  nor  heron, 
Cnrlewe,  nor  crane.  — — 

Ag^,  ibid. 

What  fi(he  is  of  favour  fwete  and  delicious,— 
Rofted  or  fodden  in  fwete  herbes  or  wine ; 
Or  fried  in  oyle,  moft  faporous  and  fine.— • 

—  The  paflics  of  a  hart. 

The  crane,  the  fefaunt,  the  pecocke,  and 

cnrlewe, 
The  partriche,  plover,  bittorn,  and  heron- 

fewe: 

Seafoned  fo  well  in  licour  redolent. 

That  the  hall  is  full  of  pleafant  imell  and 

fent. 

At  a  feaft  at  court,  ibid. 

Slowe  be  the  (ewers  in  (erving  in  alway, 
9at  fwift  be  they  after,  taking  the  meate 

away : 
A  fpeciall  cuflom  is  ufed  them  amonge. 
No  good  di(he  to  fuffer  on  borde  to  be  long : 
If  the  di(he  be  pleafaunt,  eyther  fleihe  or 

fi(he, 
Tcphanda  at  once  fwarme  in  the  c&flie: 


And  if  it  be  flefhe  ten  knives  (hall  thou  fee 
Mangling  the  fleflie,  and  in  th6  platter  flee : 
To  put  there  thy  handes  is  perill  without 

fayle. 
Without  a  gauntlet  or  els  a  glove  of  maylc. 

The  two  laft  lines  remind  us  of  a  fay- 
ing of  Quin,  who  declared  it  was  not  fate 
to  fit  down  to  a  turtle-feall  in  one  of  the 
city-halls,  without  a  bafkct-hilted  knife 
and  fork.  Not  that  I  fuppofe  Qam  bor- 
rowed his  bon  mots  from  bJa!ck  letter  books* 

The  following  lines  point  out  fome  of 
the  fedive  tales  of  our  anceftors.  Egl.  iv. 

Yet  would  I  gladly  heare  fome  mery  pit 
Of  Mayde  Marian,  or  els  of  Robin  Hood  ^ 
Or  Bentley's  Ale  which  chafeth  well  the 

blood. 
Of  Perteof  Norwich,  orfauce  ofWilberton, 
Or  buckifh  Toby  well-fbiffed  as  a  ton. 

He  mentions  Bent1ey*s  Ale^  which  maketb 
me  to  nuinkey  Egl.  ii. 

Some  of  our  antient  domeftic  pa(times 
and  amufements  are  recorded,  Egl.  iv. 

Then   is  it  pfeafure  the  yonge  maydens 

amonge 
To  watche  by  the  fire  the  winter-nightcs 

long: 

And  in  the  a(hes  fome  playes  for  to  marke. 
To  cover  wardens  [pears]  for  faolte  of  other 

warke: 
To  tofte  white  ihevers>  and  to  make  pro- 

phitroles ; 
And,  aftir  talking,  oftimes  to  fill  the  bowles>. 

ice. 

He  mentions  fome  muiical  indruments^ 
Egl.  ii* 

— Methinkes  no  mirth  is  fcant. 

Where  no  rejoyiing  of  minftrelfie  doth  want : 
The  bagpipe  or  ficMie  to  us  is  delc6Uble,  &c. 

And  the  mercantile  commodities  of  di£* 
ferent  countries  and  cities,  Egl.  iv. 

England  hath  cloth,  Bordcus  hath  (lore  ef 

wine, 
Comwalle  hath  tinne,  and  Lymfter  woolen 

fine. 

Londoi^ 
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Then  is  he  decked  as  poete  laureate, 

When  (linking  Thais  made  him  her  graduate:  — 

If  they  have  fmelled  the  artes  trivial/. 

They  count  them  poets  bye  and  heroicair . 

TheTowRE  OP  Vertub  and  Honour,  introduced  as  a  fong 
of  one  of  the  fhepherds  into  thefe  paftorals,  exhibits  no  very 
mafterly  ftrokcs  of  a  fublime  and  inventive  fancy.  It  has 
much  of  the  trite  imagery  ufually  applied  in  the  fabrication 
of  thefe  ideal  edifices.  It,^  however,  fhews  our  author  in  a 
new  walk  of  poetry.  This  magnificent  tower,  or  caftle,  is 
built  on  inaccefllble  cliflFs  of  flint :  the  walls  are  of  gold, 
bright  as  the  fun,  and  decorated  with  olde  hijloryes  and  pictures 
manyfolde:  the  turrets  are  beautifully  (haped.  Among  its 
heroic  inhabitants  are  king  Henry  the  eighth,  Howard  duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury.  Labour  is  the 
porter  at  the  gate,  and  Virtue  governs  thehoufe.  Labour 
is  thus  piflured,  with  fome  degree  of  fpirit. 

FearfulLi^  Labour,  without  favour  at  all, 
Dreadfull  of  vifage,  a  monfter  intraftable ; 
Like  Cerberus  lying  at  gates  infernall ; 
To  fome  men  his  looke  is  halfe  intoUerable, 
His  flioulders  large  for  burden  flrong  and  able. 
His  bodie  briftled,  his  necke  mightie  and  ftifFe ; 
By  fturdie  finewes  his  joynts  ftrong  and  ftable. 
Like  marble  ftones  his  handes  be  as  fliffe. 


London  hadi  fcarlet^  and  Briftowepleafaont      Ye  dappe  your  handes  and  Co  the  makinge 
red»  &c  harke. 

And  one  fay  to  another,  lo  here  a  proper 
Of  fongs  at  feaftt,  Ecl.  it.  warke. 


He  fays  that  minftreh  and  (inge^s  are 

ighly  favon 

fthc  Frtnch 

^ ^ „ ,       _Jid  /'>^r/,  E 

If  they  be  merry,  or  written  craftely,  '  Eol.  it. 


When  your  fat  dUheft  finoke  hot  upon  your      highly  favoured  at  court,  efpecially  thofe 
table,  ofthe  Frwrr/J^)^.  Ecl.  ii.     Alfo  jitgiUrs 

Then  laode  ye  fonges  and  balades  raagnifie,      and  Pjp^rsy^  Egl.  iv. 


Here 
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Here  muft  man  vanquifli  the  dragon  of  Cadmus, 
Gainft  the  Chimcre  here  ftoutly  muft  he  fight ; 
Here  muft  he  vanquifli  the  fearful!  Pegafus, 
For  the  golden  flece  here  muft  he  fhewe  his  might : 
If  Labour  gainfay,  he  can  nothing  be  right : 
This  monfter  Labour  oft  changeth  his  figure. 
Sometime  an  oxe,  a  bore,  or  lion  wight, 
.Playnely  he  feemeth  thus  changeth  liis  nature* 

Like  as  Protheus  ofte  changeth  his  ftature. 

Under  his  browes  he  dreadfully  doth  lowre 
With  gliftering  eyes,  and  fide-dcpendant  beard. 
For  thirft  and  hunger  alway  his  chere  is  foure. 
His  horned  forehead  doth  make  faynt  hearts  afeard» 

Alway  he  drinketh,  and  yet  alway  is  drye, 
^     The  fweat  diftilling  with  droppes  abundant,  &c. 

The  poet  adds,  that  when  the  noble  Howard  had  long 
boldly  contended  with  this  hideous  monfter,  had  broken  the 
bars  and  doors  of  the  caftle,  had  bound  the  porter,  and  was 
now  preparing  to  afcend  the  tower  of  Virtue  and  Honour, 
Fortune  and  Death  appeared,  and  interrupted  his  progrefs  ^ 

The  firft  modern  Lat^n  Bucolics  are  thofe  of  Petrarch,  in 
number  twelve,  written  about  the  year  1350*.  The  Eclo- 
gues of  Mantuan,  our  author's  model,  appeared  about  the 
year  1400,  and  were  followed  by  many  others*  Their  number 
multiplied  fo  foon,  that  a  coUeftion  of  thirty-eight  modem 
bucolic  poets  in  Latin  was  printed  at  Bafil,  in  the  year  1 546  ^. 
Thefe  writers  judged  this  indireft  and  difguifed  mode  of 
dialogue,  confifting  of  fimple  characters  which  fpoke  freely 
and  plainly,  the  moft  fafe  and  convenient  vehicle  for  abufing 

•  Egl.  iv.  »»  Viz,  xxxviii.  Authored  BucoLict^ 

Mbid.  Bafil.  1546.  Svo. 

t  BVCOLICO&VM  ECLOGJE  XX2» 

the 
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the  corruptions  of  the  church.  Mantuan  became  fo  popular, 
as  to  acquire  the  eftimation  of  a  claffic,  and  to  be  taught  in 
fchools.  Nothing  better  proves  the  reputation  in  which  this 
writer  was  held,  than  a  fpeech  of  Shakefpeare's  pedant,  the 
pedagogue  Holofernes.  "  Faujlcy  precor^  gelida  quando  pecin 
"  omne  fub  ulmo  *,  and  fo  forth.  Ah,  good  old  Mantuan  ! 
**  I  may  fpeak  of  thee,  as  the  traveller  doth  of  Venice,  Z^/- 
*'  negia^  Vinegia^  chi  non  te  veJiy  ei  non  te  pregia.  Old  Man- 
•*  TUAN !  Old  Mantuan  !  Who  underftandeth  thee  not, 
*'  loveth  thee  not  *"."  But  although  Barklay  copies  Mantuan, 
the  recent  and  feparate  publication  in  England  of  Virgil's  bu- 
colics, by  Wynkyn  de  Worde ',  might  partly  fugged  the 
new  idea  of  this  kind  of  poetry. 

With  what  avidity  the  Italian  and  French  poets,  in  theii: 
refpeflive  languages,  entered  into  this  fpecies  of  compofition, 
when  the  rage  of  Latin  verfification  had  fubfided,  and  for 
the  purpofes  above-mentioned,  is  an  inquiry  referved  for  a 
future  period.  I  fhall  only  add  here,  that  before  the  clofe 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  Virgil's  bucolics  were  tranflated 
into  Italian",  by  Bernardo  Pulci,  Foffa  de  Cremona,  Beni- 
vieni,  and  Fiorini  Buoninfegni. 

*  One  of  Mantnan's  lines.     Farnaby  in  Maroniani  operis  iommendath.     Die  *ver9 

his   Pre&ce  to  Mardal  fays,    that  Faufte  viii  Aprilis.  410.     And  they  were^  reprint* 

precfT  gelida t  was  too  often  preferred  to  ed  by  the  fame,  15 14,  and  1516.  " 

Arma  nfirumque  cano.    I  think  there  is  an  ">  Viz.  La  Bucolica   di  Virgilio 

old  black  letter  tranflation  of  Mantoan  into  per  Fratrem  Evangelillam  Fossa  de  Cre- 

Engiiih.    Another  tranflation  appeared  by  mona  ord.  fervorum.    JnVenezia,  1494* 

one  Thomas  Harvey>    i6;6.      Mantnan  4to.    But  thirteen  vears  earlier  we  find, 

was  diree  times  printed  in  England  before  Bernardo  Pulci  nella  Bucolica  di  Vir- 

the  year  1600.  Viz.  B.  Mantuani  Carme-  gilio:    di  Jeronimo  Benivieni,  Jacopo 

lits  theolc^i  Adolsscentia  feoBuco-  Fiorino  Buoninfegni  de  Sienna:  Epiftole 

LiCA.    With  the  commentary  of  Jodocus  di  Luca  Pulci.  In  Firenze,  per  Bartolomeo 

Badios.  Excud.  G.  Dewes  andH.  Marfhe,  Mifcomini,   1484.     A  dedication  is  per- 

1584.   i2mo.     Again,  for  the  fame,  the  fixed,  by  which  it  appears,  that  Buonin* 

fame  year,    i2mo.      Again,    for   Robert  fegni  wrote  a  Piscatory  Eclogue,  the 

Dexter,  1598.  i2mo.  With  Arguments  to  firft  ever  written  in  Italy,  in  the  year  1468. 

the  Eclogues,  and  Notes  by  John  Mur-  There  was  a  fecond  edition  of  Pulci's  ver- 

snelius,  &c.  fion.  La  Bucolica  di  Viroilio  tra- 

-^  Love's  Lab.  L.    Act  iv.  Sc.  3.  dotta  per  Bernardo  Pulci  con  TElegie. 

^  Bucolica  Virgilii  cum  commento  In  Fiorenza,  1^94. 
familiari*    At  the  end,  Ad  jwvenes  bujus 

SECT. 
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SECT.        VIII. 

IT  is  not  the  plan  of  this  work  to  comprehend  the  Scotch 
poetry.  But  when  I  confider  the  clofe  and  national  con- 
nedlion  between  England  and  Scotland  in  the  progrefs  of 
manners  and  literature,  I  am  fenfible  I  fhould  be  guilty  of  a 
piartial  and  defeftive  r^refentation  of  the  poetry  of  the 
former,  was  I  to.  omit  in  my  feries  a  few  Scotch  writers,  who 
have  adorned  the  prefent  period,  with  a  degree  of  fentiment 
-and  fpirit,  a  command  of  phrafeology,  and  a  fertility  of 
iimagination,  not  to  be  found  in  any  Englifh  poet  fince 
Chaucer  and  Lydgate:  more  efpecially  as  they  have  left 
ftriking  fpecimens  of  allegorical  invention,  a  fpecies  of  com- 
pofition  which  appears  to  have  been  for  forae  time  almoft 
totally  extinguiftied  in  England. 

The  fkft  I  fhall  mention  is  William  Dunbar,  a  native  of 
Salton  in  Eaft  Lothian,  about  the  year  1470.  His  moft  ce- 
lebrated poems  are  The  Thistle  and  the  Rose,  and  the 
Golden  Terge. 

The  Thistle  and  the  Rose  was  occafioned  by  the  mar- 
riage of  James  the  fourth,  king  of  Scotland,  with  Margaret 
Tudor,  eldeft  daughter  of  Henry  the  feventh,  kiifg  of 
England :  an  event,  in  which  the  whole  future  political  ftatc 
of 'both  nations  was  vitally  interefted,  and  which  ultimately 
p/oduced  the  union  of  the  two  crowns  and  kingdoms.  It 
was  finiftied  on  the  ninth  day  of  May  in  the  year  1503, 
nearly  three  months  before  the  arrival  of  the  queen  in  Scot  - 
land:  whofe  progrefs  from  Richmond  to  Edinburgh  was 
attended  with  a  greater  magnificence  of  parade,  proceffions, 
and  fpe6lacles,  than  I  ever  remember  to  have  feen  on  any 
fimilar  occafion  *.     It  may  be  pertinent  to  premife,  that  Mar-' 

*  See  a  memoir,  cited  above,  in  Leland's      <hat  daring  this  expedition  there  wai  in  the 

Coll.  tom.  iii.  Append,  edit.  1770.  p.       magnificent  fuite  of  the  princefs  a  company 

J65.     It  is  worthy  of  particular  notice,      of  players,  under  the>dirf£tion  of  one  John 

Vol.  II.  LI  InglUh. 
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garet  was  a  lingular  patronefs  of  the  Scotch  poetry,  now  be- 
ginning to  flourifh.  Her  bouncy  is  thus  celebrated  by 
Stewart  of  Lome,  in  a  Scotch  poem,  called  Lerges  of  this. 
New  yeir  day,  written  in  the  year  1527. 

Grit  god  relief  **  Margaret  our  qucnc! 
For  and  fcho  war  and  fcho  has  bene  • 

Scho  wold  be  larger  of  lufray  ^ 
Than  all  the  laif  that  I  of  mcne  % 

For  lerges  '  of  this  new- yeir  day*. 

Dunbar's  Thistle  and  Rose  is  opened  with  the  follow-^ 
ing  ftanzas,  which  are  remarkable  for  thcu*  defcriptive  and 
piAuref(;[ue  beauties. 

Quhen  ^  Merche  was  with  variand  windis  paft. 

And  Apperyll  had  with  her  filver  fliouris  , 

Tane  leif '  of  Nature,  with  ane  orient  blaft; 

And  lufty  May,  that  muddir  ^  is  of  flouris 

Had  maid  the  birdis  ta  begya  thair  houris ',, 

Inglifliy  who  Is  ibmetiinet  odlcd  Johannes.  Merton  priory  in  Surrev,  in  old  French. 

^  AflMmgetht  4idelordes  and  theqweene  MSS.  Laud,  E.  54.  fol.  105.  b.  BibL 

«<  was  in  order,   Johannes  and  his  com-  BodL  Oxon.    F|t>iilart,  who  is  moft  com^ 

**  panye,  the  menftrells  of  muficke,  8ccJ*  monly  prolijt  in  defcribing  pompous  ccre- 

L267.    See  alfoy.  p.  299.  500.  280.  289,  monies,  might  have  greatly  enriched  his 

the  midft  of  a  moft  Q>Iendid  proceffion,  account  of  the  fame  royal  wedding,  from 

die  princeis  rode  on  hone-back  behind  the  this  valuable  and  authentic  record.     See  his. 

king  into  the  dty  of  Edinburgh,,  p.  287.  CaoN.  torn.  iv.  p.  226.  ch.  78.  6.  penult. 

Afterwards  the  ceremonies  of  this  ftately  Paris,  I574*  ^^-    ^  ^^  Bemers's  Tran- 

marriage  are  defcribed;  which  yet  is  not  flation,  vol.  ii.  f.  275.  cap.  ccxvi.  edit. 

equal,    in  magnificence  and  esq^ence,.  to  Pinfon,  1523.  fol. 
that  of  Richard  the  fecond  with  Ifabell  of  ^  Great  god  help,  kc. 

France,  at  Calab,  in  the  ^ear  1 397.  This  <  If  ihe  continues  to  do  as  (he  has  done* 

laft-mentioned  marriage  is  recorded  with.         *  Bounty.    Fr.  VOffrt. 
Ae  moft  minute  circumftances,  the  dreftes  ^  Any  other  I  could  fpeak  of. 

of  the  king  and  the  new  queen,  the  names  '  Largefs.     Bounty, 

of  the  French  and  Englifli  nobility  who  at-  t  St.  x. 

tended,   the  preients,  one  of  which  is  a  ^  When,    j^  has  the  force  of  ov. 

gdden  cup  ftuddcd  with  jewds,  and  worth  '  Taken  Leave*, 

three  thoufand  pounds,  given  on  both  fides,  ^  Mother. 

the  banquets,  entertainments,  and  a  variety  >  Mattin  oriibn*.    From  H^rtt  in  the 

of  other  curious  particulars,  in  five  lai^ge      mifial.    So  again  in  the  Golden  Tiacs^. 
xeDum  pages,  in.  aa  amifitt  Regifter  oT    St.  ii^    Where  he  idfo  calls  the  birds  tb^ 

cbafil'clarkey 
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Amaiig  the  tendir  odouris  reid  and  quhyt, 
Quhois  harmony  to  heir  it  was  dclyt : 

In  bed  at  nicrrOw  fleiping.as  I  lay, 
Method  Aurora,  with  her  criftall  cnc 
In  at  the  window  lukit  "  by  the  day, 
And  halfit "  me  with  vifage  pale  and  grenc  j 
On  quhois  hand  a  lark  fang,  ifro  the  fplene  % 
^*  Awak,  luvaris  %  out  of  your  flemering "", 
*'  Se  how  the  lufty  morrow  doth  upfpring  1'' 

Methocl  frefhe  May  befoir  my  bed  upftude. 
In  weid  '  depaynt  of  mony  diverfe  hew. 
Sober,  benygn,  and  full  of  manfuetude. 
In  bright  atteir  of  flouris  forgit  new ',  , 
Hevinly  of  color,  quhyt,  reid,  brown,  and  blew» 
Balmit  in  dew,  and  gilt  with  Phebus'  bemys ; 
Quhil  al  thahoufe  illumynit  of  her  lemys*. 

May  then  rebukes  the  poet,  for  not  rifing  early, .  accord- 
ing to  hi«  annual  cuftom,  to  celebrate  the  approach  of  the 
fpring ;  efpecially  as  the  lark  has  now  announced  the  dawn 
of  day,  and  his  heart  in  former  years  had  always,. 


ebapel-clarkes  ef  Venus,   St.  iii.    In  the  tion  occurs  in  Sir  David  Lyndefay's  Coii^ 

Courts   op  Love,   Chaucer  introduces  playnt  op  the  PAPTNco»edit.  utinfr. 

the  birds  Tinging  a  ma6  in  honowof  Maf.  Sign  at.  B«  iiK 

Edit.  Urr.  p.  570-  V.  1 353-  ^q.  Snpiiofe the  «is  and  hcmiis  Md  cry  alarum. 

On  May-day,  when  the  larkc  bcganr  to  ryfe.  And  we  fall  itxvzfioindum  u/um  Sarum,  &c 

To  Mattins  went  the  luftie  nighingale.  »  Looked. 

He  begins  the  fervice  with  £>««>*  laiia.  .  ^.^  "j    y^    Loudly. 

The  eagle  fiRgstherw/tt.    Thepepnigjiy  fLorers 

Cali, warrant.    The  peacock  0»»«r««f-  ,  Slumbering. 

pavtt.    The  owl  Bent Jia/e.    TheTeDeum  r  Atdie 

is  concerted  into  r*  iW  Amo*!*,  and  .  p^^  Chaucer,  Miller's Taii,  v. 

fune  by  the  thrau,  &c  &c    Skelton,  in  ^     ^^ 

theBoKS  OP  Philip  Sparkow,  ridicules  _  ,,'    ,  ,'*.       *  .    n.-  •       ew  l^ 

the  miflal,  in  fuppofing  various  pans  of  it  J.""  brightir  was  the  Ihining  of  hir  hfcwe 

to  be  fung  by  Bids.  p.  226.  edit.  Lond.  Than  in  theTwwethc  noble/*r^^*rw#. 

1719,  izmb.   Miicli  t&e  fiune  fin  of  fie-  '  Brigbtiieft^ 

L  1  2                            —  glaid 
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—    —    —  glaid  and  blifsful  bene 
Sangis  ■  to  mak  undir  the  levis  grene '. 

The  poet  replies,  that  the  fpring  of  the  prefent  year  was  un- 
promifing  and  ungenial ;  unattended  with  the  ufual  fong  of 
birds,  and  ferenity  of  fky:  and  that  ftorms  and  fhoweis,  and 
the  loud  blafts  of  the  horn  of  lord  Eolus,  had  ufurped  her 
mild  dominion,  and  hitherto  prevented  him  from  wandering 
at  leifure  under  the  vernal  branches.  May  rejefts  his  ex- 
cufe,  and  with  a  fmile  of  majefty  commands  him  to  arife, 
and  to  perform  his  annual  homage  to  the  flowers,  the  birds, 
and  the  fun.  They  both  enter  a  delicious  garden,  filled  with 
the  richeft  colours  and  odours.  The  fun  fuddenty  appears 
in  all  his  glory,  and  is  thus  defer ibed  in  the  luminous  lan- 
guage of  Lydgate. 

The  purpour  fone,  with  tendir  bcmys  reid,^ 
In  orient  bricht  as  angell  did  appeir, 
Thorow  goldin  Ikyis  putting  up  his  held, 
Quhois  gilt  treffis  fchone  fo  wondir  cleir, 
That  all  the  world  take  comfort  far  ?ind  neir  ^ 

Immediately  the  birds,  like  the  morning-ftars,  finging  to- 
gether, hail  the  unufual  appearance  of  the  fun-fhine. 

And,  as  the  blifsful  fone  of  cherarchy  % 

The  fowlis  fung  throw  comfort  of  the  licht ; 

The  burddis  did  with  oppin  voices  cry, 

"  O  luvaris,  fo  away  thow  dully  nicht, 

"  And  welcum  day  that  comfortis  every  wicht. 

"^  Songs.  And  makith  it  oot  of  his  ilepe  to  fterte, 

"^  St.  iv.      See  Chaucer's   Knight's       And  fayth,  aryfe,  and  do  May  obfervaunce^. 
Tale,  v.  i042»  p.  9*  Urr.  &c. 

She  was  arifin,  and  all  rcdic  dight,  ^  St.  viii. 

For  May  will  have  no  fluggardy  annight  t  *  The  hierarchy.    See  Job»  ch.  xxxvm. 

The  feafonprikkith  every  gentillherfbi  v..  7.   The  monung-ftars  linging  together^ 

*•  Hail 
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"  Hail  May,  hail  Flora,  hail  Aurora  fchcne, 
"  Hail  princes  Nature^  hail  Venus  luvis  quene  *. 

Nature  is  then  introdticed,  iffuing  her  interdift,  that  the 
progrefs  of  the  fpring  fhould  be  no  longer  interupted,  and 
that  Neptune  and  Eolus  flxould  ceafe  from  diflurbing  the 
waters  and  air. 

Dame  Nature  gaif  an  inhibitioun  thair. 
To  fers  Neptune,  and  Eolus  the  bauld  ^ 
Nocht  to  perturb  the  wattir  nor  the  air ;. 
And  that  no  fchouris ""  nor  blaftis  cawld 
EfFray  fuld  *  floris,  nor  fowlis  on  the  fauld  f 
Scho  bad  eke  Juno  goddes  of  the  (ky 
That  fcbo  the  hevin  fuld  amcne  and  dry  \ 

This  preparation  and  fufpence  are  judicious  and  ingenious ; 
as  they  give  dignity  to  the  fubjeft  of  the  poem,  awaken  our 
curiofity,  and  introduce  many  poetical  circumftances.  Na- 
ture immediately  commands  every  bird,  beaft,  and  flower^ 
to  appear  in  her  prefence ;  and,  as  they  had  been  ufed  to  do 
every  May-mornings  to  acknowledge  her  univerfal  fove- 
reignty.  She  fends  the  roe  to  bring  the  bcafts,  the  fwallow 
to  collect  the  birds,  and  the  yarrow^  to  fummon  the  flowers. 
They  are  affembled  before  her  in  an  inftant.  The  lion  ad- 
vances firft,  whofe  figure  is  drawn  with  great  force  and 
cxpreflion. 

*  St.  ix.  meffage  to  the  flowers ;  but  that  its  name 
^  Bold.                                                           -has  Men  fappofed  to  be  derived  from  Ar* 

•   *  Read  Scbo-u-ris,  rcw,   being   held  a  remedy   for  healing; 

'  Should  hurt.  wounds  inflidted  by  that  weapon.      The 

.«  St.  X.  poet,  to  apologife  for  his  boldnefs  in  per- 

*  TTic  yarrow  is -</r3&/7/rtf,  or  Millefolium,  fonifying  a  plant,  has  added,  ••  full  craf- 
commonly  called  Snt^wort.    There  ii  no  ««  tcly  conjurit  fcho,"  St.  xii» 

leafon  for  fcleaing  this  pUn^  to.  go  ob  a 

This 
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This  awefuU  beift  full  terrible  was  of  chek, 
Perfing  of  luke,  and  ftout  of  countenauce, 
Ryght  ftrong  of  corps,  of  faflbun  fair  but  feir ', 
Lufty  of  (haip,  lycht  of  deliverance,  ^ 
Reid  of  his  cullour  as  the  ruby  glance. 
In  field  of  gold  he  ftude  full  mychtely 
With  ftoure  de  lucis  firculit  ^  luftely  *. 

This  is  an  elegant  and  ingenious  mode  of  blazoning  the 
Scottilh  arms,  which  are  a  lion  with  a  border,  or  treffure, 
adorned  with  flower  de  luces.  We  ihould:  remember,  that 
heraldry  was  ijow  a  fcience  of  high  importance  and  efteera. 
Nature  lifting  up  his  cluviscleiry  or  (hining  claws,  and 
fufFering  him  to  reft  on  her  knee,  crowns  him  with  a 
radiant  diadem  of  precious  ftones,  and  creates  him  the  king 
of  beafts  :  at  the  fame  time  fhe  in  joins  him  to  exercife  juf- 
tice  with  mercy,  and  not  to  fufFer  his  fubjefts  of  the  fmalleft 
fize  or  degree,  to  be  oppreffed  by  thofe  of  fuperiour  ftrength 
and  dignity.  This  part  of  Nature's  charge  to  the  lion,  is 
clofed  with  the  following  beautiful  ftxpke,  which  indicates 
the  moral  tendernqfs  of  the  poet's  heart. 

And  lat  no  bowgle  with  his  bufteous  ^  hornis 
The  meik  pluch  ox  ^  opprefs  for  all  hys  pryd, 
Bot  in  the  y ok  go  peciable  him  befyd"- 

She  next  crowns  the  eagle  king  of  fowls;  and  fharpening 
his  talons  like  darts  of  fteel,  orders  him  to  govern  great  and 
fmall,  the  wren  or  the  peacock,  with  an  uniform  and  equal 
impartiality.  I  need  not  point  out  fo  my  reader  the  politi- 
cal leffpns  couched  under  thcfe  commands.  Nature  now 
calls  the  flowers  i,  and  obferving  the  thiftle  to  be  furrpunded 


f  Fierce.  i^-BoiAefoa^.    Stiopg* 

^  Encircled.  '  P)ch^<kvc% 

^Scxiv.  «St,xw. 

with 


E  N  0  L  I  S  H     P  O  E  T  R  r.  263 

iKrith  a  bu(h  of  fyt^rsy  and  therefore  qualified  for  War,  gives 
hiiii  a  crown  of  rubies,  and  fays,  "  In  field  go  forth  iand 
•*  fend  the  laif.  The  poet  continues  elegantly  to  pifture 
other  parts  of  the  royal  arms ;  in  ordering  the  thiftle,  who 
is  now  king  of  vegetables,  to  prefer  all  herbs,  or  flowers,  of 
tare  virtue,  and  rich  odour  r  nor  ever  to  permit  the  nettle  td 
aflbciate  with  the  flour  de  lys,  nor  any  ignoble  weed  to  be 
ranked  in  competition  with  the  lily-  In  the  next  ftanza, 
where  Nature  direfts  the  thiftle  to  honour  the  role  above 
all  other  flowers,  exclufive  of  the  heraldic  meaning,  out 
author  with  much  addrefs  infinuates  to  kihg  James  the 
fourth  an  exhortation  to  conjugal  fidelity,  drawn  from  the 
high  birth,  beauty,  and  amiable  accomplifhments,  of  thfe 
royal  bride  the  princefs  Margaret  \ 

Nor  hald  no  udir  flower  in  fie  denty  ^ 

As  the  frfefche  Rose,  of  cuUour  reid  and  quhyt ; 

For  gif  thou  dois  \  hurt  is  thyne  honeft.y, 

Confidderipg  that  no  flour  is  fo  perfyt. 

So  full  of  vertew,  pleafans,  and  delyt. 

So  ful  of  blifsfuU  angelick  bewty. 

Imperial  birth,  honour,  and  dignite  \ 

Nature  then  addrefles  the  ro(e,  whom  ftie  calls,  ^^  O  luftf 
•*  daughter  moft  benyng,"  and  whofe  lineage  fhe  exalts  above 
that  of  the  lily.     This  was  a  preference  of  Tudor  to-  Valois^ 

■  Defend  tlic  reft.  **  of  Gabriell  to  die  Virgyne  in  fayingjy 

"  Among  the  pageants  exhibited  at  E-^  "  Ave  gratia,  and  fens  after  [next,]  the 

dinburgh  in  honour  of  the  nuptials,    fhe  **  follempnizacion  of  the  very  marvage 

was  complimented  with  the  following  cu-  "  betwix  the  faid  Vierge  [Virgin]  and  Jo- 

rious  mixture  of  claffical  and  fcriptural  hif-  **  feph."    Leland,  Coll.  iii.  Ap^bkd. 

tory.     '*  Ny  to  that  crofs  was  a  fcarfawfl  p.  289.  ut  fupr.     Not  to  mention  the  great 

<*  [fcaflbid]  made,  where  was  represented  impropriety,  which  they  did  not  perceive^ 

"  Paris  and  the  three  Deefles,  with  Mer-  of  applying  fuch  a  part  of  fcripture* 
•*  core  that  gafFhym  the  apyll  of  gold  for  p  Dainty.     Price. 

"  to  gyffe  to  the  moft  fayre  of  the  Thre,  1 1f  thou  docft. 

«*  which  he  gave  to  Venus.     In  the  fear-  '  St.  xxi. 

^  ftwft  was  aifo  repref<mted  the  Salutacion. 

She 
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She  crowjis  the  rofc  with  clarefied  gems,  the  luftre  of  which 
illumines  all  the  land.  The  rofe  is  hailed  queen  by  the 
flowers.  Laft,  her  praifes  are  fung  by  the  univerfal  chorus 
of  birds,  the  found  of  which  awakens  the  poet  from  his  de- 
lightful dream.  The  fairy  fcene  is  vanifhed,  and  he  calls  to 
the  mufe  to  perpetuate  in  verfe  the  wonders  of  the  fplendicl 
vifion. 

Although  much  fine  invention  and  fublime  fabling  are 
difplayed  in  the  allegorical  vifions  of  our  old  poets,  yet  this 
mode  of  compofition,  by  dealing  only  in  imaginary  per- 
fonages,  and  by  excluding  real  chara6lers  and  human  adlions, 
neceffarily  fails  in  that  chief  fource  of  entertainment  which 
we  feek  in  antient  poetry,  the  reprefentation  of  antient 
manners. 

Another  general  obfervation,  immediately  refulting  from 
the  fubjefl  of  this  poem,  may  be  here  added,  which  illuf- 
trates  the  prefent  and  future  ftaf e  of  the  Scotch  poetry.  The 
marriage  of  a  princefs  of  England  with  a  king  of  Scotland, 
from  the  new  communication  and  intercourfe  opened  between 
the  two  courts  and  kingdoms  by  fuch  a  connexion,  muft 
liave  greatly  contributed  to  polifh  the  rude  manners,  and  to 
improve  the  language,  literature,  and  arts,  of  Scotland. 

The  defign  of  Dunbar's  Golden  Terge,  is  to  fhew  the 
gradual  ^nd  imperceptible  influence  of  love,  when  too  far 
indulged,  over  reafon.  The  difceming  reader  will  obferve, 
that  the  cafl:  of  this  poem  i>  tinftured  with  the  morality  and 
imagery  of  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose,  and  the  Floure 
AND  Leafe,  of  Chaucer. 

The  poet  walks  forth  at  the  dawn  of  a  bright  djiy.  The 
efiefts  of  the  rifing  fun  on  a  vernal  landfcape,  with  its  ac- 
companiments, are  thus  delineated  in  the  manner  of  Lyd- 
gate,  yet  with  more  flrength,  diftindtneis,  and  exuberance 
of  ornament. 

Rlchte 
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Richte  as  the  ftarre  of  day  began  to  fchyne. 
When  gone  to  bed  was  Vefper  and  Lucyne, 
I  raife,  and  by  a  rofier  •  did  me  reft : 
Upfprang  the  golden  candle  matutyne, 
With  cleir  depurit '  bemys  chryftallyne, 
Glading  the  mirry  fowlis  in  thair  neft : 
Or  Phebus  was  in  purpour  kaip  "  reveft, 
Upfprang  the  lark,  the  hevenis  menftral  fyne  ''^ 
In  May  intill  a  morrow  mirthfullcft. 

Full  angelyk  the  birdis  fang  thair  houris, 
Within  their  courtings ""  grene,  within  thair  bouris 
Apparrellit  quhaite  and  reid  with  blumys  fweit : 
Ennamelit  was  the  feild  with  all  cuUouris, 
The  perlit  droppis  fchuke  as  in  filver  fchouris  % 
While  al  in  balme  did  branche  and  levis  fleit 
Depairt  from  Phebus,  <iid  Aurora  greit, 
Hir  chryftall  teiris  I  faw  hing  on  the  flouris, 
Quhilk  he  for  lufe  all  drank  up  with  his  heit» 

For  mirth  of  May,  with  Ikippis  and  with  hoppis. 
The  birdis  fang  upon  the  tendir  croppis ', 
With  curious  notes,  as  Venus'  chapell-clarkes : 
The  rofis  reid,  now  fpreiding  of  their  knoppis  % 
Were  powderit  ^  bricht  with  heavenly  beryl-droppis, 
Throw  bemys  reid  lemyng  as  ruby  fparks ; 
The  fkyis  rang  with  fchoutyng  of  the  larks. 
The  purpour  hevin  owrelkalit  in  (ilver  floppis  * 
Owregilt  the  treis,  branchis,  levis  and  barks. 


*  Rofe-tree.  like  filver  (howers. 

*  Purified.  ^                  *  Branches. 

*  Cape.    Ere  Phebus  was  drefled  in  his          *  Knobs.    Buds. 

purple  robe.  ^  Befprinkled.    An  heraklic  term.    See 

^  Then.  Observations  on  the  Fairv  QyiBNy 

'  Curtains.  ii.  p.  158.  feq. 

y  The  pearled  drops  fell  from  the  trees  ^  Covered  with  flreaks,/i>/,  of  filver. 

Vol.  II.  M  m                                  Down 
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Down  thruch  the  ryfs  *  ane  rcvir  ran  with  ftremia 

So  luftely^  upoun  the  lykand  *  lemis. 

That  all  the  lake  as  lamp  did  leme  of  licht, 

Quhilk  fhaddowit  all  about  with  twynklyng  glemis'; 

The  bewis  *  baithit  war  in  fecound  bemis, 

Through  the  reflex  of  Phebus  vifage  bricht 

On  every  fide  the  ege  raife  on  hicht  ^ : 

The  bank  was  grene,  the  fon  was  ful  of  bemis. 

The  ftreimeirs  cleir  as  ftarres  in  froftie  nicht. 

The  cryftall  cleir,  the  fapheir  firmament. 
The  ruby  ikyies  of  the  reid  orient, 
Keft  *  beryl  bemis  on  emerault  bewis  grene. 
The  rofy  garth  ^,  depaynt,  and  redolent, 
Wit^i  purpour,  afure,  gold,  and  gowlis '  gent, 
Arrayit  was,  by  dame  Flora  the  queue, 
.    Sa  nobilly,  that  joy  was  for  to  fene: 
The  rocke  "*,  agane  the  river  refplendent. 
As  low  illuminate  all  the  kvis  fchene  \ 

*  Through  the  bufhcs,  the  trees.    Rice,  threw  about  it  ihadowy  gleams  of  twink- 

or /?//,:  is, properly  a  long  branch.     This  Hng  light, 
word  is  (till  nfed  in  the  weft  of  England.  s  Boughs. 

Chaucer,  Miller's  Tal^,    v.  215.  p.  ^  The  high-raifed  edges,  or  bank. 

26.  Urr.  edit.  *  Caft. 

And  thereupon  he  had  a  Cur  forpUce  .'guI«!"  The  heraldic  term  for  red. 

As  white  as  IS  the  blofome  on  the  na.  .  The  itKk,  glittering  with  the  reflec 

[See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  428.]    So  in  a  Scotch  tion  of  the  river»  illuminated  as  with  fire 

poem  by  Alexander  Scott,  written  1562.  all  the  bright  leaves.    Zoxt;  is  flame. 

Antibnt   Scottish    Pobms,    Ectinb.  ^   **  St.  i.  feq.    Compare  Chaucer's  Mom- 

1770.  p.  194.  ing>  in  the  Kkight's  T^le,  v,    1493. 

Welcumourerubentroisfrofe] upon  the riV^.  ^*  'f*     "^*  .    ,         ^  ^  ,     , 

The  mcry  lark,  mcfleagere  of  the  day» 
So  alfo  Lydgate,  in  his  poem  called  Lon-  Salewith  in  her  fong  the  morowe  gray  ; 

DON  LicKFENNY,  MSS.  Harl.  367.  And  fyrie Phebus  ryfmg  up  fo  bright 

Hot  pefcode  own  [one]  began  to  Cfye,  That  all  the  orient  laughith  at  the  fight, 

Straberys  rype,  and  cberryes  inthi^r^t.  And  with  his  ftremis  dryith  in  tbegreves 

That  is,  as  he  paffed  through  London  fbeets,  ^he  filver  dropis  hangipg  m  the  leves. 

diey  cried,   hot  peafe,   ripe  ftrawberriesj  It  is  feldom  that  wc  find  Chaucer  indulging 

and  cherries  on  a  b»ugb,  or  twig.  his  genius  to  an  abfurd  excefs  in  florid  de- 

«  Pleafant.  faiptions.    The  fame  cannot  be  faid  of 

'  The  water  blazad  like  a  lamp,  and  Lydgate. 

Our 
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Our  author,  lulled  by  the  mufic  of  the  birds,  and  the 
murmuring  of  the  water,  falls  afleep  on  the  flovrers,  which 
he  calls  Floras  mantill.  In  a  vifion,  he  fees  a  ftiip  approach, 
whofe  fails  are  like  the  blojfom  upon  the/pray^  and  whofe  mafts 
are  of  gold  bright  as  the  Jlar  of  day"".  She  glides  fwiftly 
through  a  chriftal  bay ;  and  lands  in  the  blooming  meadows,^ 
among  the  green  ruflies  and  reeds,  art  hundred  ladies  clad  in 
rich  but  loofe  attire.  They  are  cloathed  in  green  kirtles ; 
their  golden  trefles,  tied  only  with  glittering  threads,  flow  to 
the  ground ;  and  their  fnowy  bofoms  are  unveiled. 

Als  frefche  as  flours  that  in  the  May  upfpreids 
In  kirtills  grene,  withoutin  kell  ^  or  bands 
Their  bricnt  hair  hung  glittering  on  the  ftrand 
In  trefls  cleir,  wypit  ^  with  golden  threidis ; 
With  pawpys '  whyt,  and  middills  fmall  as  wands  *. 

In  this  brilliant  aflembly,  the  poet  fees  Nature,  dame 
Venus  quene^  the  frefche  Aurora,  May,  ladf  Flora  fchefiey 
Juno,  Latona,  Proferpine,  Diana  goddefs  of  the  chafe  and 
woodis  grinej  A/^  Clio,  Minerva,  Fortune,  andLucina.  Thefc 
micbty  queries  are  crowned  with  diadems,  glittering  like  the 
morning-flar.  They  enter  a  garden.  May,  the  queen  of 
mirthful  months^  is  fupported  between  her  fiflers  AprU  and 


^  In  our  old  poetry  and  the  rdmanice9>  of  English  currency  at  that  time.     See 

we  frequently  read  of  (hips  fuperbly  dcco-  Grafton's  Chron.  p.  364.     At  his  fecoad 

rated.   This  was  taken  from*  real  life.  FfO-  «^editioh  intO'  Frartce,    in    1417,    king 

iffart,  fpeaking  of  the  French  fleet  in  1387,  Henry  thf  fifth  was  in  a  (hip,  whofe  fails 

prepared  for  the  invafion  of  England  under  were  of  purple  (ilk  snofl  richly  embroidered 

the  reign  of  RichaVd  the  fecond,  fays,  fhat  with  gold.  Speed's  Ch  a' oiT.  B.  tx,  p.  636. 

the  ftips  were  painted  with  the  ams  of  edit.  1611.     Many  other  inffances  might 

the  commanders  and  gilt,  with  banners,  be  brought  from  antient  loiniaturcs  and 

pennons,  and  ftandards,  of  filk :  ^d  that  ilTliininatioAs. 

the  mails  were  painted  from  top  to  bottom,  p  Caul, 

glittering  with  gold.     The  (hip  of  lord  ^  Bound. 

Guy  of  Tremoyll  was  fo  fumptoocrffy  gar-  '  Paps, 

niihed,  that  the  painting  and  colours  Cod  *  St.  vii« 
^000  French  franks,  more  than  222  pounds 

M  m  £                                Junet 
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June :  as  (he  walks  up  and  down  the  garden,  the  birds  begin 
to  (ing,  and  Nature  gives  her  a  gorgeous  robe  adorned  with 
every  colour  under  heaven. 

Thair  fawe  I  Nature  prefent  till  *  her  a  gown 
Riche  to  beholde,  and  noble  of  renoune. 
Of  everie  hew  that  undir  the  hevin  has  bene 
Depaint  and  braid "  by  gud  proportioun  ''. 

The  vegetable  tribes  then  do  their  obeifance  to  Nature,^ 
in  thefe  poliftied  and  elegant  verfes. 

And  every  blome  on  branche,  and  eik  on  bank, 
Opnit,  and  fpred  thair  balmy  levis  dank, 
Full  law  inclyneand  to  thair  queen  full  cleir. 
Whom  for  their  noble  nurifling  thay  thank*. 

Immediately  another  court,  or  groupe,  appears.      Here: 
Cupid  the  king  prefides.: 

—    —    —    a  bow  in  hand  ay  bent. 
And  dreadfull  arrowis  groundin  fcherp  and  fquhain 
Thair  fawe  I  Mars  the  god  armipotent 
AwefuU  and  ftirn8,  ftrong  and  corpulent. 
Thair  lawe  I  crabit  ^  Saturne,  auld  and  hair*. 
His  look  was  lyk  for  to  perturb  the  air- 
Thair  was  Mercurius,  wife  and  eloquent. 
Of  retorik  that  fund'  the  floris  fair\ 

Thefe  are  attended  with  other  pagan  divinities,  Janus,  Pria- 
pus,  Eolus,  Bacchus  the  glader  of  the  table ^  and  Pluto.  They 
are  all  arrayed  in  green  s  and  finging  amorous  ditties  to  the: 


•To her.  r  Crabbed, 

•  Broad.  «  Hoar. 
^  St.  X.  ■  Found. 

*  St.  ad.  ^  St«  ziiit 

harp 
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harp  and,  lute,  invite  the  ladies  to  dance.  The  poet  quits 
his  ambu(h  under  the  trees,  and  preffing  forward  to  gain  ft 
more  perfedl  view  of  this  tempting  fpeftacle,  is  efpied  by 
Venus.  She  bids  her  keen  archers  arreft  the  intruder.  Her 
attendants,  a  groupe  of  fair  ladies,  inflantly  drop  their  green 
mantles,  and  each  difcovers  a  huge  bow.  They  form  them^ 
felves  in  battle-array,  and  advance  againft  the  poet. 

And  firft  of  all,  with  bow  in  hand  ay  bent, 

Came  dame  Beauty,,  richt  as  fcho  wald  me  fchent ; 

Syne  followit  all  her  damofalls  in  feir. 

With  many  divers  awfull  inftrument  *= : 

Into  the  praifs  Fair  Having  ^  with  her  went; 

Syne  •  PoRTRATOR,  Plesance,  and  lufty  Cheir, 

Than  came  Ressoun,  with  Schield  of  gold  fo  cleirj 

In  plait  of  mail,  as  Mars  armipotent, 

Defendit  me  that  noble  ^  chevellier '.. 

Beauty  is  aflifted  by  tender  Youth  with  her  virgins  ying^^ 
green  Innocence,  Modesty,  and  Obedience:  but  their 
refiftance  was  but  feeble  againft  the  golden  target  of  Reason.. 
Womanhood  then  leads  on  Patience,  Discretion,  Sted- 
FASTNESs^  Benigne  Look,  Mylde  Cheir,  and  Honest. 
Business.. 

Bot  Ressoun  bare  the  Terge  with  fie  conftance, . 
Thair  fcharp  effay  might  do  me  no  deirance^ 
For  all  thair  praifs  and.  awfull  *  ordinance  *. 

The  attack  is  renewed  by  Dignity,  Renown,  Riches,  No- 
bility, and  Honour.  Thefe,  after  difplaying  their  high 
banner,  and  (hooting  a  cloud  of  arrows,  are  foon  obliged  ta/ 

«  Formidable  weapons.  «  St.  xvii. 

*  Behaviour.  ^  Injury. 

•  Next.  *  Weapons. 
•^  Warrior.^  *  St.  xix. 

rctreaU. 
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retreat.  Venus,  perceiving  the  rout,  orders  Dissemblance: 
to  make  an  attempt  to  pierce  the  Golden  Shield.  Dissem- 
blance, or  Dissimulation,  chufes  for  her  archers,  Pre- 
sence, Fair  Calling,  and  Cherishing.  Thefe  bring  back 
Beauty  to  the  charge.     A  new  and  obftinatc  conflict  enfues. 

Thik  was  the  fchott  of  grindin  arrowig  kene,' 
Bot  Ressoun,  with  the  Schield  of  Gold  fo  fchene, 
Weirly '  defcndit  quhofoeir  affayit : 
The  awfull  fchour  he  manly  did  fuftene  ". 

At  length  Presence,  by  whom  the  poet  underftands  that 
irrefiftible  iftcentive  accruing  to  the  paffion  of  love  by  fociety, 
by  being  often  admitted  to  the  company  of  the  beloved 
'objeft,  throws  a  magical  powder  into  the  eyes  cf  Reason  5 
who  is  fuddenly  deprived  of  all  his  powers,  and  reels  like  a 
drunken  man.  Immediately  the  poet  receives  a  deadly  wound, 
and  is  taken  prifoner  by  Beauty  -,  who  now  affumes  a  more 
engaging  air,  as  the  clear  eye  of  Reason  is  growing  dim  by 
intoxication.  Dissimulation  then  tries  all  her  arts  on  the 
poet:  Fair  Calling  fn»ifcs  upon  him:  Cherishing  fooths 
him  with  foft  fpecches :  New  Acquaintance  embraces  him 
awhile,  but  foon  takes  her  leairc,  and  is  never  feen  afterwards. 
At  laft  Danger  delivers  him  to  the  cuftody  of  Grief. 

By  this  time,  "  God  Eolus  hi»  bugle  blew."  The  leaves 
are  torn  with  the  blaft:  in  a  moment  the  pageant  difap- 
pears,  and  nothing  remains  but  the  foreft,  the  birds,  the 
banks,  and  the  brook  *.  In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  they  return 
to  the  fhip )  and  unfurling  the  fails,  and  ftemmiiag  the  fea 
with  a  rapid  courfe,  celebrate  their  triumph  with  a  difcharge 
of  ordinance.  This  was  now  a  new  topic  for  poetical  de- 
fcription.  The  fmoke  rifes  to  the  firmament,  and  the  roar 
is  re-echoed  by  the  rocks,  with  a  found  as  if  the  rain-bow 
liad  been  broken, 

*  Warily.  «»St.  xxiu.  «  St.  xxvi. 

And 
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And  as  I  did  awak  of  this  fwowning% 
The  joyfull  fowlis  merrily  did  fing 
For  mirth  of  Phebus  tendir  bemis  fchene. 
Sweit  was  the  vapours,  foft  the  morrowing,. 
Hailfum  the  vaiii '  depaynt  with  flours  ying^ 
The  air  intemperit  fober  and  araene  5 
In  whit  and  red  was  al  the  erd  befene, 
Throw  Naturis  nobili  frefch  ennameling^ 
In  mirthful!  May  of  every  moneth  quene  K 

Our  author  then  breaks  out  into  a  laboured  encomium  ort 
Chaucer,  Gower,  and  Lydgate.  This  I  chufe  to  recite  at 
large,  as  it  fhews  the  peculiar  diftinftion  antiently  paid  to- 
thofe  fathers  of  verfe ;  and  the  high  ideas  which  now  pre- 
vailed, even  in  Scotland,  of  the  improvements  introduced  by 
their  writings  into  the  Britifti  poetry,  language,  and  literature '•. 

O  reverend  Chauser,  rofe  of  rhetouris  all,.. 

As  in  our  tonge  ane  flour  •  imperial 

That  raife  in  Britain  ever,  quha  reidis  richt',. 

Tho  beiris  of  makin  *  the  triumphs  royall. 

The  frefche  enamilit  termes  celeftiall : 

This  mater  couth  haif  illuminit  full  bricht ""  -^ 

Was  thou  nocht  of  our  Englifh.  all  the  licht> 

Surmounting  every  toung  terreftriall 

As  far  as  Majris  morrow  dois  midnycht. 

O  moral  Gower,  and  Lydgate  laureat. 
Your  fuggarit  *  tonguis,  and  ^  lippis  aureat,. 


^  Dream.  ^  Evtr  roCe,  or  Tpning,  in  BritaiiiyJiyhof^ 

p  Vale.  reads  right. 

9  St.  xxviit*  .  •  Thou  beared  of  poets. 

'  Other  inilaaces  occur  ia  the  elder  Scotch  ^  Thii  fubjed  would  have  appeared  tr* 

poets.     See  fupr.  p.  125.  fome  advantage,  had  not^  &c/ 

*  One  flower.  *  Sugared. 

y  Lips. 

Bene: 
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Bene  till  our  ^  eris  caufe  of  gret  delyte  j 
Your  angelic  mouth  moft  mellifluate 
Our  rude  language  has  cleir  illumynat, 
And  has  owregilt  our  fpeiche,  ^that  imperfytc 
Stude,  or  your  goldin  pennis  fchup  to  wryt  \ 
This  yle  befoir  was  hair  and  diffolat  ^ 
Of  rhetorik,  or  lufty  frefche  '  indyte  ^ 

This  paiiegyriq,  and  the  poem,  is  clofed  with  an  apology, 
couched  in  elegant  metaphors,  for  his  own  comparative  hu- 
mility of  ftyle.  He  addrefles  the  poem,  which  he  calls  a 
litill  quair. 

O  know  quhat  thou  of  rhetoric  has  fpent; 

Of  hir  lufty  rofis  redolent 

Is  nane  into  thy  garland  fett  on  hicht  % 

O  fchame '  thairfor,  and  draw  the  out  of  (icht ! 

Rude  is  thy  weid  *,  defl:itute,  bair,  and  rent, 

Weill  aucht  thou  be  afFeirit  of  the  licht  M 

Dunbar's  Daunce  has  very  great  merit  in  the  comic  ftyle 
'of  painting.  It  exhibits  a  groupe  of  figures  touched  with 
the  capricious  but  fpirited  pencil  of  Callot.  On  the  eve  of 
X»ent,  a  general  day  of  confeffion,  the  poet  in  a  dream  fees  a 
difplay  of  heaven  and  helL  Mahomet  ^  or  the  devil,  com- 
mands a  dance  to  be  performed  by  a  feleft  party  of  fiends^ 
;particularly  by  thofe,  who  in  the  other  world  had  never 


*  To  our  cars.  *  St.  xxxi. 

*  Ere  your  golden  pens  were  ihapedto  '  Mahon.    Somedmts  written  Mahoun, 
^mte.  or  Mahound.     See  Mat.  Parif.  p.  289.  ad 

^  Bare  and  defolate.                           ^  ann.  1236.    And  Du  Frefne,  Lat.  Uloff. 

*£legant  compofition.  V.  Mahum.    The  chriftians  in  the  cru- 

'  St.  XXX.  fades  were  accuflomed  to  hear  the  Saracens 

*  No  frefh  and  fragrant  rofes  of  rhetoric  fwear  by  their  prophet  Mahomet :  which 
are  placed  on  high  in  thy  garland.  ihence  became  in  Europe  another  name  for 


'  Be  afhamed.  the  devil. 

•Weed.    Drefs, 


made 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  273 

made  confeffion  to  the  prieft,  and  had  confequcntly  never 
received  abfolution.  Immediately  the  Seven  deadly  Sins 
appear  j  and  prefent  a  malk,  or  mummery,  with  the  neweft 
gambols  juft  imported  from  France*".  The  firft  is  Pride, 
who  properly  takes  place  of  all  the  reft,  as  by  that  Sin  fell 
the  angels.  He  is  defcribed  in  the  faftiionable  and  gallant 
drefs  of  thofe  times :  in  a  bonnet  and  gown,  his  hair  thrown 
back,  his  cap  awry,  and  his  gown  affededly  flowing  to  his 
feet  in  large  folds. 

Let  fe,  quoth  he ',  now  quha  beginis  ? 
With  that  the  fowU  Deadly  Sinnis 

Begouth  to  leip  attanis  ". 
And  firft  of  all  in  dance  was  Pryd, 
With  hair  wyld  bak,  bonet  on  fyde, 

Lyk  to  make  vaiftie  wanis  j 
And  round  about  him  as  a  quheill  % 
Hang  all  in  rumpillis  *  to  the  heill. 

His  kethat '  for  the  nanis  ^ 
Many  proud  trumpour '  with  him  trippit. 
Throw  (kaldan  *  fyr  ay  as  they  (kippit 

They  girnd  with  hyddous  '  granis  ^ 

Several  holy  harlots  follow,  attended  by  monks,  who  make 
great  fport  for  the  devils  ". 

^  The  original  is  ganm$untiu    In  the  P  Cafaquc,  Caflbck. 

Memoir^  cited  above,  concerning  the  pro-  ^  Nonce.     Defignedl)r. 

grcfs  of  the  princefs  Margaret  into  Scot-  '  Deceiver.     See  Spenfer's  Sia  Taoif- 

land,  we  have  the  following  paffagc.  "The  part.     Or  perhaps  an  empty  fellow,  a 

•' lord  of  Northumberland  mjxlenis</(fa;w>,  rattle.     Or  Trompour  may  be  trumpHtr^ 

"  at  the  departynge,  of  gam^ai/es and  lefps^  as  in  Chaucer's  Knight's  Talb»  v.  2673. 

••[leaps,]  as  did  likewife  the  lord  Scrop  See    Chaucer's    CANTEaBuar    Talbs, 

*•  the  father,  and  many  others  that  retomed  with  the  Notes  of  the  very  judidoos  and 

^*  agayne,  in  taJkjng  ther  cougie."  p.  aSi.  ingenious  editor.     Lond.'  1775,   ^^^  *^- 

[See  Notes,  fupr.  p*  253.]  ^'  ^V' 

^  Mahomet.  •  Scalding. 

"  Began  to  dance  at  ODce.  ^  They  grinned  hideouily. 

•  Wheel.  "^  St.  ii. 

•  "Rumples,  "^  St.  iii. 

Vol.  IL  N  n  Heilie 
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Heilie  Harlottis  in  hawtain  wyis  *, 
Come  in  with  mony  findrie  gyis  \ 

But  yet  luche  ncvir  *  Mahoun : 
Quhill  prieftis  cum  with  hair  fchevin  *^  nekks^ 
That  all  the  feynds  lewche  ^  and  maid  gekks  % 

Black^elfyy  and  Banvfy^brown. 

Black-belly  and  Bawfy-brown  are  the  names  of  popular 
fpirits  in  Scotland.  The  latter  is  perhaps  our  Robin  Good* 
FELLOW,  known  in  Scotland  by  the  name  of  Brownie. 

Anger  is  drawn  with  great  force,  and  his  accompaniments 
are  boldly  feigned.  His  hand  is  always  upon  his  knife,  and 
he  is  followed,  in  pairs,  by  boafters,  threateners,  and  quar- 
relfome  perfons,  all  armed  for  battle,  and  perpetually  wound- 
ing one  another  ^ 

Than  Yre  come  in  with  fturt*^  and  ftryfe; 
His  hand  was  ay  upon  his  knyfe, 

He  brandeift  lyk  a  beir : 
Boftaris,  braggarifts,  and  barganeris, 
Efter  hym  paffit  in  pairis. 

All  bodin  in  feir  of  weir ' : 
In  jakkis,  ftryppis,  ^d  bonnettis  of  fteilS. 
Thair  leggis  wer  cheyned  to  the  heill\ 

Frawart  was  thair  afFeir  '^ 

*  Haughty  guile.  B.  iii.  edit,  ut  infr. 
•N^aughcd.  OppreffioundidfekwdhisbougiUblaw, 
»  Whik  priefb  came  wirh  bare-fliawo.           ^^^^  "^^  ^^  "**«  ^  "«•/'"•  "f"^''- 

*  Laughed.  That  is,  -without  being  armed  for  battle. 

«  Signs  of  derifion.  ^  In  fhort  jackets^  plates,  or  flips,  and 

^  ^T.  iv.  bonnets  of  fteel.     Short  coats  of  mail  and 

« Difturbance.     Affray.  helmets. 

'Literally,  **  All  arrayed  in  feature  of  **  Either,  chained  together.  Or,  their  legs 

•*  war."     Bodin ^  and  feir  of  ouar,  are  irv  armed  with  iron,  perhaps  iron  net-work^ 

the  Scotch  ftatute-book.    Sir  David  Lynde-  down  to  the  heel. 

iay  thus  fpeaks  of  the  ftaterdf  Scotland  dur-  *  Their  bufincfs  was  untoward.     Or  clfe^ 

ing  the  mmority  of  James  the  fifth.    CoKf-  their    look    frvward^     fierce.      Feir  is. 

CLAYNT  OS  THj  Papymgo.    Sigkat.  featttre.. 

Sum 
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Sum  upon  uder  with  brands  beft  \ 
Sum  jagit  utheris  to  the  heft' 

With  kny  vis  that  fcheirp  coud  fcheir  ". 

Envy  is  equal  to  the  reft.  Under  this  Sin  our  author 
takes  occafion  to  lament,  with  an  honjeft  indignation,  that 
the  courts  of  princes  fhould  ftill  give  admittance  and  encou- 
ragement to  the  whifperers  of  idle  and  injurious  reports". 

Next  in  the  dance  foilowit  Invy, 
Fild  full  of  feid  ^  and  fellony. 

Hid  malyce  and  difpy te  1 
For  pryvie  liaterit  ^  that  tratour  trymlit  \ 
Him  foilowit  mony  freik  diffyralit  \ 

With  feynit  wordis  quhyte. 
And  flattereris  into  mens  facts, 
And  back-byttaris  *  of  fundry  racis. 

To  ley '  that  had  delyte. 
With  rownaris  "  of  fals  lefingis  "^ : 
AUaceJ  that  courtis  of  noble  kingis 

Of  tham  can  nevir  be  quyte  *  J 

Avarice  is  ufhered  in  by  a  troop  of  extortioners,  and 
other  mifcreants,  patronifed  by  the  magician  Warloch,  or 
the  demon  of  the  covetous ;  who  vomit  on  each  other  tor- 
rents of  melted  gold,  blazing  like  wild-fire  :  and  as  they  are 
emptied  at  every  difcharge,  the  devils  replenifli  their  throats 
with  frefli  fupplies  of  the  fame  liquefied  metal  ^ 


^  Some  ilruck  others,  their  companion^  '  Biflembling  gallant, 

wdi  fwords.  •  Backbiters. 

'  Wounded  others  to  the  quick.    To  the  <  Lye. 

hah,  °  Rounders,    whifperers.     To  rctuni  in 

"*  Cat  (harp.  the  eaty  or  fimply  to  rwuid^  was  to  whiTper 

■  St.  V.  in  the  ear. 

•  Enmity.  ^  Falfities. 

f  Hatred.  «  Free. .  . 

^Trcmbkd.  t  St.  vi. 

N  n  2                                   Sloth 
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Sloth  does  not  join  the  dance  till  he  is  called  twice :  and 
his  companions  are  fo  flow  of  motion,  that  they  cannot  keep 
up  with  the  reft,  unlcfs  they  are  roufed  from  their  lethargy 
by  being  fometimes  warmed  with  a.glimpfe  of  hell-fire  \ 

Syne  Swirnes,  at  the  feccound  bidding, 
Come  lyk  a  fow  out  of  a  midding ', 

Full  flepy  was  his  grunyie  \ 

.  Mony  fweir  bumbard  belly-huddroun  % 

Mony  flute  daw  and  flepy  duddroun  **, 

Him  fervit  ay  with  founyie  *. 
He  drew  tham  forth  intill  a  chenyic ', 
And  Belliall,  with  a  brydill  reynie ', 

Evir  lafcht  on  the  lunyie  **. 
In  daunce  thay  wer  fo  flow  of  feit 
Thay  gaif  tham  in  the  fyre  a  heit 

And  maid  tham  quicker  of  conyie '. 

Lust  enters,  neighing  like  a  horfe*,  and  is  led  by  Idle- 
ness. When  his  aflbciates  mingle  in  the  dance,  their  vifages 
burn  red  like  the  turkis-ftone^  The  remainder  of  the 
ftanza,  although  highly  charafteriftical,  is  too  obfcene  to  be 
tranfcribed.  But  this  gave  no  offence;  Their  manners  were 
too  indelicate  to  be  fliockcd  at  any  indecency.  I  do  not 
mean  that  thefe  manners  had  loft  their  delicacy,  but  that 
they  had  not  yet  acquired  the  fenfibility  arifing  from  civili- 
fation.  In  one  of  the  Scotch  interludes  of  this  age,  written 
by  a  fafliionabk  court-poet,  among  other  ridiculous  ob- 
fcenities,  ^he  trying  on  of  a  Spanifli  padlock  in  public  makes 
a  part  of  theatrical  reprefentation,. 

*  St.  vii.  t  A  bridle-rein.     Thon^  of  leather. 

*  Danghill.  ^  Laihed  them  on  the  loins. 
^  Snoat.     Vifage.                                             *  Apprehenfion. 

<  Laz/y  drunken  floven.  *  ««  Berand  like  a  barit  horfc.'*    Thr 

^  Slothful,  idle,  fpe^.  French  baguette  need  not  be  explained. 

*  Attended  on  him  with  care.  '  St.  viii. 
'  Into  a  cham. 

GnXTTOMlf 
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.  Gluttony  brings  up  the  rear;  whofe  infatiable  rout  are 
incefTantly  calling  out  for  meat  and  drink,  and  although 
they  are  drenched  by  the  devils  with  draughts  of  melted 
lead,  they  ftill  aik  for  more. 

Than  the  fowl!  monfter  Gluttony, 
Of  wame  °  unfafiable  and  gredy, 

To  daunce  fyn  did  him  drefs : 
Him  foUowit  mony  fowll  drunckhart. 
With  can  and  coUop,  cop  "*  and  quart, 

In  furfett  and  excefs. 
Full  many  a  waiftlefs  wally-drag  % 
With  waimis '  unweildable  did  furth  wag. 

In  creifche  "*  that  did  increfs : 
Drink,  ay  thay  cryit  with  mony  a  gaip  % 
The  feynds  gave  them  hait  leid  to  lap  • 

Thair  lovery  ^  was  na  lefs ". 

-  At  this  infernal  dance  no  minftrels  plaid.    No  Gleeman, 
or  minftrel,  ever  wrent  to  hell ;  except  one  who  committed 
murder,  and  was  admitted  to  an  inheritance  in  hell  by  brief 
tfricbt^  that  is,  per  breve  de  reSfo^.     This  circumftance  feems 
an  aflufion  to  fome  real  faft. 

The  concluding  ftanza  is  entirely  a  fatire  on  the  high- 
landers.  Dunbar,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  was  born  in 
Lothian,  a  county  of  the  Saxons.  The  mutual  antipathy 
between  the  Scottifh  Saxons  and  the  Highlanders  was  excef- 
five,  and  is  not  yet  quite  eradicated.  Mahoun,  or  Mahomet, 
having  a  defire  to  fee  a  highland  pageant,  a  fiend  is  com- 
miffioned  to  fetch  Macfadyan  -,  an  unmeaning  name,  chofen 
for  its  harftinefs.    As  foon  as  the  infernal  raeffenger  begins 


B 


Womb.    Belly.  '  Gape. 

Cup.  '  Hot  lead  to  drink,  to  lap. 

•  Out-caft.  *  Defire.    Appetite, 

i  Wombs.    Bellies.  ■  St.  ix. 

<  Fat.  ^  St.  X. 

SO 
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to  publifli  his  fummons,  he  gathers  about  him  a  prodigious 
crowd  of  Erfcbe  mens  who  foon  took  up  great  room  in  helL 
Thefe  loquacious  termagants  began  to  chatter  like  rooks  and 
ravens,  in  their  own  barbarous  language :  and  the  devil  is  fo 
ilunned  with  their  horrid  yell,  that  he  throws  them  down  to 
liis  deepeft  abyfs,  and  fmothers  them  with  fmoke. 

Than  cryd  Mahoun  for  a  heleand  padyane, 
Syn  ran  a  feynd  to  fetch  Makfadaync 

Far  northwart  in  a  nuke  * : 
Be  he  the  correnoth  had  done  fchout  ^ 
Erfche  men  fo  gadderit  him  about. 

In  hell  grit  rame  thay  tuke : 
•    Thae  turmagantis  *  with  tag  and  tatter 
Full  loud  in  Erfche  begout  to  clatter. 

And  rowp  *  lyk  revin  and  ruke. 
The  devil  fa  devit  ^  wes  with  thair  yell 
That  in  the  deepeft  pot  of  hell 

He  fmorit  them  with  fmoke  % 

'     I  have  been  prolix  in.  my  citations  and  explanations  of 
this  poem,  becaufe  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  imagination  of 


*  Nook*  *  Perhaps  the  poet  does  not  mean  the 

y  As  foon  as  he  had  made  the  cry  of  dtT-  common  idea  annexed  to  termagant.    The 

trefsy  whict  the  French  call  a  PaUe.     Some  context  (etms  to  ihew,  that  he  allndes  to  a 

i^ppoie,  that  the  correnothy  at  eorynocb^  is  fpecies  of  wild-fowl»  well  known  in  the 

•a  highland    tune.      In    Mak-crecor's  highlands,  and  called  in  the  Scotch  ftatute- 

Testament,  [MS.  infr.  dtat.]  the  aa-  IxMk  termigant.     Thus  he  coD^uures  the 

tbor  fpeaks  of   being  out-lawed   fay  the  highlanders   to  a  flock  bf  their   country 

CoRRiNOCH»v.5i.  bmb.  For  many  illaflrations  of  this  poem,  i 

*            V  am  obliged  to  the  learned  andelegant  editor 

TTieloud  coRRiNOCH  then  did  me  exile,  of  ANTiENrScoTTisHPoEMsJatelypub- 

Throw  Lome,  Argyle,  MonteiA,  and  Bnu-  .  Kflrcd  from  Lord  Hyndfiml's  •manufcnpt : 

dalbane,  &c.  j„j  xo  whom  I  recommend   a  talk,  for 

That  is,  The  Hue  and  Cry.    I  piefume,  "^X^^  "J)'^"  ^^^^«^'  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^ 

what  this  writer,  in  another  place,  calls  the  .TiL^?^^'.     -ri 

KingVhorn,  is  the  fame  thing,  v.  382.  \  D«S2. 

<2uhen  I  have  beine  aft  at  the  Kingis  ^  St.  xi. 

JIORNB. 

Dunbar 
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Dunbar  is  not  lefs  fuited  to  fatirical  than  to  fublime  allegory : 
and  that  he  is  the  firft  poet  who  has  appeared  with  any  de- 
gree of  fpirit  in  this  way  of  writing  fince  Pierce  Plowman^ 
His  Thistle  and  Rose,  and  Golden  Terge,  are  generally 
and  juftly  mentioned  as  his  capital  works :  but  the  natural 
complexion  of  his  genius  is  of  the  moral  and  didadlic  caft. 
The  mcafure  of  this  poem  is  partly  that  of  Sir  Thopas  in 
Chaucer :  and  hence  we  may  gather  by  the  way,  that  Sir 
Thopas  was  antiently  viewed  in  the  lig-ht  of  a  ludicrous 
compofition.  It  is  certain  that  the  pageants  and  interludes 
of  Dunbar's  age  muft  have  quickened  his  invention  to  form 
thofe  grotefque  groupes.  The  exhibition  of  Moralities 
was  now  in  high  vogue  among  the  Scotch.  A  Morality  was 
played  at  the  marriage  of  James  the  fourth  and  the  princefs 
Margaret  ^  Mummeries,  which  they  call  Gysarts,  com- 
pofed  of  moral  perfonifications,  are  ftill  known  in  Scotland : 
and  even  till  the  beginning  of  this  century,  efpecially  among, 
the  feftivities  of  Chriftmas,  itinerant  mafkers  were  admitted 
into  the  houfcs  of  the  Scotch  nobility. 

^  Memoir,  ut  fupr.  p.  300. 


SEC  T. 
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SECT.    XIIL 

ANothw  of  the  diftinguifhed  luminaries,  that  marked  the 
reftoration  of  letters  in  Scotland  at  the  commence- 
ment of  tlie  fixteenth  century,  not  only  by  a  general  emi- 
nence in  elegant  erudition,  but  by  a  cultivation  of  the  ver- 
nacular poetry  of  his  country,  is  Gawen  Douglafs.     He  vizs 
defcended  £com  a  noble  family,  and  born  in  the  year  1475*. 
According  to  the  practice  of  that  age,  efpecially  in  Scotland, 
his  education  perhaps  commenced  in  a  grammar-fchool  of  one 
of  the  monafteries:  there  is  undoubted  proof,  that  it  was 
finifhed  at  the  univerfity  of  Paris.     It  is  probable,  as  he  was 
intended  for  the  facred  funftion,  that  he  was  fent  to  Paris 
fox  the  purpofe  of  ftudying  the  canon  law :  in  confequencc 
of  a  decree  promulged  by  James  the  firft,  which  tended  in 
fome  degree  to  reform  the  illiteracy  of  the  clergy,  as  it  in- 
joined,  that  no  ecclefiaftic  of  Scotland  ftiould  be  preferred 
to  a  prebend  of  any  value  without  a  competent  Ikill  in  that 
fcience'.     Among  other  high  promotions  in  the  church, 
which  his  very  lingular  accompliftiments  obtained,  he  was 
provoft  of  the  collegiate  church  of  faint  Giles  at  Edinburgh, 
abbot  of  the  opulent  convent  of  Abberbrothrock,  and  bi- 
fliop  of  Dunkeld,     He  appears  alfo  to  have  been  nominated 
by  the  queen  regent  to  the  archbifhoprick,  either  of  Glaf- 
50W,  or  of  faint  Andrew's :   but  the  appointment  was  re- 
pudiated by  the  pope*.     In  the  year  15 13,  to  avoid  the  per- 
fecutions  of  the  duke  of  Albany,  he  fled  from  Scotland  into 
England,  and  was  mod  gracioufly  received  by  king  Henry 
the  eighth  ^  who,  in  confideration  of  his  literary  merit,  al- 


*  Home,  Hist.  Dougl.  p.  219.  >Thyiuie,  Coktinvat.  Hist.  Scot, 

'  Led.  Rib.  Gist.  Scot.  lib.  ix.  4js, 

lowed 
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lowed  him  a  liberal  penfion  "*.  In  England  he  contrafled  a 
friendfhip  with  Polydore  Virgil,  one  of  the  claffical  fcholars 
of  Henry's  court*.  He  died  of  the  plague  in  London,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Savoy  church,  in  the  year  1521  *". 

In  his  early  years  he  tranllated  Ovid's  Art  of  Love,  the 
favorite  Latin  fyftem  of  the  fcience  of  .gallantry,  into  Scot- 
tifli  metre,  which  is  now  loft'.  In  the  year  15 13,  and  in 
the  fpace  of  fixteen  months",  he  tranflated  into  Scotch 
heroics  the  Eneid  of  Virgil,  with  the  additional  thirteenth 
book  by  Mapheus  Vegius,  at  the  requeft  of  his  noble  patron 
Henry  earl  of  Sinclair  "*.  But  it  was  projefted  fo  early  a^ 
the  year  1501.  For  in  one  of  his  poems  written  that  year% 
he  promifes  to  Venus  a  tranflation  of  Virgil,  in  attonement 
for  a  ballad  he  had  publifhed  againft  her  court :  and  when 
the  woik  was  finiftied,  he  tells  Lord  Sinclair,  that  he  had 
now  made  his  peace  with  Venus,  by  tranflating  the  poem 
which  celebrated  the  aftions  of  her  fon  Eneas  ^  No  me* 
trical  verfion  of  a  claffic  had  yet  appeared  in  Englifh ;  except 
of  Boethius,  who  fcarcely  deferves  that  appellation.  Virgil 
was  hitherto  commonly  known,  only  by  Caxton*s  romance 
on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Eneid  5  which,  our  author  fays,  no 
more  refembles  Virgil,  than  the  devil  is  like  faint  Auftin  ^ 

This  tranilatioh  is  executed  with  equal  fpirit  and  fidelity: 
;  and  is  a  proof,  that  the  lowland  Scotch  and  Englifh  lan- 
guages were  now  nearly  the  fame.    I  mean  the  ftyle  of  com* 

^  HoHinlh.  Scot.  307.— iii.  872.  T  Epxl*  ut  fupr. 

*Balc,  xiv.  58.  *»  Prologue  to  the  Tranflation.  p.  j. 

^  Weever,  Fun.  Mon.  p.  446.    And  The  xnanofcript  notes  written  in  the  mar- 

•Stillingfl,  OaiG.  Brit.  p.  54.  {in  of  a  copy  of  the  old  ouarto  edition  of 

'  See  edit.  Edinb.  fol.  1710.  p*  483.  In  this  tranflation,  by  Patrick  Junius,  whicb 
the  Epistle,  or  Epilogue,  to  Lord  bifliop  Nicolfon  (Hist.  Lib r.  p.  99.} de- 
Sinclair.  I  believe  the  editor's  name  is  clares  to  be  excellent,  are  of  no  con(e- 
AosertFreebairn,  a  Scotchman.  This  quence,  Bibl.  Bodl.  Archiv.  Selo.  R. 
tranflation  was  firil  printed  at  London,  54*  4to.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Ju« 
1553.  4to.  bl.  lett.  nius's  Index  of  obfolete  words  in  this  tran(^ 

"  Lefl.  Rbb.  Gest.  Scot»  lib.  ix.  p.  lation.  Cod.  MSS.  Jan.  114.  (5225.)  See 

3,79.  Rom.  1675.  alfo  Muf.  Aflimol.  Dh'er/e  Scotch  njoords^ 

*  Epilogue,  ut  fupr.  &c.  Coo.  Ashm.  846.  13.' 

*  The  Palicex)?  Honour,  adcalcem. 

Vol.  Ilr  Oo  pofitionj 
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poiition;  more  efpecially  in  the  glaring  afFe£lation  of 
anglicifing  Latin  words.  The  fcvcral  books  are  introduced 
with  metrical  prologues,  which  are  often,  highly  poetical ; 
and  fhew  that  Douglas's  proper  walk  was  original  poetry ^^ 
In  the  prologue  to  the  fixth  book,  he  wifties  for  the  Sybill's 
golden  bough,  to  enable  him  to  follow  his  mafter  Virgil 
through  the  dark  and  dangerous  labyrinth  of  the  infernal 
regions  '•  But  the  moft  confpicuous  of  thefe  prologues  is  a 
defcription  of  May.    The  greater  pait  of  which  I  will  infert  \ 

As  frefche  Aurore,  to  mychty  Tithone  fpous, 

Ifchit '  of  her  fafFron  bed,  and  euyr ""  hous. 

In  crammefy  ^-  clad  and  granite  violate, 

With  fanguyne  cape,  the  felvage  *  purpurate  j 

Unfchet  ^  the  wyndois  of  hir  large  hall, 

Spred  all  with  rofis,  and  full  of  balme  royall. 

And  elk  the  hevinly  portis  criftallyne 

Upwarpis  brade,  the  warlde  till  illumyne. 

The  twynkling  ftremouris  *  of  the  orient 

Sched  purpour  fprayngis  with  gold  and  afure  ment  \. 

Eous  the  ftede,  with  ruby  hammys  rede, 

Abouf  the  feyis  liftis  furth  his  hede 

Of  culloure  fore,  and  fomedele  broun  as  bery,. 

For  to  alichtin  and  glad  our  emifpery  j 

The  flambe  out  braftin  at  the  neis.  thirlis,-— 

Quhil  fchortlie,  with  the  blefand  *"  torche  of  day>. 

Abulzeit  *  in  his  lemand  **  iFrefche  array, 

Furth  of  his  palice  ryall  ifchit  Phebus, 

With  golden  croun  and  vifage  glorious. 


'In  the  PitoLoouB  to  the  eighth  book,.         '  Edge* 

die  aUiteradve  manner  of  Pieice  Pbwsnaa  ^  Unflioty  u  e.  opened. 

if  adopted.  *  Streamers. 

•Pag.  40Q.  .  ^Strtaba  tthlgtedwidi»  kc* 

<  Iflbed.  ^  Blaadng. 

•Ivory.  «Fr.Habillc.    Cbathed. 

^  CrimfiuK  '  JLominoiii. 
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Crifp  haris  %  bricht  as  chriflblite  or  thopas ; 

For  quhais  hew  ^  mycht  nanc  behold  his  face : 

The  firie  fparkis  brafting  from  his  ene. 

To  purge  the  air,  and  gilt  the  tender  grene.— 

The  auriat  phanis  *  of  his  trone  foverane 

With  glitterand  glance  overfpred  the  oftiane  *  5 

The  large  fludis,  lemand  all  of  licht, 

Bot  with  ane  blenk '  of  his  fupernal  ficht. 

For  to  behald,  it  was  ane  glore  to  fe 

The  ftabillyt  ^  wyndis,  and  the  calmyt  fe ; 

The  foft  feffoun  \  the  firmament  ferenc ; 

The  loune  illuminate  are  ",  and  firth ""  amene : 

The  filver-fcalit  fyfchis  on  the  grete  *, 

Ouer  thowrt '  clere  ftremes  fprinkilland  ^  for  the  hete, 

With  fynnys  fchinand  broune  as  fynoparc ', 

And  chefal  talis  *,  ftourand  here  and  there ' : 

The  new  cullour,  alichting "  all  the  kndis, 

Forgane  the  ftanryis  fchene  ^^  and  beriall  ftrandis : 

Quhil  the  reflex  of  the  diurnal  hemes 

The  bene  bonkis  *  keft  ful  of  variant  glemes : 

And  luflie  Flora  did  her  blomes  fprede 

Under  the  fete  of  Phebus  fulzeart  ^  ftede, 

The  fwardit  foyll  enbrode  with  felkouth  hewis  ^, 

Wod  and  forefl  obumbrate  with  bcwis ', 


*  Curled  locks.  '  Cinnabar. 

^  Whofc  cxccffive  brightncfs.  •  Tails  ihaped  like  chiffch. 

s  Fans,  or  vanes,  of  gold.  *  Swimming  iWifdy»  darting  baftilyk 

•»  Ocean.  "  lllaminaung. 

^  Only  with  one  glance.  ^  Over,  upon,  over-againft,  the  bright 

^  Settled,  calmed.  gravel,  or  fmall  (lones,  thrown  out  on  th« 

'  Seafon.  hanks  of  rivers.    Hence,  the  (bands  were 

"*  Air  without  wind,  &c.  all  of  beryl. 

"  Frith.  "^  Pleafant  banks. 

»Sand,  gravel.  ''Brilliant,  glittering. 

P  Athwart,  acrofs,  through.  *  Bladed  with  gnus^  <ad  embroidered 
^  Gliding  fwiftly,  with  a  tremulous  mo^      with  fh-ange  oolonra* 

niatif  or  vibration,  of  their  taili.  ^  Boughs. 

O  o  2  Quhals 
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Quhais  blysful  branchis,  porturate  **  on  the  ground^ 
With  fchaddois  fchcne  fchew  rocchis  rubicund : 
Towris,  turrettis,  kirnallis ',  and  pynnakillis  hie, 
Of  kirkis,  caftellis,  and  ilk  faire  citie, 
Stude  payntit,  every  fane,  phioil  "*,  and  ftage  % 
Apoun  the  playn  grounde  by  thaire  awn  umbrage  ^ 
Of  Eolus  north  blaftis  havand '  no  drede, 
The  fulze  fpred  hir  brad  bofum  on  brede\ — 
The  cornis  croppis,  and  the  here  new-brerde ', 
With  gladfum  garment  reverting  the  erde  ^.' — 
The  variant  vefture  of  the  venuft  vale 
Schrowdis  the  fcherand  fur',  and  every  fale"" 
Ouerfrett  °  with  fulzeis  %  and  fyguris  ful  dyuers, 
The  pray  '  byfprent  with  fpryngand  fproutis  dyfpers> 
For  callour  humours  on  the  dewy  nycht, 
Rendryng  fum  place  the  gyrs  pylis,  thare  licht, 
AIs  fer  as  catal  the  lang  fomerys  day 
Had  in  thare  part u re  ete  and  gnyp  away : 
And  blyfsful  bloflbmys  in  the  blomyt  zard 
Submittis  thare  hedys  in  the  zoung  fonnys  fafgard  : 
lue  leius  ^  rank  ouerfpred  the  barmkyn  '  wall. 
The  blomit  hauthorne  cled  his  pykis  all>. 


•»  Portrayed,  painted,,  rcfkdled*  Ac,  is  plaiiriy  arabt^,  and  the  fuliuis  amt' 

*  Battlements.  fyguris  full  dyuers^  arc  the  various  leaver 
^  Round  towen  and  flowers  oi  the  weeds  growing  among 

*  Story.  the  com,  and  making  a  piece  of  embroidery. 
'  Their  own  fhadow.  And  here  the  deicriptiott  of  corn-fieloa 
«  Having.  ends :  and  that  of  paftorc-Iands  begins  at, 
*»  The  (oil,  the  country,  fpread  abroad  The  pray  hy/prenty  &c.  Pray^  not  as  the 

her  expanfive  bofom.  printed  gloflary  fays,  corrupt eMy  for  fpray^ 

*  New-fprung  barley.  but  formed,  through  the  French,  from  the 
^  Earth.  Lat.  Pratumy  and  Spryngand  Sprout isy  rifing 
'  Furrow.  fprings,  from  the  Ixal.jfpruzzarey  fprux.%%^. 
"™Turf.  larey  afptrgere. 

"  It  is  evident  our  author  intends  to  dc-  *^  Leaves, 

fcribe  two  diilind  things,  viz.  corn-fields,  p  Mead. 

and  meadows  or  paflure-lands :  the  former  <i  Ivy-leaves, 

in  the  three  iirfl  lines ;  the  varyant  'vefture^.  '  Raunpart* 

Furth, 
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Furth  of  frefche  burgeouns '  the  wyne  grapis  ^  zing 

Endlang  the  trazileys "  dyd  on  twiftis  hing, 

The  loukit  "  buttouns  on  the  gemyt  treis 

Ouerfpredand  leuis  of  naturis  tapeftryis. ' 

Soft  grefy  verdourc  eftir  balmy  fchouriy, 

On  curland  ftalkis^  fmyland  to  thare  flowris : 

Behaldand  thame  fa  mony  divers  hew 

Sum  piers  %  fum  pale,  fum  burnet,  and  fum  blew. 

Sum  gres,  fum  gowlis,  fum  purpure,  fum  fanguanc,. 

Blanchit  or  broun,  fauch  zallow  mony  ane. 

Sum  heuinly  colourit  in  celeftial  gre,. 

Sum  ^  watty  hewit  as  the  haw  waHy^  fe; 

And  fum  departe  in  freklis  rede  and  quhyte. 

Sum  bricht  as  gold  witlv  aureate  leuis  lyte. 

The  dafy  did  on  *  brede  hir  erownel  fmale. 

And  euery  flour  unlappit  in  the  dale> 

In  battil  gers  **  burgeouns,  the  ban  wart  wy  Id, 

The  clauir,  catcluke,  and  the  cammomylde  -, 

The  flourdelyce  furth  fprede  his  heuyuly  hew, 

Floure  damas,  and  columbe  blak  and  blew,, 

Sere  downis  fmal  on  dentilioun  '^  fprang,. 

The  zoung  grene  ^  blomit  ftrabery  leus  amang, 

Gimp  jereflouris  •  thareon  leuis  unfchet, 

Frefche  prymrois,  and  the  pourpour  violet, 

The  rois  knoppis,  tetand  furth. thare  hede, 

Gaa  chyp,  and  kyth  thare  vernale  lippis  rede, 

Cryfp  fkarlct  leuis  fum  fcheddand  baith  at  attanis,. 

Keft  ^  fragrant  fmel  amyd,  fra  goldin  granis  *, 


*  Sprigs.  «  Dandelion. 

'  Young;.  <*  Young  weeds* 

"  Trelhfles.     Efpaliers  for  vines,  «  Gilliflowers,     Gariophilum,  Lat.    Ka— 

^  Locked.     Enclofed.     Gemmed.^  ^ro^xxor.  Gr.    The  Scotch  word  is  nearer 

*  Rjed.  the  original.      Probably  the  poet  wrote 
y  Watchct.  t^are  auui/t.     See  ver.  72.  thare  awiH  um» 

*  Blue  and  wavy.  brage, 

*  Unbraid.  '    It    is    obfervable,    that    our    Pocj 
^  Grafs  embattelled;  never  once  mentions  the  fcentof  flowrrs. 

tiU. 
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Heuinlie  lyllyis,  with  lokkerand  toppis  quhyte^ 
Opynnit  and  fchew  thaie  crciftis  redemy te  \ 
The  balmy  vapour  from  thare  fylkyn  croppis 
Diftilland  halefum  fugurat  hony  droppis, 
And  fylver  ich^keris  '  gan  fra  leuis  hing, 
With  chryftal  fprayngis.  on  the  verdure  zing: 
The  plane  pouderit  with  femelie  feitis  found, 
Bedyit  ful  of  dewy  peirlys  rovmd  -, 
So  that  ilk  burgeon,  fyon,  herbe,  pr  floure^ 
Wox  all  enbalmit  of  the  frefche  liquour, 
.  And  baithit  hait  did  in  dulce  humouris  flete, 
Quhareof  the  beis  wrocht  thare  hony  fwete.— 
Svvannis  ^  fouchis  thrpw  out  the  refpand '  redis, 
Ouer  all  the  lochis  "  and  the  fludis  gray, 
Serfand  by  kynd  ane  place  quhare  they  fuld  lay  j 
Phebus  rede  foule  his  curale  creift  can  ftere^ 
Oft  ftrekand  furth  his  bekkil  crawand  clcre 
Amyd  the  wortis,  and  the  rutis  gent, 
Pickland  hys  mete  in  alayis  quhare  he  went, 
His  wyffis  Toppa  and  Partolet  hym  by, 
As  bird  al  tyme  that  hantis  bygamy ; 


tOl  he  comes  to  the  rofe,  and  never  «t  all  fwan,  die  cock,  and  Aeacodc»  b  this  order, 

^e  (cent  of  any  particular  flowery  except  and  with  feveral  of  tne  attributes  that  our 

the  rofe»  not  even  of  the  lily ;  for  I  take  it,  author  has  given  them.     See  Farad.  L« 

^he  words,  from  thare  fylkyn  croppis^   arc  vii.  438.  fcq. 
meant  to  defcribe  the  flowers  in  general^ 

and  the  balmy  vapour  to  be  the  fame  with  ——  The  Swan  with  arched  neck  ^ 

the  frefche  U^uour^  and  the  duke  humcurij  Between  her  white  wings  mantling  proudly, 

quhareof  the  bus  tvrccbt  thare  honyftvete^  an  rows 

exhalation  diftind  from  that  which  caufes  Her  flate  with  oary  feet ;  yet  oft  they  quit 

the  fccnt.    Afterwards  redolent  odour^  is  ge-  The  dank,  and  rifing  on  ftiff  pennonsj^tower 

neral ;  for  he  certainly  means  to  clofe  his  The  mid  aereal  iky  :  Others  on  ground 

defcription  of  the  vegetable  world,  by  one  Walk*d  firm:    the  crefled  Cock,   whofe 

«ni venal  doud  of  fragrance  from  all  nature.  clarion  founds 

c  Seeds.  The  filent  hours,  and  th*  0th  Ba,  whofe 

^  Redeemed*     Releafed,  opened.     The  gay  train 

gloflary  fays.  Decked,  Beaatiiful,  firom  Re^  Adorns  him,  color'd  with  the  florid  hoe 

dMtujf  Lat.  Of  rainbows  and  flarry  eyes.—- — 
"»  Shakers. 

^  That  Milton  had  his  eve  vmon  this  '  RufUing. 

j>afliige  is  plain,  from  hia.  defaibing  the  "  Lakes. 


The 
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The  payntit  powne  °  payfand  with  plumys  gym, 
Keft  up  his  tale  ane  proud  plefand  quhile  rym  % 
Ifchrowdit  in  his  fedderane  bricht  and  fchene^ 
Schapand  the  prent  of  Argois  hundreth  ene  j 
Amang  the  bronys '  of  the  olyue  twiftis, 
Sere  fmale  floulis,  wirkand  crafty  neftis, 
Endlang  the  hedgeis  thik,  and  on  rank  akis ' 
Ilk  bird  reiofand  with  thare  mirthful  mafcis  i 
In  corneris  and  clere  fenefteris  of  glas 
Full  befely  Arachne  weuand  was. 
To  knyt  hyr  nettis  and  hyr  wobbis  fle, 
Tharewith  to  cauch  the  litil  mige  '  or  fle : 
Under  the  bewis  bene  in  lufely  valis, 
Within  fermance  and  parkis  clois  of  palis^ 
The  buftuous  bukkis  rakis  furth  on  raw, 
Heirdis  of  hertis  throw  the  thyck  wod  fchaw. 
The  zoung  fownys  followand  the  dun  days  *, 
Kiddis  fkippand  throw  ronnys  eftir  rais  \ 
In  lefuris  •  and  on  leyis  litill  lammes 
Full  tait  and  trig  focht  bletand  to  thare  dammes* 
On  fait  ftremes  wolk  Dorida  and  Thetis, 
By  rynnand  ftrandis,  nymphs  and  naiades, 
Sic  as  we  clepe  wenfchis  and  damyflellis. 
In  gerfy  grauis  wanderand  by  fpring  wellis. 
Of  blomed  branchis  and  flouris  quhy te  and  rede 
Plettand  their  lufty  chaplettis  for  thare  hede : 
Sum  lang  ring  fangis,  ledis,  and  rouridis. 
With  vocis  fchil,  quhil  all  the  dale  refonndis. — 
Dame  naturis  menftralis  on  that  uthyr  parte, 
Thare  blifsful  bay  intohyng  euery  arte. 


»  Peacock.  '  Giitt. 

*  Whecl-rim.  •  Docs. 

^  Branches*  ^  Roes. 

^  Oaks.  » tcafowes. 


To* 
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To  bete  thare  amouris  of  thare  nychtis  bale. 
The  merle,  the  mauys,  and  the  nychtingale, 
With  mirry  notis  myrthfully  furth  brift, 
Enfoffing  thaym  quha  micht  do  clhik  it  beft : 
The  kowfchot''  croudis  and  pykkis  on  the  ryfe, 
The  ftirling  changis  diuers  fteuynnys  nyfe ', 
The  fparrow.chirmis  in  the  wallis  clyft, 
Goldfpink  and  lintquhite  fordynnand  the  lyft% 
The  gukkow  galis  ',  and  fo  quhitteris  the  quale, 
Quhil  ryveris  reirdit  %  fdhawis,  and  euery  dale, 
And  tendir  twiftis  trymblit  on  the  treis, 
For  birdis  fang,  and  bemyng  df  the  beis, 
In  werblis  dalce  of  heuinlie  armonyis. 
The  larkis  loude  releifchand  **  in  the  fkyis, 
Louis  thare  lege^  with  tonys  curious  ; 
JBayth  to  dame  Natur,  ^d  the  frefche  Venus, 
Rendring  hie  laudis  in  thare  obferuance, 
<^hais  fbggourit  throttis  ^  made  glade  hartis  dance. 
And  al  fmal  foulis  fingis  on  the  fpray  5 

Welcum  the  lord  of  licht,  and  lampe  of  day, 
Welcum  fofterare  of  tendir  herbis  grene,         • 
Welcum  qiihikkjnnar  of  flurift  flouris  fchene, 
Welcum  fupport  of  cuery  rute  and  vane, 
Welcum  confort  of  al  kind  frute  and  granc, 
Welcum  the  birdis  beild*  apoun  the  brere, 
Welcum  maifter  and  revtlare  of  the  zere, 
Welcum  welefare  of  hufbandis  at  the  plewis  \ 
Welcum  rej)arare  of  woddis,  treis,  and  bewis. 


''^ove.  So  the  Friar  it  faid  to  gale^  Wipe  of 

-"Fine  tunes.  B.  Prol.  v.  832. 

y  Firmament.  *  Refounded. 

•Cries.  So  Chaucer  of  the  niAtingale.  !i*^"?°?*.   r  j   xt 

vrw8.   ow  waauvcr  w*  *uc  lugu^uig-i^.  ^  Praifcd  their  Lady  Nature. 

iCov*.  L.  V.  1357.  ,  5^    ^^  Throats. 

But  DOMiNB XABiA  ganhemeand  gale.  «  Who  build.          '  Ploughs. 

Welcum 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  289 

Welcum  depaynter  of  the  blomyt  medis, 
Welcum  the  lyfFe  of  euery  thing  that  fpredis^ 
Welcum  ftorare  '  of  all  kynd  beftial, 
Welcum  be  thy  bricht  hemes  gladand  al. 

The  poetical  beauties  of  this  fpecimen  will  be  relifhed  by 
every  reader  who  is  fond  of  lively  touches  of  fancy,  and 
rural  imagery,  ^ut  the  verfes  will  have  another  merit  with 
thofe  critics  who  love  to  contemplate  the  progrefs  of  com- 
pofition,  and  to  mark  the  original  workings  of  genuine  na- 
ture 5  as  they  are  the  efFufion  of  a  mind  not  overlaid  by  the 
defcriptions  of  othef  poets,  but  operating,  by  its  own  force 
and  bias,  in  the  delineation  of  a  vernal  landfcape,  on  fuch 
obje6ls  as  really  occurred.  On  this  account,  they  deferve  to 
be  better  underftood :  and  I  have  therefore  tranflated  them 
into  plain  modern  Englifti  profe.  In  the  mean  time,  this 
experiment  will  ferve  to  prove  their  native  excellence.  Di- 
vefted  of  poetic  numbers  and  expreffion,  they  ftill  retain 
their  poetry;  and,  to  ufe  the  compariibn  of  an  elegant 
writer  on  a  like  occafion,  appear  like  Ulyffes,  ftill  a  king 
and  conqueror,  although  difguifed  like  a  peafant,  and  lodged 
in  the  cottage  of  the  herdfman  Eumaeus. 

"  Frefli  Aurora,  the  wife  of  Tithonus,  iflued  from  her 
**  faffron  bed,  and  ivory  houfc.  She  was  cloathed  in  a  robe 
**  of  crimfon  and  violet-colour ;  the  cape  Vermilion,  and  the 
"  border  purple :  fhe  opened  the  windows  of  her  ample 
**  hall,  overfpread  with  rofes,  and  filled  with  balm,  or  nard. 
"  At  the  fame  time,  the  cryftal  gates  of  heaven  were  thrown 
**  open^,  to  illumine  the  world.  The  glittering  ftreamers  of 
^  the  orient  difFufed  purple  ftreaks  mingled  with  gold  and 
**  azure. — The  fteeds  of  the  fun,  in  red  harnefs  of  rubies, 
"  of  colour  brown  as  the  berry,  lifted  their  heads  above  the 
"  fea,  to  glad  our  hemifphere :  the  flames  burft  from  their 
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"  noftrils: — While  (hortly,  apparelled  in  his  luminous 
•*  array,  Phebus,  bearing  the  blazing  torch  of  day,  iffued 
*'  from  his  royal  palace }  with  a  golden  crown,  glorious 
**  vifage,  curled  locks  bright  as  the  chryfolite  or  topaz,  and 
"  with  a  radiance  intolerable. — The  fiery  fparks,  burfting. 
"  from  his  eyes,  purged  the  air,  and  gVlded  the  new  ver- 
"  dure. — The  golden  vanes  of  his  throne  covered  the  ocean 
*/  with  a  glittering  glance,  and  the  broad  waters  were  all  in 
"  a  blaze,  at  the  firft  glimpfe  of  his  appearance.  It  was 
**  glorious  to  fee  the  winds  appeafed,  the  fea  becalmed,  the 
"  foft  feafon,  the  ferene.  firmament,  the  ftill  air,  and  the 
'*  beauty  of  the  watery  fcene.  The  filver-fcaled  fifties,  on 
"  the  gravel,  gliding  haftily,  as  it  were  from  the  hea^  or  fun, 
**  through  clear  dreams,  with  fins  fliining  brown  as  cinna- 
**  bar,  and  chiflel-tails,  darted  here  and  there.  The  new 
**  luftre,  enlightening  all  the  land,  beamed  on  the  fmall 
**  pebbles  on  the  fides  of  rivers,  and  on  the  ftrands,  which. 
•*  looked  like  beryl :  while  the  refleftion  of  the  rays  played 
*•  on  the  banks  in  variegated  gleams ;  and  Flora  threw  forth 
•*  her  blooms  under  the  feet  of  the  fun's  brilliant  horfes. 
"  The  bladed  foil  was  embroidered  with  various  hues.  Botk 
wood  and  foreft  were  darkened  with  boughs ;  which,  re- 
flefted  from  the  ground,  gave  a  ftiadowy  luftre  to  the  red 
rocks.  Towers,  turrets,  battlements,  and  high  pinnacles^ 
of  churches,  caftles,  and  every  fair  city,  feemed  to  be 
painted;  and,  together  with  every  baftion  and  ftory,.  ex- 
preffed  their  own  fliapc  on  the  plains.  The  glebe,  fearlefs 
of  the  northern  blafl:s,  •  fpread  her  broad  bofom.  — The 
corn-crops,  and  the  neyjr-fprung  barley,  recloathed  the 
earth  with  a  gladfome  garment.  —  The  variegated  vefture 
of  the  valley  covered  the  cloven  furrow  j  and  the  barley- 
lands  were  diverfified  with  flowery  weeds.  The  meadow 
was  befprinkled  with  rivulets :  and  the  frefli  moiflnare  of 
the  dewy  night  reflored  the  herbage  which  the  cattle  had 
cropped  in  the  day.    The  blofibms  in  the  blowing  garden 
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"  trufted  their  heads  to  the  proteftion  of  the  young  fun, 
<«  Rank  ivy-leaves  overfpread  the  wall  of  the  rampart.  The 
"  blooming  hawthorn  cloathed  all  his  thorns  in  flowers.  The 
«<  budding  clufters  of  the  tender  grapes  hung  end-long,  by 
<«  their  tendrils,  from  the  trellifes.  The  gems  of  the  trees 
«  unlocking,  expanded  themfelves  into  the  foliage  of  Na- 
«  ture's  tapeftry.  There  was  a  foft  verdure  after  balmy 
<<  fliowers.  The  flowers  fmiled  in  various  colours  on  the 
"  bending  fl:alks.  Some  red,  &c.  Others,  watchet,  like  the 
«  blue  and  wavy  fea;  fpeckled  with  red  and  white;  or, 
"  bright  as  gold.  The  daify  unbraided  her  little  coronet, 
«  The  grafs  flood  embattelled,  with  banewort,  &c.  The 
«<  feeded  down  flew  from  the  dandelion.  Young  weeds  ap- 
«<  peared  among  the  leaves  of  the  ftrawberries.  Gay  gilli- 
««  flowers,  &c.  The  rofe  buds,  putting  forth,  offered  theif 
«*  red  vernal  lips  to  be  kifled ;  and  diff'ufed  fragrance  from  the 
«  crifp  fcarlet  that  furrounded  their  golden  feeds.  Lilies, 
<*  with  white  curJing  tops,  fliewed  their  crefts  open.  The 
«  odorous  vapour  moiftened  the  filver  webs  that  hung 
"  from  the  leaves.  The  plain  was  powdered  with  round 
<*  dewy  pearls.  From  every  bud,  fcyon,  herb,  and  flower,  • 
"  bathed  in  liquid  fragrance,  the  bee  fucked  fweet  honey.  — 
<<  The  fwans  clamoured  amid  the  ruftling  reeds ;  and  fearch- 
<«  cd  all  the  lakes  and  gray  rivers  where  to  build  their  nefts, 
<<  The  red  bird  of  the  fun  lifted  his  coral  creft,  crowing 
<*  cleav  among  the  plants  and  rutis  genty  picking  his  food 
<*  from  every  path,  and  attended  by  his  wives  Toppa  and 
<«  Partlet.  The  painted  peacock  with  gaudy  plumes,  un- 
<^  folded  his  tail  like  a  bright  wheel,  inflirouded  in  his 
«'  fliining*  feathers,  refembling  the  marks  of  the  hundred 
<^  eyes  of  Argus.  Among  the  boughs  of  the  twifted  olive, 
««  the  fmall  birds  framed  their  artful  nefts,  or  along  the 
**  thick  hedges,  or  rejoiced  with  their  merry  mates  on  the 
**  tall  oaks.  In  the  fecret  nook,  or  in  the  clear  windows  of 
«  glafs,  the  fpider  full  ^bufily  wove  her  fly  net,  to  enlharc 
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«*  the  little  gnat  or  fly.  Under  the  boughs  that  fcreen  the 
'^  valley,  or  within  the  pale-inclofed  park,  the  nimble  deer 
•*  trooped  in  ranks,  the  harts  wandered  through  the  thick 
**  woody  (haws,  and  the  young  fawns  followed  the  dap- 
•*  pled  does.  Kids  fkipped  through  the  briers  after  the  roes  -y 
"  and  in  the  paftuies  and  leas,  the  lambs,  full  tight  and  trig^ 
*'  bleated  to  their  dams.  Doris  and  Thetis  walked  on  the 
**  fait  ocean  5  and  Nymphs  and  Naiads,  wandering  by  fpring- 
**  wells  in  the  grafly  groves,  plaited  lufty  chaplets  for  their 
**  hair,  of  blooming  branches,  or  of  flowers  red  and  white. 
"  They  fung,  and  danced,  &c.  —  Meantime,  dame  Nature's 
**  minftrels  raife  their  amorous  notes,  the  ring-dove  coos 
**  and  pitches  on  the  tall  copfe,  the  ftarling  whittles  her 
«*  varied  defcant,  the  fparrow  diirps  in  the  clefted  wall ;  the 
"  goldfinch  and  linnet  filled  the  (kies,  the  cuckow  cried,  the 
**  quail  twittered;  while  rivers,  ftiaws,  and  every  dale  re- 
"  founded ;  and  the  tender  branches  trembled  on  the  trees,^ 
«*  at  the  fong  of  the  birds,  and  the  buzzing  of  the  bees,  &c.'* 
This  Landfcape  may  be  finely  contrafted  with  a  defcription 
of  Winter,  from  the  Prologue  to  the  feventh  book^  a  part 
of  which  I  will  give  in  literal  profe. 

"  The  fern  withered  on  the  miry  fallows:  the  brown 
moors  afllimed  a  barren  mofly  hue:  banks,  fides  of  hills, 
and  bottoms,  grew  white  and  bare:  the  cattle  looked 
hoary  from  the  dank  weather:  the  wind  made  the  red 
weed  waver  on  the  dike  :  From  crags  and  the  foreheads  of 
the  yellow  rocks  hung  great  icicles,  in  length  like  a  fpear : 
the  foil  was  duflcy  and  gray,  bereft  of  flowers,  herbs,  and 
grafs :  in  every  holt  and  foreft,  the  woods  we^e  ftripped 
of  their  array.  Boreas  blew  his  bugle  horn  fo  loud,  that 
the  folitary  deer  withdrew  to  the  dales :  the  fmall  birds 
flocked  to  the  thick  briers,  ftiunning  the  tcmpeft:uous 
blaft,  and  changing  their  loud  notes  to  chirping:  the  cata- 

0 
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**  rafts  roared,  and  every  linden-tree  whittled  and  brayed  to 
"  the  founding  of  the  wind.  The  poor  labourers  ivent  wet 
**  and  ivearyy  draggled  in  the  fen.  The  ftieep  and  (hepherds 
*^  lurked  under  the  hanging  banks,  or  wild  broom. — Warm 
"  from  the  chimney-fide,  and  refrefhed  with  generous  cheer, 
**  I  ftole  to  my  bed,  and  laid  down  to  fleep;  when  I  faw  the 
**  moon,  (hed  through  the  windows  her  twinkling  glances, 
**  and  watery  light :  I  heard  the  horned  bird,  the  night- 
"  owl,  fhrieking  horribly  with  crooked  bill  from  her  cavern : 
**  I  heard  the  wild-geefe,  with  fcreaming  cries,  fly  over  the 
'*  city  through  the  filent  night.  J  was  foon  lulled  afleep;. 
•*  till  the  cock  clapping  his  wings  crowed  thrice,  and  the 
"  day  peeped.  I  waked  and  faw  the  mpon  difappear,  arid 
**  heard  the  jack-daws  cackle  on  the  roof  of  the  houfe.  The 
"  cranes,  prognofticating  tempefts,  in  a  firm  phalanx, 
"  pierced  the  air  with  voices  foxinding  like  a  trumpet.  The 
**  kite,  perched  on  an  old  tree,  faft  by  my  chamber,  cried 
**  lamentably,  a  fign  of  the  dawning  day.  I  rofe,  and  half^ 
**  opening  my  window,  perceived  the  morning,  livid,  wan,. 
"  and  hoary ;  the  air  overwhelmed  with  vapour  and  cloud  j 
•*  the  ground  ftifF,  gray,  and  rough;  the  branches  rattling;.. 
•*  the  fides  of  the  hills  looking  black  and  hard  with  the 
"  driving  blafts;  the  dew-drops  congealed  on  the  ftubblc 
"  and  rind  of  trees ;  the  fharp  hail-ftones,  deadly-cold,  bop^ 
*'  pifig  on  the  thatch  and  the  neighbouring  caufeway,  &c." 

Bale,  whofe  titles  of  Englifh  books  are  often  obfcured  by 
being  put  into  Latin,  recites  among  Gawin  Douglafs's  po- 
etical works,  his  Narrationes  aurea^  and  Comcedice  aliquot  facra '. 
Of  his  Narrationes  aure^,  our  abthor  feems  to  fpeak 
in  the  Epilogue.,  to  Virgil,  addreffed  to  his  patron  lord 
Sinclair  ^. 

I  have  alfo  a  ftrange  command  [comment]  compyld,. 
To  expone  ftrange  hyftoryes  and  termes  wild^ 

*  ;d\'-58.  ^  Ut  fupr.  p.  485- 

Perhaps- 
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Perhaps  thefe  tales  were  the  iiftions  of  antient  mythology. 
Whether  the  CoMOEDiiB  were  facred  interludes,  or  Myste- 
.RiES,  for  '.the  ftage,  or  only  facred  narratives,  I  cannot  de- 
termine. jA.nother  of  his  original  poems  is  the  Palice  of 
Honour,  a  moral  vifion,.  written  in  the  year  1501,  planned 
on  the  defjgn  of  ;the  Tablet  of  Cebes,  and  imitated  in  the 
elegant  Latin  dialogue  De  T'ranquillitdte  jinimi  of  his  country- 
man Plorence  Wilfon,  or  Florentius  Volufenus  \  It  was 
£rft  printed  at  London,  in  1553".  The  objeft  of  this  alle- 
gory, is  to  ihew  the  inftability  and  infufficiency  of  worldly 
'pomp,;  and  to  prove,  that  a  conftant  and  undeviating  habit 
.of  virtue  is  the  only  way  to  true  Honour  and  Happinefs,  who 
refide  in  a  magnificent  palace,  iituated  on  the  fummit  of  a 
high  and  inacceflible  mountain.  The  allegory  is  illuftrated 
l>y  a  variety  of  examples  of  illuflrious  perfonages ;  not  only 
of  thofe,  who  by  a  regular  perfeverance  in  honourable  deeds 
gained  admittance  into  this  fplendid  habitation,  but  of  thofe, 
who  were  excluded  from  it,  by  debafing  the  dignity  of  their 
eminent  ftations  with  a  vicious  and  unmanly  behaviour.  It 
is  addreiTed,  as  an  apologue  for  the  condufl  of  a  king,  to 
James  the  fourth ;  is  adorned  with  many  pleafing  incidents 
jmd  adventures,  and  abounds  with  genius  and  learning. 


VLogd*  *W  ^^  Gmh.  1543.  4to. 

"*  In  quarto.  Again,  £dinb.  1579.  4.to. 
'**  When  pale  Aurora  with  face  lamentable." 
I>oi^liUf  dfo  wrote  a  fmall  Latin  Hifloiy 
>iif  Sicotland.  See  alfo  a  Dialogue  con- 
cerning a  Aecdogical  fiibjeA  to  be  Abated 


l>etweeny  Jues  famaios  'uiros^  G.  Dooglas 
piovoft  of  faint  Giles,  and  mailer  David 
Cranftoun  bachelonr  of  divinity,  prefixed 
to  John  Major^s  Commbntarii  in  frim. 
Sintcnt.  Panf.  1519.  foL 
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SECT-    XIV, 

WITH  Dunbar  and  Douglafs  I  join  Sir  David  Lyndefay^. 
although  perhaps  in  ftridtnefs  he  ftiould  not  be  placed 
fo  early  as  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth 'century.  He  appears  to 
have  been  employed  in  feveral  offices  about  the  perfon  of 
James  the  fifth,  from  the  infancy  of  that  monarch,  by  whom 
he  was  much  beloved  5  and  at  length,  on  account  of  his- 
fingular  Ikill  in  heraldry,  a  fcience  then  in  high  eftimation 
and  among  the  moft  politt  accomplifhments,  he  was  knight- 
ed and  appointed  Lion  king  of  arms  of  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland.  Notwithftanding  thefe  fituations,  he  was  an  ex- 
cellent fcholar  ". 

Lyndefay's  principal  performances  are  The  Dreme,  and' 
The  MoNARCHiE.  In  the  addrefs  to  James  the  fifth,  prefixed- 
to  the  Dreme,  he  thus,  with  much  tendernefs  and  elegance,, 
fpeaks  of  the  attention  he  paid  to  his  majelly  when  a  child. 

When  thou  wes  young,  I  bare  thee  in  myne  arrtie 
Full  tenderlie,  till  thow  begouth  to  gang** s 
And  in  thy  bed  oft  lappit  thee  full  warme 
With  lute  in  hand,  fyne**  fweitlie  to  thee  fang. 

He  adds,  that  he  often  entertained  the  young  prince  witlvj 
various  dances  and  gefticulations,  and  by  dreffing  himfelf  in 
feigned  charafters,  as  in  an  interlude  ^  A  new  proof  that 
theatrical  diverfions  were  now  common  in  Scotland. 


*  See  the  Warki»  of  thb   famous  I  be!iev6  th6  lad  editk>n  is  at  Edinburgh, 

AND  WOR^HIE    KkWHT   ScHIR   DaVID  I7O9.   I  2tflO. 

Lt  If  DBS  AY  of  the  Mount,  5rc.     Newly  *  Began  to  walk. 

corredkit  and  vindicate  from   the  former  p  TlMn. 

erroorisy  &c*    Pr.  by  Johne  Scott,  A.  D.  <  So  alfo  his  Cosiflatnt  to  the  Kingis 

1568.  4to.    They  have  been  often  printed^  Grace,  Si  gnat.  E.iii. 

— -  As 
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Sumtyme  in  danfing  feirelie  I  flang, 

And  fumtyme  playand  fairfis  '  on  the  flure : 

^         ^  «         «         4(  ^      '   ^         •»         « 

And  fumtyme  lyke  ane  feind  '  transfigurate. 
And  fumtyme  lyke  the  grieflie  gaift  of  Gy  \ 
In  divers  formis  oftymcs  disfigurate. 
And  fumtyme  diffagift  full  plefandlie  \ 

In  the  Prologue  to  the  Dreme,  our  author  difcovcrs 
ftrong  talents  for  high  defcription  and  rich  imagery.     In  a 


■■       As  ane  chapman  bures  hts  pak, 
I  bure  thy^erace  upon  mv  bak ; 
And  fomedmes  ftndlbgis  on  my  nek> 
Sanfand  with  many  bend  and  bek.-*— 
And  ay  qohen  thow  come  from  the  fcule. 
Than  I  behafit  to  play  the  fale. — 
I  wol  thou  luffit  me  better  than   « 
Nor  now  fome  wyfe  dois  hir  gude  man. 

'  Playing  farces,   frolics. 

•  In  the  ihape  of  a  fiend. 

*  The  griefly  ghoft  of  Guy  earl  of  War- 
wick. 

"Difguifedymafked,  tomakefport.  Sic- 
HAT.  D.  i.  He  adds,  what  illufbate^  the 
text,  above.^ 

So  fen  thy  birth  I  have  continnallie 
Ben  occupyity  and  ay  to  thy  plefour. 
And  fumtyme  Sewar,  Coppar,  and  Carvour. 

That  is»  fewer,  and  cupper  or  butler.  He 
then  calls  himfelf  the  king's  /ecreit  The- 
/auraTy  and  chief  Cubicuiar.  Afterwards 
he  enumerates  fome  of  his  own  works. 

I  have  at  lenth  the  iloreis  done  difcryve 
Of  He£lor,  Arthur,  and  gentill  Julius, 
Of  Alexander,  and  worthy  Pompeius. 

Of  Jafon  and  Medea,  all  at  lenth. 

Of  Hercules  the  adlis  honorable. 

And  of  Samjpfon  the  fupematurall  flrensth. 

And  of  leil  lufFaris  [lovers]  flories  amiable ; 

And  ofcimes  have  I  feinzeit  mony  fs^>le. 

Of  Troilus  the  forrow  and  the  joy. 

And  iieges  all  of  Tire^  Thebes,  and  Troy. 


The  prophecyis  of  Rymour,  Beid,  and  Mar- 
ling, 
And  of  mony  other  plefand  hiftories. 
Of  the  reid  Etin,  and  the  gyir  catling. 


That  is,  the  prophecies  of  Thomas  Ry- 
mour, venerable  Bede,  and  Merlin.  [See 
fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  74.  75.  feq. 


And  MSS. 


Afhm.  337. 6.]  Thomas  the  Rimour,  or 
Thomas  Leirmouth  of  Erceldoun,  feems 
to  have  wrote  a  poem  on  Sir  Triibam. 
Rob.  Brumnb  fays  thisftory  would  exceed 
all  others. 

If  men  yt  fayd  as  made  Thomas. 

That  is,  <*  If  men  recited  it  according  te 
**  the  original  compofition  of  Thomas  j£r- 
"  celdoun,  or  the  Rimour."  See  Lang- 
toft's  Chron.  Append.  Pref.  p.  100.  vol. 
i.  edit.  Heame.  Oxon.  1725.  8vo.  He 
fiourifhed  about  1280.  I  do  not  underhand. 
The  reU  Etiiit  and  the  gyir  catling:  but 
gyir  is  a  maflte  or  mafquerade.  Many  of 
Lyndefay's  Interludes  are  among  Lord 
Hyndfbrd's  manufcripts  of  Scotch  poetry, 
and  are  exceedingly  obfcene.  One  of 
Lyndefay's  Moralities,    called,    Anb 

SaTYRE  op  the  three  ESTAITS  incoM* 
mentation  of  'vertenAf  and  *vytuperation  of 
<vycey  was  printed  at  Edinburgh,  1602. 
This  piece,  which  b  intirely  m  rhyme, 
and  conMs  of  avariety  of  meafures,  muft 
have  taken  up  four  hours  in  the  rq>re- 
fentation. 

morning 
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morning  of  the  month  of  January,  the  poet  quits  the  copfe 
and  the  bank,  now  deftitute  of  verdure  and  flowers,  and 
walks  towards  the  fea-beach.  The  dawn  of  day  is  exprelT* 
ed  by  a  beautiful  and  brilliant  metaphor. 

By  this,  fair  Titan  with  his  lemis  licht 
Oer  all  the  land  had  fpred  his  banner  bricht. 

In  his  walk,  mufing  on  the  defolatioas  of  the  winter,  and 
the  diftance  of  fpring,  he  meets  Flora  diiguifed  in  a  fable 
cobc^ 

I  met  dame  Flora  in  dule  weid  diflgyfit  % 
Quhilk  into  May  was  dulce  and  dele^fcabill. 
With  ftalwart''  ftorms  hir  fweitnels  war  fupprift. 
Her  hevinlie  hewis  war  tumid  into  fabilU 
Quhilk  umquihle '  war  to  lufFaris  amiabill. 
Fled  from  the  froft  the  tender  flouris  I  faw 
Under  dame  Naturis  mantill  lurking  law  \ 

The  birds  are  tlien  reprefented,  flocking  round  Nature^ 
complaining  of  the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  ^id  calling  for 
the  genial  warmth  of  fummer.  The  expofliilation  of  the 
lark  with  Aurora,  the  fun,  and  the  months,  is  conceived 
and  condu£led  in  the  true  fpirit  of  poetry. 


€< 
€€ 
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Allace,  AuRORE,  the  fyllie  lark  gan  cry, 
Quhare  has  thou  left  thy  balmy  liquour  fwcit. 
That  us  rejoyfit,  mounting  in  the  fkye? 
Thy  fylver  dropps  are  turnit  into  fleit ! 
O  fair  Phebus,  where  is  thy  holfum  heit? 


*  SioKAT.  D.  ii.  *  Once,  one  wUtai 

*  Difgtttfed  in  a  cUrk  gtrment.  *  Low* 
y  Violent. 

Vol.  IL  <^  q  ''  Qijhair 
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*«  Quhair  tit  fhou,  May^  with  Ju»i  thy  filter  fthene, 
"  WxUl  bordourit  with  dafyis  of  dclyte  ? 
"  And  gentill  Julie,  with  thv  niantiU  grcne 
*'  Enamilit  with  rofis  reid  and  quhyte  ? 

The  poet  afcends.  the  cliffs  on  the  fca-(hore;  and  entering 
a  cavern,  high  in  the  cragSy  fits  down  to  regijler  in  rhyme  fome 
mery  mater  of  antiquitif.  He  compares  the  flu^uation  of  the 
fea  with  the  inftainiity  of  huoman  affairs  i  ^d  atiengthi  bet- 
ing comfortably  Throuded  from  the  falling  fleet  by  the;  tidfe*- 
nefs  of  his  cavern,  is  lulled  afleep  by  the  whiffling  of  the 
winds  among  the  rocks,  and  the  beating  of  the  tide*  He 
then  has  tlie  following  Vifion. 

He  iec»  a  lady  of  great  beauty,  and  benignity  of  afpeft ;' 
who  fays,  flae  comes  to  (both  his  melartcholy  hj  fhewing 
him  fome  new  fpe£tacles.  Her  name  is  R«>«jbm$rance. 
Inftantaneoufly  flie  carries  hiift  into  the  center  of  the  earth. 
Hell  is  here  laid  Open*";  which  is  filled  with  popes,  cardinals, 
abbots,  archbifliops  in  their  pontifical  attire,  and  ecclefiaftics 
of  every  degree.  In  explaining  the  caufcs  of  their  punilh- 
ments,  a  long  fatire  on  rite  clergy  cnfbes.  With  thefe  are 
Joined  ^^!^  Caiphas,fejK>(?/  Annas,  the  traitor  Judas,  Ma-? 
kemety  Chorah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram-  Among  thq  tyrant J^ 
or  unjuft  kings,  are  Nero,  Pharaoh,  and!  Herod,  Pontius 
Pilate  is  hung  up  by  the  heels* .  He  fees  alfo,  mapy  ducheffes 
and  counteffes,  who  fuffer  for  pride  and  adultery.  Sheithen 
gives  the  poet  a  view  of  purgatory  *• 

^  It  was  a  part  of  the  old  mundane  fjf-  **  poarraic  t&tt  en  fi  noUt  Iktc  cmune  eft 

tern, -that  hell  waa  placed  in  the  cent>e  of  ^  Fair,  &c.''  ch.  viiL 

the  earth.  So  a  fragment,  cited  by  Hearne,  «  See  above,  p.  197.  feq.    I  ha^  there. 

Glossary  Rob.  GIouc  ii.  5.S3.  mentioned  a  Vifion  of  Hell,  under  the  title 

»     V   r  •   i_  11    '^         11      .  w  of   OwAVNB   MiLBs.      One   Gilbertos 

Ryght  fo  «  hcU-p.tt,  as  dcrkes  telle*,  Ludenfis,  a  monk  fent  br  k»g  Stephen 

Amydc  the  erthe  aodno whtrerile..  j^^^  ,^,^„j^  ^^^^ ^ foun5edaioK3oy, 

So  aUo  an  old  French  tra£t,  Limaics  du  with  an  Tri(h  knight  called  Obw,  wrote 

MoNPB,  or  Jmagt  if  the  tuerlJ,  "  Saches  DeOtKi  Vifiont  in  Purgaterio.    See  Wen- 

"  3>;c  eik  la  tetre  eft  enier,  car  eni«£ae  dover,  apod  Mat.  Pans,  fub  aoiu  tt^j. 
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A  Title  above  that  dolorous  dungeon, 
We  enterit  in  ane  countre  full  of  cair ; 
Quliare  that  we  (aw  mony  one  Icgioun- 
Gretand  and  grouland  with. -mony  ruthfuU  rair*, 
Quhat  place  is  this,  quod  I,  of^blis  fo  hair? 
Scho  anfwerit  and  faid,  Pur^atorie, 
Qhuilk  purgis  fauUs  or  they  cum  to  glorie*. 

After  fome  theological  reafonings"  on  the  abfurdily  of  this 
intermediate  ftate^.and  having  viewed  the  dungeon  of  un- 
baptized  babes,  and  the  limbus  of  the  fouls  of  men  who 
died  before  Chrift,  which  is  placed  in  a  vault  above  the 
region  of  torment,  they  reafcend  through  the  bowels  of  the 
earth.  In  paffing,  they  furvey  the  fecret  riches  of  the  earthy 
mines  of  goW^^  filver,  and  precious  ftones.  They  mounts 
through  the  ocean,  which  is  fuppofed  to  environ  the  earth : 
thch  tr^v«l  tUyovkgh  the  air,  and  next  through  the  fii-e. 
Having  palTed  the  three  elements,  they  bend  towards  heaven, 
but  firft  vifit  the  feven  planets  ^  They  enter  the  fphere  of 
tbii  moon,  wh9  is  elegantly  ftyledf 


Reg.  Stephan.    According  to  Ware,  Gil-  '  The  planetary  fyftem  was  thus  divided. 

ktrtui  floariihed  ia  the  year  115a.  ScuiP-  i.  The  Primum  Mobile,  or  firft  motion. 

TOR.  HiiERN.  p.  III.    Among  the  mar  ii.  The  criihdluie  hetven,  in  widck  wtre 

vofcripta  of  Magdalene  coUe^  in  Oxford;  placed  the  fi;ced  iUn.  iii.  The  twelve  figns 

w»  theVisioNBs  ofTundiJ»  orTungalj  of  the  zo£ac.    iv.  The  foheres  or  circles 

a  kiught  of  Ireland.    **-  Com  anuna  mea  of' t|^e  planets  in  this  order:  vij.  Satanic 

4<  corpua  axseict."  MSS.  Cdl.  Magd.  53,  Tapiter.  Mars,  Sof,  Veni»»  Mercwf,  and 

It  is  prUted  in  Tinmcuuh's  Sanctilo-  laftty  the  moon,  which  they  placed  in  Am 

ciuu.    And  in  the  Speculum  Histo*  Centre  of  innvtrfal  nature.    Agun,  diey 

a  J  ALE  of  Vincentius  Bellovacenfis,   lib.'  fuppofed  the  earth  to  be  furrowdad  1^ 

xxvii.  cap.  ^8.    He  is  calkd  Fundalus  in  three  elementary  inheres,   fire,   air,   and 

a  maauftript  of  this  ptocc»  Bibl.  Bodl.  NE.  water.  Milton,  m  hu  Blegy  on  the  D^ath 

B.J.  16.    He  lived  in  the  year  1149.  6p  a  paie  Infant,  makes  a  Very  po-> 

Ware,  m  {upr.  p.  ^^.    I  believe  this  piece  etical  u(e  of  the  notion  of  a  frinmm  «*#• 

is  in  tha  Cotton  bbrary,  under  the  name  hlU^  where  he  fappofes  that  the  (bol  of  the 

ofTuNDALB,  MS.  Camo.  A.  1 2.  f.  17.  diild hovcrs     ^ 
i>ee  what  id  (aid  in  Ftoi/Tart,  of  the  viiions  y.,         .1.  »  t.*  t.      '    ^ 

of  a  cav«  in  Ireland,  called  faint  Patrick's  ^^"^  *^'  ^^^  •"*»*  *««^"'« 

Pur^to7..tom.ii.  c.  aoo.  Berners'.TnmO.  ^  '^^l^lx^\^^  fidd,.  &c 

^  SicNAT«  D.  ill.  St.  vi.  v.  39.    SccParad.L.  iii.  483. 

Qji  2  Qucne 
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Qucnc  of  the  fea,  and  beautic  of  the  nicht. 

The  fun  is  tl\en  defciibed,^  with  great  force. 

Than  pad  we  to  the  (pbeir  of  Phebut  bricht. 
That  lufty  lamp  and  lanteme  of  the  hcrin  i 
And  glader  of  the  flerris  with  his  licht ; 
And  principal  of  all  the  planets  fevin. 
And  fate  in  myddis  of  thame  all  full  evin  i 
As  roy '  royall  rolling  in  hia  fphair 
Full  plefandlie  into  his  goldin  chair.— 

For  to  difcryvc  his  diademe  royall, 
Bordourit  about  with  ftonis  fchyning  bricht, 
His  goldin  car,  or  throne  imperiall. 
The  four  ftcdis  that  drawith  it  fuU  richt,  &c^ 

They  now  arrive  at  that  part  of  heaven  which  is  calledl 
the  Chrystalline  \  and  are  admitted  to  the  Empyreal^  or 
heaven  of  heavens*  Here  they  view  the  throne  of  God,  fur- 
rounded  by  the  nine  orders  of  angd^,  iinging  v^th  ine&ble 
harmony  ^.    Next  the  throne  is  the  Virgin  Mary,  the  queen  of 

t  To  be  proneimced'^flyilabicaUx.^  ^  Beamft  die  ftrij^tmts  Kcfe  mentiopedf 

^  Si  GHAT.  E.  i.  (everal  degrees  of  tngeh»  Dionirfiiit  tlie 

'  Moft  of  thu  pliUofophy  is  immediately  Areoj^ite,  and  others,  have  divided  tlieflr 

borrowed  from  this  firft  chapters  of  the  No-  bto  nine  orders ;  and  thofe  ther  have  re> 

lembnr^  Chronicle^  a  oekbmted  book  duced  into  dkree  hierarchies,    lliis  was  « 

when  Lyndefiiy  wrote,  printed  in  the  year  tempting  fobjeft  for  the  refining  genins  of 

1493.    It  is  »eie  faidy  that  of  the  waters  the  fchool-divines:  and  accordinj^  we  find 

above  the  finnament  which  were^  frozen  in  Thomas  Aquinas  a  difqnifition,  Oi  m-- 

like  cryftaly  God  made  the  cryfialline  hea-  diuatiom  JnjteUrum  ftcunium  Uiirmrcbias 

ven,  kt.  foL  iv.    This  idea  is  taken  from  ti  Ordims.  QviBsr.  cviii.    The  fyflta^ 

GBNBsis»i.4.  SeeaUb(aintPanI,EpisT»  which  oerhaps  makes  a  better  figure  iit 

Cda.iL  xii.  2.    The  fame  fyflon  is  in  poetry  Ukan'mphiloibphyyha»been  adopted 

Tafi,  when  the  archangel  Michael  de-  py  many  poets  who  did  not  oadiTe-  the 

Icends  mm  heaven,  Graa.  Lu.  C.  iz.  bflbence  of  the  old  (bhokffic  ibphiftry* 

it  60.  ieq.    And  in  Milton,  Farad.  L.  See  Dante,  Parade  G.  xxviii.      TrS> 

iii.  4! I.  mentions,  among  La  grandt  9jti  M  cii/. 

They  pafs  the  planets  feven,  and  pafsthe      Tr^  polts  squadrb,  et  9gni  fquadn. 

fixed,  inftratta 

And  that  cryftaMin  fphere,  &c.  In  trs  ordini  gixa,  to. 

GlXR.. 
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queens,  •*  well  cumpanyit  with  ladyis  of  delyte/'  An  ex- 
terior circle  is  formed  by  patriarclw,  prophets,  evangeliftsy 
apoftles,  conquerors  in  the  three  battles  of  the  world,  of  the 
flefti,  and  of  the  devil,  martyrs,  confef&rs,  and  dodlours  in  di^ 
vinitiey  under  the  command  of  faint  Peter^  who  is  repre- 
fented  as  their  lieutenant-general  '• 

Milton,  who  feigns  the  lame  vifionary  route  with  very 
different  ideas,  has  thefe  admirable  verfes,  written  in  his 
nineteenth  year,  yet  marked  with  that  charafteriftical  great 
manner,  which  diftinguifhes  the  poetry  of  his  maturer  age. 
He  is  addrefling  his  native  language,. 

Yet  I  had  rather,  if  I  were  to  chufc, 
Thy  fervice  in  fome  graver  fubjedl  ufc ; 
Such  as  may  make  thee  fearch  thy  coffers  rounds 
Before  thou  clothe  my  fancy  in  fit  found  i 


GiBft.  Lib.  xvui.  06.  And  Spenfer 
ipeaks  of  the  angels  ttnring  in  their  tbi« 

MALI.  TRIPLICITIBS.      FaIB.  Qu.  i.  lok' 

39.  And  again*  in  \nz  Hymne  dT  Hba* 
VBMLT  LovB.  See  alio  SannMBarioi,  Dk 
Pabt.  Viboin.  iii.  34,1.  Milton,  per- 
haps is  the  Uil  poet  who  has  ufed  this 
popalar  theory.    Pabad.  L.  t.  748. 

Rmons  they  paft'd,  andasig^  remdeS' 
OfSeraphisi,  and  Potentates,  and  TbroneSy 
&r  their  tbiplb  Dbobbbs.— — - 

And  it  gives  gseat  digrat^ic  to  his  arrange- 
ment of  the  celeflial ; 
585 


i  army.    See  ibid.  fapr. 


— —  Th*  empyreal  hoft 
Of  angelsy  by  imperial  fummons  call'd» 
Lmunerable  before  th'  Almighty's  thronef 
Pofthwith  from  all  the  ends  of  neaven  ap- 
peared. 
Undo'  their  Hbibarchibs  in  Obj>£bs 

bright.—— 
Ten  thoufand  thoufand  enfigns  high  ad- 
vanced. 
Standards  and  gonfsdons,  twixt  van  and 


Stream  in  the  air,  and  for  dilUaftidn  lerve: 
Of HiBAAcmBS,  of  Okdbb»,-  and  Ds*^ 

CBBBS» 

Soih  fplendid  and  fubUme  imagery  has* 
Milton's  genius  nufed  on  the  problems  of 
Thomas  Aquinas !  See  alfo  ibid.  v.  600; 
Hence  a  paflage  in  his  Hymn  on  Thb> 

MOBNING  OF  CHBIST*S  NaTIVITY  is  tO 

be  iUnftrated.  St.  xiii.  V.  iju 

And  with  your  ninefold  harmonv 
Blake  up  ftU  concert  to  the  angelike  fym- 
phony. 

That  is,  the  (ymphony  of  the  nine  ordera 
of  angels  was  to  oe  anfwered  by  the  nine- 
fold mufic  of  the  fpheres.  One  Thomas 
Haywood,  a  moft  voluminous  dramatic 
poet  in  the  rei^  of  J^unes  the  firft,  wrote 
a  long  poem  with  large  notes  on  tlds  fnb- 
\tSip  caUed  Thb.  Hi£Babchi«  op  Ak* 
GBLs,  printed  in  folio,  at  London,  1635^ 
See  alfo  Jonfon*s£LBciE  on  my  Muse, 
in  the  Undbbwood.  pw  260.  edit.  foL 
Lond.  1640. 
*Ihid. 


Sucfe 
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.  Such,  wheit  the  deep-tfanfported  mind  may  foar 
Above  the  wheeling  poles ;  and  at  Heavcai's  door 
Look  in,  and  fee  each  blifsfull  deitie 
How  he  before  th^  thunderous  throne  doth  lie, 
Liftenmg  to  whpt;  miftxorn  Apollo  fii^s 
To  th'  touch  of  golden  wir^s,  while  Hebe  brings 
Immortal  neftavto  her  kingly  fire^ 
Then  pafliiig  throvgh  the  fphears  of  watchfuU  fire. 
And  miftie  regions  of  wide  air  next  under, 
And  hiUs  of  fnow,  and  lofts  of  piled  thuo^r. 
May  tell  at  length  how  green-eyed  Neptune  raves^ 
In  heaven's  defiance  muttering  all  his  waves ". 

Remembrance  and  the  poet,  leaving  heaven,  now  con- 
template the  earth,  which  is  divided  into  thxee  part&t  To 
have  mentioned  America,  recently  difcovered,  would  have 
been  herefy  in  the  fcience  of  cofmogrfiphy  $  as  that  quarter 
of  the  globe  did  not  pcqur  in  Pliny  aad  Ptolemy  \  The 
moift  famous  cities  are  here  eifuotenrted^  The  poet  next 
defires  a  view  of  Parac^;  thiat  glorious  ^fort^^  or  garden,  c^ 
every  flower*  It  is  jreprcibited  as'  elevated  in  the  middle 
isgion  of  the  air,  in  a  climate  of  perpetual  ibrendty "".  From 
0  fair  fountaiut  fprisgtiig  in  the  midft  of  tbi»  aoibrofial 
garden,  defcend  four  rivers^  which  water  alt  the  eaft.  It  h 
inclofed  with  walb  of  fire,  and  guarded  by  an  aageU 


*  At  A  Vacation  Bxercisb,    ftc  Wells^  Wniiam  Cbfyn,  with  a  caution  of 

K«wton*s  Ml  LT.  ii.  p«  1 1 .                    ^  forty  fhiUingi.    Rcgiftr.  Vet.  Coll.  Mere 

^Forthebeneiitot  thof^whoaremakUig  fol.  218.  b.    See  its  reftitatioii,  ibid,  fd* 

rtfearcKes  in  anttent  pofino^phy»  1  ob-  219.  b. 

Mf€  that  the  map  of  Bn^and^  mentianed  "*  <*  Paradifas  tantae  eft  ahitndinis,  qood 

feyr  Hanifon  and  Hearne,  and  belonging  to  **  efL  inacce£[lbili&,  fecundum  Bedaxn ;   et 

Merton  coll^  Kbrary,  appean  to  have  "  tam^altus,  qaod  etheream  reglonem  per- 

«xifted  at  leaft^  ^  early  as  tne  year  1512^  **  tinnt,  &c."     CHaoN.  Nua.  m  fopiv 

For  xtL  that  year«  it  was  lenx  to  Uie  dean  m  L  viiiTb. 


The 
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The  cuntre  clofit  is  about*  full  richt, 
With  wjdlis  hie  of  hotcand  birayng  fyre. 
And  ftraitly  kepit  by  an  angell  bricht  ^ 

FrpiQ  P$radii6  a  veiy  rapid  tranfitioa  is  made  to  Scotland. 
Here  the  poet  takes  occafion  to  lament,  that  in  a  country  fo 
fertile,  and  filled  with  inhabitants  fo  ingenious  and  aftive, 
univerfal  poverty,  and  every  tifttidk^l  diforder^  (hould  a- 
bound.  It  is  very  probable,  that  the  poem  was  written  folely 
with  a  view  of  introducing  this  complaint.  After  an  en- 
quiry into  the  caufes  of  thefe  inf^licitiesi  which  are  referred 
to  political  mifmanagement,  and  the  defeftive  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  the  Commonwealth  op  ScotLAND  appears,  whofe 
figure  is  thus  delineated. 

We  faw  a  bufteous  heme  ^  cum  der  the  bent  % 
But  •  hors  on  fute,  als  faft  as  he  micht  go ; 
Qj^ofe  rayment  was  all  raggit,  rewin ',  and  rent. 
With  vifag«  leyne,  as  he  had  faftit  Lent: 
And  fordwart  faft  his  wayis  he  did  advance. 
With  ane  richt  melancholious  countenance : 

Witk  fcrip  on  hip,  and  pyikft^  in  his  hand^ 
As  he  had  bene  purpofit  to  pas  fra  hame.      '^ 
Q^d  I,  gude  man,  I  watd  fane  underftand, 
Geve  that  ye  pleifit  %  to  wit  "^  quhat  wer  your  name  ? 
Qucxi  he,  my  fone,  of  that  I  think  greit  fchame, 
Bot  fen  thow  wald  of  my  name  have  ane  feill,    . 
Forfwith  they  call  tne  *  Jobfie  the  Camouri  'WeilJ\ 

f  SiOKAt.  B.  ill.  ♦  Know. 

<  Boifteroos  Mlovr.  *  John,  for  what  jfcafon  I  know  not,  b 

'  Cc^rfe  graTs.  <a  name  of  ridicule  and  contempt  in  npott 

•  Without.  modem  languages* 

*  Riven.  ySioNAT.  F.i. 

■If  youplcafc.  ^ 

the 
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The  reply  of  Syr  Commonwealth  to  our  poet's  qucftion, 
is  a  long  and  general  fatire  on  the  corrupt  ftatc  of  Scotland. 
The  fpiritual  plelates,  he  fays,  have  fcnt  away  Devotion  to 
the  mendicant  friars :  and  are  more  fond  of  defcribing  the 
difkes  at  a  feaft,  thaa  of  explaining  the  nature  of  their  own 
^ftahlilhment. 

Senfual  Pleafure  has  bmifhed  Chaftity. 
Liberality,  Loyalty^  and  Knightly  Valour,  are  fled, 
And  Cowardice  with  lords  is  laureate. 

From  this  (ketch  of  Scotland,  here  given  by  Lyndefay,  under 
the  reign  of  James  the  fifth,  who  afted  as  a  viceroy  to 
France,  a  Scotch  hiftorian  might  colled  many  ftriking  fea- 
tures of  the  ftate  of  his  country  <iuring  that  intereiting 
period,  drawn  from  the  life« 

The  poet  then  fuppofes,  that  Remembrance  condufls 
him  back  to  the  cave  on  the  fea-(hore,  in  which  he  fell 
afleep.  He  is  awakened  by  a  fhip  firing  a  broadfide  '•  He 
returns  home,  and  entering  his  oratory,  commits  his  vifion. 
to  verfe.  To  this  is  added  an  exhortation  of  ten  ftanzas  to 
king  James  the  fifth :  in  which  he  gives  his  majefty  advice, 
and  cenfures  his  numerous  inftances  of  mifcondud,  with 
incredible  boldnefs  and  afperity.  Moft  of  the  addrefies  to 
James  the  fifth,  by  the  Scotch  poets,  are  fatires  inftead  of 
panegyrics. 

'  Tkey  fpared  not  die  powder  nor  die  tennis-balls  by  way  of  contempt,  *<  lie 

ftonif.  <<  anoone  lette  make  tenes  balks  txx  die 

'<  D^fin  [Henry's  fliip]  in  aU  die  hate 

A  proof  chat  ftones  were  now  nied  bfiead  ''  dut  dwy  myght,  aiM  diey  were  great 

Qf  le^n  boilets.    At  iirft  they  (hot  darts,  **  gownestones  for  Ae  Z)#jfii  to  playe 

or  carrieauy^  / .  /•  quarrels*    from  great  <<  widi  alle/*  Bat  diis  game  at  tennis  was 

gnns.  Afterwards  ftones,  which  they  odlcd  too  rou^h  for  die  befieged,  when  Henry 

gmn-ftonn.    In  die  Brvt  OF  England^  ''playede  atdie  teneswidiUs  harde  go** 

it  is  faid,  that  when  Henry  die  fifdi,  be-  '*  nbstones,  5?c.**     See  Struts  Cus- 

4nre  Harefiete,  received  a  taundn^  meflage  .  toms  andManners  op  thbEnolish, 

liom  the  Daophine  of  France^  .and  a  ton  of  vol,  ii.  p.  32.  Lond.  1775. 

I  have 
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I  have  not  at  prefent  either  leifurc  or  inclination,  to  enter 
into  a  minute  enquiry,  how  far  our  author  is  indebted  in  his 
Dreme  to  Tully's  Dream  of  Scipio,  and  the  Hell,  Pur- 
gatory, and  HeaveNi  of  Dante  \ 

Lyndefay's  poem,  called  the  Monarchib,  is  an  account  of 
the  moft  famous  monarchies  that  have  flourifhcd  in  the 
world :  but,  like  all  the  Gothic  profe-hiftories,  or  chronicles, 
on  the  fame  favorite  fubjeft,  it  begins  with  the  creation  of 
the  world,  and  ends  with  the  day  of  judgment  ^  There  is 
much  learning  in  this  poem.  It  is  a  dialogue  between  Ex- 
perience and  a  courtier.  This  mode  of  conducing  a  nar- 
rative by  means  of  an  imaginary  myftagogue,  is  adopted 
from  Boethius.  A  defcriptive  prologue,  conlifling  of  o£lave 
ftanzas,  opens  the  poem,  in  which  the  poet  enters  a  de- 
lightful park*.  The  fun  clad  in  bis  embroidered  mantle, 
brighter  than  gold  or  precious  ftones,  extinguifhes  the  borned 
queen  of  nighty  who  hides  her  vifage  iu  a  mijiy  veil.  Imme- 
diately Flora  began  to  expand, 

—        —        hir  tapiftry 
Wrocht  by  daYne  Nature  queynt  and  curiouflie^ 
Depaynt  with  many  hundreth  hevinlie  hewis. 

•  In  the  Mcdiccan  Iftrsqv  at  Florence,  I'rithcm.  c.  797.  Julius  Nigc^  Scrifto*. 

^d  die  Ambroilan  at  MIuui,  there  is  2,  ^lorbnt.  p.  404. 

long  fnanuferilpt  Italian  poem,   in  three  ^In  a  mamircript  at  Lambeth  [332.] 

books,  divider  into  one  hundred  chapters,  diis  poem  is  faid  to  have  been  Wtin  Joa. 

written  by  Matteo  Palmeri,  aleanieaFlo-  11,  1556.    This  is  a  g^t.mifSuce.  .le 

rentine,  about  the  ^ear  1450.    It  isinimi-  was  printed  Hafh.  1552.  4to. 

cation  of  Dante,  jn  the  urxa  n'ma^  and  ^Siokat.  i.  E.      A   park  is  a  fa- 

cnfifTed  Citta  di  Vita,  or  The  City  of  vorite  fcene  of  a£Uon  in  our  old  poets* 

Life.    The  fubjed  is,  the  peroftrination  of  See  Chaucer's  Compl.  Bl.  Kn^v.  39. 

tt^t^.  ^^^i  ^"^"^  *%"^    1     ""^  ^\        Towwd  «  park  encldid  wiiii  a  wall,  &c. 
Body,    throngh  various  ideal  places  and  '^ 

fituations,  tin  at  length  it  arnves  in  the  And  in  other  places.    Partes  were  antiently 

(Sty  pf  heaven.    This  poem  was  publicly  the  conftant  appendage  of  almoft  tyrtrj 

6um:t  at  Cottona,  becaufe  the  author  a-  confiderable  maneriat  houfe.    The  old  pa- 

dopfcd  Origfert's  herefy  conetfrning  a  third  tent-/olls  arc  foil  of  licences  for  imparCir- 

clafs  of  angels,   who  for  their  fins  were  tions,  which  do  not  now  exift. 

deflined  to  animate  human  bodies.     See 

Vol.  IL  R  r  Meanwhile, 
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Meanwhile,  Eolus  and  Neptune  reftrain  their  fury,  that  na 
rude  founds  might  mar  the  melody  of  the  birds  which  echoed 
among  the  rocks '. 

In  the  park  our  poet,  undei;  tfie  charafter  of  a  courtier, 
meets  Experience,  repofing  under  the  fhade  of  a  holly. 
This  pourtrait  is  touched  with  uncommon  elegance  and 
expreifion. 

Into  that  park  I  (kw  sqppeir 
One  agit  man,  quhilk  drew  me  neir  > 
Quhofe  herd  was  well  thre  quarters  lang. 
His  hair  doun  oer  his  fchulders  hang^ 
The  qhylke  as  ony  fnawe  was  whytc, 
Quhome  to  beholde  I  thocht  delyte*^ 
His  habit  angellyke  of  hew. 
Of  colour  lykc  the  faphcir  blew  t 
Under  an  holyne  he  repofit.— 
To  fit  down  he  requeftit  me 
Under  the  fchaddow  of  that  tre. 
To  faif  me  from  the  fonnis  heit, 
Amanges  the  flourisibft  and  fweit^ 

"f  Infiead  of  Parmdhs  ht  cho&s  moant  He  is  afterwards  fnppofed  to  have  beea  a^ 
Calvary,  and  his  Helicon  is  the  ftseam.  bifhop  of  Cefiuta,,  and  to  Inve  (bfibed 
which  flowed  ftom  our  Saviour's  fide  oa  martyrdom.  See  TiUemont.  Manoa.. 
cheoofsr  when  he  was  wounded  by  Lon-  Hist.  Ecciisiast.  torn. L  pp.  8i.  151*. 
ginor,  that  is  Loncias.  This  isafidi^  And  Fabric.  Apoca.  Nov.  Tistaic. 
tioos  pcrfiMiage  in  Nicodemiit's  Gofpel.  I  tonui.  p.  261.  In  the  otd  Greek  tragedy 
have  mentioi^  him  before.  Bein^  blind,  of  CnaisT  suppitiHO^  the  coNVEar- 
he  was  leilored'to  fi{;ht  by  wiping  his  eves  id  CaNTvaiON  is  cxprefsly  mentioned,, 
with  his  hands  vnhix-h  were  bkmy.  See  but  not  bjr  diis  name.  Abnoft  all  that  re- 
more  of  him  in  Chaucer's  La  mint  at.  lafjn  tothuperfoo^whocooldnotefcapethe 
Mart  Magd.  v.  1^6.  In  the  Gothic  fidions  of  the  monks,  has  been  colleded  by 
l^aaresof  tfaeCradfimoQ,  he  is  reprefimted  J.  Ch.  Wolins,  Cur.  Philol.  it  Crit.. 
on  horfeback,  piercing  our  Saviour's  fide :  ik  S.  Evanqil.  torn.  i.  p.  A14.  ii.  984. 
and  in  Xavier's  Perfic  Ififtoiy  of  Chrift,he  edit.  Bafil*  1 741 .  4to.  See  ufi>  Hofimam 
is  qdled  a  horieman.  This  notion  arofi;  Lixic.  XJnivirsal.  Comtinvat.  in^ 
^om  his  nfingafpear,  or  lance:  and  that  Vocu  tom.a.  p.  io}6.  coL  a.  Bafil.  i683». 
weapon,  >«yx*>  undoubtedly  gave  rife  to  ibl. 
his  ideal  name  of  Loogias,  or  Lopgmus,         '  Sicji at.  B.  i 
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In  the  midft  of  an  edifying  converfation  concerning  the  fall 
of  man  and  the  origin  of  human  mifery,  our  author,  before 
he  proceeds  to  his  main  fubje6):,  thinks  it  neceflary  to  deliver 
a  formal  apology  for  writing  in  the  vulgar  tongue.  He  de- 
clares that  his  intention  is  to  inftru£t  and  to  be  underftood, 
and  that  he  writes  to  the  people^.  Mofes,  he  fays,  did  not 
give  the  Judaic  law  on  mount  Sinai  in  Greek  or  Latin. 
Ariftotle  and  Plato  did  not  communicate  their  philofophy  in 
Dutch  or  Italian.  Virgil  and  Cicero  did  not  write  in  ChaU 
dee  or  Hebrew.  Saint  Jerom,  it  is  true,  tranflated  the  bible 
into  Latin,  his  own  natural  language ;  but  had  faint  jcrom 
been  bom  in  Argylefhire,  he  would  have  tranflated  it  into 
Erfe.  King  David  wrote  the  pfalter  in  Hebrew,  becaufe  he 
was  a  Jew.  Hence  he  very  fenfibly  takes  occalion  to  recom^ 
mend  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of  publifliing  the  fcriptures 
and  the  miflfal,  and  of  compofing  all  books  intended  for 
common  ufe,  in  the  refpe£tive  vernacular  language  of  every^ 
country.  This  objedion  being  anfwered,  which  fhews  the 
ideasT  of  the  times,  our  author  thus  defcribes  the  creation  oC" 
the  world  and  of  Adam. 

Quhen  god  had  made  the  hevinnis  bricht. 
The  fone,  and  mone,  for  to  gyf  licht. 
The  ftarry  hevin,  *  and  criftalline ; 
And,  by  his  fapience  divine. 
The  planeits,  in  their  circles  round 
Quhirlyng  about  with  merie  found  :-«- 
He  clad  the  erth  with  herbs  and  treis; 
All  kynd  of  fifchis  in  the  £eis. 
All  kynd  of  beft  he  did  prepair. 
With  foulis  fleting  in  the  air.— 


t  Qtnhutfere  to  colyearit,  atrttnB,  and  to  oildi* 
To  J§i  and  Tliome,  my  rymc  fidl  be  dereftit. 

SlGNATt^CL 


R  r  2  Wbca 
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When  hevin,  and  erth,  and  thare  contents, 

Were  endit,  with  thare  ornaments. 

Than,  laft  of  all,  the  lord  began 

Of  ipofl  vile  erth  to  malice  the  man : 

Not  of  the  liilic  or  the  rofc. 

Nor  cyper-trc,  as  I  Aippofe, 

Nether  of  gold,  nor  precioius  ftonis. 

Of  earth  he  made  flefche,  blude,  and  hpnift; 

To  that  intent  he  made  him  thu9. 

That  man  (huld  nocht  be  glorious. 

And  in  himielf  no  thinge  ihulde  fe 

But  matter  of  humilite  \  . 

Scone,  of  tbefe  nervous,  terfo^  and  polifii^  ItQes,,  iieed  only 
to  he  [reduced  to  modern  and  Bngliih  orthegraphy,  to  ple^ 
a  reader  accufkoned  (bleiy.to  reiiih  the  tone  of  eur  prefect; 
yerfification. 

To  thefe  may  be  added  the  deflru^tioa  of  Jorufalem  and 
Solomon's  temple. . 

Prince  Titus  with  his  chivalrie 
With  found  of  trumpe  triumpbantUe^ 
He  entcrit  in  that  grcit  citie,  fee* 
Thare  was  nocht  ^yia  bu*  tak  and  fl^iy. 
For  thence  might  no  saan  win  his;  way  ?► . 
The  ftramis  of  blude  ran  tkru^h  the  ftreit^ 
Of  deid  f&lk  tramplit  under  feit;^ 
Auld  wydo.wisL  in  the  prois  were  finorit  *"> 
Young  virgins  fgl^amdfuUie  defliorit% 
The  tempill  gi;Qit  ^  Solamone r  :  '» 
With  mony  a  eHiiou&  carvit  ft<me,.  • 
With  perfyt  pinnakles  on  hicht, 
Quhilks  wer  richt  bewtifiiU  and  wicht  V 

^  SiGNAT.  C.  iii.  ^  Smothered. 

*  Efcape.  '  White- 

Ik  Quharein: 
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Quharein  riche  jowells  did  abound, 
Thay  rufcheit"  rudely  to  the  ground  j 
And  fet,  in  tyll  their  furious  ire  % 
•    Sanftiim  Sanftorum  into  fire  *. 

The  appearance  of  Chrift  coming  to  judgement  is  poeti- 
cally painted,,  and  in  a  ftyle  of  corre^tnefs  and  harmony,  of 
which  few  fpecimens  were  now  feen. 

As  fire  fiaucht  ha0:ily  glanfing^ 

Difcend  (hall  the  moft  hevinly  king  y 

As  Phebu«  in  the  orient 

Lichinis  "^  in  haift  to  Occident, 

So  plefandlie  he  fhall  appeir 

Among  the  hevinlie  ckoidis  ckir,-^ 

The  angellis  of  the  ordoars  nyne 

Inviron  (hall  his  throne  divyne, — 

In  his  prefcAce  thare  falbe  borne 

The  fignis '  oiF  crosj  and  croun  of  thome. 

Pillar,  riailis^ '  fcurgis,  and  fprir. 

With  everilk  thing  that^  did  hym  deir  \      ' 

The  tyffie  of  his  grym  pafliorm: 

And,  for  our  confolatioun, 

Appeir  fall,  in  his  hands: and  felt,'. 

And  in  his-fyde  the  print  compleit      /      * 

Of  his  fyve,  woundis  precious 

Scbyning  lyke  rubifes  r^diqus.* 

When  Chriii  is  ieated  at  the  tribunal  of  judging  the  world, 
he  adds^    .  .     '   "        7     r ':"•.'":•.';'  .i  .•    - 

■ :        I     .  ■  •  ■  '      •  ■  ■    " 

« /.  '  Rafcd.  *  s  Lightens. 

"  In  their  rage.  '  »  Reprefentations. 

.«  &IGNAT.L.  Si.  .^DiiWy.    Tormfrtlt 

t  A  meteor  ^lickly  glancing  along. 

. ,  t  I  ^        ..   '     .•  t  .... 

Thare 
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Thare  fall  ane  angell  blawe  a  blaft 
Quhilk  iall  make  all  the  warld  agaft  \ 

Among  the  monarchies^  our  author  defcribes  the  papal 
fee:  whofe  innovations,  impoftures,  and  errors,  he  attacks 
with  much  good  fenfe,  folid  argument,  and  fktirical  humour^ 
and  whofe  imperceptible  increafe,  from  fimple  and  humble 
beginnings  to  an  enormity  of  fpiritual  tyranny,  he  traces 
through  a  gradation  of  various  corruptions  and  abufes,  with 
^reat  penetration,  and  knowledge  of  hiftory  *• 

Among  antient  peculiar  cuftoms  now  loft*  he  mentions  a 
fuperftitious  idol  annually  carried  about  the  ilreets  iof 
£diaburgtu 

Of  Edingburgh  the  great  idolatric. 
And  manifeft  abominatioun  I 
On  thare  feift  day,  all  creatu^  may  fee, 
Thay  heir  ane  aid  ftok-image  ^  throw  the  toun. 
With  talbrone  \  trumpet,  ihalme,  and  dariomi, 
Quhilk  has  bene  ufit  mony  one  yeir  bigone, 
'     With  prieftis,  and  freris,  into  proceflioun, 
Sidyke "  as  fial  was  borne  through  Babilon '. 

He  alfo  ^aks  of  the  people  flocking  to  be  cured  of  various 
infirmities,  to  the  Mdd  ruJk^  or  crofs^  of  Kerrail  \ 

<  Sign  AT.  P.  iii.  In  Anm  to  the  <cU  du^  of  Dron : 

*  Sign  AT.  M.  isi  Tlutti  Kitfiock  tluue  alf  cidyc  as  ane  Con, 
^  An  old  image  madeof  afiockof  wood*  Widbont  matd  odier  to  fjrn  or  fchame, 
'Tabor.  GaveLowneldf  at  lafer  to  loop  on, 

7  So  as.  Far  betanr  had  bene  till  have  faiddb  at 

*  Sign  AT.  H.  iii.  hame. 

*  SiGNAT.  H.  L    For  aUnfioos  of  diia      I  wiU  hoe  take  occafion  to  cxpbun  two 
Idnd  the  following^  ftanza  nay  be  died,      lines,  Sicnat.  I.  iii. 

Mi^n'm?"*  "*^'"""'"*^'    *""  Noryitthetoa»din«fF«.« 

Danter  of  IngHih  ordinance. 

This  was  the  praftkk  of  Ann  pilgrimi|ge.  That  is  Joan  of  Arc,  who  iaoften  dauBUd 

<Quhen  fillokis  into  Fy&  began  to  fen  or  dcfetted  the  Englifli  armv.    To  dbia 

With  Jok  and  Thome  than  take  thai  thair  hcvoone,  and  to  PenthcSIea,  he  comfarea 

foyi^  Scminnii. 

Our 
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Our  poet's  principal  vouchers  and  authorities  in  the  Mo- 
WARCHiE,  are  Livy,  Valerius  Maximus,  Jofephus,  Diodorus 
Siculus,  Avicen  the  Arabic  phyfician,  Orofius,  faint  Jerom, 
Polydore  Virgil,  Cario's  chronicle,  the  Fasciculus  tempo- 
rum,  and  the  Chronica  Chronicarum.  The*  Fasciculus 
TEMPORUM  is  a  Latin  chronicle,  written  at  the  clofe  of  the 
fifteenth  century  by  Wemenis  Rolewinck,  a  Wcftphalian, 
and  a  Carthufiaa  monk  of  Cologne;  a  moft  venerable 
volume^  cloied  with  this  colophon.  "  Fascicu^lu«^  tempo- 
"  RUM,  a  Carthufienfc  compilatum  in  formam  cronicis  figu- 
•*  ratum  ufque  in  annum  1478,  a  me  Nicolao  Gatz  de  Seltz- 
**  tat  impreifum  ^"  The  Chronica  Cronicarum  or  Chro- 
NicoN  MuNDi,  written  by  Hartmannus  Schedelius,  a  phy- 
fician at  Nuremburgh,  and  from  which  our  author  evi- 
dently took  his  philofophy  in  his  Dreme,  was  printed  at 
Nuremburgh  in  1493*.  Thi»  was  a  moft  popular  compi- 
lation, and  is  at  prefent  a  great  curiofity  to  thofe  who  are 
fond  of  hiftory  in  the  Gothic  ftyle,  confifting  of  wonders 
conveyed  in  the  black  letter  and*  wooden  cuts.  Cario's 
chronicle  is  a  much  more  rational  and  elbgant  work :  it  was 
originally  compofed,  about  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
cent\H"y,  by  Ludovicus  Cario,  an  eminent  mathematician, 
and  improved  or  written  anew  by  Melanfthon.  Of  Orofius, 
a  wretched  but  admired  chriftian  hiftorian,  who  compiled  in 
Latin  a^feries  of  univerfai  annals  from  the  creation  to  the 
fifth  century,  he  cites  a  tranffetion. 

The  tranflatour  of  Orofius 
In  his  cronicle  wiy ttis-  thus  *. 

J  Know  of  no  Englifh  tranflation  of  Orofius,   unlcfs   the- 
Anglo -fkxon  verfion  by  king  Alfred,  and  which  would  per^ 

^  See  it  al(b  among  ScRiPTOR.  Ger-  *  Again^  ibid,  by  Joh.  Schenrpergerr 

iTAN.  per  J.  FiAorium,  torn.  i.  p.  580.  1497.%!. 

■'Sign AT.  F.  ii. 

haps^ 
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haps  have  been  much  ihorc  difficult  to  Lyndcfay  than  the 
Latin  original,  may  be  called  fuch :  yet  Orofius  was  early 
tranflated  into  French '  and  Italian '.  For  the  ftory  of  Alex- 
ander  the  Great,  our  author  feems  to  refer  to  Adam  Davie's 
poem  on  that  fubjeft,  written  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
fecond"^:  a  work,  which  I  never  remember  to  have  fecn 
cited  before,  and  6f  which,  although  deferving  to  be  print- 
ed, only  two  public  manufcripts  now  remain,  the  one  in  the 
library  of  Lincoln's  inn,  and  the  other  in  the  Bodleian 
library  at  Oxford. 

Alexander  the  conqueror. 

Gave  thou  at  lenth  wald  reid  his  nng\ 

And  of  his  cruell  conquefling, 

In  Inglis  tunge  in  his  great  BUk£, 

At  lenth  his  lyf£  thare  thow  may  luke^. 

He  acquaints  us,  yet  not  from  his  own  knowledge,  but  on 
the  teftimony  of  other  writers,  that  Homer  and  Heiiod  were 
the  inventors  in  Greece^  of  poetry,  medicine,  mulic,  and 
aftronomy  *". 

Experience  departs  from  the  poet,  and  the  dialogue  is 
ended,  at  the  approach  of  tlie  evening ;  which  is  defcribed 

with  thefe  circumftances. 

« 

Behald,  quhow  Phebus  downwart  dois  difcend. 
Toward  his  palice  in  the  Occident ! — 


« By  Philip  Le  Noir,  Paris.  1 5  26.  foL  who  wrote  a  gtnm!  ckfonide  from  the  fifth 

^ByBenaccivoli,  Yen.  1528.  4to.  century  to  his  own   times,    entitled  Di 

K  See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  220.  Temporiqus,  and,  I  believe,  firil  print- 

^  If  thoo  at  hngAk  wtdi  read  his  lefgii.  td  at  Milan,  1475.  M.    Afttt^MUS  ri- 

^  Sign  AT.  K.  iu.    He  alfo  cites  Lucan  printed  with  improvements  and  continua- 

for  Alexander,  Si  GNAT.  L.  i.    For  an  ac-  cions.    Particularly  at  Venice,  1483-  4^0. 

count  of  the  riches  of  pope  John,  he  quotes  And  by  Grynaeus  at  the  end  of  Emebius, 

Palmerius.    Si  gnat.  N.  i.      This  muft  fol.  15^0. 

have  been  Mattheus  Palmerius  abovemen-  ^  Sign  at.  K.  iii. 

tioned,  author  of  the  Cxtta  di  Vita> 

The 
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The  dew  now  donkis '  the  rofis  redolent : 
The  mariguldis,  that  all  day  wer  rejoyfit 
Of  Phebus  heit,  now  craftily  ar  clofit  *.-— 
The  cornecraick  in  the  croft,  I  heir  hir  cry ; 
The  bat,  the  howlatt ",  feebill  of  thare  eis. 
For  thare  paftyme,  now  in  the  evinning  flies. 
The  nichtingaill  with  myrthfuU  melody 
Her  naturall  notis,  peirfit  throuch  the  (ky  *. 

Many  other  paffages  in  Lyndefay's  poems  deferve  attention. 
Magdalene  of  France,  married  to  James  the  fifth  of  Scot- 
land/, did  not  five  to  fee  the  magnificent  preparations  made 
for  her  public  entry  into  Edinburgh.  In  a  poem,  called  the 
Deith  of  quene  Magdalene,  our  author,  by  a  moft  ftrik- 
ing  and  lively  profopopeia,  an  expoftulation  with  Death^ 
defcribes  the  whole  order  of  the  proceffion.  I  will  give  a 
few  of  the  ftanzas. 

Theief,  faw  thou  not  the  greit  preparativis 

Of  Edinburgh,  the  nobill  famous  toun  ? 

Thow  fawe  the  peple  labouring  for  thare  livis. 

To  make  tryumph  with  trumpe  and  clarioun  T— 
•%^^^^^«#^^ 

Thow  fawe  makand  ^  rycht  coftly  fcafFblding, 
Depayntyt  weill  with  golde  and  afure  fyne, 
Reddie  preparit  for  the  upfetting. 
With  fountanis  flowing  water  cleir  and  wyne: 
Difagyfit '  folkis,  lyke  creaturis  divyne> 

1  Moiftens.  into  France  to  addrefs  the  princefs^  to  Lb- 

*"  Are  clofed.  ander  fwimming  throngh  the  Hellcipost 

■  Owlet.    Owl.  to  Hero. 
•  Si  GNAT.  R.  ^  Making, 

p  Not  inelegantly,  he  compares  James  '  Men,  a&wi  difgoifed. 

making  frequent  and  dangerous  voyages 

Vol.  IL  S  f  On 
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On  ilk  fcafFold  to  play  anc  fundrie  ftoric  * : 
Bot  all  in  greitting  *  tumit  thow  that  gloric. 

Thow  faw  mony  ane  luftie  frefche  galland 
Weill  ordourit  for  relaiving  of  thair  quene. 
Ilk  cr^tifinan  with  bent  bowe  in  his  hand, 
Ful  galzeartlie  in  fchort  clothing  of  grcnc,  &c,— 

Sync  next  in  ordour  pafling  throw  the  toun. 
Thou  fuld  have  herd  the  din  of  inftrumentis, 
Of  tabrone,  trampet,  fchalme,  and  clarioun, 
With  reird  •  reboundand  throw  the  elemcntis  j 
The  heraulds  with  thare  awfull  veftimentis. 
With  maferis  "  upon  ather  of  thare  handis, 
To  rewle  the  prois,  with  burneift  filver  wandis. 

Thow  (huld  have  hard  *  the  ornate  oratouris, 

Makand  hir  hienes  falutatioun^ 

Boith  of  the  clergy  toun  and  counfalouris,] 

With  mony  notable  narratiourt. 

Thow  fuld  have  fene  her  coronation. 

In  the  fair  abbay  of  the  holie  rude. 

In  prefence  of  ane  myrthfuU  multitude. 

Sic  banketting,  fie  awfull  toumamentis 

On  hors  and  fute,  that  tyme  quhilk  fuld  have  bene, 

Sic  chapell  royall  with  lie  inibrumentis. 

And  craftie  muHck,  &c ''.—        •— • 

Excluiive  of  this  artificial  and  very  poetical  mode  of  in- 
juroducing  a  defcriptlon  of  thefe  fplendid  fpe£tacles,  inllead 


•  Plays  and  pagMit)  alM  w  mom&lc  ^  Mum. 

fcafTolds.  « Htank 

<  To  grief,  7  SiGNAT.  K.  iii. 

"Sound, 

of 
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of  faying  plainly  that  the  queen's  death  prevented  the  fuperb 
ceremoniei  which  would  have  attended  her  coronation^  theie 
ftanzas  have  another  merit,  that  of  tranfmitting  the  ideas  of 
the  times  in  the  exhibition  of  a  royal  entertainment '. 

Our  author's  Complaynt  contains  a  curious  jrifture,  like 
that  in  his  Dreme,  of  the  miferable  policy  by  which  Scot- 
land was  governed  under  James  the  fifth.  But  he  diverfifies 
and  enlivens  the  fubjeft,  by  fuppofing  the  public  felicity 
which  would  take  place,  if  all  corrupt  minifters  and  evil 
counfellors  were  removed  from  the  throne.  This  is  do- 
fcribed  by  ftriking  and  pi£lurefque  perfonificatioas. 

Juftice  holds  her  fwerd  on  hie. 
With  her  ballance  of  equitie.— 
Dame  Prudence  has  the  by  the  heid. 
And  Temperance  dois  thy  brydill  leid. 
I  fee  dame  Force  mak  afliftance, 
Beirand  thy  targe  of  affurance : 
And  lufty  lady  Chaftitie 
Has  bannifchit  Senfualitie. 
Dame  Riches  takes  on  the  fie  cure, 
I  pray  God  that  fhe  long  indure ! 
That  Poverte  dar  nocht  be  fenc 
Into  thy  hous,  for  baith  her  cne : 
But  fra  thy  grace  fled  mony  mylis 
Amangis  the  hunteris  in  the  ylis  *. 

*  Thectirioos  reader  may  compare  *^  The  Zale  is  Chriftmas.  So  James  the  Rri,  ia 
**  ordynamice  of  the  entre  of  ^oene  Ifabell  hb  declaration  at  an  aflembly  of  the  Scoidb 
•*  into  the  towne  of  Paris,"  m  Froiflirt.  Kirk  at  Edinburgh,  in  1590,  •*  The 
Bemers'sTranfl.  torn.  iL  cdvii.  f.  172.  b.  **  chnrch    of  Geneva   keep    Ps/cift  and 

•  Sign  AT.  G.  i.  "  Yule/'  thatis,  £i^rr  and  Christ  ma  s» 
^  I  here  take  occafion  to  explain  the  two      CaUerwood's  Hist.  Ch.  Scot.  p.  256* 

following  lines.  Oar  anthor,  in  The  Complaynt  op  the 

Als  Jhone  Makray,  the  kingis  fUr,  Paptnco,  fays  that  his  bird  fang  well 

Gat  dowbyll  garmountis  agane  the  zak.        enough  to  be  a  mmftrel  ac  Chriftmas.  Si  a- 

NAT.  A.  m. 

Scho  micht  hanre  bene  loe  menftrall  at  t]ie 


That  is,  "  The  king*s  fool  got  two  faxts 
**  of  apparel,  or  garments  doubly  thick, 
*^  toivear  at  Chnmnas.'*    Sicnat,  G.L 


S  f  2  Thuf 
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I  know  not  whether  it  be  worth  obferving,  that  playing 
dt  cards  is  mentioned  in  this  poem,  among  the  diverdons, 
or  games,  of  the  court. 

Thar  was  no  play  but  cartis  and  dice*. 

4 

And  it  is  mentioned  as  an  accomplifhment  in  the  chara6ler 
of  a  bifhop. 

Bot  geve  thay  can  play  at  the  cairtis  '. 

Thus,  in  the  year  1503,  James  the  fourth  of  Scotland,  at 
an  interview  with  the  princefs  Margaret  in  the  caftle  of 
Newbattle,  finds  her  playing  at  cards,  "  The  kynge  came 
"  prively  to  the  faid  caftell,  and  entred  within  the  chammer 
**  [chamber]  with  a  fmall  cumpany,  whare  he  foundc  the 
^*  (\atvit playing  at  the  CA.ViDZs''.** 


ThoB  Robert  of  Brunne^  in  his  chronicle, 
fpeaking  of  King  Arthur  keeping  Chrift- 
mas  at  York. 

*  On  jole  day  mad  he  fell 
With  many  barons  of  his  gefte. 

See  Heame's  Rob.  Glovc.  yoL  ii.  p. 
1^78.  And  Leiand's  Itin.  vol.  ii.  p.  1 16. 
In  the  north  of  England,  Chnftinas  to  this 
day  is  called  «//,  yule^  or  jouh*  Blount 
fays,  "  in  the  nordiem  parts  they  have  an 
**  old  cuftom,  after  fermon  or  fervice  on 
*«  Chrifhnas-day ;  the  people  will,  even 
*<  in  the  churches,  cry  uU,  «/r,  as  a  token 
'*  of  rejoydng,  and  the  common  fort  nm 
^  about  the  ibeets  finging, 

•«  Ule,  Ule,  Ule, 

«  Three  puddings  in  a  pule, 

««  Crack  nuts,  and  cry  Ule." 

Diction.  Voc.  Ule.  In  Saxon  the  word 
is  jchul,  jehol,  or  jeol.  In  the  Welch 
xubric  every  faint's  day  is  the  IVjh  or  Gov/, 
of  that  faint:  either  from  a  Briiifh  word 
^enifying  watching,  or  from  the  Latin  H- 
gfiu^  Vigil,  taken  in  a  more  extended 
ibnfe.    In  Wales  ivjliau  or  givjiiau  hado- 


l!g»  fignifies  the  ChrifimMs  holidays,  where 
wjia  or  gwjfUau  is  the  plural  of  nvjl  ox 
g'wyl. 

I  alfo  take  this  opportunity  of  obferving, 
that  the  court  of  the  Roman  pontiff  was 
exhilarated  by  a  fool.  The  pope*sfool  was 
in  England  in  12$Q,  and  received  forty 
(hillings  of  king  Henry  the  third,  did§m§ 
rtgis.    MSS.  James,  xxviii.  p.  190. 

^  SiGNAT.  F.  iii. 

*•  Sic  NAT.  G.  i. 

^  Leland.  Coll.  Append,  iii.  p.  284. 
ut  fupr.  In  our  author's  Tragedib  of 
Caedinal  Betoun,  a  foliloquy  fpoken 
by  the  cardinal,  he  is  made  to  declare,  that 
he  played  with  the  king  for  three  thoufand 
crowns  of  gold  in  one  night,  at  €artis  and 
dice.  Sign  AT.  I.  ii.  They  are  alfo  men- 
tioned in  an  old  anonymous  Scotch  poem, 
CyCovBTicE.  Anc.  Sc.  p.  ut  fupr.  p. 
168.  ft.  iii. 

Halking,  hunting,  and  fwift  horfe  rynning. 
Are  changit  all  in  wrangus  wynning ; 
Thar  is  no  play  bot  cartis  and  dyce. 

Where,  by  the  way,  horfc-racing  *  is  con- 
fidered  among  the  liberal  fperts,  fuch  as 

hawking^ 
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Prophefies  of  apparent  impoffibilities  were  common  in 
Scotland:  fuch  as  the  removal  of  one  place  to  another^ 
Under  this  popular  prophetic  formulary,  may  be  ranked  the 
prediftion  in  Shakefpeare's  Macbeth,  ^here  the  Appari- 
tion fays,  that  Birnam-wood  fhall  go  to  Dufinane.  In  the 
fame  ftrain,  peculiar  to  his  country,  fays  our  author, 

Quhen  the  Baa  and  the  ifle  of  May 
Beis  fet  upon  the  mount  Sinay, 
Quhen  the  Lowmound  befyde  Falkland 
Beis  liftit  to  Northumberland. 

But  he  happily  avails  himfelf  of  the  form,  tq  introduce  a 
ftroke  of  fatire. 

Quhen  Kirkman  zairnis '  no  dignitc. 
Nor  wyfRs  no  foveranite '. 

The  minority  of  James  the  fifth  was  diflipated  in  plea- 
fures,  and  his  education  moft  induftrioufly  neglefted.    He 

hawking,  and  hunting;  and  not  as  a Tpccies  gaming  in  the  chrifUan  armv,  commanded 

of  gaming.  See  alfo,  Ibid.  p.  146.  ft.  v.  py  Richard  the  firft  king  of  England,,  and 

Cards  are  mentioned  in  a  ftatute  of  Heniy  Philip  of  France,  durin?  the  crufade  ia 

the  feventh,  xi.  Hen.  vii.  cap.  ii.  That  is,  ihe  year  1 190.    No  perlon  in  the  army  i» 

in  1496.    Du  Cange  citei  two  Greek  wri-  permitted  to  play  at  any  fort  of  game  for 

ters,  who  mention  card,-playing  as  one  of  money,  except  Knights  and  Clergymen  ^ 

the  games  of  modern  Greece,  at  leaft  be-  who  in  one  whole  day  and  night  (hall  not, 

fore  the  year  1498.    Gloss.  Ga.  torn.  ii.  each,  lofe  more  than  twenty  (hillings  :  oa 

V.  XAPTIA.  .p.  1734.    It  feems  highly  pain  of  forfeiting  one  hundred  fhillings,  to 

probable,   ^at^  the  Arajiians,   (6  famous  the  archbifhops  of  the  arn>y.    The  two 

for  their  ingenuity,  moreefpecially  in  what-  kings  may  play  for  what  they  pleafe :  but 

ever  related  to  numbers  and  calculation,  (heir  attendants,  not  for  more  than  twentf 

were  the  inventors  of  cards,  which  they  ihillinn.    Otherwife,  they  are  to  be  whip- 

communicated  to   the   Conftastinopolitan  ped  n^ed  through  the  army  for  three  days, 

Greeks.     Carpentier  favs,   that  cards,  or  &c.     Vit.  Ric  i.  p.  610.  edit.  Hearn, 

/oiia  lu/orioy  arc  prohioited  in  the  St  a-  tom.  ii.    King  Richard  is  defcribed  play- 

TUTA  Crimin.  Saonae.  cap.  xxx.  p.  61.  ing  at  chefs  in   this  expedition.     MSS, 

But  the  age  of  thefe  ftatutcs  has  not  occured  Harl.  4690. 

to   me.     SuppLEM.  Lat.   Gloss.    Du  And  kyn£  Rychard  (lode  and  playe 

Cange,  V.  CAaT-«.  tom.  i.  p.  842.  Att  the  cheiTe  in  hys.galleye. 

Benedldlus  Abbas  has  prcferved  a  very  <  Earn*     Gain, 

xurious  edidt,   which  fliews  the  Jftate  of  r  lbid»  Sionat.  H,  i*. 

was 
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was  flattered,  not  inftioifted,  by  his  preceptors.  His  un- 
guarded youth  was  artfully  expofed  to  the  mod  alluring 
temptations  \  It  was  in  this  reign,  that  the  nobility  of 
Scotland  began  to  frequent  the  court  ^  which  ibon  became 
the  theatre  of  all  thofe  idle  amufements  which  \^ere  calcu- 
lated to  folicit  the  attention  of  a  young  king*  All  thefe 
abufes  are  painted  in  this  poem  with  an  honeft  unreferved 
indignation.  It  mufl  not  m  the  mean  time  be  forgotten^ 
that  James  pofTefTed  eminent  abilities,  and  a  love  of  litera- 
ture :  nor  is  it  befide  our  prefent  purpofe  to  observe,  that  he 
was  the  author  of  the  celebrated  ballad  called  Cbust's  Kirk 
ON  THE  Green  *. 

The  CoMPLAYNT  OF  THE  Pafingo  is  a  piece  of  the  like 
tendency.  In  the  Prologue,  there  is  a  curious  and  critical 
catalogue  of  the  Scotch  poets  who  flourilhed  about  the  four* 
teenth,  fifteenth,  and  fixteenth  centuries.  As  the  names 
and  works  of  many  of  them  feem  to  be  totally  forgotten^ 
and  as  it  may  contribute  to  throw  fome  new  lights  on  the 
neglected  hiHory  of  the  Scotch  poetry,  I  (hall  not  fcruple  to 
give  the  palTage  at  large,  with  a  few  illuftrations.  Our 
author  declares,  that  the  poets  of  his  own  age  dare  not 
afpire  to  the  praife  of  the  three  Englifh  poets,  Chaucer, 
Gower,  and  Lydgate.  He  then,  under  the  fame  idea,  makes 
a  tranfition  to  the  moft  dlftinguifhed  poets»  who  formerly 
flouriihed  in  Scotland. 


^  Eren  Us  fovernort  and  fncepton  Sc&ir»  whan  ye  plds  to  LmUthf now  pas^ 

Anew  iMe  tenptadoas  ia  hit  way :  a  cir-  Thare  fall  ye  (e  ane  lafUe  las. 

cnaiftance  touclMd  wick  iomr  hiimoux  by  Now  friiilJ  traiill  trow  I^w, 

ouraadior*    Ibid.  Sign  at.  G,  Q^  tbe  third  xaan,  thow  dois  bot  mow  ^ 

Quhea  hifr  grace  ciimniis  to  hxtt  Sdrling. 

Thare  waa  few  •£  chat  ganifoim  lliare  fid  he  fe  ane  dayis  darling. 

That  lenut  hnn  ane  ^noe  leflbon.— —  Schir  quod  the  foiuth»  tak  my  conafelfj. 

Qgod  oqa.  The  deyill  ilik  me  wkh  ane  And  go  all  to  the  hie  bordelh 

kn3^»  Thare  may  we  loop  at  liberte 

Bot,  Schir,  I  knaw  ane  maid  in  Fyfe,  Withoutin  aay  gravite,  &c. 

Ane  of  the  loftieft  wantoun  laffis  I  ^ i*    i.  tr        m.    •      j  ^ 
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Or  quho  can  now  the  workis  contrefait  '^ 
Of  Kennedie  \  with  termis  aurcait? 
Or  of  Dunbar,  quha  language  had  at  large. 
As  may  be  fenc  intyll  his  goldin  targe  "  ? 

QuiNTYN  %  Mersbr%  Rowl',  Henderson  *,  Hay',  and 

Holland  ', 
Thoght  thay  be  deid,  thair  libelUs  bene  livand  \ 
Quhilk  to  reheirs  tnakis  redaris  to  rcjoife. 
Allace  for  one  quhilk  lamp  was  of  this  land. 
Of  eloquence  the  flowand  balmy  ftrand  \ 
And  in  our  Inglis  rhetorick  the  rofc. 
As  of  rubeis  the  carbuncle  bene  chofe. 


^  Imitate. 

'  I  fn^pofe  Widcer  Kennedie,  who  wrote 
a  poem  in  Scottifli  metre,  whether  printed 
I  know  not,  on  the  Ptfion  of  Chrift.  MSS. 
ColL  Grefliam,  286.  Some  of  Kennedk's 
poems  are  in  MSS.  Hyndford.  The 
Flyting  between  Dunbai  and  Kennedy  is  in 
the  EvBacREEN.  See  Dimbart  ut  fupr. 
p.  77.  And  ibid.  p.  2^±.  And  Ken- 
nedy's Prais  Of  Actt  ibio.  p.  i8o.  He 
exceeds  his  cotemporary  DAiabar  in  unooth- 
nefs  of  verification. 

'^  The  poem  examined  above,  p.  264. 

"  He  flooriihed  about  the  year  i3»o« 
He  was  driven  from  Scotland  under  the 
devaftaciioas  of  Edward  die  firll,  and  took 
refuge  *at  Paris.  He  wrote  a  poeoit  called 
the  Complaint  of  the  Mif tries  of  bis  Cotrntry^ 
printed  at  Paris,  1511.  Dempfl.xv.  1034. 

*"  Merfer  is  celebrated  by  Dunbar,  La- 
ment   FOR    THE   DeTH   OF    THE  MaK- 

KARI5,  or  Poets.    Sec  Anc.  Scottish 
Poems,  ut  fupr.  p.  77. 

Tkat  did  in  luve  jb  lyfly  wryte» 
So  f^hort,  b  quick,  of  fentena  hie. 

8ee»  in  that  Colleftion,  his  Perrbll  ik 
Paramours,  p.  156. 

'  Punbar  mentions  RowU  of  Aberdeen, 
and  RowU  of  Corftorphine,  «•  twa  i)ettir 
••  fallowis  did  no  man  fie.**  Ibid,  p,  77. 


In  LordHyndford's  Manufaipt  [p.  104. 2.] 
a  poem  is  mentioned,  called  Rowll's 
CvRsrNo.  ibid.  p.  272.  There  is  an 
alhiflon  in  this  piece  to  pope  Alexander  the 
fixth,  who  prefKled  from  ijnz  to  iso3* 

^  Perhaps  Robert  Henriion.  S^  Dun- 
bar, nbi  fupr.  p.  jj.  And  ibid.  p.  98. 
feg.  In  MSS.  Hari.  ate,  <'  The  morall 
"  fabillis  of  Efope  compylit  be  Maifter 
"  Robert  Hcnryfoontfcholmaifter  of  Dum- 
"  ferling,  1571."  3*6c.  i.  He  was  mod 
probably  a  teacher  of  tne  youth  in  the  Be- 
nedidtine  convent  at  Dunfermline.  See 
many  of  hit  foenta,  which  are  of  a  grave 
moral  turn,  in  the  elegant  Scottilh  Mif- 
cdlaay  jull  ciied. 

'  I W9W  not  if  he  means  Archibald  Hay, 
who  wrote  a  panegyric  on  Cardinal  Beaton, 
printed  at  Paris,  1540.  410.  He  alfo 
tranflated  the  Hecuba  of  Euripides  from 
Greek  into  Latia.  MSS.  Hatton.  Bat 
I  have  feen  uooo  of  his  Scotch  poetry. 

•  Sec  Dunbar,  ut  fupr,  p.  77.  Hia' 
poem,  caJlcd  the  Howlatt,  is  in  the 
Masufcripcs  of  Lord.  Hyndford,  and  Lord 
Auchinkck  lo  thb  arc  defcribed,  the, 
"  Kyndis  of  infaumcntis,  tfie  ftwrtans, 
"  [juglers]  the  Irifh  bard,  and  the  fulc.** 
It  was  written  before  the  year  1455. 

*  Living. 
«  Stream. 


And 
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And  as  Phebiis  dois  Cynthie  precell  -, 

So  Gawin  Dowglas,  bifchop  of  Dunkel!, 

Had,  quhen  he  was  into  this  land  on  lyvc> 

Above  vulgar  poetis  prorogatyve, 

Both  in  praflick  and  fpeculatioun. 

I  fay  no  more :  gude  redaris  may  difcryve 

His  worthy  workis,  in  noumer  mo  than  fyve. 

And  fpeciallie  the  trew  tranflatioun 

Of  Virgin,  quhilk  bene  confolatioun 

To  cunnyng  men  to  knawe  his  greit  ingyne> 

As  Weill  in  fcience  naturall  as  devyne. 

And  in  the  court  bene  prefent  in  their  dayis. 
That  ballatis  brevis ""  luftally  and  layis, 
Quhilkis  to  our  princis  daylic  thay  do  prefent. 
Qho  can  fay  more  than  fchir  James  Inglis  fayis 
In  ballatis,  farfis,  and  in  plefand  pkyis  *  ? 
Bot  CuLTRosE  has  his  pen  maid  impotent. 
Kid  in  cunnyng  ^  and  praftick  richt  prudent. 
And  Stewart  quhilk  defircth  one  ftatlie  ftyle 
Full  ornate  workis  day  lis  dois  compyle. 

Stewart  of  Lome  will  carp  richt  curiouflieV 
Galbraith,  Kynloich  *,, quhen  thay  tham  lyft  applic 
Into  that  art,  ar  craftie  of  ingyne. 

^  Write.  one,,  under  the  name  of  Gabribll  Kin« 

*  I  know  nothing  of  Sir  James  Ssglis,       lyck»  m  an  edition  of  fome  of  Lynde* 


or  of  his  ballads,  farces,  and  pleafant  plays.  fay's  works  /rfi  turned  and  made  perfeA 

Bot  one  John  Inglifh  was  maifter  of  a  com-  Englifie^  printed  at  London  by  Thomas 

pany  of  players,  as  we  have  before  feen,  Purfoote,  A.  ]>.  1581.  p.  105*    This  e« 

at  the  marriage  of  James  the  fourth.  Here  dition  often-  omits  whole  ftanzas;  and  has 

is  a  proof,  however,  that  theatrical  repre-  the  moft  arbitrary  and  licentioos  miirepre«* 

ientations  were  now  in  high  repute  in  the  fentations  of  the  text,  always  for  the  worfe. 

court  of  Scotland.  The  editor,  or  tranjlator^  did  not  under- 

y  Yet  in  knowing.     ^  Hand  the  Scottifh  language;  and  is,  befides» 


*  See  fome  of  his  fatirical  poetry,  Anc.       a  wretched  writer  of  £ngliih.    But  the  at- 
$c.  P.  p.  151.  tempt  fufficiently  expofea  itfelf. 


"  Tbefe  two  poets  are  converted  into 


Bot 
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Bot  now  of  late  is  ftart  up  haiftelie, 

One  cunnyng  clarke,  quhilk  wrytith  craftclie : 

One  plant  of  poets  callit  Ballendyne*'^ 

Quiiofe  ornate  workis  my  wit  can  nocht  defyne : 

Get  he  into  the  court  auftorite> 

He  will  precell  Quintyn  and  Kennedie  \ 

The  Scotch,  from  that  philofophical  and  fpeculative  caft 
which  charadterifes  their  national  genius,  were  more  zealous 
and  early  friends  to  a  reformation  of  religion  than  their 
neighbours  in  England.  The  pomp  and  elegance  of  the  ca- 
tholic worfhip  made  no  impreffion  oa  a  people,  whofe  de- 
votion fought  only  for  folid  edification  >  and  who^  had  no 
notion  that  the  interpofition  of  the  fenfes  could  with  any 
propriety  be  admitted  to  cooperate  in  an  exercife  of  fuch  a 
nature,  which  appealed  to  reafon  alone,  and  feemed  to  ex- 
clude all  aids  of  the  imagination*  It  was  natural  that  fuch 
a  people,  in  their  fyfbm  of  fpiritual  refinement,  fliould 
warmly  prefer  the  fevere  and  rigid  plan  of  Calvin :  and  it 
is  from  this  principle,  that  we  find  moft  of  their  writers,  at 
the  reftoration  of  learning,  taking  all  occafions  of  cenfuring. 


^  I  prefume  this  is  JoKn  Balantyn,.  or 
Ballenden,  archdeacon  of  Morrayy  canon 
of  Roffe,  and  clerk  of  the  rerifter  in  the 
minority  of  James  the  fifth  and  his  fuccef- 
ibur.  He  was  a  doctor  of  the  Sorbonne  at 
Paris.  G.  Con,  De  duplici  ftatu  religionh 
apiui  ScotoSf  lib.  ii.  p.  167.  At  the  com- 
mand of  James  the  fifth,  he  tranflated  the 
feventeen  books  of  He^or  Boethius's  His- 
tory oT  Scotland.  Edinb.  by  T.  Da- 
v^dfbn,  1536*  fol.  The  preface  is  in 
verfe,  "  Thow  marcyal  buke  pas  to  the 
**  nobyll  prince."  Prefixed  is  the  Cos- 
mography, of  Boethius's  Hiftory»  which 
Mackenzie  calls,  A  De/cription  of  Albdnyy 
ii.  596.  Before  it  is  a  Prologue,  a  viiion 
in  verfe,  in  which  Virtu B  and  Pleasure 
addrefs  the  king,  after  the  manner  of  a 
dialogue.  He  wrote  an  addition  of  one 
hundred  years  to  Boethius's  hiftory :   but 

Vol.  IL  T 


this  does  not*  appear  in  the  Edinburgh  e- 
dition :  alfo  EpiftUs  to  James  the  fifths  and 
On  the  Life  of  Pjtbagorat.  Many  of  his- 
poems  are  extant.  The  author*  of  the  ar- 
ticle Ballemdek,  in  the  Biographia  > 
Britannica,  written  more  than  thirty 
ago,  fays,  that  '*  in  the  large  collection  of 
**  Scottifti  poems,  made  by  Mr.  Carmi- 
**  chael,  there  were  (brae  of  our  author's 
**  on  various  fubjefls ;  and  Mr.  Laurence 
"  Dundafshad  feveral,  whether  in  manu* 
*'  fcript  or  pin  ted,  I  cannot  fay."  vol.  i. 
p.  461.  His  flyle  has  many  gallicifms. 
He  feems  tabave  been  a  young  man,  when 
this  compliment  was  paid  him  by  Lyndc- 
fay.  He  died  at  Rome,  1550.  De'nipft. 
ii.  197.  Bale,  xiv.  65.  Mackenz.  ii. 
59S.feq. 

«SlONAT.  K. 

tUc: 
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the  abfurdities  of  popery  with  an  unufual  degree  of  ab- 
horrence and  afperity. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  poem  before  us,  an  allegory  on  the 
corruptions  of  the  church  is  introduced,  not  deftitute  of  in- 
vention, humour,  and  elegance:  but  founded  on  one  of  the 
weak  theories  of  WicklifFe,  who  not  confidcring  religion  as 
reduced  to  a  civil  eftablifhment,  and  becaufe  Chrift  and  his 
apoftlcs  were  poor,  imagined  that  fecular  poffeflions  were  in- 
confiftent  with  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel. 

In  the  primitive  and  pure  ages  of  chriftianity,  the  poet 
fuppofcs,  that  the  Church  married  Poverty,  whofe  children 
were  Chaftity  and  Devotion.  The  emperour  Conftantine 
ioon  afterwards  divorced  this  fober  and  decent  couple ;  and 
without  obtaining  or  alking  a  difpenfation,  married  the 
Church  with  great  folemnity  to  Property.  Pope  Silvefter 
ratified  the  marriage :  and  Devotion  retired  to  a  hermitage. 
They  had  two  daughters.  Riches  and  Senfuality ;  who  were 
very  beautiful,  and  foon  attrafted  fuch  great  and  univerfal 
regard,  that  they  acquired  the  chief  afcendancy  in  all  fpiri- 
tual  affairs.  Such  was  the  influence  of  Senfuality  in  parti- 
cular, that  Chaftity,  the  daughter  of  the  Church  by  Poverty, 
was  exiled:  fhe  tried,  but  in  vain,  to  gain  protection  in 
Italy  and  France.  Her  fuccefs  was  equally  bad  in  England. 
She  ft  rove  to  take  refuge  in  the  court  of  Sicotland :  but  they 
drove  her  from  the  court  to  the  clergy.  The  bifliops  were 
alarmed  at  her  appearance,  and  protefted  they  would  harbour 
no  rebel  to  the  See  of  Rome.  They  fent  her  to  the  nuns, 
who  received  her  in  form,  with  proceflidns  and  other  honours. 
But  news  being  immediately  difpatched  to  Senfuality  and 
Riches,  of  her  friendly  reception  among  the  nuns,  flie  was 
again  compelled  to  turn  fugitive.  She  next  fled  to  the  mendi- 
cant friers,  who  declared  they  could  not  take  charge  of  ladies. 
At  laft  flie  was  found  fecreted  in  the  nunnery  of  the  Burrow- 
moor  near  Edinburgh,  where  flie  had  met  her  mother  Po- 
verty and  her  fifter  Devotion.    Senfuality  attempts  to  befiegc 

this 
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this  religious  houfe,  but  without  e£Fe£l.  The  pious  (iflers 
were  armed  at  all  points,  and  kept  an  irrefiftible  piece  of  ar* 
tillery,  called  Dmdne  cuftodi  nos. 

Within  quhofe  fchot,  thare  dar  no  enemies 
Approche  their  places  for  dread  of  dyntis  dour  *  j, 
Boith  nicht  and  day  thay  work  lyke  belie  beis  •> 
For  thar  defence  reddie  to  ftand  in  ftour : 
•    And  keip  fie  watchis  on  their  utter  tour. 
That  dame  Senfuall  with  feige  dar  not  afTailei. 
Nor  cum  within  the  ichot  of  thare  artaile  \ 

I  know  not  whether  this  chafte  fifterhood  had  the  delicacy 
to  obferve  ftriftly  the  injundHons  prefcribed  to  a  fociety  of 
nuns  in  England  j  who^  to  prelervc  a  cool  habit,  were  or- 
dered to  be  regularly  blooded  three  times  every  year,  but  not 
by  a  ^ular  perfon,  and  the  priefts  who  performed  the  ope- 
ration were  never  (ufFered  to  be  Grangers  *• 

I  muiil  not  difmifs  this  poem,  without  pointing  out  a 
beautiful  valediction  to  the  royal  palace  of  Snowdon  j  which 
is  not  only  highly  fentimental  and  expreflive  of  poetical 
feelings,  but  ftrongly  impreflies  on  the  mind  an  image  of  the 
romantic  magnificence  of  antient  times,  fo  remote  from  the 
flate  of  modern  manners. 

Adew  fair  Snawdoune,  with  thy  touris  hie. 
Thy  chapeli  royall,  park,  and  tabill  roundest 
May,  June,  and  July,  wald  I  dwell  in  the, 
War  I  one  man,  to  heir  the  birdis  found 
Quhilk  doth  againe  thy  royal  roche  rebound  *  I 


'  Htrd  dints.  t  MS6.  Jamis.  xxvi.  p.  52.  BIbl.  Bod).. 

«  Biify  beet.  Oxon. 

'  Ardllery*    S^nat.  C.  ia.  ^  Round  table.    Toomaments. 

'  Sionat.  B.  iii. 

T  t  a  Out 


324  THE      HISTORY      OF 

Our  author's  poem,  To  the  Kingis  grace  in  contemptioun  of 

fyde  taillis,  that  is,  a  cenfure  on  the  afFeftation  of  long  trains 

worn  by  the  ladies,  has  more  humour  than  decency  ^.    He 

allows  a  tail  to  the  queen,  but  thinks  it  an  affront  to  the 

royal  dignity  and  prerogative  that, 

Every  lady  of  the  land 

Should  have  hir  taill  fo  fyde  trailland '. — 

Quliare  ever  thay  go  it  may  be  fene 

How  kirk  and  calfay  they  fuepe  clene  ".— 

Kittok  that  clekkit  was  yeftrene  % 

The  morne  wyll  counterfute  the  quene. 

Ane  mureland*  Mag  that  milkid  the  zowis 

Claggit '  with  clay  above  the  howis, 

In  ham,  nor  byir,  fcho  woll  nocht  byde 

Without  her  Jcyrtill  taill  befyde. — 

They  waift  more  claith  [cloth]  within  few  yeiris 

Than  wald  claith  fyftie  fcore  of  freris  ^ 

In  a  ftatute  of  James  the  fecond  of  Scotland ',  about  the 
year  1460^  it  was  ordered,  that  no  woman  fhould  come  to 
church  or  to  market  with  her  face  muffaledy  that  is  muzzled, 
or  covered.  Notwithftanding  this  feafonable  interpofition  of 
the  legiflature,  the  ladies  of  Scotland  continued  muzzled 
during  three  reigns  \    The  enormous  cxcrefcence  of  female 

^  Compare  a  raanQfcript  poem  of  Oc-  'Act.  70. 

•dcve,  OfPridt  and  'waftMtbing  ofL^rdis  •  As  appears  from  a  paflage  in  the  poem 

men  m/bicb  is  asans  her  aftatt.  MSS.  La  u  d •  before  us* 

K,  78.  f.  67,  b.  Bibl.  Bodl.    His  chief  p^.  •„  »l.l- u  .«j  ««..t.^«.  ^ua^ 

comprint  i,  W p^dent  flc^e..  (W«p-  ruTkt^fid  ISh^^fed,.- 

iQg  the  ground,  which  with  their  fur  a-  ^ 

mount  to  more  than  twenty  pounds.  He  therefore  advifes  the  king  to  iffue  a 

'  Si  G  K  A T .  L.  ii.  proclamation, 

"Caufcy.     Street.    Path.  Both  throw  the  land,  and  Borrowftonii, 

»  Kitty  diat  was  born  yefterday.  ^o  fchaw  thare  face,  and  cut  thai«  gownis. 

•  Moor-land.  ,,,,,,...                        1 

^  Cloirged  ^^  ^^'  "^^^  ^^  ^  ^"^^^  contrary  to  the 

^  SicSat!  L.  iu.    He  commends  the  °«>d«  o^  ^^^^  F««<^>»  ^«»- 

ladies  of  Italy  for  their  deca^cy  in  this  Hails  ane  Frence  lady  quhen  ye  pleis, 

iuticle.  Scho  wyll  difcover  moiith  and  neis. 

tails 
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tails  was  prohibited  in  the  fame  ftatutc,  "  That  na  woman 
**  wear  tails  unfit  in  length."     The  legitimate  length  of  thefe 
tails  is  not,  however,  determined  in  this  ftatute ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  we  may  colleft  from  a  mandate  iffued  by  a 
papal  legate  in  Germany,  in  the  fourteenth  century.     "  It  is 
**  decreed,  that  the  apparel  of  women,  which  ought  to  be 
"  confident  with  modefty,  but  now,  through  their  foolifti- 
"nefs,   is  degenerated  into  wantonnefs  and  extravagance, 
"  more  particularly  the  immoderate  length  of  their  petti- 
•*  coats,  with  which  they  fweep  the  ground,  be  reftrained  to 
"  a  moderate  fafhion,  agreeably  to  the  decency  of  the  fex, 
"  under  pain  of  the  fentcnce  of  excommunication'/'     The 
orthodoxy  of  petticoats  is  not  precifely  afcertained  in  this 
ialutary  edift :  but  as  it  excommunicates  thofe  female  tails, 
which,  in  our  author's  phrafe,  keep  the  kirk  and  caufey  clean^ 
and  allows  fuch  a  moderate  flandard  to  the  petticoat,  as  \% 
compatible  with  female  delicacy,  it  may  be  concluded,  that, 
the  ladies  who  covered  their  feet  were  looked  upon  as  very 
laudable  conformifts :  .an  inch  or  two  lefs  would  have  been 
avowed  immodeftyj  an  inch  or  two  more  an  afFe6i:atipn  bor- 
dering upon  herefy ".    What  good  efFefts  followed  from  this 
ecclefiaftical  cenfure,  I  do  not  find :  it  is,  however,  evident^ 
that  the  Scottifh  a£t  of  parliament  againft  long  tails  "wzs  as 
little  obferved,  as  that  againft  muzzling.    Probably  the  force 
of  the  poet's  fatire  effefted  a  mpre  fpeedy  reformation  of 
fuch  abufes,  than  the  menaces  of  the  church,  or  the  laws  of 
the  land.     But  thefe  capricious  vanities  were  riot  confined^ to 
Scotland  alone.  In  England,  as  Aye  are  informed  by  feveral  an- 
tiquaries, the  women  of  quality  firft  wore  trains  in  the  reigrt 
"pf  Richard  the  fecond ;    a  novelty  which  induced  a  well 

<  '<  Velamina  cdam  miilierum,  quae  ad  <<  ufaniy  ficot  deat  verecundidm  fexus^  per 

^  •verecundiam  defignandam  eis   (bnt  con-  '^  excommunicationis    fententiam  cohioe- 

«'  ceffa,  fed  nunc,  per  infipientiam  carunit  **  antur."     Ludewig,  Relic^  Diplom. 

^'  in  lafciviam  et  luxuriam  excreverunt,  et  torn.  ii.  p.  441.  ' 

^  immoderata     longitude    /uferpeUiceorum^  *>  See  Notes  tO  Anc.  Sc.  Posms^  af 

''  ^uitus  fuhnem  trahunt^  ad  inoderatum  fupr.  p.  2;6.  -    ' 

meaning 
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meaning  divine,  of  thofe  times,  to  write  a  tra6^  Contra  cau^ 
das  dominarum^  againft  the  Tails  of  the  Ladies ''.  Whether 
or  no  this  remonftrance  operated  fo  far,  as  to  occafion  the 
contrary  extreme,  and  even  to  have  been  the  diftant  caufe  of 
producing  the  (hort  petticoats  of  the  prefcnt  age,  I  cannot 
fay.  As  an  apology,  however,  for  the  Engli^  ladies,  in 
adopting  this  faihion>  we  (hould  in  jufticc  remember,  as  was 
the  cafe  of  the  Scotch>  that  it  was  countenanced  by  Annc^ 
Richard's  queen :  a  lady  not  lefs  enterpri&ig  than  fuccefsfut 
in  her  attacks  on  eftablifhed  forms  i  and  whoTe  authority  and 
example  were  fo  powerful,  at  to  abolifh,  even  in  defiance  of 
France^  the  iafe>  commodious,  and  naitural  mode  of  riding 
on  horfeback,  hitherto  pra£ticed  by  the  women  of  England^ 
and  to  introduce  fide--£^dles\ 

An  anonymous  Scotch  poem  has  lately  been  communicatecl 
to  me,  belonging  to  this  period  r  of  which>  as  k  wa»  nerer 
printed,  and  aa  it  contains  capital  touches  of  fatirical  hu<» 
mour,  not  inferior  to  thofe  of  Dunbar  and  Lyndefiiy,  lam. 
tempted  to  tranfcribe  a  few  ftansas ".  It  appears  ta  have 
been  written  fixm  after  the  death  of  James  the  fifth '.  The 
poet  mentions  the  death  of  James  the  fourtl^  who  was  kill*- 
ed  in  the  battle  of  Flodden-fieW,  fought  in  tBe  year  1513  '► 
It  is  entitled  Duncans  Laider,  or  Majcgreoor's  Tss^ 
TAMENT  \  The  Scotch  poets  were  fimd  of  conveying  in- 
ventive, under  the  form  of  an  aflumed  charafter  writing  a 
will  •.   In  the  poem  before  us,  the  writer  expo&s  the  ruinous 

v  s^  CoIlediRe&  RifiDrica,.  ex  Bi€«^  *  T.  i6t. 

•ion.    M&  Thamat  Ga&oign.     Aftd  *^-F^* 

Hcame's  W.  Hsmin^pord,  p.  512.  ^  •*  0D|^€d,&ysm¥iii«ittiba|iC^irl^7-^ 

'Chatlteritpitfents  hhWiiKORftATB  **  mouth,  in  September  1769.     Prom  a. 

a4  riding  with  a  pair  of  fpurs.     Prol.  *^  Manufcript  in  the  libnuy  there,  ending 

▼.  475.  p.  5.  Unr.  "  Auguft.  20th,  1400.**    The  latter  date 

And'on  her  feete  s^P>^  of  fparris  Aarpe.  teitaiMy  cannot  rtftt  to  the  time  when: 

r  For  tht  nft  or  this  manufcripi  I  am  this  poem  waa  written, 

obliged  to  the  ingenioirs  Mr.  Pennant ;  <  See  The  Teftament  tf  Mr.  J^$Jr§  Kem^ 

whole  valoable  pabUcations  arefiBmliar  to  nedjf,    A»c.  Sc.  PoaM>,  at  fopr.  p.  55.. 
vvery  reader  of  taAe  and-feieiice^ 

policy^ 
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policy,  and  the  general  corruption  of  public  manners,  pre- 
vailing in  Scotland,  under  the  perfonage  of  the  Strong 
Man  S  that  is,  tyranny  or  oppreffion.  Yet  there  are  fome 
circumftances  which  feem  to  point  out  a  particular  feudal 
lord,  famous  for  his  exadlions  and  infolence,  and  who  at 
length  was  outlawed.  Our  teftator  introduces  himfelf  to 
the  reader *s  acquaintance,  by  deferibing  his  own  charaiSter 
and  way  of  life,  in  the  following  exprelfive  allegories. 

My  maifter  houfhold  was  heich  *  Oppreffioun, 
Reif  ^  my  ftewart,  that  cairit  of  na  wrang  *; 
Murthure,  Slauchtir*,  aye  of  anc  profeffioun. 
My  cubicularis  *  has  bene  thir  year  is  lang : 
Recept,  that  oft  tuik  in  mony  anc  fang^ 
Was  porter  to  the  yettis  \  to  oppin  wyde ; 
And  Covatice  was  chamberlane  at  all  tyde*. 

Confpiracie,  Invy,  and  Falfe  Report, 

Were  my  prime  counfalouris,  leve "  and  deare ; 

Then  Robberie,  the  peepill  to  extort. 

And  common  Thift  *"  tuke  on  tham  fa  the  fteir  % 

That  Treuth  in  my  prelince  durft  not  appeir^ 

For  Falftieid  had  him  ay  at  mortal  feid  \ 

And  Thift  brocht  Lautie  £nallle  to  deid  '^ 

« 
Oppreffioun  clikit  Gude  Reule '  be  the  hair. 
And  fuddainlie  in  ane  preefoun  '  him  fiang; 
And  Crueltie  ca^  Pitie  our  the  flair  \ 

^  Viz.  L A 1  Di  R .  ■  Beloved. 

«  Named,    £%*/•  •Theft. 

^Hobbery.  p  Steer.    Steemge.    Themaatgemeit* 

s  Took  many  a  hotkj^  <i  Enmity.    Hatred. 

^  Murder*  Slaughter*  '  Brought  Loyalty  to  death, 

^  The  pages  of  my  bed-chamber«    Call-  '  Caught  Good  Rule.  Read  r&ii//,  deck* 

'Cdy  in  Scotland)  CbamUr4adsn  •cd.    Cleik  is  crooked  iroa,  Umcus* 

^  That  fcrupled  to  do  no  wrong.  -    '  Thrtw  him  into  prifim. 


1  Gates,    f^is^  rmtiu  "  Orer  ihe  ^ftldrs. 

><A11  timet. 


QuhUl 
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Qbuill  Innocence  was  murthurit  in  that  thrang  •". 
Than  Falfheid  faid,  he  maid  my  houfe  richt  ftrang^ 
And  furnift  wreill  with  meikill  wrangus  geir  % 
And  bad  me  neither  god  nor  man  to  fcir  \ 

At  length,  in  confequence  of  repeated  enormities  and  vio- 
lations of  juftice,  Duncane  fuppofes  himfelf  to  be  impri- 
foned,  and  about  to  fuffer  the  extreme  fentence  of  the  law. 
He  therefore  very  providently  makes  his  laft  will,  whick 
contains  the  following  witty  bequefts. 

To  my  Curat  Negligence  I  refigne, 
Thairwith  his  parochinaris "  to  teche; 
Ane  ather  gift  I  leif  him  als  condigne  % 
Sloutji  and  Ignorance  fendill  ^  for  to  preche  t 
The  faullis  he  committis  for  to  bleiche  "^ 
In  purgatorie,  quhill  ^  thaie  be  wafchin  clene^. 
Pure  religion  thairbic  to  fuftene. 

To  the  Vicar  I  leif  Diligence  and  Care 
To  tak  the  upmofl  claith  and  the  kirk  kow  \ 
Matir  nor  ^  to  put  the  corps  in  fepulture  : 
Have  pouir  wad  fix  gryis  and,  aae  fow  *, 
He  will  have  ane  to  fill  his  bellie  fowe ' : 


"^  Murthered  in,  the  cxtfoA^ .  t  If  the.  poor  have  fix  pigs  and  one  (bw« 

^  Forniflied  it  Well  with  much  ill-gotten  ^  His  belly  fnll.     Belly  was  not  yet 

wealth.  profcribed  as  a  coarfe  indielicate  word.    It 

y  V.  15.  feq.  often  occurs  in  our  Tranflation  of  the  Bible : 

*  Parifhioners.  and  is  ufed»    fomewhat  fingularly> .  in   a 

*  As  good*  chapter*a6k  of  Wefbnin^-abbeyy  fo  late 
^  Seldom.  as  the  year  1628.    The  prebendaries  m- 

*  To  be  bleadied.     Whitened,  or  pu-  dicate  themfelves  from  tne  imputation  of 
rified.  having  reported,  that  their  dean,  bifhop 

*  Till  they  be  waflied  clean.  Williams,,  repaired  the  abbey,  "out  of 
«  Part  of  the  pall,  taken  as  a  fee  at  fii-  "  the  diet,  and  Bellies  of  the  preben- 

nerals.    The  iT/ri-ioai,-,  or  cow,  is  an  ec-  "  daries,  and  revenues  of  our  faid  churdf, 

defiaftical  perquifite  which  I  do  not  under-  "  and  not  out  of  his  own  revenues,  &e.** 

Iband.  Widmore'sWfiSTMiNST.  Abbey,  p.  213. 

^Moicthan.  Append.  Nvm«  xii.  Lond.  1751.    Heie, 
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His  thocht  is  mair  upon  the  pafche  fynis, 
Nor  the  fauUis  in  purgatorie  that  pynis  *. 

Oppreffioun  the  Persone  I  leif  untill  ^^ 
Pouir  mens  corne  to  hald  upon  the  rig  \ 
Quhill  he  get  the  teynd  alhail  at  his  will " : 
Suppois  the  barins  thair  bread  fuld  go  thig  % 
His  purpois  is  na  kirkis  for  to  big  ^  5 
Sa  fair  an  barne-tyme '  god  has  him  fendin. 
This  feven  years  the  queir  will  ly  unmendin  ^. 

I  leif  unto  the  Dean  Dignite,  hot  faill  \ 
With  Greit  Attendence  quilk  he  fall  not  mifs, 
Fra  adulteraris  [to]  tack  the  buttock-maill  * ; 
GIF  ane  man  to  ane  madin  gif  ane  kifs ', 
Get  he  not  geir,  thai  fall  not  come  to  blifs " : 
His  winnyng  "^  is  maift  throw  fornicatioun. 
Spending  it  (hur  with  ficlike*  occupatioun. 


as  we  now  think,  a  periphraiis,  at  lead  '  Without  doubt, 

another  term,  was  obvious.    How  (hock-  '  A  fine  for  adultery.  Mai  lis  is  duties, 

ingy  or   rather  ridiculous,  would  this  ex-  rents.     Maile-men,  Maillbris,  per- 

preflion  appear  in  a  modem  inftrument,  fons  who  pay  rent.     Male  is  Saxon  for  tri- 

ngned  by  a  body  of  der^  !  bute  or  taxv     Whence  Maalman,  Saxon, 

^  He  thinks  more  of  his  Eafter-ofFerings,  for  one  paying  tribute.     See  Spebian  and 

t!ian  of  the  fouls  in  purgatory.    Pafche  is  Dufrefne,  in  v  V. 

fafchaU    Pais,  Eafter.  '  If  a  man  jg;ive  a  maid  one  kifs.     Chau- 

^  I  leave  Oppreflion  to  the  Parson,  the  cer  fays  of  his  Sompnour,  or  Apparitor, 

proprietor  of  the  great,  or  rectorial,  tythes.  Prol,  Urr.  p.  6.  v.  651. 

'  To  HfP  "»"  ~™  °f  *«  P^'  »»  *«  He  wonid  fuftr  for  a  quart  of  wine 

"  Until  he  ^  the  tythe  all  at  his  wfll.  ^  ^^  ^'""^  '<»  »"^*  ••»  concubine. 

*  Suppofe  the  children  (hould  beg  their  See  the  Freer bs  Tale,  where  thefe  a-, 

bread.     Barins^  or  Beams.  bufes  are  expofed  with  much  humour.  Urr. 

**  To  buiW  no  churches.  edit.  P.  87. 

P  So  fair  a  harvefl.  "  Ir  he  does  not  get  his  £ne,  they  will 

s  The  choir,  or  chancel,  which,  as  the  not  be  faved.     Geir  is  properly  goods^ 

redlor,  he  is  obliged  to   keep  in  repair.  chattels. 

The  more  tythp  he  receives,  the  lefs  wil-  ^  His  profits,  in  the  fpiritual  court, 

ling  he  is  to  return  a  due  proportion  of  it-  '  Surely  in  the  fiime  manner. 

to  tnc  church. 

Vol.  II.                               U  u  I  leif 


330  THE      HISTORY      OF 

I  leif  unto  the  Pitiou&x,  for  his  part. 
Gluttony,  him  and  his*  monkis  to  feid. 
With  far  better  will  to  drink  ane  quart  ^ 
Nor  an  the  bible  ane  chaptoure  '  to  reid } 
Yit  ar  thai  wyis  and  fubtile  into  deid  % 
Fenzeis  thame  pouir  ^  and  has  gret  fufficence^ 
And  takith  wolth  away  with  gret  patience. 

I  leif  the  Abbot  Pride  and  Arrogance, 

With  trappit  mules  in  the  court  to  rydc% 

Not  in  the  clofter  to  make  reiidence ; 

It  is  na  honoure  thair  for  him  to  byde  % 

But  ever  for  ane  bifchoprik  provyde  * : 

For  Weill  ye  wat  ane  pouir  benefice. 

Of  ten  thoufand  markis  ^  may  not  him  fuffice. 

To  the  BiscMOP  his  Free  will  I  allege*, 
Becaus  thair  {is]  na  man  him  [dares]  to  blame  i 
Fra  fecular  men  he  will  him  replege  \ 


y  An  Englifh  ^loo. 

*  To  read  one  chapter. 

*  Unto  death. 

*  feign  themfelret  poor. 

^  To  ride  on  a  mute  with  rkb  trappin|t. 
Cwfcn^Htifzpf  that  when  cardinal  Woliev 
went  embaflaidor  to  France,  he  rode  throngh 
London  with  more  than  twenty  fnmpter- 
nudes.  He  adds,  that  Wolfev  •*  rode  very 
**  fumptaoudie  like  a  cardinal,  on  a  mule  ; 
^*  with  his  i^aro-mute,  and  his  fpare-hoHc, 
**  covered  with  txkafan  velvett,  and  gilt 
•*  ftirrop^  &c."  Mbm.  op  CAan.  Wol- 
tKT.  edit.  Lond.  1708*  8vo.  p.  57.  When 
he  meets  the  kin^  of  France  near  Amiens » 
he  moonts  anomer  mole^  more  fnperbly 
caparifoned.  Ibid.  p.  69.  See  alfo  p.  loa^ 
[See  a  mamdcript  of  this  Life,  MSS. 
Laud.  i.  66.  MSS.  Arch.  B.  44.  BibL 
Bodl.]  The  fame  writer,  one  of  the  car- 
dinal's domeftics,  6ys  that  he  conftantly 
aode  to  Wefiminter-hall^  ^  oa  a  male 


^  trapped  in  ciimlbn  velvett  with  a  fiiddlr 
**  of  the  fiune.'*  Ibid.  ^.  29.  30.  Indie 
Computus  of  Maxtokepnoijr,  in  Warwid^ 
fhire,  for  the  year  1440,  this  article  of  ex* 
pendkoie  occors,  **  Fio  pabnlo  daanmi 
**  mulamm  cum  hamcfiis  domini  Faioaia 
*'  hoc  anno."  Again  in  die  &nie  ytur, 
*'  Pro  freno  deanrato,  cam  fella  et  panno 
*'  bk)dii  tsoloris^  molse  Faioais/'  MS. 
poies  me  fnpr.  dtat.  Wiodiffe  defcribcsa. 
WoRDLY  niEST,  ^  with  fair  hoss  and 
**  jolly,  and  gay  faddles  and  bridles  rin^- 
<•  ing  by  the  way»  and  himielf  in  comf 
•«  clodics  and  pehire."     Lewis's  Wxcci» 

p.  I2U 

'  Continoe. 

«  Look  out  fora  biihoprick. 
'  Marc8» 

« Give,  Affign.  ^      ^  ' 

^  He  will  order  tryal  In  his  mmi  oaorL. 
It  is  therefitre  unfafe  to  attack  hiau 


And 
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And  Weill  ye  wat  the  papc  is  fur  fra  hame ' : 
To  preich  the  gofpell  he  thinkis  fchame, 
(Suppofis  fum  tym  it  was  his  profeffioun,) 
Rather  nor  for  to  fit  upon  the  feffioun"*. 

I  leif  my  Flatterie,  and  Fals  Diffcmbling, 
Unto  the  Freris,  thai  fa  weill  can  fleitche  \ 
With  mair  profit  throwe  ane  marriage-making 
Nor  all  the  lentrane  "  in  the  kirk  to  preiche  \ 
Thai  gloifs  *"  the  fcripture,  ever  quhen  thai  teache, 
Moer  in  intent  the  auditouris  to  pleifs^ 
Nor  the  trew  worde  of  god  for  to  appeifs '. 

Thir '  gifts  that  dame  Nature  has  me  lent 

I  have  difponit '  heir,  as  ye  may  fee : 

It  nevir  was,  nor  yit  is,  my  intent. 

That  trew  kirkmen  get  acht  belongis  to  me ' : 

But  that  haulis '  Huredome  and  Harlottrie. 

Gluttony,  Invy,  Covatice,  and  Fryde, 

My  executouris  I  mak  tham  at  this  tyde. 

Adew  all  friends,  quhill  •  after  that  we  meit, 
I  cannot  tell  yow  quhair,  nor  in  quhat  place ; 
But  as  the  lord  difpoufis  for  my  fpreit^ 

*  You  well  know  the  pope  &  at  a  great  relipous  romances.  Wicdift,  tlie  gnmi 
diAanoe.  antaeonift    of  thefe    orders,    fays  that, 

>^  He  had  rather  fit  in  parliament.  «'  Capped  [graduated]  friers   tlut  been 

1  Fawn.  <<  cle^d  [caUed]  nafters  of  divinttie,  hare 

"^  Or»  lientron.    Lent.  '*  thetr  chamber  and  fervioe  as  lords  and 

*  Who  get  more  by  making  one  match,  **  kings,  and  fenden  out  idiots  full  of 
than  by  prQachinjg  a  whole  Xent.  ^  The  **  covetife  to  preche,  not  the  gofpel,  but 
mendicants  gained  an  eftabliihment  in  fa-  <<  chronicles,  fables,  and  lefinges,  to  plefe 
milies,  and  were  confolted  and  ^ve  their  *'  die  peple,  and  to  robbe  them.**  Lewis's 
advice  in  all  cafes.     Chaucer's  Taiiaa  Lxpi  of  Wiccl.  p.  ai.  xiii. 

of.Z'^LtZ'^t^^^   V..,  ^DKpoCci.    Bequeathed. 

Of  yong  women,  &c.        PaoL.  v.  212.  ,  ^  ^  cbureSan,  a  chriftian  on  the 

*  Expound.  reformed  plan,  (hall  never  get  any  thing 
'  Explain.    The  mendicants  not  only      belonging  to  me. 

perverted  the  plained  texts  of  fcripture  to  '  Whole. 

cover  their  own  fraudulent  purpoles,  but  •  lilL 

o^cn  amufcd  their  hearers  witn  legends  and 

U  u  2  Quher 
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Quher  is  the  well  of  mercic  and  of  grace. 
That  I  may  [ftand]  befoirr  his  godlie  face : 
Unto  the  devill  I  leif  my  fynnis  "  all, 
Fra  him  thai  came,  to  him  agane  thei  fall '. 

Some  readers  may  perhaps  be  of  opinion,  that  Makgregor 
was  one  of  thofe  Scottifh  lairds,  who  lived  profefTedly  by 
rapine  and  pillage :  a  praftice  greatly  facilitated,  and  even 
fupported,  by  the  feudal  fyftem.  Of  this  fort  was  Edom 
o' Gordon,  whofe  attack  ^on  the  caftle  of  Dunfe  is  recorded 
by  the  Scotch  minftrels,  in  a  pathetic  ballad,  which  begins 
thus. 

It  fell  about  the  Martinmas, 

Qhen  the  wind  blew  fchril  and  cauld. 
Said  Edbm  o'  Gordon  to  his  men. 
We  maun  draw  to  a  hauld : 

And  quhat  a  hauld  fall  we  draw  to. 

My  mirry  men  and  me  ? 
We  wul  gae  to  the  houfe  o'  the  Rhodes, 

To  fee  that  fair  ladie''. 

Othef  parts  of  Europe,  from  the  fame  fituations  in  life,, 
afford  inftances  of  the  fame  praftice.  Froiflart  has  left  a 
long  narrative  of  an  eminent  robber,  one  Amergot  Marcell ; 
who  became  at  length  fo  formidable  and  powerful,  as  ta 
claim  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  France.  About  the  year 
1380,  he  had  occupied  a  ftrong  Qaftle  for  the  fpace  of  ten 
years,  in  the  province  of  Auvergne,  in  which  he  lived  with 
the  fplendor  and  dominion  of  a  petty  fovereign,;  having 
amaffed,  by  pillaging  the  neighbouring  country,'  one  hun-^ 
dred  thoufand  francs..  His  depredations  brought  in  an 
annual  revenue  of  twenty  thoufand  floreins.    Aftorwards  he 

f  Sin9i  .*  V«  J09.  &q^  y  Percy's  Ball.  i.  ioo. 
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is  temp'ted  imprudently  to  fell  his  caftlc  to  one  of  the  gene- 
rals of  the  king  for  a  confiderable  fum.     FroifTart  introduces 
Marcell,  after  having  fold  his  fortrefs,  uttering  the  following 
lamentation,  which  ftrongly  paints  his  fyftem  of  depredation, 
the  feudal  anarchy,  and  the  trade  and  travelling  of  thofe  days. 
"  What  a  joy  was  it  when  we  rode  forthe  at  adventure, 
"  and  fomtyme  found  by  the  way  a  ryche  priour,  or  mar- 
**  chaunt,  or  a  route  of  mulettes,  of  Montpellyer,   of  Nar- 
"  bone,  of  Lymons,   of  Fongans,  of  Tholous,  or  of  Car- 
*'  caffone,  laden  with  clothe  of  Bruffelles,   or  peltre  ware 
'^  comynge  from  the  fayres,  or   laden  with  fpycery  from 
"  Bruges,    from   Damas,     or    from   Alyfaunder !      What- 
"  foever  we  met,  all  was  ours,   or  els  raunfomed  at  our 
'*  pleafures.      Dayly  we  gate  newe  money;    and  the  vyl- 
*^  laynes  of  Auvergne  and  of  Lymofyn  dayly  provydcd,  and 
"  brought  to  our  caftell,:  whete  mele,  breed  [bread]  ready 
"  baken,  otes  for  our  horfes  and  lytter,  good  wynes,  beffes, 
*'  and  fatte  mottons,  pullayne,  and  wylde  foule.     We  were 
*'  ever  furnyfhed,  as  though  we  hiad  been  kings.     Whan  we 
*'  rode  forthe,  all  the  country  trembled  for  feare.     All  was 
^'  oures,   goynge  or  comynge.     Howe  toke  we  Carlafte,   I 
**  and  the  Bourge  of  Companye !  and  I  and  Perot  of  Bernoys 
*'  toke  Calufet.      How  dyd  we  fcale  with  lytell  ayde  the^ 
^'  ftronge  caftell  of  Marquell  pertayninge  to  the  erle  Dol- 
^*  phyn!     I  kept  it  not  paft  fyve  dayes,  but  I  receyved  for 
*'  it,  on  a  fayre  table,  fyve  thoufand  frankes ;  and  forgave 
*'  one  thoufand,  for  the  love  of  the  crle  Dolphyn's  chyldren, 
^^  By  my  faithe,  this  was  a  fayre  and  goodlie  life !  &c '." 

But  on  the  whole  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  our  teftator 
Makgregor,  although  a  robber,  was  a  perfonage  of  high  rank, 
whofe  power  and  authority  were  fuch,  as  to  require  this  in- 
dire6l  and  artificial  mode  of  abufe.  For  the  fame  reafon,  1 
believe  the  name  to  be  fidtitious., 

»  See  torn.  ii.  c  170.  f.  115.  a.  And  torn.  i.  c.  149.  f.  73.  Sec  alfo,  ib.  c.  440. 
£  313*  b.  Bcrners's  Tranll. 

I  take 
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I  take  this  opportunity  of  obfcrving,  that  the  old  Scotch 
poet  Blind  Harry  belongs  to  this  period ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  of  correfting  the  miftake,  which,  in  conformity  to  the 
common  opinion,  and  on  the  evidence  of  Dempfter  and 
Mackenzie,  I  have  committed,  in  placing  him  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  fourteenth  century*.  John  Major  the  Scotch 
hillorian,  who  was  born  about  the  year  1470,  remembered 
Blind  Harry  to  have  been  living,  and  to  have  publilhed  a 
poem  on  the  achievements  of  Sir  William  Wallace,  when  he 
was  a  boy.  He  adds,  that  he  cannot  vouch  for  the  credibility 
of  thofe  tales  which  the  bards  were  accuftomed  to  fing  for  hire 
in  the  caftles  of  the  nobility  **.  I  will  give  his  own  words. 
**  Integrum  librum  Guliekni  Wallacci  Henricus,  a  nativitate 
^^  luminibus  captus,  mess  infantiae  tempore  cudit:  et  quae 
**  vulgo  dicebantur  carmine  vulgari,  in  quo  peritus  erat, 
'^  confcripiit.  Ego  autem  talibus  fcriptis  folum  in  parte 
**  fidem  impertior ;  quippe  qui  historiarum  recitatione 
^^  CORAM  PRi|)iciPiBus  vidum  et  veftitum,  quo  dignus  erat, 
^'  nadus  eft '.''  And  that»  in  this  poem.  Blind  Harry  has 
intermixed  much  fable  with  true  hiftory,  will  appear  from 
fome  proofs  colleded  by  fir  David  Dairy mple,  in  his  judicious 
and  accurate  annals  of  Scotland,  lately  publiihed  *. 

I  cannot  return  to  the  Englifh  poets  without  a  hint,  that  a 
well-executed  hiftory  of  the  Scotch  poetry  from  the  thirteenth 
century,  would  be  a  valuable  acceffion  to  the  general  literary 
hiftory  of  Britain.  The  fubje6t  is  pregnant  with  much  curious 
and  inftrudive  information,  is  highly  deferving  of  a  'minute 
and  regular  refearch,  has  never  yet  been  uniformly  examined 
in  its  full  extent,  and  the  materials  are  both  acceffible  and 
ample.    Even  the  bare  lives  of  the  vernacular  poets  of  Scot- 

*  See  fapr.  w<A.  i.  p.  321.    Dempfter  f.  74.  t.  edit.  Afcenf.  i{2i.  410.  Compare 

fays  he  lived  in  1361.  Hollinih.  Scot.  it.  p.  414.     And  Mack. 

^  The  poem  as  now  extant  has  probably  torn.  i.  423.    Dempft.  lib.  viii.  p.  549. 

been  reformed  and  modemiied.  ^  Se»p.  245.  edit.  1776.  410. 

<  Hist.  Magn.  BaiTAN.  L.  iv.  c.  xv, 

land 


ENGLISH      P  O  E  T  R  T.  335^ 

land  have  never  yet  been  written  with  tolerable  care  >  and  at 
prefent  are  only  known  from  the  meagre  outlines  of  Dempfter 
and  Mackenzie.  The  Scotch  appear  to  have  had  an  early 
propenfity  to  theatrical  reprefentations  5  and  it  is  probable^ 
that  in  the  profecntion  of  fuch  a  defign,  among  feveral  other 
interefting  and  unexpected  difcoveries,  many  anecdotes,  con« 
ducing  to  iUuftrate  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  our  ancient 
drama^  might  be  drawn  from  obfcunty» 


SECT. 
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S    E    C    T.    XV. 

MO S T  of  the  poems  of  John  Skelton  were  written  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  eighth.  But  as  he  was 
laureated  at  Oxford  about  the  year  1489%  I  confider  him  as 
belonging  to  the  fifteenth  century. 

Skelton,  having  ftudied  in  both  our  univerfities,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  reftory  of  Difs  in  Norfolk  ^  But  for  his  buf- 
fooneries in  the  pulpit,  and  his  fatirical  ballads  againfl  the 


*Scc  fapr.  p.  130. 

'  At  Icafl  before  the  year  1507.  For  at 
tbe  end  of  his  Trentale  for  old  John 
Clarke y  there  is  this  colophon.  **  Aodore 
*••  Skelton  re£torc  de  Dis.  Finis,  &c.  A- 
**  pud  Trumpinton,  fcript.  per  Curatum 
•*  ejufdcm  quinto  die  Jan.  A.  D.  1507." 
Sec  the  Pithy  pleasaunt  and  pro- 

VITABLB  WORKES    OF    MaISTER  SkEI- 

TON,  reprinted  at  London,  1736,  i2mo. 
|)ag.  272.  He  was  ordained  both  deacon 
and  prieft  in  the  year  1 49  8 .  On  the  title  of 
the  monaftery  dc  Graciis  near  the  tower  of 
London.  Re  gist  a.  Savage.  Epifc.  Land. 
There  is  a  poem  by  Skelton  on  the  death 
of  king  Edward  the  fourth,  who  died 
A.  D.  1483.  Workes,  ut  fupr.  p.  100. 
This  is  taken  into  the  Mirrour  of  Ma- 
gistrates. 

Skelton's  poems  were  firft  printed  at 
London,  1512.  8vo.  A  more  complete 
edition  by  Thomas  Marfhe  appeared  in 
1568.  i2mo.  From  which  the  modem 
edition,  in  1716,  was  copied.  Many  pieces 
of  this  colleflion  have  appeared  feparately. 
We  have  alfo,  Certaine  sokes  of 
Skelton.  For  W.  Bonham,  1547. 
izmo.  Again,  viz.  Five  of  his  poems, 
for  John  Day,  1583.  iimo.  Another 
colledion  for  A.  Scolocker,  1582.  i2mo. 
Another  of  two  pieces,  without  date,  for 
A.  Kytfon.  Another,  viz.  Merie  Tales, 
ibrT.  Colwell,  1575.  i2mo«  Magni- 
riCEi^CEy  a  goodly  Inttrludt  ami  a  trnry 


itvyfed  and  made  by  mayfter  Skelton^  fut 
laureate^  late  decea/ed^  was  printed  by 
Raflell,  in  1533.  4to.  This  is  not  in  any 
colledion  of  his  poems.  He  mentions  it 
in  his  Crownb  of  Lawrbll,  p.  47. 
**  And  of  Macnificencb,  a  notable 
**  mater,  &c."  Pinfon  alfo  printed  a  piece 
of  Skelton,  not  in  any  colledion,  **  How 
**  yong  fcholars  now  a  days  emboldened  in 
'<  the  ily  bbwne  blaft  of  the  moche  vayne 
**  glorious,  &c."  Without  date,  4to.  There 
are  alfo,  not  in  his  Works,  Epitaph  of 
Jaffer  duke  of  Bedford^  Lond.  4to.  And, 
Miferies  of  England  under  Henry  fe*ventb^ 
Lond.  4to.  See  two  of  his  Epitaphs  vx 
Camden's  Ep it aphi a  Regum,&c.  Lond. 
1600.  4to.  See  a  didich  in  Hollinfh.  iii. 
878.  And  Stanzas  prcfented  to  Henry  the 
fcventh,  in  1488,  at  Windfor,  in  Afhmole's 
Ord.  Gart.  chap.  xxi.  SECT.vii.  p.  594. 
A  great  number  of  Skelton 's  pieces  remain 
unprinted.  See  MSS.  Harl.  367.  36.  fol. 
101.  fcq. — 2252.  51.  fol.  134.  feq.  MSS. 
Reg.  18  D.  4  5.  MSS.  C.  C.  C. 
Cambr.  G.  ix.  MSS.  Cotton.  Vitell. 
E.  X.  28.  And  MSS.  Cathedr.  Line.  In 
the  Crowne  of  Lawrell,  Skelton  re- 
cites many  of  his  own  pieces,  p.  47.  feq. 
The  fo'verayne  Interlude  of  Virtue,  The 
Rojiar.  Prince  Arthur^ s  creacion.  Of  Per^ 
fdia.  Dialogues  of  Tmaginaeion,  The  ro- 
medy  of  Achadimios*  Tullis  familiars ^  that 
is,  a  tranflation  of  Tully's  Familiar  EpiiUes. 
Of  good  Ad<vifetnent.    The  Recule  againfi 

Caguine, 
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mendicants*,  he  was  fcverely  cefifured,  and  perhaps  fuf- 
pended  by  Nykke  his  diofcefan,  a  rigid  bifhop  of  Norwich, 
from  exercifing  the  duties  of  the  faCerdotal  funflWn, 
Wood  fays,,  he  was  alfo  puAMheA  by  the  bifhop  for  *'  having 
**  been  guilty  of  tertdin.  irimet^  As  Aiost  poets  are  V  But 
thefe  perfecutions  only  ferved  to  quicken  his  ludicrous  difr 
pofition,  and  to  exafperite  the  acrimony  of  his  fatire.  As 
His  fermons  ccJttld  be  no  longer  a  vehicle  for  his  abufe,  he 
vented  his  ridicul6  in  rhytning  libels.  At  length,  daring  to 
attack  the  dignity  of  c^t^lhal  Woifey,  he  was  clofely  pur- 
fued  by  the  officers  of  that  powerful  miniflers  and,  taking 
ihelter  in  the  fandluary  6f  Wcftmihff er  abbey,  was  kindly^ 


Gofuine.  Sbep.47.162.  'Dxt  Pfipingflj. 
A  nehU  fampbeiit  of  foveraintie.  The  ftay 
of  Magnificttut^  abovementioned..  Mkiers 
rf  Mjrtb  to  matftres  Margery.  The  P/re^ 
^niiiion  ofMknnes  tyfe^  froih  the  French^ 
perhaps  cv  Guillafime>  prior  of  Chalir. 
fSee  fopr.  p.  120.]  But  it  (hould  be  ob- 
ftrvedy  -that  Pynfon  priiited  Peregrinatio 
hmnani  generis t  1508.  fto.  Tht  frium/hes 
ef  fbi  reiiirofe^  containing  many  dories 
kog  unrememherltd*  Speculum  fri$uipu^  a 
xfianual  written  while  he  was  creauncer^  or 
tutor,  to  Henry  the  eighth,  vC'hen  a  boy. 
The  Tmtftptg  of  EUnour  RUmMjng.  See 
p.  123.  Cohn  Clout,  See  p.  179.  John 
Yve.  Joforth  Jatke.  Vdrics  to  vraiJTres 
Anni.  Epitisph  of  one  Adam  4  have,  ^ee 
p.  27 1  •  The  halade  of  the  mujlarde  tarte. 
The  fete  of  Philip  Sparronue.  See  p.  215. 
The  grountin£  offhefwyne.  The  n&tfmjng 
of  the  mapefy  rote,  A  freifer  to  Moyfe*s 
homes.  The  paiants  [pageaunts]  flayed  in 
joyous  getrdit  that  is,  in  king  Arthur's 
^dHe^  fb-  called  in-  the  romance  of  Mo  r  t  b 
Arthur.  The  fen£ft rail  [window]  of 
eaftell  Angel.  The  recule  of  Rofitmundes 
hoivre.  How  dame  Winer<va  firjl  foiind  the 
cU^ve-'tre,  The  my  Her  and  his  joly  mate^  or 
wife.  Mdrtone  clarion.  6f  the  B^nhhms 
^f  AJhrlge  near  Berkhamdead,  where  is  the 
fange  royall  of  drift* s  blode,  that  is,  the 
real  blodd  of  Chrifi.  He  profefTes  to  have 
received  many  favours  from  this  monaflerY* 
The  dadon  effoler.  The  thh  'of  three fcehs 

Vol.  IL  X 


is  printed  in  hit  works,  p,  260.  Apollo 
thai  ivtirfed  up  his  c*hare,  ^The  may/en  of 
Kini^  Of  loiuers  Ufikmenis.  Of  JoHas 
and  Phillis.^  The  hoie  of  honoroufi  ajjtate  : 
Of  royall  demenaunce  :  How  to  fie  ffnne  : 
Ho*w  to  fpeie  nsjelL  itonv  to  Jye  *when  fe 
It'///.  A  tranjlatipn  of  Diodorm  Siculus^ 
cute  of  frejbe  Latin ^  that  is,  of  Pbggiiis 
Florentines,  containing  fix  books.  M^S^ 
C.  C.  C.  Capb.  v^i.  5.  Poggius's  vprfioa 
was  £rft  printed  it  Venice,  1476.  CaJt-^ 
ton  in  his  Pi^fixe  to  yirgil's  ENEiDOSt 
fays  that  Skelton  '*  traniflated  diverfe  other 
**  workes  otft  of  Latyn  into  Eng!y(h,"  be- 
fide  Tully's  EpilUes,  and  pio£>rus  Sifru^ 
lus.  Bale  mentions  his  InnieQiva  on  Wil- 
liam Ufy  the.  grammarian.  I  know  nothing 
more  of  this,  than  that  it  was  anfwered  by 
Lily  in  Apologia  ad  Joh,  Scheltenum,  Pr. 
"  Sicdne  vipcreo  pei^is  me,  &c."_The 
piece  of  Skeltbn  moft  frequently  printed 
wais^  I  Believe,  his  Elinour  Rummyngj 
or  Rumpkin.'  The  Uft  of  t)ie  old  editions 
is,  in  1624.  j^to.  In  the  title  page^  is  the 
p^ure  of  bur  genial  ho^fs,  a  deformed 
old  woman,  holding  a  pot  of  ide,  with 
^is'infcrlption. 

When  Skelton  wore  the  lawrel  cr6whi 
My  ale  pin  all  the  alewives  down. 

Sec  Davies's   Critical    History    of 
Pa^iphlbts,  p.  28.  86. 

t  See  Woa^ks^  pi.  200.  202.  &c. 

'  Atm.  pj(aii.  i.  21.  toq. .  .    .    ^      >i 

X  .  eiitcrtainc4 
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entertained  and  protefled  by  abbot  Iflip  ^  to  the  day  of  hi^ 
death.  He  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  neighbouring  church 
of  faint  Margaret,  in  the  year  1529. 

Skelton  was  patronifed  by  Henry  Algernoon  Percy,  the 
fifth  earl  of  Northumberland,  who  deferves  particular  notice 
here;  as  he  loved  literature  at  a  time  when  many  of  the 
nobility  of  England  could  hardly  read  or  write  their  names, 
and  was  the  general  patron  of  fuch  genius  as  his  age  pro- 
duced.   He  encouraged  Skelton,   almoft  the  only  profefTed 
poet  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  feventhj,  to  write  an  elegy  on 
the  death  of  his  father,    which  is  yet  extant.     But  ftill 
ftronger  proofs  of  his  literary  turn,  especially  of  his  fingular 
paffion  for  poetry,  may  be  colle£ted  from  a  very  (plendid 
nianufcript,   which  formerly  belonged  to  this  very  diftin- 
guiftied  peer,  and  is  at  prefent  preferved  in  the  Britifh.  Mu*- 
feum^.     It  contains  a  large  collection  of  Englifli  poemr, 
elegantly  engrofled  on  vellum,   and  fuperbly  illuminated^ 
which  had  been  thus  fumptuoufly  tranfcribed  for  his  ufe*. 
The  pieces  are  chiefly  thole  of  Lydgate>  after  wluch  foUow 
the  aforefaid  Elegy  of  Skelton,  and  fome  fmaller  compofi* 
tions.    Among  the  latter  are  a  metrical  hiftory  of  the  family 
of  Percy,  prefented  to  him  by  one  of  his  own  chapliunsi. 
and  a  prolix  feries  of  poetical  infcriptions,  which  he  caufed 
to  be  written  on  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  principal 
apartments  of  his  caflles  of  Lekinfield  and  WrefliL^    Hia 

>  His  Latin  q>itapb  or  efegy  cm  tEe      •^^  WKen  it  Is  tyme  ci  coft  and  grate: 
Death  of  Henry  the  leventh»  is  addrciled  expens, 

to  lilip,  A.  D.  15 12.  p.  285.  •«  Beware  of  wafte  and  fpende  by  meaforar  . 

^  MSS.  Reg.  18  D.  1 1.  «<  Who  that  oatrageoofly  makithe  his  dif* 

>  See  fopr.  p.  126.  And  MSS.  C.  C.  C.  pens, 

Gmt.   16S.     Three   of  Ae   apartments  *•-  dnfydie  his  gpodes  not  long;  to  eiidore»i 

in  Wreffill  Caftle»    now  deftroyed»    were  &c. 
adorned  with  Poetical  lNScatPTiOKS» 

Thefc  are  called  in  the  manufcript  above-  t.  **  The  coanftll  of  Ariibtillr  w^iidifr 

mentioned,  "  PRoyaaBBS  in  the  Losg-  **  he  gayfe  to  Alexander,  kynge  of  Mafly- 

«'  INGS  in  Wressill,"  ^  dony ;  whiche  are  wrytyn  in  the  {yde^ci 

I.  <*  The  proverbes  in  the  fydis  of  the  "  the UtterChamber  above ^hoofein die 

^*  innere  chamber  at  WrcffiU.**   This  is  a  •*  Garden  at  Wrefyll."    This  is  in  diftidi* 

poem  of  twenty-fiRir  ftanasas,  each  contain*  of  thirty-eight  lines ;.  beginning  thas. 

ing  feven  lines :  beginning  thns»  Ptan  jihft 
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cultivation  of  the  arts  of  external  elegance  appears,  from  the 
ftately  fcpulchral  monuments  which  he  erected  in  the  min- 
fter,  or  collegiate  church,  of  Beverly  in  Yorkfhire,  to  the 
memory  of  his  father  and  mother  j  which  are  executed  in 


*'  Panyfliemoderatlyandclircretly  corre6le, 
**  At  well  to  mercy  as  to  joftice  htvynge  a 
refpe£le»  &c. 

3, "  The  proverbis  in  the  fydc  of  th'Utter 
**  Chamber  above  of  the  hons  in  the  gar* 
"dying  atWrefyU."  A  poem  of  tlurty 
fianaasy  chiefly  of  four  lines>  viz. 

'^  Remorde  thyne  ey  inwardly, 
*^  Fyx  not  thy  mynde  on  Fortune,  diat  de« 
lythe  dyverfly.  Sec. 

The  following  apartments  in  LeldnBeld 
had  poetical  inicriptions :  a^  mentio^pd  in 
the  laid  manoicript.  **  PaovBaBs  in  the 
"  Lodgings  at  Lekingfielo/' 

I.  "  The  proverbis  of  the  garctt  over 
<*  the  Bayne  at  Lekyngfelde."  This  is  a 
dialogue  in  32  flanzas,  of  four  lines,  be- 
tween "  the  Parte  Scnfatyve,"  and  •«  the 
•*  Part  Intellcfty ve  ;*'  containing  a  poetical 
oomparifon  between  fenfual  and  intelledlual 
pleaiares. 

2«  **  The  proverbis  in  the  earet  at  the 
"  new  lodge  in  ^e  parke  of  L^ingfelde.'* 
This  is  a  poem  of  32  ftanzas,  of  four  lines, 
being  a  difcant  on  Harmony,  as  alfo  on  the 
manner  of  Singing,  and  jplayine  on  moft 
<bf the  inilruments  then ufed:  i.e.  me  Haips, 
Claricordes,  Lute,  Virgymall,  Clariiym- 
ballis.  Clarion,  Shawme,  Orgayne,  Re- 
corder. The  following  ftanza  relates  to 
the  Shawme,  and  ihews  it  to  have  been 
ofed  for  the  Bafs,  as  the  RacoaDsa  was 
fcr  the  Meane.or  Tenor. 

^*  A  Shawms  raakithe  a  fweete  founde 

for  he  tnnithe  Basse, 
<«  It  moontithe  not  to  hy,  but  kepiihe  rule 

and  (pace. 
«*  Yet  yf  It  be  blowne  with  a  too  vehement 

wynde, 
**  It  makithe  it  to  mifgoveme  out  of  his 

kynde, 

3.  "  The  proverbis  in  the  rooffe  of  the 
^*  hyeft  chawmbre  in  the  gardinge  at  Le- 
kingfeldc."    If  we  fuppofc  this  to  be  the 


room  mentioned  by  Leiand,  where  the  Ge- 
neal(^  was  kept ;  the  following  jingling 
refleraons  on  the  family  motto  (in  udrty 
diftichs)  wiU  not  appear  quite  fo  mifpUced ; 

•*  E/piraunei  tn  Djeit, 

**  Tnifte  in  hym  he  is  moft  trewe. 

"  Eh  Oieu  ij^ance^ 

<<  In  hym  put  diyne  affiance. 

**  Efitraunci  in  the  worldef  nay; 
"  The  worlde  variedi  every  day. 

**  E/firaunci  in  riches?  nay,  not  fo, 
**  Riches  didithe  and  fone  will  go. 

**  E/ptrauntt  in  exaltacbn  of  honoure? 
"  Nay,  it  widderithc . . .  likt  a  floure. 

"  i5^/rfl««r#inbloodcandhlghclynagc/ 
*«  At  mofle  nede,  bot  efy  avauntoge. 

The  concluding  diftich  is, 

**  EfptraufKi  iH  DiiUf  in  hym  is  all ; 

**  fie  thou  contente  and  thou  art  above 
Fortune's  falL" 

4.  "  The  proverbis  in  the  roufeof  my 
«<  LorJe  Percy  dofett  at  Lckyngfclde."  A 
poetical  dialogue,  containing  inlbudtiona 
for  youth,  in  142  lines. 

$.**  The  proverbis  in  the  roufeof  my 
Lordis  library  at  Lekyneefelde."  Twenty- 
three  ftanzas  of  four  Tines,  from  whick 
take  the  following  fpedmen  : 

"  To  every  tale  geve  thou  no  credens. 
**  Prove  the  caufe,  or  thou  give  fentens. 
**  Agayn  the  right  make  no  dyflens, 
*<  So  haft  thou  a  dene  confdens.'* 

6.  <<  Thecounfellof  Ariftotdl,  whiche 
**  he  gave  to  Alexander  kinge  of  Mace- 
•*  dony ;  in  the  fyde  of  the  garct  of  the 
"  gardynge  in  Lckynfelde."  This  con- 
fifts  of  nine  ftanzas,  of  eight  lines :  Take 
the  laft  ftanza  but  one : 

«*  Puniftie  modcratly,  and  difcretly  corredl, 
•*  As  well  to  mercy,  as  to  jufticc  havynge  a 
refpedj 
X  2  «*  Sf 
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the  rkheft  ftyl^  of  Xhp  flori«l  Qptl^c  Sff?lsit^\^rc^  and  regwia 
to  this  day,  the  coufpicuoD?  and  i^rMfgM\g  ^v^^i^ces  of  hit 
tafte  and  mag^^iiceiice.  {n  the  y^apr  i^jgo^  he  founded  an 
annual  ftip^nd  of  t^H  m%rf  $.  £<>x  thr^  ye^ra,  fpr  a  preceptor, 
or  profeffcr,  to  teach  grammar  and  philofophy  in  the  mo- 
naftery  of  Alw wickj,  cpmtig\ipu8  to  anpther.of  .hij'magnifi- 
oent  caftles  \  A  further  inftanoe  of  hie  attention  to  kttcrs 
aud  i^udious  employi^en^ts,  occurs  in  his  Houshold-book» 
dated  1512,  yet  t^mafmo^^  in  which  1^  li{«HA&x£9  of  this, 
earl  and  of  his  lady  are  fpecified!":  and  in  the  fi^me  curious 
monument  of  anticnt  manners  it  is  ordered,  thait  one  of  his 
chaplains  fliould  be  a  Marker  qf  Xnterluo'bs%  With  fo 
much.  boldneiiS  did  this  liberal  nobleman  abandon  the  ex- 
ample of  his  brother  peen,  ^whofe  principal  occupations  were- 
hawking  and  tilting ;  and  who  defpiied  learning,  as  an  ig- 
npblje  aivlt  petty  accofflpM^unent,  fit  only  for  the  purppfes  of 
laborious  and  indigent  ^cclefiaftics.  Nor  was  he  totally 
given  up  to  the  purfuits  of  leifure  and  peace;  he  was,  in  thi& 


.  ^  So  fl>an  ye  ham  meiyte  £b«  tlie  pmiyfii- 

menty 
V  And  caufe  tbe  o^Mor  to  bf /oiy  apd 

peniteot. 

«<  If  ye  be  movade  witii  anger  or  haftynen 
**  Paufe  in  youre  mynde  and  year  yre  r^preft: 
^  Defbr  vengeance  unto  yoer  anger  zffw^z 

gedc  be  y 
^  So  fliyH  ye  mynyfler  jufike^  and  do  dewo 

equyte," 

This  czffh  IS  a](b  demoliflied.  One  of 
the  ornaments  of  the  apartments  of  the  old 
cafUes  in  France,,  was  to  write  the  wallf  all 
over  with  amorous  Son  it  s  f  ». 

"  From  the  Recdver's  accompts  of  the 
earl's  eftates  ia  Com.  Northuxnb.  A,  jcv. 
Henr.  viH.  A;  D.  1527.  "  SoLuc&OKEa 
^  DENARiORUM  per  Warhantum  Eiof 
<<  MINI.  £t  in  denariis  per  dom^nnni 
**  receptorem  do^ri  Makerell  Abbad  nu>- 
*«  naftcrii  de  Alnewyk  folutis,  de  exicibus 
«•  hujus  anniy  pro  folucione  vadii  unius' 
««  KinAoaoii,    five   Magiilti>  exiitenda 


**  infra  Abbatjiiaip  pirdidam,  (Stdocendt 
^*  ac  legends  GkAMMATiiCAif  et  Pm^ 
*'  LOso^.HiAM  canonids  et  fhUribus  qip* 
^  naifterii  predi^»  ad  x  mircas  per  annqn^ 
<'  pro  termtfio  iij  atmomoi,^  virtote  qhni» 
**  nn^rraniiy  cujos  data  eft  agnd  Wreffill 
^  xx"'*  die  Septembris  anno  xij  Rje^s  pre- 
*^  di£d,  i(gno  manuali  ipfins  Oomids.fig* 
^  nady  ct  pen^  ipTnm  Abbateiii  re^ia* 
*'  ncnds,  ultra  vj  lib.  xiijs.  ivd.  filn  al-* 
^  locatas  anno  xiQ  Henr.  viij|^^^  et  TJ  lib* 
**  xiij  s.  iiijd.  £milvber  fibt  aliocatip  in  ann(^ 
"  xiiij  cjufdcm  Regis  ut  per  ii  acquietan- 
^  cia$  inde  cor^edis*  et.  penes  Aoditoreift 
^'  remanentes.'^  From  Kvidbnc«s  of 
the  Pbhct  'FA¥ii*Y^at  Sion-honfe.  C.  iiii^ 
Num.   5.  6.      Communicated  by  doQor 

P«rcy^ 

»  Pag.  44.  P.  Cop. 

*  Pag.  378.  I  am  indebted  to  die  nfiiaf 
kindnefs  of  Dr.  Percy  for  all  the  nedoe» 
reladng  to  this  earl.  See  his  Preface  to  the 
HousiiOLo  Book,  pag.  xiL  (cq. 

year 
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year  1497,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  leaders  who  commanded  at  "the  battle 
of  Blackheath  againft  lord  Audley  and  his  partifans ;  and 
was  often  engaged,  from  his  early  years,  in  other  public 
ibrvices  c^  truft  and  honour.  But  Skelton  hardly  deferved 
ftich  a  patronage  ^ 

It  is-  in  vain  to  apologife  for  the  coarfenefs,  obfcenity,  and 
fcomlity  of  Skelton,  by  faying  that  his  poetry  is  tinftured 
with  the  manners  of  bis  age,  Skelton  would  have  been  a 
writer  without  decorum  at  any  period.  The  manners  of 
Chaucer's  age  were  undoubtedly  more  rough  and  unpolifhed 
than  thofe  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  feventh.  Yet  Chaucer, 
a  poet  abounding  in  humour,  and  often  employed  in  dcfcrib- 
ing  the  vices  and  follies  of  the  world,  writes  with  a  degree 
of  delicacy,  when  compared  with  Skelton.  That  Skelton's 
»anner  is  grofs  and  ilKberal,  was  the  opinion  of  his  cotem- 
poraries ;  at  leaft  of  thofe  critics  who  lived  but  a  few  years 
afterwards,  and  while  his  poems  yet  continued  in  vogue. 
Puttenham,  the  author  of  the  ARTk  of  English  Poesib> 
publiihed  iathe  year  i^Sq^  fpeaking  of  the  fpecies  of  fiiort 
metre  ufed  in  the  minftrel-romances,  for  the  convenience  of 
being  fung  to  the  harp  at  feafts,  and  in  Carols  and  Rounds^ 
^  and  fiich  other  light  or  lafcivious  poems  which  are  com-^ 
«'  mpnly  njorc  commodioufly  uttered  by  thofe  buffoons  or 
"  Vices  in  playes  than  by  any  other  perfon,"  and  in  which 
t)ie  fiidden.  return  of  the  rhyme  fatigues  the  ear,  immediately 
fubjoins :  "  Such  were  the  rimes  of  Skelton,  heing  indeed 
**  but  a  rude  rayling  rimer,  and  all  his  doings  ridiculous  5  he 
^  ufed  both  fhort  diftaunces  aiid  fhort  meafures,  pleafing 
f  only  the  popular  care  \'[    And  Meres,  in  his  Palladis 

^  Lib.  ii  cK.  ix*  p.  69.  At  the    fane  tiqie  I  take    occa/ion   to 

^  I  am  mfbnned  by  a  manufcript  note  corre£^  a  miftake  of  my  own,  concerning 

in  one  of  Mr.  Oldys's  books^   that  Skelr  that  piece ;  which  I  have  inadvertently  calf* 

ton    alfo    wrote   a    poem    called  Titus  edy  *^  a  tranflation  from  a  Latin  romance 

AJiD  Gbsippus.      This  I  believe  to  be  "  concerning  the  fiege  of  Jenifalem.'*  ibid, 

a    miftake :    for  I  fuppofe  he  attributes  Titus  and  Gciippus  were  famous  for  their 

to    Skeltoa»  William   Walter's   poem  on  friendfhip ;  and  their  hiflory  forms  an  in- 

tbi*  fttbjed^  mentioned  above,   p.   238.  .  terefting  novel  in  Boccacio,  the  fubflance^ 
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Tamia,  or  Wit's  Treasury,  publilhed  in  1598.  "  Sktiton 
^*  applied  his  wit  to  fkurilities  and  ridiculous  matters :  fuch 
^*  among  the  Greekes  vJtvtzdXX^A  pantomimic  with  us  buffoons  '.'* 

Skelton's  charadieriftic  vein  of  humour  is  capricious  and 
grotefque.  If  his  whimfical  extravagancies  ever  move  our 
laughter,  at  the  fame  time  they  (hock  our  fenfibility.  His 
fefliv^  levities  are  not  only  vulgar  and  indelicate,  but  fre- 
quently want  truth  and  propriety.  His  fubjefts  are  often  as 
ridiculous  as  his  metre :  but  he  fometimes  debafes  his  matter 
by  his  verfification.  On  the  whole,  his  genius  feems  better 
fuited  to  low  burleique,  than  to  liberal  and  manly  fatire.  It 
is  fuppofed  by  Caxton,  that  he  improved  our  language  j  but 
lie  fometimes  affe£ls  obfcurity,  and  fometimes  adopts  the 
mod  familiar  phrafeology  of  the  common  people. 

He  thus  defcribes,  in  the  Boke  of  Colin  Cloute,  the 
pompous  houfes  of  the  clergy. 


of  which  is  this.  Geiipput,  falling  intci 
poverty,  thought  himfelf  defpifed  by  Titos ; 
and  thence  growing  weary  of  life,  gave  out 
tiiat  he  was  guilty  of  a  mnrther  juft  com- 
mitted. But  Titus  knowing  the  true  ftate 
of  the  cafe,  and  defiring  to  fave  the  life  of 
hit  friend  by  loiing  his  own,  charged  him* 
felf  with  the  murther :  at  which  the  real 
murtherer,  who  flood  among  the  croud  at 
the  trial,  was  fo  ftruck,  that  he  confeifed 
the  iz6t.  All  three  are  faved ;  and  Titus, 
to  repair  the  broken  fortunes  of  Geiippus, 
gives  him  his  iiiler  in  marriage,  with  an 
ample  dower.  Bocc.  Dec  am.  Nov.  viii. 
Gioa  N.  X.  This  is  a  frequent  example  of 
confumnute  friendfhip  in  our  old  poets. 
In  the  Faerib  Quebnb,  they  are  placed 
in  the  temple  ofVenus  among  the  oele* 
brated  Platonic  friends  of  antiquity,  B.  iv« 
c.  X.  ft.  27. 

Myld  Titus  and  Gefippus  without  pryde. 

See  alio  Sonobs  and  Sonnetts  written 
by  E.  G.  At  the  end  of  lord  Surrey's 
Works,  fol.  114. 


O  frendfhip  flour  of  flours,  O  lively  fprite 

of  life, 
O  facred  bond  of  blisfiil  peace,  the  fial<* 

worth  ftaunch  of  life ! 
Scipio  with  Lelius  didft  thou  conjoin  in 

care:— 
Gbsippus  eke  widi  Titb,  Damon  with 

Pythias; 
And  with  Menetfans  fimne  Achill  by  theo 

combyned  was: 
Euryalus  and  Nifus,  &c  kt. 

There  is  a  manufcript  of  fome  of  Skel- 
ton's poems  in  the  Cotton  library :  but  the 
volume  is  fo  much  damaged  by  lire,  that 
they  are  almoft  illegible.  [Brit.  Muf.] 
VXTBLL.  E.  X.  28. 

<  "  Being  the  iecond  part  of  WiT*t 
"  CoMMONWBLTH.  Bv  Fraucis  Meres, 
**  maifter  of  artes  of  tMth  univerfides. 
"  London,  printed  by  P.  Short,  iec.  1^98.'* 
i2mo.  fbl.  279.  b.  The  fiift  part  is, 
**  PoLiTEUPHNiA,      Wit's      Commoq# 


**  wealth, 
i2mo. 


for   Nicholas   I4ng,    1598, 
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Building  royally 
Their  mancyons,  curioufly 
With  turrettcs,  and  with  tourcs. 
With  halles,  and  with  boureSj 
Streching  to  the  ftarres ; 
With  glaffe  windowcs  and  barrcs : 
Hangyng  about  the  walks 
Clothes  of  golde  and  palles  1 
Arras  of  ryche  arraye, 
\     Freftie  as  floures  in  Maye : 
With  dame  Dyana  naked  5 
Howe  lyftye  Venus  quaked. 
And  ho  we  Cupide  fhaked 
His  darte,  and  bente  his  bowe> 
For  to  fhote  a  crowe 
At  her  tyriy  tyrlowe :: 
And  how  Paris  of  Troye. 
Daunced  a  kge  de'm&y^ 
Made  luftye  fportc  and  toye 
With  dame  Helyn  the  queene  r 
With  fuche  ftoryes  by  deen ', 
Their  chambres  wel  be  feene. 
With  triumphes  of  Cefar,  &c.-^ 
Now  '  an  the  world  (tares 
How  they  ryde  in  goodly  chai'es, 
Conveyed  by  olyphantes 
With  lauriat  garlantes  j 
And  by  unycomes 
With  their  femely  homes  j. 
Upon  thefe  beaftes  riding. 
Naked  boyes  ftriding,. 
With,  wanton  wenches  winkyng,-*— 

*  By  the  dozen.  •  This  ii  ffiU  t  defcriptlon  of  tapeftijr. 

For 
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For  prelates  of  eftate 
Their  courage  to  abate  j 
From  wordly  wantonnear. 
Their  chambers  thus  to  dre» 
With  fuch  parfytnefs. 
And  all  fuch  holynes, 
How  belt  they  iett  down  fall 
Their  churches  cathedral!  \ 

Thefe  lines  are  in  the  bcft  manner  of  his  petty  meafure : 
which  is  made  ftill  more  difgufting  by  the  repetition  of  the 
rhymes.  We  (hould  obfervc,  that  the  fetire  is  here  pointed 
at  the  fubjeft  of  theifc  tapeftrics.  The  graver  ecclefiaftics, 
who  did  not  follow  the  lerities  of  the  world,  were  contented 
with  religious  fubjefts,  or  fuch  as  were  merely  hiftorical. 
Roffe  of  Warwick,  who  wrote  about  the  year  1460,  relates, 
that  he  faw  in  the  abbat's  hall  at  faint  Alban's  abbey  a  fuite 
of  arras,  containing  a  long  train  of  incidents  belonging  to 
a  moft  romantic  and  pathetic  ftofy  in  the  Kfe  of  the  Saxon 
king  Offa^  which  that  hiftorian  recites  at  large  \ 

*  Thi  Boke  of  Colin  CIoMte,  ».  20  j.  ftq.  concerning  Ac  fclrit  for  for-hunting  which 

"  J.  RoflT.WARwic.HisT.KB^.AivoL.  andendy  prevailed  unong  our    bifliops. 

edit.  Heame,  p.  6^.     Hugh  de  Foliot>  a  Reginald  Bryan,  bUhop  of  Worcefter,  in 

canon  regular  of  Picardy,  fo  early  tf#  the  1352*  dios  writts  tD  the  biihop  of  faint 

vear    ti40»     cenfuret]    the    magnificent  David's.    *' Revereiide  in  Chrifto jpater  et 

houfes  of  the  bifhops,  with  the  fumptuovs  '*  domine,  premifFa  recommendatione  de* 

paindngs,  or  capefhy»  of  their  chambers  ^*  bita  tanto'patri.     IIIos  oj>dmos  canes 

chiefly  on  the  Trojan  flory.     **  Epifcopi  **  venaticos,  diiodeciih  ad  minos,  qaibus 

<*  domos  non  impares  ecclefiis  magmcudine  *'  non  'vidimus  miliores,  qaos  nuper,  fcitii» 

•'  conftruunt.     Pidlos  dcledantur  habere  "  veflra  revbrbnoa  Fatbrnitas    re- 

**  thalamos:  veftiuntur  ibi  imagines  pre-  **  promifit,    quotidie    expedtamus.    Lan* 

**  dofis  colorum  indumentis.  —  Trojano*  **  guet  namque  cor  nofirum^  donee  realiter 

**  rum  geftis  paries,  purpura  atqne  aoro  «'  ad  manns  noftras  itenent  repromifium.** 

*'  veftitur.  —  Graecorum  exercitui    dantur  He  then  owns  his  iogerntfs  of  ixpeSation 

^*  arma.  He6U>ri  clypeus^  datur  auro  fplen-  on  this  occ^^fion  Cd  be  finful ;  but  ob(erves» 

«<  dens,  &c."    Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS«  Jamb».  diat  it  is  the  fatal  cotfifequence  of  that  de- 

ii.  p.  203.     But  I  believe  die  trad  is  pub-  plorable  frailty  which  we  all  inherit  from 

fifhed  in  the  Works  of  a  cotcmporary  wri-  our  mother  Eve.     He  adds,  that  the  foxes^ 

ter,  Hu^o  de  Sando-Vidlore.     Among  the  in  his  manor  of  Alnechurch,  and  e}fewbere» 

manofcnpt  Epi«tle8  of  Gilbert  de  Stone,  had  killed  mofl  of  his  rabbits,  many  of  hit 

a  canon  of  Wells,  and  who  flouriflied  about  capons,    and    had    deilroyed    fix    df  his 

the  year  13609  there  is  a  carious  paiTage  fwans  in   one  night.      **  Veniant  ergo, 

"  Patbr 
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In  the  poem,  Why  come  ye  not  to  the  Court,  he 
thus  fatirifes  cardinal  Wolfcy,  not  without  fome  tin6lure 
-of  humour. 

He  is  fet  fo  hyc 

In  his  icrarchye% 

Of  frantike  frenefy, 

And  folifh  fantafy. 

That  in  chambre  of  ftars  * 

Al  maters  ther  he  mars, 

Clapping  his  rod  on  the  horde. 

No  man  dare  fpeake  a  worde  j 

For  he  hath  al  the  faying 

Without  any  renaying, 

He  rolleth  in  his  Recordes  : 

He  faith,  "  how  fay  ye  my  lordes  ? 


*<  PaTER  RcVERENDEy  ill2e /ex  CanicM^ 
'<  Urum  copuLt,  ec  non  tardent.  Sec,**  He 
then  defcribes  the  very  exquifite  pleafare  he 
(hall  receive*  in  hearing  his  woods  eeho 
with  the  cry  of  the  hounds,  and  the  mufic 
of  the  horns ;  and  in  feeing  the  trophies  of 
the  chace  affixed  to  the  walls  of  hu  palace. 
MSS.  Bibl.'Bodl.  Super. D.  i.  Art.  i2|. 
— MSS.  Cotton.  ViTELL.  E.  x.  17.  [See 
MSS.  James,  xix. |w  139.] 

From  a  want  of  the  notions  of  common 
propriety  and  decorum,  it  is  gmsains  to 
fee  die  ftrange  alfliirdities  committed  by 
the  dleigy  of  the  middle  ages,  in  adopting 
£he  laical  charafier.  Du  Cange  fays,  that 
the  deans  of  many  cathedrals  in  France  en- 
tered on  the  dignities  habited  in  a  furplice, 
girt  with  a  fword,  in  boots  and  gilt  fpurs, 
and  a  hawk  on  die  fift.  Latin.  Gloss. 
V.  Dec  ANUS,  torn.  i.  p.  I3J6.  See  alfo 
ibid.  p.  79'  And  tom.  ii.  p.  179.  feq* 
Carpentier  adds,  that  the  tseafurers  of  fome 
churches,  particularly  that  of  Nivemois, 
claimed  the  privilere  of  aflUHng  at  mafs, 
on  whatever  feftival  they  pleafed,  without 
Qie  canonical  veflments,  and  carrying  a 
liawk.  Ana  the  lord  of  Saflay  held  lome 
«f  his  lands,  by  pladng  a  ha^  on  the 

Vol.  n.. 


high  altar  of  the  charch  of  Evreux,  white 
his  pariih  fried  celebrated  the  fervice, 
booted  and  ipurred,  to  the  beat  of  drum, 
iaftead  of  the  organ.  Svf  pl.  tom.  i.  p. 
32.  Although  their  ideas  of  the  dignity 
of  the  church  were  fo  high,  yet  we  find 
them  fometimes  conferring  the  rank  and 
title  of  fecular  nobility  even  on  the  Saints. 
Saint  James  was  actually  created  a  Baron 
at  Pans.  Thus  Froiifart,  tom.  iii.  c.  30. 
**  Or  eurentils  afie^ion  et  devotion  dialler 
*^  en  pelerinage  an  Baron  Saint  Jaques.'' 
And  m  Fabl.  (tom.  ii.  p.  182.)  dted  by 
Carpentier,  ubi  fupr.  ^«  469. 

Dame,  dill  il,  tt  je  me  veu, 

A  dieu,  dt  an  Baron  Saint  Leu, 

Et  s'  irai  au  Baron  Saint  Jaques. 

Among  the  many  contradidions  of  this 
land,  which  entered  into  the  fyftem  of 
ihefe  ages,  the  inftitution  of  the  Knights 
tem)>lars  is  not  the  leaft  eiftraordinary.  It 
was  an  eftablilhment  of  armed  monks;  who 
made  a  vow  of  living  at  the  fame  time  bot& 
as  anchorets  and  (blmers. 

^  Hierarchy. 

'  The  ftar*cham'ber.    So  below,  p.  1 5 1  • 

In  tht  Jift'ckoMier  he  nods  and  becks. 


Is 


Y  y 
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•  «  Is  notmy  Tcaftmgood? 
•<  Goodl— «vefigood — Robin-hoodl- 
Borne  up  on  every  fydc 
With  pompe  and  with  prydc. 
With  trump  up  aUduya^, 
For  dame  PhHargyria* 
Hath  fo  his  hart  in  hold,  &c. — 
Adew  Phflofophial 
Adcw  T<hectcgia ! 
Wekonie  dame  Smtonia  % 
With  dame  Caftimergia  *, 
To  dr3rnke  and  for  to  cate 
Swete  ipocra8>  and  fwete  meate ' : 


y^  The  pomp  in  which  be  celebrates 
£nne  fervice. 

*  Love  of  mbnejr^ 

*  Simony. 

^  The  true  reading  b  CASTftiif  aigka, 
•r  G«Ar  concuftfcintia^  Gluttony.  From 
tke  GreekyYAT^/MifyftAy  InglMries^iellnado. 
Not  an  nncommon  word  in  tbe  raonidfli 
bdni^.  Do  Cange  cites  an  old  Litany  of 
the  tenth  centnrv^  ^  A  Spirita  Castri- 

Gloss,  i.  p.  398.  Carpentier  adds,  a^ 
mengdther  examples^  from  the  ftatutes  of 
Ae  CSfUrdan  oroer,  1375,  *'  Item,  com 
*^  propter  dettfftabMe  CASTauiARcijc 
''  vitiom  in  labyrinthom  vitiorom  defcen-- 
*^  datur,  &c.^    '8x;paL.  tom.  L  p.  86z. 

«  I  have  before  fpoken  of  Hypo- 
cras»  or  ^icedwme.  I  add  here,  that 
the  fpice,  f#r  this  miirtafe,  was  ferved, 
often  feparatelyt  in  what  th^  called  a^ 
fpice-plaie.  60  Ffoiflart»  defcriliinff  a  din« 
ner  in  the  caftle  of  Thonloofe,  at  which  die 
•lung  of  France  was  prefcat.  **  .After 
**  Sfotir  they  toke  otner  paflymes  in  a 
^  great  chambre,  and  hereyi^e  of  inftm^ 
"  ments,  wherein  .the  trle*of  Fdiz  gmatly 
^  delyted.  ThanWiKE  aodSBYCis  was 
^  broaght.  The  erle  of  Hareourt.ferved 
^  the  l^rng  of  his  Spitci^PLAO^g.    And. 


•*  fir  Gerard  de  la  Pyen  fared  ^  Adfar 
«<  of  Borbone.  And  fir  Monannt  of  No* 
<«.ailles  ferved  the  erk  of  Fois»  te.** 
This  was  about  the  year  1360.  Caaiov. 
tom.  u.  cap.  1^4-  f.  184.  a.  Again,  ibaL 
cap.  100.  f.  114.  a.   '*  Tbe  kynge  alyf^ 


«<  ed  at  his  pdis  [of  WeaminAer]  > 
'*-  was  r^e  apparelled  for  him.  Tli«e 
^'  the  kynge  oaAMKa  andrOiKE  sPTcasp. 
**  ukI  his  nndes  alfo :  and  otiier  1 
^  lordes,.  and  knyghtes.''  Lonl  1 
Transl.    In  the  Compotos  oF  ] 

priory  [MS.  fnpr.  citat.]4m.  1447»  t 

this  entry,  ''Item  pro  vino  cretko  ci 
**  fpedebos  et  coo&Qis  datis  fiieriu  \ 
^  oerofis  in  die  fimai  DiMyfii 
^  tt  foli  domini  MonfiMrdes  crat  *»» 
^  faceret  jocofitates/oasivcaivcra  erioG*"' 
Here,  I  believe,  vimwm  crtikmm  vt  rnfin* 
wine,,  or  wine  made  of  dried  grapes  ;  uA^ 
the  meaning  of  the  whde  feems  to  be  Aifc 
**  Paid  for  raifin  wine  with  cpmfita  ■id' 
^  fpices,  when  fir8..Montford*s  pool  war 
*'  here,  and  exhibited  his  merriments  i» 
•*  the  oriel-chamber.^  Wjjik  regard  tO' 
one  part  of  the  entry,  we  have  i^gnar 
*^  Item,  extra  cameram  vocatam  \t  gtJHi 
"  chamter,  erat  ana  Untheanuim  finata  in* 
**  die  ian^  Georgii  Martini  mnmdo  b 
**  file  de  MoNP0Ri>a»  erat  hic.*^ 


To 
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To  kepe  bis  flefhe  diafte^ 
In  Lente,  for  his  rcpafte 
He  eateth  capons  ftewed, 
Fefaunt  and  partriche  mefwcd : — 
Sparcth  neythcr  mayd  nc  wife, 
Thisisapofter5Kfe^^ 


3« 


The  poem  called  the  Bouge  of  Court,  or  the  Rewards  of 
a  Court y  is  in  the  manner  of  a  pageaunt,  confifting  of  feven 
perfonifications.  Here  our  author,  in  adopting  the  more 
grave  and  ftately  tnovement  of  the  feven  lined  ftanza%  has 
IJiewn  himfelf  not  always  Incapable  of  exhibiting  allegorical 
imagery  with  fpirit  and  dignity.  But  his  comic  vein  pre- 
dominates. 


'  An  apoftle's.  p.  14.7.  He.  aftonvsirdi 
infinuates,  that  the  Cardioal  had  loft  an 
eve  by  the  French  difeafe :  and  that  Bai- 
ilafart  who  had  cured  of  the  fame  diforder 
Domingo  Lomelyn^  one  who  had  won  much 
money  of  the  king  at  cards  and  Ba/ardtng, 
was  employed  to  recover  the  cardinal's  eye. 
p.  175.  In  the  Boh  of  Colin  Clouts  he 
mentions  the  cardinal's  mole»  *'  Wyth 
*'  golde  all  be  trapped."  p.  188.  [See 
ftpr.  p.  329.] 

«  But  in  this  ftanza  he  foiiedmet  relapTes 
into  the  abfurdities  of  his  lavorite  ftyle  of 
compofition.  For  inftance,  in  Speakb 
pAaaoT^  p.  97. 

Albertus  de  modo  fignificandi. 
And  ]>onatus,  be  dryven  out  of  fchole  ; 
Prifians  hed  broken  now  handhr  dandy^ 
And  Interdiiafimhs  is  returned  for  a  Me : 
Alexander  a  gander  of  MenanderS  pole, 
Widi  da  Canfaki  is  call  out  of  the  gate. 
And  da  Radomaks  dare  not  ihew  his  pate. 

Here,  by  da  C^n/ales,  he  perhaps  means 
CmuUia^  or  the  canon  law.  By  da  Rada- 
nales  he  fecms  to  intend  f.ogi^.  Albertas 
is  the  author  of  the  MaaoaiLiTA  Poiti- 
€A,  a  colledlion  of  Flores  from  the  cbBcs 
and  other  writers,  printed  at  Narenberg, 
147a.  fbl.  For  Donatus,  fee  vol.  t.  p.  281. 


To  VfMfji  add,,  that  Ingulphas  fays,  xn 
Croyland  abbey  library,  there  were  many 
C^Mones  and  Domati*  in  the  year  1091. 
Hist.  Croyl.  Ingulph.  Script.  Vet.  i.  p. 
104.  And  that  no  perfbn  was  admitted  into 
the  college  of  Boifly  at  Paris,  feended  in 
13581,  "  nifi  DoNAT^M  aut  Catonem  di« 
*•  dicerit.**  Hal.  Hist.  Univ.  Paris, 
toiii.sv.  p«  355*  iMTeaoiDAscALos  is 
the  name  of  an  old  grammar.  Alexander 
was  a  ichoolouU^  at  Paris  about  the  year 
1290,  author  of  the  Doctrinalb  Pue-> 
aoRUM,  which  for  fome  centuries  con- 
tintied  to  be  the  moft  £ivorite  manual  of 
grammar  ofed  in  fchools,  and  ^as  fLvit 
printed  at  Venice  in  the  year  1473.  It  is 
compiled  from  Prifcian  and  in  Leonine 
verfe.  See  Henn  Gandav.  Scriptor^ 
EccLBS.  cap.  lix.  This  admired  fyftem 
has  been  loaded  with  eloflfes  and  lucubra- 
tions :  but,  on  the  autnority  of  an  eccleA- 
ailiqal  fynod,    it  was  foperfeded  by  tlie 

CoillfBNTARlI    GraMMATICI    of   DcA 

pauterius.  In  15 12.  It  was  priaied  in 
England  as  early  as  the  year  1505,  by  W. 
de  Wofde.  [See  fupr.  p.  168.}  Barklajc^ 
in  the  Sit  IF  of  Pool  e»,  mentions  Alex- 
ander's book,  which  he  calls  <*  The  oide 
*'  DocTRiNALL  With  his  diftbfe  and  un« 
<♦  perfite  brcviiie.'*  fol.  53.  b. 


Yy 


RVOTT 
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RyoTT  is  thus  forcibly  and  homouroufly  pi6tured. 

With  that  came  Ryotte  rufhiiig  al  at  ones, 
A  ruftie  gajande  \  to  ragged  and  to  rente  * ; 
And  on  the  borde  he  whirled  a  paire  of  bones  *, 
^ater  treye  dews  he  clattered  as  he  went : 
Nowe  have  at  all  by  faint  Thomas  of  Rente ', 
And  ever  he  threwe,  and  kyft  ^  I  wote  nere  what : 
His  here  was  growen  thorowe  out  of  his  hat. 

Than  I  behylde  how  he  dyfgyfed  was  ; 
His  hedd  was  heavy  for  watchinge  over  night,. 
His  eyen  blered,  bis  face  ihone  like  a  glas ; 
His  gowne  fo  fhorte,  that  il  nc  cover  myght 
His  rompe,  he  went  fo  all  for  fomer  light  5 
His  hofe  was^  gardyd  with  a  lyfte  of  grene'. 
Yet  at  the  knee  they  broken  were  i  ween* 

His  cote  was  checkerd  with  patches  rede  and  blewe. 
Of  Kyrkbye  Kendall "  was  his  Ihort  demye " ; 
And  aye  he  fange  infaytb  deem  thou  crewe :, 
His  elbowe  bare,  he  ware  his  gese  fb  nye  *" : 
His  nofe  droppinge,  his  lippes  were  full  drye : 
And  by  his  fyde  his  whyn^de,  and  his  pouche, 
The  devyll  myght  dance  therin  for  any  crouche  ""a, 

'  GaWtv  money  A>  called,  firom  being  marked  witfc 

i  All  over  tatters  and  lagi. .  the  ctoit^    Henoe  the  old  f^aie,  f  crc/s  tbi 

^  Dice.  batul^   for,   to  gi^e  money.    In  Chaucer's 

'  Saint  Thomas  Becket.  Marchaunt'sTalb,  when  January  and 

^  Cad.    He  threw  I  know  npt  what   ^  May  are  married,    it  is  faid  the  prieft 

'TheupwasanaiFefbictionof  fmartnefsin  **  Crouchid  them,    and  bad  god  fhoold 

the  trimming  of  his  hofe.  Yet,  &c.  *'  them  blefs."  v.  1223^  Um    That  if» 

"  See  Kend all-Grebn,  in  the  Glof-  ^'  He  croffid  the  new-HMuricd  coiwle,  &c/' 

iary  to  Shakefpeare.  edit.  177  u.  In  the  poem  before  as,  Ryottb  uiys,  *<  I 

"Doublet.    Jacket.  "  have  no  co^e  nor  m^^."  P»  7«.    Cat- 

*  His  coat-fleeve  was  fo  fhort.  pentier  mentions  a  coin,  caued  in  Latia 

^Pag.  70.    The  devil  mi^ht  dance  Ui  Crosatvs,  and  in  old  French  Crosat, 

his  purfe  withobt  meeting  with  a  iingle  *from  being  marked  with  the  Crois.  Hence 

Jix||cnce^  .  Cuouciis  is  Crofs^  a  piece  of  Cr.oisa€B»  Fr.  for  trib.vtb.  V.  Cro^ 

•A.T.US« 


ENGLISH     POETRY.  349 

There  is  alfo  merit  in  the  delineation  of  Dissimulation, 
in  the  fame  poem ' :  and  it  is  not  unlike  Ariofto's  manner  in 
imagining  thefe  allegorical  pcrfonages. 

Than  in  his  hode  I  fa  we  there  faces  tweyne; 
That  one  was  lene  and  lyke  a  pyned  ghoft. 
That  other  loked  as  he  wolde  me  have  flayne  ; 
And  to  me  ward  as  he  gan  for  to  cooft, 
Whan  that  he  was  even  at  me  almooft,^ 
I  fawe  a  knyfe  hid  in  his  one  fleve. 
Whereon  was  wryten  this  worde  mischeve- 

And  in  his  other  fleve  methonght  I  iawe 

A  fpone  of  golde,,  full  of  hony  fwete. 

To  feed  a  fole,  and  for  to  prey  a  dawe ',  &c. 

The  J&me  may  be  obferved^  of  the  figure  of  Disdayne* 

He  looked  hawtie,  he  fette  eche  man  at  nougjit ; 
His  gawdy  garment  with  fcornes  was  al  wrought, 
With.indignacyon  lyned  was  his  hode; 
He  frowned  as  he  wolde  fwere  by  cockes  blode  \ 

He  bote '  fhe  lyppe,  he  loked  paffynge  coye  j 
His  face  was  belymmed^  as  bees  had  hym  flounge : 
It  was  no  tyme  with  hym  to  jape  nor  toye, 
Envye  hath  wafted  his  lyver  and  his  lounge  5 
Hatred,  by  the  herte  fo  had  hym  wrounge, 

tATUs.SuppL.  DuCange^LAT."  Gloss.  Yet  a  jingle  is  intended.    So  in  As  yoxr 

lom.  i.   p.   1208.    In  Shakefpcarc's  Ti-  luie  jt,  Ji.  i\.   **"Yet  I  (hould  bear  no 

MON  OP  Athens,  Flavins  fays,  **  cross  if  I  did  bear  you  ;  for  I  think 

More  jewel,  yet!  The^e  is  no  crossinc  "  ^^  *"'''^""  ^'^  iir  your  purfe."    A 

EMeiftonldtellhim— weir—ifaith  I  fliould,      ^'^^S*V^- 

^•L""  o,!?*"*  •••'*  •* "°»'''  *«"  ^  '  To  catch  a  filly  bird. 

nccoma.  '  The  Heft's  oath  in  Lydgatc.    Scefupr. 

A£k  i.  Sc,  iv.    That  ii,  ^not  ibwarting  p.  73. 
him  in  his  homoor,  but  giTiog  lum  noney..         >  fiitt. 

That 
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That  be  loked  pale  aa  a&bes  to  iwj  fyghte: 
D1SDAYNE9  I  wene^  this  comberoua  crab  is  hyghte.-^ 

Forthwith  he  made  on  me  a  proude  affawtc. 

With  fcornfuH  k>ke  moryd  all  in  mode  * ;. 

He  wente  about  to  take  me  in  a  fawte, 

He  fround,  he  ftared,  he  ftamped  where  he  ftoode : 

I  loked  on  hym^  I  wende  "^  he  had  be  woode " : 

He  fet  the  arme  proudly  under  the  fyde. 

And  in  this  wyfe  he  gan  with  me  chyde  '• 

In  the  Crowne  op  Lawrell  our  author  attempts  the 
higher  poetry:  but  he  cannot  long  fupport  the  tone  of 
folemn  defcription.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  moft  ornamented 
and  poetical  ftanzas.  He  is  defcribing  a  garden  belonging 
to  the  fupeib  palace  of  Fame. 

In  an  herber"  I  fawe  brought  where  I  was ; 
The  byrdes  on  the  brere  fange  on  every  fydc, 
With  aleys  enfandyd  about  in  compas. 
The  bahkes  enturfcd  with  lingular  folas  *, 
Enrailed  with  rofers  *,  and  vines  engraped  5 
It  was  a  new  comfort  of  forowes  efcaped. 

In  the  middes  a  cundite,  that  curioufly  was  caft 
With  pypes  of  golde,  enguihing  out  ftreames 
Of  criftall,  the  clcrenes  thefe  waters  far  paft, 
Enfwimminge  with  rochcs,  barbilles,  and  breames, 
Whofe  Ikales  eniilvred  again  the  fon  beames 
Englifterd 


«  In  anger.  *  It  wu  forroaaded  widiiiuid«wAlki. 

w  Weened.    Thought.  ^  Rofe-tmi.    Sec  Chaucer's  Rom.  ft. 

s  Mad.  V.  1 65 1 .  feq.    And  oar  author,  infr.  p.  40. 


^  P-  ^9-  The  ruddy  rffiny^ 

»  See  fupr.  p.  23 1.  ^rhc pmty  rafemary,  ice. 


Where 
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Where  I  fawc  growyng  a  goodly  laurell  tre, 
Enveixiured  with  leave,  continually  grenes 
Above  in  the  top  a  byrde  of  Araby, 
Men  call  a  Phenix:  her  wynges  bytwene 
She  bet  up  a  fyre  with  the  fparkes  full  kene. 
With  braurwhes  and  bowes  of  the  fwete  oly  ve^ 
Whotfe  fragraunt  flower  was  chefe  prcfcrvative 

Ageynft  all  infeftiofis  with  rancour  enflamed : 

It  palled  all  baume?  that  ever  were  named. 
Or  gummes  of  Saby,  fo  derely  that  be  folde : 
There  blewe  in  that  garden  a  foft  piplyngc  colde, 
Enbrething  of  Zephirus,  with  his  pleafaunt  vrynde^ 
Al  frutes  and  flowers  grew  there  in  their  kynde. 

Dryades  there  daunfed  upon  that  goodly  foile. 
With  the  nyne  Mufes,  Pierides  by  name ; 
Phillis  and  Teftelis,  there  trefTes  with  oyle 
Were  newly  enbibed :  And,  round  about  the  iame 
Grene  tre  of  laurell,  moche  folacious  game 
They  made>  with  chaplettes  and  garlandes  grene  > 
And  formoft  of  al  dame  Flora  the  quene^ 

Of  ibmer  fa  formally  (he  foted  the  daunce : 

There  Cinthius  fat,  twinklyng  upon  his  barpeftringes : 

And  Jopas  his  inftrutnent  dyd  avaunce, 

The  poemes  and  (lories  auncyent  in  bringes. 

Of  Atlas  aflrology,  &c*.—    — 

Our  author  fuppofes,  that  in  the  wall  furrounding  the 
palace  of  Famd  were  a  thoufaod'  gates>  new  and  old,  for 
the  entrance  and  egrefs  of  all  nations.    One  of  the  gates  ia 

caUed 


35^ 


THE      HISTORY      OF 


called  Anglia,  on  which  flood  a  leopard  *.  There  is  fome 
boldnefs  and  animation  in  the  figure  and  attitude  of  this 
ferocious  animal. 

The  buyldyng  thereof  was  pafTing  commendable ; 
Whtron  ilode  a  lybbard  crowned  with  gold  and  flones^ 
Terrible  of  countinaunce  and  pafTmg  formidable. 
As  quickly  *  touched  as  it  were  flefhe  and  bones, 
.  As  gaflly  that  glaris ',  as  grimly  that  grones. 
As  fierfly  frownyng  as  he  'had  ben  fyghtynge. 
And  with  firme  fote  he  (hoke  forthe  his  writynge. 

Skelton,  in  the  courfe  of  his  allegory,  foppofes  that  the 
jyoets  laureate^  or  learned  men,  of  all  nations,  were  afTembled 
before  Pallas,  This  groupe  fhews  the  authors,  both  antient 
-and  modern,  then  in  vogue.  Some  of  them  arer  quaintly 
charafterifed.  They  are,  firfl,  —  Olde  Quintilian,  not  with 
his  Inflitutes  of  eloquence,  but  with  his  Declamations :  The- 
^ocritus,  with  his  bucolicall  rdacions :  Hefiod,  the  Icononacar^ : 
Homer,  -the  frejhe  bijioriar :  Tte  prince  of  eloquence^  Gicero : 
5allufl,  who  wrote  both  the  hijiory  of  Catiline  and  Jugurth : 
Ovid,  enfhryned  "with  the  Mufys  vym:  Lucan^:  Statius,  writer 


-  p.  2«, 

•  WHh^  much  lift. 
'Glares. 

'<  I  aumot  decvpher  this  appelhUion. 

^  Of  the  popalarity  of  Locan  in  the  dark 
ages,  I  have  given  proofs  in  the  Sbcond 
Dissertation,  vol.  i.  To  which  I  will 
here  add  others.  The  following  paflage 
occurs  in  Lydgate's  PaoLoovstotheLYPP 
AND  Passioun  of  the  hliffid  Martyr  ftyut 
jUbtOH  [Alban]  an  J  fiynt  Amfbiballmsi 
written  in  1439.  MSS.  Coll.  Tnn.  Oxon. 
}^um.  xxxfiii.  &(.  i .  a.  [Never  printed.] 

I  not  aeqneynt^'d  with  Mdes  of  Mars, 
Nor  with  metris  of  Lu  c  a  n  nor  Virgile ; 
Nor  with  fugred  diteys  of  Cichero, 
'  ^Hat  of  Omere  to  fblowc  the  freish  fiylc. 


And  again,  fpeaking  of  Julias  Ccfar^  Lyd- 

fate  refers  to  Lncairs  Phaesali a,  which 
c  calls  the  "  Records  of  Lucan:'  ibid.  fol. 
2.  b.  Peter  de  Blois,  in  writing  to  a  jpro- 
feflfor  at  Paris,  about  the  year  1170,  lays, 
'<  Prifcianus,  et  Tullius,  Lucamus^  et  Per- 
"  fius,  ifti  funt  dii  veftri.*'  EnrroL..  iv. 
fol.  3.  edit.  1517.  fbl-  Eberhardus  Bethu- 
nienfis,  caHed  Grjecista,  a  philologil^ 
who  wrote  about  the  year  1 1 30.  in  a  poem 
on  V£RsrFiCATioK»  fays  of  Philip  Uual- 
tier,  author  of  a  popular  epic  poem  called  A- 
LEXANDRBis,  that  he  Jhhtes  nvith  tbe  lighi 
•J  LucAN.  "  Lucet  Alexander  LuMl^i 
**  luce."  And  of  Lucan  he  dbfervcs, 
**  Metro /jvr/V/0r/ canit."  [Scefupr.  p.  167. 
168.]  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  why  Lucan 
Aottld  have  been  a  favorite  in  the  dark  ages. 

of 
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of  AcbiUeidos:  Perfius,  with  problems  dtffufe:  Virgil,  Juve- 
nal, Livy:  Ennius,  who  wrote  of  marciall  warre:  Aulus 
Gellius,  that  noble  hijioriar :  Horace,  with  his  New  Poetry  *  : 
Maijier  Terence,  the  famous  comicar^  with  Plautus :  Seneca, 
the  tragedian:  Boethius:  Maximian,  with  his  madde  dities 
how  dotyng  age  wolde  jape  with  young  foly " :  Boccacio,  with  his 
volumes  grete :  Quintus  Curtius :  Macrobius,  who  treated  of 
Scipions  dreame:  Poggius  Florentinus,  with  many  a  mad 
tale  ^ :  a  friar  of  France  Jyr  Gaguine,  who  frowned  on  me 
full  angrily  " :  Plutarch  and  Petr;arch,  Vno  famous  clarkes :  Lu- 
cilius,  Valerius  Maximus,  Propertius,  Pifander  %  and  Via- 
centius  Bellovacenfis,  who  wrote  the  Speculum  Historiale. 
The  catalogue  Is  clofed  by  Gower,  .Chaucer,  and  Lydgate, 
who  firft  adorned  the  Englifh  language*:  in  allufion  to 
which  part  of  their  characters,  their  apparel  is  faid  to  fhinc 


*  That  18,  Horace's  Art  op  Poetry. 
Vinefauf wrote  deNova  Poetria.  Ho- 
race's Art  is  frequently  mentioned  under 
this  title. 

^  His  fix  Elegies  De  incommodis  fentc- 
#*///.  See  fupr.  p.  1 68.  Reinefius  thinks 
that  Maximinian  was  the  bifhop  of  Syra- 
cufe,  in  the  fcvcnth  century :  a  mod  inti- 
mate friend,  and  the  fecrcury,  of  pope 
Gregory  the  Great.  Epist.  ad  Daum. 
p.  207.  Thefe  Elegies  contain  many  things 
luperior  to  die  tafle  of  that  period. 

1  Poggius  flourifhed  about  the  year  \^o^ 
By  his  mad  talest  Skelton  means  his  Fa- 
cet liE,  a  fet  of  comic  flories,  very  li- 
centious and  very  popular.  See  Poggios's 
Works  by  Thomas  Aucuparius,  fol.  Ar- 
gcntorat.  1513.  f.  157. — 184.  Thcob- 
fcenity  contained  in  thefe  compoiitions  gave 
great  offence,  and  fell  under  die  particular 
cenfure  of  the  learned  Laurentius  Valla. 
The  objeftions  of  Valla,  Poggius  attempts 
to  obviate ;  by  faying,  that  valla  was  a 
clown, 'a  cynic,  and  a  pedant,  without  any 
ideas  of  wit  or  elegance :  and  that  the 
Facet  I  iB  were  uxuverfally  efbemed  in 
Italy,  France,  Spain,  Germany,  England, 
and  all  countries  that  caltivated  f  ure  La- 

Vol  II.  Z 


tinity.    Poggius's  Invectiva.  rnve6t.  ia 
Laurent.  Vallam,  f.  82.  b.  edit,  ut  fupr. 

■»  Robert,  or  Rupert,  Gaguin,  a  Ger- 
man, minifter  jgeneral  of  the  Maturines, 
who  died  at  Pans  1 502.  His  moft  famous 
work  is  Compendium  super  Franco- 
rum  GfiSTis,  from  Pharamond  to  the 
author's  age.  He  has  written,  bmong 
many  other  pieces,  Latin  orations  and  poems, 
printed  at  Paris  in  1498.  The  hiltory  of 
Skelton's  quarrel  with  him  is  not  known. 
But  he  was  in  England,  as  ambailador  from 
the  king  of  France,  in  1 490.  He  was  a 
particnlar  friend  of  dean  Colet. 

"  Our  author  got  the  name  of  Pifander, 
a  Greek  poet,  from  Macrobius,  who  cites  a 
fewofhis  verfes. 

"  In  the  hoke  of  Philip  Sparonv^  he  fays, 
Gower* t  EngljflH  is  old,  but  that  Chaucer's 
Euglyfie  is  ow/  allowed:  he  adds,  that 
L)^gate  writes  after  an  hyer  rate^  and  that 
he  has  been  cenlured  for  his  elevation  of 
phrafe ;  but  acknowledges,  '<  No  man  can 
'*  amend  thoiie  matters  (hat  he  hath  pend." 
p!  237.  In  Raftall's  Terens,  in  Eitc- 
LisH,  printed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
eighth,  thefe  three  are  mentioned  in  the 
Prologue,  whic!i  \%  in  flanzas,  as  the  only 
Engliib  poets.    Withoiit  date.  4*0. 

z  beyond 
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beyond  the  power  of  defcription,  and  their  tabards  to  be 
ftudded  with  diamonds  and  rubies '.  That  only  thefe  three 
Englifh  poets  are  here  mentioned,  may  be  confidered  as  a 
proof,  that  only  thefe  three  were  yet  thought  to  deferve  the 
name. 

No  writer  is  more  unequal  than  Skelton.  In  the  midft  of 
a  page  of  the  moft  wretched  ribaldry,  we  fometimes  are  fur- 
prized  with  three  or  four  nervous  and  manly  lines,  like  thefe* 

Ryot  and  Revell  be  in  your  court  roules, 
Mayntenaunce  and  Mifchefe  thefe  be  men  of  myght, 
Extorcyon  is  counted  with  you  for  a  knyght  ^ 

Skelton's  modulation  in  the  o6lave  ftanza  is  rough  and 
inharmonious.  The  following  are  the  fmootheft  lines  in  the 
poem  before  us ;  which  yet  do  not  equal  the  liquid  melody 
of  Lydgate,  whom  he  here  manifeflly  attempts  to  imitate  \ 

Lyke  as  the  larke  upon  the  fomers  daye, 
When  Titan  radiant  burniftieth  his  hemes  bright^ 
Mounteth  on  hye,  with  her  melodious  laye. 
Of  the  fon  (hyne  engladed  with  the  light. 

The  following  little  ode  deferves  notice ;   at  leaft  as  a 
fpecimen  of  the  ftrufture  and  phrafeology  of  a  love-fonnet 
'about  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

To  MAISTRESS  MaRGARY  WeNTWORTH^ 

With  margerain  *  gentill, 

The  flowre  of  goodly  hedc  *, 
Enbrawdered  the  mantill 

Is  of  your  maydenhede  \ 

f  p.  19.  Iie4»  cer.  Ass.  Lad.  56. 

4  Ibid.  p.  15.  And  upon  that  apotte  of  MARCiLiiiK* 

'  P.  26.  (  GoodltHcd.    (joodaeft. 

'  Marge/aiM,  the  herb  Marjona*.  Chao-  •  Viiginity. 

Plainly 
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Plainly  I  can  not  glofe  "^ ; 

Ye  be,  as  I  devine  % 
The  praty  primerofe. 

The  goodly  columbyne. 
With  margerain  gentilU  &x, 

Benyne,  courteis^  and  meke. 

With  wordes  well  devifed  j 
In  you,  who  lyft  to  feke. 

Be  ^  vertues  well  compryfed '. 
With  margerain  gentilly 

^bejhwre  of  goodly  bede^ 
'Enbraiifdered  the  mantill 

Is  of  your  tnaydenbede. 

For  the  fame  reafon  this  ftanza  in  a  ibnnet  to  Maiftrefi 
Margaret  Hujfey  deferves  notice. 

Mirry  Margaret 

As  Midfomer  flowre, 
Gentyll  as  faucon. 

Or  hawke  of  the  towre  \ 

As  do  the  following  flowery  lyrics,  in  a  fonnet  addreflfed  to 
Maijirefs  Ifabell  Fennel. 

—    —    Your  colowre 
Is  lyke  the  daify  flowre. 
After  the  April  ftiowre. 


^  In  troth,  I  cannot  flatter  or  decdre.  ^  Ait. 

Or»  gUf$  may  be,  Amply  to  nurltt.  *  F.  39. 

«  A«  I  imagine.    So  Chaucer,  Now.  .  p.  . ,.    y^  ^^  kbg*,  ^vs  in  the 

Pr.T.  1381.  tt,^.  ^ 

I  can  noon  harme  of  no  woman  ilvimt. 

Z  z  2  Sterre 
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Sterre  of  the  morowc  grayc ! 
The  bloflbme  on  the  fpraye^ 
The  frefheft  flowre  of  Mayc ! 

Madenly  demure» 
Of  womaohcde  the  lure  I  &c  ^ 

But  Skelton  moft  commonly  appears  to  have  miftaken  his 
genius,  and  to  write  in  a  forced  chara6ter,  except  when  he 
is  indulging  his  native  vein  of  latirc  and  jocularity,  in  the 
ftiort  minftrel-metrc  abovemcntioned :  which  he  mars  by  a 
multiplied  repetition  of  rhymes,  arbitrary  abbreviations  of 
the  verfe,  cant  expreffions,  hard  and  founding  words  newly- 
coined,  and  patches  of  Latin  and  French,  This  anomalous 
and  motley  mode  of  verftfication  is,  I  believe,  fuppofed  to 
be  peculiar  to  our  author*.  I  am  not,  however,  quite  cer- 
tain that  it  originated  with  Skelton. 

About  the  year  15 12,  Martin  Coccaie  of  Mantua,  whofe 
true  name  was  Theophilo  Folengio,  a  Benedi6line  monk  of 
Cafino  in  Italy,  wrote  a  poem  entitled  Phantasi^  Maca- 
ronics, divided  into  twenty-five  parts.  This  is  a  bur- 
lefque  Latin  poem,  in  heroic  metre,  checquered  with  Italian 
and  Tufcan  words,  and  thofc  of  the  plebeian  charafter,  yet 
not  deftitute  of  profodical  harmony.  It  is  totally  fatirical,. 
anii  has  (bme  degree  of  drollery  j  but  the  ridicule  is  too  fre- 
quently founded  on  obfcene  or  vulgar,  ideas.  Prefixed  is  a 
iimilar  burlefque  poem  called  Zanitonella,  or  the  Amours 
of  Tonellus  and  Zanina*:  and  a  piece  is  fubjoined,  with 
the  title  of  Moschea,  or  the  War  with  the  Flies  and  the 
Ants.     The  author  died <  in  1544*,  but  thefe  poems,  with 


'Perhaps  formed  from  Zaiuii»  or  Gt-  ing  psJ^M^o  vskiht  BtkfiifC^^^ChMi^Sdi^ 

(nraimi,  ^  fooljih  dyirafiUr  on  the  ttajian  ja  >ppQ«G»  tJUipiirft  at  w»  viffw^  p^  iS6. 
ftage.     See  Riccoboni^  The  at  a.  It4I»« 

ch.  ii.  p.  14.  feq.                 ^  Of  fuchc  va^)»QX\dqa 

<*  Sec  his  Life,  Jac.  Phil.  Thomafin*s  Speaketh  totus  munJus. 

E^g.  Patav,   l644.  ^to.  p>  71*  How  fome  i^ng  let  abundus,  &c. 

Cum 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  ^57 

the  addition  of  fome  cpiftlcs  and  epigrams,  in  the  fame  ftyle, 
did  not>  I  believe,  appear  in  print  before  the  year  1554*. 
Coccaie  is  often  cited  by  Rabelais^  a  writer  of  a  cogenial 
caft'.  The  three  laft  books^  containing  a  defcription  of 
helU  are  a  parody  on  part  of  Dante*s  Inferno.  In  the  pre- 
face, or  Apologbtica,  our  author  gives  an  account  of  this 
new  fpecies  of  poetry,  fince  called  the  Macaronic,  which  I 
muft  give  in  his  own  words.  "  Ars  ifta  poetica  nuncupatur 
*^  Ars  Macaronica,  a  Macaronibus  derivata :  qui  Macarones 
•^  funt  quoddam  pulmcntum,  farina,  cafeo,  butyro  compa- 
•^  ginatum,  groffum,  rude,  et  rufticanum.  Ideo  Maca- 
**  ronica  nil  nifi  groffedinem,  ruditatem,  et  Vocabulazzos, 
"  debet  in  fe  continere*."  Vavaffor  obferves,  that  Coccaie 
in  Italy,  and  Antonius  de  Arena  in  France,  were  the  two 
firft,  at  leaft  the  chief,  authors  of  the  femi-latin  burlefque 
poetry  \  As  to  Antonius  de  Arena,  he  was  a  civilian  of 
Avignon;  and  wrote,  in  the  year  15 19,  a  Latin  poem  in 
elegiac  verfes,  ridiculoufly  interlarded  with  French  words 
aiKl  phrafes.  It  is  addreficd  to  his  fcUow-ftudents,  or,  in 
his  own  words,  **  Ad  fuos  compagnones  Jiudiantes^  qui  funt  de 
•*  perfona  friantes^  bajfas  dan/as,  in  galanti  fiilo  bijhgnatasy  cum 
*«  guerra  Romana,  totum  ad  longum  Jine  require^  et  cum  guerra 
•«  Neapolitanaj  et  cum  re^Iuta  Gennenji^  et  guerra  Avenionen/tj 
"  et  epijlola  ad  falotijfimam  garfam  pro  pajfando  lo  tempos  *."  I 
have  gone  out  of  my  way,  to  mention  thefe  two  obfcure 
writers  ^  with  fo  much  particularity,  in  ^order  to  obferve, 

CumiffisetUlh  <  See  Menag.    Diction.    Ettmol. 

t^i  mamnt  in  'villis^  Orto.  Lang.  Franc,  edit,  1694.  p.  462. 

Eft  uxtr  vtl  amcillat  V.  Maca&ons.      And    OQu    Femudua^ 

Welcome  Jacke  and  G illa»  O r  1  c .  It  al  1  c. 

My  pretty  Pstronilla,  *•  Dict.  Lvdr.  p.  453* 

And  you  wil  be  iUlla  'HewrotealfoDit  Bel  lo  Mass  ilieusk 

You  fhall  have  your  willa  :  ^  Erythracus  mentions  Bernardinus  Ste- 

Of  fuch  pater  noftcr  pokes  phonius  as  writing  in  this  way.     Pina- 

All  the  worlde  fpekes.^         ^  cqth.  i.  p.  160.    S(W  alfo  fome  poems  in 

^  At  VeQice»  8vo.    Again,  i;64.  And*      Baudiuj>   which  have  a  mixture  of  the 

1613.  8vo.  Greek  and  Latin  languages;  and  which 

'  ;>ee  Liv»iv.  c.  13.  ii.  i.  xL  3.  Qshert  have  imiutcd>  in  Gumaa  and  Latin-. 

that 
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that  Skclton,  their  cotcmporary,  probably  copied  their  mari- 
ner: at  leaft  to  fhew,  that  this  fingular  mode  of  verfification 
was  at  this  time  fafhionable,  not  only  in  England,  but  alio 
in  France  and  Italy.  .Nor  did  it  ceafe  to  be  remembered  in 
England,  and  as  a  (pecies  of  poetry  thought  to  be  founded 
by  Skelton,  till  even  fo  late  as  the  clofe  of  queen  Elizabeth's 
reign.  As  appears  from  the  following  poem  on  the  Spanish 
Armada,  which  is  £lled  with  Latin  words, 

A  Skeltonicall  falutation. 

Or  condigne  gratulation. 

And  juft  vexation, 

Of  the  Spaniih  nation ; 

That  in  a  bravado 

Spent  many  a  crufado. 

In  fetting  forth  the  armado 

England  to  envado,  &c  *. 

But  I  muft  not  here  forget,  that  Dunbar,  a  Scotch  poet 
of  Skelton's  own  age,  already  mentioned,  wrote  in  this  way. 
His  Testament  of  Majster  Andro  Kennedy,  which  re- 
prefents  the  character  of  an  idle  dilTolute  fcholar,  and  ridi- 
cules the  funeral  ceremonies  of  the  Romiih  communion,  has 

1  Printed  at  Oxford  fay  JoTc^h  3ames,  title  gf  Bottom  thi  Wiatih.    Skel- 

I  (80.410.    See  alfo  adogmlpieceofthis  ton,  however,  (eems  to  have  retuned  his 

kmcC  in  imitation  of  Skehon,  introdooed  popularity  till  late.    For  the  firft  part  of 

into  Browne's  Shmphird's  Pipe,  Lond.  T.  Heywood's  twofold  play  on  the  earl  of 

1614.  Svo.    Perhajps  this  way  of  writing  is  Huntingdon,   entitled,   **  Robert  earl  of 

ridiciilcd  by  Shakeipeare,  Miaar  W.  op  **  Huntingdon's  downfall,  afterward!  call- 

Winds.  A.  ii.  Sc.  1.   Where  Palftaflfe  favs,  *'  ed  Robin  Hood  of  merry  Sherwoode, 

-«<  I  will  not  fay.  Pity  me,  *tis  not  a  (ol-  *'  with  his  love  to  chafte  Matilda  the  kml 

•^  dier's  phrafe,  but  I  fay  love  me :  by  |ne  **  Fitzwater's  daughter,  afterwards  his  har 

-  Thine  own  true  knight,  by  day  or  night,  "  maid  Marian."  afted  by  lord  Notting. 
^-  Or  any  kind  of  light,  witi  all  his  mfght  ^^  P^^.^^^  and  pnnted  m  quarto,  at 
•«.  w;/r rlii^  fo  fiahf -L."  London,  in  1601,  is  introduced  by  Johh 

-  With  th^  to  fight. Skilton.   poet  laureat  U  king  Ueiry  tbi 

See  alfo  the  iMerlude  of   Pyramus  and  eighth.    "1  he  fecond  part,  printed  wii^  the 

^Thljh^     in   the  MiDsuMMEa  Night's  former,  is  introduced  by  FavAa  Tvck> 

D  a  E  A  M.  Often  printed  feparately  in  quarto^  with  whom  I  am  lefs  acquainted. 


as  a  droll  for  Bartholomew  fair,  under  the 


almoft. 
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almoft  every  alternate  line  compofed  of  the  formtilaries  of  a 
Latin  Will,  and  (hreds  of  the  breviary,  mixed  with  what 
the  French  call  Latin  de  cuijine  *.  There  is  fome  humour, 
arifing  from  theie  burlefque  applications,  in  the  following 
ftanzas". 

In  die  mea  fepultura^ 

I  will  have  nane  but  our  awin  gang% 

Et  duos  ru/licQS  de  rure^ 

Berand  ane  barrell  on  a  ftang  * ; 

Drinkand  and  playand  cap  out^  even 

SictU  egamet  Jplebam  \ 

Singand  and  greitand  with  the  ftevin', 

Potum  meum  cumjletu  mifcebam. 

I  will  no  prieftis  for  me  (ing^ 

Dies  ille^  dies  ira'^i 

Nar  yet  no  bellis  for  me  ring 

Sicut  femper  folet  fieri ; 

But  a  bag-pyp  to  play  a  fpring, 

Et  unum  ale-wifp  ante  me^ 

Inftead  of  torchis,  for  to  bring, 

^atuor  lagenas  cervifia 

Within  the  graif  to  fett,  fit  thing. 

In  modum  cruciijuxta  ifK^ 

To  fle  the  feyndi« ',  then  hardly  fing. 

De  terra  flajmafii  me  \ 

'  See  Akt.  Scottish  Poems,  Edinb.  ^  A  hymn  on  the  reiurreftion  in  the 

1770.  p.  35«    And  the  Notes  of  the  learn-  milTal,  fung  at  funerals, 

ed  and  ineenioos  editor ;  who  fays,  that  '  InAead  of  a  crofs  on  my  grave  to  keep 

Dunbar's  iSe  a  c  e  is  a  moft  profane  parody  off  the  devil, 

on  the  pojufh  litanies,  p.  243.  '  A  yerft  in  the  Pfalms.    See  other  in* 

>"  St.  xiii.  xiv.  ftances  in  Donbar,  ibid.  p.  73.  4n  George 

*  My  own  merry  companions.  Bannatyne's  manufcript  colledion  of  old. 

*  A  ftake.  Scotch  poetry  are  man^  examples  of  this 
f  With  that  verfe,   or  ftanza,    in  the  mixture :    the  smjiropnety  of  which  wa» 

Pfalms,  **  I  have  mingled  my  drink  with      not  perhaps  perceivol  by^  our  anceftorsii. 
^  weeping-''  Ibid.  p.  269.    See  it^  rtry  Judicroos^fped^ 

men 
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Wc  muft,  however,  acknowledge,  that  Skdton,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  fcurrility^  was  a  claflical  fcholar ;  and  in  that  ca* 
pacity,  he  was  tutor  to  prince  Henry,  afterwards  king  Henry 
the  eighth:  at  whofe  accedion  to  the  throne,  he  was  appoint- 
ed the  royal  orator.  He  is  ftyled  by  Erafmus,  "  Britanni* 
"  carum  literarum  decus  et  lumen  \  His  Latin  elegiacs  are 
pure,  and  often  unmixed  with  the  monaftic  phrafeology; 
and  they  prove,  that  if  his  natural  propenfity  to  the  ri- 
diculous had  not  more  frequently  feduced  him  to  follow  the 
whimfies  of  Walter  Mapes  and  Golias  ^,  than  to  copy  the 
elegancies  of  Ovid,  he  would  have  appeared  among  the  firft 
writers  of  Latin  poetry  in  England  at  the  general  reftoration 
of  literature.  Skelton  could  not  avoid  a£ling  as  a  buffoon 
in  any  language,  or  any  character. 

I  cannot  quit  Skelton,  of  whom  I  yet  fear  too  much  has 
been  already  faid,  without  reftoring  to  the  public  notice  a 
play,  or  Morality,  written  by  him,  not  recited  in  any 
catalogue  of  his  works,  or  annals  of  Englifh  typography ; 
and,  1  believe,  at  prefent  totally  unknown  to  the  antiquarians 
in  this  fort  of  literature.  It  is,  TTye  Nigramansir,  a 
morall  Enterlude  and  a  pitbie  written  by  Maifier  Skelton 

men  in  Harfenet'i  Detection^  p.  156.  and  French.  SeeMERCutB  ds  F&ancBj 

Where  he  mentions  a  witch  who  has  learned  Arril.  1725.  p.  724.  fniv. 

'*  of  an  old  wife  in  a  chimnies  end  Fmxt  "  See  Op.  p.  1019.  1021. 

«*  max^  fax^  for  a  fpell ;  or  can  &y  fir  ^  Theie  two  writers  are  often  oonfbonded. 

<«  John  of  Grantam's  curfe  tat  the  miller's  See  the  Second  Dissertation.     Tames 

<<  eeles  that  were  flolne.  fays»  that  Golias  was  not  a  name  adopted 

••  All  you  that  Men  the  miller's  eeles,  \l  ^^'  Jf„**'  "J'lTJi^f  *^wlS; 

«  And  aU  they  that  have  confcnted  thereto,  Sf^H  1'   .^/r;...^o^J  A 

*«  Bemdicamus  domino:'  *^J  J""**"'  ^P'  5*o-   Gorias  and  Ma- 

'**  pes  appear  to  have  been  cotemporanes. 

See  a  poem  on  Becket's  martyrdom,  in  and  of  a  fimilar  genius.     The  eortons 

Wafle's  BiBL.  Liter.  Num.  i.  p.  30.  reader  will  find  many  extrafts  from  their 

Lond.  1722.  4to.     Hither  we  mufi  refer  poetry,  which  has  very  great  merit  in  its 

die  old  Caroll  on   the    Boar's  Head,  way,  among  James's  man ufcnptoolleftioas. 

Heame's,  Spicileg.    ad  Qui.   Neabrig.  The  facility  of  the(e  old  Latin  riivmers  is 

Hist.  vol.  iii.  p.  74.0.     [See  alfo  fppr.  amazing:  and  they  have  a  decree  of  homoar 

vol.  i.  p.  86.]  Some  of  die  metrical  hynmt  and  elegance  Sv  exceeding  their  age. 
sn  the  French  Fete  de  Anb  are  in  tatia 
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bur  eat  e  and  plaid  before  the  king  and  other  eftatys  atWood/loke 
on  Palme  Sunday.  It  was  printed  by  Wynkin  de  Wordc  in  a 
thin  quaito,  in  the  year  1504  *•  It  muft  have  been  prefented 
before  king  Henry,  the  feventh,  at  the  royal  manor  or  palace, 
at  Woodftock  in  Oxfordftiire,  now  deftroycd.  The  cha- 
rafters  are  a  Necromancer,  or  conjurer,  the  devil,  a  notary 
public,  Simonie  ^  and  Philargyria ',  or  Avarice.  It  is  partly 
a  fatire  on  fome  abufes  in  the  church ;  yet  not  without  a  due 
jregard  to  decency,  and  an  apparent  refpeft  for  the  dignity 
of  the  audience.  The  ftory,  or  plot,  is  the  tryal  of  Simony 
and  Avarice  :  the  devil  is  the  judge,  and  the  notary  public 
afts  as  an  affeffor  or  fcribe.  The  prifoners,  as  we  may  fup- 
pofe,  are  found  guilty,  and  ordered  into  hell  immediately. 
There  is  no  fort  of  propriety  in  calling  this  play  the  Necro- 


>  My  lamented  friend  Mr.  Wniiam  Col- 
lins* whofe  Odes  will  be  remembered 
while  any  tafie  for  true  poetry  remains, 
fliewed  me  this  piece  at  Chichefter,  not 
many  months  before  his  death:  and  he 
pointed  it  out  as  a  very  rare  and  valuable 
coriofity.  He  intended  to  write  the  His- 
tory OF  THE  aSSTORATlON  OF  LEARN- 
ING UNDER  Leo  the  Tenth,  and  with 
a  view  to  that  defign,  had  colledied  many 
fcarce  books.  Some  few  of  thefe  fell  into 
my  hands  at  his  death.  The  reft,  among 
which,  I  fuppofe,  was  this  Interlude, 
were  difperfed. 

In  the  Myflery  of  Marie  Magda- 
lene, written  in  1512,  %  Heathen  is  in- 
troduced celebrating  the  fervice  of  Ma^ 
iemnifp  who  is  call^  Saracenorum  fortiffi- 
mus ;  in  the  midft  of  which,  he  reads  a 
LelTon  from  the  Alcoran,  con£fting  of 
gibberiih,  much  in  the  metre  and  manner 
of  Skelton.    M$S.  Digb.  i33« 

^  Simony  is  introduced  as  a  perfbn  in 
Sir  Penny,  an  old  Scotch  poem,  written 
in  1527,  by  Stewart  of  Lome.  See  An- 
tient  Scottish  Poems.  Edinb.  1770. 
8vo.  p.  154. 

So  wily  can  fyr  Peter  wink. 
And  als  fir  Stmony  his  fervand. 
That  now  is  gydar  rftbe  kjrJL 

Vol.  IL  A 


And  again,  in  an  antient  anonymous  Scotch 
poem,  ibid.  p.  253.  At  a  feaft,  to  which 
many  diforderly  pcHbns  are  invited,  a- 
mong  the  reft  are, 

Apd  twa  lerit  men  thairby, 
Schir  Ochir  and  fchir  Sim ont. 

That  is,  fir  Ufury  and  fir  Simony.  Si- 
mony is  alfo  a  chara£ker  in  Pierce  Plow- 
man's Visions.  Paflf.  fee.  fol.  viii.  b. 
edit.  1550.  Wiccliffe,  who  fiouriihed 
about  the  year  1^50,  thus  defcribes  the 
ftate  of  Simony  m  his  time.  **  Some 
**  lords,  to  colouren  their  ^ymony,  wole 
*^  not  take  for  themfelves  but  kererchiefs 
^  for  the  lady,  or  a  palfray,  or  a  tun  of 
**  wine.  And  when  fome  lords  woldea 
**  prefent  a  good  man  and  able,  for  love 
'^  of  god  and  ciiften  fouls,  then  fome  la- 
**  dies  been  means  to  have  a  dancer,  a 
**  tripper  on  tapits,  or  hunter  or  hawker, 
**  or  a  wild  player  of  fummers  gamenes, 
«  ^c.**  MSS.  C.  C.  C.  Cant.  O.  i6i. 
148.  There  is  an  old  poem  on  this  fub- 
jea,  MSS.  Bodl.  48. 

»  Robert  Crowley,  a  great  reformer,  of 
Whom  more  hereafter,  wrote  **  The  FtAU 
"  of  Philargyria,  the  great  gtgaut  •/ 
**  Great  Britain^  what  hot^/es  were  Saitd' 
*•  ///,  aH J  lands  aff$inted,/orhJs  frovijiaitp, 
•'  &c.'*  1531.  4to. 

a  a  xnancer  t 


362 


THE      H  IS  T  6  RY      O  F 


mancer :  for  the  only  bufineis  and  u(e  of  diis  chara6ber,  13 
to  open  the  fubjcft  in  a  long  prologue,  to  croke  the  devit, 
and  fummon  the  cowrt.  The  derii  kicks  the  necromancer, 
for  waking  him  fo  ibon  in  the  morning :  a  proof,  that  thiis 
drama  was  performed  in  the  morning,  perhaps  in  the  ch^d 
of  the  palace.  A  variety  of  meafure^,  with  ihfeds  of  Latin 
and  French,  is  ufed:  but  the  devil  fpeaks  in  the  oftavae 
ftania.  One  of  the  ftage-direftions  is,  Enter  Baljehub  with  k 
B^de.  To  make  him  ho\\i  fdghtful  and  ridiculous,  the  devil 
was  mod  contmcmiy  introduced  on  the  ftage,  wearing  a  vifard 
with  aA  immenfe  beard  *•    Philargyria  quotes  Seneca  and  faint 


■  Thai  in  Twpin*s  History  of  Chah- 
£VMAGNB»  tke  Sancms  sppoar,  **  Ha- 
*'  bentes  larvas  barbatas,  cornotas, 
^*  Djemonibus  confimiles."  c.  xviii. 
Aad  ia  Lbwj^a  vim  Blunts;  am  eU 
fieach  fomance  of  Philip  Moufkca. 

J  ot  apiies  lid  one  barboire. 
Com  diable  coraa  et  noire. 

There  waa  a  Q)cdes  of  mafiiBenide  cele- 
brated by  thft  ecclefiaftics  in  France»  called 
die  $HE'v  OF  Bbards,  entirety  confiflxng 
of  an  exhiUtioa  of  ^  moft  fonnidabw 
beards.  Gregory  of  Toots  fays,  that  the 
abbefs  of  Poicloa  was  accofrd  fbr  fiifering 
one  of  theic  fiiews,  called  bBarbatoria, 
to  be  performed  in  her  raonaftery.  Hi$t« 
Kb.  X.  c.  vi.  'In  the  Epistles  of  Pbter 
4k  Bloifr  we  have  the  following  pafl^;(u 
^  Regis  cmiam  fcqaontar  aiBdoe  hillnoK 
^  nesy  candidatrices»  aleatores,  dulcorariiii 
**  caoponesy  oebuhuores,  mimi|  Barba- 
^  TORES,  balatrooes,  et  hocgenos  omae." 
Epist.  xiv.  Where,  by  Barhatores^  w^ 
are  not  to  nnderftand  Barhtrs^  bat  mimics,^ 
or  boffoons,  difeoifcd  in  hoffe  bearded., 
males.  In  Don  QaixotCy  the  Wher  wl^q 
perfonates  the  fqaire  of  the  prinods  Mi- 
comicona,  wears  one  of  thefe  maiks»  ^  ona* 
*^  gran  barba,  &c.'*  Part  j>rim.  c.  xxvj, 
X.  3.  And  the  coontefs  of  Trifaldi*s  f^oire 
^  **  la  mas  lar^a,  la  mas  horrida,  &c»'' 
IVt.  fee.  c  xxxvi.  1.  S.  See  Objervat. 
OH  Spenser^  vol.  i.  p.  X4..  Sect.  ii. 
Aboot  the  eleventh  cenlofy,  and  long 


befi)tc»  beards  weie  looked,  opoa  by  ^ 
clergy  as  a  Iccolar  vanity ;  and  accor&iglf 
were  worn  by  the  laity  only.  Yet  in  Eng- 
land this  diilindion  feems  to  have  been 
ihoie  rifely-  obflwod  than  in  Ilraaoe* 
MalmeflNiry  fays,  liMt  idag  HaraliK  a^tte 
Nonnaa  iavateo,  kxiit  fpiat  into  Dvke 
William's  camp  ;  who  reported,  that  mtok 
of  the  French  aiai^  wato  pfiata^  becaaik 
thttr  fiKMt  wne  Hiavcd.  iftsT.  Mbu  iH 
p.  56.b.edk.  Savil.  1^96^  The  ragoMev 
Mflaainad  aaaong  the  Englifli  demf  at  lodt 
till  the  mgn  of  Henry  the  ei^til  t  flbt 
I/]Mgiaad  b&op  of  Uaooln^  at  a  Viikatte 
of  Ofiel  collage,  Oxford,  fai  1551,  ordcra 
one  of  the  fallows^  a  prsei,  to  aMaii^ 
under  pain  of  dxpo^n,  him  wtaiiag  a 
beard,  and  pinked  (hoes,  lifeoa  lale;'tB^ 
not  to  take  the  liberty,  fbr  tho  fttarev  of 
infolting  and  ridiealag  the  govertiop  and 
liellewa  of  the  fociaty.  Oai>iif air.  OA' 
Oriel.  OxoD.  Apfbno.  ad  Joh.  TnoKS^ 
ROWE,  p.  339.  See  Edi^  of  king^  J<4lB^ 
in  PfynaOt  Libbrtat.  SccLBt.  Anoti^ 
torn.  ill.  p.  23.  Bat  among  the  fi&^jMt»i 
the  Templars  were  pennitted  to  wiar  ^ooft 
beardi.  In  the  yearijf  1,  kina»  Edwar^ 
the  feoond  granted  lettert  of  Wb  condo^ 
to  his  valet  Peter  AoMft  who  had  made  a 
vow  not  to  fliavo  his  beard;  and  who 
having  reiblved  to  vifit  fme  of  the  hofy^ 
places  abroad  as  a  pilmn^  faareda  on  ac« 
coont  of  the  length  of  his  beards  that  bo 
might  be  miflalJo  for  a  kni|^t«ia»kr» 
i^id  infulced»    Pat.  iv.  Edw.  ti.    JaCNig- 
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Auftin :  and  Simony  offers  the  devil  a  bribe.  The  devil  rejedls 
her  offer  with  mnch  indignation :  and  fwears  by  thefoule  Eume-^ 
nidesy  and  the  hoary  beard  of  Charon,  that  ftie  fhail  be  well  fried 
and  roafted  in  the  unfathomable  fulphur  of  Cocytus,  to**- 
gether  with  Mahometj  Pontius  Pilate,  the  traitor  Judas^  and 
king  Herod.  The  laft  iccne  is  clofed  with  a  view  of  helU 
and  ti  dance  between  the  devil  and  the  necrbmance/.  The 
dance  ended,  the  denl  trips  Aip  the  necromancer's  heels,  and 
difappears  in  fire  and  fmoke'*.  Great  muft  have  been  the 
edification  and  entertsdnment  which  king  Henry  the  feventh 
ktid  his  court  derived  froth  the  exhibition  of  fo  elegant  and 
rational  a  dta^a!  The  royal  tafte  for  dramatic  reprefenta^ 
tion  ieems  tb  have  fttilered  a  very  rapid  tranfition:  for  in  the 
year  1520,  a  goatffie  ctmeik  tf  Plautns  was  played  before  king 
Henry  the  eighth  at  Greenwich  •.  I  have  beifore  mentioned 
Skelton's*  play  of  MAONiMCSNCifi  *• 


4i^e's  Waawicx:jhi&i»  p.  704.  Many 
orBen  abonc  Beardt  oocvr  Ia  the  regiften 
of  LincoIn*s-iiui,  dted  by  Dugdale.  In 
die  year  154.2,,  hwcscttd^xted,  tfaatnoiiein- 
Wr,  wearuf  a  J&lkt^Di^  Ih<^4  prefume  to 
dineJajthehalL  In  iccj»  TaytDag^aiq^ 
**  Guik.  as  Juul  bcfardf  iboold  pay  twelve- 
*'  peace  ibr  every  meal  tbqr  contiiiae4 
*'  tkems  anil  every  man  to  be  fbavenf 
**  tfoaBainof  bong  DVi out jof commons.'' 
0«^6«  |vRJD«  cap.  04.  p.  344.  In  15599 
no  memoer  is  permitted  to  wear  anj  htm 
ilbove  a  IbrtBigl^^s  gp]dwth  onderpain  of 
fcaimlfion  fi>r  tne .  tKird  tran&^^on.  But 
;the  ;£Ubkin  of  wtaong  beards,  beginning  ^ 
i^fe^  in  1560  it  was  i^ecd  at  a  couocU, 
43iat*<aU  onlexs  before  that  time  mad^j 
**  uuikt^g  BOARDS,  ftioold  be  void  and 
V  tofuki.^'  Dugd-  ibid.  p.  '345. 

^£1  the  My£ery  of  WUjit  Macda- 
r^^%nMf  jnft  piestioned*  one  of  the  ftagc- 
.4ire£tioas  is,  '^'Ucre  enters  the  prynfe  of 
^  the  devyUs  in  a.  £sge»  with  hell  onder* 
.^^  1^  tfiefiajre."    MSS.  Di09.  133. 

«lWUAfh.2i.B50. 

'  It  is  in  Mr.  Ganick's  valuable  col- 
jUfE&otu    No  date.  4to.    HawldhSy  In  the 

A 


HuTOi^Y  OF  Musxc^  has  firft  printed  a 
Song  wrhten  bt  Skdtaor,  aRdded  to  in  the 
Cuownz  opLawrsll,  andftttoaNfc 
by  Wiltiam  ComiAei  a  muficiaii  of  the 
cna^!  Toyd  under  Henry  the  ftvcndi. 
S.  1.  ch.  h  vtf.X!X.  p.  J.  Lond.  1776.  It 
begins. 

Ahb  beftrair  you,  by  my  fsy^ 

Thefe  wanton  darkes  are  nice  alway»  && 

'The  fame  diligent  and  xngenkms  inqnirer 
has  h^pihr  ilKdbaeted  a  paffim  in  Sktl* 
timTs  diefcn|7tion  of  Rior.  Ibid.  B.iii» 
ch.  ix.  rd.  li.  p.  554. 

Ccam w  i»  couUe  O  L vx  vpon  a  potlie. 

niiat  is»  this  Aimken  cBlbrderly  fitUoir 
oottid  t^ay  the  beginning  of  the  hymn,  O 
lea 


Lux  teat  a  frinitaj^  a  very  popular 
lody,  apd  on  wUch  many  fdgUes  and 
canons^rens  aatiently  compe(]ed»on  a  ^iiart- 
pot  at  Ike  tavern.  See  alfo,  ibid.  fi.  i. 
ch*  vii.  p.  90.  ii.  I.  p.  130. 

By  the  way,  the  aboveafieirtioned  Wil- 

liam  Coraiih  has  a  poem  printed  at  die  ciid 

of  Skelton's  WoHts,  ca!!cd  a  Treati/e  Be- 

hveen  ffcafke  nni  fnf^rmmthm^  cODtainiag 

aa  a  fome 
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Moralities  feem  have  arrived  at  their  heighth  about  the 
clofe  of  the  feventh  Henry's  reign  *.  This  fort  of  fpedacle  waa 
now  fo  fafliionable,  that  John  Railall,  a  learned  typographer^ 
brother  in  law  to  fir  Thomas  More»  extended  its  province, 
which  had  hitherto  been  confined,  dther  to  moral  allegory, 
or  to  religion  blended  with  buffoonery,  and  copceived  a  defign 
of  making  it  the  vehicle  of  fcience  and  phiLofbphy.  With 
this  view  he  publiflied,  Anew  Interlude  and  a  mery^  of  the 
nature  of  the  iiii  Elements^  declaringe  many  proper  points  of  phy*- 
lofophy  naturall  and  dyvers  Jiraufige  la^dySy  )&c  \^  'In  the  cofmo* 
graphical  part  of  the  play,  in  ^hicix  the.popt  profefics  to 
treat  of  dyvers  Jlraunge  regyons;  and  of  the  new  founde  lamfysp 
the  tra6ts  of  America  recently  difcovered,  and  the. manners 
of  the  natives,  are  defcribed.  The  charafbsr^  arp,  a  Mef-- 
fenger  who  fpeaks  the  prologue,  -Nature,  Humanity,  Stu- 
dious Defire,  Senfual  Appetite,  a  Taverner,  Experience,,  and 
Ignorance  ^ 


fiune  anecdotes  of  the  ftate  of  antient 
mnfic,  written  while  the  aathor  was  in  the 
Fleet,  in  the  year  1^04.  MSS*  Rso.  18 
J>,  ii.  4*  See  Thorefby's  Xb&dss,  fiur 
O/^  mmfical  cowtfofitiams  by  fiveral  mafiert, 
Mmong  them  hy  William  Cornish,  pr 
517.  Morley  has  afligned  Coraylh  a  phciB 
in  his  Catalogue  of  EngHfli  mnficianf.  - 

*  See  fopr.  p.  206. 

'  Amon|;  Mr.  Gamck's  Old  Plays. 
[Imperf.]  1.  vol.  3.  It  was  written  about 
151^9  Or  rather  later.  One  of  thc^cha- 
raders  is  Naturs  nuturaie:  under  which 
title.  Bale  inaccurately  mentions  diis  piece, 
viii.  75.  See  Percy,  Ess.  Eno.  Stagi, 
p.  8.  Mit.  1767.  Who  foppoies  this  play 
to  have  been  written  about  i5ro»  from  the 
following  linesy 

—    —    Within  this  XX  yere 
tVeftwarde  be  founde  new  landes^ 
That  we  never  harde  tell  of  before  thisi 

The  Weft-Indies  were  difcovered  by  Cd- 
kmbos  in  1492. 

s  For  the  take  of  conneffion  I  will  he/e 
meadon  fome  nifoct  of  lUftaUVpieces.  He 


was  a  ^pieat  writer  of  Interludis.  He 
has  written,  '*  Of  OBHTTLiftss  ««]> 
**  ^{oBYLYT|•  A  dyaloge  between  tbe 
**  marchaonty  die  kn^^,  and  the  plow/- 
**  man,  difputynge;w£)  xi  a  teray  gentyt- 
*'  man,  and  how  nien  ihuld  come  to  aoc- 
**  toryte*  comDiled  in  maner  of  anIirTRR. 
**  LUDE.  With  dyvers  TOTES  and  cssTn 
"  addyd  therto,  to  inake  mery  paifyme 
"  and  difpoit.  J.RafttM  me  firi  fifii.*^ 
Printed  by  himfelf  in  quarto,  wxdiont  date. 
Pr.  "  O  what  a  gret  weltb  and.*'  'AUS» 
'*  A  new Commodyfle in EngtyBiin iifaiier 
**  of  an  Entirlvde  rygSt  dygant  ao3 
**  full  of  craft  of  rhetorvck :  mereiii  is 
*'  fhewed  and  dy&rybyd,  as '.Well  At 
^  beute  of  good  propertes  of  women,  as 
**  theyr  vyces  and  evyU  condidons,  with 
**  a  monul  oondufioa  and  exhortadon  to 
••  vertew.  7.  Ra/faU  me  imffimi  ficii.*^ 
In  folio,  without  date.  This  Is  in  EngSJk 
verfe,  and  contains  twelve  ieaves.  Pr. 
'  **  Meltbea^  ice.**  He  reduced  a  diafogue 
of  Ludan  mto  Bngfilh  verfe,  much  after  tKe 
manner  of  an  interlude,  vin.  •*  Nacao- 
**  MAMTiA.    A  Dialogue  of  Lvgran  for 
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I  have  before  obferved,  that  the  frequent  and  public  ex-» 
hibition  of  perfonifications  in  the  Pageaunts,  which  an- 
tiently  accompanied  every  high  feftivity,  greatly  contributed 
to  cherifh  the  fpirit  of  allegorical  poetry,  and  even  to  enrich 
the  imagination  of  Spenfer  **.     The  Moralities,  which  now 
Began  to  acquire  new  celebrity,    arid  in  which  the  fame 
groupes  of  the  imperfonated  vices  and  virtues  appeared,. mu(t 
have  concurred  in  producing  this  efFeft.    And  hence,  at  the 
fame  time,  we  are  led  to  account  for  the  national  rclifh  for 
allegorical  poetry,  which  fo  long  prevailed  among  our  an- 
ceftors.    By  means  of  thefe  fpe6lacles,  ideal  beings  became 
common   and  popular  objefts:    and  emblematic  imagery, 
which,  at  prefent  is  only  contemplated  by  a  few  retired 
readers  in  the  obfolete  pages  of  our  elder  poets,  grew  fa- 
miliar  to  the  general  eye. 


'^  Mi  fantafy  ftyned  for  a  mtry  paflymit 
«*.  Ac— 7.  RdJiaU  m$  firi  fidtr    It  is 
tianflated  from  .the  Latin,  and  has  Ladn 
notes  in  the  margin.    It  may  be  doubted, 
whether  RadftaU  .was  not.the  printer  only  of 
diefe  pieces!    If  the  printer  only,   diey 
might  come  ftom  the  feftive  genius  of  his 
brother  fir  Thomas  More.     Bat  Raftall 
appears  to  have  been  a  fcholar.    He  was 
edocated  at  Oxford ;  .and  took  op  the  em- 
ployment of  printii^  as  a  profeffion  at 
that  time  efteemed  Cberal,  ana  not  onfuit- 
able  to  the  charader  of  a  learned  and  in- 
Mnions  man.    An  finglilh  tranilation  of 
Terence,    cilled  'fiaavs  in  English, 
wil}i  a  jprolbgue   in  'ibnzaa,    beginning 
-  **  ^^Vkt  ftunoos'  Hmovm  through  the  worlde 
''f  itipronge,"  i|  fadieved^  at  leaft  iro^ 
'ftl»aiirity  of  txpt,  t»  be  by^RaftaU.     In 
quartet,  without  date.    He  pubKihed,  in 
^1C25.  The  MERY  Gestys  oi  om  cmlh4 
'SirrmtJ^' lymf  nvy'dmo.    This  is  a  & 
fixifdi«K  ih  ^gliih  riiymes,  of  ^  fitwrit 
pradiiled  by  a  female  (harper  in  the  ncigjii- 
boorhopcLof  (.qiDdp^ :  the  fcenct  of  oqe  of 
her  impoftnres  it  Vdd  in  fir  Tboi)uiai  Nfore's 
hottfe  at  Chekeai  -  *tht  aiudior,  *  one  of  her 
dupes,   is  Walter  Smyth.     Emprjnud  at 
l,9nt/on  at  tht  Jjfgw  if  tbt  l^rtm^di  Mt 


PoUis,pati  next  to  Ciepejyde  fy  J.  RaftM. 
fbl.^  ft  will  be  fuffiddnt  to  have  given  ^it 
ihort  incidental  notice  of  a  piece  whidi 
hardly  deferyes  to  Be  iiamed^  Rafiall  wrolc 
and.  printed  many  othnr  pieces,  whidi  I  do 
not  mention^  as  unconnededwith  thebifionr 
of  our  poetry.  I  (hall  only  obferve  fiifther. 
in  general,  that  he  was  eminently  dulled 
in  jnathematics,  cofmoeraphy,  hiftory,  our 
municipal  law,  and '  tneology.  He  died 
1536. - 

^  And  of  Shakefpeare.  There  is  a  paA 
fage  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  where 
the'oKtaphoris  exceedingly  beauoful:;  biic 
where  the  beauty  both  ofthe  exprefiion  ^xA 
the  allufion  is  loft,  nnkfs  we  recolkft  thb 
freduen<y  and  the  nature  of  theAi^eufs.ja 
.  Shakeijpeare's  age..  J^ct,  iv,  ^c.  xi. .  I 
^  muft  ate  the  wl^k  of  the  context^  for  the 
fake  of  the  laft  hemiftidu 

Sometimt  we  fee  a  doud  thatVdfi^(mt(h, 
A  vs^ur  fixBSttimc;  like  a  bear  or  fioDx  ^ 
A  tdwrtfd  dtadd,  a  pendant  rock,  ' 
A  forked  mountain^  or  blue  promoniOiy 
With  trees  upon't,  that  nod  unto  the  world 
And  mock  oureyes  with  air.    Thou'ft  ften 

thefe  ^^9f 
Theyar#£LACK  Vispik'sPagiants.*^ 

SECT. 
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SECT.    XVI. 

IN  a  work  of  this  general  and  comprehenfive  nature^  ia 
which  the  flu£tuations  of  genius  are  furveyed^  and  the 
dawnings  or  dedenfions  of  tafte  muft  alike  be  noticed,  it  is 
impoilible  that  every  part  of  the  fubjefl  can  prove  equally 
^lendid  and  interefting.  We  have,  I  fear,  been  toiling  for 
iome  time  through  materials,  not  perhaps  of  the  moil  agree* 
able  and  edifying  nature.  But  as  the  mention  of  that  very 
rude  ipecies  of  our  drama,  called  the  Morality,  has  iacir 
dentally  diverted  our  attention  to  the  early  flate  of  the  £ng« 
lifh  ilage,  I  cannot  omit  fo  fortunate  and  feaibnable  an  op- 
portunity of  endeavouring  to  relieve  the  wearinefs  of  my 
reader^  by  introducing  an  obvious  digreffion  on  the.probablt; 
CJ^uJes  of  the  riJe  of  the  Mysteries,  which,  as  I  have  before 
remark^,  preceded,  and  at  length  produced,  thefe  allegorical 
lablcs.  In  this  refpeSt  I  ihall  imitate  thofe  map-makers 
mentioned  by  Swift,  who 

—    —    0>r  Inho^itable  downs. 
Place  elephants  for  want  of  towns« 

Nor  fliall  I  perhaps  fail  of  being  pardoned  by  my  reader,  if, 
on  the  fame  principle,  I  Ihould  attempt  to  throw  new  ll^bz 
on  the  hiftwy  of  our  theatre,  by  purfuing  this  enquiry 
through  thofe  deductions  which  it  will  naturally  and  mace 
immediately  fuggeft*. 

.  About  the  eighth  century,  trade  was  principally  carried 
on  by  means  of  fairs,  which  lafted  feveral  days.  Charle- 
magne eftabliihed  many  great  marts  of  this  fort  in  France; 
as  iid  William  the  conqueror,  and  his  Norman  fucceflbrs^  in 

i  Comptit  voL  L  p.  a}5» 

England. 
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England  \  The  merchants^  who  frequented  thefe  fairs  in 
numerous  caravans  or  companies^  employed  every  art  to 
draw  the  people  together.  They  were  therefore  accompanied 
by  juglers,  minftrels>  and  buffoons;  who  were  no  lefs  in- 
terefted  in  giving  their  attendance,  and  exerting  all  their 
fkill,  on  thefe  occafions^  As  now  but  few  large  towns  ex- 
ifted,  no  public  fpe&aclcs  or  popular  amufements  were  efta^^ 
blifhed ;  and  as  the  (edentary  pleafures  of  domeftic  life  and 
private  fociety  were  yet  unknown,  the  ftar-time  was  the 
fcafon  for  diverfion.  In  proportion  as  thefe  fhews  were  at* 
tended  and  encouraged,  they  began  to  be  fet  off  with  new 
decorations  and  improvements :  and  the  aits  of  buffoonery 
being  rendered  ftill  more  attraftive  by  extending  their  cuxle 
of  exhibition,  acquired  an  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people.  By  degrees  the  clergy,  obfcrving  that  the  entertain- 
ments of  dancing,  mufic,  and  mimicry,  exhibited  at  theie 
protra6):ed  annual  celebrities,  made  the  people  leis  religious^ 
by. promoting  idlenefs  and  a  love  of  feftivity,  profcribed 
thefe  fports,  and  excommunicated  the  performers.  But  End* 
ing  that  no  regard  was  paid  to  their  cenfures,  they  changed 
their  plan»  and  determined  to  take  thefe  recreations  into  tl^br 
own  hands.  They  turned  a£tors ;  and  inflead  of  profane 
mummeries^  prefented  flories  taken  from  legends  or  the  bibk. 
This  was  the  origin  of  facred  comedy.  The  death  of  faint 
Catharine,  a£ted  by  the  monks  of  faint  Dennis,  rivalled  the 
popularity  of  the  profeffed  players.  Mulic  was  admitted 
into  the  churches>  which  ferved  as  theatres  for  the  reprefca- 
ticm  of  holy  farces.  The  feflivals  among  the  French,  called 
La  fete  de  FouXj  dz  i.^Ane  \  aad  j>^  Innocens>  at  length 

*  Sec  fapr.  vol.  ».  p.  279*  •*  Monfeignctif  fe  dtic  it  Btit»r.      A 

'  For  a  rood  full  and  comprthenAve  ac-  *<  Li«v9AirN»et  aGsKSVE,  1741/^ 4tOw 

count  of  ihcfi  feaftft,  fee  *<  Memoiret  pout  Grofl&eac),  h'Aop  of  Lincoln  in  the  ele* 

■^  kvfir  a  I'Hiftoire  de  )a  Fitb  di  Fovx,  Teoth  century,  orders  his  dean  and  chapter 

^  (jai  fe  hifoit  aatrefois  dant  phifiews  eg-  to  aboHfh  the  FiarvM  AsrHoavM,  cum 

••  Wbsw      Par  M.   dto  Till»^t-,   gentiK  Jif  tmnitatt  fhnum^  itnnlmptasihutjfureum^ 

**  hooune  ordinaire  de  foA  Akcffr  ivyaW  which  ofed  to  be  aMaaliy  celebrated  in 

lincola 
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became  greater  favorites,  as  they  certainly  were  more  ca- 
pricious and  abfurd,  than  the  interludes  of  the  buffoons  at 
the  fairs.  Thcfe  are  the  ideas  of  a  judicious  French  writer, 
now  living,  who  has  inveftigated  the  hiftory  of  human  man- 
ners with  great  comprehcnfion  and  fagacity. 

Voltaire's  theory  on  this  fubjeft  is  alfo  very  ingenious,  and 
xjuite  new.  Religious  plays,  he  fuppofes,  came  originally 
from  Conftantinople ;  where  the  old  Grecian  ftage  continued 
to  flourifh  in  fome  degree,  and  the  tragedies  of  Sophocles 
-and  Euripides  were  reprefented,  till  the  fourth  century. 
About  that  period,  Gregory  Nazianzen,  an  archbifhop,  a 
poet,  and  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  church,  banifhed  pagan 
plays  from  the  ftage  at  Conftantinople,  and  introduced  feleft 
ftories  from  the  old  and  new  Teftament.  As  the  antient 
Greek  tragedy  w4s  a  religious  fpeftacle,  a  traniition  was 
made  on  the  fame  plan ;  and  the  chorufTes  were  turned  into 
Chriftian  hymns '.  Gregory  wrote  many  facred  dramas  for 
this  purpofe,  which  have  not  furvived  thofe  inimitable  com- 
pofitions  oyer  which  they  triumphed  for  a  time  :  one,  how- 
ever, his  tragedy  called  X^iglos  Ttoctr/J^Vj  or  Christ's  Passion, 
is  ftill  extant ".  In  the  prologue  it  is  faid  to  be  in  imitation 
of  Euripides,  and  that  this  is  the  firft  time  the  Virgin  Mary 
has  been  produced  on  the  ftage.     The  faftiion  of  a6ting 


Lincoln  ctthedral  on  the  feaft  of  the  Cir-  the  Shefheuds;   whidi  remained  on- 

cmndfion.      Groiretcfti  Epistol.  xjodi.  aboliihed  till  the  year  1738.    From  the 

apod  Browne's  Fascicul.  p.  331.  edit.  Ritual  of  the  church,   pag.   1930,   ad 

Llond.   1600.  tom.  ii.  Append.    And  p.  ann.  1582.     See  Carpentier,  Suppl.  Da 

412.    Al(o  he  forbids  the  archdeacons  of  Gang.  Lat.  Gloss,  tom.  i.  p.  523.  in  V. 

nisdiocefe  to  permit  Scot-albs  in  their  And  ibid.  V.  Boclari,  p.  570. 
chapters  and  fynods,  (Soelm.  Gl.  p.  506.)  '  See  fopr.  vol.  i.  p.  244. 

and  other  lvdi  on  holidays.  Ibid.  Epiflol.  "  Op.  Greg.  Nazianz.  tom.  ii.  p.  25^. 

xxii.  p.  314.     [See  fopr.  vol.  i.  p.  247.]  In  a  manufcripc  cited  by  Lambadas,  it  is 

See  in  the  MiacuRE  Francois  for  Sep-  called  A^ufta  kaT  Evtt^ihf*  iv.  22.     It 

iember»   1742.  an  account  of  a  mummery  feems  to  have  been  falMy  attributed  to  A« 

celebrated  in  the  dty  of  Befancon  in  France,  pollinaris,  an  Alexandrian,  bifliop  of  Lao- 

by  the  canons  of  the  cathedral,  confiding  of  dicea.    It  is,  however,  written  with  left 

4ancing,  iinging,  eating  and  drinking,  in  elegance  and  judgement  than  moft  of  Gre- 

the  doiilers  and  churai,  on  Eafler-day,  gory's  poetiad  pieces.    Apollinaris  lived 

tailed  BiRciRKTTA,  OT  the  SoN«  OF  about  the  year  370. 

fpiritual 
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Ipiritual  dramas,  in  which  at  firft  a  due  degree  of  method 
and  decorum  was  preferved,  was  at  length  adopted  from 
Conftantinople  by  the  Italians ;  who  framed,  in  the  depth  of 
the  dark  ages,  on  this  foundation,  that  barbarous  fpecies  of 
theatrical  reprefentation  called  Mysteries,  or  facred  come- 
dies, and  which  were  foon  afterwards  received  in  France ". 
This  opinion  will  acquire  probability,  if  we  confider 
the  early  commercial  intercoufe  between  Italy  and  Con- 
ftantinople :  and  although  the  Italians,  at  the  time  when 
they  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  imported  plays  of  this  nature, 
did  not  underftand  the  Greek  language,  yet  they  could  un- 
derftand,  and  confequently  could  imitate,  what  they  faw* 
In  defence  of  Voltaire's  hypothefis  it  may  be  further 
obferved,  that  the  Feast  of  Fools  and  of  the  Ass,  with 
other  religious  farces  of  that  fort,  fo  common  in  Europe, 
originated  at  Conftantinople.  They  were  inftituted,  although 
perhaps  under  other  names,  in  the  Greek  church,  about  the 
year  990,  by  Thcophylaft,  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  pro- 
bably with  a  better  defign  than  is  imagined  by  the  ecclefiaC- 
tical  annalifts;  that  of  weaning  the  minds  of  the  people 
from  the  pagan  ceremonies,  particularly  the  Bacchanalian 
and  calendary  folemnities,  by  the  fubftitution  of  chrlftian 
fpeftacles,  partaking  o£  the  fame  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs. 
The  faft  is,  however,  recorded  by  Cedrenus,  one  af  the  By- 
zantine hiftorians,  wha  flouriftied  about  the  year  1050,  in 
the  following  words.  ^^  E^ov  sxiivny  )^  to  vvv  kpolIhv 
"  £^of,  f y  TOLiQ  TiOLiA'ur^xif  J^  Srii/LoleT^eciv  eoplocie  vl3^i^£^oci 
"  Toy  deovj  Jj^  Tocs  ray  ay/wy  ilvnfiaLSj  oix  Xoyicfioclm 
"  a'zar^e'zarwy  jj^  y£Aco7wy,  Jj^  iffOL^OL^o^m  x^auycoy,  T€Aoi;nx6ycoy 
^^  Twy  ^£/coy  uftywy  ovq  e^eiy  i/lsIcc  xcclxT^vl^eooc  jj^  ^vvj^iiJLfAS 

"  IlArjdof  yaf  crvdlYicrocfiivoc  em^^nToov  ayJ'^wy,   j^  ^^o^^ov 

*Hift  Gen.  Addit.  p.  138. 

VoL  II.  B  b  b  "  OLvloic^ 
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^^  ccvlcic  t7:i^r,(T0is    Ev^vfAiov  rim   Kaov^v   ?iiyov[JLBVoVy    ov 

^^  accloLvixxc  o^x^aeiCy    j^  tuc  ccoyifAi^i  x^dvyoLQy  ic^  rx  ix 

*^  eoi^x^ev.''  That  is,  *'  Theophylaft  introduced  the  prac- 
**  tice,  which  prevails  even  to  this  day,  of  fcandaliling  god 
^^  and  the  memory  of  his  faints,  on  the  moft  fplendid  and 
"  popular  fcftivals,  by  indecent  and  ridiculous  fongs,  and 
**  enormous  Ihoutings,  even  in  the  midft  of  thofe  facred 
*'  hymns,  which  we  ought  to  offer  to  the  divine  grace  with 
**  compundlion  of  heart,  for  the  falvation  of  our  fouls^ 
**  But  he,  having  collected  a  company  of  bafe  fellows,  and 
"  placing  over  them  one  Eutbymius,  fumamed  Cafnes,  whom 
*^  he  alfo  appointed  the  fuperintendant  of  his  church,  ad- 
"  mitted  into  the  facred  fervice,  diabolical  dances,  cxclama- 
**  tions  of  ribaldry,  and  ballads  borrowed  from  the  ftreets 
*'  and  brothels  \*'  This  praftice  was  fubfifting  in  the  Greek 
church  two  hundred  years  afterwards:  for  Balfamon,  pa- 
triarch of  Antioch,  complains  of  the  grofs  abominations 
committed  by  the  priefts  at  Chriftmas  and  other  fcftivals, 
even  in  the  great  church  at  Conftantinople ;  and  that  the 
clergy,  on  certain  holidays,  perfonated  a  Variety  of  feigned 
charafters,  and  even  entered  the  choir  in  a  military  habit, 
and  other  enormous  difguifes '. 

I  muft  however  obferve  here,  what  perhaps  did  not  imme- 
diately occur  to  our  lively  philofopher  on  this  occafion,  that  in 
the  fourth  century  it  was  cuftomary  to  make  chriftian  parodies 
and  imitations  in  Greek,  of  the  beft  Greek  claffics,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  chriftian  fchools.  This  prafticc  prevailed  much  under 
the  emperor  Julian,  who  forbad  the  pagan  poets,  9rators, 
and  philofophers,  to  be  taught  in  the  chriftian  feminaries. 

•  Cedren.  Compewd.  Hist.  p.  639.  B.  p  Comment,  ad  Canon.  Ixii.  Stnod. 

edit.  Parif.  1647.  Compare  Baron.  An-  vi.  in  Trullo.  Apud  Beverigii  Synodic, 
NAL.  Tub  ann.  956.  torn  x.  p.  752,  C.  torn.  i.  Oxon.  fol.  1672.  p.  230.  231.  In 
edit.  Plantin*  Antw.  1603.  foL  return,  he  forbids  the  profeiTed  players  to 

•ppear 
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ApoUinaris  biftiop  of  Laodicea,  abovementioned,  wrote 
Greek  tragedies,  adapted  to  the  ftage,  on  moft  of  the  grand 
events  recorded  in  the  old  Teftament,  after  the  manner  of 
Euripides.  On  fome  of  the  familiar  and  domeftic  ftories  of 
fcripture,  he  compofed  comedies  in  imitation  of  Menander. 
He  wrote  chriftian  odes  on  the  plan  of  Pindar.  In  imitation 
of  Homer,  he  wrote  an  heroic  poem  on  the  hiftory  of  the 
bible,  as  far  as  the  reign  of  Saul,  in  twenty-four  books  ^ 
Sozomen  fays,  that  thefe  compofitions,  now  loft,  rivalled 
their  great  originals  in  genius,  expreffion,  and  condudl.  His 
fon,  a  bifhop  alfo  of  Laodicea,  reduced  the  four  gofpels  and 
all  the  apoftolical  books  into  Greek  dialogues,  refembling 
thofe  of  Plato  ^ 

But  1  muft  not  omit  a  much  earlier  and  more  fingular 
fpecimen  of  a  theatrical  reprefentation  of  facred  hiftory,  thaa 
this  mentioned  by  Voltaire.  Some  fragments  of  an  antient 
Jewifh  play  on  the  Exodus,  or  the  Departure  of  the  Ifraelites 
from  Egypt  under  their  leader  and  prophet  Mofes,  are  yet 
preferved  in  Greek  iambics '.  The  principal  charaders  of 
this  drama  are  Mofes,  Sapphora,  and  God  from  the  Bufti,  or 
God  fpeaking  from  the  burning  bufti.  Mofes  delivers  the 
prologue,  or  introdu6lion,  in  a  fpeech  of  fixty  lines,  and 
his  rod  is  turned  into  a  ferpent  on  the  ftage.     The  author 


appear  on  the  f^age  in  the  haMt  of  monlu.  ^  Sozomen  (ubi  infra)  fays»  that  he  com- 

Samt  Auflin,  who  lived  in  the  fixth  century>  piled  a  fyflem  of  grammar,  X^Kritaunu  rvmv, 

reproves  the  pagan  ifmg  chriilians  of  his  age,  on  the  diriflian  model, 
for  their  indecent  fports  on  holidays;  but  it  ,  g  ...      ^    ..      ^       5 

does  not  appear,  that  thefe  fports  were  cele-  „   ,0   ^    ^/;      >j;r.^«ii  ^Z^ 

brated  within  the  churches    -  In  fanais  ""'  '^'  ^-  "^-     Niceph.  x.  25. 
*•  feftivitatibus  chores  ducendo,  cantica  lux-  •  In  Clemens  Alexandrin.  lib.  i.  Strom* 

♦•  uriofa  et  turpia,  &c.     Ifti  enim  infelices  p.  344.   feq.     Eufebius,  Pr-/eparat.  E- 

•*  ac  miferi  homines,  qui  balationes  ac  fal-  vanc.  c.  xxviii.  xxix.    Euflathius  ad  Hex. 

**  tationes  ANTE  ipsas  basilicas  fane-  P*  ^5*     They  are  colledted,  and  tranflated 

*«  torum  cxercere  nee  mctuunt  nee  erubef-  into  Latin,  with  emendations,  by  Fr.  Mo- 

««  cunt."    Serm.  ccxv.  torn.  x.  opp.  S.  rellus,  Parif.    1580.      See   alfo  Corpus. 

Auguftin.  edit.  Froben.  1529.  fol.  763.  B.  Poetar.  Gr.  Tracicor.  et  Comicor. 

Sec  alfo  Srrm.  excvii.  cxeviii.  opp.  edit,  Genev.   1614.  fol.  And  PoET-flE  Chris- 

Benedi6lin.  torn.  V.  Parif.   1683.  p.  904.  tiak.  Grjecx^  Parif.  1609.  8 vo. 
ct  feq. 

B  b  b  2  of 
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of  this  piece  is  Ezekiel,  a  Jew,  who  is  called  *0  twv  Is^uixosf 
r^xy(f)^iu)V  "uroiYilYiCy  or  the  tragic  poet  of  the  Jews  \  The 
learned  Huetius  endeavours  to  prove,  that  Ezekiel  wrote 
at  leaft  before  the  chriftian  era ".  Some  fuppofe  that  he  was 
one  of  the  feventy,  or  feptuagint,  interpreters  of  the  bible 
under  the  reign  of  Ptolomy  Philadelphus.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  Ezekiel  compofed  this  play  after  the  deftruftion  of 
Jerufalem,  and  even  in  the  time  of  Barocbas,  as  a  political 
fpeftacle,  with  a  view  to  animate  his  dejefted  countrymen 
with  the  hopes  of  a  future  deliverance  from  their  captivity 
under  the  conduft  o/  a  new  Mofes,  like  that  from  the  Egyp- 
tian fervitude''.  Whether  a  theatre  fubfifted  among  the 
Jews,  who  by  their  peculiar  fituation  and  circumftances  were 
prevented  from  keeping  pace  with  their  neighbours  in  the 
culture  of  the  focial  and  elegant  arts,  is  a  curious  fpeculation. 
It  feems  moft  probable,  on  the  whole,  that  this  drama  was 
compofed  in  imitation  of  the  Grecian  ftage,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  fecond  century,  after  the  Jews  had  been  difperfed,  and 
intermixed  with  other  nations. 

Boileau  feems  to  think,  that  the  antient  Pilgrimages 
introduced  thefe  facred  exhibitions  into  France. 

Chez  nos  devots  ayeux  le  theatre  abhorre 

Put  long-tems  dans  la  France  une  plaifir  ignore. 

De  Pelerins,  dit  on,  une  troupe  grofliere 

En  public  a  Paris  y  monta  la  premiere  j 

Et  fotement  zelee  en  fa  fimplicite, 

loua  les  Saint6>  la  Vierge,  et  Dieu,  par  piete. 

Le  Savoir,  a  la  fin,  diflipant  V  Ignorance, 

Fit  voir  de  ce  projet  la  devote  imprudence : 

On  chafla  ces  dofteurs  prechant  fans  miflion. 

On  vit  renaitre  Hedlor,  Andromaque,  Ilion  '.* 

<  See  Scaliger,  ad  Eusib.  p.  40t.  ^  See  Le  Moyne,  Obs.  ad  Var.  Sacr. 

"  Dbmovstrat.  Evangelic,  p.  99.      torn.  i.  pag.  336. 

'  Art.  Po£t«  cant.  iii.  ^i. 

The 
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.  The  authority  to  which  Boilcau  alludes  in  thefe  nervous 
and  elegant  verfes  is  Meneftiier,  an  intelligent  French  anti- 
quary ^  The  pilgrims  who  returned  from  Jerufalem,  faint 
James  of  Compoftella,  faint  Baume  of  Provence,  faint  Reine, 
Mount  faint  Michael,  Notre  dame  du  Puy,  and  other  places 
eft^emed  holy,  compofed  fongs  on  their  adventures  j  inter- 
mixing recitals  of  paffages  in  the  life  of  Chrift,  defcriptions 
of  his  crucifixion,  of  the  day  of  judgement,  of  miracles, 
and  martyrdoms.  To  thefe  tales,  which  were  recommended 
J>y  a  pathetic  chant  and  a  variety  of  gefticulations,  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  multitude  gave  the  name  of  Vifions.  Thefe 
pious  itinerants  travelled  in  companies  5  and  taking  their 
ftations  in  the  moft  pubKc  ftreets,  and  finging  with  their 
ftaves  in  their  hands,  and  their  hats  and  mantles  fantaftically 
adorned  with  fhells  and  emblems  painted  in  various  colours, 
formed  a  fort  of  theatrical  fpeftacle.  At  length  their  per- 
fbrmatices  excited  the  charity  and  compaffion  of  fome  citi- 
zens of  Paris  j  who  ercdled  a  theatre,  in  which  they  might 
exhibit  their  religious  ftories  in  a  more  commodious  and 
advantageous  manner,  with  the  addition  of  fcenery  and  other 
decorations.  At  length  profefTed  practitioners  in  the  hiftrionic 
art  were  hired  to  perform  thefe  folemn  mockeries  of  religion, 
which  foon  became  the  principal  public  amufement  of  a 
devout  but  undifcerning  people. 

To  thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  contemplate  the  great 
picture  of  human  follies,  which  the  unpoliftied  ages  of  Eu- 
rope hold  up  to  our  view,  it  will  not  appear  furprifing,  that 
the  people,  who  were  forbidden  to  read  the  events  of  the 
facred  hiftory  in  the  bible,  in  which  they  were  faithfully  and 
beautifully  related,  Ihould  at  the  fame  time  be  permitted  to 
fee  them  reprefented  on  the  ftage,  difgraced  with  the  groffeft 
improprieties^   corrupted  with  inventions  and  additions  of 

y  Dci  ReprcTent.  en  Mvsiqjtk.  p.  153.  fe^. 

the 
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the  moft  ridiculous  kind,  fullicd  with  impurities,  and  cx- 
preffed  in  the  language  and  gefticulations  of  the  lowed  farce. 

On  the  whole,  the  Mysteries  appear  to  have  originated 
among  the  ecclefiaftics ;  and  were  moft  probably  firft  a6ted, 
at  lead  with  any  degree  of  form,  by  the  monks.  This  was 
certainly  the  cafe  in  the  Englifh  monafteries  *.  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned  the  play  of  faint  Catharine,  performed  at 
Dunftable  abbey  by  the  novices  in  the  eleventh  century, 
under  the  fuperintendence  of  GeofFry  a  Parifian  ecclefiaftic  : 
and  the  exhibition  of  the  Passion,  by  the  mendicant  friers  of 
Coventry  and  other  places.  Inftances  have  been  given  of 
the  like  practice  among  the  French  \  The  only  perfons  who 
could  read  were  in  the  religious  focieties :  and  various  other 
circumftances,  peculiarly  arifing  from  their  fituation,  pro- 
fefljon,  and  inftitution,  enabled  the  monks  to  be  the  fole 
performers  of  thefe  reprefentations. 

As  learning  encreafed,  and  was  more  widely  dilTeminatcd 
from  the  monafteries,  by  a  natural  and  eafy  tranlition,  the 
praftice  migrated  to  fchools  and  univerfities,  which  were 
formed  on  the  monaftic  plan,  and  in  many  refpefts  refembled 
the  ccclcfiaftical  bodies.  Hence  a  paflage  in  Shakefpeare's 
Hamlet  is  to  be  explained ;  where  Hamlet  fays  to  Polonius, 
"  My  lord,  you  played  once  in  the  University,  you  fay.'* 
Polonius  anfwers,  "  That  I  did,  my  Lord,  and  was  account-* 
"  ed  a  good  aifor.  —  I  did  ena^f  JuVms  Cefar,  I  was  killed 
•*  i'  th'  capitol  \"  Boulay  obferves,  that  it  was  a  cuftom,  not 
only  ftill  fubfifting,  but  of  very  high  antiquity,   vetuftiffima 

*  la  fomc  legulatlons  given  by  cardinal  way,  Mimic  us  might  alfo  literally  be  coa* 

Wolfey,  to  the  monafteries  of  the  canons  ftnied  a  player,  according  to  JonfoAyEFXc.. 

legnlar  of  St.  Au(tin»  in  the  year  1 5 19,  the  195. 

brothers  arc  forbidden  to  be  lusoris  Aut  _     p^^  ^   ^. 

MIMIC.,  player,  or  mimic*.    Dngd.  Mo-  ^^  ^,,4  M^my.^nd  in  tte  fit 

Baft.  I..  j68.    But  the  prohibition  means.  of  m  i  m  i  c  r  v  gett  th'opinion  of  a  wit. 

that  the  monks  mould  not  go  abroad  to  &            r 

exercife  thefe  arts  in  a  fecular  and  mcrce-  *  See  fupra,  vol.  i.  246. 

nary  capacity.   See  Annal.  Bvutoken-  ^  Act.  iii.  fc.  5. 
sEs»  p.  437.  fupra  citato  p.  205.    By  the 

€onfuetudai 
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€(mfuetudoy  to  aft  tragedies  and  comedies  in  the  univerfity  of 
Paris  \  He  cites  a  ftatute  of  the  college  of  Navarre  at  Paris; 
dated  in  the  year  13 15^  prohibiting  the  fcholars  to  perform 
any  immodeft  play  on  the  feftivals  of  faint  Nicholas  and 
faint  Catharine.  *•  In  feflis  fanSti  Nicolai  ef  beata  Catharina 
^^  nullum  ludum  inboneflum  fact  ant  ^T  Reuchlin,  one  of  the 
German  claffics  at  the  reftoration  of  antient  literature,  was 
the  firft  writer  and  aftor  of  Latin  plays  in  the  academies  of 
Germany.  He  is  faid  to  have  opened  a  theatre  at  Heidel- 
berg J  in  which  'he  brought  ingenuous  youths  or  boys  on  the 
ftage,  in  the  year  1498'.  In  the  prologue  to  one  of  his 
comedies,  written  in  trimeter  iambics,  and  printed  in  1516, 
are  the  following  lines. 

Optans  poeta  placere  paucis  verfihuSt 
S/it  ejji  adeptum  glcnia  arlntratus  §f , 
Si  autore  fe  Germania  Schola  luferit 
Graecanicis  et  Romukis  lusibij^. 

The  jirft  of  Reuchlin's  Latin  plays,  feems  to  be  one  entitk4i 
Sergius,  seu  capitis  caput,  comoedia,  a  fatire  on  bai 
Icings  or  bad  minifters,  and  printed  in  1508  ^  He  caHs  it 
his  primicite.  It  confifts  of  three  a^s,  and  is  profcfledlf 
written  in  imitation  of  Terence.  But  the  author  promifes, 
if  this  attempt  Hiould  pleafe,  that  he  will  write  integras 

«  Hist.  Uitit.  Paris,  torn.  ii.  p.  226.  pettier  mentions  an  indecent  fpoity  caDeil 

See  alfo his  Hiilory  De  Patronis  quatuor  Na^  le  Vi«« li,  celebrated  in  the  ftreeti  go  the 

tionum^  edit.  1 662.  feaft  of  St.  Nicholas,  by  the  vicar  and  other 

^  Hist.  Univ.  Paris,  torn.  iv.  p.  93.  choral   oftcers    of  a    collegiate  church. 

Saint  Nicholas  was  the  patron  of  fcholars.  Suppl.  Du  Gang.  Lat.  Gloss,  in  V.  torn. 

Hence  at  Eton  college  faint  Nicholas  has  a  iii.  p»  1178. 

doable  feaft.  The  celebrity  of  theBoy-bilhop  ^  **  Nunqaam  ante  ipiius  aetafieni  Comae* 

•began  on  St. Nicholas's  day.     In  a  fra?-  "  dia  in  Germanorum  fcholis  ada  foit^  &c." 

ment  of  the  cellarer'a  Computus  of  Hyae  G.  Lizelii  Histor.  PoeTinR.  German, 

abbey  near  Wincbefter,  A.  D.  1397.  *^  Pro  Francof.  et  Leipf.  1730.  lamo.  p.  11. 

"  epulis  PuBRi  CBLBBRANTis  in  fefb  S.  '  Phorcae.  410.    It  is  pnbliihed  with  0 

Nidiolai."  That  is  the  Cfaorifter  celebra-  glofi  by  Simkrui  his  ScboUn 
tingmafs.    MSS.  Wnlvef.  Winton.    Car- 

COMEDIASi 
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CoMEDiAS,  that  is  comedies  of  five  afls  ^    I  give  a  few  line» 
from  the  Prologue  \ 

Si  unquam  tulijlis  adjocum  veftros  pedes^ 
Autji  ret  cures  prabuijlis  ludicra^ 
In  hoc  nova,  obfecro^  poeta  fabula^' 
Dignemtni  attentiores  ejfe  quam  antea  ; 
Non  bic  erit  lafcivia  cut  libidini 
Meretriciay  aut  triftifenum  curet  locus, 
Sid  hiftrionum  exercitus  etfcommata. 

For  Reuchlin's  other  pieces  of  a  like  nature,  the  curious 
Ireader  is  referred  to  a  very  rare  volume  in  quarto,  Pro- 

GYMNASMATA    SCENICA,   feu  LUDICRA  PR^EXERCITAMENTA 

varii  generis.  Per  Joannem  Bergman  de  Olpe,  1498.  An  old 
biographer  affirms,  that  Conradus  Celtes  was  the  firft  who 
introduced  into  Germany  the  fafhion  of  afting  tragedies  and 
comedies  in  public  halls,  after  the  manner  of  the  antients. 
**  Primus  comcedias  et  tragcedias  in  publicis  aulis  veterum  more 
^  egit  */'  Not  to  enter  into  a  controverfy  concerning  the 
priority  of  thefe  two  obfcure  theatrical  authors,  which  may 
be  fufficiently  decided  for  our  prefent  fatisfaftion  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  they  were  certainly  cotemporaries  5  about  the  year 
1500^  Celtes  wrote  a  play,  or  mafque,  called  the  Play  of 
Diana,  prefented  by  a  literary  fociety,  or  feminary  of  fcho- 
lars,  before  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  his  court.  It  was 
printed  in  1502,  at  Nuremberg,  with  this  title,  *'  Jncipit 
**  LuDUS  Dyan-«,  coram  Maximiliano  rege^  per  Sodalitatem 
"  Litterariam  Damulianam  in  Linzio^"     It  confifts  of  the 

I  Fol.  %•  '  **  Aula  praBtoiia»  ubi  publica  nvftl* 

^  Fol.  ir«  **   ARUM  ET  CHORIARUM  SPECTACULA 

.     *  ViROR.  ILLU8TR.  ViTJl,  Ike.  pub-  •*  cckbrantUT,  hyftoriis  et  ymaguubas  imr 

filhed  by  Fifchardus,  Francof.  1536.  410.  *<  peratorom  et  regum  noftroruxn  depifta." 

p.  ,8.  b.    Celtet  him&If  fays,  in  his  I)b-  Cap.  x. 

scRiPTio  Urbis  NoRiNBBRGA,  Written  ^  See  Conradi  Celtis  Amorbs,  Noringh» 

about  1500,  that  in  the  city  there  was  an  1502.  4to.  ad  calc.  Sigkat»  q. 

iambicj^ 
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iambic,  hexameter,  and  elegiac  meafures ;'  and  has  five  a£ls, 
but  is  contained  in  eight  quarto  pages.     The  plot,  if  any,  is 
entirely  a  compliment  to  the  emperor;, and  the  perfonages, 
twenty-four  in  number,    among  which  was  the  poet,   are 
Mercury,  Diana,  Bacchus,  Silenus  drunk  on  his  afs.  Satyrs, 
Nymphs,    and   Bacchanalians.      Mercury,    fent  by  Diana, 
fpeaks  the  Prologue.    In  the  middle  of  the  third  aft,  the 
emperor  places  a  crown  of  laurel  on  the  poet's  head :  at  the 
conclufion  of  which  ceremony,  the  chorus  fmgs  a  panegyric 
in  verfe  to  the  emperor.     At  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  aft,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  a  German  fhew,  the  imperial  butlers  re* 
frefh  the  performers  with  wine  out  of  golden  goblets,  with 
a  fymphony  of  horns  and  drums :  and  at  the  end  of  the 
play,  they  are  invited  by  his  majefty  to  a  fumptuous  banquet  *. 
It  is  more  generally  known,  that  the  praftice  of  afting 
Latin  plays  in  the  colleges  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  con- 
tinued to  Cromwell's  ufurpation.    The  oldeft^  notice  I  can 
recover  of  this  fort  of  fpeftacle  in  an  Englifh  univerfity,  is 
in  the  fragment  of  an  antient  accompt-roU  of  the  diffolved 
college  of  MichaeUhoufe  in  Cambridge :  in  which,  under  the 
year  1386,  the  following  expence  is  entered.     "  Pro  ly  palli9 
**  brufdato  etprofex  larvis  et  barbis  in  comediaJ'  That  is,  for  an 
embroidered  pall,  or  cloak,  and  fix  vifors  and  fix  beards,  for 
the  comedy  ".    In  the  year  1 544,  a  Latin  comedy,  called  Pam- 
MACHius,  was  afted  at  Chrift's  college  in  Cambridge:  which 
was  laid  before  the  privy  council  by  bifljop  Gardiner,  chan- 
cellor of  the  univerfity,   as  a  dangerous  libel,   containing 

I  In  the  colleges  of  tke  Jefiiits  in  Italy  edit.  Fabric.  Lubec.  1747.410.    Riccoboni 

this  was  a  oonAant  practice  in  modern  times.  relates,  that  he  raw»  in  the  Jefliit^s  college 

Denina  fays,  that  Either  Granelli's  three  «t  Prague,  a  latin  play  a^ed  by  the  fto- 

beft  tragecbes  were  written,  for  this  purpofe,  dents,  on  the  Tubjcd  of  Lutherfs  herefy  ^ 

between  1729,  and  1731.  ch.  ▼.  ^  9.   The  and  the  ridicule  confiOxd  in  bringing  L«- 

Cragedies  of  Petaviiis,  Bemardinos  and  Ste-  ther  on  the  ftage,  with  a  bible  in  his  hand; 

phonius,  all  Jefuits,  feem  intended  for  this  quoting  chapter  and  verfe  in  defence  of  the 

pfe.   See  Morhoff,  Polyhist.  LiTERAa.  reformation. 
Ub.  vii.  cap.  iii.  torn.  i.  15.  pag.  1069.  «  Inter  M8S.  Rawlinf.  Bibl.  Bodl.  Qxon. 

Vol.  II.  C  c  c  many 
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many  offenfive  reflcflions  on  the  papiftic  ceremonies  yet  un- 
aboliftied".  The  comedy  of  Gammar  Gurton*s  Needle 
was  afted  in  the  fame  fociety  about  the  year  1552.  In  aa 
original  draught  of  the  ftatutes  of  Trinity  college  at  Cam- 
bridge, founded  in  1546,  one  of  the  chapters  is  entitfed^ 
I>€  PrafeSta  Ludarum  qui  imperator  dieitury  under  whofc 
idire6lk>n  and  authority,  Latin  comedies  and  tragedies  are  to 
be  exhibited  in  the  hall  at  Chriftmas;  as  alfb  Sex  specta* 
COtA,  or  as  many  dialogues.  Another  title  to  this  ftatutc, 
which  feems  to  be  fubftituted  by  another  and  a  mcw^  modem 
hand,  i^j  De  Cemediis  ludifque  in  nataK  Cbrijii  exbidendis.  With, 
tegard  to  the  peculiar  bufinefs  and  office  of  Imperator,  it  is. 
ordered,  that  one  of  the  matters  of  arts  (hall  be  placed  over 
the  juniors,  every  Chriftmaa,  for  the  regulation  of  their 
games  and  £verfi(His  at  that  feafon  of  fcftivity.  At  the: 
fiktat  tis&e,  he  is  to  govern  the  whole  fociety  in  the  hall  and 
Chapel,  as  &  republic  committed  to  his  fpecial  charge,  by  a  fet 
erf  laws,  which  he  is  to  frame  in  Latin  or  Greek  vcrfe.  His 
fovereignty  is  to  laft  during  the  twelve  days  of  Chriftmas^ 
and  he  is  to  excrcife  the  fame  power  oa  Candlemas-day,. 
During  this  period,  heis  to  fee  that  fix  Spectacles  or  Dia- 
toouEs  be  prefented.    His  fee  is  forty  fhillingsV    Probably 


^  MSS.  Coll.  C^C.Cant.  Catal-Na- 
feitM.  }f.  9a.  ThU-  mode  of  attack  was 
feldom  returned  by  the  oppoike  imrqr :  die 
cUfhoIi^  worship,  fouftded  on  ienfibfe  re- 
M(bttBtiDm».  afforded  a  muck  better  luid 
fer  ridicule,  than  the  religion  of  Ibme  of 
§c£ks  of  the  reformers,  which  was  of  a  more 
fim^  ddd  fpirituaT  Mture.  But  I  fay  fhit 
•f  the  infiiftcj  of  our  lUje.  Iv  the  sext 
centurf »  fiuiaticUm  iws-  brought  apoA  the 
EAgtiA  Itkfit  wkh  gmc  (motf^  wAen  ^ 
lUbed  ikMii»dr»  had  kKrodneed  hvmoiir  iii>- 
ft  Minedyi  afid  tharader  had  uken  pkoe 
§f  foe^lacfe.  Theft  are»>  however^  two 
Englilh  interludes,  one  of  the  re^  of 
Henry  .&e  eighth,  odled  Eviry  Man, 
the  other  of  that  of  Edward  the  fixthi  call- 


od  Lu'srr  JuvtNTus,  written  by  IL 
WeeviT :.  ihe  former  deftnda,  and  die  hit- 
ter attacks,  the  tkuKk  of  KtAtL 

*  This  article  is  (buck  out  fixMn  caf« 
xxiv.  v.  S5.  MSS.  RMlinll  Nua.  t^^ 
Only  thiat  part  of  the  ftatute  is  retained,  m* 
vila'di*CcmtMis  and  Tragtdies  are  ordered, 
to  be  aatd^  TlMfe  aic  tt  be  writttn,  or 
j^ther  e3chibe»!d;iy  tkrnkwr  kautu»i>  Tlife> 
ftnior  Icfturer  is  to  puidMr  OMT:  tki  drik. 
echers-aie  chai^  with  foor  mom.  A  m* 
of  ten  (billings  is-impoMl  for  theonMoii' 
ofeadhkiterliide«.  AnocfcO' datffe  is  cbeft^ 
ftruck  oat,  whick  linits  tke  &iMftb«ref  file 
piays  to.tHUs,  if  tirx  tmmii  ixpjmi 


.  the 
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the  conftitution  of  this  officer,  in  other  words,  a.  Majkr 
of  the  Revelsy  gave  a  hititude  to  fome  licentious  enormities, 
incompatible  with  the  decorum  of  a  houfe  of  learning  zxti 
refi^on  5  and  it  was  found  neccflfary  to  refkrain  thcfe  Ghrift- 
mas  celebrities  to  amore  ratioiial  and  fbber  plan.  TheSpxc- 
TACULA  alfo,  and  Dialogues,  originally  appointed,  were 
growing  obfolcte  when  the  fubftitution  was  made,  and  wc» 
giving  way  to  more  regular  Feprefentations.  I  believe  theft 
ftatutes  were  reformed  by  q^aeen  Elizabeth's  vifitors  of  the 
tmiverfity  of  Camhridge,  under  the  conduft  of  archbifliop 
Parker,  in  the  year  J  573.  John  Dee,  the  famous  occult 
philofc^her,  one  of  the  firft  fellows  of  this  noble  fociety, 
acquaints  us,  that  hy  his  advice  and  endeavours,  Jboth  here, 
«nd  in  other  colleges  at  Cambridge,  this  mafter  of  the 
Chriftmas  plays  was  firfl:  named  and  cm^meJ  and  Empsjior. 
**^  Hie  firft  was  Mr.  John  Dun,  a  very  goodly -man  of  perfon^ 
^  habit,  and  complexion,  and  well  teamed  aUb '."  He  alfo 
further  informs  us,  little  thinking  how  iimportarit  luBii9ytJb 
attests  and  exploits  fcholaftical  would  appear  to  futui:e  ages, 
that  in  the  rcfc6toiy  of  the  college,  in  the  charaifter  idf 
Greek  lefturer,  he  exhibited,  before  the  whtrfe  aniverfity^ 
the  E/fi)V>i,  or  Pax,  of  Ariftophanes,  accompanied  with  a 
.piece  cJ  machinery,  for  which  he  was  taken  f or  la  tronjuror : 
^*  with  the  performance  of  the  fcarabeus  his  flying  *ip  to 
"  Jupiter's  palace,  with  a  man,  and  his  bafkct  of  viftuals, 
*'  on  her  back :  whereat  was  great  vwnderin^^  and  many  twrm 
**  reports  fpread  abroad,  of  the  means  how  that  was  cfFeded^r 
The  tragedy  of  Jepthah,  from  the  eleventh  chapter  of  the 
t)o6k  of  Judges,  written  both  in  Latin  and  Greek,  and  de- 
dicated to  Jung  Henry  the  eighth,  about  the  year  1546,  by  a 
:vcry  grave  ahd  learnai  divine,  John  Chriftopherfon,  another 

4»  •CaMPtMDioui   RsHBAtsALL  of      GlailtfHenils  CuB.ON. ^dicHeamCy  Oxoh« 
John  Dbe»  Sec,  written  by  himfelf,  A.  P.       1726. 
1592,  eh*  i.  p*  501.  502.    Append.  J.     ,     ^  Ibid.  j>.^5a2. 
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of  the  firft  fellows  of  Trinity  college  in  Cambridge,  after-- 
wards  mafter,  dean  of  Norwich,  and  bifhop  of  Chicheftcr, 
was  moft  probably  compofed  as  a  Chrif(knas-play  for  tlie 
fame  fbciety.   It  is  to  be  noted,  that  this  play  is  on  a  religious 
fubjeft'..   Roger  Alcham,  while  on  his  travels  in  Flanders, 
fays  in  one  of  his  Epiftles>  written  about  1550,  that  the  city 
o£  Antwerp  as  much  exceeds  all  other  cities,  as  the  refedtory 
of  faint  John's  college  in  Cambridge  exceeds  itfelf,  when  fur- 
niihed  at  Chriilmas  with  its  theatrical  apparatus  for  a£ting 
plays*.     Or,   in  his  own  words,   "  ^emadmoium  aula  Jo^ 
"  bannisy   theatrali    more   ornata,  feipfam  fojl  Natalem  Jupe^ 
^\  rat\'"    In  an  audit-book  of  Trinity  college  in  Oxford, 
I  think  for  the  year  1559, 1  find  the  following  difburfements 
relating  to  this  fubjeft.     "  Pro  apparatu  in  comoedia  Andrice^ 
"  viil.  ix  s.  iv  d.     Fro  prandio  Principis  Natalicii  eodem  tem^ 
pore^  xiii  s.  ix  d.     Pro  refeffione  prafeSlorum  et  doBorum  maps 
illufirium  cum  Burfariis  prandentium  tempore  comoedia^  ivL 
viid."    That  is.  For  dreffes  and  fcenes  in  afiking  Terence's 
Andria,  for  the  dinner  of  the  Christmas  Prince,  and  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  heads  of  the  colleges  and.  the  moA 
eminent  doctors  dining  with  the  burfars  or  treafurers,  at  the 
time  of  afting  the  comedy,  twelve  pounds,  three  (hillings, 
and  eight  pence.    A  Christmas  prince,  or  lord  of  mis- 
rule, correfponding  to  the  Imperator  at  Cambridge  juft 
mentioned,  was  a  common  temporary  magiflrate  in  the  col- 
leges at  Oxford  v  but  at  Cambridge^  they  were  cenfured  in 
the  ferjnonS  of  the  puritans^^  in  the  reign  of  James  the  firft, 

'  Bachanan  has  a  tingedy  ontBis  fubjea»  Students  of  CJuift-chnrdi^  Oxford,  whidi 

wdtini  in  1 S54*    Hamlet  ieems  to  be  quo-  probably  was  adled  in  the  refoClory  there, 

ting  an  old  play,  at  leail  an  old  (wi%^  on  It  is  dedicated  to  the  dean,  dodor  BJchaad 

Jepthah'i  ftory,  Haml.  Act  ii.  Sc.  7.  Cox,  andwas  fuinted,.Cdlon.  1548.  Svo. 

There  is  an  It^an  tragedy  on  this  fubje^^  This  play  coincided  with  his  plan  of  a  rhe- 

\pf  Benedi6l  Capuano,  a  monk  of  Cafino.  toric  lecture,  which  he  had  lett  up  in  jthe 

Florent.  1587.  4to.  college. 

•  There  is  a  latin  tragedy,  AacHipao-  <  Afchami  Efi^tol.  p.  126.  b.  Loud* 

9  HIT  A, /f//  Johannes  Baptifta^  written  in  1581. 
15^7,  by  Nicolas  GrimaM^  one  of  the  firH    .  \ 

as 


cc 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  38^ 

^s  a  relic  of  the  pagan  ritual  *.  The  laft  article  of  this  diC- 
burfement  (hews^  that  the  moft  refpe6lable  company  in  the 
univerTity  were  rftvited  on  thefe  occaiions.  At  length  our 
Hniverfities  adopted  the  reprefcntation  of  plays,  in  which 
the  fcholars  by  frequent  exercife  had  undoubtedly  attained 
a  confiderable  degree  of  ikill  and  addrefs,  as  a  part  of  (he 
entertainment  at  the  reception  of  princes  and  other  eminent 
perfonages.  In  the  year  1566,  queen  Elizabeth  vidted  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford.  In  the  magnificent  hall  of  the  college 
of  Chrifl  Church>  fhc  was  entertained  with  a  Latin  comedy 


»  Fuller,  Ch.  Hist.  Hift.  of  Cwnbridgc, 
p.  150.  edit.  1655.  Sec  Observat.  on 
Spenier,  ii.  211.  In  the  court  of  king  Ed-  . 
ward  the  fixth,  George  Ferrers,  a  lawyer, 
poet,  and  hiftorian,  bore  this  office  at 
Greenwich,  all  the  twelve  days  of  chrift- 
mas.  in  1552.  **  Who  fo  fUafantly  and 
"  nuifely  behaved  himfelf,  that  the  king 
*^  had  great  delight  in  his  Pastimi».  ' 
StoweU  Chron.  p.  632.  Hollingihead 
fiys,  that  "  being  of  better  credit  and  efti- 
**  mation  than  oommonlie  his  predeceflbrs 
<<  had  beene  before,  he  received  all  his 
"*  commiffioQS  and  warrants  by  the  name  of 
**  the  Maister  ^OF  the  kino's  pas- 
«*  times.  Which  gentleman  fo  well  fup- 
'^  plied  his  office,  both  in  (hew  of  fundrie 
^*  fights  and  dt^H€s  of  rare  inventions,  and 
'*  in  aA  of  divers  interludes,  and  mat- 
^'  ters  of  paftinie  plated  by  ftrfins^  as  not 
<'  onlie  iatisfied  the  common  fort,  but  al- 
'<  fo  were  verie  well  liked  and  allowed  by 
^*  the  couNCBLL,  and  others  KAfltill  in  the 
/<  like  PASTIMES,  &c."  Chron.  iii.  p. 
1067.  col.  2.  10.  The  appointment  of  10 
dextrous  and  refpedable  an  officer  to  this 
department;  was  a  llroke  of  policy ;  and  done 
with  a  defign  to  give  the  court  popularity, 
and  to  divert  the  mind  of  the  young  king, 
on  the  condenmation  of  Somerfet. 

In  fome  great  femilies  this  officer  was  call- 
ed the  A9B0T  OP  MISRULE.  In  Scot- 
l^d,  where  the  reformation  took  a  more 
ievere  and  gloonl^y  turn,  thefe  and  other 
feftive  chambers  were  thought  worthy  to  be 
fupprefTed  by  the  legidature.  See  PX^l» 
vi.  of  ^uccnMary  of  Scotland,  1555.  "  It 


"  is  ilatute  and  ordained,  that  in  all  timea 
^*  cumming,  na  maner  of  perfon  be  chofea 
*^  Robert  Hude  nor  Little  John^ 
'*  Abbot  6f  Un-reason,  Qveenis  of 
"  May,  nor  utherwife,  nother  in  burgh^ 
**  nor  to  landwart,  [in  the  country,]  in  onie 
**  time  to  cum."  hti^  this  under  very  fe« 
vere  penalties,  viz.  In  burghs,  to  the  cha- 
fers of  fvch  charaders,  lofs  of  Freedom^ 
with  other  puniffimehts  at  the  queen's  plea- 
fnre :  and  thofe  who  accepted  fuch  offices 
were  to  be  baniihed  the  realm.  In  the 
country,  the  chufers  forfeited  ten  pounds^, 
with  an  arbitrary  imprifonment.  **  And 
V  gif  onie  women  or  other  about  fumiaer 
^'  hees  [hies,  goes,]  fingand  [fine 


*'  thorow  Bttnt>wes  and  nthers  Landward 
**  tounes,  the  women  •  •  •..  fall  be  taken, 
«<  handled,  and  put  upon  the  cuck-ftules, 
«<  &c."  See  Notes  to  the  Percy  Hovs^. 
HOLi>-BooK.  p.  441.  Voltaire  favs,  that 
iince  the  Reformation,  for  two  hundred 
years  there  has  not  beoi  a  fiddle  heard  in 
fome  of  the  cantons  of  Switzeiland. 

In  the  French  towns  there  waiL'AfeBB 
DE  LiBssE,  who  in  many  towns  was 
elefled  from  the  burseifes  by  the  magi- 
Arates,  and  was  the  SutfXoit  of  all'  their 
public  fliews.  .  Among  his  numerous,  mockr 
officers  were  a  herald,  and  a  Maitre  d^Uor 
uL  In  the  city  of  Auxerce  he  was 
e(becially  concerned  to  fupeiintrnd  the  play 
which  was  annually  adled  on  Quinquagefi- 
ma  Sunday.  Carp^ntier,  Svppl.  Uloss* 
Lat.  Du,  Cange,.tom.  i.  p.  7.  V.  Aebas 
LiETiTi-K.       See  alfo,    ibid.  V.  Cha- 

RAVARITVM,  p.  923. 
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called  Marcus  Geminus,  the  Latin  tragedy  of  Progne, 
and  an  Englifli  comedy  on  the  ftory  of  Chaucer's  Palamon 
AND  Arcitd,  all  afted  by  the  ftudents  of  the  univcrfity* 
The  queen's  obfervations  on  the  perfons  of  the  laft  men- 
tioned piece,  defcrve  notice :  as  they  are  at  once  a  curioua 
pi£lure  of  the  romantic  pedantry  of  the  times,  and  of  the 
^hara^teriftical  turn  and  predominant  propeniities  of  the 
<iueen*s  mind.  When  the  play  was  over,  fhe  fummoned  the 
poet  into  her  prcfence,  whom  ihe  loaded  with  thanks  and 
compliments:  and  at  the  fame  time  turning  to  her  levee, 
remarked,  that  Palamon  was  fo  juftly  drawn  as  a  lover,  that 
he  certainty  tnuft  have  b6eti  in  love  indeed  :  that  Arcite  was 
a  right  martial  knight^  having  afivart  and  manly  countenance^  yet 
with  the  afpeft  of  a  Venus  clad  in  armour:  that  the  lovely 
Emilia  was  a  virgin  of  uncorrupted  purity  and  unblemiihed 
fimplicity,  and  that  although  flie  fung  fo  fweetly,  and  ga* 
thered  flowers  alone  in  the  garden,  ihe  preferved  t^r  chaftity 
undeflowered.  The  part  of  Emilia,  the  only  female  part  in 
the  play,  was  aded  1^  a  boy  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  a  Ion 
of  the  dean  of  Chrift-Chtifch,  habited  like  a  young  princefs; 
whofe  peiformance  fo  captivated  her  majefty,  that  fhe  gave 
him  a  prefent  of  eight  guineas  \  During  the  exhibition  a 
cry  of  hounds,  belonging  to  Thefeus,  was  counterfeited 
Hvithoutt  in  the  igreat  £|uare  of  the  college:  the  young 
fludents  thotight  it  a  real  chace,  and  were  feized  v^rith  a 
fudden  tranfport  to  join  the  hunters ;  at  which  the  queen 
cried  out  from  her  box,  ^*  O  excellent !  Thefe  boys,  in  ycry 
^[  troth,  are  ready  to  leap  out  of  the  windows  to  follow  the 

^Thisyoutli  had  before -beep  introdooed  begged  bim  to  lepeat  his  ele|;ant  perfor- 

10  die  qoeen's  nodce,  in^herprivy  chamber  nance.    By  Wood  he  is  called,  /nmm^ 

at  her  lodgings  at  Chrift-Chnroi ;  where  fftlpur.    Hist.  Antk^Ukiv.  Oxon. 

heialated  her  in  a  (hoit  Latin  oradda  with  lib.  i.  p.  287.  col.  a.     See'aKb  Athev. 

Ibme  Greek  verfes,  with  which  ihe  was  fo  OxoR.i.  1^2.    And  Peck's  D^$i>;  Co- 

pleafedy  that  (he  called  in  fecretary  Cecill,  aios.  vol.  u.  lib.  viL  Niim.'xviiL  p.  46. 

and  encouraging  the  boy's  modefty  with  feq. 
xnany  coBipUnenu   and    kind   fpeechcs, 

«  hounds!" 


ENGLISH      POETRY.  383: 

•^  hounds*!"  In  the  year  1564,  queen  Elizabeth  honoured 
the  unlverfity  of  Cambridge  with  a  royal  vifit^.  Here  flie 
was  preicnt  at  the  exhibition  of  the  A^lularja  of  Plautus, 
and  the  tragedies  of  Dido^  and  of  Hezekiah,  in  Englifti : 
which  were  played  in  the  body,  or  nave,  of  the  chapel  of 
King's  college,  on  a  ftagc  extended  from  fide  to  fide,  by  a 
feleft  company  of  fcholars,  chofert  from  different  colleges  at 
the  difcretion  of  five  jloftors,  "  efpecially  appointed  to  fet 
^  forth  fuch  plays  as  ftiould  be  exhibited  before  her  grace  •/' 
The  chapel,  on  this  occafion,  was  lifted  by  the  royal 
guards  s  each  of  whom  bore  a  ftaff-tcorch  in  his  hand  \  Her 
majefty's  patience  was  ib  fatigued  by  the  fumptuous  parade 
€f  fhews  and  fpeecbes,  with  which  every  moment  was  oc- 
cupied, that  fhc  could  not  ilay  to  fee  the  Ajak  of  Sophocles* 
tn  Latin,  which  was  prepared.  Having  been  praifed  both  in 
Latin  and  Greek,  and  in  profe  and  verfe,  for  her  learning, 
and  her  chaftity,  and  having  received  more  compliments 
than  are  paid  to  any  of  Uie  paftdral  princefles  in  Sydney's 
Arcadia^  ihc  was^  happy  to  return  to  the  houfes  of  fome  of 
her  nobili^  in  the  nei^bourbood.  In  the  year  1583,  Al- 
bertus  de  Alafco^  a  Polifli  prince  Pals^ne,  arrived  at  Oxford  \. 
In  the  midfi:  ^f  a  medley  of  pithy  orations,  tedious  fermons, 
degrees,  dinners,  difputations,  philofophy,  and  fire- works, 
Jie  was  invited  to  ttie  comedy  of  the  Rivalbs  %  and  the 


*  Woodi  Atitenx.  OaeoN,  abi  fiSprw  caHed  the  CMnt' Palatine.  Act.  L  Sc.  i. 

y  For  a.  ininate  accounc  of  wluch,  ice  «  THk  wm  ia  Ladn,.  and  wrictea  hy 
Beckys  SisiD.  Cuaios.  ut  (u{^.  p.  25.  William  Gager,  admitted  a  ffodent  of 
Nmii.  ^  [MSS.BakeV.  vol.  x.  7037.  p.  Chrift-ChaKh  in  ijffa.  By  the  way,  ke 
I09.1ifrit.  MaT.l  The  writer  was  probably  is  ftyled  by  Wood^  the  beft  comedian  of 
N.  Robinfony  dbmeftic  chaplain  to  arch-  his  time,  that  is  dramatic  poet.  But  ke 
biihop  Parker,  afterwards  bifkoj^  of  Ban-  'wrote  only  Latin  p]ay«>  His  Latin  Ma- 
Mr.  See  Woody  At  HEN.  Oxon.  i.  coL  LEapEa'ivara^tod  atCkriiUCharchhefi^fe 
^6.  MS.  Baker,  ut  fapr.  p.  i8i.  And  lord  Leiceikr,  fir  Philip  Sydney,  and otkv 
Parker's  Ant.  Brit.  £cci/bs.  p.  14^  diAingmihodpaibns^in  isSi.ATic.Oxoif. 
ItfATH.  Vir fuit prudtm^  \ic.  edit.  L57a-3.  \»f*  ^6.    This  Oager  had  a  coatroverfy 

'  Peck,  utfupr.  p.  36.  39,  with  dodor  John  ^nolds,    prefident  of 

*  Peck,  ibid.  p.  36.  Coipus,  at  Oxford,  concerning  the  law- 
^  Supf  ofed  to  be  the  perfon  whom  Shake-  fidnefs  of  plays  :  which  produced  fhoip  the 

%)eare,.m  the  Mekchant  of  Venice^,  latter  a   pamphlet,   called   The  Over. 

THROv; 
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tragedy  of  Dibo,  which  were  prefentcd  in  Chrift-Church  hall 
by  fomc  of  the  fcholars  of  that  focicty,  and  of  faint 
John's  college.  In  the  latter  play,  Dido's  fupper,  and  the 
<leftru6lion  of  Troy,  were  reprefented  in  a  marchpane,  or 
rich  cake :  and  the  tempeft  which  drove  Dido  and  Eneas  to 
the  fame  cave,  was  counterfeited  by  a  fnow  of  fugar,  a  hail- 
dorm  of  comfits,  and  a  fhower  of  rofe- water*.  In  the 
year  1605,  king  James  the  firft  gratified  his  pedantry  by  a 
vifit  to  the  feme  univerfity  *.  He  was  prefent  at  three  plays 
in  Chrift-Church  hall :  which  he  feems  to  have  regarded  as 
childifti  amufements,  in  comparifon  of  the  more  folid  de- 
lights of  fcholaftic  argumentation.  Indeed,  if  we  confider 
this  monarch's  infatiable  thirft  of  profound  erudition,  we 
(hall  not  be  furprifed  to  find,  that  he  flept  at  thefe  theatrical 
performances,  and  that  he  fate  four  hours  every  morning 
and  afternoon  with  infinite  fatisfaftion,  to  hear  fyllogifins 
in  jurifprudence  and  theology.  The  firft  play,  during  this 
folemnity,  was  a  paftoral  comedy  called  Alba  :  in  which 
five  men,  almoft  naked,  appearing  on  the  ftage  as  part  of 
the  reprefentation,  gave  great  offence  to  the  qtieen  and  the 
maids  of  honour :  while  the  king,  whofe  delicacy  was  not 
ieafily  ihocked  at  other  times,  concurred  with  the  ladies,  and 
availing  himfelf  of  this  lucky  circumftance,  peevifhly  ex- 
prefled  his  wifhes  to  depart,  before  the  piece  was  half  finifh- 
cd'.  The  fecond  play  was  Vertumnus,  which  although 
learnedly  penned  in  Latin,  and  by  a  doftor  in  divinity,  could 
not  keep  the  king  awake,  who  was  wearied  in  confequence 
x>f  having  executed  the  office  of  moderator  all  that  day  at 

TBHOW  OP  Stage-flats,  &c.    Printed  '  Hollinfli.  Chuon.  iii.  ijcj. 

1C99.    GagePs  letter/  in  defence  of  his  ^SeePtsPAiiATiONs  at  OxvoRD»&e. 

playsy  and  of  the  ftadents  who  a6bed  in  Append.  Lbl a kdi  Coll.  rot.  ii.p.'6t6. 

them,  is  in  Bibl.  Coll.  Univ.  MSS.  J.  i8.  «^  ieq.  edit.  Lond.   1774.    '  [MSS.  Bakery 

It  appears  by  a  pamphlet  written  by  one  at  fupr.  Brit.  Muf.]  They  were  written  by 

W.  neale,  and  printed  at  Oxford  in  1609,  one  prefent. 

that  Gager  held  it  lawful,  in  a  public  A6t  of  <  Ibid.  p.  637. 
theimiverfityi  for  holbands  to  beat  their  wives* 

the 
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the  difputations  in  faint  Mary's  church «.  The  third  drama 
was  the  Ajax  of  Sophocles^  in  Latin,  at  which  the  ftagc 
was  varied  three  times**.  "  The  king  was  very  wearie  before 
"  he  came  thither,  but  muchi  more  wearied  by  it,  and  fpoke 
"  many  words  of  diflikc  *."  But  I  muft  not  omit,  that  as 
the  king  entered  the  city  from  Woodftock,  he  was  faluted  at 
the  gate  of  faint  John's  college  with  a  fhort  interlude,  which 
probably  fuggcftrf  a  hint  1-6  Shakefpeare  to  write  a  tragedy 
on  the  fubjedi:  of  Macbeth.  Three  youths  of  the  college,^ 
habited  like  witches,  advancing  towards  the  king,  declared 
they  were  the  fame  who  once  met  the  two  chiefs  of  Scotland; 
Macbeth  and  Bancho ;  prophefyiqg  a  kingdom  to  the  one»' 
and  to  the  other  a  generation'  of  monarchs :  that  they  now 
appeared,  a  fecond  time,  to  his  majefty,  who  was  defcended 
from  the  ftock  of  Bancho,  to  (hew  the  confirmation  of  that 
prediftion  \  Immediately  afterwards;  **  Thre^  young  youths; 
"  in  habit  and  attire  like  Nymphs,  confrcTnted  him,  rcpre- 
'<  fenting  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  j^  and  talking  dia« 
"  logue  wife,  each  to  the  other,  of  their  ftate,  at  laft  con- 
"  eluded,  yielding  themfelvcs  up  to  his  gracious  government  '.** 

(The  qaeen  was  not  prefent:  but  next  Mary^»  charch,  were dnefl/ccmdiifted  b^ 

morningy  with  her  ladies,  the  yoong  prince,  **  one  Mr^  Jones,  a  mat  traveUtr^  who 

and  gtSUmti  tonding  the  c^urt,  ihe  Taw  an  **  undertooke  to  furnim  them  with  rare  de« 

Englifh  pailoral,    by  Daniel,  called  A  a-  **  vices,  but  performed  very  little  to  thai 

CADiA    aEPoaifBD.   Ibid.  p.  642.     Al-  *^  which  was  expedled."     Ibid.  p.   646, 

though  the  anecdote  is  foreign  to  our  pur-  Notwithftanding  theie  flightiiie  expreffions^ 

pofe,  I(;annot  help  mentioning  the  reafon,,  it  i^  hic^y  probable  that  this  was  loiM 

why  the  quMi,  during  this  vint  to  Oxford,  ^  Jones,  afterwards  the  famous  anfhifed. '  He 

was  moi)e  pl^ed  to  near  the  Oration  of  was  now  but  thirty*  three  years  of  age,  anA 

die  profe/For  of  Greek,   than   the  king,  jud  returned  into  England.    He  was  the 

**  The  king  heard  him  willingly,  and  the  principal   Contriver  tor   the   mafques  at 

«  Queen  much  morei   becaufe,  ihe  fayd,  Whitehall.    Gerrard,   in   STaAproaof*f 

**  itic  nevtr  bad b9anl  GreeL*^  IbiA.  6i6b  Letters,    defcribing  queen   Hcnrictta't  ■ 

*  Towards  the  end  of  the  hall,  was  a  pepifli  chi^l,'fays,  **  Such  a  glorious  fcene 

fceaie  like  a  wall,  *V  painted  and  adorned  **  ouilt  oy^Er  cjje  ^tar!  Inig9  Jones  nevefr 

•«  with  ftately  pillars,  which  pillars  woutd  ^'  prefcntcd  a  more  curious  piece  in  any  of 

**  turn  about,  by  reafon  whereof,  with  the  '*  the  ma(ks  at  Whitehall,  [dat.  1635.]  vol. 

«<  help  pf    other    painted    clothes,   thcif  i.  pag,  C05. 
**  ftage  did  vary  three  times  in  the  a^ii]^  »  Ibid.  p.  639. 

«<  of  one  tragedy."     Lel    Append,  ut  ^  Rex  Platokici;s,  fiv^.Mvs^  Rso^ 

fupr.   p.   631.     'iTie  machinery  of  thefe  naktes,  Oxon.  1607.  4to.  p.  18. 
plays,  and  the  temporary  ftages  in   St.  '  Lax.  Apfiic »•  ot  fupr.  p.  636. " 

•    V«L.  II.  D  d  (J  It 
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it  would  be  unncccflary  to  trace  thil  pradkiw  in  our  upl-r 
verities  to  later  periods.  The  pofition  advanced  is  bcftiUoi^ 
trated  by  proofs  moft  remote  in  point  of  timo^  wbsch,^«o 
that  account,  are  alio  left  obvious,  and  more  curious^  I 
could  have  added  other  antient  prpoCsi  but  I  chofe  to  filled 
thofe  which  ieemed,  from  concomitant  circomftBncea^  moft 
^kely  to  amufe. 

Many  inftances  of  this  pra^ice  in  fchoolti  or  in  feminaries 
of  an  inferior  nature,  may  be  enumerated.    I  have  before 
mentioned  the  play  of  R091N  and  Marian,  peiformedj  ac> 
cording  to  an  annual  cuitom,  by  the  fchool-^boys  of  Angier » 
in  France,  in  the  y^r  1392  ^    But  1  do  not  mean  to  go 
abroad  for  illuftraticoia  of  this  part  of  oar  prefent  inquiry^ 
Among  the  writings  of  Udal,  a  celebrated  mafter  of  £ton» 
^bout  the  year  1540,  are  recited  Fiures  Comedi^^  and  a  tragedy 
de  FapatUy  on  the  papacy :  written  probably  to  be  afted  by 
lus  ichpli^rs.    An  extra^  from  one  of  his  comedies  may  be 
ieen  in  Wilfon's  Logxkv  '.  In  the  antient  Consuetudina&t^ 
as  it  is  called^  of  Eton-^hool,  the  fallowing  paflage  occurs* 
^  Circa  feftum  divi  Andrest,  ludimagifter  eligere  folet,  pro 
^<  fuo  arbitrio,  scenicas  fabulas  optimas  et  accommoda* 
^  tiffimas,  quas  Pueri  feriis  Natalitiis  ftibfequentibiis^  non 
^*  fine  LunoKQM  Ei^gahtja,  populo  fpeftante,  publice  ali*^ 
»«  quando  peragant.  — Intcrdum  etiam  cxhibet  Angjico  fcr- 
*^  mone  contextas  fabulas,  fiqua^  habeant  acumoi  et  kpc>« 
•«  rcmV    That  is,  about  the  feaft  of  faint  Andrew,  the 
thirtieth  day  of  November,  the  mafter  is  accuftom^d  tx>  chufe^ 
according  to  hia  own  difcretion>  fuch  Latin  ftag^plays  as 
are  moii:  excellent  and  c<mvenient ;  which  the  boys  are  to  aft 
in  the  following  Chriftmas  holidays,   before  a  public  au-^ 
dience,  and  with  all  the  el^ance  of  fcenery  and  omamcntf 

»  Sopr.  L  245.    See  immv  iiiAvices^.  die  year  196a    Bat  ooBttiaiDg  d  dw  aa^ 

and.  tient  and  origiiial  cnftomt  of  A«  IckcioL 

•  Wrkteivia  uj},  p.  6$!.  MSS.  Rawlult  BiU.  Bo4L 

*  Si^|fpfiAdto&av«lN|niara«niQiboiit 
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ttfiiat  at  the  ptfrfdtmiflce  of  a  play.  Vet  he  may  fometimetf 
o]rd«rl£t)g;lifl>f4ayft}  ftush,  atleaft,  as  are  fmart  and  witty^ 
In  the  year  (^^3^^  Ralph  Radclif!e>  a  polite  fcholar,  and  i 
lover  <>f  gfa^efetl  dlo^uiS^,  opening  a  fchool  at  Hitcbin  iif 
Hertfordlhire,  ohtabied  41  gtant  of  the  difibtved  friery  of  the 
Caritieliteti  in  Ihtt  tbWftx  and  converting  the  refeftory  into 
a  theatrd;  Wlx»te  ftv«rat  plays,  both  m  Latin  and  EnglUh; 
which  wertf  eiMbited  by  his  papils.  Among  his  comedies 
were  Dives  and  LUstOrtUf  BoCcaci</s  JFatietit  GrijUtft  Tittts  urti 
Gefippus*y  <0LtA  CYOiXuxfs  MdibeUs :  his  tragedies  W6re,  th6 
Delivery  9J  Sufaniuihi  the  htHhUng  tf  yhn  tbtfii  Job's  Sufferings^ 
the  Burfnng  ^  S^dmi^  jMosf  and  t\»t  Fbttitttde  rf  Judith. 
Thefe  pieces  were  Aren  by  the  biographer  ^le  in  the  author'^ 
bttfary,  but  are  m^  loft  ^  It  is  fea^e^y  notidSaxy  to  Remind 
«he  reader,  that  thii  tery  liberal  exerdi^  is  yet  pnifenred,  and 
lit  th<;  fpirie  of  frtte  daffical  purity,  aetbe college  of  We{t- 
fiu»fter'«  I  believe,  the  frec{Qency  of  thdfe  fchooi-^pfaytf 
fi]|;gefted  to  Shake%eare  the  flaflies  of  Seneoa  and  Plautus  an 

T  See  f«pr.  p.  341.  lik  p,  81ft.  aUb  V.  8^in.btvm»  toiin.  m. 

1  tOt  viS.  98.    AtH.  Oxoir.  k  ^.  pi  S^.     Saoie  Mces  of  diele  fcAititiet 

%lMMieaian:«Ma7iMNW«iAcd]r»ArQbi.4  fiiU  raoMfiii  ia  oar  atuTetfitiet.     It  tke 

SHtoTiNO,  compofed  br  the  MaAer  of  Pencr  HousHOi.d-Btfoc»  tjis,  it  >{»• 

ll«dfeigii-icheel»  m  Mfe«,  and  aOed'  bf  pean  tbt  the  clergy  utd  officen  of  lord 

lu  fi]lMbn«-4»  Shwve-twfdav,  Feb.  7.  Percjr'f  chapel  pdforaed  a  play  «  before  kit 

i62($.  printed  1627.  8vo.  Publidied,   a*  "  lordlhip  upon  Shiowfteimds^  at  ntcht.'* 

it  fumtr  hf  B.  W.  Sb^vs-toiflay,  av dke  pag.  ^45. 

day  imaMdiatcly  preceding  Lent,  wa<  al<  ,       'It  appears  aatiently  to  have  been  aa 

ways  a  day  of  extraordinary  ftwrt  and  feaft-  exenife  for  yooth,  not  only  to  a&  Bat  t* 

9^    So  in  die  fiMg  of  Jdece  Silencd  iH  «Mttd  btertedeu     Erafinus  fxf^  Om  fir 

$hakefpcaie«SeeP.n8irRTiv.A.Y.  S.  4«  Thomas  More,  "  adoiefceni  Comobdi- 

•nsmemriahaU when  beards  wag  alL  BV*^**'L'<*'f^*«^'8iV!^^'"'',<>'^447' 

Jted^SBome  -rant  SaaovBT^or       ^1  *?."i!*r  L^f  H^f^^'  ^*f  "i 

AUNTS,  Obfervat.  on  Spenf.  u.  47.    And 

III  the  Rttniih  church  there  was  tntiently  we  zxt  told,  that  More,  while  he  lived  a 

a  ftaft  immediaiely  vraoodini^  Lent,  whidi  P^  with  archbifliop  Moieton,  as  the  phiyt 

hdtcd  many  days,  called  Carniscapium.  were  gwng  on  in  the  palace  during  the 

Ut  Carpcttde^  i»  V.  Svpfl.  Lat.  Gt.  dinftmas  hrfidays.  woidd  often  ftep  upon 

Su  Can|;.  tool.  L  p.  831.    In  fome  cities  the  ftage  without  previoas  notice,  and  ex^ 

&  France  an  officer  was  annually  chofen,  hibit  a -part  of  his  own,  which  gave  much 

called  Li   Prince  d'Amourbux,  who  more  fatisfadtion  than  the  whole  perform- 

jrefided  over  the  fports  of  the  youth  for  ance  befides.    Roper's  Life  and  Death 

ftx  days  before  Alh-wednefday.    Ibid.  V.  or  Mori,  p.  27.  edit.  1731.  8sfa 

AMORATVB.p.  195.  and  V.  Cardina- 

D  d  d  2  .  dramatic 
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dramatic  authors;  where  Hamlet,  fpeaking/of  ,a  variety  of 
theatrical  performances,  fays,  "  Seneca  cannot  be  too  hwivy^. 
"  nor  Plautus  too  light'/'  Jonfon,  in  his  comedy  of .  The 
Staple  of  Newes,  has  a  fatirical  aliuiion  to  this  pra^ice, 
yet  ironically  applied :  where  Censure  fays>,  ",Fpr  my  part^ 
^'  I  beleeve  it,  and  there  were  lio  wiictr  than  4^  jltwoyld  hav!^ 
![<  neer  a  cunning  fchople-mafter  in  England;  I  me^  a  Can*- 
^V  ning-»man.  a  fchoole-jmaftei' ;  that  is,  .a  conjurour,  or  a 

V  poet,  or  that  had  any  acquaintance  with  4  poet.  They 
*•  make  all  their  fcholler^  Play-bpye§!  Is'tniQt  g  fine  %ht 
y  to  fee  all  our  children  made  Enterluders  ?    Doe  we  pay 

V  our  money  for  this?  Wee  fend  them,  to  learne  their 
y  grammar  and  their  Terence,  aod  they.learne  their  play- 

V  bookes.    Well,  they  talk  we  fh^U  hay^  no  more  p^rlia- 

V  ments,  god  blefle  us:!  But  an  wee  haye^  I  hppe  Ze^M  of 
*^  the  Land  Buzay^  and  my  goflip  Kzbhj -Trwhle^rutb^  will 
^^  ftart  up,  ai>d  fee  we  have  painfull  good  miniilers  to  keepe 
f^  fchoole^  .and  catechife  our  youths  ^nd  not  te^h  em  tQ 
**  fpeakc  Playes,  and  aft  fables  of  falfe  newes,  &c*. 

f'  In  tracing  thg.hiftory  of  our  ilage,  this, early  pra6lice  of 
performing  plays  in  fchools  and  univerfi ties  has  never  been 
conlidered,  as  a  circumftahce  inflrumental  ;tb  the  growth  and 
improvement  of  the  drama.  While  the  people  were  amufed 
with  Skelton's  Trial  of  Simony,  Bale's  God's  Promises^ 
and  Christ's  Descent  into  Hell,  the  fcholars  of  the 
times  were  compofing  and  a£^ing  plays  on  hiftoricaL  iubje£l3,. 
and  in  imitation  of  Plautus  and  Terence.  Hence  ideas  of  a 
legitimate  fable  muft  have  been  imperceptibly  derived  to  the 
popular  and  vernacular  drama.  And  we  may  add^  wlule  na 
fettled  or  public  theatres  were  known,  and  plays  were  chiefly 
afted  by  itinerant  minftrels  in  the  halls  of  the  nobility  at 
Chriftmas,  thefe  literary  focieiies  fupported  fome  idea  of  a 

•  Act  U.  Sc.  J.  «  Act  iiL  p.  50.  tdit*  fbl.  1631.    This  play  wai  fiifl.  *a«d 

ID  the  year  1625.. 

ftaget 
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ftage:  they  afforded  the  beft  accommodations  for  theatrical 
exhilntion,  and  were  aim  oft  the  only,  certainly  the  moft: 
rational^  companies  of  players  that  exifted.  - 
•  But  I  mean  yet- to  treipafs  on  my  reader's  patience,  by  pur^ 
filing  this  inqjutry  ftill  further;  which,  for  the  fake  of  com- 
prehenfion  and^connei5tion,  has  already  exceeded  the  limits 
of  a  digreilion.  ?- 

'  It  is  perhaps  on.  this  principle,  that  we  are  to  account  for 
plays  being^  afted  by  finging-boys :  although  they  perhaps 
acquired  a  turn  for  theatrical  reprefentation  and  the  fpefta- 
^ular  art$^  from  their*  annual  exhibition  of  the  ceremonies 
of  the  boy-biihop;  which  feem  to  have  been  common  in 
almoft  every  religious  community  that  was  capable  of  fup- 
porting  a  choir  \  I  have  before  given  an  inftance  of  the 
finging-boys  of  Hyde  abbey  and  faint  Swithin's  priory  at 


•  *  In  a  imal]  college,  fdronFvofneproyofty 
five  felYowBy  and  fix  choriftersy  founded 
by  archbifhop  Rotheram  in  1481,  in  the 
obfcure  vUlage  of  Rotheram  in  Vorkfliire, 
this  piece  of  mnnnnefy  ivas  not  omitted. 
The  fbonder  leaves  by  will,  among  other 
Iteqnefts  to  the  college,  •*  A  Mytcr  for  the 
**  tftarneMJhop  of  doth  of  gold*  with  two 
*'  knoppf  of  filvcr,  gilt  and  enamelled." 
Heame*!  Lib.  Nig.  Scacc.  Append. 
p.  674.  686.  This  e(labli(hmc»t,  bat  with 
a  far  greater  degree  of  buffoonery*  was 
common  in  the  collegiate  churches  of  France. 
See  Dom.  Marlot,  Histoirb  de  la  Me- 
tropole  de  Rhcims,  torn.  ii.  p.  769.  A 
part  of  die  ceremony  in  the  choral  of 
Noyon  was*  that  the  children  of  the  choir 
fhonid  celebrate  the  whole  fervice  on  In- 
nocent's day.  Brillon,  Dictionaiki 
DRs  AaasTS*  Artie.  Noyon.  edit,  de 
1727.  This  privilege;  as  I  have  before 
oofervedy  is  permitted  to  the  children  of 
the  choir  of  Wincheflcr  college,  on  that 
feflivaly  by  the  founder's  ilatutes*  given  in 
1380.  [See  fupr.  vol.  i.  248.]  Yet  in  the 
flatotcs  of  Eton  colle^,  gi\en  in  1441, 
and  altogether  tranfcnbed  from  thofe  of 
Winchcfter,  the  choriftcr-bilhop  of  the 
chapd  is  permitted  to  celebrate  the  holy 


offibes  on  the  feaft  of  faint  Nicholas*  bnt 
by  tt$  means  on  that  of  the  Innocents.— 
**  In  fefto  fan^i  Nicolai*  in  quo  et  nvl« 
**  LATiNvs  in  fefto  fandommlNNOCBN- 
**  TiUM*  divina  offipa  (praetur  Mif&^ 
"  Secreta)  exequi  et  dici  permittimus  per 
*<  Epifcopum  Puerorum*  ad  hoc*  de  eifdenr 
**  [pueris  choriftis]  annis  fingulis  elmn^ 
"  dum."  Statut.  Coll.  Etonenf.  Cap. 
xxxi.  The  fame  daufe  is  in  the  fUtntes  of 
King's  college  at  Can^ridffe.  Ca^.  xliL 
The  parade  of  the  mock-bifhop  is  evi- 
dently akin  to  the  Fete  in  Foux^  in  which 
they  had  a  bifhop*  an  abbot*  and  a  pre- 
centor, of  the  fools. '  One  of  the  pieces  of 
homonr  in  this  laf(-mentioned  ffaew*  was 
to  fhave  the  precentor  in  public*  on  a  ftage 
ereded  at  the  wefl  door  of  the  church.  M; 
Tilliot*  MiH.  4>  la  Feu  des  Fetix,  ut  fupr. 
p.  13.  In  the  Council  of  Sens,  A.  D. 
1485*  we  have dlir prohibition.  '*  Turpem 
*^  edam  ilium  abufum  in  quibnfdam  fre» 
*<  quentatum  ecdefiis*  quo,  certis  annis* 
<*  nonnulli  cum  mitra*  baculo,  ac  veftibus 
*^  pontificalibus*  mon  epifcoporum  benedi-^ 
**  cunt,  alii  ut  reges  et  duces  indnti,  quod 
««  Feftum  FATi'ORUnt,  vcl  Innocin- 
**  TiuM*  feu  Puerorum,  in  quibufdam 
••  regionibv  nuncupatur,  &c."    Concii*.; 

SllHOlU. 
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Winchcftcr,  performing  a  Morality  before  king  Henry  the 
ferenth  at  Winchefter  caftle,  on  a  Sunday,  in  the  year  X487. 
In  the  accompts  of  Maxtoke  priory  near  Coventry,  in  the 
year  1430^  it  appears,  that  the  eleemofinary  boys,  or  chorif- 
ter8>  of  that  monaliery,  aftcd  a  play,  perhaps  every  year,  oa 
the  feaft  of  the  Purification,  in  the  hall  of  the  neighbouring^ 
caftle  belonging  to  lord  Clinton :  and  it  is  fpecified,  that  the 
cellarer  took  no  money  for  their  attendancCi  becauie  his 
lordihip's  minftrels  had  often  aififted  this  year  at  fereral 
feftivals  in  the  refedfcory  of  the  convent,  and  in  the  hall  oi 
the  prior,  without  fee  or  gratuity.    I  will  give  the  article^ 


^Bvow.  ctp.  iii.  Hardoin.  Act,  CoifcrL. 
P«if.  1714.  lom.ix.  p.  15^*  £«  SoeAlfo 
ilnd.  CoNciL.  Basil.  Seiu  xxi.  p.  1122. 
B.  And  1296.  D.  p.  1344*  A,  It  is 
fur|>rifiog  that  Colet,  dean  of  (kint  Paul'i, 
a  friend  to  the  purity  of  relieion»  and  who 
had  tho  good  lenie  and  letoliitiaa  to  oea- 
fure  the  fuperiUdons  and  fopperies  of  popery 
in  hU  jpablic  fermons,  fltoold  ooontenance 
this  idle  farce  of  the  hoy-hiihop»  in  tha 

.  aatntet  of  his  fchool  atfidnt  PaiilV;  which, 
he  founded  with  a  view  of  eftablifluae  the. 
fdiicttion  of  vooth  oa  a  moie  rational  and* 
libscal  pUui  tnan  had  yet  been  icttown«  i& 
the  year  151a.  He  exprefilv  orders  that 
hia  abolm,  '<  (hall  every  Childemas  [In- 
**  aocents]  dayc  come  to  Paulis  chnrche* 
^  and  hear  the  CHiLDa«-BysKOP*t  [of  & 
«  Psuil't  cathedral]  fermon*  And  after* 
'**  be  at  the  hygh  mafle ;  and  each  of  them 
*'  offer  a  penny  to  the  chiloi-bysbop« 
**  and  wiui  them  the  maifters  and  fiirveyori 
f<  of  the  fcole."  Kaight'aLira  op  Co- 
llar, (MiactLL.  Nam.  V.  Apfevd.) 
p.  36a*  I  take  this  opportunity  of  ohferv- 
iw»  that  the  anniverUury  co&om  at  Eton 
«  gpiag  V  M0nttmt  ori^pnated  fiom  the 
antient  and  popular  pra^e  of  thefe  thea* 
tricai  procewons  in  coU^iate  bodies* 

la.  uie  ftatutfls  of  New  college  in  Oxford, 
fbnoded  about  the  vear  1 380,  there  is  the 
following  remarkable  paflage.  **  Ac  etian 
<«  illom  LVDUM  vilifiimum  et  horribilem 

^  itAj>ai»ox  Bi^aBAs»  ^ui  fieri  folec  ia 


^<  noAe  pnMidense  hceadoais  Magiini* 
««  dorum  in  Artibiis»  iatra  oaUwana  aoK^ 
*'  trum  praedidum,  vel  alibi  in  Univerfi« 
**  uta  praMlida,  obkanqaov  nfia  [fiicia 
**  et  fcolaribus]  penitus  inteimimaSf  ac 
**  etiam  prohibemus  exprefle.*'  Rvaa. 
XKV.  Heame  endeafoaat  to  aqpUaihis 
injundion,  by  (iippofing  f^t  it  was  mada 
in  oppofition  to  tne  ^7noi^ffitet»  who  dif« 
tegaNwd  the  laws  of  fcriptorei  aad»  ia 
dus  particular  inftincr»  violated  tba  6k 
lowing  text  in  Lbtiticus,  where  dns  caf^ 
torn  is  expreftly  fbrbiddfa.  xix.  ay.  *'  NaU 
**  ther  (halt  thoa  mar  the  ooraen  of  thy 
<<  beanL"  NoT.adJoh.Trokdowe.p.  395. 
Nothing  can  be  more  oafcrtaaace  diaa.dua 
elucidation  of  oar  aadquary.  The  direft 
contrary  was  the  cafe :  lor  the  WiddifEtef 
entirely  grounded  their  ideas  of  refimiatioa 
both  ia  morals  and  dodrine  oa  ibiptasal 
proofs,  and  often  committed  abfivdEyacs  ia 
too  preciie  and  literal  an  accePtatioB  of 
texts.  And,  to  fiir  no  more,  ne  cafiom» 
Atmi  the  words  or  the  ftatate^  Ibenu  to 
have  been  long  preferved  in -the  aakttfityt 
as  a  mock-ceremony  on  the  night  pfooediiujr 
the  folemn  Aft  of  Magiftntkm*  It  u 
^led  Luous,  a  Plav :  and  I  am  of  o* 
pinion,  that  it  is  to  oe  ranked  ainoag  the 
other  ecclcfiaftic  mummeries  of  that  j^i 
and  that  it  has  fome  connefium  with  the 
exhibition  mentioned  above  of  fluving  th(^ 
Precentor  in  public. 


which 
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which  is  very  circumftantial,    at  length,     "  Pro  jentacuUs 
^  puerorum  eUemofyna  exeuntium  ad  aulam  in  caftro  ut  ibi  ludum 
"  peragerent  in  die  Purijicatioms^  xivd.     Unde  nihil  a  domini 
**  [Clinton]  tbefaurariif^  quia  fapius  hoc  anno  minijiridli  cafiti 
"  fecerunt  minijiral/iafn  in  aula  ccnventus  ft  Prioris  ad  fejia  plu^ 
^f  rima  Jine  ulh  regardo^.**    That  is.   For  the  extraordinary 
breakf^  of  the  children  of  the  almonry,  or  finging-boys  of 
the  convent,  when  they  went  to  the  hall  in  the  caftle,  to 
perform  the  Play  on  the  feaft  of  the  Purification,  fourteen- 
pence.     In  confideration  of  which  performance,  we  received 
nothing  in  return  from  the  treafurer  of  the  lord  Clinton, 
becaufe  the   minflfels   of  the   caftle   had  often   this  year 
plaid  at  many  feilivals,  both  in  the  hall  of  the  convent  and 
in  the  prior's  hall,  without  reward.     So  early  as  the  year 
1378,  the  fcholars,   or  chorifters,  of  iaint  Paul's  cathedral 
in  London,  pref^ited  a  petition  to  king  Richard  the  fecond^ 
that  his  majefly  would  prohibit  fome  ignorant  and  unex-^ 
perienced  perfons  from  ailing  the  History  of  the  oli> 
Testament,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  clergy  of  the 
church,  who  had  expended  coniiderable  fums  for  preparing 
9  public  prefentation  of  that  play  at  the  enfuiog  Chriftmas  \ 
From  Mysteries  this  young  fraternity  proceeded  to  more 
regular  dramas :  and  at  the  commencement  of  a  theatre,  were 
the  beft  and  almoft  only  comedians.  They  became  at  length  fo 
favorite  a  fet  of  players,  as  often  to  aft  at  court :  and,  on  par- 
ticular occafions  of  feftivity^  were  frequently  removed  from. 
London,  for  this  purpofe  only,  to  the  royal  houfes  at  Ibme 
diftance  from  town.    This  is  a  circumftaaice  in  their  dramatic 
hlftory,  not  commonly  known.     In  the  year  1554^  while  the 
princefs  Elizabeth  refided  at  Hatfield-houie  in  HertfordfhirCj 
under  the   cuftody  of  fir  Thomas  Pope,    (he  was   vifited 
by  queen  Mary.    The  next  morning,  after  mafs,  they  were 
entertained  with  a  grand  exhibition  of  bear-baiting,  witb 


*  Peies  nc.  fopr.  cital.     *  See  Rise  ahb  ProqusUi  ftc.  CiBi.  L.  vol.  ii.  f*  i  iS. 

,^bicb 
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wbicb  their  higbnejfes  were  right  well  content.  In  the  evening/ 
the  great  chamber  was  adorned  with  a  fumptuous  fuit  of 
tapeftry,  called  7'he  Hanginge  of  Anticch :  and  after  fuppcr,  a' 
play  was  prcfentcd  by  the  children  ofPauFs  ^  After  the  play,' 
and  the  next  morning,  one  of  the  children,  named  Maxi- 
milian Poincs,  fung  to  the  princefs,  while  (he  pkid  at  the 
wrginalls '.  Strype,  perhaps  from  the  fame  manufcript  chro- 
nicle, thus  defcribes  a  magnificent  entertainment  given  to 
queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1559,  at  Nonfuch  in  Surry,  by 
lord  Arundel,  her  majefty's  houfekeeper,  or  fuperintendant, 
at  that  palace,  now  deftroyed.  I  chufe  to  give  the  defcription 
in  the  words  of  this  fimple  but  pifturefquc  compiler. 
"  There  the  queen  had  great  entertainment,  with  banquets, 
"  cijpecially  on  Sunday  night,  made  by  the  faid  earl :  together 
•*  with  a  Mafic,  and  the  warlike  founds  of  drums  and  flutes, 
*Vand  all  kinds  of  mufick,  till  midnight.  On  Monday,  was 
'*:.a  great  fupper  made  for  her:  but  before  night,  (he  ftood 
"  at  her  ftanding  in  the  further  park,  and  there  (he  faw  a 
"  Courfe.  At  night  was  a  Play  by  the  Children  of  PauFs^ 
"and' their  [mufic]  matter  Sebaftian.  After  that,  a  coftly 
"  banquet,  accompanied  with  drums  and  flutes.  This  cn- 
V  tertainment  lafted  till  three  in  the  morning.  And  the  earl 
"  prefented  her  majefty  a  cupboard  of  plate  *."  In  the  year 
1562,  when  the  fociety  of  parifh  clerks  in  London  celebrated 


•  y  Who  pfrbaps  performed  the  play  of 
HoLOPHiRKBSy  ue  fame  vear,   after  a 

frtmti  and  rich  majkinge  and  banqutt^  given 
y  fir  Thomas  Pope  to  the  princefs,  in  the 
MU  Ml  at  Hatfeldi.  LiFi  of  fir  Tho. 
ropi.  Sect.  iii.  p.  8;. 

*  MS.  Annalis  of  Q:,  Mahii's 
RiiCKi.  MSS.  Cotton.  ViTELL.  F.  5. 
There  is  acoriousanecdote  in  Melville's  Me- 
moir ti  concerning  Elizabeth*  when  aueen, 
being  furprized  from  behind  the  tapeury  by 
l<Mrd  Hunfdon,  while  ihe  was  playing  on 
her  virginals.  Her  majefty,  I  know  not 
whether  in  a  fit  of  royal  prudery,   or  of 


I 


royal  coqaetry,  fuddenly  rofe  froni  the  in- 
ftrament  and  offered  to  ftrih  hit  loidihiD : 
declaring,  "  that  ihe  was  not  nfed  i$  fUrf 
**  before  mm^  but  when  (he  wu  folitaiy  to 
'<  (hun  melancholv."  Mem.  Loud*  1751* 
ag.  99.  Leland  applauds  the  Ikill  of 
lizabeth,  both  in  playing  and  fingtng. 
Encom.  fol.  59.  [p.  125.  edit.  Heam.] 

Aut  Quld  commemcr.;m  qoos  tu  ceftndine 
fampta 
Concemns  referas  meinfluofqae  miodos  ?  * 

*  Ann.  Ref.  vol.  i.  ch.  sev.  p.   194. 
edit.  1725.  fol. 
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one  of  their  annual  feafts>  after  morning  fervice  in  Guild-- 
hall  chapel,  they  retired  to  their  hall }  where,  after  dinner, 
a  gooJfy  flay  was  performed  by  the  chorifters  of  Weflminfter 
abbey,  with  waits^  and  regals^  andJSfiging  \  The  children  of 
the  chapel-royal  w«re  alfo  famous  ai^lors ;  and  were  formed 
into  a  company  of  players  by  qupen  Elizabeth,  under  the 
<condu6!:  of  Richard  Edwards,  a  mufician,  and  a  writer  of 
Interludes,  already  mentioned,  an4  of  whom  more  will  be 
faid  hereafter.  All  Lilly's  plays,  and  many  of  Shakefpeare^s 
and  Jonfon's,  were  originally  perforo^^  by  thofe  boys  ^ :  and 
it  feems  probable,  that  the  title  given  by  Jonfon  to  one  of 
his  comedies,  called, Cynthia's  r«v£ls,  firft  a£ted  in  160^ 
<<  by  the  children  of  her  majeflies  chapel,  with  the  allowance 
f*  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revely,''  was  zn  allufion  to  this  efta«» 
bliihment  of  queen  Elizabeth,  one  of  whofe  romantic  names 
was  Cynthia  ^  The  general  reputation  which  liiey  gained^ 
and  thC'  particular  encouragement  and  countenance  which 
they  received  from  the  queen^  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the 
grown  a£tors  at  the  theatres  :  and  Shakefpeare,  in  Hamlet, 
endeavours  to  extenuate  the  applaufe  which  was  idly  indulged 
to  their  performance,  perhaps  not  always  very  juft,  in  the 

^  Strype*!  edit,  of  Stowe'i  Su  &  v.  Lo  ir  d^  tbat  Decker  fheers  »t  Johnlcm's  Intereft  witk 

B.  V.  p.  23 1  •  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels»  in  procnring  his. 

«  Six  of  Lilly's  nine  comedies  tre  en^  jdays  to  be  aOed  lb  often  at  oomt.    **  Sir 

tkled  coiTRT-coifiDiis:    which,   I  be*  ^  Faugkan.    I  hatre  Tome  coflTen-gennans 

fiere,  were  written  profefTedly  for  this  our-  '<  at  court  ihall  beset  you  die  rever^n  of 

joic.      Thefe   were    reprinted  together*  "  Ae^mafler  of  the  king's  revels,  or  elfe  to 

tond.  163a.  izmo.    His  laft  play  is  dated  *<behislordofsninilenoweatChriftinas.'* 

S597.  Sick  AT.  G.  3.  Dekker'sSATinoMASTix, 


ThiSf  very  fireqnently  were  joined  by  or  the  Vntri^iJiHg  ^f  the  Humoroms  Poet. 

dbe  ehorifters  of  faint  Paul's.    It  is  a  mil-  Lond.  for  £.  White,  1602.  4.(0.    Agaia^ 

trisa  that  thefe  were  rival  companies ;  and  $ionat«  M%  '<  When  your  places  are  miflb* 

tliat  becaofe  Jonibn*s  Poet Asrza  was  ad-  ^  likt  at  court,  you  fiull  not  aie  mew  like 

ad,  in  die  year  t6oi,  by  the  boys  of  the  "  a  palle-cat,  and  fay  yoa  are  glad  yoa 

chapel,  his  antagonift  Decker  got  his  Sa-  ^  wnte  oat  of  the  courtier's  element/'  Oa 

TiROMASTix,  an  ^wer  to  Jonfon's  play,  the  fame  idea  the  faure  is  founded  of  fend-« 

to  be  performed,  out  of  oppohtion,  by  thoiib  ing  Horace,  or  Jonfon^  to  court,  to  be  dubi-. 

of  Mnt  Paul's,  l.illy's  court-comedies,  and  bed  a  voet :  and  of  bringing  <*  the  qniverina 

many  oUiers,  were  aAed  by  the  childran  of  '<  bride  to  cour|  in  a  mafke,  Uz*^  Ihid^ 

both  dioirs  in  conjanftioii.    It  is  certain  Signat.  I.  3.    « 

Vol.  II.                            E  e  c          .                 foUowiilg 
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following  fpeeches  of  Rofcncrantz  and  Hamlet.—"  There  rs 
"  an  aiery  of  little  children,  little  eyafes  *,  that  cry  put  on 
"  the  top  of  the  queftion^  and  are  moft  tyrannically  clapped 
•*  for't :  thefe  are  now  the  fa(hion»  and  fo  belittle  the  common 
"  ftages,  fo  they  call  them,  that  many  wearing  rapiers  are 
**  afraid  of  goofe  quills,  and  dare  fcarce  come  thither.— 
Ham.  What,  are  they  <5hlldren  ?  Who  maintains  them  ? 
How  are  they  efcotcd '?  Will  they  purfue  the  Quality  no 
longer  than  they  can  ling,  &c*/'  This  was  about  the 
year  1 599.  The  latter  claufe  means,  "  Will  they  follow  the 
^  p^^f^^  of  players,  no,  longer  than  they  keep  the  voices 
*'  of  boys,  and  'fing  in  the  choir  ?"  So  Hamlet  afterwards 
fays  to  the  player,  "  Come,  give  us  a  tafte  of  your  quality  : 
"  come,  a  pafiionate  fpeech  ^."  Some  of  thefe,  however, 
were  diftinguifhed  for  their  propriety  of  a6tion,  and  became 
admirable  comedians  at  the  theatre  of  Black-friers  \  Among 
the  children  of  queen  Elizabeth's  chapel,  was  one  Salvadore 
Pavy,,  who  a6ted  in  Jonfon's  Poetaster,   and  Cynthia's. 


C( 


<c 


*  Neft  of  young  hawKs.. 
.  'Paid. 

<  Act.  ii.  Sb.  vi.  And  perhaps  he 
glances  ac  the  fame  fet  of  adors  in  Romeo 
AND  Juliet,  when. a  play,  orxnaike,  ia 
propofed;  Act  i.  So.  v. 

We'll  ha^e  no  Ciimd^  hood-wink'd  with  a 

fcarf» 
Bearing  a  Tartar's  painted  bow  of  lath.*- 
Nor  a  nuithQut^ook  prologoc/asHtfy  fpoke 
After  the  prompter.    — —    — — 

*  Ibid.  Sc.  iii. 

*  There  is  a  pail^geinSTiLAFFORDE's. 
Eetters,  which  fbems  to  0iew,  that  the 
difpofitions  and  accommodation^  at  the 
theatre  of  Black- friars,  were  much  better 
than  we  now  fappofe.  **  A  little  piqoe; 
^  happened  betwixt  the  dake  of  Lenox  and 
''  tl\p  lord  chamberlain,  aboat  a  box  at  x 
"  new  play  in  the  Black-ft-iers,  of  which^' 
^  the  duke  had  got  the  key."  The  difputci 
was  fettled  by  the  king.  G.  Garrard  to 
the  Lord  Dkjpvty.  Jan.  25.  i$3j.  vol.i; 


p.  ^11.  edit.  1739.  fbl.  See  a  curious  ac<^ 
count  of  an  oider  of  the  privy  council,  in 
1633,  '<  hung  up  in  a  table  near  Paules  and 
**  Black-fryars,  t*  command  all  that  refort 
"to  tht  pls^-houie  there,  to  fend  away 
"  their  coaches,  and  to  difperie  abroad  in 
**  Paules  church-yard,  carter-lane,  the  con- 
"  dnit  in  fleet-flieet,  &c.  &c."  ll»d.  p.  175- 
Another  of  Garrard's  letters  mentions  a 
play  at  this  theatre,  which  "  coft  three  or 
^  rour  hundred  pounds  fetting  out ;  eight 
**  or  ten  fuitrof  hew  cloaths  he  [the  author} 
**  gave  the  payers,  an  unheard  of  prodi- 
"  gality !"  Dat.  1637.  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  150.^ 
It  appears  by  the  Prologue  of  Chapman't> 
All  Fools,  a  comedy  prefented  at  Black* 
friers,  and  printed  1609,  that  only  the  fpec-^ 
tators  of  rank.and  quality  (ate  on  the  0age« 

-r^    — .    To  fair  attire  the  flage 
Helps  much ;  for  if  our  Btberanilieiui  lee- 
Teu  on  thi  flage  depart  before  we  end,. 
Our  wits  go  with  you  all,  &c.    '^-* 

Revels*, 


ENGLISH     POETRY.  3V^ 

Revels,  and  was  inimitable  in  his  reprefentation  of  the 
charaftcr  of  an  old  man.  He  died  about  thirteen  years  of 
age,  and  is  thiis  eldgantly  celelebrated  in  one  of  Jonfon'i 
epigramis.  *"   ''     •    ^    "  • 

An  Epitaph  mS^i  ^:a  bKU  of  p^me^  BJiza^fb's  chapell. 

Weep  with  me,  all-you  that  read 
'  ;  ;  V  )       Thislhtleftbff!: 
^  '    '-  .  ^  And  know, '  for  Whobti  a  teare  you  flied 
'^  DeAth'^  felfc  is  forry. 

TWas  a  child,  that  fo  did  thrive 

In  grace  and  feature,  » 

As  Heaven  and  Nature  feem'd  to  ftrive 

Which  own'd  the  creature/  >  /: 

Yeares  he  numbred  icarce  thirteene,     .   ^      ..        ^ 

When  Faces  turn'd  crueil ; 
Yet  three  fill'd  zodiackes  had  he  beene  i 

The  Stage's  Jewell: 
And  did  a6le,  what  now  wc  moane. 

Old  men  fo  duely  j   . 
As,  footh,  the  PARCiB  thought  him  one»^^  f 

He  plaid  fo  truely.  ! 

So,  by  errour,  to  his  fate       ^ 

They  all  confenteds  » 

But  viewing  him  (ince,  alas!  too  late» 

They  have  repented :      ' 
And  have  fought,  to  give  new  birthe. 

In  bathes  to  fteep  him : 
But,  bdng  Co  much  too  good  f^  carthe^ 

Heaven  vowes  to  beep  him^  '    :  ■' 

To  this  ecclefiaftical  origin  of  the  drama,  we  muft  refer 
the  plays  a£ted  by  the  fociety  of  the  parifh-clerks  of  London, 

'  E  e  e  a  for 
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for  ^ight  days  fucceflTively,    at  Clcrkenwell,  which  thenc# 
took  its  nam€,  in  the  prefbnce  pf  mo£k  of  Uie  iiQbility  and 
geatry  of  the  kingdoixii  in  the  y^vs  i^pcy  and  1409.    In 
the  ignorant  ages,  the  parifh-clerks  of  London  might  juftty 
be  confidered  as  a  literary  fociety.    It  wa$  an  eflential  part 
of  th^u:  ptoieiiion»  not  only  to  fia^  .^M^  ^9  '^^^^  >^  acccim- 
plifhment  almofl  folely  confined  to  the  clergy :  and/  on  the 
whole,  they  feem  to  come  under  the  <}Hswi^r  of  n  religioos 
fraternity.    They  were  incorpdnttod  Intp  4  guild,  or  fellow* 
ihip,  by  kin|;  Henry  the  third  4bout  tlw^yttr  ^240,  under 
the  patronage  of  faint  Nicholai«    It  was  aoMEiitly  cuftomary 
for  men  and  womea  of  the  firjt  quality^  ccdc^iicftics,  and 
others,  who  were  lovers  of  cburch^muAc,  tP  be  admitted 
into  this  cot^oration :  and  they  gave  lar g«  gratuities  for  the 
fupport,  or  education,  o£  many  perfons  in  the  pra6tice  of 
that  fcience.     7heir  public  feafts,   which  I  have  already, 
mentioned,  were  freqUent,  and  celebrated  with  finging  and 
mufic  i  moft  commonly  at  Guildhall  chapel  or  coUf ge  \    Be- 
fore the  reformation,   this,  fociety  was  conftantly  hired  to 
aflift  as  a  choir,,  at  iht  magnifictiikt  fun^erals  of  thi?  nobility, 
or  other  diftinguifhed  perfonages,    which   were  celebrated 
within  the  city  of  London,  ot  in  its  neighbourhood.    The 
fplendid  ceremonies  of  their  anniverfaty  procedion  and  mafs, 
in  the  year  1554,  are  thus  related  by  Strxpe,.  from  an  old 
chronicle.    *^  May  the  (ixth,  was  a  goodly ;evenfong  at  Guild- 
''  hall  college^  fay  the  Maiters  of  the  clar&s  and  their  FeU 
"  lowfliip,  with  finging  and  playing;  and  the  morrow  after, 
«  was  a  great  tnafil,  at  the  fame  place,   and  by  the  fame 
"  fraternity :  when  every  cliarfc  crffered  an.  halfpenny.    The. 
''  mafs  wa$  fimg^by.  diverfe  of.  the  queea's  [Mar/s]  chapel 
*'  and  children.  .  And  after  .mafs  done,  every  clark  went  their 
"  proceflion,  two  and  two  together  -,  each  having  on,  a  fur- 
^  ptice  and  a  rich  cope,  and  a  gariamL    And  then^.  fbUN 

I  Stowe's  S^juvt  LoirB«.iit  bff:..lSihy^f.  231* 

"  icore 
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*^  fcore  flandards,   ftfeamers,   and  banners;   and  each  one 
"  that  bare  them  had  an  albe  or  a  furplice.    Then  canie  in 
"  order  the  waits  playing :  and  then,  thirty  clarkes,  ling- 
"'  ing  Festa  DfES.    There  were  four  of  thefe  choirs.    Then 
"  came  a  cinopy,  borne  over  the  Sacrament  by  four  of  the 
"  rn^ers  of  the  clarkes,  with  ftaffe  torches  burning,  &c ""." 
Their  profeffion,    employment,    and    charafter,    naturally 
dilated  to  this  fpiritual  brotherhood  thie  reprefentation  of 
plays,  efpecialiy  thofe  of  the  fcriptural  kind :  and  their  con- 
ftent  pra6ttce  in  flkews,  proceflions,  and  vocal  mufic,  eafily . 
accounts  for  their  addrefs  in  detaining  the  beft  company 
which  England  afforded  in  the  fourteenth  century,  at  a  re- 
ligious farce,  for  more  than  a  week. 
•  Before  I  conclude  this  inquiry,  a  great  part  of  which  has 
btcn  taken  up  in  endeavouring  to  fhew  the  connexion  be- 
tween places  of  education  and'  the  ftage;  it  ought  to  be  rcu 
marked,  that  the  antient  fafhion  of  afting  plays  in  the  inns 
of  court,   which  may  be  ranked  among  feminaries  of  in- 
ftruftion,   although  for  a  feparate  profeffion,   is  deducible 
from  this'fouTce.     The  firft  reprjefentation  of  this  fort  which 
occurs  on  record,  and  is  mentioned  with  any  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  was  at  6ray's«inn.    John  Roos,  or  Rob,  ftudent 
ait  GrayVinn^  and  created  a  ferjeant  at  law  in  the  year  151 1,- 
wrote  a  comedy  wfeich  was  afted  at  Chriftmas  in  the  hall  of. 
that  fociety,  in  the  year  1527.    This  piece,  which  probably^ 
contained  fome  free  rcfleftions  on  the  pomp  of  the  clergy^ 
gave  fuch  dfence  to  cardinal  Wolfey,  that  the  author  was^ 
degraded  and  imprifoned*.    In  the  year  1550,   under  the 
feign  of  Edward  the  iixth,  an  order  was  made  in  the  fame 
fociety,  that  no  comedies,  commftnly  cafled  Interludes,  fhould 
be  a£ted  in  the  rcfcftory  in  the  intervals  of  vacation,  except 
at  the  celebration  of  ChiiiOimas:  and  that  then,  the  whole 
body  of  ftudeittiilhoiild  jointly  contribute  towards  the  drefles, 

"*  EccLti.  MiM.  Tol.  iii.  di«  sofi.  p.  121.        "  HoUinih.  Chrow.  iii.  894. 

^  fcenes. 
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fceries,  and  decorations  *.  In  the  year  1561^  Sackville's  aftd 
Norton's  tragedy  of  Ferrex  and  Porrex  was  prefented 
before  queen  Elizabeth  at  Whitehall,  by  the*  gentlemen  of 
t!tiQ  Inner  Temple'.  In  the  year  1566,  the  Supposes,  a 
comedy,  was  afted  at  Gray's-inn,  written  by  Gafcoigne,  one 
of  the  ftudents.  Dekker,  in  his  fatirc  againfl:  Jonfon  above 
cited,  accufes  Jonfon  for  having  ftolen  fome  jokes  from  the 
Chriftmas  plays  of  the  lawyers.  "  You  fhall  ^fweare  not  to 
*'  bumbaft  out  a  new  play  with  the  old  lyning  of  jeftes 
"  ftolne  from  the  Temple-revells  V  It  the  year  1632 
it  was  ordered,  in  the  Inner  Temple,  that  no  j^ay  ihould 
be  continued  after  twelve  at  night,  not  even  on  Chrift- 
mas-eve '. 

But  thefe  focicties  feem  to  have  fhone  mod  in  the  repre- 
fentation  of  Mafques,  a  branch  of  the  old  drama.  So  early 
35  the  year  143 1,  it  was  ordered,  that  tht  fociety  of  Lin- 
coln's inn  fhould  celebrate  four  revels*,  on  four  grand 
feftivals,  every  year,  which  I  conceive  to  have  confifted  in 


*  Dugdale,  Orig.  Jvrid*  cap.  67. 
p.  285, 

'  Printed  at  London,  i$6$.  i2tAo.  In 
one  of  the  old  editions  of  this  play,  I  think 
^  quarto,  of  1 590,  it  is  faid  to  be  **  fet  forth 
^  as  the  (ame  was  fhewed  before  the  a  neen's 
'<  inoft  excellent  majeffiie,  in  her  hi^hnefs't 
«<  coort  of  the  inner-temple/'  It  is  to  be 
obfenred,  that  Norton,  one  of  the  anthors, 
was  £oooc6led  with  the  law :  For  the  **  Ap- 
**  probation  of  Mr.  T.  Norton,  coonfellor 
^  and  fplUcitor  of  London,  appointed  by 
"  thp  biftiop  of  London,'*  is  prefixed  to  Ch. 
Marbury's  ColUSiion  of  Italian  Pro^eris, 
Load.  1581.  4to. 

4  Satiromastix,  edit.  1602*  at  fopr. 

SiGKAT.  M. 

f  Dudg.  ut  fupr.  cap.  57.  p*  140.  ieq. 
aIfoc.6i.  20c. 

■  Ic  is  not,  nowever,  exadly  known  whe- 
ther thefe  revels  were  not  fimply  Dances: 
for  Dugdale  fays,  that  the  ftudents  of  this 
inn  **  anciently  had  dancings  for  their 
^  ncrMioa  suii  delight."  laiD.  And  he 


adds,  that  in  the  year  i6ip,  the  tmder  bar* 
lifters,  for  ixampie*s  faie,  were  put  oat  of 
commons  by  decimation,  becaufe  they  p/» 
fendtd  in  not  dancing  on  Candlemas* 
day,  when  the  Judges  iv/r/  pre/entt  ac* 
cording  to  an  antient  order  of  the  fociety. 
Ibid.  col.  2.  In  an  old  comedy,  called. 
Cupid's  Whirligig,  aded  in  the  year 
1 6 1 6,  by  the  children  of  his  majefty's  reveba 
a  law-ftudent  is  one  of  the  perfona  of  the 
drama,  who  fays  to  a  lady,  "  Faith,  lady» 
**  I  remember  the  firft  time  I  faw  yoo  was 
'<  in  quadrageffimo-fexto  of  the  aoeene,  in  a 
**  michaelmas  tearme,  and  I  think  it  was 
^*  the  morrow  apon  men/e  MicbmeUs9  or 
**  craftino  Jnimarum,  T  cannot  tell  which. 
<<  And  the  next  time  I  faw  ypo  was'  at  our 
''  Revel Ls.  where  it  pleafed  yomr.  ladyftiip 
**  to  grace  me  with  a  galliard ;  and  I  fliall, 
**  never  forget  it,  for  my  velvet  pantabW 
**  [pantoflesj  were  ftolne  away  theivhilft."^ 
But  this  may  alfo  allude  to  their  maftcs 
and  plays.  Siomat.  H.  2.  edit.  Lond. 
i6i6.  4to. 

great 


] 
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great  meafurc  of  this  fpecies  of  imperfonation.  In  the  year 
1613,  they  prcfented  at  Whitehall  a  mafque  before  king 
James  the  firft,  in  honour  of  the  marriage  of  his  daughter 
the  princefs  Elizabeth  with  the  prince  Eleftor  Palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  at  the  coft  of  more  than  one  thoufand  and  eighty 
pounds '.  The  poetry  was  by  Chapman,  and  the  machinery 
by  Jones  °.  But  the  moft  fplendid  and  fumptuous  perfor- 
mance of  this  kind,  plaid  by  thefe  focieties,  was  the  mafque 
which  they  exhibited  at  Candlemas-day,  in  the  year  1633, 
at  the  expence  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  before  king  Charles 
the.  firft ;  which  fo  pleafed  the  king,  and  probably  the  queen, 
that  he  invited  one  hundred  and  twenty  gentlemen  of  the 
law  to  a  fimilar  entertainment  at  Whitehall  on  Shrove  Tues- 
day following  ^.  It  was  called  the  Triumph  of  Peace,  and 
written  by  Shirky,  then  a  ftudent  of  Gray's-inn.  The 
fcenery  was  the  invention  of  Jones,  and  the  mufic  was  com-r 
pofed  by  .William  Lawes  and  Simon  Ives*.    Some  curious 


^  Dugdale  Ibid.  p.  246.  The  other 
ftdeties  Teem  to  have  joined.  Ibid.  cap. 
67.  p.  286.  See  alfo  Finett's  Philoxe- 
Kis,  p.  8.   II. edit.  i6c6.  and  Ibid.  p.  73. 

»  Printed  Lowd.  1014.  410.  "  With  a 
f^  deicription  of  the  whole  (hew,  in*  the 
**  manner  of  their  march  on  horfehack  to 
^  the  court  from  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls 
**  his  hoofe,  8cc,'*  It  is  dedicated  to  fir  £. 
Philipps,  Mailer  of  the  Rolls.  But  we  find 
a  mafque  on  the  very  fame  occaiion,  and 
at  Whitehall,  before  the  king  and  queen, 
called  Tbemafqui  of  Grays  inn  gentUmtn  and 
tht  Jnner  temple^  by  Beaamont,  in  the 
works  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher. 

"  Dugd.  ibid.  p.  346. 

*  It  was  printed)  Lond.  1<(3J.  4^.  The 
author  fayS|  that  it  exceeded  ii^  variety  and 
richnefs  o^  decoration)  any  thing  ever  exhi- 
bited at  Whitehall.  There  is  a  little  piece, 
called  THE  Inns  op  Court  Anagram- 
mat  i  st,  or  The  Mafquerj  Mafqutd  in  Jna-* 
irams^^Nnttttk  by  Francis  Lenton,  the  queenU 
poet,  Lond.  1 634.  410.  tn  this  piece,  the 
oaniesy.and  refpe^ve  houfes,  of  each  maf- 
^oer  arc  fpecified;.  and  in  commendatioii 


of  each  there  is  an  epigram.  The  mafque 
with  which  his  majefty  returned  this  com- 
pliment on  the  (hrove-tuefday  following  aC 
Whitehall,  was,  I  think,  Carew's  CceLUkr 
Britannicum,  written  by  the  king's 
conmiand,  and  played  by  his  majefty,  with 
many  of  the  nobility  and  their  fons  who 
were  boys.  The  machinery  by  Jones,  and 
the  mufic  by  H.  Lawes.  It  has  been  given 
to  Davenant,  but  improperly. 

There  is  a  play  wntten  by  Middleton  a* 
bout  the  year  1623,  called  Inner  Tem* 
PLB  Masque,  or  the  Masque  of  Hb*v 
ROES,  prefented  as  an  inter tainment  for 
Muut)f  i^ortfy  ladiesn  by  the  members  of 
thatfoaety.  Printed,  Lond.  1640.  4to.  I 
believe  it  is  the  foundation  of  Mrs.  Behn*s  • 

CiTY-HEiItRBSS. 

I  have  alfo  feen  the  Masque  op  Flow* 
BRs,  a&ed  by  the  ftudents  of  Grays-inn,, 
in  the  Ban^uetting-houfe  at  White-hall,  onr- 
Twelfth  Night  in  1613.  It  is  dedicated', 
to  fir  F.  Baconr,  and  was  orinted,  Lond. 
1614.  4to.  It  was  the  laft  of  the  court- 
folemnities  exhibited  in  honour  of  Carr,, 
earl  of  Someriet. 

anecdotes^ 
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anecdotes  of  this  exhibition  arc  prcfervcd  by  a  cotemporary, 
a  diligent  and  critical  obferver  of  thofe  feemingly  inlignifi- 
cant  occurrences,  which  acquire  importance  in  the  eyes  of 
pofterity,  and  are  often  of  more  value  than  events  of  greater 
dignity.  *'  On  Monday  after  Candlemas-day,  the- gentlemen 
**  of  the  inns  of  court  performed  their  Masque  at  Court. 
"  They  were  (ixteen  in  number,  who  rode  through  the 
**  ftrects  \  in  four  chariots^  and  two  others  to  carry  their 
^'  pages  and  muiicians;  attended  by  an  hundred  gentle- 
^'  men  on  great  horfes,  as  well  clad  as  every  I  iaw  any: 
-'  They  far  exceeded  in  bravery  [fplendor]  any  Mafque  that 
**  had  formerly  been  prefented  by  thofe  focieties,  and  per- 
^*  formed  the  dancing  part  with  much  applaufe.  In  their 
<^  company^  was  one  Mr.  Read  of  Gray  Vinn ;  whom  all  the 
^*  women,  and  fome  men,  cried  up  for  as  handfome  a  man 
i^  as  the  duke  of  Buckin^iam.  They  were  well  ufed  at 
*^  court  by  the  long  and  queen.  No  difguft  given  them» 
*'  only  this  one  accident  fell :  Mr.  May,  of  Gray's-inn,  a 
«*  fine  poet,  he  who  tranilated  Lucan,  came  athwart  my 
''  lord  chamberlain  in  the  banquetting-houfe ',  and  he  brok« 
**  his  ftafF  over  his  fhoulders,  not  knowing  who  he  was  5  the 
^<  )dng  prefent,  who  knew  him,,  for  he  calls  him  his  pout^ 
•*  and  told  the  chamberlain  of  it,  who  fcnt  for  him  the  nex^ 
^<  morning,  and  fairly  excufed  himfelf  to  him,  and  gave 
"  him  fifty  pounds  in  pieces. — This  riding-fhew  took  fo 
*<  well,  that  both  king  and  queen  defired  to  fee  it  again,  fo 
"  that  they  invited  themielves  to  fupper  to  my  lord  mayor'^ 
^<  within  a  week  after;  and  the  Mafquers  came  in  a  more 
glorious  (how  with  all  the  riders,  which  were  increaied 
twenty,  to  Merchant-taylor's  HaU,  and  there  performed 
ag^n  *."    But  it  was  not  only  l^  the  parade  of  proceifions. 


T  They  went  from  Ely  hoofe.  vol.  i.  p.  207.    It  u  added,  ^*  On  Shrove-^ 

^  At  Whicehall.  iSaeiany  at  night,  the  king  and  die  bida 

»  Sti  AproRM^s  LsTTiat,  Garrard  to      ^  performed  uieir  Mafque.   The  temj^m 

the  Lord  Deputy,  dat.  Feb.  27.  i6$3.      «•  were  all  inrited,  and  well  pleafed,  kc.^ 

See 
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and  the  decorations  of  fcenery,  that  thefe  fpeflacles  were  re- 
commended. Some  of  them,  in  point  of  poetical  compofi- 
tion,  were  cminiently  beautiful  and  elegant.  Among  thefc 
ipay  be  mentioned  a  mafque  on  the  ftory  of  Circe  and 
Ulyffes,  called  the  Inner  Temple  Masque,  written  by  Wil- 


See  alfop.  177.     And  Ft.  Ofbom's  Tr  a- 
DiT.   Mem.  vol.  ii.   p.   134.     Wokks, 
edit.  1722.  8vo.    It  feemt  the  queen  and. 
her  ladies  were  experienced  adrcfles :  for 
the  iame  writer  fays,  Jaa.  9.   1633.  *'  I 
**  never  knew  a  duller  ChriSma^  than  we 
**  had  at  Court  this  yestr ;  but  one  play  all 
"  the  time  at  Whitehall  !—Thc  queen  had 
*'  fome  little  infirmity,  which  made  her 
"  keep  in:   only  on  Twelfth-night,  fhc 
"  feafted  the  king  at  Somerfet-houfc»  and 
"  prefented  him  with  a  play,  newly  ftu- 
*«  died,longfince  printed,  the  Faithful 
**  Shbperdess  [of  Fletcher]  which  the 
•*  king's  players  a£led  in  the  robes  J^e  and 
**  her  ladies  aded  their  Pastoral  in  the 
**  lajlyear.'*    Ibid.  p.  177.     Again,  Jan. 
11.  1634.     "  There  is  fome  relolution  for 
*'  a  Maflce  at  Shrovetide:  the  queen,  and 
**  fifteen   ladies,    are  to   perform,    &c." 
Ibid.  p.  360.  And,  Nov.  9.  1637.  *«Hcre 
*'  are  to  be  two  maikes  diis  winter ;  one 
<*  ^t  Chriihaaiafs,  which  the  king  and  the 
**  young  noble/Te  do  make ;  the  other  at 
**  Shrovetide,   which  the  queen  and  her 
**  ladies  do  prcfent  to  the  king.     A  great 
**  room  it  now  building  only  for  this  ufe 
**  betwixt  th^  guard  chamber  and  the  ban- 
'*  quetting-houfe,  and  of  fir,  &c."    Ibid, 
vol.  ii.  p.  i  30.  See  alio  p.  1 40.  AndFinett*t ' 
Philox£n  19,  **  There  being  a  maflce  in 
'*  pra^ice  of  the  queen  in  peribn,   with 
*'  other  gnsit  ladies,  6cc"  p.  198.     See 
WhitekKK,  fub.  an.  163  a.    ShewaiFalfo] 
an  a^lre(t  in  Davenant's  mafque  of  the 
Temple   op  Love,    with  many  of  the 
nobility  of  both  fexes.    In  Jonfon's  Clo- 
aiDiA  at  Shrovetide,  i630.-^In  Jonfon'a 
Mafque  called  Love  preed  prom  Icmo- 
kance  and  Folly,  printed  in  1640.— 
la  W«  Mounugu's  Shepheard*s  Ora- 
cle, aPaftoral,  printed  in  1649. — In  the 
mafque  of  Albion's  Triumph,  the  Sua* 
^ay  after  Twelfth-night,   1631*    Priated 

Vol.  II. 


1631.— InJLuMiNALiA,  or  The  Feftimal 
ef  Light f   a  mafque^  on  Shrove-tuefday  in 

^1657.  Printed  Lond.  1697.  410. — IuSal* 
MAJpiDA  Spolia  at  Whitehall,  1639. 
Printed  Lond.  1639.  ,4to.  The  words,  I 
believe,  by  Davenant;  and  the  muiic  by 
Lewis  Ridiard,  niafter  of  her  majefty't 
mufic.*-IirTiMPS  restored,  withfour- 

.  teen  other  ladies,  on  Shrove-tuefday  at 
Whitehall,  1631.  Printed  Lond.  163 1. 
4to.  The  words  by  Aurelian  Townfend. 
The  kbg  a6ied  in  fome^  of  thefe  pieces. 
In  the  preceding  reign,  queen  Anne  had 

fiven  countenauce  to  this  pra6tice  ;  and,  I 
elieve.  Aie  is  the  firit  of  our  queens  that 
appeared  perfonally  in  this  moft  elegant 
and  rational  amafement  of  a  court.  She 
a£ted  in  Daniers  Mafque  of  The  Vision 
OP  THE  FOUR  Goddesses,  with  elevea 
other  ladies,  at  Hanipton-court,  in  1604. 
Lond.  1624.  410. — In  Jonfon's  Mas<^e 
OP  <^£ENS,  at  Whitehall,  in  i6op. — ^la 
Danid'i  Tethts's  Festival,  aMafque, 
at  the  creation  of  prince  Henry,  Jun.  5. 
1610.  This  was  called  the  QuBBic't 
Wake.  See  Winwood.  iii.  ilo.  Daniel 
dedicates  to  this  queen  a  pa^ora!  tragi- 
cemedy,  in  «diidi  (he  perhaps  performed, 
called  Hymen's  Triumph.  It  was  pic^ 
fented  at  $omerfet*houfe,  where  fte  mag. 
nifioently  entertained  the  king  on  occafioii 
of  the  marriage  of  lord  Roxburgh;  Many 
othtrs,  I  prelume,  might  be  added.  Among 
the  ENTBaTArKMEHTs  a^  Rutland- 
house,  compofed  by  Davenant  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  there  is  a  De- 
CLAMATiOK,  Or  fEthtr  Difputation,  with 
muiic  concerning  Pmhlic  Entertamrnent  hy 
Mwral  Ripre/entati9n,  The  difputantf  arc  ' 
Diogenes  and  Arillophanes.  I  am  inform- 
ed, that  among  the  manufcript  papers  of 
the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Coxeter,  or  Trinity 
college  in  Oxford,  an  ingenious  and  inqni* 
fitive  gleaner  of  aneodotet  for  a  biographv 

Fff  *• 
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liam  Brown,  a  ftudcnt  of  that  fociety,  about  the  year  1620  •• 
From  this  piece,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  temple-mafqucs  in 
this  view,  I  make  no  apology  for  my  anticipation  in  tran- 
fcribing  the  following  ode,  whkh  Circe  fings  as  a  charm  to 
drive  away  deep  from  Ulyffes,  who  is  diTcovtred  repofing 
under  a  large  tree.    It  is  addreffed  to  Sleep. 

,  The  Charms. 

Sonne  of  Erebus  and  Nighte ! 
Hye  away,  and  aime  thy  flighte,   / 
Where  coflforte  none  oAef  fowte 
Than  the  batt«  and  fullen  owle : 
Where,  upon  the  lymber  gras. 
Poppy  and  mandragoras. 
With  like  fimples  not  a  fewe> 
Hange  for  ever  droppes  of  dewe: 
Where  flowes  Lethe,  without  coyle> 
Softly  like  a  ftreame  of  oylc. 
Hye  thee  thither,  gentle  Sleepe!  . 
With  this  Greeke  no  longer  keepe. 


tween  fir  Fulke  GreviUe  Midi 


of.  Eoglifl^ 

dencfe  oci 

oftfL  tbc  poett   cOBCcraiiM;  imprwcxoMa, 

9,mi.  reformations  pr^poieo  CO  bo  mado  in 

tfieie  court^aatcrliides.  Bot  tkis  fiib|oawill 

be  more  fnliy  oxMunti*  ti4  fiurtiicr  p«r- 

filed,  in  its  proper  j^ace. 

.  Ahu  the  Reftoratioo,  wbeii  the  dignitf 
oC  tbe.  ^  inonaichiol  mantiors  had  fij&rod 
a'  long  eclipfo  from  a  Calviniftic  ofor^- 
tion,  a^feobk  eifint  wae  Biade  to  revive 
tbefe  liberal, and  elegant  amofemrnts  at 
W&itebalL  For  about  tke  x^ar  1675, 
queen  Catharine  oldered  Crowne  td  write 
a  Pailorai  called  CaliIto,  wbitii  wae  aA- 
ea  at  court  by  the  ladm  Mary  and  Anne 
doughters  of  the  dtike  of  YoHc,  and  the 
yoong  nobility.  .  About  the  iame  time  lady 
Anne,  afterwards  oneen,  plaid  the  part  df 
Semandra,  in  jLee't  Mithrjdatbs.  Tlie 
yoimg  noUcaen  were  inftru^ted  b^  Better- 
ton*  and  th^  princeAt  fay  hit  wife  2  wh» 
perhaps  conceived  Shakefpcare  more  f^ly 


than  any  female  that  ever  appeaffed  oft  Ae 
fbtge.  In  remembrance  or  her  xbuMtaS 
infmftions,  Anne^  when  qne«i«  affmed' 
Mrs.  Betterton  an  amraal  penfioft  of  one* 
hondred  pounds.  Langb.  Dram.  P.  p» 
5^.  edifii  1691.    Gibbers  Afol»  p.  1)4. 

This  was  ao~  early  practice  in  Franee.^' 
In  15^40,  MargMt  de  Valda,  ^neon  of 
Navarre^  wioinMomUtiety  whkh  fbettJ^ 
ed  Pastorals,  to  be  adied^  by  the  ladief 
of  her  coort. 

^  Printed  from  nmanalbipt  in  Smanael«^ 
college  at  Cambridge,  by  Tho.  I>nnHea» 
Works  of  W.  Browne,  Lend,  t^ft^  vol. 
iii.  p.  1 II.  In  die  dedication  ta  the  9^ 
cie^  the  aathor  fays,  «^  If  it  d^nerate  itt 
"  kmde  from  thole  other  the  mciety  hatlr 
**'  prodnoed,  blame  yonrf<^^s  for  not  keqK 
*<  tng  a  happier  nnife.'*  Wood  &yt  that 
**  Browne  •*  retiring  to  die  inner  tetof^ 
''•became  famed  Siere  for  hii  poetry.** 
Ath-  Ox<y»,  u  p.  49a. 

Thrke 
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Thrice  J  chargQ  thee  by  my  wand. 
Thrice  with  moly  from  my  hand 
Doe  I  touch  Ulyffcs'  eyes. 
Add  with  th'  iafpis.    TJien  arife 
Sageft  Greeks*! 

In  praife  of  this  fi>ng  it  will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it  re^ 

nunds  us  of  fome  favorite  touches  in  Miltcm's  Comus,  to 

which  it  perhaps  gave  birth.    Indeed  one  cannot  help  ohi. 

ferving  here  in  general,  although  the  obfervation  more  pro» 

perly  belongs  to  another  place,  that  a  mafque  thus  recently 

exhibited  on  the  ftory  of  Circe,  which  there  is  reafon  to  think  , 

had  acquired  fome  popularity,  fuggeiled  to  IVblton  the  hint  of 

ft  mafque  on  the  ftory  of  Comus.    It  would  be  fuperfluous  tip 

point  out  minutely  the  abfolute  iimilarity  of  the  two  cha** 

rafters:   they  both  deal  in  incantations  condnd»d  by  the 

ianie  mode  of  operation,  and  producing  effefts  exactly  parallel. 

From  this  pra^ice  of  performing  interludes  in  the  ions  of 

c6urt,  we  may  explain  a  paiTage  in  Shakefpeare:   but  the 

prefent  eftablifhment  of  the  context  embarrafles  that  e^pla*- 

nation,  as  it  perplexes  the  fentence  in  other  reljpeAs.    ht 

the  Secomp  Part  of  Henry  the  fovrth,  Shallow  is  boaifc- 

ing  to  his  coufin  Silence  of  his  heroic  exploits  when  he 

ihidied  the  law  at  ClementVinn.    **  I  was  once  of  Clement*« 

"  inn,  where  I  think  they  will  talk  of  mad  Shallow  yet. 

«'  SiL  You  were  called  Ju/ly  Shalkw  then,  coufin.    Sbal,  I 

^<  was  called  any  thing,  and  I  would  have  done  aay  thing, 

"  indeed  too,  and  roundly  too.    There  was  I,  and  little 

<*  John  D<Ht  of   Staffordlhire,  &c.     You  had  not  four 

<*  fuch  fwioge-bucklers  in  the  inns  of  CQurt  again.      We 

**  knew  where  all  the  Bona  Roba'^  were,  6cc. — Oh,  the  mad 

«  days  that  J  have  fpcnt'l"    FalftafFe  then  enters,  and  is 

recogniied  by  Shallow^  as  his  brother-ftudent  at  Clement's- 

cfag.  i}$.  '  Act  Hi.  Sc.  BL  *■ 

Fff  a  «  innj 
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inn ;  on  which,  he  takes  occafion  to  refame  the  topic  of  his 
juvenile  frolics  exhibited  in  London  fifty  years  ago.     "  She's 
old,  and  had  Robin  Night  work,  before  I  came  to  Cle- 
ment's inn. — ^Ha,  coufm  Silence^  that  thou  hadft  That  that 
this  knight  and  I  have  feen !  Hah,  Sir  John,  &c/'     Fal- 
ftafFe's  recruits   are  next  brought  forward  to  be  inroUed. 
One  of  them  is  ordered  to  handle  his  arms :  when  Shallow 
fays,  ftill  dwelling  on  the  old  fgivorite  theme  of  ClcmcntV 
inn,  *^  He  is  not  his  craft-mafter,  he  doth  not  do  it  right,    I 
**  remember  at  Mile-End  Green,  when  I  lay  at  Clemen t's-mn*, 
'"  I  was  then  Sir  Dagonet  in  Arthur's  Show,  there  was  a 
"  little  quiver  fellow,  and  he  would  manage  you  his  piece 
"  thus,  &c."    Does  he  mean,  that  he  afted  fir  Dagonet  at 
'Mile-end  Green,  or  at  Clemen t's-inn  ?    By  the  application  of 
a  parenthefis  only,  the  paffage  will  be  cleared  from  ambiguity, 
and  the  fenfe  I  would  aflign  will  appear  to  be  juft.     "  I  re- 
member at  Mile-end  Green,  (when  I  lay  at  Clemen tVinn, 
I  was  then  Sir  Dagonet  in  Arthur's  Show,)  there  was  a 
little  quiver  fellow,  &c/'     That  is,  "  I  remember,  when 
I  was  a  very  young  man  at  Clement*s-inn,  and  not  fit  to 
*^  aft  any  higher  part  than  Sir  Dagonet.  in'  the  interludes 
^*'  ^vhich  \fre  ufed  to  play  in  the  fociety,  that  among  the  foldiers 
"*  who  were  exercifed  in  Mile-end  Green,  thef*e  was  one  rem^k* 
•>♦  able  fellow,  &c  \*^    Tlie  performance  of  this  part  of  Sir 
Digonet  was  another  of  Shallow's  feats  at  Olement's-inn,  on 
-which  he  delights  to  expatiate  :  a  circunoftance,  iti  the  mean 
•time,  quite  foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  what  he  is  faying,  but 
introduced,  on  that  account,  to  heighten  the  ridicule  of  his 
charafter.    Juft  as  he  had  told  Silence,  a  little  before,  that 
be  faw  Schoggan's  head  broke  by  FalftafFe  at  the  court-gate. 


€i 


'<C 


•  In  tlie  text,  <<  When  I  iaiJzt  Clemeni's  In  n.  vol.  i.  foL  1 1  $.  AnSn^  *•  Maifler 
iattf'*  is  U4g4J,  or  live^i.  So  Leland.  **  An  *<  Page  hath  dranlLued  thelioiii(e>  and  nqw 
•'old  manor-placCf  where  in  tymes  pafte 
**  fom  of  the  Moolbrayr  lay  for  a  ftarte." 
IV  is  LIVID  /or  m  timt,  or  fimitimu 


•'old  maoor-placey  where  in  tymes  pafte       <<  xnixJi  lyith  there/'    Ibid.   fol.  I2i. 
**  fom  of  the  Moolbrayr  lay  for  a  ftarte."      And  in  many  other  places. 


cc 
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"  and  the  very  fame  day ^  I  did  fight  with  one  Sampfon  Stock- 
"  filh,  a  fruiterer,  behind  GrayVinn."  Not  to  mention 
the  fatire  implied  in  making  Shallow  aft  Sir  Dagonet,  who 
was  King  Arthur's  Fool.  Arthur's  Show,  here  fuppofed  to 
Jiave  been  prefented  at  Clement's-inn,  was  probably  an  in- 
terlude, or  mafque,  which  aftually  exifted,  and  was  very 
popular,  in  Shakefpeare's  age :  and  feeignis  to  have  been  com- 
piled from  Mallory's  Morte  Arthur,  or  the  hiftory  of  king 
Arthur,  then  recently  publifhed,  and  the  favorite  and  moft 
faflibnable  romance  ^ 

When  the  focieties  of  the  law  performed  thefe  (hews 
within  their  own  refpeftive  refeftories,  at  Chriftmas,  or  any 
other  feftivaf,  a  Chriftmas-prince,  or  revel-mafter,  was  con- 
ftantly  appointed.  At  a  Chriftmas  celebrated  in  the  hall  of 
,the  Middle-temple,  in  the  year  1635,  the  jurifdiftion,  pri- 
vileges, and  parade,  of  this  mock- monarch,  are  thus  cir- 
cumftantially  defcribed*.  He  was  attended  by  his  lord 
keeper,  lord  treafurer,  with  eight  white  ftaves,  a  captain  of 
his  band  of  penfioners  and  of  his  guard ;  and  with  two 
chaplains,  who  were  fo  ferioufly  imprcffed  with  an  idea  of 
his  regal  dignity,  that  when  they  preached  before  him  on 
the  preening  Sunday  in  the  Temple  church,  on  afcending 
the  pulpit,  they  faluted  him  with  three  low  bows.  He  dined^ 
both  in  the  hall,  and  iu  ids  privy-chamber,  under  a  cloth  of 
cftate.  The  pole-axes  for  his  gentlemen  penfioners  were 
borrowed  of  Iprd  Salifbury.  Lord  Holland,  his  temporary 
Juftice  in  Eyre,  fupplied  him  with  venifon,  on  demand :  and 
the  lord  mayor  and  fherifFs  of  London,  with  wine.  On 
twelfth-day,  at  going  to  church,  he  received  many  petitions^ 

'  That  Mile-end  green  was  the  place  for  '*  in   the   fiunef  feafim.''   te.    B^raer'a 

public  fports  and  exercifes,  we  learn  from  Transl.  tooi.  L  c.  583.  fl  262.  a. 
Froiflart.     In  the  affiur  of  Tyler  and  Straw  «  Sec  alfo  Dugd.  Ohio.  Jurid.  p.  151. 

he  fays,  «  Then  the  kynee  fende  to  them  where  many  of  the  drcumftances  of  this  ^'^ 

.**  that   they   ihulde  all  drawe  to  a  fayre  ficer  are  ddfcribed  at  large :  who  alfo  ffle8-> 

*'  playne  place,  called  Myle-end,  where  the  tions,  at  Lincoln Vinn»  a  Kino  os  tkil 

*'  people  of  the  cytic  did  fport  themfclvei  Cockkbts  on  childmrnas-d^ft  cap.  64^ 

P-  247-  .V 
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which  he  gave  to  his  matter  of  rcquefts :  And,  like  other 
Icings,  he  had  a  favorite,  whom,  with  others,  gentlemen  of 
high  quality,  he  knighted  at  returning  from  church.  His 
expences,  all  from  his  own  purfe,  amounted  to  two  thou* 
fand  pounds*.  We  are  alfo  told,  that  in  the  year  1635, 
^'  On  Shrovetide  at  night,  the  lady  Hatton  feafted  the  king; 
"  queen,  and  princes,  at  her  houfe  in  Holbom.  The  Wed- 
**  nefday  before,  the  Princs  op  thb  Temple  invited  the 
prince  Eleftor  and  his  brother  to  a  Mafque  at  the  Temple  ^ 
which  was  very  compleatly  fitted  for  the  variety  of  the 
fcenes,  and  excellently  well  performed.  Thither  came  the 
^^  queen  with  three  of  her  ladies  difguifed,  all  clad  in  the 
^*  attire  of  citizens. — ^This  done,  the  Prince  Vas  depoled, 
•*  but  fince  the  king  knighted  him  at  Whitehall  \" 

But  thefe  fpeAacles  and  entertainments  in  our  law-focieties, 
riot  fo  much  becaufe  they  were  romantic  and  ridiculous  in 
their  mode  of  exhibition,  as  that  they  were  inftitutions 
celebrated  for  the  purpofes  of  merriment  and  feftivity,  were 
fupprefled  or  fufpended  under  the  falfe  and  illiberal  ideas  oF 
reformation  and  religion,  which  prevailed  in  the  fanatical 
court  of  Cromwell.  The  countenance  afforded  by  a  petite 
court  to  fuch  entertainments,  became  the  leading  topic  of 
animadverfion  and  abu(e  in  the  miferable  declamations  of  the 
puritan  theologifls }  who  attempted  the  bufine&  of  national 
reformation  without  any  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  fociety, 
and  whofe  cenfures  proceeded  not  fo  much  from  principles 
of  a  purer  morality,  as  from  a  narrownefs  of  mind,  and 
from  that  ignorance  of  human  affairs  which  necefiarily  ac- 
companies the  operations  of  ehthufiafm. 

^  Strapfoldi's  LBTTKftSy  «t  ioor.  tTMHi  OF  PmNiCB  d'Am^vk,  written  at 

Yol.  i.  p.  507.    The  writer  adds,  *<  All  their  reqneft  for  the  porpofe,  ia  three  (fanrv. 

•  *<  thii  is  done,  to  make  them  fie  to  ^ve  the  The  umc  by  H.  and  W.  Lawet.    like 

'^prince  eledor   a  loyal   entertaiameat,  aamet  of  the  performers  are  at  the  end. 

^  wiA  maik^,  dancings,  and  fone  ocSer  ^  Ihid.  p.  525.  The  writer  adds,  **  Mrt« 

^  exerdfes  of  wit  ia  orattfl^ns  or  arraing*  **  Baffet,  the  mat  laoe-woman  of  Cfaeap« 

f*  tneutBf  that  day  diey  invite  hia.'*  •*  fide,  went  fovmoft,  and  led  the  qpieea 

^  This,  I  think,  was  Davenani's  Tai-  <<  by  the  hand,  &c/'    See  ibid.  p.  506. 

SECT, 
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SECT.    XVIL 

WB  are  now  arrived  at  the  commencement  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century.  But  before  I  proceed  to  a  formal 
and  particular  examination  of  the  poetry  of  that  century, 
and  of  thofe  that  follow,  fome  preliminary  confiderations  of 
a  more  general  nature>  and  which  will  have  a  reference  to 
all  the  remaining  part  of  our  hiftory,  for  the  porpoie  of 
preparing  the  reader,  and  facilitating  our  future  inquiries, 
appear  t6  be  neceffary. 

On  a  retrofpeft  of  the  fifteenth  century,  we  find  much 
poetry  written  during  the  latter  part  of  that  period.  It  is^ 
certain,  that  the  recent  introduftion  into  England  of  the 
art  of  typography,  to  which  our  countrymen  afforded  the 
mofl  liberal  encouragement,  and  which  for  many  years  was- 
almofl  folely  confined  to  the  impreffion  of  Englifh  books,, 
the  fafhion  of  tranflating  the  claffics  from  French  verfiohs, 
the  growing  improvements  of  the  Englifh  language,  and  the 
diffufion  of  learning  among  the  laity,  greatly  contributed  ta 
nultiply  Englifh  trompofition,  both  in  profe  and  verfe* 
Thefe  caufes,  however,  were  yet  immature;  nor  had  they 
gathered  a  fufficient  degree  of  power  and  flability,  to  ope- 
rate on  our  literature  with  any  vigorous  effe6ls. 

But  there  is  a  circumflance,  which,  among  fome  others* 
already  fuggefled,  impeded  that  progreffion  in  our  poetry,. 
which  might  yet  have  been  expefted  under  all  thefe  advan- 
tages. A  revolution,  the  mofl  fortunate  and  important  ia 
mofl  other  refpefls,  and  the  mofl  interefling  that  occurs 
in  the  hiflory  of  the  migration  of  letters^  now  began  to> 
take  place ;  which,  by  diverting  the  attention  of  ingenious 
men  to  new  modes  of  thinking,  and  the  culture  of  new  lan- 
guages, introduced  a  new  courfe  of  ftudy,  and  gave  a  tem* 

porary 
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beauties  of  the  Provencial  troubadours ;  and  by  this  ntw 
and  powerful  magtCi  had  tn  an  eminent  degree  coatributed 
to  reclaim^  at  lead  for  a  tiiQe,  the  pubUc  tafte^  from  a  love 
^of  Gothic  manners  and  romantic  imagery. 

In  this  couAtry^  £0  happily  calculated  for  th^  favourable 
ireceptipDi  the  learned  f  i^tives  of  Greece,  when  their  empire 
wa«  now:  deflroyed,  found  fhelter  and  protection.  Hither 
they  .  imported,  and  here  they  interpreted,  their  antient 
writers,  which  had  been  preferved  entire  at  Conftantinople. 
Theffi  being  eagerly  ftudiqd  by  the  beft  Italian  fcholars,  com- 
iDjunicated  a  tafte  for  the  graces  of  genuine  poetry  and  elo- 
quence 2  and  at  the  fame  time  were  inftnimental  in  prop»^ 
j;ating  a  more  yoA  and  general  relifh  for  the  Roman  poets, 
.orators,  and  hiftorians.  In  the  mean  time  a  more  .elegant 
Jin4  fublime  philofophy  was  adopted ;  a  philoibphy  more 
ffiendly  to  works  of  tafte  and  imagination,  and  more  agrees 
aUfr  td  the  iort  of  reading  which  was  now  gaining  grcauid. 
The  fcholaftic  fubtleties,  and  the  captious  logic  of  Ariftotle, 
* vere.aboUibed  fm  the  mild  and  divine  wifdom  of  Plato. 
.  It  was  a  circumilance,  which  gave  the  greateft  fpl^ndoor 
,aod  importance  to  this  new  mode  of  erudition,  that  it  was 
(e9tfK>uraged  by  the  popes :  who,  cqnfidering  the  encpuragc- 
i9en|  of  literature  as  a  new  expedient  to  eftabliih  their  au^ 
:thorHy  Ojirer  the  minds  of  men,  and  enjoying  an  opuleiit 
.wad^peaceable  dominion  in  the  voluptuous  region  of  Ital5, 
.^3(teAde4  thc»r  patroiiage.oii  this.occafioa  witli  a  UberaliCf  fi> 
generous  and  unreferved,  that  the  court  of  Rome  on  a 
^(udilen  loft  its  ^uftere  cbara6ter,  and  became  the  feat  of  cje- 
.gasice  and  urbanity.  Nicholas  the  fifth,  about  the  year 
I440,  eftabliftied  public  rewards  at  Rome  for  compoiition  in 
:the  learned'  languages,  appointed  profeilars.  in  humanity^  and 
ieinptoyeil  intelligent  perfims!  to  traverfe  all  parts  of  Europe 
in  iearch  ef  elaffic  manufcripts  buried  in  the  monafteries^** 

*See  *«DonundGtOfguDustiiTATio      *<ViiosPttrocmio.**Reou  174^.  4ta.  Aitt* 
^  4«  Nkh.  qniod  eiga  lit.  et  Literal,      ed  to  hii  Lirt,  '    "^ 
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It  was  by  mt&as  ef  the  munificent  fispport  of  pope  Nicholat , 

that  Cyriac  of  AnccOk^  who  may  be  oonfidered  as  the  firft 

antiquary  in  Europe,  was  enabled  to  introduce  a  tafte  for 

gems,  medals,  infcriptions,  and  other  curious  remains  of 

daJffical  antiquity,    which  he  coUeAed  with  indefatigable 

^bour  in  various  parts  of  Italy  and  Greece  ^    He  allowed 

Francis  Philelphus,  an  elegant  Latin  poet  of  Italy,  about 

1450,  a  ftipend  for  tranflating  Homer  into  Latin  %    Leo 

the  tenthi  not  leis  confpicuous  for  his  munificence  in  r&* 

ftoring  letters,  defended  fo  far  from  his  apoftolical  dignity, 

as  to  be  a  fpe^ator  of  the  Poenulus  of  Plautus ;  which^ 

was  performed  in  a  temporary  the^re  in  the  court  of  the 

capitol,  by  the  flower  of  the  Roman  youth,  with  the  addi^ 

tion  of  the.  moft  coftly  decollations ' :  and  Leo»  while  he  wm 

pouring  the  thunder  of  his  anathemas  againft  the  fa«retie«t 

dodrines  of  Martin  Luther,:  publiihed  a  balle  of  cxc6t^ 

munication  againil  all  tbofe  who^ouid  dare  to  cenfure  the 

poems  of  Arioilo.    It  was  under  the.pontificate  of  Leo,  that 

a  perpetual  indulgence  was  granted  for  rebuilding  the  church 

of  a  mouaftery,  which  pofleiTed  a  manu£:npt  of  TMlitlUl^ 

'  9  SeeFr.  Bttrnmnni  Prjef  at.  ad  In-  IreeofR^me.  P.  Tovlvs,  Hitt.  lib',  i^.  iftl 

fcnptkNii.  Gro^ian*  AsUlcL   1707.  foi»  cula.  And  Vir.  Ltojf .  Jft.  lit  p.  iijff, 

Batuz.  MiscELL.  torn.  vi.  p.  539.  Adc,  lairias  hyu  that  the  aAonwen  Mmmmm 

Angoaiai  Pi4Lo«..i>i  NimitMAT.  ix.  javifftnth kflAfffmi.  Andttatlhrenl pi». 

kL  Vott.  de  Hktoe.  Lat.  p.  ^09*    Hit  on  of  poetry  iwe  focittd  Mtko  Am  nnt, 

FriNBRARiuM  was  printed  at  Pbrence»  by  Leo  wai  alio  prefent  at  n  Italian  oo«di» 

h.  Mehoit  174**  ^^*    ^  I"^^'  Afddni  iMfittt«l]y  oardoilal  iibteaiii,  cdlkdC^ 


Epistol.  torn-  ti.  lib.  ix.  p.  149.   And  i^AKoaa,  tA  hooour  lof  tho  

GioRNAi.  dfLettetAiid^ItalU,  torn.  xxi.  Mantua.    It  was  a6ted  bv  noble  rav^  «i 

p.  428.   See  the  Collbctiok  oHwferip^  Ae  l^cioM  opii tmenti or  tbe  VattoM^  mA 

ihnst  by  P.  Apianiu,  and  B.  Amantius,  In-  Leo  nai  placid  in  a  ftct  of  ^broie*   Jbr. 

goldftat.  1634.  fol.  at  the  Momvm.  Ga-  In  Vit.  p.  1^9. 
oiTAN.  *  Panlna  Jcvint  fdatea  an  macdoco  W 

1  Philelph.  Efiit.  xxiv.  i.  xxxvi.  ;.  pope  Leo  tbo  tniitlu  wliick  Acwri  that  loiMi 

In  the  EpitTLS  of  Phllelphvt,  and  in  hit  pafTages  in  thd  duflkt  were  ^iea  at  the 

ten  bookt  of  8at4«  at  JA  Latin  verfe.  are  court  of  Rome  10  very  bad  pnaj^fet,  I MF 

many  curious  particulars  relating  to  the  U-  dve  \l  in  hi*  own  words. .  *<  Non  carait 

trrary  hiftonr  of  tboie  ttmes.  Venet.  ib).  ^  etiam  infamia,  oood  ^hiih  bonelle  noh* 

1502.  His  Nicola  us,  or  two  books  of  "  nullos  e  cubicolariii  (bit  (eranc  ( 


Lyrics,  is  a  pane^ric  on  the  life  and  a^  «<  tota  Italia  nobilifimi)  adamaiot  <t  com 

of  pope  Nicholas  the  fifth.  «<  his  Itaerios  atqoe  Kbere  jocarl  rUeCQir.** 

'  It  was  in  the  yeat  15  m»  on  occafion  of  In  Yixa  Laoif  it  X.  p.  i^u 
JMli.n  Medicis,  Ijeo^t  brother,  being  jnade 

0$%  t  It 
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It  is  'obvioas  to  d)ferve,  how  littte  eoftlbrmabte)  t^i^  |<iff 
tftfte,  theifi  elegant  arts,  jliid  theie  flewir  Mt1ifem«nt»,  {^oved 
tathek  confequences  to  tlie  fpirit  of  the  papal  fylteth:  uiil 
It  is  remarkabte)  that  the  court  of  lUme;  Whole  fotedefi^ 
atid .  intereft  it  had  been  for  fo  iA«ny  certturie»,  totrttktfc 
fhe.minds'  of  men,  (liould  be  the  fir(t  td>  teftore  the  teVt^t» 
and  bitdk^ual  liberties  of  Europe.    The  apoliolic^  fkthers,- 
ttming  at  a  fatal  and  ill-timed  popularity,  did  not  reflect, 
that  they  were  ffaaking  the  throne,  whidi  they  thus  adoi^ed. 
.  Among  thofe  who  diftingtii(hed  tbemfeltes  in  the  exereHe 
o^.thefe  fttidies,   the  firft  and  liioft  ntimeroiis' were  the^ 
Itdtian  ecclefiaftics^    If  not  from  piincipltfs  of  inclination, 
and  a  natural  impulfe  to  follow  thd  paflioili  of  the  tiiM^,  it' 
wm  at  leaft  their  intefeft^  to  eoncor  in  forwar<fing  thofi^ 
itopFoveinents,  which  were  (Commended,  countenanced,  attd' 
anthorifedy  by  their  fpiritual  fovtreign :  they  ab«idoned  the' 
pedantries  of  a  barbarous  theology,  and  cultivated  the  pareft- 
models  of  antiquity.    The  cardinals  and  bifhops  of  Itillf 
odnpoied  Latin  verfes,  and  with  a  fuccefs  attained  by  notid 
inmoK  recent  times,  in  imitation  of  Lucretius,  Catullus/ 
and^Vir^],..  Noe  would  the  encouragement  of  any  other 
Evi'Ofc^t^  potentate  have  availed  fo  much,  in  this  great  w<ork' 
df,  tejftoiln^  literature :  as  no  other  patronage  could  have 
operated  with  fo  powerful  s^nd  immediate  an  influence  otiC 
thiiit  order  of  men,  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  education 
ka4  profeffioft,  muft  always  be  the  principal  itiftnxments  ini 
ft){)pbrting  every  fpecies  of  lk>eral  erudition. 
'And  here  vre  cinnot  but  obferve  the  tteceflaty  conheftioa 
between  literary  compoiition  and  the  arts  of  defign.     No 
fooher  had  Italy  Sanifhed  the  Gothic  ftyle  in  eloquence  and 
poetry,  tbafi  painting,  fculpture,  and  architecture,  at  the 
fatbe  time,  and  in  the  fame  country,  arrived  at  maturity, 
and  appeared  in  ail  their  original  fplendour.    The  beauti^ 
or  fublime  ideas  which  the  Italian  artiHis  had  conceived  front 
the  eonteii^>latioA  of  antient  ftatues  and  antient  teiiiples« . 

were 
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were  invigofated  by  the  ckicriptions  of  Homer  and  Sophor 
des.  Petrarch  was  crowned  ki  Uie  cajdtol^,  and  Raphaef 
was  promoted  to  th6  dignity  of  a  cardiiiaL 

Thefe  im|>rovement$  were  foon  received  in  other  countries/ 
Lafdaris^  one  of  the  moft  learned  of  the  Cpnftantinopolitan 
exiles,  was  invited  into  France  by  Lewis  the  twel/thV  and. 
Fi'anci^  the  firft :  and  it  was  under  the  latter  of  thefe  mo- 
narch that  he  wa3  emjyloyed  to  form  a  library  at  Fontain- 
bleau>  and  to  introduce  Gre^k  profeifors  into  the  univt^r^ty 
of  Paris  '•  Yet  we  find  Gregory  TypKernas  teaching' Greek  at 
Paris,  fb  early  as  the  year  1472  *.  About  the  fame  time,  Anto- 
nius  Eparchus  of  Corfica  fold  one  hundred  Greek  h(>6ks  to  the 
emperour  Charles  th&  fifth  and  Francis  the  firft  %  thofe  jgreat 
rivals^  who  agreed  in  nothing,  but  in  promoting  the  caule , 
of  literature.  Francis  the  firfl  maintiuned  even  a  Greek 
fecretary,  the  learned  Angelus  Vergeriusi  to  whom  he  af- 
figned,  in  the  year  1541,  a  penfion  of  four  hundred  livres[ 
from  his  exchequer  \  He  employed  Juliuti  CamiUus  to  teach 
him  to  fpeak  fluently  the  language  of  Cicero  and  Demofth&p^ 
nes,  in  the  fpace  of  a  month :  but  fo  chinierical  an  attempt 
necefiarily  proved  abortive,  y£t  it  (hewed  his  pailion  for  let-^ 
ters  \  In  the  year  1474,  the  parliament  of  Paris,  who,  like 
other  public  bodies,  eminent  for  their  wifdom,  could  proceed 
on  no  other  foundation  than  that  of  ancient  forms  and 
cuftoms,  and  were  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  an  innova-^ 
tion,  commanded  a  cargo  of  books,;  fome  of  the  firfl  fpeci« 
mens  of  typography,  which  were  imported  into  Paris  by  a 
fador  of  the  city  of  Mentz,   to  be  feized  and  deflroyed. 

<  Da  Breul,  ANTiqviTES  de  Puis,  liv.  firftibj rouBdingbeaiitifiil Gxeek  andRomia 

ii.  1639.  4to.  p.  563.    BembiMiST.  Vb-  tvpes  at  hi&  own  coft,  inviced  m$ny  ftu*' 

jTBT.  par.  ii.  p.  76.  And  R.  Simon.  Cai-  denMf  wke  wtM  ctoght  by  the  degaacc  of 

rif^E  Je  la  Bihl.  Ecclef,  par  du  Fin>  torn.  the  impreflion»  to  reaid  the  antient  books, 

i.  p.  $02.  512.  Prjefat.  ad  Comment,  in  odo  libr. 

'  Hody,  p.  a35.  ^^Lriftotelis  de  Opt.  Statu  Civitat. 
.  1  MorholF,  PotYflisT.  iv.  6.  ^  *  Alciati  Efi^tol.  xxiiL  inter  Gunr*  * 

*  Do  Breuly  ibid.  p.  568.    It  is  a  jail  a^kas,  pa{.  109. 

Frands* 


remark  of  P.  Vidonus,  that  Francis  thcf 
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Francis  the  firft  would  not  fufFer  fo  great  a  difhonour  to 
remain,  on  the  French  nation  >  and  although  he  interpofed 
his. authority  too  late  for  a  revocation  of  the  decree,  he  or- 
dered the  full  price  to  be  paid  for  the  books.  This  was  the 
fame  parliament  that  oppofed  the  reformation  of  the  calen- 
dar, and  the  admiflion  of  any  other  philofophy  than  that  of 
Ariftotle.    Such  was  Francis's  foUicitude  to  encourage  the 

fi*^ces  of  a  claflical  ftyle,  that  he  aboliihed  the  Latin  tongue 
'om  all  public  a£t:s  of  juftice,  becaufe  the  firft  prefident  of 
t9ie  parliament  of  Paris  had  ufed  a  barbarous  term,  in  pro* 
nonncing  fcntence  * :  and  becaufe  the  Latin  code  and  judicial 
procefTes,  hitherto  adopted  in  France,  familiarifed  the  people 
to  a  bafe  Latinity.    At  the  fame  time,  he  ordered  tlipie  for- 
mularies to  be  turned,  not  into  good  Latin,  which  would 
have  been  abfurd  or  impoffible,  but  into  pure  French*:  a 
reformation  which  promoted  the  culture  of  the  vernacular, 
tongue.    He  was  the  firft  of  the  king;  of  France,  that  en-, 
couraged  brilliant  afTemblies  of  ladies  to  frequent  the  Frencii 
court:    a  circumftance,   which  not  only  introduced  new. 
i|>lendour  and  refinement  into  the  parties  and  caroufals  of 
rhe  court  of  that  nionarchy,  but  gave  a  new  turn  to  the 
manners  of  the  French  ecclefiaftics,  who  of  courfe  attended. 
lAic  king,  and  deftroyed  much  of  their  monkifh  pedaptiy  *. 
]  When  we  mention  the  (hare  which  Germany  took  in  the  rcA 
titution  of  letters,  (he  needs  no  greater  panegyric,  than  that 
her  medianical  genius  added,  at  a  lucky  moment,  to  ail  thefe 
fortunate  contingencies  in  favour  of  fcience,  an  admirable^ 
invention,  which  was  of  the  moft  Angular  utility  in  fa- 
cilitating the  difFufion  of  the  antient  writers  over  every  "part 
pf^urope:  I  mean  the  art  of  printing.    By  this  obfervation, 
I  do  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  Germany  kept  no  pace  with 

^  Matagonif  de  Matagonibus  adverfoa,        ^  Brantome,MEM.  tom.i.  p.  227.  Mc* 
lutofftlliam  AntOnii  Matharelli,  p.  226.  zerai»  Hist.  Fnmco,  fur  Hi n.  UI.  ton.  fit. 

<  Vanllaf,  Hist.  deFraii(oisI.  livr.  ir.      p- 446.  4^7. 

her 
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her  neighbours  in  the  production  of  philological  fcholars* 
Rodolphus  Langius>  a  canon  of  Muhfter,  and  a  tolerable 
Latin  poct^  after  many  ftruggles  with  the  inveterate  preju^ 
dices  and  authoritative  threats  of  German  bifliops,  and  Ger- 
man univeriities,  opened  a  ichool  of  humanity  at  Munfter : 
which  fuppUed  his  countrymen  with  every  fpecies  of  elegailt 
learning,  till  it  was  overthrown  by  the  fiiry  of  fanaticiftti, 
and  the  revolutions  introduced  by  the  barbarous  reformations 
of  the  anabaptiftic  zealots,  in  the  year  1534*.  ReuchKn^ 
otherwife  called  Capnio,  cooperated  with  the  laudable  endear 
vours  of  Langius  by  profeffing  Greek,  before  the  year 
I490,  at  BafiP.  Soon  afterwards  he  tranflated  Homes, 
Ariftophianes,  Plato,  Xehophon,  ^fchines^  amd  Lucian^ 
into  Latin,  and  Demofthenes  into  German.  At  Heidel- 
berg he  founded  a  library,  which  he  ftored  with  the 
choiceft  Greek  manufcripts.  It  is  worthy  to  remark,  that 
the  fiiift  public  inftitution  in  any  European  univeriity  for 
promoting  politcu  literature,  by  wfaoch  I  underftand  thefe 
impirovements  in  erudition,  appears  to  have  been  eftablifhed 
at  Vienna.  In  the  year  1501,  Maximilian  the  fidlr  who^ 
like  Julius  Cefar,.  had  compofed  a  commentary  on  his  own 
illUftrious  military  achievements,  founded  in  the  univer- 
fity  of  Vienna  a  College  of  Poetry.  This  fociety  con* 
fiftcd  of  four  profeffors :  one  for  poetry,  a  fecond  for  ora** 
tory,  and  two  others  for  mathematics.  Thfi  profeflor  of 
poetry  was  fo  ftyled,  becaufe  he  prefided.  over  all'  the  reft : 
and  the  firft  perfon  appointed  to  this  office  was  Conradu» 
Celtes,  one  of  the  reftorers  of  the  Greek  language  in  Ger^ 
many,  an  elegant  Latin  poet,  a  critic  on  the  art  of  Latin 
verfification,  the  firft  poet  laureate  of  his  country,,  and  the 
firil  wha  introduced  the  practice  of  a6tingXatin'  tragedies  and 

">  D.  Ckjrtmiu,  Saxoni*.  1.  iii.p.  80.  ^  See  ErnroL.  CtAitoft.  Viitot^  ad  , 

Tridiem.  p.  993.  De  S.  £.   £t  db  Lv      Reuehtin,  p.  m.  4.  17.    Mains,  in  Vita 
MLKAJiiB,  Obi^mam.  p.  239.  Rbvchliiij,  ftc.    [Sff  fapT*  p.  376.] 

comedies 
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comedies  in  public,  after  the  manner  of  Terence  \  It 
was  the  buiineia  of  this  profeflbr,  to  examine  candidates 
in  philiology;  and  to  reward  tbofe  who  appeared  to  have 
made  a  dUlingnifhed  proficiency  in  clafficai  ftndies  with  a 
crown  of  laurd.  Maximilian's  chief  and  general  defign  in 
this  in(Utution,  was  to  mftore  the  languages  And.  the  elo- 
quence of  Greece  and  Rome  «  . 

.  Among  the  chief  feftorecs  of  literature  in  Spun,  about 
,1490^  was  Antonio  dt  JUcbrixa,  cue  of  Che  prafeflbn 
in  the  univeifitjT  of  Alacala«  founded  by  the  magnsficent 
ca^inal  Ximenes^  arcbbifliop  of  Toledo.  It  was  to  the 
,patix»iag)e  of  Ximenes  that  Xi^rixa  owed.Jiii  Gelebrtty^ 
J'rofbundly  verfed  in  «vefy  fpccies  of  iacred  4Uid  prafiuie 
4eamiog«  and  appointed  to  the  refpcAable  office  of  raiyal 
dbifloriafi,  he  choie  to  be  diftinguaAicd  only  by  die  naioe  of 
the  grammarian  ^(  that  is,  ja  teacher  .of  polite  Jdttera.  In 
tins  departmcm;  he. enriched  the  ieminanes  of  6pHn  wkh 
Slew  Gf&ana  of  grammar,  in  1,/atin^  Oceek,.  Jui4rHebMVs 
ami,  with  a  view  to  jxdnce  Jus  jucbve  rtaonpicsoisMbr  iome 
critical  laws,  he.  wrote  comparative  lexicons,  En  .the  Latin, 
Caftiliaa,  and  Spamfh  languages*    Thefe,  at  this  time,  wese 

'  * 'Gdl^'dodietteB  hU  AM6ftvs,  er-Lt-  '  'RoimmHtentift«1iail|BRb^tBtO|fiveJk^ 
tm-Sl^ieSf  tollaxuiuliaoy  ia  aUdn  j>Me-      tams  in  a  polSic  bmMis^.  to  |h|t  19^ 


jryric  picfi^ ;  in  wUch  te-complmients  noons  jronth  of  that  dtv»  in  poetrjr  an(l 

flie  dnptrar,  **  Yo«  jvAo  h«ve  t1iu«Mr  «niory,  with  a  Altiyet  one  hmdrcd  » 

**mQdimci  moA  Jiberally  iie  4Bai«t»  loBg  s<qu  at  was  the  jpradice.  in  the  oiiaa  of  b«^. 

*''wandcTiiig,  an3  bahflhed  fiom  Geiinany  Delcript.  UkB.NoaiNci.  cap.  jiiL , 

»Ty  the  cainmnatttf  ottain  anSulfal  mm,  '' (See  jdie  trnMial  piaaM  kr-ert£Bng 

^VwHh  a  ooUjBge  and  a  peraetnal  ftipend:  that  ooll^»  iajPrchttiwVGBJiaMJi.  Rnv^ 

^<liafln|»  mOMovVr,  stxonnng  to  a  cdflom  auM  Scairtoa.  Var.  ftc.  ioA,  ii.  fidl. 

V  inSaredianj  time  at  Rome;  ddrntod  Fnuicof.  Aoz.  p.  %ij»^tii.hy  |.  HEnuf 

<*  10  me  and  my  fucceflbn,  in^ur  Scad*  Van. Seelcn,  LiAec.  4(0.  17^3.  Andinhu 

**ihe'aoAorhy entreating  andlauieadng  Select.  LiTYaxa.  p. ^SS.  In  lUk  pa- 

^  poets  in  the  find  collm,'te.''  Pakbg.  tent,  the {mrpoie  of  the  IfnnditioB  ia i^ 

Prim,  ad  Maximilian. Tm p.  'Signat.  a.  ii.  cbured  to  be,  **  reftitnerc  abolicam  jvifci 

Amorei,  &c.  Noringb.  1502.  410.    The  **  fsculi  eloquentiam." 

lama  author,  in  iiis  B£sca4J^T^>M  of  the  «  jSee'Nic  Mim.:Blv&iflil0«.3Iitjr  a  v. 

cifyQfNurQmba|gh,.writtenin45ai,fnian-  torn.  i.^p.  I04.— log.  ..  . 

tioas  it  as  a  circomfiance  of  in^ior^nceaod  ^  L.  Vives,  de.Caii£s  CoftaQ^iBAJUUii 

4  Angularit/,  (hat  a  perfon  ikilled  in  the  Art.  ii.  p.  72. 

4  plans 
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flims  of  a  moft  extraordinary  nature  in  Spain ;  and  placed 
the  literature  of  his  country,  which,  from  the  phlegmatic 
temper  of  the  inhaUtants  was  tenacious  of  antient  forms, 
oh  a  much  wider  bails  than  before.  To  thefe  he  added  a 
manual  of  rhetorici  compiled  from  Ariftotle,  TuUy,  and 
Quintilian :  together  with  commentaries  on  Terence,  Virgil, 
Juvenal,  Perfius,  and  other  claflics.  He  was  deputed  by 
Ximenes,  with  other^  learned  linguifts,  to  fuperintend  the 
grand  Compluteniian  edition  of  the  bible:  and  in  the  con^ 
du£t  of  that  laborious  work,  he  did  not  efcape  the  cenfure 
of  heretical  impiety  for  exercifing  his  critical  fkill  on  the 
ikcred  text,  According  to  the  ideas  of  the  holy  inquifition, 
with  too  great  a  degree  of  preciiion  and  accuracy  K 

Even  Hungary,  a  country  by  no  means  unifofmly  ad- 
vanced with  other  parts  of  Europe  in  the  common  arts  of 
civilifation,  was  illuminated  with  the  diftant  dawning  of 
^ience.  Mattheo  Corvini,  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,' 
in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  who  died  in  1490,  was  a  lover 
and  a  guardian  of  literature^.  He  purchafed  innumerable 
volumes  of  Greek  and  Hebrew  writers  at  Conftantinople  and 
other  Grecian  cities,  when  they  were  facked  by  the  Turks : 
and,  as  the  operations  of  typography  were  now  but  imper- 
fed,  employed  at  Florence  many  learned  librarians  to  mul- 
tiply copies  of  clafTics,  both  Greek  and  Latin,  which  he 
could  not  procure  in  Greece  \  Thefe,  to  the  number  of 
fifty  thoufand,  he  placed  in  a  tower,  which  he  had  eredled 
in  the  metropolis  of  Buda":  and  in  this  library  he  eftablifh- 
6d  thirty  amanuenfes,  ikilled  in  painting,  illuminating,  and 
writing:  who,  under  the  conduA  of  Felix  Ragufinus,   a 


*  Sec  Alvtros  Gomcfias  de  Vita  Xi-  Corvini  Jin  nm  Uterariam. 

MjBNis,  lib.  ii.  pag.  43,    Nic.  Anton,  ot  '  See  Joh.  Alex.  Brafficani  PftiBPAT. 

(bpr.  p.  kop.  Imbonatua^  Bibl.  Latino-  ad  SALViANUMy  Bafil.  1530.  foL    And 

HlBR.   p.    315.  MaDBRUS    DB    BiBLIOTHBClt.    p.    145. 

I'Seeretr.JaenichiiNoTiT.BiBLiOTH.  149. 

THOBUNIBN8II9  p.  32.  Who  has  written  '^  Anton.  BonfiniiRBB.  Hitncar.  D^ 

a^  DissBBTATiON    />r   miritis  Muttbia  cad.  iy.  lib.  7.  p.  460,  edit.  1690. 

Vol.  11.                           H  h  h                        Dalmatian, 
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Dalmatian,  confummately  learned  in  the  Greek,  ChaMakr, 
and  Arabic  languages,  and  an  elegant  deiigner  and  paimer  of 
ornaments  on  vellum,  attended  incefiantly  to  the  biifiitds  of 
tranfcription  and  decoration  \  The  librarian  was  Bartholo* 
mew  Fontius,  a  learned  Florentine,  the  writer  of  many  phi- 
lological works  %  and  a  profeiTor  of  Greek  add^  oratory  at 
Florence.  When  Buda  was  taken  by  the  Tarkd  in  the  year 
1526,  cardTmal  Bozmanni  offered  for  tlie  redemption  of  this 
ineftimable  colle6\ion,  two  hundred  thauiMd  pkce9  of  the 
Imperial  money:  yet  withoist  effe^l,  for  the  barbftroiis  be- 
fiegers  defaced  or  deftroyed  mo(t  of  the  books,  iti  th€  Tioletice 
qf  fei^ing  the  fplencfid  covers  and  the  (tlver  boflfts  uid  etal^ 
with  which  they  were  enriched '.  The  learned  C^fo|>aeu^  it- 
kites,  that  a  book  was  brougjht  him  by  an  Hungarian  foldier, 
which  he  had  picked  up,  with  many  others,  in  the  pillage  oi 
king  Conrino's  library,  and  had  preferved  as  a^pri^e,  BMrely 
bccaule  the  covering  retained  fome  marks  of  gold  and'  rich 
workmanfhip.  This  proved  to  be  a  manuscript  of  the 
Etbiopics  of  Heliodorusj  from  which,  in  the  yeai"  1534, 
Obfopaeus  printed  at  Bafil  the  firft  edition  of  that  elkgant 
Greek  romanced 

But  as  this  incidental  (ketch  of  the  hi^ry  of  tht  revival 
of  modem  learning,  is  intended  to  be  applied  to  the  general 
fubjefl  of  my  work,  I  haften  to  give  a  detail  of  the  rife  and 


-^6eliu9,  Apparat.  ADHisToa.Huir-  Turks  to  enter  the  roonii  iAart  h^fatr 

QAR.  Dec.  u  cap.  5.  about  fbor  hundisd  booki^  prinnd^  and  of 

•  Among  other  things,  he  wrote  Com-  no  valuer  difperfed  on  the  0QQIV  ioi  CDr 

iftCflKtriet  on  Perfnis,  Juvenal,  Livy,  and  vered  with  dim  md  flltfa,  LailfefiodBi  Alp- 

Ariftode's  Poetics.    He  tranflated  Pha-  pofes^  that  the  Tdrks^  kiigwni^  the  CQ»^ 

larisV  BpifUes  into  the  Tufcan  language,  dition  of  the  books»  were  aihaoMd  to  give 

gobliihed  at  Florence  1491.     Creicmibeni  him  admittance.    Comubmt.  di  Bibl. 

as  placed  him  among  the  the  Italian  poets.  Vim  00 son.  lib.  iL  c  ix«  p.  994* 
Lrmbeccius  fays,  that  in  the  year  1665,  ^  CoLLicTioMadexo-Schnifiuia,LAcr 

lie  was  ient  to  Bnda  by  theemptror  Leo-  cess.  x.  p.  jio^/eq.   BcUasp  oc  Apr.  tom* 

fM^  to  examine  what  remained  in  this  ili.  p.  225. 

Ubfory.    After  repeated  dehys  and  diffi-  h  In  the  Pre  pace..  See  Neuidki  Pa  ji- 

calticsy  he  was  at  length  permitted  bythe  fat.  ao  Gnouolog.  Stotei,  p.  17. 
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progrefs  of  thefe  improvements  in  England :  nor  fliall  I 
fcruple,  for  the  fake  of  producing  a  full  and  uniform  view, 
to  extend  the  enquiry  to  a  diftant  period. 

Efforts  were  made  in  Our  Englifh  univerlities  for  the  re- 
vival of  critical  ftudies,  much  fooner  than  is  commonly 
imagin^ed.  So  early  as  the  year  1439,  William  Byngham, 
redlor  of  Saint  John  Zachary  in  London,  petitioned  king 
Henry  the  fixth,  in  favour  of  his  grammar  fcholars,  for 
whom  he  had  erefted  a  commodious  manfion  at  Cambridge, 
called  God's  House,  and  which  he  had  given  to  the  college 
of  Clare-hall :  to  the  end,  that  twenty-four  youths,  under 
the  direction  and  government  of  a  learned  prieft,  might  be 
there  perpetually  educated,  and  be  from  thence  tranfmitted, 
in  a  conftant  fucceflion,  into  different  parts  of  England^  to 
thofe  places  where  grammar  fchools  had  fallen  into  a  ftate 
of  defolation'.  In  the  year  1498,  Alcock  bifhop  of  Ely 
founded  Jefus  College  in  Cambridge,  partly  for  a  certain 
number  of  fcholars  to  be  educated  in  grammar*.  Yet  there 
is  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  thefe  academical  pupils  in 
grammar,    with  which  the  art  of  rhetoric  was  commonly 


'  Ubi  fchoix  grammaticales  exidunt  de-  to  the  founder,  bifliop  Walter  df  MertGn, 

Iblatx."     Pat.  Hen.   vi.  ann.  reg.  xvii.  in  grammar  learning,  and  all  neceilaries, 

p.  2.  mcmbr.  16.  fometimes  till  they  were  capable  of  taking 

•  Rymer,  Feeder,  xii.  653.  We  find  early  a  degree.      They  were  placed    in   Nun- 

eflabliihments  of  this  fort  in  the  colleges  of  hall,  adjoining  to  the  college  on  the  eaff« 

Paris.      In   the  year    1304,    queen  Jane  "  Expcnf.  faftac  per  Thomam  de  Herlyng- 

fbunded  the  college  of  Navarre,  at  Paris,  ''ton,  pro  pueris  de  genere  fundatoris  a 

for  diirty  dieologilb,   thirty  artifb,  and  '<  feft.  i!.piph.  ufque  ad  fed.  S.  Petri  ad 

twenty    oraumarians,   who    are    alfo  **  vincula,  21  £dw.  iii.  A.D.  1347."-— 

^\tA  Enfant  i/choliirs  en  grammnire^  They  ''  Ittm^  in  filo  albo  et  viridi,  et  ceteris 

are  ordered  to  hear /f^/^^r /,  [leifons]  mati"  **  pertinenciis,    ad  reparationem  veftiom 

riajf  €t  tarfut^  frout  im  fcbeUs  grammati-  **  tarn  artiftarum   quam   caAMMATico- 

<aiiiiis  €$n/wruit.     Boul.  Hist.  Acad.  **  rum,  vid.  //^M,Mag.  Joh.Comubienfi 

Paris,  vol.  iv.  p.  74.    But  the  college  of  *^  proiklario  scholjb,  m  tertio ouadnm- 

Ave  Maria,  at  Paris,  founded  in  i^39t  **  fimaK,  xd.      Et  hofHario  [umer]  (ao, 

fs  for  a  Mailer  and  fix  boys  only,  from  '^  iid.  ob.      lum^  Mag.  Joh.  Coitiubienii 

nine  to  fixteco  years.    Boul.  ibid.  p.  261.  <<  potertio  efUvali,  xd.    Et  hoftiario.fuo. 

The  fociety  of  Mctton  college,  in  Oxford,  "  iid.  ob."    A.  Wood,  MS.  Coll.  Mertoa 

founded  in  1272,  originally  maintained  in  Collbctan.       [Cod.    MSS.    Ballard. 

the  univerfity  fuch  boys  as  claimed  kindred  BibL  Bodl.  46] 

H  h  h  2  joined, 
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^  loiiicd,  inftead  of  ftudying  the  real  models  of  ftylc^  were 
•diieily  trained  in  fyftertiatic  manuals  of  thefe  fciettces,  filled 

'With'  unpr6(itable  defifikions  and  tmtieceiTary  dxfl&aftions : 
^ftd  that  in  learning  the  arts  of  ekgahce,  they  acquired  the 
barbarous  impropneties  of  diction  which  thofe  arts  were 
iiftended  to  remove  and  refoi^nii.  That  the  foundations  I 
have  itfentlontd  did  not  produce  any  lafting  beneficial  effecls, 
and  tiiat  the  technical  phral^ology  of  nietaphyfics  and  ca- 
AJlftry  dill  coil tintied  to  pi^vail  at  Cambridge/  appears  from 
the' following  anecdote.  In  the  reign  oif  Henry  the  feventh, 
thiat  uiiiverfity  was  fo  deftitute  of  fkill  in  latinity,  that  it 
was  obliged  to  hire  an  Itdlian^  one  C^us  Auberinus^  for 
coQa|)ori7ifg  the  public  orations  and  epi(Mcs,  whofe  fee  Was 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-pence  for  an  epidle  \  Thtf  Tame  per- 
ion  was  employed  to  explain  Terence  in  the  public  fcbools  \ 
Undoubtedly  the  fame  attention  to  a  futile  philofophy,  to 
umntelligible  elucidations  of  Scotus  and  Aquinas^  n<>twith- 
Handlng  the  acceffions  accruing  to  fcicnce  from  the  efta- 
bliihment  of  the  Humfredian  library,   had  given  tlie  iame 

,  tiii^ure  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  ftudies  ^t  Oxford*  For, 
about  the  year  1468,  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  complimented 
Cli44 worth  biiliop  of  Lincoln,  for  his  care  and  endeavours 
in  feftorin^  grammatical  literature,  which,  as  they  reprefent> 
had  long  decayed  and  been  forgotten  in  that  femiriary*% 

*  MSS.  Bibl.  C.  C.  G.  Camb.  Miscell.  mittd  of  Heniy,   Jn  Intfdtiamrk  fir  t$ 

P.  p.  1 94.    Offiiium  magifiri  Glomtriit.    i  lime  t9  ntit^  H  fnttomncf'^  tUtdH/frnkFremck 

oblerve  here,  ^at  Giles  daVadis,  or  M^  trmelfc^mpjletl  fortbfprtmHjkMmy*  Load. 

'dHtas^Bewes,  fttcceifivelyro^ftl  librarian  ^  p.  Waley,   4Kk      [Sm  Pref.  #aHgrave't 

W^ftrittnfh!r,  c^  Henry    tike  ieretitk  and  LiscLAiaciiSMiMl']. -He^diedHii535. 

efj^Mi^  waitf  vL  Freficfaman.    The  laft  king  « «*  Qdod  fedtf  ttdniiodiMi^^ide,  ut  ea 

^litM  him  a'falf^  for  that  ofiiee^  of  ten  *<  erant  tempora^''     Ltbi  Mitt.  Archiep. 

fwxrit^^   m  Ihc  year    t$22.     IViv.  Sig.  Parke^»  MSS.  BAKaa^' MSS.  Haii.  7046. 

Jrj  Hcnf.  Viii.  Offic  Pell.    He  was  pre-  £.12^,6. 

ccptor  tti  Prendv  to  Henry  eighth*  jpnnee  "^  Regiftr.  Uni^.  Oxoiftw  FFvfErisTOL. 

Arthur,  princefs  Mary,  the  kings  of  France  Acad.J  fol.  2C4.    Tlie>£plftlcl  in  this 

indSconandy  and  the  marqotiof  Exeter.  R'egiAer^  contain  many  kftUd- aiModotes  of 

Stowc,XoNDON,  .p.  230.     Among  other  the  reiloratton  of  learning  M  QxArd; 
things  of  the  fort,  he  wrote  at  the  com- 

But 
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But  although  thefe  gleams  of  fcience  long  ftruggled  with 
the  fchoiaflic  cloud  which  inveloped  our  univerfities,  we  find 
the  culture  of  the  claffics  embraced  in  England  much  fooner 
than  is  fuppofed.  Before  the  year  1490,  many  of  our  coun- 
trymen appear  to  have  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  revival 
of  the  ftudy  of  claflics :  yet,  chiefly  in  confequence  of  their 
commuaications  with  Italy,  and,  as  moft  of.them  were 
clergymen,  of  the  «n(?ouragement$.  they  received,  from  the 
liberality  of  the  Roman  pontiffs  \  MiUyng,  abbot  of  Weft- 
minfter,  a^bout  the  year  1480,  underftood  the  Qreck  lan- 
guage: which  yet  is  mentioned  as  a  fingulgf  accompliih- 
ment,  in  one,  although  a  prelate,  of  themonaftk  pi-ofeifion  ^. 
Robert  Flemmyng  ftudied  the  Qreek  and  JLatin  languages 
under  Baptifta  Guarini  at  Ferraraj  and  at  bis  return  into 
England,  was  preferred  to  the  deanery  of  Lincoln  about  the 


'  Soch  of  (mr  cbtmtrymen  as  wrote  in 
l^atiii.at  this  period,  and  were  entirely 
educated  at  kome  without  any  connections 
mth  Italy,  wrote  a  llyle  not  more  cla£ical 
than  that  of  the  monkifh  latin  annalifls  who 
fioorifhed  two  or  three  centuries  before.  I 
will  inftance  only  in  Rofs  of  Warwick,  an- 
thorof  the  HiSTORiA  Regum  Anglic, 
edttcateid  at  Oxford,  an  ecclefiaftic,  and 
dleei^ed  an  eminent  fcholar.  Nor  is  the 
plan  of  Rofs's  Hiftory,  which  was  finifhed 
fo  late  as  the  year  1483,  lefs  barbarous 
than  his  latinity ;  for  in  writing  a  chroni- 
cle of  the  kbgs  of  England,  he  begins, 
.according  to  the  conilant  pra6)ace  of  the 
monks,  with  th^  creation  and  the  firft  ages 
of  the  world)  and  adopts  aU  their  legends 
imd&blef»  His  motives  for  uiulertaking 
thiiwodrk  ere  ^xceediuglv  jpurious.  He  is 
fpcakiiig  lof  the  fi^ethod  or  perpetuating  the 
neniorks  of  famous  men  by  Aatues :  "  AU 
**  foin  ouf  churches,  taberoacles  in  flone- 
•*  work,  or  niches,  are  wrought  for  con- 
«<  raining  images  of  this  kind.  For  in- 
«<  fiance,  in  t&  new  work  of  the  college 
*•  ofWindfor,  [i,  e.  faint  George's  chapel,] 
**  filch  tabernacles  abound,  both  within 
<'  and  without  the  building.    Wherefore, 


**  being  ye^uefled,  ftboot  die  lattsf  end  of 
*'  the  reigu  of  king  Edward  ibc  fpmtb,  by 
•*  the  venerable  matter  Bdws^^d  iSeymor, 
«  Mailer  of  the  Works  that,  and  at  the 
*'  defire  of  the  faid  king,  to  compile  a  hif- 
**  tory  of  thofe  kings  and  princes  who  have 
**  founded  churches  and  cities,  that  the 
**  images  placed  in  thofe  niches  might  ap- 
**  pear  to  greater  advanuge,  and  more  ef* 
*^  fedually  preferve  tho  naine»  of  the  per- 
**  fons  reprefented';  at  the  inftance  of  this 
**  my  brother-lludent  at  0)tford,'and  efpe* 
*'  daily  at  the  defire  of  the  faid  moft  nook 
'<  monarch,  as  alfo  to  exhilarate  the  minA 
*'  of  his  royal  fnccefiburs,  I  have  nnder- 
'*  taken  hi^  work.  Sec.'*  Edit.  Hearae; 
Oxon.  1745.  p.  I  to*  8vo* 

y  Lelandj  in  V^ .  One  Ai^ai^fbt^  edu- 
cated at  Oxfordv;!!  BenediAinemeDk  of 
Norwich,  and  vihf>.  Uve^  ^t  Rwae  the 
greatefi  pa|3t  of  his  lij^r  la  iaid  to  have 
written  many  pieces  in  Hebrew,  Greek, 
and  Latin.  He  died  at  Rome,  in  the  year 
1397.  Tanner,  p.  z66.  L^land  mentions 
John  B^te,  a  Carmelite,  oif  York,  about 
the  year  1429,  as  aGreel^  fibholar.  Scrips  ' 
tor.  Batus. 


year 
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year  1450'.  During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fourth,  he 
was  at  Rome ;  where  he  wrote  an  elegant  Latin  poem  in 
heroic  verfe,  entitled  Lucubrationes  Tiburtin^,  which 
he  infcribed  to  pope  Sixtus  his  fmgular  patron*-  It  has 
thefe  three  chafte  and  ftrong  hexameters,  in  which  he  de* 
fcribes  the  perfon  of  that  illuftribus  pontiff. 

Sane,  quifquis  in  hunc  oculos  converterit  acreis. 
In  facie  vultuque  viri  fublime  videbit 
Elucere  aliquid^  majeftatemque  verendara. 

Lcland  alTures  us,  that  he  faw  in  the  libraries  of  Oxford 
a  Grcco-Latin  lexicon,  compiled  by  Flemmyng,  which  has 
cfcaped  my  fearches.  He  left  many  volumes,  beautifully 
written  and  ridily  illuminated,  to  Lincoln  college  in  Oxford^ 
where  he  had  received  his  academical  education  \  About  the 
fame  period,  John  Gunthorpe,  afterwards,  among  other 
numerous  and  eminent  promotions,  dean  of  Wells,  keeper 
of  the  privy  feal,  and  matter  of  King's  hall  in  Cambridge, 
attended  alfo  the  philological  leftures  of  Guarini :  and  for 
the  polifhed  latinity  with  which  he  wrote  Epistles  and 
Orations,  compofitions  at  that  time  much  in  ufe  and  rcr* 
.quefl:,  was  appointed  by  king  Edward  the  fourth  Latin  ie« 
cretary  to  queen  Anne,  in  the  year  1487  %    The  manufcripts 


•  »Wood.  Hist.  Univ.  Oxok.  li.  62. 
Whartony  Append,  p.  155.  Bate,  viii.  2 1 . 
»  Printed  at  Ferrara,  1 477.  8vo.  In  two 
bopki.  He  was  prothonotaiy  to  pope 
Sixtnt.  In  this  poem  he  mentions  Baptifta 
PIatina»  the  librarian  at  Rome ;  who,  to- 
gedier  with  moft  of  the  Italian  fcholars, 
-«iras  his  familiar  fnend.  See  Carbo's  fii- 
tieral  Oration  on  Goarini.  I  know  not 
whether  one  John  Opicias,  our  countryman 
Bs  it  feems,  and  a  Latin  poet»  improved  his 
ttib  in  Italy  about  this  time :  but  he  has 
Jeft  fome  copies  of  elegant  Latin  verfes. 
MSS.  Cotton.  Vbspas.  B.  ir.  One  is^ 
De  rfc/V  Henri ci  fcptimi  in  GaUimm  frogrtjfu. 
It  begins,  *'  Bella  canant  alii  Trojae,  pro- 
*'  Aracacjoe  dicant,"    Another  is,  De  ejuf^ 


dem  laudibus  fuh  prsetextu  re/a  fwrfmna^  a 
dialogue  between  Mopfut  and  Mdibeos. 
One  of  the  poems.  On  Cbrifiweett,  hat  die 
date  1497. 

»» Lei.  ibid. 

^  Pat.  7.  Edw.  iv.  m.  2.  Vift  of  his 
Orations  before  illofbioos  Deribnam 
ars  extant,  MSS.  BodL  NE.  F.  u.  20.  la 
the  fame  manufcript  are  his  Aiv nota- 
tion es  quadam  Critics  in  n^erta  ftur- 
dam  apud  poetas  citatn.  He  gife  many 
books,  colleAed  in  Italy,  to  Jefos  college  at 
Cambridge.  Lei.  Coll.  iii.  13.  He.  was 
ambaflador  to  the  king  of  Caftile,  in  1466, 
and  1470.  Rymer,  Foed.  xi.  572.  6$ 3;. 
Bale  mentions  his  Di^erfi  generis  Cae- 
MiNA.viii.  42.    And  a  book  on  Rhetoric 

coUeded 
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colle6led  in  Ifaly,  which  he  gave  to  both  the  univerfities  of 
England,  were  of  much  more  real  value,  than  the  fumptuous 
filvcr  image  of  the  virgin  Mary,  weighing  one  hundred  and 
forty- three  ounces,  which  he  prefented  to  his  cathedral  of 
Wells  ^     William  Gray  imbibed  under  the  fame  preceptors 
a  knowledge  of  the  beft  Greek  and  Roman  writers :  and  in 
the  year   14.54,  was  advanced  by  pope  Nicholas  the  fifth, 
equally  a  judge  and  a  protcdtor  of  fcholars,  to  the  bifhoprick 
of  Ely'.     This  prelate  employed  at  Venice  and  Florence 
many  fcribes  and  illuminators  \  in  preparing  copies  of  the 
claflics  and  other  ufeful  books,  which  he  gave  to  the  library 
of  Baliol  college  in  Oxford  *,  at  that  time  efteemed  the  beft 
in  the  univerfity.     John  Phrca,   or  Free,  an  ecclefiaftic  of 
Briftol,   receiving  information  from  the  Italian  merchants 
Ivho  trafficked  at  Briftol,  that  multitudes  of  ftrangers  were 
Conftantly  crouding  to  the  capitals  of  Italy  for  inftruftion 
m  the  learned  languages,  pafled  over  to  Ferrara ;  where  he 
became  a  fellow-ftudent  with  the  prelate  laft  mentioned,  by 
whofc  patronage  and  afRftance  his  ftudies  were  fupported  V 
He  tranllated  Diodorus  Siculus,  and  many  pieces  of  Xcno^ 
phon,  into  Latin  *.     On  account  of  the  former  work,  he  was 
nominated  biftiop  of  Bath  and  Wells  by  pope  Paul  the  fecond,. 

^  Rcgiflr.  Ecdcf.  Wcllcnf.    ^  of  thefe  he  complaiat,  thai  the  biAopV 
'  Wharton,  Ancl.  Sacr.  i.  672.  remittances  of  money  had  failed,  andcnxt 
'  One  of  thofe  was  Antoninus  Marius.  he  was  obliged  to  pawa  bis  books  and 
fh  Baliol  college  library,  one  of  biihop  dothes  to  Jews  at  Ferrara. 
Gray's  manufcripts  has  this  entr^.  **  An-  ^  '  He  alfo.  tranflated  into  latin  Synefius't 
*'  toniusMarii  filiua  Florentinuscivistranf-  Panegyric  on  Baldness*  FAnted,  Ba* 
"  cripfi  ab  originalibus  exemplaribus,   2  iil.  1521.  8vo.  [.Whence  Abraham  Flem- 
'^  JoL  1448.  &c.''    MSS.  Ixviii.     [Apud  ming  made  his  EngHih  tranflation,  Lon- 
MSS.  Langb.  BAL.p.  8i.]     See  Leland.  don^  '^79*1    Lehind  mentions  fooie  flow- 
Co  ll.  Bi.  p.  21.  ing  latm  heroics,  which  he  addreiTed  to  hit 
«  Leland,  Coll.  nt  fupr.  p.  61.        ^  patron  Tiptoft,  earl  of  Worccfter,  in  which 
^  Among  Phrea's  Epistlhs  in  Baliol  Bacchus  expoftulates  with  a  goat  gnawing 
library,  one  is  Precbptori  suo  Gua-  a  vine.  Coll.  iii.  13.     And  ScriptoIi* 
RiNO,  whofe  cpiilles  are  full  of  encomi-  P»reas.     His  Cosmographia  MuNDt 
umson  Phreas,  MSS.  Bal.  Coll.  Oxon.  G,  is  a  colleftion  from  Pliny.   Leland,  Coll. 
g.     Sec  ten  of  his  epiftles,  five  of  which  iii,  p.  58.    See  MSS.  Br.  Twync,  8,  pag. 
arc  written  from  Italy  to  bi(hop  Gray,  285. 
MSS:  BibL  Bodl.  NE.  F.  ii.  20.    In  one 

but 
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but  died  before  confecration  in  the  year  1464''.    His  Latin 
Epiftles,  five  of  which  are  addrcffcd  to  his  patron  the  bifliop 
of  Ely,  difcover  an  uncommon  terfenefs  and  facility  of  ex- 
preffion.    It  was  no  inconfiderable  tcftimony  of  Phrea's  tafte, 
that  he  was  requefted  by  fome  of  his  elegant  Italian  friends, 
to  compofe  a  new  epitaph  in  Latin  elegiacs  for  Petrarch's 
tomb :    the   original  infcription   in  monkifh  rhymes^    not 
agreeing  with  the  new  and  improved  ideas  of  Latin  verfifi- 
cation  *.    William  Sellynge,  a  fellow  of  All  Souls  college  in 
Oxford,  difgufted  with  the  barren  and  contrafted  circle  of 
philofophy  taught  by  the  irrefragable  profelTors   of  that 
ample  feminaiy,  acquired  a  familiarity  with  the  mod  excel- 
lent antient  authors,  and  cultivated  the  converfation  of  Po- 
litian  at  Bononia ",  to  whom  he  introduced  the  learned  Li- 
nacer ".    About  the  year  1460,  he  returned  into  England  5  and 
being  elected  prior  of  Chrift-Church  at  Canterbury,  enriched 
tbo  library  of  that  fraternity  with  an  ineftimable  coUedion; 
of  Greek  and  Roman  manufcripts,  which  he  had  amafled  In 
Italy*".    It  has  been  faid,  that  among  thefe  books,  which 
were  all  foon  afterwards  accidentally  confumed  by  fire,  th«:« 
was  a  complete  copy  of  Cicero's  Platonic  fyftem  of  politics^ 
D£  R£PUBLICA^    King  Henry  the  feventh  fent  Sellynge  ia 


^  See  Lelandy  Coli.  iii.  58.     VlTood,  /cripdont,    caUed    Caiioli,    or   carols. 

Hist.  Univ.  Oxon.  ii.  76.  Angl.  Sacr.  i.  p.  145.  ieC 

>  See  Lelandy  Coll.  iii.  13. 63.    Leland  PThisisaflemd  on  theanthorityof  L9- 

Tays  that  he  had  the  new  epiuph.  Novum  land.    ScaiPToa.  at  fopr.  [See  fupr.  p. 

mceligans.    Scriptor.  Phreai.    '<  Tofcit  218.]     Cardinal  Pole  expended  two  tlioli- 

<*  me  geniiit,  &c.''  fand  tfowns  in  fearching  for  Tdly*i  & 

<"  Ldand,  Cillingus.  Books  de   RBPVBtiCA  in  Potaaot  bat] 

"  Id.  Itin.  vi.  f  5.  widiOQt  fuccefs.     E'pistol.  Alcbami  ad. 

^  Woody  Hist.  Univ.  Oxon.  ii.  177.  Sturm,  dat.  14  Sept.  1555.  lib.  L  p.  99. 
In  a  mooaiUc  Obitart,  cited  by  Whar-  And  Stnrmius,  in  a  letter  to  Aicham  [dar.' 
ton,  Jie  IS  faid  to  be,  **  Latina  quoque  et  30  Jan.  1552.]  fays,  that  a  peHbn  in  his 
Ga/BCA  lingua  apprime  inititutus."  It  is  neighbourhood  had  flattered  him  with  a 
added,  that  he  adorned  the  library  over  the  promife  of  this  ineftimable  treafore.  .  Bar- 
prior's  chapel  with  ezquifite  fculptures,  and  thius  reports,  that  chey  were  in  the  mona^ 
Airnifhed  it  with  books,  and  that  he  glazed  ftery  olFulda,  on  vellum,  but  defbroyed  hf 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  doyfters  of  his  mona-  the  foldiers  in  a  pilkge  of  that  convent, 
hery,  for  the  ufe  of  his  ftudious  brethren,  Chrifliani  Feufteli.  Miscellan.  p.  47. 
(bang  on  the  walls  new  texts,  or  in-  Compare  Mabillon.  Mus.  Italic,  torn. 

i.  p.  79. 
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the  quality  of  an  envoy  to  the  king  of  France :  before  whom 
he  fpoke  a  moft  elegant  Latin  oration  ^  It  is  mentioned  on 
his  monument,  now  remaining  in  Canterbury  cathedral,  that 
he  underftood  Greek. 

Doftor  theolpgus  Selling,  Grxca  atque  Latina 
Lingua  perdodlus.—        —        — 

This  is  an  uncommon  topic  of  praife  in  an  abbot's  epitapE.^ 
William  Grocyn,  a  fellow  of  New  college  at  Oxford,  pur-i' 
fued  the  fame  path  about  the  y^  1488 :  and  having  perfeft* 
ed  his  knowledge  of  the  Greek  tongue,  with  which  he  had 
been  before  tinftured,  at  Florence  under  Demetrius  Chal- 
condylas  and  Folitian,  and  at  Rome  under  Hermolaus  Bar-- 
barus,  became  the  firft  voluntary  lefturer  of  that  language 
at  Oxford,    before  the  year   1490 '•     Yet  Polydore  Virgil> 
perhaps  only  from  a  natural  partiality  to  his  county,  affirms^ 
that  Cornelius  Vitellus,  an  Italian  of  noble  birth,  and  of 
the  moft  accompliflied  learning,   was  the  firft  who  taught 
the  Greek  and  Roman  daflics  at  Oxford '.    Nor  muft  I  for- . 
get  to  mention  John  Tiptoft,  the  unfortunate  earl  of  Wor- 
ccfterj  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fixth,  rivalled  the 
moft  learned  ecclefiaftics  of  his  age,  in  the  diligence  and 
felicity  with  which  he  profecuted  the  politer  ftudies.     At 
Padua,  his  Angular  Ikill  in  refined  Latinity  endeared  him  ta 

* 

i.p.79.  Ifta^uUartreI»lr«»  that  in  the  year  of  LiTy^  the  ANTtCATOMisofCe&r,  and 

1 5769  during  the  iiege  of  Mofco«r»  fome  an  entire  copy  of  Petroniat. 

noble  Poliih  officcrsy  accompanied  by  one  p  From  hu£»itAPH. 

Voinuikius^aman  profixindly  fldlled in  the  "i  Wood»  Hist.  Univ.  Oxon.  L  246. 

kame4  langoages,  made  an  excurfion  into  See  Fiddes't  Wolset,  p.  201. 

the  interior  parts  of  Moicovy  ^  where  they  '  Amcl.Histor.  lib,  xxvi.  p.  610.  30. 

found,  among  odier  valuable  monumcDta  o£  edit.  Bafil.   1554.  fbl.    But  he  feems  to 

antient    literature,    Tully's    REPoatjCy  have  only  ban  fchoolmaflrr  of  Nfagdalen 

written  in  golden  letters.     Acad,    hru  or   New«college»      See  Nic.    Harpsfield, 

Scient.  torn.  p.  S?.     It  is  to  be  wiCbed^  Hist.  Eccles.  p.   651.  who  fays,  that 

that  the  fame  £0oa  fortune  which  difcovera  this  Viteliiiit  fpoke  hiB  frft  »ratien  at  New- 

riiis  work  of  Cicero,  will  alfo  reftore  the  college.     **  Qoi  frimam  fuam  firationem  vtk 

jeoiainder  of  Ovid's  Fa  stx,  the  loft  Decads  *«  coDegio  Wiccamenii  habuit." 

Vol.  II.  Ill  pope 
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pope  Pius  the  fecond,  and  to  the  moft  capital  ornaments  of 
the  Italian  fchool*.  His  Latin  Letters  ftill  remain,  and 
abundantly  prove  his  abilities  and  connections  \  He  tran-- 
dated  Cicero's  dialogue  on  Friendship  into  Englifh  *.  He 
was  the  common  patron  of  all  his  ingenious  countrymen, 
who  about  this  period  were  making  rapid  advances  in  a  more 
rational  and  ample  plan  of  (ludy ;  and,  among  other  in- 
fiances  of  his  unwearied  liberality  to  true  literature,  he 
prepared  a  prefent  of  choien  manufcript  books,  valu^  at 
five  hundred  marcs,  for  the  encreafe  of  the  Humphredian 
library  at  Oxford,  then  recently  inftitutcd^  Thefe  books 
appear  to  have  been  purchafed  in  Italy;  at  that  time  the 
grand  and  general  mart  of  antient  authors,  efpecially  the 
Greek  claffics '.    For  the  Turkifh  emperors,  now  feated  at 


'  See  Ware,  Script.  HiBtRH.  ii.  133. 
Gamd.  Brit.  p.  436.  And  die  Fimml 
Orition  of  Ludovico  Carbo,  on  Goarini. 

'  In  this  oorrerpondence,  four  letters  are 
written  by  the  ean,  viz.To  Laurence  More* 
John  Fre  or  Phrea»  William  Attedjrff;  and 
MMfifter  Vincent.  To  the  earl  are  letters 
of  Gideotos  Martins,  Bapdfta  Goarini,  and 
othM  MPt^mms  friends.  MSS.  Scclef. 
Cathedr.  Lincoln. 

"  Printed  by  Caxton,  1481.  fol.  Leland 
Ainks,  that  the  verfion  of  Tolly  dt  SimSmn, 
printed  alio  by  Caxton,  was  made  by  thu 
earl.  Bot  this  tranilation  was  made  by 
WilUamof  Wyrceftre,  or  William  Botoner, 
an  eminent  phyfidan  and  anti^oanr,  from 
the  French  of  Lawrence  Premierfait»  and 
Mticntisd  by  the  tranflator  to  bifhop  Wayn- 
flete,  Aog.  20,  1473.  See  MSS.  HarL 
4319.  2.  3.  Typtoftalfe  tranllated  into 
Mptih  two  elegant  Latin  Orations  of 
Banatvfius  MajenomontanoSy  foppofed  to  be 
fpoktn  by  C.  Scinio  and  C.  Fuminios,  who 
wvra  rivals  in  tie  coortfliip  of  Locretia. 
This  verfion  was  printed  bv  Caxton,  with 
Tally's  two  Dialoovis  abovementioned. 
He  has  left  otlfer  pieces. 

^  KriiT.  Acad.  Oxon.  259.  Regiftr. 
F  F«  f.  I  i  I  *    i  Tufpeft,  that  on  the  earl's 


execQtion,  in  1^70,  they  were  never  re* 
cdved  by  the  oniverfity.  Wood«  Anti^* 
Un.  Oxon.  iL  50.  Who  adds,  tliat  the 
earl  meditated  a  benefa^on  of  the  iame 
kind  to  Cambridge. 

"  As  tbe  Greek  langoage  became  &• 
ihioluible  in  the  coorfe  of  ernditioo,  we  find 
the  petty  fcholars  afeding  to  ondeiftand 
Gredc.  This  appears  from  the  fbUowing 
paflage  in  Barcliy's  Sair  op  Foolis, 
written,  as  we  have  (een»  about  theosd  of 
the  fifteenth  centory : 

Another  boafteth  Umfelf  that  hath  bene 
In  Greece  at  fcholet,  and  many  oder 

lande; 
Bat  if  that  he  were  appofed*  well,  I  wcne 
TheGredtes  letten  he  fcant  doth  imdaw 

ftand. 

Edit.  1570.  ot  fopr.  foL  185.  a.  With 
regard  to  what  is  here  fnggeftedy  of  onr 
coontrymen  reforting  to  Ureeoe  for  in- 
ftrodiony  Rhenanas  acqoainu  os»  that  lily, 
die  fiunoQs  grammarian,  was  not  only  inti- 
mately  acauainted  with  the  whole  circle  of 
Greek  aothors,  bot  with  the  domeftic  life 
and  familiar  converiation  of  the  Greeks,  he 
having  lived  fome  time  in  the  iflaad  of 
Rhodes.  Pa^PAT.adT.MoriEpiGaAMt 


*  Examined. 


edit. 
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Conftantinople,  particularly  Bajazet  the  fecond,  freely  im- 
parted thefe  treafures  to  the  Italian  emiflaries,  who  availing 
themfclves  of  the  fafhionable  enthufiafm,  traded  in  the  cities 
of  Greece  for  the  purpofe  of  parchafing  books,  which  they 


edit.  Bafil.  1 5  20.  410.  He  (bid  at  Rliodes 
five  years.  This  was  about  the  year  1 500. 
I  have  before  mentioned  a  Tranilation  of 
Vegetius's  Tactics,  written  at  Rhodes, 
in  the  year  14591  by  John  Newton,  evi- 
nently  one  of  our  countrymen,  who  perhaps 
fhidied  Greek  there.  MSS.  Laud.  Bibl. 
Bodl.  Oxon.  K.  ^3.  It  muft  however  be 
remembered,  that  the paflion  for  vi/iting  the 
holy  places  at  Jeruudem  did  not  ceafe 
among;  us  till  late  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  eighth.  Sec  The  pylgrymagt  offyr  Ri- 
chard TorkyngtoHt  far/on  of  Muiberton  in 
Norfolk,  to  Jcrufalemy  An,  i^iy.  Catal. 
MSS.  vol.  2.  182.  vol.  2.  William  Wey, 
fellow  of  Eton  college,  celebrated  mais  cum 
caniu  orgnnicot  at  Jerufalem,  in  the  year 
I47f.  MSS.  James,  Bibl.  Bodl.  vi.  153. 
See  hislTiNiRARiis,  MSS.  Bibl.  Bodl. 
NE.  F.  2.  1 2.  In  which  are  alfo  fome  of 
his  Ensliih  rhymes  on  The  Way  to  Hicrufa- 
km.    He  went  twice  thither. 

Bardaj,  in  the  fame  jftanza,  like  a  plain 
ccd^afhc,  cenfures  the  prevailing  pradice 
of  going  abroad  for  inflmdion ;  which, 
for  a  time  at  leaft,  certainly  proved  of  no 
fmall  detriment  to  our  Englifh  fchools  and 
univerfities. 

But  thou,  vayne  boafler,  if  thou  wilt  take 

in  hand 
To  ftudy  *  cunning,  and  ydelnes  defpife, 
Th*royalme  of  England  might  for  thee 

fuffice : — 
In  England  is  fuificient  difcipHne, 
And  noble  men  endowed  wiih  fcience,  &c. 

And  in  another  place,  ibid.  fol.  54.  a. 

One  runneth  to  Almayne,  another  into 

Fraunce, 
To  Paris,  f  P^dway,  Lombardy,  or  Spayne; 
Another  to  ||  Bonony,  Rome,  or  Orleaunce, 
To  Cayns,  to  §  Tholous,  Athens,  or  4  Co* 

layne : 
And  at  the  lad  retumeth  home  agape. 
More  ignoraunt.     —    — 


Yet  this  pradke  was  encouraged  b^  fome 
of  our  bifhops,  who  had  received  their  edu- 
cation in  Englifh  univerfities.  Pace,  one 
of  our  leamra  countrymen,  a  friend  of 
Erafmus,  was  placed  for  education  in  eram* 
mar  and  mufic  in  the  family  of  Thomaa 
Lfngton,  biihop  of  Winchefter ;  who  kept 
a  domeftic  fchool  within  the  prediifis  of 
his  palace,  for  training  boys  in  thefe  fd-. 
ences.  <<  Humaniores  literas  (fays  my 
**  author)  tanti  eftimabat,  ut  domeftica 
^*  fchola  pueros  ac  juvenes  ibi  emdien- 
"  dos  curavit,  &c."  The  biihop,  who 
took  the  greatest  pleafnre  in  examining  hit 
fcholars  every  evening,  obferving  that 
young  Pace  was  an  extraordinary  proficient 
in  muiic,  thought  him  capable  of  better 
things ;  and  fent  him,  while  yet  a  boy,  to 
the  univerfity  of  Padua.  He  afterwards 
ftudied  at  Bononia :  for  the  (ame  biihop, 
by  Will,  bequeaths  to  \il\%  fclflar^  Richard 
Pace,  iludying  at  Bononia,  an  exhibition 
of  ten  poands  annually  for  dbven  yean.  See 
Pace's  Ta  ACT  AT  us  i/^/ri/^iv  qui  ex  iioc 
trina  ftrcipitur^  edit.  Baiif,  r5i7.  i.to.  p. 
27.  2^.  In  which  the  author  calk  nimfelf 
biihop  Langton's  a  manu  mimfier.  See  al« 
fo  Langton's  Will,  Cur.  Pnerog.  Cant. 
Regiilr.  Mooni.  qu.  10.  Biihop  Lang- 
ton  had  been  provoil  of  queen's  coU^  at 
Oxford,  and  died  in  1501.  At  Padua 
Pace  was  inilru^ed  by  Cuthbert  TuniUU» 
afterwards  biihop  of  Durham,  and  the  giver 
of  many  valuable  Greek  books  to  the  uni- 
verfity of  Cambridge ;  and  by  Hugh  Lati- 
mer. Tract  AT.  ut  fupr.  p.  6.  99.  103, 
Leland,  Co  l  l  .  iii^  1 4. 

We  find  alfo  archbiihop  Wareham,  be- 
fore the  year  1520,  ediKatin^  at  his  ows 
expence,  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  years,  Ri- 
chard Croke,  one  of  the  firil  reilorers  of 
the  Greek  language  in  England,  at  the  uni- 
veriities  of  Paris,  Louvam,  and  Leipfic  r 
from  which  returning  a  moil  accomphihed 
fcholar,  he  fucceeded  Erafmus  in  the  Greek 


^  Kaovlcdge.        \  Padua.        |1  Bononia. 


S  Ciien  and  Tholonfc. 

Ili2 


4  Cologne  in  Gernianr. 

profeflbrjhip^ 
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fold  in  Italy :  and  it  was  chiefly  by  means  of  this  literary 
tiaffic,  that  Cofmo  and  Laurence  of  Medici,  and  their  mu- 
nificent fucceffors  the  dukes  of  Florence,  compofed  the  fa- 
mous Florentine  library ''. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark  the  popularity  which  muft  have 
accrued  to  thefc  politer  ftudies,  while  they  thus  paved  the 
way  to  the  mod  opulent  and  honourable  promotions  in  the 
church :  and  the  authority  and  eftimation  with  which  they 
muft  have  been  furrounded,  in  being  thus  cultivated  by  the 
moft  venerable  ecclefiaftics.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  dig- 
nified  clergy  of  the  early  and  darker  ages  were  learned  be- 
yond the  level  of  the  people  *.    Peter  de  Bkns^  fucceilively 


j^rofeflbrfliip  at  Cambridge.     Croke  dedi- 
cated to  archbiihop  Ws^eham  his  Uimo- 

buCTIOVfiS    IN    KUDIMBNTA    Gr^CA, 

jttiAted  in  the  (hop  of  Euduriiu  Cervicor- 
jfiias,  at  Cologne,  1520. 

With  regard  to  what  has  been  here  Aid 
concerning  the  pradice  of  educating  bo^i 
in  the  families  of  our  bifhop*,  it  appears 
that  Groftheod,  biihop  of  Lincoln  in  the 
thirteenth  century*  educated  in  this  manner 
qioft  of  the  nobility  in  the  kingdom,  who 
were  placed  there  in  the  cha  rafter  of  pages : 
^  Filiot  Nobilinm  procernm  regni,  qoot 
t^t  (ecum  kabuit  domicbllos."  Joh.  de 
Athona.inCoNSTiT.OTTOB0N.  Tit.  23. 
inYoc  Barokes.  Cardinal Woifey,affcL- 
Uihop  of  York,  educated  in  his  YumlCc  many^ 
of  the  young  nobility.    Fiddes's  WoLSBr, 

i>.  100.  See  what  is  faid  above  of  the  qua- 
ity  of  pope  Leo's  Cubicularxi,  p.  411. 
Fiddes  cites  a  record  remaining  in  the  fa- 
mily of  the  earl  of  Arundel,  written  in 
l6xOy  which  contains  inftradions  how  the 
younger  fon  of  the  writer,  the  earl  o£  Arun- 
4el,  mould  beliave  bimfelf  in  the  Aunily  of 
the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  whither  he  is  (ent 
for  education  as  page :  and  in  which  his 
lordfhip  obierves,  that  his  grandfather  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  his  uncle  the  earl  of 
Northampton,  were  both  bred  SLS^gts  <witb 
6ijh9pps,  Fiddes,  ibid.  Records.  No.  6. 
c.  4.  pag.  19.  Sir  Thomas  More  was  edu- 
cated as  a  page  with  cardinal  Moreton, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,    about   1490, 


I 


who  was  to  (Iruck  with  hia  genius,  that  he 
would  often  fay  at  diimer,  YHs  Mid  here 
waiting  mt  iahle  it  /o  nftey  imgtmuu^  t^oi  ke 
twill  erne  dmy  fre^e  am  eMtrmerdiwary  wum, 
Mori  Utop.  cited  by  Stapleton,  p.  157. 
138.  And  Roper's  IIorb,  p«  27.  edit. 
nt  fupr. 

V  Many  of  them  were  feot  into  Italjr  bf 
Laurence  of  Medids,  porticalarfy  Joha 
Lafcaris.  Varillas  hj%^  thar  Bajoec  the 
iecond  undediood  Avenoes's  conuMMwies' 
on  Ariilotle.  Akbcoot.  de  Floreooe,  p. 
183.  P.  Jorii  Eloc.  c.  xxxi«  p.  74-  La<^ 
caris  alfo  made  a  voyage  into  GrMcc  .by 
command  of  Leo  the  tenth ;  and  bronglie 
with  him  fome  Greek  boys,  who  were  to 
be  educated  in  the  college  which  Aat  pope 
had  founded  on  mount  Qgirinal,  'and  who 
were  intended  to  propagate  ihe  genuine 
and  native  pronunciation  of  the  Greek 
tongue.    Jov.  ut  fupr.  c.  xxxi. 

^  The  inferiour  clergy  were  in  the  mean 
time  extremely  ignorant.  About  the  year 
1300,  pope  Boniface  eke  eighth  pobHflied 
an  edi^,  ordering  the  incumbents  of  ecde^ 
iiadic  benefices  to  quif  their  cures  (or  a  cer- 
tain time,  and  to  fhidy  at  the  univeriitics; 
[See  his  ten  ConstitutionrSy  ia  dit 
BuLLARiuM  MAGNUM  of  Laertios  Che- 
rubinBs,  tom.  i.  p.  198.  feq.'  Where are.his 
EreSiones  ftudibrum  gineralimm  in  cinniekn 
Firmana^  Roma^  et  A^venione^  A.  D.  1 303. 1 
Accordingly  our  epifcopal  regiilers  are  full 
of  licences  grantea  for  ihis  purpofc.    The 

redor 
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archdeacon  of  Bath  and  London,  about  the  year  1 160,  ac- 
quaints us,  that  the  palace  of  Becket,  archbifliop  of  Canter- 
bury, was  perpetually  filled  with  bifhops  highly  accomplifhed 
in  literature :  who  paffed  their  time  there,  in  reading,  dif- 
puting,  and  dccidmg  important  queftions  of  the  ftate.  He 
adds,  that  thefe  prelates,  although  men  of  the  world,  were 


re£torof  BedhamptOD,  Hants,  being  an  ac- 
Colite»  is  permitted  to  ftody  for  ieven  years 
from  the  ame  of  his  inftitution,  in  Uttraram 
fcitntia^  on  condition  that  within  one  year 
le  is  made  a  fubdeacoo,  and  after  (even 
years  a  deacon  and  prieH.  Mar.  5.  1302. 
Regiftr.   PowrrssAR.  Wirtton.    fol.    38. 
Another  redor  is  allMed  to  (lady  for  feven 
years,  in  loco  quern  eligit  et  ubi  viget  ftu- 
dium  gentraU^  16  kal.  Oftobr.  1303.  ibid, 
fbl.  40.     Another  receives  the  fame  privi- 
lege, to  ftudy  at  Oxford,  Orleans,  or  Paris, 
A.  D.  1304.*  ibid.  fol.  42.     Another,  be- 
ing defirous  of  ftudy,  and  able  to  make  a 
proficiency.  Is  licenced  to  iludy  in  aliqv.o 
ftudi9  tr  an/mart  no  ^  A.  D.  1291.  ibid.  fol. 
94.  This,  howevci',  was  three  years  before 
BMiftcd  became  pope.     Another  is  to  flu- 
dy  ptr  terminvm  (onfii/ufionis  no'uell^^  A.  D. 
/3<J2.  ibidi  fol.  37.  b.     But  thefe  difpcn- 
fMoin,  the  neccffity  of  Which  proves  the* 
illiteracy  of  the  piiefts,  wejie  moft  common- 
lypfocorbd  for  pretences  of  abfence  or  nejg- 
Ica.     Or,  if  in  confequence  of  fuch  dif- 
penfktions,  tHcy  went  to  any  univerfity, 
they  fecm  to  have  mifpent  their  time  there 
in  riot  and  idlenefs,  and  to  have  returned' 
tfwre  iijnoram  than  before.     A  grievance 
towhicA  Gower  allades  in  the  Vox  Cla- 
mant is,  a  poem  which  prcfcnts  fome  cu- 
rious pidlurfcs  of  the  manners  of  the  clergy, 
both  feoilar  and  monadic,  cap.  xvii  lib.  3. 
MSS.  Coll.  Omti.  Anim.  Oxon.  xxix.   Hie 
Voquitttr  de  Redoribus  illiSf  qui  fub  epi/copo 
iicentiati  fingunt  fe  ire  /colas ^  ut  fub  nomine 
nrirtutJj  *vftia  cor  for  alia  Jrequentint* 

Et  fic  Ars  noftrum  Curatum  reddit  inertem, 
I>e  longo  fhidio  fert  nihil  inde  domum  : 
Slultus  ibi  venit,  fed  flultiorinde  redibit,  Sec. 

■  By  4lri  we  are  here  to  uriderftand  the 
fcholaitic  fcicnccf,  and  by  Curatus  the  bc- 


beneficed  prieft.  But  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary anecdote  of  incompetency  which  I 
have  ieen,  occurs  fo  late  as  the  year  144S. 
A  redlor  is  inftituted  by  Waynflete  biftipp 
of  Winchefter,  on  the  prefentation  of  Mer- 
ton  priory  in  Surrey,  to  the  parifh  of  Sher-  y/ 

field  in  Hampfhire.  But  previoufly  he  takes 
an  oath  befor^e  the  bifliop,  that  on  account 
of  his  infufHcicncy  in  letters,  and  default  of 
knowledge  in  the  foperintendcnce  of  fouls, 
he  wiU  learn  Latin  for  thd  two  following 
years ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  firfl  year  he 
will  fubmit  himfdf  tb  be  examined  by  the 
bifhop,  concerning  hit  progrefs  in  ghun- 
mar ;  and  that,  if  on  a  (econd  examination 
he  (hould  be  .found  deficient,  he  will  refign* 
the  benefice.  Regirtr.  Waynflete. 'Win- 
ton,  fol.  7.     In  the  Strrtutes-of  New  Col- 
lege at  Oxford,  given  in  the  year  1386, 
one  of  the  ten  cnaplains  is  ordered  to  learn 
^ranimar,  and  to  oe  able  to  *writei  in  or-- 
der  that  he  may  be  qualified  for  the  ardu- 
ous taik  of  aififling  the  treafurers  of  the  fo- 
ciety  in  tranfcribmff  their  £atin  evidences. 
Statut.  Coll.  Nov,  Rubric.  58.    la 
the  (latutes  of  Bradgare  college  iii  Kent, 
given  in  1^98,'  it  is  required  that  the  go« 
vernor  of  the  houfe,  who  is  to  be  a  pneft, 
fhould  read  wdl,  conftrue  Latin  wel^  and 
fing  well,  /ciat  bene  legere^  bene  conftruere^ 
et  bene  cnnt'are,  Dugd.  Mo N  AST.  torn.  xii« 
Ecclef.  Cbllegiat,  p.   UH.  col.  2.    At  an 
epifcopal  vifitation  of  faint  Swithin^  priory 
at  Wincheller,  an  ample  fociety  of  Bene- 
di^Unes,  bifhop  William  of  Wykeham  or- 
ders the  monatte^  to  provide  an  Ik  for- 
ma tor,  or  Latin  preceptor,  to  teach  the  v^ 
priefb,  who  performed  the  fefvice  in  the 
church  without  knowing  what  they  were 
tttterbg  and  could  not  attend  to  the  com- 
mon flops,  to  read  grammatically,  Feb.  8* 
1386.  MSS    Harl.  328.     Thefe,  indeed, 
were  not  fecular   priefts  :    Che    inftance, 

however, 
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a  fociety  of  fcliolars :  yet  very  different  from  thofc  who  fre- 
quented the  univerfities,  in  which  nothing  «was  taught  but 
words  and  fyllables,  unprofitable  fubtletics,  elementary  fpe- 
culations,  and  trifling  diftin£tions  \  De  Blois  was  himfelf 
eminently  learned,  and  one  of  the  moft  diflinguifhed  orna- 
ments of  Becket's  attendants.  He  tells  us,  that  in  his  youth, 
when  he  learned  the  Ars  Versificatoria,  that  is,  philo* 
logical  literature,  he  was  habituated  to  an  urbanity  of  flylc 
and  expreflion :  and  that  he  was  inftituted,  not  in  idle  fables 
and  legendary  tales,  but  in  Livy,  Quintus  Curtius,  Suetonius, 
Jofephus,  Trogus  Pompeius,  Tacitus,  and  other  claffical 
hiftorians  ^  At  the  fame  time  he  cenfures  with  a  juft  in- 
dignation, the  abfurdity  of  training  boys  in  the  frivolous 
intricacies  of  logic  and  geometry,  and  other  parts  of  the 
fcholaftic  philofophy;  which,  to  ufe  his  own  emphatical 
words,  **  Nee  domi,  nee  militiaj  nee  in  foro^  nee  in  claujiroy 
•*  nee  in  eeclefia^  nee  in  euria,  nee  alieubi  profunt  aKcm  */^     The 


fcowerer,  illaflratet  what  is  here  thrown 
together. 

Wicdifie  fays*  that  the  beneficed  priefts 
of  his  age  **  kunnen  [know]  not  tke  ten 
**  cpmmandmentsy  oe  read  their  fanter,  ne 
"  nadtrftand  a  verfe  of  it."  Life  of  Wic- 
cliffe,  p.  38.  Nor  were  even  the  biiho^s 
of  the  fourteenth  century  alwavs  very  emi- 
nently qualified  in  literature  of  either  (brt. 
In  the  year  I387»  the  bifhop  of  Worcefter 
informed  his  clergy,  that  the  Lollards,  a 
fett  of  reformers  whofe  dodrines,  a  few 
fimatical  extravagancies  excepted,  coincid- 
ed in  man^  refpeds  with  the  prefent  rati- 
onal prinaples  of  proteftantilm,  were  fol* 
UvMrs  ^/'Mahomit.  Wilkins,  Cotf oil. 
torn.  jSkm  p-  202.  [See  fupr.  p.  190.  in 
the  NoTis.] 

But  at  this  time  the  moft  fhameful 
grofsnefs  of  manners,  partly  owbg  to  their 
ceUbacy,  prevailed  among  the  clergy.  In 
the  ftattttes  of  the  college  of  faint  Mary 
Ottery  in  Devonfhirc,  dated  1337,  and 
given  by  the  founder  bifhop  Grandifim,  the 
following  injunAion  occurs.  '*  Item  fta- 
'*  tttimus,  quod  nullus  Canonicas,  Vicarins, 
**  vel  Secundarios,  pueros  chorifbs  [col- 
**  Xt^l  ftcum  fernoQwii  aut  in  k&uU  cum 


**  ipfis  dormiret  faciat  fea  permittat/'  Cap. 
50.  MS.  apod  Archiv.  Wnlvef.  Wlnton. 
And  what  fhall  we  thmk  of  the  religiooa 
manners  and  practices  of  an  age,  when  the 
following  precautions  wcie  tmnight  necef- 
fary,  in  a  refpedable  collmate  dinich> 
confifting  of  a  dean  and  fix  fecular  canons^ 
amoly  endowed?  **  Statutnm  ^,  quod* 
**  n^uis  convi£his  fuerit  de  pcocato  Sodo- 
**  mitico,  vel  arte  magica*  ^c/*  From  the 
ftatutes  of  Steke-Clare  coUee^  in  Snfiblk^ 

S'ven  by  the  dean  Thomas  Jlameiley,  in 
e  year  1422.  Dugd.  Movast.  «t  fopr. 
p.  169.  col.  I. 

From  thefe  honid  pidores  let  os  torn 
our  eyes,  and  learn  to  fet  a  joft  value  ob 
that  pore  religion^  and  thoSfe  improved 
habiti  of  life  and  manners,  n^ch  we  at 
prefent  enjoy. 

*£pisT.  Petr.  Blefenf.  vi.  fol.  3.  a. 
Opera,  edit.  Parif.  1510.  fbl. 

^  Epist.  cii.  fbl.  49.'  b. 

«  Ibid.  That  is,  ''  Which  are  of  no  real 
'^  ufe  or  fervice,  at  home,,  in  the  camp,  at 
^  the  bar,  in  the  doyfter,  in  the  court,  ia 
**  the  church,  or  indeed  in  any  place  or 
**  fituation  whatfoevcr." 

The 
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Latin  EpifUes  of  De  Blois,  from  which  thefe  anecdotes 
are  taken»  are  full  of  good  fenfe,  obfervations  on  life,  ele- 
gant turns,  and  ingenious  allufions  to  the  claflics.  He  tells 
Jocelyne,  bifhop  of  Salifbury,  that  he  had  long  wiflied  to  fee 
the  bifhop's  two  nephews,  according  to  promife :  but  that  he 
feared  he  expe6):ed  them  as  the  Britons  expedfced  king  Arthur, 
or  the  Jews  the  Mefliah  ^  He  defcribes,  with  a  livelinefs  by 
no  means  belonging  to  the  archdeacons  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, the  difficulties,  difappointments,  and  inconveniencies» 
of  paying  attendance  at  court*.  In  the  courfe  of  his  corre- 
fpondence,  he  quotes  Quintilian,  Cicero,  Livy»  Salluf):, 
Seneca,  Virgil,  Quintus  Curtius,  Ovid,  Statins,  Suetonius, 
Juvenal,  and  Horace,  more  frequently  and  familiarly  than 
the  fathers  ^  Horace  feems  his  favorite.  In.  one  of  the 
letters,  he  quotes  a  pailage  concerning  Pompey  the  Great, 
from  the  Roman  Hiftory  of  Salluft,  in  fix  books,  now  loft, 
iuid  which  appears  at  prefent  only  in  part  among  the  frag- 
ments of  that  valuable  hiftorian*.  In  the  Nuga  Curia- 
LiuM  of  Mapjs,  or  fome  other  manufcript  Latin  traft  writ- 
ten by  one  of  the  fcholars  of  the  twelfth  century,  I  remem- 
ber to  have  feen  a  curious  and  ftriking  anecdote,  which  in  % 


'  Epist.  li.  fol.  24. 1.  efteemed*  both  ia  lecular  and  facrtd  Uiera* 

*  "  Ut  ad  miniflenalct  CQiis  redeanit  ttire*  die  moft  confommate  pnelate  of  hb 

apod  fbrinfecos  janitorei  biduanam  forte  tiine.     Becket,    Bpistol.    lib.    iiL    ;• 

gratiam  aliqab  multipltci  obfeqnio  me-  Wilipr  Mapett  their  ootemporary,  giviflg 

rebitor.— Rqgem  dorattre,  aot  iBgrotare,  FoUot  the  fame  charader*    fayf  he  waa 

"  aot  efle  ia  ooniiliis,  mentientttr.— «Oilia-  t  r  i  u  i*  /^  iiij/imus  Ungmarmm  Latin^^  G^iU 


**  riot  camerae  oonfimdat  altiffimos !     Si  iictt^  AngUc^t  0  Uuiitffinu  iiftrf$  im  fim^ 

^  nihil  dederit  oftiario  adnm  eft.    Si  niM  tuUs.    AdikL  MSS.  Jambs,  xiv.  p.  86« 

*^  mttmlttis.MuHomerttffms.  Poftprimam  Bibl.  Bodl.  [ExNucxa  Cvrial.] 
'*  Cerbenim»  tibi  fopercft  aliu  horribilior  <  '<  De  magno  Pompeio  ivfert  SaUnfiai^ 

**  Cerbero,  Briareo  terribiliory  neijiiior  Pyg-  <'  quod  cum  luacribnt  faltu,  com  velodbiia^ 

<*  malione,  cmdelior  Minotaoro.    Qoanta-  '*  curTii,  cum  validis  vefte  oertabat,  ftc. 

•s  conqoe  tiU  mortis  neceffitas,  ant  difcri-'  *'  ice.**    Epist.  xdv.  ioL  45.  ••     Par^ 

*«  men  exhacredatioois  inoibat,  non  intrabis  of  this  paflage  u  cited  by  Vegetios,  a  fii- 


"  men  exiueredatioou  moibat,  non  ratrabu      of  tnu  pauage  u  ated  t>y  vegetios,  a  ta- 
^  ad  re^m.''    Efist.  sdv.  fol.  8.  b.  vorite  author  of  the  a^  ot  Peter  de  Blob. 

*  'Xatu  and  Preach,  the  vernacular  ex-      De  Rs  Milit.  lib.  1.  c  ix.    It  b  e^i* 
cepted,    were  the    only    languages 
koovm.    Foliot  biihop  of  London,  a 
porary  with  De  Blou  and  Becket, 


cepted,    were  the    only    languages   now      bi ted  by  the  modem  editors  of  Sallaft,  as  it 
known.    Foliot  biihop  of  London,  cotem-      ftands  in  Vegetius. 


fliort 
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ftiort  compafs  (hews  Beckct's  private  i(ie98  concerning  the 
bigottries  and  fuperftitious  abfurdities  of  his  religion.  The 
writer  gives  an  account  of  a  dinner  in  Becket's  palace ;  at 
which  was  prefent,  among  many  other  prelate?,  a  Ciftercian 
abbot.  This  abbot  engroffcd  alnioft  the  whole  converfatipn, 
in  relating  the  miracles  performed  by  B*obcrt,  the  founder  of 
bis  order.  Becket  heard  him  for  fome  time  with  a  patient 
contempt^  and  at  length  could  not  help  breaking  out  with 
BO  fmall  degree  of  indignation,  And  tbefi  are  your  miracles ! 

We  muft  however  view  the  liberal  ideas  of  thefe  enligh-^ 
tened  dignitaries  of  the  twelfth  century  under  foine  reftric-^ 
tions.  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  their  literature  was 
clogged  with  pedantry,  and  deprelTed  by  the  narrow  notions 
of  the  times.  Their  writings  Ihew,  that  they  knew  not  how 
to  imitate  the  beauties  of  the  antient  clafCcs.  Exalting  in 
an  exclufive  privilege,  the  certainly  did  not  fee  the  folid  and 
popular  ufe  of  thefe  ftudies :  at  leaft  they  did  not  chufe^  or 
would  not  venture,  to  communicate  them  to  the  people, 
who  on  the  other  hand  were  not  prepared  to  receive  them« 
Any  attempts  of  that  kind,  for  want  of  afliftances  which 
did  not  then  exfft,  muft  have  been  premature;  and  theie 
lights  were  too  feeble  to  diffipate  the  univerfal  darki^fs. 
The  writersf  who  firft  appeared  after  Rome  was  ravaged  by 
the  Goths,  fuch  as  Boethius,  Prudcntius,  Oroiius,  Fortu- 
natius,  and  Sedulius,  and  who  naturally,  froih  that  circum*^ 
fiance,  and  beeaufe  they  were  Chriftians^  came  into  vogue 
at  that  period,  ft  ill  continued  in  the  bands  of  common 
readers,  and  fupcrfcded  the  great  originals.  In  the  early  age* 
of  Chriftianity  a  ftrange  opinion  prevailed,  in  conformity 
•  to  which  Arnobius  compofed  his  celebrated  book  againft  the 
gentile  fupierftitions,  th^t  pagjtn  authors  were  calculated  ta 
Corrupt  the  pui;:e  theology  of  the  gofpel.  The  prejudice 
however  remained,  when  even  the  fufpicions  of  the  danger 
were  removed.  But  I  retu^rn  tQ  the  progrefs  of  modem 
kttera  in  the  fifteenth  century.  •   .       * 

SECT. 
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SECT.     XVIII. 

SOON  after  the  year  1500,  Lillye,  the. famous  gram-; 
marian,  who  had  learned  Greek  at  Rhodes,  and  had. 
afterwards  acquired  a  po|i/hed  Latinity  at  Rome,  under  Jo- 
hannes Sulpicius  and  Pomponius  Sabinus,  became  the  firft 
teacher  of  Greek  at  any  pu blip  fchool  in  England.  This 
was  at  faint  PauFs  fchool  in  London,  then  newly  eftablifhed 
hy  dean  Colet,  and  celebrated  by  Erafmus;  and  of  which 
Lillye,  as  one  of  the  mofl:  exafl  and  accomplilhed  fcholars 
of  his  age,  was  appointed  the  firfl  mafter ''.  And  that  an- 
tient  prejudices  were  now  gradually  wearing,  off,  -  and  ^ 
national  tafte  for  critical  ftudies  and  the  graces  of  compo<^ 
(ition  began  to  be  difFofed,*  appears  from  this  circumstance 
alone :  that  from  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
three  to  the  reformation,  there  were  more  grammar  fchools, 
mofl  of  which  at  prefent  are  perhaps  of  little  ufe  and  im-^ 
portance,  founded  and  endowed  in  England,  than  had  beea 
for  three  hundred  years  before.  The  pr^fticc'of  educating 
our  youth  in  the  monafleries  growing  into  difufe,  near 
twenty  new  grammar  fchools  were  eflablifhed  within  this 
period :  and  among  thefe,  Wolfey's  fchool  at  Ipfwich,  which 
foon  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  refentment  or  the  avarice  of  Henry 
the  eighth,  deferves  particular  notice,  a^  it  rivalled  thofe  of 
Winchefler  and  Eton.    To  give  fplendor  to  the  infi;itution^ 

.   '^  KmghtyidPB  of  CoIet»  p.  19.    Facet  **  enidido,  at  extmra  birharie,  in   qna 

abovementionedj  in  the  E^ ittk  dedicatory  **  aoftn  adolefcentes  folebuit  fere  aeutem 

toColet.  hefotc  his  TreatiCe  De /ruati  fui  **  confumere,    ko.**     Efafinus    byt^    Im' 

ex  DoSrina  ftrcifiturt  thas  complimeati  15«4»  tbitc  he  had  tai^t  a  youth*  in  dyee 

Lillye*  edit,  fiafil.  ot  fupr.  1517.  p.  13.  years,  more  Ladn  than  he  cbiildhave  ac- 

*^  Ut  politiorem  Latinitatem,    et  ipfam  quired  in  any ichool. in  Eiyrland,  «t£//f««« 

**  Romanam'lin^am,  in  Britanniam  no-  euidam  exctpta^  not  even  Ullye's  excepted* 

''  Jbram  introdoxifle  videatur.— Tanta  [ei]  Epistol.  165.  p.  140*  torn.  iiL 

Vol.  II.  K  k  k  Befide 
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befide  the  fcholars,  it  confifted  of  a  dean»  twelve  canonic 
and  a  numerous  choir'.  So  attached  was  Wolfey  to  the  new 
modes  of  inftru£tion,  that  he  did  not  think  it  inconfiftent 
with  his  high  office  and  raiik,  to  publiih  a  general  address 
to  the  fchoolmafters  of  England,  in  which  he  orders  them  to 
hffthiite  their  youth  in  thr  moft  el^nt  literature ".  It  b  to 
liewifbed  that  all  his  edi6b  had  been  empldfsd  t^  fo  liberal' 
ahi  bleful  a  purpoTe.  There  is  an  anecdote  on  record,  whicb 
ftfongly  marks  Wolfey-s  character  in  this  point  of  view. 
Notwithftanding  his  habits  of  pomp,  1m^  once  e6nddceiide<f 
io  1)6  a  ()pedator  of  a  Lattn  tragedy  of  Dioe,-  fmm  Virgil, 
a<fted  by  the  fckolars  of  faint  Paul's  fchoolj  and  written  bjf 
John  Rightwife,  the  mafter,  an  eminent  grammarian'.  .  Bit^ 
Wplley  might  have-pleaded- the  authority  of  pope  Leo  the 
ienthj'  who  more  than  onee  had  been  prefent  at  one  of  thefe 
cKfflcal  fi>eftacle8. 

'^ 'It  tdoes  hot  hoWfever  appear^  that  the  cardinal's  liberal  fijoH 
^kiehts  were  in  general  adopted  by  his  brother  prdates.  A^t 
the  foundation  of  faint  Paul's  fchool  above-mentioned,  oiii 
6f  the  biihop^,  eminent  for.  his  wifdom  and  gravity,  «t  a 
^bHc  affemMy,  feverely  cenfured  CcJet  the  founder -fe^ 
fiifFering  the'Latin  poets  to  be  taught  in  the  new  ftruf^ure, 
ii^hich  he  tfaeitfore  flyled  a  houfe  of  pagan  idolatiy*.  . 
•*  111  the  yeaM5i7,  Pox,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  founded  a 
ibVlege  dt  Oxford,  in  which  he  conftituted,  with  competent 
fGpold^,'  two  profedbrs  for  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages*. 
Altli6ug;h  fome  -flight  idea  of  a  claffical  leflnre  had  already 
•p^aird-at  Cambridge  In  the  fyAem  of  coHegtate  difdplinc*. 


'  'Tuuia,tloTir,M6ii.p.  jso.  **  iMtQnn,  imo  nttlmi,  imo  edaa,  at 

'*-«•' Ble^dffiflUi  liimttn.'*   nddet't  *<  HEmTerfaa«ar,jDnMMM*ikMc,*e.'* 

WaU«t. '  Cei't.  p.  105.  rOofcth  Starmo.  Lend^  iji^.]-  Ki^^ 

'  •Wood,  Aik.  0Mi.  i.  15.    9ee  Mat  Ltrt  or  Cottr,  p.  319. 

jff^vftU»praftice,{um:.p.  3^6.  *8r«Tvr.  C.C.C.  On*,  dtt. Joi, 

"  ■>  •«  Epiftxi]min  i|M»dan,  et  ton  ^  to.  tciy.  cxr.  xx.  M.  -51.   BibL  Mdl, 

*^tabttaraSAyttiiTioiiiav*,  ianm*  MSS  1Lav».  I.  j6. 

••  hominnm' CbBVomit  Mlbimtdbaum  'M  ChrUPi  cdUc^  Ib  CboM^, 

M  yafgiieiiiafle, dixiMqoe, mt aviSt Mm  whtiCi  is  dw iatMe* gyvoi ia  150^, also- 
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^his  philological  eftablUhment  may  juiUy  be  lQok«4  upon,  a| 
the  &rft  cou^icuoiis  inftantt  of  An  attempt  to  4epart  from 
the  narrow  piaA  of.  education*  which  had  hitherto  been  held 
iaered  in  the  tuuworfitks  of  England.  The  course  of  th^ 
Latin  profeflbr,  who  is  expreffly  dire^ed  io  ex^tirj^te  »a&^ 
BA&16M  from'tiu  aenr  fociiety '»  is  not  confined  ti^  the  pi:|vf|te 
liniits  of  the  coUq^  fantopen  to  the  ftudent^  of  OxifKd  ia 
general.  The  Gnsefc  iediuec  is .  ordered .  to  e^^n  lihe  hfilb 
Orcek<claifios4  apd  the.^<^s,.  hiitori«is,  a94.9rator«»  19 
that  langtu^e,  which  the.  ftidM:toi}$  founder*  who  ^mi  i4 
have  cooAiited  the  mc^  inteUigent  fcholars  of  the  tiine»,i  fo* 
commends  by  name  on  this  occafion.  Are  Jthe  pufeft*  and  (kok 
tt  ar«  ntbft  efteismed  even  in  the  prcCan:  improved;  ftate  of 
«atientieaming.=  And  it  bat  the  Atot:£mtt  mojftbf,^ 
/emark,  that  lihis  liberal  prelate,'  in  fermiag.htf.pl|»H  •of 
Ifcudy,  does  not  appoint  a  philoibphy-Mwfir  ia  his  ^gihf^ 
«s  bkd  been  the  conftant  praAke  in  mfft  of  tbft  ppevi^ 
foundations :  peihaps  iUipe^Hag,  that  fneh  *n  ^^fimHK^ 
WKMild  not  have  coincided  with  his  near  comie  (9f  «r«ditip% 
and  would' haw  only  fenred  to  .encourage  thM;  fpfsiff^  of 
do^iine>  which  had  £0  long  cboiaksd  the  pKh^  4)f  I^<hig^ 
and  ob(lm£ied  die  progrefi  of  uieful  knovledge" 

Theft  happy  b^nnings  in  £uraur  of  imW'  iod  A  r«4»om4 
lyftem  of  academical  educatica,  were  6«oiidfid  by  ths  tofi- 
picious  munificence  <^  cardinal.  Woilby.  Abput  the  y^i^ 
I5i9»  he  founded  a  public  chair  at  0]d^d»  for  j*hetoiis  aq4 
tiumsAity,  aod  JCbon  afterwards  another  (or  teaching  the 
Oce^  languages  endowing  both  with  ample  C^vm\  Aho»( 


k  dUbGlMdj  mko,  togetker  «itfi  rmr-  M.  {^olt  f|^.  ^«pn.    v  Splm. 

Jofic  mil  fiuifibphy  is  4nkni4  tp  jtad,  **  Igfrniutpribat  tataaina^  <t  {cohrinm, 

*"  yel'ex  poetamm,  vel  ex  ontonun  ope-  .  **  irh  -lAi.  Hd."  . 

"  ribiu."    Cap.  xxxvu.    In  the  4¥otts  f"  Le&or  fea  proieflbr  artiam  hiMM- 

of  King't  at  Cambridge,  and  New  oollcee  *'  nionun  . . .  BAatAKiBM  a  noftro  al- 

••t  Oxwd,  ^mk  mack  oqae  aatimt,  aa  »•  ^  -nario  «x4irp«t.''  .  jStatpt.  w  /bpr. 

ftroftoar  is  appointed  with  the  general  naaae  i  Wood,  msT,  Viuv.  djo^  j^  94$. 

of  InwpaM ar o«^  otlf,  4iiho  tmght  all  the  .  «46.  '  itt  Ae  fiMes's  Wp^sf ?,  >  t^, 

learning  then  in  vogne.  .RoTVt.CoM-  ,                      ..'.".■■'  f 

■'      *                             Kkk2  the 
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the  year  1524,  king  Henry  the  eighth,  who  deftroyed  or  ad- 
vanced literary  inftitutions  from  caprice,  called  Robert 
WakefieM,  originally  a  ftudent  of  Cambridge^  but  now  a 
profeflbr  of  humanity  at  Tubingen  in  Germany,  into  Eng- 
land, that  one  of  his^  own  fubjefls,  a  linguift  of.  to  much 
celebrity,  might  no  longer  teach  the  Greek  and. oriental  lan- 
guages abroad:  and  when  Wakefield  appeared  before  the 
king,  his  majefty  lamented^  in  the  ftrongcfft  eic{)fref{ions  of 
concern,  the  total  ignorance  of  his  clergy  and  the  univer^ 
fities  in  the.  learned  tongues ;  and  immediately  affigned  bim 
a  competent  ftipend  for  opening  a  leflure  at  Cambridge,  in 
this  neceilary  and  negk£ted  department  of  letters  '• .  Wake- 
field was  afterwards  a  preferver  of  many  copies  of  the  Greek 
ctaflics,  in  the  havock  of  the  religious  houles.  .  It  is  record- 
ed by  Fox,  the  martyrologift,  as  a  memorable  occurrence/,. 
4nd  very  defervedly,  that  about  the  (ame  time,  Robert  Barnes^ 
prior  of  the  Auguftines  at  Cambridge^  and  educated  at  Looi- 
¥ain,  with  the  afltftance  of  his  fcholar  Thomas  Parnell,  ex- 
plained within  the  walls  of  his  own  monaftery,.  Plautus, 
Terence>  and  Cicero,  to  thofe  academics  wha  faw^  the  utility 
of  philology,  and  were  defirous  of  ddferting  the  Gothic  phi* 
Ipfophy.  It  may  feem  at  f>rft  furprifing,  that  Fox»  a  weak 
and  prejudiced  writer,  fhould  allow  any  merit  to  a.  catholic : 
-bnt  Barnes  afterwards  appears  to  have  been  one  of  Fox's 
martyrs,  and  was  executed  at  the  flake  in  Smithfield  for  a 
defence  of  Lutheranifm. 

'  But  thefe  innovations  in  the  fyftem  of  ftudy  were  greatly 
^fcouraged  and  oppofed  by  the  friends  of  the  old  fcholaftic 
circle  of  fciences,  and  the  bigotted  partifans  of  the  cadioUc 
communion,  who  fligm^ifed  the  Greek  language  by  the 
name  of  herefy.    Even  bifhop  Fox,  when  be  founded  th? 


'Wakefield's  Oratht  x>b  Laudibus  Acad.  Lovtn*.  by  Val.  Andfcts,  p.  284^ 

-Tiriu«   LiNCVARUM,    &c.      Dated    at  edit.  1650. 

Cambridge,  Y524.      Printed  &9  W.  de  «  Act.  Mo n,  foL  1191*  edit*  158.3. 

Worde,  4(0.  Si^nat.  C.  ii.    Sec  alfo  Fast.  ^ 

'-•-  Greek 
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Greek  le£lure  abovementioned^  that  he  might  not  appear  tcx 
countenance  a  dangerous  novelty,  was  obliged  to  cover  his 
excellent  inftitutlon  under  the  venerable  mantle  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  church.  For  as  a  feeming  apology^for  what 
he  had  done,  he  refers  to  a  canonical  decree  of  pope  Clement 
the  fifth,  promulged  in  the  year  1311',  at  Vienne  in  Dau- 
phine,  which  enjoined,  that  profeiTors  of  Greek,  Hebrew, 
and  Arabic,  fhould  be  inftituted  in  the  univerfitics  of  Ox- 
ford, Paris,  Bononia,  Salamanca,  and  in  the  cout  of  Rome'. 
It  was  under  the  force  of  this  ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  that 
Gregory  Typhemas,  one  of  the  learned  Greek  exiles,  had 
the  addrefs  tq  claim  a  ftipend  for  teaching  Greek  in  the  uni* 
verfity  of  Paris  \  We  cannot  but  wonder  at  the  ftrange 
difagreement  in  human  aftairs  between  caufe  and  efFe£t,  when 
we  confider,  that  this  edifl  of  pope  Clement,  which  origiv 
nated  from  a  fuperflitious  reverence  annexed  to  two  of  thefe 
languages,  becaufe  they  compofed  part  of  the  fuperfcriptioft 
on  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  ihould  have  fo  ftrongly  counteracted 
its  own  principles,  and  proved  an  inftrument  in  the  refor* 
mation  of  feligion.  '  V 

The  univerfity  of  Oxford  was  rent  into  factions  on  ac- 
count of  thefe  bold  attempts ;  and  the  advocates  of  the 
recent  improvements,  when  the  gentler  weapons  of  perfuafion 
could  not  prevail,  often  proceeded  to  blows  with  the  rigid 
champions  of  the  fchools.    But  the  facetious  difpoiition  of 


*  **  Quern  prxterea  in  noilro  Afveario  .    *<  ftebent.*'  Bv  Eo9»  he  means  tBe  hiffiops 

**  collocavimus,  quod  sacroianctx  Ca-  and  abbots  of  England,  who  are  the  per- 

**  NONES  commodifiime  pro  bonis  literis.  Tons  particularly  ordered  in  pope  Clement^s^ 

**  et  imprimis   chriflianis*  inilituerunt  ac  injandlion  to  luftain  thefe  loftures  in  the 

^jnirerunty  eum  in  hac  univeriitate  Ox-  univerfity  of  Oxford.    Biihop  Fox,  there* 

**  onienfti  perinde  ac  paucis  aliis  celeber-  fore,  in  founding  a  Greek  leAure,  would 

*^  rimis   gymnafiisy  minqnam  defiderari."  be  underftood,  that  he  does  not  mean  to  ab- 

*Statvt.  C.  C.  C.  Oxon.  ut  fupr.   The  folve  or  excufe  fhe  other  prelates  of  England 

words  of  this  ftatute  which  immediately  from  doing  their  proper  duty  in  this  necef* 

fellow,  deferve  notice  here,  and  require  ex-  fary  buiinefs.    At  the  fame  time  a  charge 

planation.    **  Nee  tamen  Eos  hac  rations  on  their  negligence  fcems  to  be  implied..- 

**  excufatos  volumus,  qui  Grxqun  ledUo-  ■  Naud,  i.  3.  p.  234.  This  was  u  147a*' 
*•  ncm  in  co  svit  imps^sis  fuftentare 


&r 
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fir  Thomas  More  hud  no  (mall  (hare  in  deciding  this  (m^ 
^ulaf  centre wfff 9  whkh  he  treated  with  mucli  if^;cmbtts 
ridicule  \  Erafiniis,  about  ^ the  fame  tifite,  ^was  en^^ged  iri 
attemfytmg  ^tfc  reformations  at  Cambridge:  m  which,  not^ 
withibmding  the  mihlnefs  of  his  temper  and  cbiiduft^  and 
the  gcfiertd  luilre  of'  his-  literar^r  chara^er,  he  met  ynlAi  me 
meft  obftinate  op^(ition«  He  expounded  the  Oreek  grain* 
mar  ^  Chrylblo^s  in  the  public  fchools  wifhottt  an  tra^ 
-dience* :  and  hiiving»  wtth  a  >riew  to  prefcstt  the  Oredi^ 
Ktdratufe  in  the  nioft  (pecious  and  Agreeable  form  by  a  piece 
4of  pleafantry,  tranflatcd  lAidan*s  lively  (fialogue  caOed  Ic A^ 
itoMENiF^us,  he  GOuM  find  no  ftudent  in  the  unxverfity 
^paUe  of  trahicftbing  the  Greek  with  the  Latin  ^  His 
Mftfon  Of  the  Gredc  teftament^  the  moft  commodious  ^tat 
4iad  yet  ap^>e«redi  was  abfchitdy  proferib^l  at  Cambridge: 
and  a  programma  was  iiuied  in-  one  of  me  molt  ample 'COir 
wgeSy  ihmatenmg  a  ferere  fine  to  any  member  of  the  (o^ 
^ety>  who  (bceM  be-detefted  in  haring  fo  fantaflic  an^ 
impious  a  kodk  in  his  poffirffion'.  One  Henry  5tandi(h,  k 
doctor  in  divinity  and  a  mendicant  frier;  afterwardis  biftral^ 
xff  Gtttit  Afa^,  Was  a  Vdliement  adverfaiy  of  Erafmus  in  the 
frbradtion  of  this  heretical  literature  j  whom  he  catled  in  i 
^declamation,  by  way  of  reproach,  Gracutus  ifte^  which  feon 
%tcame  a  lynohymous  appcflation  (or  an  heredc\  Tet  it 
4hou1d  be. remembered,  tihat'many-Bnglifh  prelates  patikmiled 
Erafmus  %  and  that  one  of  our  archbifhops  was  at  this  time 
amfaitioiis  of  leattttbg  GMek  \ 


^  See,  amoi^  odiar  jaaocAj  lutCrss-      omd,  iry  J^Jim^  at  Cimbridfte^  uji^ 
'  Endmi  E»isT.  Amaodip,  die  1511.         *  Sep'Srafini  Or«RA.  torn,  iscjp.  i^^ 


.  "I  Jbxd.  Epmt.  .130.  4at.  icn*  p.  IM*      icholan, *<Mn6oi»d  jfiaiaft  ibu  ^ ^ 

ficD^  Bullock^   cJlcd  aovillus,   o»e  <Sf  ei^    ^  Ctye«  Cnrai.nft  fas  AgmtMvJ 

Ert!ini]i*t  ftiendi,  and  modi  pamnilti  by  ladki.  Ai>Aa<  0|p.  n-  .99^^  . 

IKWf^y,  printed  a  Latio  imflttioii  of  La-  ^  IcaAu  ISLftxiT^  501, 

Even 
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Even  the. public  diyerikms:  of  die  coint  took  a  tin^hire 
frono^thb  growing;. attention  to  the  languages,  and  aiTumed 
a  claifical.  air.  We  iiave  before  feen, .  that «  comedy  of  Plau* 
tuswaff  a6ted  at.tbie  royal  palace  of  Greenwich  in  the  yedr 
%$^o.  And  w:hen  the. French  ambai&dors  with  a  moft 
^lendid  fuite  of  the  French  nobility  were  in  England  for 
the  ratification  of  peace  in  the  year  1514,  amid  the  moft 
magnificent  banquets,  tournaments,  and  mafques,  exhibited 
at  the  iaiqe  palace,  they  were  entertained  with  a  Latin  in- 
terlude; or«  to  ufe  the  words  of  a  cotemporary  writer,  with 
filch  an  *'  excellent  Interiude  made  .in  l^atin,  that  I  never 

V  heard  the  nicej  the  a^ors  apparel  being  ib  goipoi^,  and 
*'  of  fuch  fixange  devices,  that  it  pa^  my  capacitie  to  relate 

V  t^em  %'\ 

.Nor  was  the  prote^ion  of  king  Henry  the  ^hth,  who 

AOtwithftanding  he  had  attacked  the  opinions  of  Luther,  yet^ 

from  his  natural  livelinefs  of  temper  and  a  lov^  of  novelty^ 

thought  fiivourably.  of  the  new  iaq>rovements,  of  inconfider- 

fible  inj^uencci  in'  fupporting  the  reftoration  of  the  Greek 

langqage..    In.  1519,  a  preacher  at  the  public  church  of  the 

unWerfity  of  Ostford,  harangued  with,  much  violence,  and 

in  t^  true.^iirit  of  the  antieat  orthodoxy,  -againft  the  doo* 

fri)tes.  inculcated  by  the  new  proftfibrs:  and  ^is  arguments 

werd  canvaflbd  among  the  ftudents  with  the  greatefi:  ani- 

jnofity.    But  Hieiiry,  being  lefident  at  the  neighbouring  royal 

manor  of  Wooddock,  and  having  received  a  juft  dettdl  of 

the  merits  of  this  difpute  from.  Pace 'and  More,  intcrpoied 

his  uncontrovertible  authority} .  and  tranfinitting.  a  royal 

mandate  to  the  univerfity,  commanded  that  the  ftudy  of  the 

icriptures  in  their  original-,  languages  fiiould  not  only  be 

permitted  for  the  future,  but  rec(;ived  aS  a  branch- of  tl^e 

'acadtmical  inftit^tioh. '.    Soon  aftefwards,  one  of  the  king's 

;,:•/.  .  •     .      • 

<  Cavcn£Oi,  MiM.  CaA.  WoUqr,  f.         '  Erafik.  Eritr.  380.  ton.  iii^ 
94.  «dit.  170S.  8V0.    ■       ..     .         . 

, .  chaplains 
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<chaplains  preaching  at  court,  took  an  opportunity  to  ccn- 

fure  the  genuine  interpretations  of  the  fcriptures,  wluch  the 

Grecian  learning  had  introduced.    The  king,  when  the  Cer^ 

man  was  ended,  to  which  he  had  liftened  with  a  fmile  of 

contempt,  ordered  a  folemn  difputation  to  be  held,  in  his 

own  prefence :  at  which  the  unfortunate  preacher  oppo(ed,- 

and  Civ  Thomas  More,   with  his  ufual  dexterity,  d^ended,' 

the  utility  and  excellence  of  the  Greek  language.     The 

divine,  who  at  leaft  was  a  good  courtier,  inftead  of  vindi-r 

eating  his  opinion,  inftantly.fell  on  his  knees^  and  begged 

pardqn  for  having  given  any  offence  in  the  pulpit  before  his 

majefty.    However,  after  fome  flight  altercation,  the  preacher, 

by  way  of  making  fome  fort  of  conceflion  in  form,  ingenu- 

oufly  declared,   that  he  was  now  better  reconciled  to  the 

Greek  tongue,  becaufe  it  was  derived  from  the  Hebrew.    The 

king,  aflonifhed  at  his  ridiculous  ignorance,  difinifTed  the 

chaplain,  with  a  charge,  that  he  fhould  never  again  prefume 

to  preach  at  court  \    In  the  grammatical  fchook  ^ftabtiihed 

in  all  the  new  cathedral  foundations  of  this  king,  a  mafter 

is  appointed,  with  the  uncommon  qualification  of  a  compe-* 

tent  fkill  in  both  the  learned  languages  ^    In  the  year  1523', 

Ludoyicus   Vives,    havmg  dedicated    his    commentary  on 

Auftin's  De  Civitate  Dei  to  Henry  the  eighth,  was  invited 

into  England,  and  read  ledures  at  Oxford  in  jurifpradenct 

and  humanity ;  which  were  countenanced  by  the  prdencei 

not  only  of  Henry,  but  of  queen  Catharine  and  fome  of  the 

principar  nobility '.  At  length  antient  abfurdities  univerfally 

gave  way  to  thefe  encouragements.   Even  the  vernacular  Ian- 

• 

*  Ibid.  p.  408.  new  cathedrals  are  alike.    It  is  remarkable, 

'  Statoiffliu  pneterea,  at  per  Decanoni,  that  Wolfey  does,  not  order  Greek  to.  be 

etc.'    unos    [ArchididafcalusJ    **  i«]jgatur,  taught  in  his  fchool  at  Ipfwich,  fonaded 

Latine  et  Gr^ra  do6tus,  bone  famse,  &c."  1518.  '  See   Strype,    Eccl.    Mim/  i. 

Statut.  Ecdef.  Roffenf.  cap.  xxv.    They  Append,  xxxv.  p.  94.  feq. 

were  given  Ion.  30»   154^.     In  the,  fame  <  Twync*  Apol.  lib*  ii.  §.  aia  ftq. 

ftatute  the  (econd  mafier  is  required  t6  be  Probaby  he  was  patronifed  by  Catharine 

on)y  LaisMi  do&us.    AH  the  (htutes  of  the  as  a  Spaniard. 

goa|;e 
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giiage  began  to  be  cultivated  by.  the  more  ingenious  clergy. 
Goletr  dean  of  faint  Paurs,  a  divine  of  profound  learning; 
yntht  a  view  to  adorn  and  improve  the  ftyle  of  Jiis  diicourfe^^ 
and  to  acquire  the  gracea  of  an  elegant  preacher;  employad 
much  time  in  riding  Gower,  Chaucer,  and  Ijydgale,  and 
other  £ngli(h  poetSt  whofe  compoiltions  had  embellifhed  the 
popular  di£tipn.\  The  pradice  of  frequenting  Italyi  for 
the  purppfe  of  ^acquifing  the  laft  pplifh  to*  a  Latin  ftyle  both 
in' eloquence: and  poetiy, . (till  continued:  in:  vogue';,  and  was 
greatly  prompted. by  ^e  conne^ons^authorityy: and  good 
tafte,:[of  cardinal  Fole,  who  conftantly  reiided'.aitthe  court 
of  Rome  in  a  high  chflrader^  At  Ostfofd,  in  particular^ 
thefe  united- endeavours  for  eftabliihing  a  new  courfe  of 
liberal  and  manly  fcience;  were  Anally  confumQiated:  in  the 
magnificent  fouadatkm  of  Wplfey^s  coUege^  to  which  a(l  th9 
accompliibed  fcholars  pf  every  country  in  H^uropewerean-- 
yited;  and  for  wbo£b  library/.tranfcu'iptspf'^ all  the  valuable 
manufcripts*  whiph  now  fill  the  Vatican^  were  defigned  -• 

'  But  the  prpgr6&  of  thefe  profperous  beginnings  was  foon^ 
pbftruded.  The  firft^  obftac^e  I  fhall  mention,  was,  indeed^, 
but  of  fhort  duradoh.  It  was  however  an  unfavourable  cir-*' 
cumftance,  that  in  the  midft  of  tl^iis  career  of  fcience,  Hcnry,N 
who  had  ever  been  accuftomed  to  gratify  his  pafiions  at 
any  rate,  fued  ^01^  a  divorce  againft  his^  queen  Catharine* 
The  legality  of  this  violent  meafure  being  agitated  with: 
much  deliberation  and  folemnity^  wholly  cnngrpiTed  the,  at* 
tention  of  many  able  philolpgifts,  whoie  genius  and  acquis, 
fitions  were  deft'med  to  a  much  nobler  employipent ;  and 
tended  to  revive  for  a  time  the  frivolous  fubtleties  of  cafuiftry^ 
and  theology. 

But  another  caufe  which  fufpended  the  progreffion  of  thefe 
letters,  of  much  more  importance  and  extent,  ultimately  mofi 

^  Erafin.  Bfutol.  Jodoco  Jonaiv  Ibid.         ^  Wood,  Hist.  Univ.  Oxon,  L  249; 
Jon.  1521. 

yol.IL  Lil       '  happy 
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•happy  |A  'A$  confeqncncet*  remmnt  to  bo^ment&dned.  The  eil.- 
largsd  conceptions  acquired  by  the  ftudy  of  the  Oretk-  «id 
ILoman  writers  ieem  to  have  re(tore4  to  the  human  roind  a  free 
«xeftipnof  its- native  ^terationS)  andtabareeoniiaumcated 
a  cert«an  fpirit  of  enterprise  in  examining  eveiy  fabjed*:  $sA 
at  leng^  to  have  releated  the  inte{leftual!ea]^acity  <^  man* 
hind  from,  that  habitual  iubjeftion,  and  that  iervility  to 
fyftem,  which  had  hitherto  prevented  it  ftom  advaBcmg;  any 
(lew  principle,  or  adopting*  any  new  o|nnf^».  Henee»  wider 
^«  cokcuritnt  alBftanee  <^  a  preparstioii  of -dreumfttocee,  aU 
eentermg  in  thefiirae  period)  axofethe  reformation  of  religion. 
But  ^»  4efe6tion  from  the  catholic  conammion,  alienated 
the  thoughts  o(  the  learned  from  thofe  purfuits  by  which  it 
was  produced  i  and  diverted  the  ftudies  of  the  moft  accom* 
^^cd  feholars)  to  inquiries  into  the  prafftkiea  and  maxims 
ol  the  primilsre  ages,  the  nature  of  civil'  and-  ecclefiaftical 
{imldiAion,  the  authority  of  (cripture  and  trad^on,  of 
•  popes,  councils,  and  fehoolmen:  topics',  winch  men  were 
not  yet  qualified  tO'  treat  with  my  degree  of  penetration, 
and  on  which  the  ideas  of  the  times  unenlightened  by  pbi« 
h^phy,  or  wm'ped  by  prejudice  and  paiSon,  were  not  cal- 
culated to>  threw  juft  and  rational  ifluftrations.  When  the 
bonds  oi  ^irituat  unity  were  once  broken,  this  feparation 
from-  an  eftaUifhed  faith  ended  in  a  variety  of  fubordinate 
ftfts,  each  of  whkh  cabled  forth  its  re(pe6tive  champions 
into  the  field'  of  isUgious  contention.  The  feveral  princes 
of  chriftendom  were  politically  concerned  in  thefe  difputes; 
and  the  courts  In  which  poets  and- orators  had  been  recently 
careii^  and  rewarded,  were  now  filled  with  that  moft  de- 
plorable fpecies  of  philofophers,  polemical  metaphyficians. 
The  public  entry  of  Lu^^er  into  Worms,  when  he  had  been 
fiinMnoned  before  the  dvet  of  that  city;  wa»' equally-  f|>lendid 
with  that  of  the  emperor  Charles  the  fifth ".    Rome  in  re- 

'  Lodier,C^  ii.  412. 414. 

turn. 
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turn;  vcndaSb  feiool  her  deep  repdft  ^  t6ti  ci^nturies^  wi^s^ 
comptM  to  Tivdiieate  her  infmlted  doctrines  with  reafemng 
and  argQment.    The  profound  inteftig^ioM  6f  Aquinas  once 
more  triiMrtphcd  over  the  graces  of  theCieeronian  urbanity  ^  and ' 
endlefs  volumes  were  written  on  the  eitpediency  of  attriculstr 
ccmfeffion,  and  the  exiftence  of  porgatory;    That  the  cauib 
of  polite  literature  was  for  awhile  abandoned^  while  the 
noblefl  abilities  of  Europe  were  wafted  in  theological  fpecu- 
lation,  and  abforbed  in  the  abyfs  of  controveriy.     Yet  it 
muft  not  be  forgotten^  that  wit  and  raillery,  drawn  from 
the  fburces  of  elegant  erudition,  were  fometimes  applied, 
and  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,    in  this  impbrtant  difpute. 
The  lively  colloquies  of  Erafmus,  which  expofed  the  fuper- 
ftitious  praftices  of  the  papifts,  with  much  hunK>ur,  and  iit 
pure  Latinity,  made  more  proteftants  than  the  ten  tomes  of 
John  Calvin.    A  work  of  ridicule  was  now  a  new  attempts 
and  it  fhould  be  here  obferved,  to  the  honour  of  ErafhiQs', 
that  he  was  the  firft  of  the*  literary  reformers  who  trieA 
that  fpecies  of  compofitron,  at  leaft  with  any  degree  of  po^ 
pularity.    The  polite  fehokrs  of  Italy  had  no  notion  that 
the  German  theologifts  were  capable  of  making  their  reader* 
laugh :  they  were  now  convinced  of  their  miftake,  and  foon 
found  that  the  German  pleafantry  prepafed  the  way  for  a 
revolution^  which  proved  of  the  moft  ferious  coniequence 
to  Italy. 

Another  great  temporary  check  given  to  the  general 
ftate  of  letters  in  England  at  this  period>  was  the  difliolutloa 
of  the  monafteries.  Many  of  the  abufes  in  civil  fociety  are 
attended  with  feme  advantages.  In  the  beginnings  of  refor^ 
mation^  the  lofs  of  thefc  advantages  is  always  felt  very 
icnfibly:  while  the  benefit  arifing  from  the  change  is  the 
flow  effeft  of  time,  and  not  immediately  perceived  or  en- 
)oyed«  Scarce  any  inftitution  can  be  imagtoed  lefs  favorable 
to  the  intcrefts  of  mankind  than  the  monaftic.  Yet  thefe 
ieminaries,  although  they  were  in  a  general  view  the  nur-^ 

L  1 1  2  feries 
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iferies  of  illiterate  iniioleftce,  and  undoubtedly  defenred  to  be 
.foppreiTed  undqr  proper  reftri^dons,   contained,  iavitations 
and  opportunities  to  ftudious  leifure  and  literary  purfuits. 
On  this  event  therefore,  a  vifible  revolution  and  decline  in 
the  national  ilate  of  IcagAi^g  fucceeded*    Mod:  of  the  youth 
.of  the  kingdom  betook  ;theiiUelye9  td  mechanical  or  other 
illiberal  employmentSj  the  profeflion  of  letters  being  now 
iupfiofed  to  be  without  fupport  and  reward.    By  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  religious  ho^fes,  many  towtks  and  their  ad|adent 
^villages  wcfe  utterly  j^(^prive4  of  their  only  means  of  in- 
ftrufUon.    At  the  beginning  of,  the  reiga  af  queen  Eliza* 
1)eth|   Williams,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,   com- 
plained to  her  majefty,  that  more  than  an  hundred  flourifh* 
iag  fchools  were  deftroyed  in  the  demolition  of  the  mo- 
naileries,    and   that    ignorance  had  prevailed  ever  (ince  V 
jPrOvincial  ignorance,  at  leait,  became  univerfal,  in  confe-^ 
quence  of  this  hafty  meafiire  of  a  rapacious  and  arbiitrary 
jpriiice.     What  was  taught  in  the  monasteries^    was  not 
always  perhaps  of  the  greateft  importance,  bnt  ftill  it  ferved 
to  keep  up  a  (Certain  degree  of  neceflary  knowledge.".    Nor 
^ould  it  be  forgot^  that  many  of  the  abbots  were  learned, 

.  KStryfCt  ANN.Ri^.p.  292.  fab  aim.      biidse.    MSS.  Cott.  Juli ui,  F.  tiL  43. 
1562.    The  jmtter  abbics  appear  to  have  '"I  do  not,  however,  lay  ereat  ftrefs  oa 

iuw.che  direraon  of  other  (choolt  in  their-    -the  following.  pa£bge,  which  7^  defcrtes 


aeiehbodrhood.     In  an  abbatial  RegiAer  attention,  in  Kofle  of  Warwigc(hire,  wh0 

of  Sory  abbey  there  is  this  entry.    *f  Me-  wrote  about  the,  vear   1480  :    **  To  this 

^*  morand.  quod.   Al  I>.   141 8.  28  JuJ.  "  day,  in  the  catnedrals  andibmeof  the 

**  Golielmus  abbas    contulit  regimen    et  ''  greater  coUg^iate  churches,  or  monafle- 

^*  magifterium  fcholamm  gnunmaticalium  **  ries,  [quibufSam  nobilibas  collenis,]  and 

.**  in  villa  de  Bury  S.  Edmondi  magiftro  .  **  in  the  houfes  of  the  four  mendicant  or- 

**  JoKanni  Somerfet,  artium  et  grammatical  **  ders,  ufeful  lectures  and  difputations  are 

<'  profeflbri,  et  baccalaureo  in  medidna,  **  kept  up;  and  fuch  of  their  members  as 

<<  qun    annua  ^  penfione  3^.;    folidcM-om."  "  are  thought  capable  of  dcjgre^s,  are  lent 

MS.    Cotton.  Tiber.  9«  ix.  2.      This  '*  to  the  uiiivcrfitoes.     And  in  .towns  wheie 

|ohn  Sbmerfet  was  tutor  and  phyfidap  to  **  there  are  two  or  more  frtitemities'  <^ 

king  Henry  the  iixth,  and  a  man  of  eminent  **  mendiaints,  in  each  of  thefe  are  hdd, 

learning.     He  was  inftnimental  in  pro-  "  every  week  by  turns,  proper  excidfes  of 

curing,  dnke  Homphrey's    books   to    be  '<  fcholars  in  difpnution."    Hisr.  Rio. 

conveyed  to  Oxford.   Regiftr.  Acad.  Oxon.  Aivox.  edit.  Heamej  p.  74.  '  [See  fiipr. 

Epist.  F.  179.  '202.  218.  220.    And  in  p.  340.] 
die  fowidation  of  King's  college  at  Cs&i- 

.  .  and 
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find  patrons  of  literature^  men  of  public  fpirit,  and  liberal 
views.  By  their  connections  with  pariiament,  and  the  fre- 
quent embaflies  to  foreign  courts  in  which  they  were  em- 
ployed^  they  became  acquainted  with  the  world,  and  the 
improvements  of  lifa:  and,  knowing  whefle  to  chuie  proper 
objects,  and  having  no  other  ufe  for  the  fuperfluities  of  their 
yaft  ^revenues,  encouraged  in  their  refpe^ive  circles  many 
learned  young  men.  It  appears  to  have  been  cuftomary  for 
the  governors  of  the  moil;  confiderable  convents,  efpecially 
thofe  that  were  honoured  with  the  mitre,  to  receive  into 
their  own  private  lodgings  the  Tons  of  the  principal  families 
of  the  neighbourhood  for  education.  About  the  year  1450, 
Thoma?  Bromele,  abbot  of  the  mitred  monaftery  of  Hyde 
near  Winchefter,  entertained  in  his  own  abbatial  houfe 
within  that  mohaftery,  eight  young  gentlemen,  or  gentikt 
pueri^  who  w^re  placed  there  for  the  purpofe-of  literary  in^ 
ftni^ion,  and  conftantly  dined  at  the  abbot's  table.  I  wiU 
hot  fcruple  to  give  the  original  words,  which  are  more  par- 
ticular and  expreflive,  of  the  obfcure  record  which  prefenres 
this  curious  anecdote  of  monaftic  life.  '*  Pro  o£to  gentilibos 
<<  pueris  apud  dominum  abbatem  ftudii  caufa  perhendinan^ 
^^  tibus,  et  ad  menfam  domini  viClitantibus,  cum  garcioni- 
^^  bus  fuis  ipfos  comitantibus,  hoc  anno,  xviil.  ixs.  Capi^ 
*<  endo  pro  •  .  .""  This,  by  the  way,  was  more  extra- 
ordinary, as  William  of  Wykeham's  celebrated  feminary  was 
{o  near.  And  this  feems  to  have  been  an  eftablifhed  practice 
of  the  abbot  of  Glaftonbury:  "  whofe  apartment  in  the 
^*  abbey  was  a  kind  of  well-difcipliaed  court,  where  the 
'*  fons  of  noblemen  and  young  gentlemen  were  wont  to  be 
f*  fent  for  virtuous  education,  who  returned  thence  home 
**  excellently  accomplifhed  •/'     Richard  Whiting,   the  laft 

• 

n  From  X  frament  of  the  Computus  •  Hist,  and  Anti<^  of  Glaiyor* 

CAMHtARii.Abbat.  Hidenf.  iQ  Aidiiv.       bury»  OxQn..i722.  Syo.  p  98.  '^ 

Wulvcf.  apud  Wintoni  ot  fupr,  ;  * 

i  '- 

abbot 
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abbot  of  Glftftotibary^  who  was  cowUy  i^xfsurtd  ky  ^^ 
Jting,  daring  the  cQ«rfip  of  Ws  gQwmmwtt  flivi^^ted  n^ 
thrw  hwi4w(i  mgtowova  yowths,  who  conftitutid  a  pfut  ol^ 
bis  feroily:  bijfide  many  Pthers  whom  he  liberally  fuppprtfd 
at  the  univerfuies  %  Wbitgift>  the  rooft  c?c«lJwt  wd  learsr* 
«l  archbilhop  of  Canterbury  in  the  reigo  of  qwe^n  Sjij}*^ 
beth»  wa3  educated  under  Rob^  Whitgift  hi?  nnck>  abbpt 
of  the  Auguftine  monaftery  of  black  canoa?  at  Wellhow  in 
(incolnihire :  who»  ^'  fays  Stfype^  bad  feveral  otJier  youqg 
**  gentlemen  \inder  hi3  care  for  education  ^'*  That,  at  th9 
reftoration  of  literature,  many  of  thefe  dignitariea  were  emi-p 
pently  learned,  and  even  zealous  promoters  of  the  new  im^ 
provements,  I  could  bring  various  inftances.  Hugh  Far-^ 
ringdon,  the  laft  abbot  of  Reading,  was  a  polite  fcholar,  a^ 
his  Latin  epiftles  addrefled  to  the  univerilty  of  Oxford  abun^ 
dantly  teftify ';  Nor  was  he  lefs  a  patron  of  critical  ftadies.. 
•  Leonard  Coxe,  a  popular  j^ological  writer  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  eighth,  both  in  Latin  and  Engliiht  and  ^  gitat 
traveller^  highly  celebrated  by  the  judicious  Leland  for  hiy^ 
elegant  accomjdiihments  in  letters,  and  honoured  with  thr 
affe£tioaate  correfpondence  of  Erafmus,  dedicates  to*  thia 
abbot,  his  AitT£  or  Crafte  of  Rhetoricke,  printed  in 
^e  year  1524,  at  that  time  a  work  of  an  unufual  nature  V 
Wakefield  abovementioned,  a  very  capital  Greek  and  oriental 
fcholar,  in  his  Discourse  on  the  Excellency  and  Utility 
OE  THE  THREE  LANGUAGES,  written  in  the  year  1524,  cele«^ 
Jbrates  William  Fryflell,  prior  of  the  cathedral  SenediOiiie: 
convent  at  Rochefter,  as  a  diftinguiihod  judge  and  encou- 
xager  of  critical  literature  \  Robert  Shirwoode,  an  Eng<» 
liihaian,  but  a  profefibr  of  Greek  and  Hebrew  at  Loiivaine> 


V  Reyncr,   Abostolat.    Benedicts.  —12^^ 

.1>a^  i.  ie£L  ii.  p.  224.      Sanikrs  de  *  See  Leland;  Colskctaii.  voL  5.  p4 

ScHitii^  pag.  176.  118.  vol.  6.  p.  1874    AndEircoM.p.  5a* 

•  ^  Scrypc's  WHiTcirr^b.  i.  ch.  1.  p.  3.  edit.  1589..  Era|m.  Exutoi..  f.SSd. 

'  ftcgijftr.  Uniy.Oxon.  F.  F.  fol.  101.  <  Cited  above,,  p. '124. 

publifhed 
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pubUihed  a  new  Latin  tranflation  of  Ecclesiastes,  with 
critical  annotations  on  the  Hebrew  text,  printed  at  Antwerp 
in  1523'"    This^  in  an  elegant  Latin  epiftle,  he  dedicates  to 
John  Webbe,  prior  of  the  Benediftinc  cathedral  convent  at 
Coventry ;   whom  he  ftyles,  for  his  fingular  leaming^  and 
attention  to  the  general  caufe  of  letters^   Monachorum 
Decus.     John    Batmanfon,   prior  of   the   Carthufians,  in 
London^  controverted  Erafmus's  commentary  on  the  new 
Teftament  with  a  degee  of  fpirit  and  erudition,  which  was 
unhappily  mifapplied,  and  would  have  done  honour  to  the 
c^ufe  of  his  antagonift "".    He  wrote  many  other  pieces ;  and 
was  patronifed  by  Lee,  a  learned  archbidiop  of  York,  who ' 
oppofed  Erafmus,  but  allowed  Afcham  a  jpehfion  *•    Keder^ 
minder,  abbot  of  Winchcombe  m  Gloucefterfhire,  a  tra- 
veller to  Rome,  and  a  celebrated  preacher  before  king  Henry 
the  eighth,  eftabliOied  regular  le^re^  in  bis  monaftery,  fbr 
explaining  both  fcripttirnes  in  their  ori^nal  languages  ^  whteit 
were  fo  generally  frequented,  that  hb  little  cloifter  acquired 
the  name  and  reputation  of  a  new  univer£;ty\    He  wat 
inafter  <of  a  terfe  and  per^cuou^  Latin  ftyle^  as  appe^ 
from  a  fragment  of  the  HfSToitv  of  WYMOlICO^fB  Abbvf^ 
written  by  himfelf '.    His  erudition  is  attefted  in  an  epiiUft 
from  the  univerfity  to  king  Henry  the  eighth  \    Longtand; 
bifhop  of  Lincoln^  the  mofl  eloquent  preacher  of  hi%  lii»e» 

«  Qoarto.  ^Ualkvet^*  Frt>m  kiir  own  Hfrromiif, HIT 

^  'neocbr.  fttMtt»  Bibu  CAirmrsu  belp«r.     W;om1«  Hist.  XhW.  Ok6».  L 

edit  GoL  ido9'  p«  ^$7*  p^  sfS:    Then  it  iKh  EgUOt  from  Gdtt^ 

*  Afcham,  fiFitrM.  lih«  iL  xu  77.  ai  the IdmcddMi  oT St.  ?ui\  to  (his'^ 

^cUu  156 u  [Se^jUioiiL  p.  86.  t^  Oit-dio  bot,.  coskcehSng  »  ptdlkfp  ia  fiditt  PKoiy 

dBtth  of  the  archhilhfloi  la  15441  Afi&ua'  RnfTLca,  fii%  prutttd  hy  KMifjKft  Mk 


dtfiiei»  that  a  part  of  m^  pdUton  thes  cl|te  the'  ort^iMl   maiioibtoc  at  CAWV^ 

nufht be^paid^Mi' of  £ome  of  the aicUiir  Emti^iht^^j^.  tri« 

ihop't  peek  hookas  ooe  of  dwfe  hmiflm  •  FrtuM  W  JhtiiOt,  Mm  tRe  ilrfdte' 

may'  be^ldat'9  DM»it-IUirrM  te  On  js-  of  the'  eH|4l#  wai  iOttofti  hi  tHe  fif¥  of 


«i,  abookwhkhrbedottldAotpQiriuieor      Loadttf.  ]lf^i« a tr.  i)   ilS;    Bot  atfiBR< 
piocoreatCamkryg^.  «  ib-^c^apaft^touAHfl  DodfWdrtf;  M9ft 


y  <«NoaaUterqoamii&iffetAa#NO^      BiMt  BbdH  bcv.  1.    Coaipate  A;  Wtt^ 
*'  VA  UNiVEaH'PAi^tametftezigaa)  danf-      ut  fiipK  ml-ArHM^  Grow;  i;  xl;^ : 
'*  trum  Wynchelcombenfe  tunc  temporis  fe         •  R^jiftr»  CFaStri  OMu  PF«  fth  fr. 

in 
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in  the  dedication  to  Kederminfter,  of  five  quadrdgefimal  fei> 
mons,  delivered  at  court,  and  printed  by  Pinfon  in  the  year 
1517,  iniifts  largely  on  his  sinoularis  ervditio^  and  oliMr  - 
ihining  qualifications.  "^  *    --; 

Before  we  quit  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  i?i  this  M-- 
vicw  of  the  rife  of  modem  letters,  let  us  tiirn  our  eyes  pnce 
more  on  the  univerfities ;  which  yet  do  not  always  give  the  tone 
.to  the  learning  of  a  natioh  ^    In  the  year  153  r,  the  learned 
Simon  Grynaeus  vifited  Oxford.     By  the  intereft.of  Clay-^ 


^.  tc  on^t  not  here  to  be  nnnoticed»  that 
die  royal  bbrtry  of  the  kings  of  Bngland» 
originally  fubfifting  in  the  old  pal^  at 
Weftminfter,  and  lately  transferred  to  the 
Britiih  Mufram»  received  great  imjirove* 
snents  under  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth  | 
wfaio  oonftitated  that  ele^nt  and  jodicious 
fcholar^  John  Lelandi  hu  librarian,  about 
Atfeir  1530.   Tanner^  £ibl.  pag.  475. 
hdidif  at  the  diflblution  of  the  monafte- 
ifciy  fomovod  CO  this  royal  repofitory  a  great 
Ifmnber  of  valuable  manufcripts  ;  partial* 
Mf  from  faint  AafUn's  abbey  at  Canter- 
buiy.  ScaiPT.  BaiT.  p.  299.    One  of 
dheie  was  a  maaafciipt  given  by  Athelftan 
to  thtt convent,  a  MAaMONVof  theFovn 
CosPBLs.   Bibl.  Rer.  MSS.  i.  A.  xviii. 
See  the  hesoifthic  of  Leland  prefixed.    See 
nUb  ScaiPT.  Bair.  at  fupra,  V,  Atrbl* 
#tANUs.    Leland  fays,  that  he  pjaced  in 
tkcPALATiNB  library  of  Henry  ihe  eighth 
the  CoilMBNtARIX  IN  Matthjbvm   of 
Clandios,  Bede's  difdple.  Ibid.  V.  Clau- 
aiua.    Many  ef  the  manofcripti  of'this* 
Ii^raiy  appear  to  have  belonged  to  Henry^ 
mcdeoeuofsi  and  if  we  may  judge  from 
ch^fplendonr  of  the  decorations,  were  pre« 
feats.'    Some  of  them  bfrar  the  name  of 
Humphrey  duke  of  Glocefter.  Others  were 
written  at  the,  command  of  Edward  the 
fiKUth.    I  have  already  mentioned  the  li-. 
brarian  of  Henry  the  feventh.    Bartholo- 
mew Traheron,  a  learned  divine,  was.  ap^ 
pdnted  the  keeper  of  this  library  by  Ed- 
ward At  ftxth,  with  a  ialary  of  twenty 
aarct,  in  the  year  1^49.     See  Rymer's 
Foeo.  XV.  p.  351.  Under  the  reign  of  Eli* 
UbcOh  Hcatamer,  a  German  tntvellcri  who 


faw  this  library  at  Whitehall  in  1598,  fay^ 
that  it  was  well  fumiflied  with  Greek.  La* 
tin,  Italian^  and  French  books,  all  bound  Li 
velvet  of  different  colours,  yet  chiefly  ica» 
with  clafps  of  gold  and  filver  $  and  that  thd 
covers  of  fome  were  adorned  with-  pjEirla 
and  preciptts  ftones.  In  via  a  a*.  Ger^ 
mmuitf  ^Mgliitf  &C.  Norin^b.  1629.  8vei 
p.  188.  It  if  a  great  miftake^  that  Jame^ 
the  firft  was  tbe'firft  of  onr  kings  fi4io 
founded  a  library  in  an  v  of  the  royal  ps* 
laces;  and  that  this  eftabliflimeat  <}Ofli- 
menced  at  St.  James's  paliice,  undpihffpa*  , 
tronage  of  tha^  moniu^.  .This  oicmiiiwpf 
iirft  propagated  by  Smi^  in  his  Ufe  of 
Patrick Jttmu9,Vit.  Qvoai^ND.etc/Ix)^ 
I707;.^to.pp.ia;i3.jff:?5.  Omatpm 
of  the  royal  library,  ;W^^gi' indeed  inimieA 
to  St.  James's  under  Jamtp  the  fiiC  Ma 
partly  io)d  and  difperM,  aeCrG^ffwelTi  «»• 
ceffion:  together  ¥i(^»aiM]K}^  kj^imaHe 
panof  iuTunuture,,i200<>meda]s,  rinn, 
and  gems,  the  entire  coHlmki  of  Groria- 
ens's  Dactyliothbca^  purchafed  by 
pitkcelteh^anddiafles  the  firft.  Ttmoft 
be  aIlo(we(Udi^Jattkathfe»^MLero^.eB<-' 
riched  this  fibrary  .with  the  bo(3»  of  lord 
Lmnley  Idud  Ckftubon,  Imd^fii-Hi6itiaa 
Roe's  maaufcriprs  brought  from  Conftanti- 
nople.  I.ord  Lum ley's  chiefly  confiftcd  of^ 
lonl  Arundel's,  hw  father  in  law,  a  great 
coUefikir  at  the  diflbhttiort  of  tnW^tlcries*" 
James  had  p rev ioufly  granted  a  warrant  to 
fir  Thomas  Bodley,  in  1613,  tt>  chufe  any* 
books  fr<im  the  royal  librifyMt  Whitehall.. 
over  the  ^ten'^s  C h^tmhr *  [K 1 1 1  o.  B  Qp  L* 
p.  Hcamt,  p,  101:  iW^l^aal'.y    l'^  ^ 

mundjr 
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mund,  prefident  of  Corpus  Chrifti  college,  an,  admirable 
fcholar,  a  critical  writer,  and  the  general  friend  and  corre« 
fpondent  of  the  literary  reformers,  he  was  admitted  to  all 
t|ie  libraries  of  the  univerfity;  which,  he  fays,  were  about 
twenty  in  number,  and  amply  furnifhed  with  the  books  of 
antiquity.  Among  thefe  he  found  numerous  manufcripts  of 
Proclus  on  Plato,  many  of  which  he  was  eafily  permitted  to 
carry  abroad  by  the  governors  of  the  colleges,  who  did  not 
know  the  value  of  thefe  treafures*.  In  the  year  1535,  the 
king  ordered  lectures  in  humanity,  inftitutions  which  have 
their  ufe  for  a  time,  and  while  the  novelty  lafts,  to  be 
founded  in  thofe  colleges  of  the  univerfity,  where  they  were 
yet  wanting :  and  thefe  injunftions  were  fo  warmly  approved 
by  the  fcholars  in  the  largeft  focieties,  that  they  feized  on 
the  venerable  volumes  of  Duns  Scotus  and  other  irrefragable 
logicians,  in  which  they  had  fo  long  toiled  without  the  at« 
tainment  of  knowledge,  and  tearing  them  in  pieces,  dijf- 
perfed  them  in  great  triumph  about  their  quadrangles,  or 
gave  them  away  as  ufelefs  lumber  *.  The  king  himfelf  alfo 
eftablifhed  fome  public  le£lures  with  large  endowments  •. 
Notwithftanding,  the  number  of  ftudents  at  Oxford  daily 
decreafed:  infomuch,  that  in  1546,  not  becaufe  a  general 
cultivation  of  the  new  fpecies  of  literature  was  increafed, 
there  were  only  ten  inceptors  in  arts,  and  three  in  theology 
and  jurifjprudence^ 

As  all  novelties  are  purfued  to  excefs,  and  the  moft  bene-^^ 
ficial  improvements  often  introduce  new  inconveniencies,  fo 
this  univcrfal  attention  to  polite  literature  deftroyed  philo* 

'  During  tut  abo^  m  England,  having  firThomaiMow.  He  there  menticMM  other 

laigely  experienced  dn  boonty  and  advice  pieces  of  Prodoi ,  which  he  (aw  at  Oxford, 

of  fir  Thomas  More,  he  retvmed  home^  *  See  Dr.  Laytoo's  letter  to  Cromwell, 

fraught  with  materials  whidi  he  had  long  Strype*s  Eocl.  Mem.  i.  aio. 

iboghtinvain,andfQbliihedhtsPLATo»viK«  *  Wood,  Hist.  Univ.  Oxon.  i.   a6« 

**  Platonis  Operay  cam  commentariis  I^li  il.  36. 

*f  inTimKum  ei  Politica,  Bafil.  IS34."  <  Wood,  ibid,  fubanno, 
foL    See  theEruTLi  DsPiCAToar  to 

Vol.  II.  M  m  m  fophy. 
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tophy.  The  old  pfatlofbpby  was  dbdliihftd,  btit  a  ntfw  one 
\va»  not  adopted  iit  lU  ftead.  At  Caitibndge  we  how  how- 
ever' find  the  antient  fcittitlkc  learning;  in  (bmt  dcgvte  r<« 
formed,  bf  the  admifflMl  a(  better  fyftems. 

Ih  the  in)uh£li6ns  givefl  t^  Henfy  to  that  univerlitv  in 
the  yiiar  1535,  for  the  reformation  of  ftudy,  the  dialectics 
of  Rodolphus  Agricola,  the  great  favorite  of  Brafmus,  and 
the  genuine  logic  of  Ariftdtle,  are  prefcribed  to  be  taught> 
tnftead  of  the  barren  problems  of  Scotus  and  Burlaeus  *.  By 
the  fame  e'dtft,  theology  and  caufuiftry  were  freed  from 
many  of  their  old  incumbrances  atid  perplexities  :  degrees  in 
the  canon  law  were  forbidden;  and  heavy  penalties  were 
Impofed  on  thofe  academics,  who  relinqui(hed  the  facred 
text,  to  explain  the  tedious  and  unedifying  commentaries  On 
Peter  Lombard's  fcholaftic  cyclopede  of  divinity,  called  the 
SxkTENC£s,  which  alone  were  fufficient  to  conftitute  a  mo- 
derate  library.  Clailical  lefiurei  were  alfo  dire6kd9  the 
ftudy  of  words  was  enforced,  and  the  books  of  Melancthon, 
and  other  folid  and  elegant  writers  of  the  reformed  party, 
fceommended.  The  politer  ftudies,  foon  afterwards,  feem 
to  have  rifen  into  a  flourifhing  ftate  at  Caiktbridge.  Bifhop 
Latimer  complains,  that  there  were  npyi  but  few  who  ftudied 
divinity  in  that  uhiverfity^.  But  this  is  no  proof  of  a 
decline  df  learning  in  that  l^miilary.  Othet  purfuits  were 
now  gaining  ground -there;  and  fuch  as  ih  fa£l  were  fub(er-- 
yient  to  theological  truth>  and  to  the  propagation  of  the 
feformed  religion.  Latimer  himfelf,  whofe  diicouifes  from 
the  rc^al  pulpit  appear  to  be  barbarous  beyond  their  age,  in 
ftyle,  manner,  and  argument,  is  an  example  of  the  neceflity 
^  the  ornamental  itudies  to  a  writer  m  divioity*     Tlw 

t  Ccflliiiv  Iccitt.   Hirr.  i«L  li.  ^'pltcyt  ihiteVIieamtDtrirAitt&ettr  tf 

f.  110.  <'  tte  fhrfedf  GImfartflM:  #teit  it  il  in 

^  SiRMOKs,  kc.  p.  63*  Lootf.  i;84.  «<  Olefohl  Icmadt  teR.   tlieit  be  k^  tlut 
Edwanf 


4to.    Sermon  before  Edward  the  fixth»  m      '^  ftik^^nnity^iicib  rtanjrct  of  tsecefitle 
ttie  year  1550.    His  words  ait,  **  It  would      <*  muft  fiimiih  the  coUedges/' 

Greek 
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Greek  language  vr^f  now  inakiqig  confideraUe  advances  at 
Cambridge,   under  the  inftru^ioa  of  Cheke  and  $auth} 
nptwithftandiiig  th^  int^rruptipo^  and  oppofition  of  l^iihop 
Gardiner,  the  chancellor  of  the  univerfity,  who  loved  leanv- 
ing  but  hated  novelties,  ftbout  the  proprieties  of  pronanci^ 
ation.    But  the  ccHitroverfy  which  was  a^tated  on  h9th  (ides 
with  mu^h  cirodition,  and  produced  letters  between  Ch^e 
and  Gardiner  equal  to  large  trjsatifes,  had  the  good  cffcGt  of 
mpre  fully  illuftrating  the  point  iii  debate,  and  of  drawing 
the  general  attention  to  the  fubjeft  pf  the  Greek  literature  \ 
Perhaps  biihop  Gardiner's  intolerance  in  tili^  refpeft  was  like 
his  perfecuting  ipirit  in  religion,  which  only  made  more 
heretics.      Afcham    observes,    with    no  fmaU  degree    of 
triumph,  that  inftead  of  Plautus,  Cicero,  Terence,  and  Livy^ 
almoft  the  oiiUy  dailies  hitherto  known  at  Cambridge  • 
more  extenAve  field  was  opened ;  BiOfA  that  Homer,  Sophoclos; 
Euripides^  Herodotus,  Thucydides,  Demofthenes,  Xenophaai 
an  liberates,  wej^e  univerfally  and  critically  ftudied''.    Bvt 
Cheke  being  fooi;!  called  away  to  the  cowt,  his  auditors  s€^ 
lapfed  into  diflertatipn/s  pn  the  do^rines  of  original  fin  and 
predcftinatiou}  and  it  was  debated  with  great  obftinacy 
and  acrimpny,  whether  thpfe  topics  had  be«i  moSt  fiicceis^ 
fully  handled  by  fome  modern  German  divines  or  faint 
Aufiin'.    Afcham  pb&rves,  that,  at  Oxford,  a  decline  of 
tafte  in  both  language^  wfi^  indicated,  by  a  preference  of 
X^uci^n,  Plutarch,  and  Hi^rqdian,  in  Greek>  and  of  8enecs, 
lyellius,  and  Apuleius,  in  Latini  to  the  more  pure,  antieal^ 
and  prigincd  writers,  of  Greece  and  Rome".    At  length, 

^Arch»iii.BMtTOL,iitaiodo.kifr.p»4f«  *•  immdrrm  kmimm   pfvdbva    ^4^w" 

jk.  Afcham  calk  Gan{iiucr»  '*  qnuubot  lite*  ibid.  |^.6i4.  b. 

**  raroin,  prudentSaB,  confiliS,  authoriudsy  ^  Strype'sCMNMifi»  p.  170.  AiclguD. 

,  ^  prufiiini  pruMffimott  jJi^Mm  uMa  re  E»uxdL.  L.  ii..pu  64;^*  i^Si. 

''  ejfitf  lit^Qumm  0t  aqUteff^ip  npftnc  pa-  '  Aftham.  Ef  itx*  lib.lL 

-«<  trooos  amtrliffimui/*    But  he  iayt,  Aat  "^  iBrxtroL.  lib.  i.  p.  18.  b.   Dat  if$d. 

.  GardincLtook  this  meafme,  '<  qnonmdam  edit.  ijSi* 

« 

M  m  m  ^  both 
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bot)>  umveifuics  feem  to  iiaye.bistn  rcditood  t6oF  f<^id»t' 
ploraUe  €cmditkm;6£indjgeM0.ariAillit^r^  t  nfi^m  ^'h 
^it  is  gtntrtdlyibeUcvcd;  nlkat  nfae^refiDrmaciori  AoflF  religioA 
in  England^  tht  uraftihap^  and  ra&pairt«mr«vent;e0tMb 
annate)  yvaa.  immedil^telf  Aitxeedbd:^  ia  floi6iifa&fi|flftttto 
ofj  ktttf^'  'Eut  .this  r^wiasD  {37.  no  Tncahsthet  eafe«-  *-*fbir 
.af^wf  kHne  :>«ftl^Jhvafds:;aiTrie&£t^  ^^  ^ro^ 

^^i»  fThcrir^forAiatibn  iq  England  was^'codfifUetbct  under 
ti^:f tiffin  oS^  Bdvracdo^e  fiYth.'TbC' rapacious  courtiers  of- 
(lirijSiyoUAg  princertwei^pdrpetually  gcafping  at  the  rewards 
f)&  .UtAf at iiteii  iwhich>  being  difcouraged  or  defpiied  bj  the 
rifihi )  ¥«nM|negk£ted  by  *tho(^  of  cnodorate  fortunes.    Avarice 
^diii^i^ei^  iaihOtnct  gratified  in  robbing  the  dergyof  their 
«?y«f|i)9S|)  apdyin  reducing  the  cirarth  to  itsr  primitii^  apof^ 
^pJipal^  iM^e.  of  parity  and  poverty*.     The- opulent  fee  of 
jyitKhefter was  lowered  to  a  bare  title:  its  atnpleft'.eftstdr 
*Vfil«ip0Ctioned  qut  to  the  laity;  and  the  bifliop,  a  dnntiii^ 
of  the  protedtor  Somcrfct,  was  contented  to  receive' att  iii- 
.^oniiderable  annual  ftipend  from  the  exchequer.^ 'The ^bi« 
lilQprick  of  Durham,  almoft  equally  rich,  waa^  entirely  dif- 
iblved.     A  favorite,  nobleman  of  the  coiut  occupied  the 
deanery  and  treafurerihip  of  a  cathedral  with,  fome  of  ks 
bei^  canonries ''.    The  minifters  of  this  abufed  monarch,  by 
thefe  arbitrary,   dilhoneft,   and  imprudent  meafures,   only 
provided  inftrumcnts,  and  fumifhed  arguments^  for  reftoring 
.in  the  fucceeding  reign  that  fuperftitious  religion,   which 
they  profeffed  to  deftroy.    By  thus  impoveriihing  the  eccle- 
fiaiiical  dignities,   they  countenanced  the  clamours  of  the 
catholics ;  who  declared,  that  the  reformation  was  apparently 
founded  on  temporal  views,  and  that  the  proteftants  pre- 
]  tended  to  oppofe  the  doftrines  of  the  church,  folely  with  a 
view  that  they  might  (hare  in  the  plunder  of  its  revenues. 
In  every  one  of  thefe  facrilegious  robberies  the  iuterdl  of 

•  See  Cdllkr>  Eccl.  Hut.  Recoidf,  IxviL  p.  So.  *  Bmrt,  Rip.  P.  u.  t. 

learning 
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learning  2ifo  fufFered.:   Exlubitions  and' peiUiotis  'Were/ in 
the  mean  time,  fobAraded  from  theiludenfs  in  the  miniver* 
fities  ^    Afcham^i  in  a^  letter  to  the  marqnis  of  Northaibptont 
dated  1550,  laments  the  ruin  of  grailkmar  fchoois  through-- 
out  England ;   and  predi£fcs  the  fpeedy  extinction  of  the 
univerfi ties  from  this  growing  calamity  \     At  Oxford  the 
pubfic  fchools  were  neglected  by  the  proiefibrs  and  pupils, 
and  allotted  to  the  lowed:  purpofes'.    Academical  degrees 
were  abrogated  as  antichriftian  \     Reformation  was   iboa 
turned  into  fanattcifm.      Abfurd  refinements,    concerning, 
the  inutility  of  human  learning,  were  fuperadded  to  the  jull: 
and  rational  purgation  of  chriftianity  from  the  papal  cor« 
ruptions.    The  fpiritual  reformers  of  thefe  enlightened  days. 
at  a  vifitation  of  the  laft-mentioned  uniyerfity,  proceeded  £0 
£ir  ifi  tkeir  ideas  of  a  fuperior  reditude,  as  totally  to  ftrip* 
the  public  library,  eftablifhed  by  that   munificent  pafroii' 
Humphrey  duke  of  Gloucefter,  of  all  its.  books  and  manu*^ 
fcripts^ 

I^muft  not>  however,  forget,  as  a  remaiicable  fymptomi 
of  an  attempt  now  circulatrng  to  give  a  more  general  and 
unreferved  difibfion  of  fcience,  that  in* this  reign^  Thomais^ 
Wilfon,  originally  a  fellow  of  King's  college  in  Cambridge, 
preceptor  to  Charles  and  Henry  Brandon  dukes  of  Suffolk, 
dean  of  Durham,  and  chief  fecrctary  to  the  king,  publiiheB 
a  fyftem  a  rhetoric  and  of  logic,:  id  Ehgliih\  This  difphey^ 
of  the  venerable  myfteriei'  of  the  latter  of  thefe  acts  in  k 
vernacular  language,  vrhich  had  hitherto  been  confincxl 
within  the  facredpale  of  the  learned,  tongues,.  v\ras  efle^med 

p  Wood,  fab ann.  1 5 to.  See iJToJStiype't  *  Catal.  MSS.  Akou  fol.  edit/  1697; 

Crammer,  Append.  N.  xciu.  p.  220.:viz.  in  Hift.  BibL  fiodh  Prefat.  x 

A  Letter  to  fecretaiy  Cecit,  dat.  1552.  'See  fopr.  p;  44.    •  * 

^£p4tT0L.:lib.  tm.  Cqmmikiidat.  p.  **  Firft  printed  in  the  reign  of  Ednraid 

1 9 4,  a.  Lond  •  1 5  S  i  •  "  Ruinam  et  interitum  the  iixth.     iSee  Preface  to  the  feCond  edition 

"  pobticaninr  idiolanmi,  frc/'-r**  Qaam  of  theRHRTORic,  in  1560.    He  tranfliied 

**  gravis  haec  univerfa  fcholamm  calamicasy  the  three  Olynthiacs,  and  the  four  Philip* 

«*  kc.**    See  p.  62.  b.  p.  210.  a.  pici,  of  Demofthenes,  from  the  Greek  inta 

'  Wood,  ot  fopr.  p.  zji*  Mgliih.   Ixmd.  1570*  4(0.  -  * 

>    ;•  an 
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am  innovattcn  ikaoft  equally  4a.nog  with  that  of  perHuttiog* 
the  Hemcc  of  the  church  to  be  celebrat;ed  m  EnglUh:  pud 
acoor^mgly:  the  anthor,  fbon  afterwisnls  happening  to  vifitr 
Rome,  -was  incarcerated  by  the  inqwfitDrs  of  the  holy  fei^  99. 
a  firenunptttous  and  dangerous  heretic.  !   -•>\ 

It  is  widi  reluctance  I  enter  on  the  bloody  icign  of  the> 
rplentl^fs  aoduntttnaj^le Maiy t  wh&fe  mai^  droadfol  xau^' 
tyrdoms  of  jneri  eniinent  for  learning' and  piety*  ihockour 
{m&\n\\ij'mhh'B:iioiMt  degree  of  hocnour,  in  the  prefent 
fj^rfteaed  itate,af'mmudas,'<ata  period'  of  ^tety  when  no- 
pM^ntate  iwrdold  iaSauSt  executioaa  of  fo  £99ttc  a  nature,  asd 
when  k  W0idd  be  difiteult  t6  find  devotees  hardy  enough  to 
4tt  for  diflfereBce  of  opimon.  We  muft,  howevpr,  acknow*. 
lelgc'  that  -file.  etuicfaBsl  .'bokfa  univerfitietf  :wkh  feme  iconit-. 
4eBiib]r  hcDrnftions :  yet  the&  donaticms  feem  to  htve  kcm 
made,  not  frdmr  any  general  01^  Jibetal  principle  of  «diranck^ 
knowledge*  but  to  repair  the  bi«aches  of  reformatioo,  wA 
to  ftrengthen  the  return  of  fuperftition.  It  is  certain,  that 
her  reAoration  of  popery,  together  iwith  the  monaftie  infti*: 
ttttion,  its  proper  appendage,  ouift  have  been  highly  pemi-' 
dons  to  the  growth  of  pbfite  erudition.  Tet  although  the- 
el^ant  ftudies  were  now  beginn'mg  to  fuffer  a  new  relaple, 
in  the  midft  of  this  reign,  under  the  difcouragement  of  all 
thefe  inau^Mcious  and  unfriendly  nrcumilances,  a  college, 
was  eftablidied  at  Oxfiord,  in  the  conftitntion  of  which,  the* 
founder  principally  ineulcates  the  ufe  and  neceffity  of' 
daffical  literature ;  and  recommends  it  as  the  moft  important' 
and  leading  object  in  that  fyftem  (^academical  (Vudy,  which 
he  prefcribes  to  the  youth  of  the  new  fociety  '.  For,  befide 
a  Icdbirer  in  philoibphy  appointed  for  the^ordinary  purpofe 
of  teaching  the  fchblaftic  fciences,  he  eftabljlhes  in  this 
feminary  a  teacher  of  humanity.  The  bufinefs  of  this  j»re- 
ceptor  is  defcribed  with  a  particularity  not  ufual  in  the  aqol 
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ftitutions  given  to  collegiate  bodies  of  this  kind,  and  he  ii 
difefted  to  exert  his  inmoft  diligence,  in  tinftaring  his  au- 
ditors with  a  jtift  relifti  for  the  graces  and  purity  of  the  Latin 
language  * :  and  to  explain  critically^  in  the  public  hall,  for 
the  fpace  of  two  hours  every  day,  the  Offices,  De  Oratory, 
and  rhetorical  treatifes  of  Cicero,  the  inftitutes  of  Quintiliani 
Aulus  Gdlius,  Plautus^  Terence,  Virgil,  Hprace,  Livy,  and 
Lucan  J  together  with  the  moft  excellent  modem  philological 
treatifes  then  in  vogue,  fuch  as  the  Elegancies  of  Lau- 
rentius  Valla,  and  the  Miscellanies  of  Politian,  or,  any 
other  approved  critical  traft  on  oratory  or  verfification'^.  to 
the  mean'  time,  the  founder  permits  it  to  the  dilcrction  of 
the  leflurer,  occafionally  to  fubftitate  Greek  authors  in  the 
place  of  thefe  *.  He  moreover  requires,  that  the  candidates  . 
for  admiffion  into  the  college  be  completely  (killed  in  Latin 
poetry  J  and  in  writing  Epiftles,  then  a  favorite  mode  of 
compofition  *,  and  on  which  Erafmus  \  and  Conradus  Ccftes 
the  reftorer  of  letters  in  Germany  %  had  each  recently  pub- 
li(hed  a  diftintfb  fyftematical  w6rk.  He  injoins^  that  th^ 
ftudcnts  (hall  be  cxcrcifed  every  day,  in  the  intervals  of  va- 
cation, in  compoling  declamations,   and  Latin  verfes  both 


"■  V  Lftthi  ferfltonis  oimatn  et  deganda  vfekfi »  and  dw{ndlin|f  iifto  mtn  mttters  cf 

^  imlmendos    diligenter     cunbity     SctV  foaAf  viz.  <'  Ad  h«nc  roodum  Dbmi  moos 

Stafat  CoU.  TriA.  Oxen.  oKp;  iv.   Agmn,  **  LBCf  lOici^Tys  crtrdiri  copim,  cos  a 

^  CvpicQt  €C  6go  CeUegii  met  }uvoii<iKeai  <<  imbiteiB  in  Anddtoia  leAioiiibos  avocaft 

'*  lA  frmss  Latini  fermonis  Pmritatt  ac  **  noliiu  — Verum,  ii  temporis  tra^hir  cfr 

^  iiigtwu^Mrnm  ardom  nidlaieatii*  cxMf^  **  w^jMnftnam  iacuria^  adeo  a  fxUtaAb 

'<  nknter  enidiriv  Sec**    Ibid.  cap.  xir.  *'  laAitiiio  d^gcmreBt  Magiftroram  regeif^ 

y  Ibid.  cap.  XV.     A  modem  wiiter  itf  *^  tiom  Le^iones  ordinariae,  ot  inde  nalla, 

diale^csy  Rodolphus  Avricola,  is  alio  re-  *<  aut  admodam  exieua,  JnidicoribiM  aoce* 

commended  to  be  explained  by  the  reader  ^  dat  utilitas,  &c.    Ibid.  cap.  xv. 
in  philoibphyy  together  with  AHAotle.  *  Ibid.  cap.  vii. 

^  Ibid,  cap*  XV.   It  may  be  alfo obiarved  ^  Da  A)4TiOKS  coNscaiBsviyi  Efis- 

here,  that  the  philoibphy  reader  is  not  only  tolas. 

ordered  to  explaun  Arifiotfe,  bot  ]^lato«  «  Abont  the  vear  1 5A0.    AtBaCl,  15^3. 

Ibid.  cap.  XV.    It  appears  by  implication  It  was  reprintod  at  Cambridge  by  Sibercb* 

in  the  dofe  of  this  ibitnte»  that  ttc  poblic  and  dedicated  to  arcbfaiftop Fimer,  i^zx. 

k6ltiresoftheuiuYerfityweitBO«ryx)wing  ^'* 

lyric 
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lyric  and  heroic  * : .  and  in  his  prefatoiy  ftatute,  where  he 
defcribes  the  nature  and  defign  of  his  foundation,  he  de- 
jclares,  that  he  deflines  the  younger  part  of  his  cftabliflimcnt, 
not  only  to  dialectics  and  philofophy,  but  to  the  more  polite 
literature  \    The  ftatutes  of  this  coUcge  were  fubmitted  to 
the  infpedlion  of  cardinal  Pole,  one  of  the  chief  protestors 
of  the  revival  of  polite  letters  in  England,  as  appears  from  a 
curioi^s  paiTage  in  a  letter  written  by  the  founder,  now  re- 
maining ;  which  not  only  difplays  the  cardinaFs  ideas  of  the 
pfiw  efudition,  but  fliews  the  ftate  of  the  Greek  language  at  this 
period.    ^'  My  lord  Cardinalls  grace  has  had  the  overfeeinge 
*«  of  my  ftatutes.    He  muche  lykes  well,  that  I  have  therein 
f<  prdered  ythe  Latin  tonge  ;  [Latin  claffics]  to  be  redde  to  my 
5*  fcholle/s.    But  he  advyfes  me  to  order  the  Greeke  to  be 
«*  more  taught  there  than  I  have  provydcd.    This  purpoie  I 
'V  well  lyke :  but  I  fear  tie  tymes  wll  not  bear  it  now.    I  re- 
f *  member  when  I  was  a  yong  fcholler  at  Eton ',  the  Greeke 
"  tonge  was  growing  apace;  the  fludie  of  which  is  now 
"  alate  much  decaid*."    Queen  Mary  was  herfelf  eounently 
learned.    But  her  accomplilhments  in  letters  were  darkened 
or  impeded  by  religious  prejudices.    At  the  defire  of  queen 
Catharine  Parr,  Ihe  tranflated  in  her  youth  Erafmus's  para- 
phrafe  on  faint  John*      The  preface  is  written  by  Udall, 
mafter  of  Eton  fchool :  in  which  he  much  extoUs  her  dif- 
tinguifhed  proficience  in  literature  \    It  would  have  been 
fortunate,  if  Mary's  attention  to  this  work  had  foftened  hef 
temper,  and  enlightened  her  underftanding.    She  frequently 
fpoke  in  public  with  propriety,  and  always  with  prudence 
and  dignity. 

'   '  Ibid.  cm.  XV.    Every  day  after  dinner  *  ^  Ccferi  aatem,  fchdans  nimcopati, 

•^  Aliqiiis  icbolariam,    a  Pnefidente  aut  *'  POLtrioaiBus    Literis»   5cc."     ibid. 

«<  Lefibore  Rhetorico  jnffus,   de   themate  cap.  i. 

*«  qoodam  Dropofito»  ad  edendmn  ingtmi  '  About  the  year  1520. 

«<  ac  pfofeftos  foi  fpedmcB*  diligenfer,  >D«iedi<56.   Sec  Life  of  fir  Thomas 

«*  mnmitt  ac  hrcvker,  dicac»  Ice"     Ibid.  Pope,  p.  226. 

cap.  X.  ^  Loud.  I548.  feK 

In 
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In  the^beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elifabeth,  which 
*lbon  fpHowed,:  when-the  return  of  proteftantifm  might  have 
beetttftxpfij^ed  to  produce  a  fpecdy  Tcharrge'fof  the  better, 
puntanifm .began  to  prevail;  and,  'vss  the  fiiil  fervours  of  a 
new  fedtare^ always  violent,  retarded  for  fdme  time  the  pro- 
greikof  tag^uous  and  ufeful  knov^ledge;  The  fcriptufes 
bci)$*tirai^ated  into  Engliih,  and  every  man  afTuming  a 
rigbtrtp  dilate  in  matters  of  faith,  and  to  chuff  his  ewnr 
principle,  weak  heads^  drew  falfe  conclufions,  and  ere£led 
an  in.finitei  variety  of  petty  religions.  Such  is  the  abufe 
whiqh;  attends  the  beft  defigns,  that  the  meaneft  reader  of 
thf^^ew  Teflament  thought  he  had  a  full  comprehenfion  of 
thip  moft  myfterious  metaphyficaL  do6lrines  in  the  chriftiapi 
^ faith;  and  fcorned  to  acquiefce  in  the  fober  and  rational  ex- 
portions  of  fuch  difEcult  fubje£ts,  which  he  might  have  re- 
ceived from  a  competent  and  intelligent  teacher,  whontHt 
was  his  duty  to  follow.  The  bulk  of  the  people,  who  now 
pofTefled  the  means  of  difcuiling  all  theological  topics^  from 
their  fituation  and  circumftances  in  life,  were  naturally 
avcrfe  to  the  fplendor,  the  dominion,  and  the  opulence  of 
an  hierarchy,  and  difclaimed  the  yoke  of  epifcopal  ]urir-> 
di6lion.  The  new  deliverance  from  the  numerous  and  bur- 
thenfome  fuperftitions  of  the  papal  communion,  drove  many 
pious  reformers  into  the  contrary  extreme,  and  the  rage  of 
oppofition  ended  in  a  deyotion  entirely  fpiritual  and  abftraft- 
ed.  External  forms  were  abolifhed,  as  impediments  to  the 
vifionary  reveries  of  a  mental  intercourfe^with  heaven  >  and 
becaufe  the  church  of  Kovofi  had  carried  ceremonies  to  tin 
abfurd  excefs,  the  ufe  of  any  ceremonies  was  deemed  un- 
lawful. The  love  of  new  doftrincs  and  a  new  worfhip,. 
the  triumph  of  gaining  profelytes^  and  the,  perfecutions 
which  accompanied  thefe  licentious  zealots,  all  boAtributed 
to  fan  the  flame  qf  enthufiafm.  The  genius*  of  this  reined 
and  falfe  fpedes  of  rdigioi^  which  defied  the  falutary  checks 
of  all  human  ai^tHorityy  when  operating  in  its  full  fqrce. 

Vol  11^  N  n  n  -^  war 
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was  attended  with  confequences  not  lefs  pemiciptis  to  fociety-, 
although  lefs  likely  to  laft>  than  thofe  which'  floWed  from 
the  cftablifhment  of  the  antient  fuperftitions.  Daring  this 
unfcttlcd  ftate  of  things,  the  Englifh  reformed  clergy 
who  had  fled  into  Germany  from  the  menaces  of  queen 
Mary,  returned  home  in  great  numbers :  and  in  tonfidera* 
tion  of  their  fufFerings  and  learning,  and  their  abilities  to 
irindicate  the  principles  of  a  national  church  erefled  in  op^ 
|)ofition  to  that  of  Rome,  many  of  them  were  preferred  to 
bifliopricks,  and  other  eminent  ecclenaftical  ftatiohs.  Theft 
divines  brought  back  with  them  into  England  thofe  narrow 
principles  concerning  church*goYcmment  and  ceremonies, 
which  they  had  imbibed  in  the  petty  ftates  and  repfihlics 
abroad,  where  the  Calviniftic  difcipline  was  adopted,  and 
where  they  had  lived  like  a  fociety  of  philof^phers  j  bw 
which  were  totally  inconfiftent  with  th«  nature  of  a  more 
extended  church,  eftablifhed  in  a  great  and  magnificent 
nation,  and  requiring  an  uniform  fyftem  of  policy,  a  regular 
fubordination  of  officers,  a  folemnity  of  public  worlhip, 
'  and  an  obfervance  of  exterior  inftitutions.  They  were,  how- 
ever, in  the  pfefent  circumftances,  thought  to  be  the  moft 
proper  inftruments  to  be  employed  at  the  head  <}f  ecdefiafti-  . 
cal  affairs  j  not  only  for  the  puqiofe  of  vindicating  the  new 
eftablifhment  by  argument  and  authority,  but  of  eradica- 
ting every  trace  of  the  papal  corruptions  by  their  prafticc 
and  example,  and  of  efFeftually  fixing  the  reformation  em- 
braced by  the  church  of  England  on  a  durable  bafis.  But, 
unfortunately,  this  meafure,  fpecious  and  expedient  as  it 
appeared  at  firft,  tended  to  deftroy  that  conftitution  which 
it  was  defigned  to  fupport,  and  to  counteraft  thofe  prin- 
ciples which  had  been  implanted  by  Cranmer  in  the  reform- 
ed fyftem  of  our  religion.  Their  relu6hince  or  refufid  to  con- 
form, in  a  variety  of  inftances,  to  the  eftablifhed  ceremonies, 
and  their  refinements  in  theological  difcipline,  filled. the 
church  with  the  moft  violent  divifions;  and  introduced  «nd- 

lefs 
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fiifii  intricate  di^frtations,  not  on  fundamental  dodrines  of 
foiid  impMtanee  to  th^  real  interefts  of  chriftianity,  but  on 
pofitive  points  of  i^  and  empty  peculation,  which  ad- 
aiitting  no  elegance  of  compoTition;  and  calling  forth  no 
vigour  of  abilities,  exercifed  the  learning  of  the  clergy  in  the 
moft  barbarous  and  barren  field  of  controverfial  divinity, 
and  obftruAed  every  purfuit  of  polite  or  manly  erudition. 
Even  the  conforming  clergy,  from  their  want  of  penetration, 
and*  from  their  attachment  to  authorities,  contributed  to 
protra^  thefe  frivolous  and  unbecoming  controverfics  :  for 
if,  ia  tbeif  vindication  of  the  faeerdotal  veftments,  and  of 
the  cr^fir  of  baptifm,  inftead  of  arguing  fr#m  the  jews,  the 
primitive  chriftians,  the  fathers,,  councils,  and  cuftom$,  they 
hdd  only  appealed  to  common  ienfe  and  the  nature  of 
things,  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  thofe  formalities 
would  have  been  much  more  eafily  and  more  clearly  demon- 
ftrated.  To  thefe  ineonveniencies  we  muft  add,  that  the 
common  ecclefiafiical  preferments  were  fo  much  diminiflied' 
by  the  feizure  and  alienation  of  itopropriations,  in  the  late 
depredations  of  the  church,  and  which  continued  to  be 
carried  on  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  rapacity  in  the  reign  of 
Elifabeth,  that  few  perfons  were  regularly  bred  to  the 
church,  or,  in  other  words,  received  a  learned  education. 
Hence,  almoft  any  that  offered  themfelves  were,  without 
diftindlion  or  examination,  admitted  to  the  facrcd  funftion. 
Infomuch,  that  in  the  year  1560,  an  injunftion  was  direfled 
to  the  bifhop  of  London  from  his  metropolitan,  requiring 
him  to  forbear  ordaining  any  more  artificers  and  other  iili-- 
terate  perfons  who  exercifed  fecular  occupations '.  But  as 
the  evil  was  unavoidable,  this  caution  took  but  little  efFe6l  *"• 


'  Strype*sQRiNDAL.  B.  i*  ck.  iv.  b.  40.  (hoe'^maker  or  hoiicr,  of  London  ;  who,  w 

^  Numerous  illuminated  artiiicers  began  the  reien  of  queen  Mary,  wrote  a  pamphlet 

early  to  preach  and  write  in  defence  of  the  entitledy  The  DifpUfing  ef  proteftanisy  and 

reformed  relieion.    The  firft  mechanic  who  -  fundry  their  praQms^  &c.    Lond.    ij^Si 

left  his  lawful  calling  to  vindicate  the  caufe  1 2mo.     This  piece  foon  acquired  impor« 

of  thecatholicd,.wasoneMileaHoggard»  a  tance,    by  being  anfwered  by  Lawrence* 

N  n  a  2                                           Humphries, 
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About  the  year  1563,  tlvere  were  only  two  difines^'and  thofe 
of  higher  rank,  the  prefident  of  Magdalen  ccrfl^^e^^^and  the 
dean  of  Chrift  Church,  who  were  capable  of  preaching  the 
public  fermons  before  the  univerfity  of  Oxford",  I  will 
mention  one  inftance  of  the  extreme  ignorance  of  our  infe- 
riour  clergy  about  the  middle  of  the  fixtc^nth  century.  In 
the  year  1570,  Home,  biihop  of  Winchefter,  enjoined  the 
minor  canons  of  his  cathedral  to  get  by  memory,  every  week, 
one  chapter  of  faint  Paul's  c|>i(lles  in  Latin ;  and  this  for* 
midable  tafk,  almoft  beneath  .the  abilities  .of  an  ordinary 
fchool-boy,  was  adlually  repeated  by  fopae  of  them,  before 
the  bifhop,  xlean,  and  prebendaries,  at  a  public  epifbopal 
vifitation  of  that  church'.  It  is  well  known  that  a  fctof 
homilies  was  publifhed  to  fupply  their  incapacity  in  com^ 
pofing  fermons :  but  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  one 
reafon  for  prefcribing  this  authorifed  fyft?m  of  do6trine^ 
was  to  prevent  preachers  from  difturbing  the  peace  of  the 
church  by  dilTeminating  their  own  novel  and  indigefted 
opinions. 

The  tafte  for  Latin  compofition  in  the  reign  of  Elifabeth^ 
notwithftanding  it  was  fafhionable  both  to  write  and  fpeak 
in  that  language,  was  much  worfe  than  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  eighth,  when  jufler  models  were  ftudied,  and  when  the 
novelty  of  claflical  literature  excited  a  general  emulation  to 
imitate  the  Roman  authors.  The  Latinity  of  Afcham's  profe 
has  little  elegance.     The  verfification  and  phrafeoiogy  of 

Homphries,  and  other  eminent  reformers.  '  Doftor  Lawrence  Humphr^s,  men- 

He  printed  other  pieces  of  the  fame  ten-  tioned  in  the  laft  note.     Of  whom  it  will 

dencY.    He  was  likewife  an  En^lifh  poet ;  not  be  improper  to  obferve  farther  in  this 

and  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  men-  place,  that  aboot  the  year  i^C3»  he  wrote 

tioning  him  in  that  charader,  as  I  coold  an  Efifioia  Je  Greets  Uteris  ei  tuwuri  Uai§nt 

not  have  ventured  to  give  him  a  place  in  //  imitatione  ad  frafidtm  et  fiiios  e^Uegn 

the  feries  of  our  poetry.     He  wrote  the  Maf^dalena^  Oxen.    In  the  Cornucopia 

MiRROVR  of  Love,  Lond.    i^^'t;.  410.  of  Hadrian  Junius,  Bafil.  1558.  fol. 
Dedicated  to  queen  Mary.    Alfo  me  Path-  *  Wood,  ut  fupr.  i.  285. 

WAY  to  THi  TOWRB  of  PiRFECTioK.  •  Regiftr.  Homc,  Epifc.  Winton.  fch 

Ix)nd.  1556.  4to.  with  fomc  ^ther  pieces*  80.  b. 

Buchanan's 
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Buchanan's  Latin  poetry  are  fplendid  and  fonorous»  but  not 
marked  with  the  chafte  graces  and  fimple  ornaments  of  the 
Auguftan  age.     One  is  furprifed  to  find  the  learned  arch- 
bifhop  GrindaU  in  the  flatutes  of  a  fchool  which  he  founded, 
and  amply  endowed,  recommending  fuch  barbarous  and  de- 
generate claifics  as  Palingenius,  Sedulius,  aud  Prudentius,  to 
be  taught  in  his  new  foundation  %    Thefe,  indeed,  were  the 
claffics  of  a  reforming  bifhop :  but  the  well-meaning  prelate 
would  have  contributed  much  more  to  the  fuccefs  of  his 
intended  reformation,  by  direfting  books  of  better  tafte  and 
lefs  piety.     That  claffical  literature,  and  the  public  infti- 
tution  of  youth,  were  now  in  the  loweft  ftate,  we  may 
colle£t  from  a  provifion  in  archbifhop  Parker's  foundation 
of  three  fcholarfhips  at  Cambridge,  in  the  year  1567.    He 
orders  that  the  fcholars,  who  are  appointed  to  be  elected 
from  three  the  moft  confiderable  fchools  in  JCent  and  Nor- 
folk, ihall  be  ''  the  A(/i  and  apuft  fchoUers,  well  inftru^ed  in 
"  the  grammar,  and,  if  it  may  bty  fuch  as  can  make  a  verfe '." 
It  became  fafhionable  in  this  reign  to  ftudy,  Greek  at  court. 
The  maids  of  honour  indulged  their  ideas  of  fentimental 
afFe6lion  in  the  fubiime  contemplations  of  Plato's  Phaedo : 
and  the  queen,  who  underftood  Greek  better  than  the  canons 
of  Windfor,  and  was  certainly  a  much  greater  pedant  than 
her  fucceflor  James  the  firft,  tranflated  Ifocrates'.    But  this 
paffion  for  the  Greek  language  foon  ended  where  it  began : 
nor  do  we  find  that  it  improved  the  national  tafte,  ;or  in- 
fluenced the  writings,  of  the  age  of  Elifabeth. 

All  changes  of  rooted  eftablifhments,  efpecially  of  a  na- 

.  tional  religion,  are  attended  with  fhocks  and  convulfions, 

unpropitious  to  the   repofe  fcience   and  ftudy.     But  thefe 

unavoidable  inconveniencies  laft  not  long.    When  the  liberaL 

genius  of  proteftantiim  had  perfefted  its  work,  and  the  firft 

*  Strype's  Grimdal.  B.  ji.  ch.  xvii.  p.  ^  Afcham's  ScholemaIter,  ^.  19.  b. 

312.    This  was  in  ia  1583.  edit.  1589.    And  £pistol.  lib.  1.  p.  19. 

f  Blomefidd's  Norfolk,  ii.  224.  uc  fopr. 

funaticifms 
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fauaatidnpas  of  well«iiseanliig*btit  mU^idtd'  0ealot9  hatf  (lil^- 
iided>  Gtfcry  fpecics  6S  uftful  and  Akgaht  knowldlge  recovered 
its  ftmn^^di,  and  jurafe  with  new  vigbitr.  Acquifitions, 
wiiethet  in  theology  or  homanityy  were  tio  longer  exchnfirelj 
confined  to  the  clergy:  the  laity  eagerly  embraced  thofe 
purfiiits  from  vrhich  thcff  had  long  been  imjaftly  reftrainedc 
and^  foon  affcer  the  reign  of  EUfabeth,  men  attained  that 
ftate  of  general  improvement,  and  thofe  fituations  with 
refpe^  to  liteiature  and  life,  in  which  they  have  ever  fince 
pcrfevered. 

But  it  remains  to  bring  home,  aiKl  to  api)Iy,  this  change  in 
the  fentiments  of  mankind,  to  our  main  fubjcft.  The  cuftoms^ 
inftitutions,  traditions,  and  religion,  of  the  middle  agcs^  were 
favorable  to  poetry.  Their  pageaunts,  proceilions,  fpeftacles^ 
and  ceremonies,  were  friendly  to  imagery,  to  perfbnification 
and  allegory.  Ignorance  and  fuperftition,  fo  oppofite  to  the 
real  interefts  of  human  fociety,  are  the  parents  of  imagina- 
tion. The  very  devotion  of  the  Gothic  times  was  romantic. 
The  catholic  worfhip,  befides  that  its  nume:rous  exteriour 
appendages  were  of  a  piAureique  and  even  of  a  poetical  na- 
ture, (tiipoied  the  mind  to  a  ftate  of  deception,  and  encou- 
raged, or  rather  autboriied,  every  fpecies  of  credufity :  its 
vifions,  miracles,  and  legends,  propagated  a  general  pro- 
peniity  to  the  Marvellous,  and  ftrengthened  the  belief  of 
^eftres,  demons,  witches,  and  incantations.  Thefe  ilhifiona 
were  heightened  by  churches  of  a  wonderful  mechanifm, 
and  conftrudted  on  fuch  principles  of  inexplicable  archi- 
tefture  as  had  a  tenden^cy  to  imprefs  the  foul  with  every 
&lfe  fenfation  of  religious  fear.  The  favage  pomp  and  the 
capricious  heroifm  of  the  baronial  manners,  were  replete 
with  incident,  adventure,  and  enterprife :  and  the  in  tradable 
genius  of  the  feudal  policy,"  held  forth  thofe  irregularities 
of  conduft,  difcordancies  of  intereft,  and  diffimilarities  of 
fituation,  that  framed  rich  materials  for*  the  minftrel-mufe. 
The  tacit  compaft  of  fafliion,  which  promotes  civility  by 

difFufing 


y 
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difFufing  habits  of  uniformity,  and  therefore  deftroys  pecu* 
liarities  of  charafter  and  fituation,  had  not  yet  operated 
upon  life :  nor  had  domeftic  convenience  abolifhed  unwieldy 
magnificence.  Literature,  and  a  better  fenfe  of  things,  not 
only  banifhed  thefe  barbarities,  but  fuperfeded  the  mode  of 
compofition  which  was  formed  upon  them.  Romantic 
poetry  gave  way  to  the  force  of  reafon  and  inquiiy ;  as  its 
own  inchanted  palaces  and  gardens  inftantaneoufly  vanifhed, 
when  the  chriftian  champion  difplayed  the  fhield  of  truth, 
and  baffled  the  charm  of  the  necromancer.  The  ftudy  of 
the  claffics,  together  with  a  colder  magic  and  a  tamer  my- 
thology, introduced  method  into  compofition :  and  the  uni- 
verfal  ambition  of  rivalling  thofe  new  patterns  of  excellence, 
the  faultlefs  models  of  Greece  and  Rome,  produced  that  bane 
of  invention.  Imitation.  ^Erudition  was  made  to  aft  upon 
genius.  Fancy  was  weakened  by  refleftion  and  philofophy. 
The  fafhion  of  treating  every  thing  fcientifically,  applied 
fpeculation  and  theory  to  the  arts  of  writing.  Judgment 
was  advanced  above  imagination,  and  rules  of  criticifm  were 
eftabliflied.  The  brave  eccentricities  of  original  genius,  and 
the  daring  hardinefs  of  native  thought,  were  intimidated  by 
metaphyfical  fentiments  of  perfeftion  and  refinement. 
Setting  afide  the  confideration  of  the  more  folid  advantages, 
which  are  obvious,  and  are  not  the  diftinft  objeft  of  our 
contemplation  at  prefent,  the  lover  of  true  poetry  will  afk, 
what  have  we  gained  by  this  revolution?  It  may  be  an- 
fwered,  much  good  fenfe,  good  tafte,  and  good  criticifm. 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  we  have  loft  a  fet  of  manners,  and  a 
fyftem  of  machinery,  more  fuitable  to  the  purpofes  of  poetry, 
than  thofe  which  have  been  adopted  in  their  place.  We 
have  parted  with  extravagancies  that  are  above  propriety, 
with  incredibilities  that  are  more  acceptable  than  truth,  and 
with  fiftions  that  are  more  valuable  than  reality. 
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DISSERTATION     I. 


SIGNAT.  Zi  fol.  verf.  Not, '.  lip..  For  *«  Pocock, 
KEAD  *<  £r|iepiU8," 
Signat.  c  2.  fol.  verf.  lin.  3.  Read  **  Vienne.". 
,:5ig»at.  c,  Not. «.  lin.  4.  For  "  loi,"  Read  *.'  92.'* 

SIgiMt.  g.  lin.  .3.  For  **  mulibrum,"  Head  **  muUb  fen." 
,'  ibid.  lin.  4,  Rsao  «*  Woton." 
. .^Sign(at>  h.  z,, lin.  2p.  .fielFore  «f  <wnpCifijd> '  Insert  " not.' 


D  1  S  S  E  R  T  A  T  I  O  ^i     11. 

.  1 5 JQNAT,  a.  fol.  verf.  lin.  24.  Read  «*  Frycfty." 

Signat.  b.  lin.  7.  Read  "  Roger.'* 

Ibid,  lin,  dntep.  and  pea.-  Read  **:  Bukdene^  10  jun." 

Ibid.  Not. '.  lin.  2.  Read  «*  vU.". 

:Signat.  b  2.  fol.  .vecCi.Uo^iilt.  For  '*  monk*,"  Read  "  can* 
ons." 

'  a  2  Signat. 
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Signal,  b  4.  Not.  •.  lin.  9.  Read  "  fon." 

Signal,  c  3.  lin.  19.  Read  *'  Vitalian."     So  again  fol.  vcrf. 

lin.  5. 

Signal,  c  4,  fd.  verf.  lin.  22.  Read  **  York." 

Signal,  f.  2.  lin-  9.  Read  **  priory  of  Dunftablc." 

Signal,  f.  4.  Nol.  '.  lin.  ull.  Read  "  Hall." 

Signal,  g.  fol.  verf.  lin.  15.  Read  "  1270."     [In  Tanner's 

date,  (viz.  mlxx)  cc  had  probably  flipped  out  at  thePrcfs.] 
Signal,  i.    Notes,  col.  2.  lin.  10.  Read  **  Martyrologium 

Ovidii  de  faftis." 

Signal,  i.  4.  Nol.  ".  lin.  i.  Dele  "  Monoftichon." 
Signal,  k.  2.  fol.  verf.  to  Note  ^  Add,  **  But  fee  Wood, 

Hift.  et  Antiq.  Univ.  Oxon.  i.  46.  a." 


PAG.  I.  Not.  \  lin.  i.  For  "  4,", Read  ^*  24." 
Pag.  3.  1.  7.  For  "even  the  lower  clafs  of  people,"  Read 
'Mhe  nobility." 

Pag.  6.  lin.  17.  After  **  language,"  Insert  *^  Among  the 
Records  of  the  Tower,  a  great  revenue-roU,  on  many  (heets  of 
vellum,  or  Magnus  Rotulus,  of  the  Duchy  of  Normandy, 
for  the  year  1083,  is  fHU  prcferved ;  indorfed,  in  a  ccEvd  hand» 
Anno  ab  Incarnatione  dni  m*  lxxx*  hi*  Apud  Ca- 
DOMUM  [Caen]  Willielmo  filio  Radulfi  Senescallo 
Norm  ANN  IE,  This  moft  exaSly  and  minutely  refembles  the 
pipe-rolls  of  our  exchequer  belonging  to  the  fame  age,  in  form^ 
method,  and  charadter.  Ayloffe's  Calendar  of  Ant.  Chart. 
Pref.  p.  xxiv.  edit.  Lond.  1774.  4*'. 

Pag.  8.  Not. «.  Tin.  13.  Read  ''  Flacius  lUyricus." 
Pag.  II.  to  the  laft  Note  Add,  *•  The  fccular  indulgences, 
particularly  the  luxury,  of  a  femde  convent,  are  intended  to  be 
reprefented  in  the  following  paffage  of  an  antient  poem,  called 
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A  Difputation  bytwene  a  cryjiene  mon  and  a  Jew,  written  before 
the  year  1300.  MS.  Vernon,  fol.  301.    [See  vol.  ii.  p.  231.] 

Till  a  Nonneri  thei  came. 

But  I  knowe  not  the  name ; 

Ther  was  mony  a  derworthe  •  dame 

In  dyapre  dere  * : 
Squizeres  *  in  vchc  fydc. 
In  the  wones  *  fo  wyde  : 
Hur  fchul  we  longe  •  abyde, 

Auntres '  to  heare. 
Thene  fwithe  *  fpekethe  he. 
Til  a  ladi  fo  fre. 
And  biddeth  that  he  welcum  be, 

"  Sire  Water  my  feere  ^" 
Ther  was  bords  *  i  clothed  dene 
With  fchire  *  clothes  and  fchene, 
Se|>|^  *  a  waffchen"*,  i  wene. 

And  wente  to  the  fete : 
Riche  metes  was  forth  brouht. 
To  all  men  that  gode  thouht : 
The  criften  mon  wolde  nouht 

Drynke  nor  etc. 
Ther  ,was  wyn  ful  clere 
In  mony  a  fcir  maferc  % 
And  other  drynkes  that  weore  dere. 

In  coupes  \  ful  gret : 

*  Dear-worthy.  called  afterwardt,  *'  Sut  [Sir]  Walter  of 

*  Diaper  fine.  ««  Berwick.'* 
«  Squires.    Attendants,  ^  Tables. 

'  Rooms.    Apartmenu.  ^  Sheer.    Clean. 

*  Shall  we  long.  ^  Or  Sitbe^  i«  e.  often. 
'  Adirentures.                                                 «»  Waflied. 

f  Swiftly.    Immediately.  ■  Mazer.    Great  cop. 

^  My  Companion.    My  Lore*    He  is         ^  Cups. 

Siththe 
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SithtKe  was  fchewed  him  bi 
Murththe  and  munftralfy  % 
And  preyed  hem  do  gladly. 

With  ryal  rcehet '. 
Bi  the  hordes  «p  thei  ftode,  6cc. 

3Pag.  13.  1.  15.  Read  *^  Ciclatoun  ant  purpel  pal/* 
Pag.  14.  to  Not.  ^.  Add,  *^  The  .Jh»ives  of<  the  Saints 
in  verfe,  in  Bennet  library,;  contain  th&  ^urtyrdom  and  tranfla* 
tion  of  Becket,  Num.  cixv.  This  manuicript  is  fuppofed  to 
he  of  Ahe  fourteenth  century.  Afchbifliop  Parker,  in  a  re- 
mark prefixed,  has  afli^ed  the  'Compoiition  to  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  fecond.  But  in  that  cafe^  Beckct's  traoflation,  which 
fdid  not  happen  till  the  reign  df  king  John,  muft  have  been 
added.  6e^  a'  ipecimen  in  Mr»  -Na&oith's  accurate  and  learned 
Catalogue  of  the  Bonnet  aaanufcripts^  pag.  217.  Cantab. 
1777.  4'\  Therp  is  a  manufcript  »of  thdc  Lives  in  Trinity 
college  library  at  Oxford,  but  it  has  not  the.  Life  of  Becket« 
MSB.  Num.  lvii.  InPergs^en.  foL  The  writing  is  about 
the  fourteenth  centuiy«  I  will  Cran^ribe  a  few  lines  from  the 
Life  of  saint  Cuthbert.  f.  2i  bw 

Selnt  Cuthberd  was  ybore  here  in  Engelonde, 

God  dude  for  him  meraccle,  as  2e  fchoUeth  vnderflonde« 

And  wel  zong  child  he  was,  in  his  eigtethe  zere. 

Wit  children  he  pleyde  aitte  balle,  that  his  felawes.  were : 

That  com  go  a  lite  childe,  it  thQzt  dire  zer  bid, 

A  fwete  creature  and  a  fayr,  yt  was  myld  and  bold  : 

To  the  zong  Cuthberd  he  zcde,  fene  brother  he  fcde, 

Ne  l^ench  not  fuch  ydell  game  for  it  ne  Qzte  nozt  be  thy  dede; 

Seint  Cuthberd  n^  tok  no  zeme  to  the  childis  rede 

And  pleyde  forth  with  his  felawes,  al  fo  they  him  bede. 

'  Afterwards  therejwas  fportaacLimn-      Chaucer's  Rom.  R.  v..  6^09. 
ilrelfy.  Him,  woulde  I  comfort  and  ncbttu 

^  i.  e.  Recept.    Reception.    Bat  iee      And  Tn*  Cress,  iii.  350. 

Tho 
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Tho  this  zonge  child  y  fesithat  he  hisitd  forfbk, 
A.dQuii^h8  feltagrdunde;.  and  gret  del  to  him  to  tok^ 
It;by  g9<i  tawiep&forej.  and-his  honden  wryiige. 
This,  childreaiiaddealle  del  of  him^  and  by  fened  hare  pley inge. 
AB.that:thcyiCoiithc:hy  gladede-tum,  fore  he  gan  to  iiche,. 
At  even  this  zomge  child  made  del  y  fiche, 
A  welaway^  .qd  feint  Cuthbcrt,  why  wepes  thou  fo  fore 
Zif  we  the  haveth  ozt  myfdo  we  ne  fcholleth  na  more. 
Tiiaa)ne.fpak(^.this  zonge  chiid^  fore  hy  wothe  b^e, 
CxittibaA  it.^Ulethinozt  to  the  with  zong^e  children  to  pleye^. 
Forma  fuche  idell  games  it  ne  cometh  the  to  worche^ 
Whanne  god  hath  y  proveyd  the  an  heved  of  holy  cherche. 
'  With  this  word,  me  nyfte  whidder,  this  zong  child  wentc. 
An  angel  it  was  of  heven  that  our  lord  thuder  fent. 

Saxon  letters  are  ufed  in  this  manufcript.  I  will  exhibit  the: 
next  twelve  lines  as  they  appear  in  that  mode  of  writing ;.  to-^ 
gether  with  the  punctuation. 

Jo  by  gan  feint  Cuthberd.  for  to  wcpc  fore 

He  made  his^  fader  and  frendis.  fette  him  to  lore 

So  J^at  he  fcrvcde  bo}?e  nyjt  and  day.  to  plefe  god  be  more 

And  in  his  joughede  ny jt  and  day.  of  fervedc  goais  ore 

{o  he  in  grettcre  elde  was.  as  J?e  bok  us  haJ7  y  fed 
t  by  fel  bat  feint  Aydan.  J?e  biflchop  was  ded 
Cuthberd  was  a  felde  with  fchep.  angcles  of  heven  he  fez* 
(^  biflchopis  foule  feint  Aydan.  to  heven  here  on  hez. 
Alias  fede  feint  Cuthberd.  fole  ech  am  to  longe 
I  nell  J^is  fchep  no  longer  kepe.  a  fongq  hem  who  fo  a  fonge 
He  wente  to  be  abbeye  of  Germans,  a  grey  monk  he  J;er  byconu 
Grct  joyc  made  alle  fe  covtnt.  po  hfe  that  abbyt  nom,,  &c.'** 

The  reader  will  obfcrvc  the  conftant  return  of  the  hemiftichat 
point,  which  I  have  been  carefiil  to  prcfervc,  and  to  reprefent 
with  exaftnefs ;  as  I  fufpedt,  that  it  fhews  how  thcfe  poems 
were  fung  to  the  harp  by  the  minftrels.  Every  line  was  per*- 
haps  uniformly  recited  to  the  fame  monotonous  modulationi  with 

apaufe 
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a  paufe  in  a  midft :  juft  as  we  chant  the  pfalms  in  our  ch<»al 
fervice.  In  the  pfalms  of  our  liturgy,  this  paufe  is  ezprefled  by 
a  colon :  and  often,  in  thofe  of  the  Roman  mii&l,  by  an  afie* 
rife.  The  fame  mark  occurs  in  every  line  of  this  manufcript  j 
which  is  a  folio  volume  of  confiderable  fize,  with  upwards  of 
fifty  vcrfcs  in  every  page. 

Pag.  1 8.  Not.  \  lin.  3.  Inflead  of  "  Saint  Dorman/'  Read 
"  The  Seven  Sleepers." 

Pag.  30.  to  Not.  ^  Add,  ^'  In  the  fame  ftile,  as  it  is  mani- 
feftly  of  the  fame  antiquity,  the  following  little  defcriptive 
fong,  on  the  Approach  of  Summer,  deferves  notice.  MSS. 
Harl.  978.  f.  5. 

Sumer  is  i  cumen^ 

lihude  Jing  cuccu: 

Growetb  fed,  and  blowetb  med. 

And  Jpringetb  the  wde  nu. 

Sing,  cuccu,  cuccu. 

Awe  bletetb  after  lomb, 

Louth  after  cahe  cui 

Bulluc  Jierteth, 

Bucke  njerteth: 

Murie  fng^  cuccu: 

Wei Jings  tbu  cuccu*, 

Ne  fwik  thou  never  nu. 

That  is,  '*  Summer  is  coming:  Loud  fing,  Cuckow!  Groweth 
**  feed,  and  bloweth  mead,  and  fpringeth  the  wood  now.  Ewe 
^^  bleateth  after  lamb,  loweth  cow  after  calf;  bullock  flarteth, 
**  buck  vertetb ' :  merry  fing,  Cuckow  I  Well  fingefl  thou^ 
"  Cuckow,  Nor  ceafc  to  fing  now.'*  This  is  the  moft  antient 
Englifh  fong  that  appears  in  our  manufcripts,  with  the  mufical 
notes  annexed.     The  mufic  is  of  that  fpecies  of  comppfition 

'  Goes  to  harbour  among  the  fetn. 

which 
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which  is  called  Caum  in  the  Un^a^  and  is  fu^fed  to  be  M 

the  fifteenth  century* 
Pag.  4^«  Add  to  Not.  ^  ^'  Compare  Tanner  in  Joannes 

Co&NUBisNSis,  who  recites  hii  Other  pieces.  Bibl.  p.  432. 

Notes/'..'. 
Pag.  50.  Not.  \  ¥qt  ''  hHls/'  Read  *'  halls.'' 
Pag.  59.  I.  9.  For  *•  monk,"  Read  **  canon." 
Pag.  62.  Not.  '.  lin.  7.  Read  **  Johnfton." 
Pag.  68.  Not.  °.  lin.  i.  Dele  **abfurdly."  And  1.  3.  Dele 

'^  It  is  a  catapult  or  battering  ram." 

Pag.  68.  Ibid.  Notes^  col.  z.  After  lia.  4.  Insert,  ^<  Seb 

snfr.    p.  72.     Mangonel   alfo  fignlfied  what  was  thrown 

from  the  machine  fo  called.     Thus  Froiffiurt."  £t  a?oient  ks 

^^  Braban^ons  de  tres  grans  engins  devant  k  ville,  qui  getmeni 

^'  pierres  de  faix  et  manganeaux  jofques  eft  k  ville."  Liv.  xii. 

c.  118.     And  in  the  old  French  Ovii^s  ched  by  Borel,  Trb-» 

SORr  ift  V> 

Onques  pour  une  tor  abatre, 
Ne  oit  on  Mangontaux  defcendre 
Plus  briement  ne  du  ciel  deftendre 
Foudre  pour  abatre  un  clofihdr^ 

Ibid.  ibid.  After  lin.  17.  ,kDT)^  "The  ufc  of  artillery,  how- 
ever, is  proved  by  a  curious  paiTage  In  JPetrarch*  to  be  oldef 
than  the  period  to  which  it  has  been  commonly  relert'ed.  Thte 
parage  is  in  Petrarch's  boeic  de  Rbme^diis  utriusque  for* 
TUNJEf  undoubtedly  written  before  the  year  J  J24.  "  ^.  I^abeo 
"  machinas  et  baliftas.  R.  Mirum,  jiiii  et  £;landes  apneas,  qiw 
"  flammis  injedis  hcfrri^ono  ibnitujaciuntur«-T-£rat^£c'  penis 

nisper  rara^  ut  cum  ingenti  miraculo  cemeretjiir :  fiunc^  ut 

rerum  pefiimarum  docUes  funt  slaimif  ita  tommuth  eft^  ut 
•*  quodlibet  genus  armor um.'^  Lib.  i.  DialV  99-.  I§ee  M'ura- 
tori,  Antiqjjitat.  Med.  iEv.  torn.  ii.  col.  514.  Cannons  are 
fuppofed  to.  have  been  firfiufedby^  the  Eng^^  at  the^' battle  of 
Creffy,  in  the  year  1346.    It  is  extnordSnary  thaS  Froiffart, 

Vol..  n.  b  who 
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who  iiunutely  defcribes  that  battle,  land  is^  fond  (£  decorating 
his  narrative  with  wonders,  fhould  have  wholly  omitted  thi& 
circumftance.  Mufquets  are  recited  as  a  weapon  of  the  infantry 
fo  early  as  the  year  1475,  "  Quilibet  peditum  habeat  baliiiam 
••  vel  bombardoAi.^^  Lit.  Cafimiri  iii.  an.  1475.  1»eg^ 
PoLON.  torn.  i.  p.;  228;.  Thefe  are  generally  afligned  to  the 
year  1520.  .   *      -      . 

Pag.  72.  1.  6.  Read  "  fueynes." 

Pag.  73.  to  1.  21.  Add  this  Note,  */  The  rhymes  here  called, 
by  Robert  de  Brunne,  Couwie^  and  Enterlacee^  were  undoubtedljr 
derived  from  the  Latin  rhymers  of  that  age,  who  ufed  verfus 
caudati  tt  interlaqueatL  Brunne  here  profefles  to  avoid  thefe 
elegancies  of  compofition,  yet  he  has 'intermixed  many  palTages 
in  Rime  Couwie.  See  his  Chronicle,  p.  266.  273.  &c.  &c; 
And  almoft  all  the  latter  part  of  his  work  from  the  Conqueft 
is  written  in  rhyme  enterlac^e,  each  couplet  rhyming  .in  the 
middle,  as  well  as  the  end.     As  thus,  MSS.  Haru  .iq02U. 

Plaufus  Graecorum  |  lux  c^cis  et  via  claudis  { 
Incola  cslorum  ]  virgo  digniflima  laudis. 

The  rhyme  Bqfton  had  its  appellation  from  Robert  Bafion,  a 
celebrated  Latin  rhymer  about  .the  year.  13^5.  The  ,  rhyme 
Jirangere  means  uncommon.  See  CANtERBURV  TAles,  vol.  4. 
p.  72.  feq.  yt  infr.  The  reader>  qtitious  on  this  fubjeA,  may 
receive  further  information  from  a  manulcript  in  the  Bodleian 
library,  in  which  are  fpecimens  of  Metra  Lfmina^  cr^Ma^ 
cornuta,  recriprcca,  &c.  MSS.  Laud.  K.  3.  4**.  In  the  &me 
libi:ary,  there  is  a  very  antient  manofcript  copy  of  Aldhelm's 
Latin  poem  De  Vtrginitate  et  Isoude  SanStorum,  written  about 
the  year  70b,  and  ^ven  by  Thomas  Allen,  with'  Saxon  gloffes, 
and  the  text  alnioft  19  f^ini-faxdn  chataders.    Thefe  are  the 

two  firft  verfcs^ 

::j  .:.:}  .?  ;  .?^  .  .  /  ■  ,      .     •...■ 

Metrica  tyrones  nunc  promant  ciarmina  caili, 
Et  laudem  capiat  quadiato  carmine  Virgo. 

Langbainc» 
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Langbaine,  in  reciting  this  nKHiafcript»  thus  explains  the  qua^ 
dratum  carpien,  .  **  ScU.  prima  cujufque  verfus  litera^  per 
*^' Acroftichidem,  conficit  v^fiim  iWum  Metrica  ty rones.  '  Ul- 
*^  tima  cujvifqti'fe  verfus  litera,  ab  uliihio  carmine  ordine  retro- 
**  gardo  numerafndo,  hunc  verfiipi  facit. 

**  Mctrica  tyroncs  nunc  promant  carmina  cafti/' 

[Langb.  M8S-  y.  p*  126.]  MSS>.  Dige.  146.  There  is  a  very 
antient  traft,/by  one  Micd,  I. believe* called  alfo  Levita,  On 
Profody,  De  ^antitate  Syllabarum^  with  examples  from  the 
Latin-  poets^.  perhaps  the  firft  work  of  the  kind.  Bibl.  BodL 
MSS.  Bodl.  A.  7.  9.  See  J.  L.  Rocker's  Catal.  MSS.. 
Bibl.  Heidelb.  p.  24.  who  recites,  a  part  of  Mico's  Preface,  in 
which  he  appears  to  have  been  a  grammatical  teacher  of  youth. 
See  alfo  Dacheri  Spicileg.  torn.  ii.  p.  300.  b.  edit,  ult.' 

Pag.  85.  Not.  ^  After  *' pencff^"  Insert,  "  In. this  ma- 
nufcript  the  whole  title  is  this.    ^*  Le  Ro$signol,  ou  la 
•'  pehfee  Jehan  de  Hovedene  clerc  ^a  roinc;d'Engleterre  mere  Ic. 
**  roi  Edward  de  la  naiffance  et  dierla  mort  et.du  rcUcivemcnt  et 
"  de  lafcenfion  Jefu  Crift  ct  de  laiSumpcion  notre  d^mxe."   This  . 
manufcript  was  written  in  the  fourteenth  century. 

Pag.  86.  Insert  at  the  Beginning  of  Not. '.  "  Among  the 
learned  Engliihmen  who  now  wrote  in  French,  The  Editor  of 
the  Canterbury  Tales  mentions  Helis.de iGuincpftrc,, or 
Winchester,  a  tranflator  of  Cato  into  French.  .[See.  vol.: 
ii.  p.  169.]  And  Hue  de  Roteland,  author  of  the  Romance^ 
in  French  verfc,  called  Ipomedon,  MSS.  Cott.  Vesp.  A,  vii*. 
[Sep  vol.  i.  p.  169.]  The  latter  is  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  writtptt; 
a  French  Dialogue  in.metre,  MSS.  Bodl.  3904.  La  pleinte  pgr 
entre  mU  Sire  Henry  de  Lacy  Count e  de  Nichole  [Lingolfl]  ft  Ske 
Wauter  de  Byblefworth  pur  la  croiferk  en  Id  terre  Jeinte.  And  a 
French  romantic  poem  pa  ^knight  called.  Cap  an  be,  perhaps 
Statiu8>  Capaneus.  MSS.  Cott.  Vesp,  A.  vii.  ut  fupr.  It 
begins^ 

b  2  Oaf 
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cites  an  old  hiftory  of  Bologna^  under  the  year  i288>  by  which 
it  appears,  that  they  fwarmed  in  the  ftreets  of  Italy.  **  Ut 
*^  Cantatores  Francigenarum  in  plateis  comunis  ad 
**  cantandum  morari  non  poffent."  On  which  words  he  ob- 
fervcs,  **  Colle  quali  parole  fembra  verofimilc,  che  fieno  difeg- 
**  nati  i  cantatore  del  favole  romanze^  che  fpezialmente  della 
*^  Franzia  erano  portate  in  Italia/'  Dissert.  Antichit. 
Ital.  torn.  ii.  c.  xxix.  p.  i6.  In.NapQli/1752.  He  adds,  that 
the  minftrels  were  fo  numerous  in  France,  as  to  becotn^  a  peft 
to  the  community ;  and  that  an  edid:  wa$  ifTued  about  the  year 
1 200,'to  fupprefs  them  in  that  kingdom.  Muratori,  in  further  proof, 
of  this  point,  quotes  the  above  pafTage  from  Hoveden;  which,  as  - 
I  had  done,  he  mifapplies  to  our  king  Richard  the  firft.  But,  in 
either  fenfe,  it  equally  fuits  his  argument.  In  the  year  13^, 
at  a  feaft  on  Eafler  Sunday,  celebrated  at  Rimini,  on  occa- 
fion  of  fome  noble  Italians  receiving  the  honour  of  knight-*- 
hood,  more  than  one  thoufand  five  hundred  histriones  are 
faid  to  have  attended.  *^  Triumphus  quidem  maximus  fuit 
•^  ibidem,  &c. — Fuit  etiam  multitudo  Histrionum,  circa 
«5  mille  quingentos  et  ultra."  Annal.  C-ffiSENAX.  tom.  xiv. 
Rer.  Italic.  Scriptor.  col.  1141.  But  their  countries  arc 
not  fpecified.  In  the  year  1227,  at  a  feaft  in  the  palace  of  the 
archbifliop  of  Genoa,  a  fumptuous  banquet  and  veftments  with* 
out  number  were  given  to  the  minftrels,  or  Joculatores,  then 
prefent,  who  came  from  Lombardy,  Provence,  Tufcany,  and 
other  countries.  CafFari  Annal.  Genu  ens.  lib.  vi.  p.  449.  D« 
Apud  Tom.  vi.  ut  fupr.  In  the  year  774,  when  Charlemagne 
entered  Italy  and  found  his  paflage  impeded,  he  was  met  by  a 
minftrel  of  Lombardy,  whofc  fong  promifed  him  fucc^fs  and 
yiftory.  **  Contigit  Joculatorem  ex  Longobardorum  gente 
^'  ad  Carolum  venire,  et  Cantiunculam  a  se  composi-: 
*'  TAM,  rotando  in  confpedu  fuorum,  cantare."  Tom.  ii.  P.  2. 
Ut  fupr.  Chron.  Monast.  Noval.  Hb.  iii.  cap.  x.  p.  717.  D. 
To  recur  to  the  origin  of  this  Note.  Rymer,  in  his  Short 
VjBW  OF   TragboYi  on  the  notion  that  Hoveden  is  here 

fpeaking 
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i|)eaking  of  king  Richard,  has  founded  a  theory,  which  is  con- 
fequently  falfc,  and  is  otherwife  but  imaginary.  See  p.  66.  67. 
69.  74.  He  fuppofes,  that  Richard,  in  confequence  of  his 
connexion  wit^i  Raimond  count  of  Tholoufe,  encouraged  the 
hercfy  of  the  Albigenfes;  and  that  therefore  the  hiftorian  Hove- 
den,  as  an  ecclefiaftic,'  was  interefled  in  abufing  Richard,  and 
in  infinuating,  that  his  reputation  for  poetry  refted  only  on  the 
venal  praifes  of  the  French  minftrels.  The  words  quoted  are, 
indeed,  written  by  a  churchman,  although  not  by  Hovedcn. 
But  whatever  invidious  turn  they  bear,  they  belong,  as  we  have 
fecn,  to  quite  another  perfon  ;  to  a  bifliop  who  juftly  deferved 
fuch  an  indireft  ftroke  of  fatire,  for  his  criminal  enormities, 
not  for  any  vain  prctenfions  to  the  charafter  of  a  Provencial 
fongfter. 

Pag.  114.  1.  15.  For  "  fecond,"  Read  « third." 
Pag.  15.  1.  4,  To  ''  Robert  Borron"  Add  this  Note,  *'  In 
Bennet  college  library  at  Cambridge,  there  is  an  Englifh  poem  on 
the  Sang  REAL,  and  its  appendages,  containing  forty  thpufand 
verfes.  MSS.  txxx.  chart.  The  manufcript  is  imperfcdt  both 
at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end.  The  title  at  the  head  of  the 
firft  page  is  Acta  Arthuri  Regis,  written  probably  by 
Joceline,  chaplain  and  fecretary  to  archbifhop  Parker.  Th^  n^- 
rative,  which  appears  to  be  on  one  continued  fubjedl,  is  divided 
into  books,  or  fedtions,  of  unequal  length.  It  is  a  tranflation 
made  from  Robert  Borron's  French  romance  called  Lancelot, 
abovementioned,  which  includes  the  adventure  of  the  San- 
GREAL,  by  Henry  Lonelich  Skynner,  a  name  which  I  never 
remember  to  have  feen  among  thofc  of  the  Englifh  poets.  The 
didion  is  of  the  age  of  king  Henry  the  fixth.  Borel,  in  hi9 
Tresor  de  Recbercbes  et  Antiquitez  Gauloifeset  Francoifes^  fays, 
*\  II  y*a  un  Roman  ancien  intitule  le  Conqueste  de  SaN- 
^*  greAll,  &c."  Edit.  1655.  4'**  V.  Graal.  It  is.difficult 
to  determine  with  any  prccifion  which  is  Robert  Borron's 
French  Romance  now  under  confideration,  as  fo  many  have 
been  written  on  the  fubjedt.  [See  vol.  i.  p.  134.]     The  dili-> 

gencc 
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gence  and  accuracy  of  Mr.  Nafmidi  have  fumifhed  me  with  die 
following  tranfcript  from  Lonelich  Skynner's  tranilation  in 
Bennct  college  library. 

Thanne  pafTeth  forth  this  florye  with  al 
That  is  cleped  of  fom  men  Seynt  Graal 
Alfo  the  Sa^k  Ryal  iclepid  it  is 

Of  mochel  peple  with  owten  mys 

«    «     »    «     4i^     « 

Now  of  al  this  ftorie  have  I  mad  an  ende 

That  is  fchwede  of  Celidoygne  and  now  forthere  to  wend 

And  of  anothir  brawnchc  moft  we  be  gynne 

Of  the  florye  that  we  clepen  prophet  Merlynnc 

Wiche  that  Maifter  Robert  of  Borrown 

Owt  of  Latyn  it  tranlletted  hoi  and  ibun 

Onlich  into  the  langage  of  Frawncc 

This  ftorie  he  drowgh  be  adventure  and  chaunce 

And  doth  Merlynne  inften  with  Sani;  Ryal 

For  the  ton  ftorie  the  tothir  medlyth  withal 

After  the  fatting  of  the  forfeid  Rorert 

That  fomtym  it  traniletted  in  Middilerd 

And  I  as  an  unkonncng  man  trewely 

Into  Englifch  have  drawen  this  ftqrye 

And  thowgh  that  to  zow  not  plefyng  it  be 

Zit  th^t  ful  excufed  ze  wolde  haven  me 

Of  my  neclegence  and  unkojmengs 

Qn  me  to  taken  fwich  a  thinge 

Into  owre  modris  tonge  for  tP  endite 

The  fwcttere  to  fowne  to  more  and  lyte 

And  more  clcr  to  zovifc  undlrftondyng 

Thanne  owthir  Frenfh  other  Latyn  to  my  fMf  pofii^g; 

And  therfore.  atte  thcf  ende  of  this  ftorye 

A  paiter  nofter  ze  wolden  for  m^  preye 

For  me  that  Hehry  I^q^^licq  hyixte 

And  gretcth  owre  My  f«i  of  ijayhte 

Hartelich 
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Hartelich  with  an  ave  that  ze  hir  bede 
This  procefle  the  bettere  I  myhte  precede 
And  bringen  this  book  to  a  good  ende 
Now  thereto  Jefu  Crift  grace  me  fende 
And  than  an  ende  there  ofien  myhte  be 
Now  good  Lord  graunt  me  for  charite 

«         4|f         «         «         41         «         « 

Thanne  Merlyn  to  Blaiye  cam  anon 
And  there  to  hym  he  feide  thus  fon 
Blafye  thou  fchalt  fufiren  gret  peyne 
This  ftorye  to  an  ende  to  biingen  certeyne 
And  zit  fchall  I  fufFren  mochel  more 
How  fo  Merlyn  quod  Blafye  there 
I  fchall  be  fowht  quod  Merlyne  tho 
Owt  from  the  weft  with  meflengeris  mo 
And  they  that  fcholen  comen  to  feken  mt 
They  have  maad  fewrawnce  I  telle  the 
Me  forto  flen  for  any  thing 
This  fewrawnce  hav  they  mad  to  her  k3mg 
But  whanne  they  me  fen  and  with  me  fpeke 
No  power  they  fchol  hav  on  me  to  ben  a  wreke 
For  with  hem  hens  mofte  I  gon 
And  thou  into  othir  partyes  fchalt  wel  fon 
To  hem  that  hav  the  holy  veflel 
Which  that  is  icleped  the  Seynt  Graal 
And  wete  thow  wel  and  ek  forfothe 
That  thow  and  ek  this  ftorye  bothe 
Ful  wel  beherd  now  fchall  it  be 
And  alfo  beloved  in  many  contre 
And  has  that  will  knowen  in  fertaygne 
What  kynges  that  weren  in  gretc  Bretaygne 
Sithan  that  Criftendom  thedyn  was  browht 
They  fcholen  hem  fynde  has  fo  that  it  £iwht 
In  the  ftorye  of  Brwttes  book 
There  fcholen  ze  it  fynde  and  ze  weten  look 
Vol.  II.  c  Which 
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Which  that  Makttk  db  Bewre*  trmoflMod  bera 
From  Latyn  into  Romattacc  in  hk  manerc 
But  leve  me  now  of  ]I^wttb6  book  » 
And  aftyr  this  florye  now  lete  ui  kx>k« 

After  this  latter  extrad^  which  16  to  be  found  nearly  in  the 
middle  of  the  manufcript,  the  fcene  and  perfonages  of  the 
poem  are  changed;  and  king  Enalach»  king  Mordrenv  Sir 
Nefciens,  Jofeph  of  Aria^athest,  and  the  other  heroes  cf  the 
former  part,  give  place  to  king  Arthur,  king  BroDgcm, 
king  Loth,  and  the  inonarch^  and  champions  of  the  Britifh 
line.  In  a  paragraph,  very  iimilar  to  the  fecond  of  tiiefe  ex* 
trad:s,  the  following  note  is  wikten  in  the  hand  of  the  text, 
Henry  Lonelich  Slynner,  that  tnmfiattd  thk  boh  Mt  of  Frenjbe 
into  Engfyjhe,  at  the  mjiaimce  of  Harry  Barton. 

The  QjjEST  oir  Tui  Sangeeal,  as  it  is  called,  in  which 
devotion  and  necromancy  fu^  equally  concerned,  makes  a  con- 
iiderable  part  of  king  Arthur's  romantic  hiftoiy,  and  was  one 
grand  objedt  of  the  knights  of  Uie  Round  Table.  He  who 
achieved  this  hasardous  idveittare  was  to  be  placed  there  in 
thtfege  periffoMSg  or  fiut  of  danger.  *^  When  Medyn  had  or- 
<<  dayned  the  rounde  table,  he  faid,  by  thbm  that  be  feUowes 
<<  of  the  rounde  tablfe  the  trathe  of  the  SANORBAtt  Aill  be 
"  well  knowne,  &c. — They  which*  heard  Merlyn  fiiy  foc^  iaid 
\  thus  to  Merlyjs,  fithence  ihtn  fhall  be  fdch  a  knight,  thou 
^  (houldefl  ordayne  by  thy  craft  a  fi^  that  no  man  ibould 
fitte  therein,  but  he  onlie  whidi  (hall  pafle  all  other  kaights^ 
"  — Then  Merlyn  made  the  Asgc  periUous,  &c/'  Caxton*s 
MoRT  d'Arthur,  B.  xiv.  cap.  ti.  Sk  LMicdot^  wbo  is  com 
but  of  the  eighth  degree  Jrom  our  krd  Je/ks  Chriji^  is  re^tfixited  as 
the  chief  adventurer  in  this  honoucabk  exptditioo.  Ihid.  B.  iii. 
c.  35.  At  a  cckhratioa  of  the  feaft  of  Ptntecoft  at  Cftmdbt 
by  king  Arthir,  the  Sangieal  ioddenly  entfcrs  the  haU^  ^  but 
<^  there  was  no  man  might  fee  it  nor  who  bare  il,"  and  the 
knights,  as  byrlmia  sKfifihfe  pow9r»  are  iaftiiscly  fiipplkd  with 
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a  feaft  of  the  choiceft  difhcs.  Ibid.  c.  35.  Originally  Le 
Brut,  Lancelot,  Tristan,  and  the  Saint  Greal  were 
feparate  hiftories  ;  but  they  were  fo  connedled  and  confounded 
before  the  year  1200,  that  the  fame  title  became  applicable  to  all. 
The  book  of  the  Sangreal,  a  feparate  work,  is  referred  to 
in  Morte  Arthur.  **  Now  after  that  the  queft  of  the 
**  Sancgreall  was  fulfylled,  and  that  all  the  knyghtes  that 
'«  were  lefte  alive  were  come  agayne  to  the  Rounde  Table,,  as 
"  the  BooKE  OF  THE  Sancgreall  makethe  mencion,  than 
'•  was  there  grete  joye  in  the  courte.  And  efpeciallie  king 
•'  Arthur  and  quene  Guenevcr  made  grete  joye  of  the  remnaunt 
**  that  were  come  home.  And  pafTynge  glad  was  the  kinge  and 
•'  quene  of  fyr  Launcelot  and  fyr  Bors,  for  they  had  been 
**  paflynge  longe  awaye  in  the  queft  of  the  Sancgreall. 
•*  Then,  as  the  Frenftie  booke  fayeth,  fyr  Lancelot,  &c."  B. 
xviii.  cap.  i.  And  again,  in  the  fame  romance.  *'  Whan 
•^  fyr  BorS  had  tolde  him  [Arthur]  of  die  adventures  of  the 
*'  Sancgreall,  fuch  as  had  befallen  hym  and  his  felawes, — 
^'  all  this  was  made  in  grete  bookes,  and  put  in  almeryes  at 
^  Saliibury.''  B.  xvii.  cap.  pcxiii  *.  The  former  part  of  this  paf- 
£ige  is  ahnoft  literally  tranflated  from  one  in  the  French  ro- 
nance  of  Tristan,  BibL  Reg.  MSS.  20  D.  ii.  fol.  antep. 
^*  Quant  Boort  ot  conte  laventure  del  Saint  Graal  teles  com  eles 
^'  efloient  avenues,  eles^  fnrent  mifes  en  efcrit,  gardees  en  la« 
•*  taere-de  Salibieres,  ^/r/  Afg^r^  Galtter  Map  Vefirefi  afatjl 
^fomUvredu  Smnt  Grtudfor  lam9r  du  rcy  Herri  fan  fin^or^  qui 
•* M  hfi(^  trahttr  del Latirt  en  romanz '."  Whether  Salijbury^ 
OP  Salifiierrs  ts,  in  tlie  two  pafiages,  the  right  reading,  I  cannot 
tfeectain.  [ButfeeNtSt\  p.  117.  vol.  ii.J  But  in  the  royal 
library  at  Parb  there  fe  **  Le  Roman  dc  Tristan  et  Iseult, 
*^  traduit  de  Latm  en  'Fran9oi9,  par  Lucas  chevalier  du  Gaft 
«*  pfc«  de  Sarifberi,  Anglbis^  avec  figures/'  Montfauc.  Gatal  . 

•  TKeranuioe  hp,  tiitt  king  Arthur      •<  Otefe  eoode  knystes.'*    [See  fiipr.  vol. 
**  in|degifi^cl«rlwf«oii¥htfilrehtfB'that      i.  p.  336.] 
**  they  Iboold  cronide  the  adventures  of         *  See  Apr.  vol.  ii..  p.  135. 

C   2  MSS. 
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MSS.  Cod.  Reg.  Paris.  Cod.  6776.  fol.  max.    And  again  Cod. 
6956.  fol.  max.  "  Liveres  de  Tristan  mis  en  Fran9ois  par 
**  Lucas  chevalier  fieur  de  chateau  du  Gat "."    [Sec  fupr.  vol.  i. 
p.  115.  Notes.]  Almeryes  in  the  Engliih^  and  VAmere^  properly 
aumoire  in   the  French,    mean,    I  believe,  Preffes^    Cbejls^  or  * 
Archives.    Ambry ^  in  this  fenfe,  is  not  an  uncommon  old  Eng- 
lifh  word.     From  the  fecond  part  of  the  firft  French  quotation 
which  I  have  diftinguiflied  by  Italics,  it  appears,^  that  Walter 
Mapes,  a  learned  archdeacon  in  England,  under  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  the  fecond,  wrote  a  French  Sangreal,  which  he 
tranflated  from  Latin,  by  the  command  of  that  monarch.    Un- 
der the  idea,  that  Walter  Mapes  was  a  writer  on  this  fubjed, 
and  in  the  fabulous  way,  fome  critics  may  be  induced  to  think, 
that  the  Walter,  archdeacon  of  Oxford,  from  whom  Geof- 
frey of  Monmouth  profeiTes  to  have  received  the  materials  of 
his  hiftory,  was  this  Walter  Mapes,  and  not  Walter  Calenius, 
who  was  alfo  an  eminent  fcholar,  and  an  archdeacon  of  Oxford. 
[See  vol.  i.  p.  65.]     Oeoffrey  fays  in  his  Dedication  to  Robert 
carl  of  Gloucefter,  "  Finding  nothing  faid  in  Bede  or  Gildas  of 
'^  king  Arthur  and  his  fucceifpurs,  although  their  adions  highly 
•*  deferved  to  be  recorded  in  writing,  and  arc  orally  celebrated 
^<  by  the  Britifh  bards^  I  was  much  furprifed  at  fi>  ftcangc  aa 
**  omifiion.     At  length  Walter,  archdeacon  of  Oxford,  a  man 
^^  of  great  eloquence,  and  learned  in  foreign  hiftorics^  ofiered 
*<  me  an  ancient  book  in  the  Britiih  or  Armorican  tongue  1 
which,  in  one  unbroken  ftory,  and  an  elegant  didion^  re- 
lated the  deeds  of  the  Britifh  kings  from  Brutus  to  Cadwal* 
''  lader.     At  his  requeft„  although  unufed  to  rhetorical  flou- 
**  ri(he$,  and  contented  with  the  fimplicity  of  my  own  plain 
*'  language,    I  undertook  the  tranflation  of   that  book  into 
*'  Latin."  B.  i.  ch.  i.     See  alfo  B.  xii.  ch.  xx.     Sonac  writers 
fuppofe,  that  Geoffrey  pretended  to  have  received^  his  materials 

"  There  is  printed,  ''  Le  Roman  d«      <«  par  Luce,  chevalief,  icig«c»r  dftckat 
^^  iioble  et  vaillant  Chevalier  Tri^an  iils      ^  teaa  de  Gaft.    &MC11,  1489. ioL'* 
^  da  nobk  roy  Meliados  de  Leonnojrs, 
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&om  archdeacon  Walter,  by  way  of  authenticating,  his  ro^ 
mantic  hiftory,  Tbefc  notices  fecm  to  difprovc  that  fufpi- 
cion.  In  the  year  1488,  a  French  romance  was  publiftied,. 
in  two  magnificent  folio  volumes,  entitled.  Hist 01  re  de  Roy 
Artus  et  des  Chevaliers  ^/^  Table  Ronde.  The  firft 
volume  was  printed  at  Rouen^  the  fecond  at  Paris,.  It  contains 
in  four  detached  parts,  the  Birth  and  Achievements  of  king: 
Arthur,  the  Life  of  Sir  Lancelot,  the  Adventure  of  the  San- 
greal,  and  the  Death  of  Arthur,  and  his  Knights.  In  the  body 
of  the  work^  this  romance  more  than  once  is  faid  to  be  written: 
by  Walter  Map  or  Mapes,  and  by  the  command  of  his  maftetr 
king  Henry.  For  inftance^  torn.  ii.  at  the  end  of  Partib  du* 
Sapnt  Gr.aal,.  Signat*  dd  i.  **  Cy.fine  Maiftce  Gualtier; 

V  Map  fon  traittic  du  Saint  Graal/'  Again,  torn.,  iiii  La 
Perniere  Partie,.  ch.  i.  Signat.  dd  ii.  "  Apres  ce  que 
•>  Maiftrc  Gualtier  Map  eut  tradlie  des  avantures  du.  Saint 
^  Graal,.  aflez  foufifamment,  ficocoimc.  il  luy  (embloit,  iL  fut  ad 
^^  advji(z;  au  roy  Henry  son  seigneur,  que  ce  quil  avoit 
*<  fait  ne  debqit  foufrire  fil  ne  racontoys  la  fin  de  ceulx  dont  il 
^<  fait  mention. — JSt  qommepce  Maiftre  Gualtier  en  telle  maniev 

V  cefte  dcrniere  partie."  This  derniere  partie  treats  of  the  death 
of.  king  Arthur  mA  his .  knighte.     At  the  end  of  the  fecond 
lome  there  ie  this  colophon.     ^^  Cy  fine  le  dernier  volume,  de* 
'^  L^  Table  Ronde,  faifant  mehcion  des  fais  et  proeiTe&de  moni> 
<^  feigpeur  Launcelqt  du  Lac  et  dautrea  plufieurs  nobles  et  vailr 
f*  lans  hommes  fes:  com[jagnon8>.     Compile  et  extraidt  precife- 
^'  ment  et  au  jiiifte  dQs'yraye^  hiftQires  faiifant$&:.de;ce.  raencion 
^  par  trefao&kblQ  et  trefqxpert  biAorieU)  Maiftre  G^jaxtier 
f*  MAPf.  et  imprime  a  Paris. par; J.ehan  du  Pre.     Et.  Ian  dm 
5^  grace,,;  miL  c^cc.iiiijcx.  et  viii^  Ic;  xyi  jour  du  Septembre^? 
The  pafTage  quoted  above  ^om  the  royal  manufcript  in  the* 
Britiih  Mufeum,.  where  king)  Arthur,  orders,  the  adventures  of 
the  Sangreal  to  be  chronicled,  is  thus  reprefented  in  this  ro;^ 
mance.  *^  Et  quant  Boort  eut  compte  depuis  le  commencement 
^  jufques  a  la  fin  les  avantures  dti  Saint  Gnud  telles  comme  ila. 

"  let. 
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^  ks  avoit  veues,  &c.  Si  fift  le  toy  Artus  rediger  et  mettfe: 
*'  per  efcript  aus  dktz  ckrs  tout  ci  que  Boort  avoit  compte^' 
^^  &x:/'  Ibid.  torn.  ii.  La  Partie  d\i  Sain r  Graal,  ch.  ult*  ^ 
At  the  eod  of  the  royal  manufcript  at  Paris,  [Cod.  6783.]  en*- 
titled  Lancelot  dv  Lxc  mii  m  Fran fois par  RoAert  Je  Borrom 
far  U  C9mmatukmnt  ie  Henri  roi  d'AngkUrre^  \x\%  fiudt  thav 
Meffire  Robert  de  Borroa  tranilated  into  French,  not  onlyi 
Lancelot,  but  alio- the  ftory  of  the  Saint  Graal  It  tmU  Jk^ 
hatih  du  Oautier  Mapp£.  But  the  French  antt(}uariea  in 
this  fort  of  literature  are  of  opinion,  that  the  word  Latins  heie 
figntfies  liahmi  and  that  by  this  Latin  of  Gualtier  Nfopea^ 
were  are  to  underftand  Englijh  veriibBS  of  thoie  romsM^ces  nude 
£rom  the  Italian  language.  The  French  Hiftory  of  the  San* 
&REAL,  printed  at  Paris  in  folio  by  Gaily ot  du  Pri  in  15 16,  is 
£ud,  in  th^  tide,  to  be  tranflated  from  Latin  into  Frendi 
rhymes,  and  from  thence  into  French  proie  by  Robert  Borron. 
This  rdnunce  was  reprinted  in  1523. 

Caxton's  Mortb  Arthur,  fini(hed  in  the  year  1469)  pro- 
fefles  to  treat  of  various  feparate  hiAories.  But  the  matter  of  tfad 
whole  is  £>  much  of  the  fame  fort,  and  the  heroes  >and  adven* 
tares-  of  one  ftory  aM  £>  mutuafty  and  perpetually  blended  with 
thoft  of  another^  that  no' real  uh|(y  or  difUo^oa  is  fv^tt^tA. 
k  confifts  of  twenty-one  books;  The  firft  ie?en  books  treat  of 
kinj«  Arthttf.  The  eightb,  nlntlk,  alid  tenth,  of  ik  Tryftram. 
Thef  eleventk  and  tweSth  of  fir  Lancekx  \  The  thirteenth  of 
^e  Sain  ORAL,  whid^  is  sdfo  «d^  fir  Lancelot's  Book.  The 
fourteenth  of  fir  Pepcfifal.  The  Mcenth,  again,,  of  fir  Lance- 
tot.  The  fixteenth.  of  fir  Gawaioe.  The  levffMeenth  of  fir 
Galsdiad.  [But  all  the*  feuc  hft^  mentioned  books  ^»  alfi>  called 
the  bi^i^e  of  th^  baly^  Suncjgreaff.J    The*  ^hteendi  and  ni^e- 

i  )^  >lftWAMi»iiaid/^iictt>y  Arta^  giM^  tbe  #l»Jll^#«^^M#-e^Syll^TRr•- 
^^  ftft.^XW"  to  ffi*iwlAflJ>ito  iivcuitiircj;  Twui*  Aa4  it  h  a4ded^  **  Bat  hcpc  ia 
"  ivLi  *  cllcvanicrs  incttoi^ut^  in  efcript^    '  *«  no  rchcrfall  of  the  thyrd  bookc  [«/  Si  R 
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teerith  of  mifccHaneous  adventures.  The  two  laft  of  king 
Arthur  and  alt  the  knights.  Lwhyd  mentions  a  Welfh  San- 
okEALL*  which,  he  fays,  contains  various  fables  of  king  Ar- 
thur and  his  knights,  &c.  Arch^olog.  Brit*  Tit.  vii.  p^ 
265.  col.  a.  MoRTfe  Arthur  is  often  literally  tranflated 
from  various  and  very  ancient  detached  hiftories  of  the  heroes 
of  the  nnmd  table,  which  I  have  examined ;  and  on  the  whote, 
it  nearly  refembles  Walter  Map's  romance  abovementioned^ 
printed  at  Rouen  and  Paris,  bodi  in  matter  and  difpofition. 

I  take  this  opportunity  df  obferying,  that  a  very  valuable  vel- 
lum fragmetit  Of  Le  Brut,  of  which  the  writing  is  uncom- 
monly beautiful  and  of  high  antiquity,  containing  part  of  tlm 
ftory  of  Merlin  and  king  Vortigern,  covers  a  manufcript  Af 
Ch^jLicer's  A^txol aeb,  latdy  prerenftd,r'  together  with  feveral 
oriental  manufcriptsy  to  die  Bodleian  library,  %  Thomas  Hedges^ 
efquire,  of  Alderton  in  Wiltfhire :  a  gentleman .  p(^il<d  of 
many  curious  manufcripts,  and  Greek  and  Rom^n  coins,  and* 
mofl  liberal  in  his  communications. 

Pag.  119.  Add  to  Not.  \  **  Among  Crynea's  rbooks  in  the 
Bodleian  library  is  a  copy  of  king  Richard's  romance,  printed  / 
by  W.  de  Worde  in  1509.  Cr.  734.  S""*.    This  edition  was  in 
the  Harleaan  library. 

Pag.  120.  Notes*  1.  13.  col.  2,  After  *;  fixth,"  Add  "  By 
the  way,  it  appears  from  tiiis  j^uotatbn,  that  there  was  an  old 
romance  called  Wade.  Wade's  Bote  is  mentioned  in  Chau- 
cer's'March  aunts  Tale,  V.  940*  p.  68.  Urr. 

And  eke  thefe  olde  wivis,  god  it  wOtCf 
They  connin  (6  much  crafte  in  ff^aJis  bote. 

Again,  Troil.  Cress,  iii.  615. 

He  fonge,  ihe  plaide,  he  tolde  a  tak  of  l^adi. 

Where,  fays  the  gloffarift,  ^*  A  romantick  ftory,  famoua  at  that 
M  time»  of  one  Wade,  vHio  perfonncd  many  iintage  exploits, 

•<  and 
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"  and  met  with  many  wonderful  adventures  in  his  Boat  Guige^ 
**  lot  J*  Speght  fays,  that  Wade's  hiftory  was  long  znA  fabulous. 
Pag.  126.  Add  to  Not.  %  1.  9.  "  See  Preface  to  Hearne's 
Rob.  of  Gloucefter,  p.  Ix.  And  Strype's  Annals,  ii.  p.  313. 
edit.  1725.  Where  Stowe  is  mentioned  as  an  induftrious  col-* 
le(3:or  .of  antient  chronicles.  In  the  year  1568,  among  the 
proofs  of  Stowe's  attachment  to  popery,  it  was  reported  to  the 
privy  council  by  archbifhop  Grindal,  that  **  he  had  a  great  fort 
^*  of  foolifh  fabulous  books  of  old  prints  as  of  fir  Degory,  fir 
^*  Tryamour,  &c.  a  great  parcell  alfo  of  old-written  Eng- 
•*  lifh  chronicles,  both  in  parchment  and  paper."  See  Stiypc's 
Grind  ALL.  B.  i.  ch.  xiii.  pag.  125.    And  Append.  Num« 

XVll. 

Pag.  127.  Not.  *.  1.  2.  After  "  Latin/*  Add  '*  romance.'* 
In  Lincoln's-inn  library  there .  is  a  poem  entitled  B£llum> 
Trojanum,  Num«  150.  Pr.  > 

Sicheh  god  hade  this  worlde  wroght. 

Pag.  128.  1.  7.  Dele  the  firft  '^  of/' 

Pag.  129.  1.  3.  Read  •'  Olynthian.^ 

Pag.  131.  1.  21.  Not.  col.  I-.  After  ^'  fables/'  Add  *'  Set 
Wolfii  Bibl.  Hcbr.  i.  468.  ii.  931.  iii.  350.  iv.  934/* 

Pag.  143.  Not. '.  Add  '^  Among  the  Bennet  manuforipts 
there  is  Romanz  db  Gui  de  Warwyk.  Nam;  l.  It  begins^ 

Puis  eel  terns  ke  deus  fu  nez. 

This  book  belonged  to  Saint  Auguftin's  abbey  at  Canterbury. 
With  regard  to  the  preceding  romance  of  Bevis»  the  Italians 
had  Buovo  d'Antona^  undoubtedly  from  the  French,  before 
1 348.  And  Luhyd  recites  in  Welfh,  TJiori  Boun  0  Hamtun. 
ARCH-ffiOL.  p.  264.' 

Pag.  147.  Not. '.  1.  2.  Dele  '*  Treatife  on  Monarchy/* 
Afterwards  Read  **  that  piece." 

Pig.  154.  to.L  14.  Add  this  Note,  ^^It  is  f^  One  and  twenti 

**  inches 
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**  inches  aboute/*  So  doftor  Farmer's  manufcript^  purchafed 
from  Mr.  Martin's  library.  See  fupr.  p.  121.  Not. «.  This 
is  in  Englifh. 

Pag.  156.  Add  to  Not.  ^.  "  Or  perhaps.  By  the  tyfte^  is, 
through  the  air.     See  Lye  in  Junius,  V.  Lift. 

Pag.  157.  I.  15.  READ  "  Cofflnena." 

Pag.  158.  Not.  *.  1.  17.  Read  "  area." 

Pag.  161.  Add  to  Not.  \  •«  In  the  wardrobe-roll  of  prince 
Edward,  afterwards  king  Edward  the  fecond,  under  the  3rear 
1272,  the  matters  of  the  horfe  render  their  accounts  for  horfes 
purchafed,  Ipecifying  the  colours  and  prices  with  the  greatcft 
accuracy.  One  of  them  is  called,^*  Unus  equus  favellus 
"  cum  ftella  in  fronte,  &c."  Heame's  Joann.  de  Troke- 
LOWE.  Praef.  p.  xxvi.  lUtvt  favellus  is  interpreted  by  Hearne. 
to  be  honeycomb.  I  fuppofe  he  underflands  a  dappled  or  roan 
horfe.  But  favellus,  evidently  an  adjedlive,  is  barbarous 
Latin  for  falvus,  01  fulvus^  a  dun  or  light  yellow,  a  word 
often  ufed  to  exprefs  the  colour  of  horfes  and  hawks.  See  Car- 
pentier,  Suppl.  DuFrefneLAT.  Gloss.  V.  Favellus.  tom, 
ii.  p.  370.  It  is  hence  that  king  Richard's  horfe  is  called  favel. 
From  which  word  Phanuel,  in  Robert.de  Brunne,  is  a 
corruption. 

Pag.  165.  Not.  *.  1.  3.  Read  '*  paytrell." 

Pag.  170.  to  **  corall"  in  I.  16.  Add  this  Note,  *'  I  do  not 
perfectly  underftand  the  materials  (^  thi&  fairy  palace. 

The  walls  thereof  were  of  criftall 
And  the  fomers  of  corall. 

But  Chaucer  mentions  corall m  his  temple  of  Diana.  Knightes 
Tale,  v.  1^12. 

And  northward,  in  a  touret  on  the  wall,  , 
Of  alabaftre  white,  and  red  corall. 
An  oratorie  riche  for  to  fee« 

.    Vol.  II.  d  Carpcnticr 
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Carpcntier  cites  a  pafTage  from  the  romance  De  ^myw^  in 
v^hich  a  chamber  of  alabaAer  is  mentioned.  Svfpl.  Lat^ 
Gloss.  Du  Cange,  torn.  i.  p.  136. 

En  celle  chambre  noit  noienz^ 
De  chaux,  d'areine,  de  cimenz» 
Enduit,  ni  moillerons^  ni  emplaiftre^ 
Tot  entiere  fut  akmbajke. 

Pag.  175.  Add  to  Not.  ''.  "  The  etymologifts  have  been 
puzzled  to  find  the  derivation  of  an  oriel-window.  A  learned 
correfpondent  fuggefls^  that  Oriel  is  Hebrew  for  Lux  mea^  or 
Dominus  s'/fuminatio  mea. 

Pag.  180.  to  Not**.-  Add,  *«  CToath . of  Renaes  iecms  to 
have  been  the  finefl  fort  of  linen.  la  the  old  manufcript 
Mystery,  or  religious  comedy,  of  Mary  Magdalene^ 
written  in  151 2,  a  Gal  ant,  one  of  the  retainers  to  the 
groupe  of  the  Seven  Deadly  Sins,  is  introduced  with  the  foT- 
lowing  fpeechfc 

Hof^  Hof,  Hof^  a.f]!yfchneiprgalauntl 

Wace  of  thryfti.  ley  that  ^  dcninc : 

What  mene  ye,  fyrrys,  that  I  were  a  marchaunt^ 

Becaufe  that  I  am  new  com  to  toun  ? . 

With  praty  .  •  •  •  wold  I  fayne  roxa^, 

I  have  ^Jbert  <£  reyns  with  fkyes.  p«neai»tt 

A  lafe  of  fylke  for  my  lady  Cpnflant 

I  woll,  or  eveft,  be  ihaven  for  to  feme  yong,  &c. 

So  alfo  in  Skelton's  Magnificence,  a  Morality  written  much 
about  the  fame  time.  f.  xx.  b. 

Your  ikynne,  that  was  wrapped  vajhertes  of  raynest 
Nowemufibeftorm  ybctea«'«^^-r-«      *. 

Pag.  186.  Not.  •.  Reap\^^  Ne  wift,*' 
Pag.  190.  Not.  coh  I.  lin.  7.  After  •*  Robert/'  Add  ^'Thc 

f^fench 
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Frendb  profb  romafice  of  Robbrt  le  Diablc,  printed  in  14969 
is  extant  in  the  little  coUedion^  of  two  yolumes»  called  Biblio- 
TUEQUE  fiL«iJE.  It  has  been  tranflated.  into  other  languages : 
amon^  die  irdft  into  Englilh.  The  Engliih  verfion  was  printed  by 
Wynkyn  de  Worde.  The  title  of  one  of  the  chapters  is.  How 
god  fen  t  an  aimge//  to  tbehernyte  tojhewe  him  the  f  enounce  that 
b^Jbolde  gyve  to  Rfibert  for  bis  fynnes. — "  Yf  that  Robert  wyll 
^^  be  ihryven  of  his  fynnes,  he  mufl  kepe  and  counterfeite  tibe 
V  wayes  of  a  fole  and  be  as  he  were  dombe,  6cc."  It  ends  thus. 

Thus  endeth  the  lyfc  of  Robert  the  devyll 
That  was  the  fervaunte  of  our  lorde 
^   And  of  his  condycyons  that  was  full  evyll 
Emprinted  in  London  by  Wynkyn  dc  Worde. 

The  volume  has  this  colophon.  *^  Here  endeth  the  Ijrfb  of 
^  the  mooft  ferefuUeft  and  unmercyfulkft  and  myichevous 
««. Robert  the  devill  which  was  afterwards  called  the  fervaunt 
*^  ^  our  Lorde  Jhefu  Cryftc.  Emprinted  in  Fleteflrete  in  [at][ 
«  the  fygne  of  the  fonne  by  Wynkyn  dc  Worde/'  There  is 
aa  old  Eagli^  Morality,  on  this  talc,  under  the  very  corrupt 
title  of  RoBBUT  CiCYtL,  which  was  reprefentcd  at  the  High- 
Croft  ^xk  Cfaefter,  In  1529.  There  is  a  manufcript  copy  df 
the  poeim,  on  vellum,  in  Trinity  college  library  at  O^ord, 
MSS.  Num.  Lvii.  fol. 

Pag.  i>97. 10 1.  15.  Add  this  Note,  "  I  know  not  if  by^r^ 
"Jovyn  he  iaeans  Jupiter,  or  the  Ronun  empe^our  called  Jovinian, 
9gaiaf]t  whonsi  laint  Jerom  wrote,  and  whofe  hiilory  is  in  the 
Gesta  Romanorum,  c.  59.  He  is  mentioned  by  dumcer 
as  an  example  of  pride,  luxury^  and  lufl.  Somp.  T.  y.  751 1* 
Verdier  (ia  V.)  recites  a  Moralke  on  Jovinian,  with  nineteen 
chara^rsj  printed  at  Lyons,  from  an  antient  copy  in  1581, 
8'*.  With  tlie  titl^UOrgueil jet prafbmption  de  rEmpereur  Jovi- 
Ni  Ai<«  But  Jotyn  being  motftiodeued  here  with  Plotoun  and  Apot^ 
Un,  feems  to  mean  J^ve  cr  yapiter ;  and  the  ^appellation,  siRC, 
perhaps  implies  fatber,  or  cbief,  of  the  heathen  gods. 

d  2  Pag* 
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.Pag.  200.  to  the  Note  Add,  "  Margaret  countefs  of  Rich- 
mond was  a  juftice  of  peace." 

Pag.  208.  to  Not.  *.  Add  "  I  make  no  apology  for  adding 

here  an  account  of  the  furniture  of  a  Closet  at  the  old  royal 

palace  of  Greenwich,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth ;  as  it 

throws  light  on  our  general  fubjedt,  by  giving  a  lively  pidure 

of  the  faflbions,  arts,  amufements,  and  modes  of  life,  which 

then  prevailed.     From  the  fame  manufcript  in  the  Briti(h  Mu- 

fpum.     "  A  clocke.     A  glafle  of  fteele.     Four  battell  axes  of 

**  wood.     Two  quivers  with  arrowes.     A  painted  table,  [i.  e. 

*'  a  pidture.]     A  payre  of  ballance  [balances],  with  waights^ 

"  A  cafe  of  tynne  with  a  plot.     In  the  window  [a  large  bow- 

**  window],  a   rounde   mapp,  A  ftandinge  glafTe  of  fteelc  in 

•*  fhip. — A  branche  of  flowres  wrought  upon  wyre.     Two 

•*  payre  of  playing  tables  of  bone.     A  payre  of  chefmen  in  a 

*'  cafe  of  black  lether.     Two  birds  of  Araby.    A  gonne  [gun] 

**  upon  a  flocke  wheeled.     Five  paxes  [crucifixes]  of  glafle  and 

^'  woode.     A  tablet  of  our  ladie  and  faint  Anne.     A  ftandinge 

•*  glafle  with  imagery  made  of  bone.     Three  payre  of  hawkes 

"  gloves,  with  two  lined  with  velvett.     Three  combe-caies  of 

**  bone  fumiflied.     A  night-cappe  of  blacke  velvett  embraw- 

<^  dered.     Sampfon  made  in  alablafler.     A  peece  of  unicorae's 

*'  home.     Littel  boxes  in  a  cafe  of  woode.     Four  littel  cpfires 

"  for  jewels.     A  home  of  ivorie,     A  ftandinge  diall  in  a  cafe 

*•  of  copper.  A  horne-glaflfe.  Eight  cafes  of  trenchers.   Forty 

*•  four  dogs  collars,  of  fondrye  makynge.    Seven  fyans  of  filke.. 

•«  A  purfe  of  crymfon  fatten  for  a embrawdered  with 

golde.  A  round  painted  table  with  th*  ymage  of  a  kinge.  A 
foldinge  table  of  images.  One  payre  of  bedes  [beads]  of 
jafper  garnyftied  with  lether.  One  hundred  and  thirty  eight 
^^  hawkes  hoodes.  A  globe  of  paper.  A  mappe  made  lyke  a 
"  fcryne.  Two  green  boxes  with  wrought  corall  in  diem. 
*'  Two  boxes  covered  with  blacke  velvett.  A  reedc  tipt  at 
^  both  ends  with  golde,   and  bolts  for  a  turony  bowc'«    A 

f  Perhapt  Tyrone  an  Irdaad. 

•*chaire 
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^'  chaire  of  joyned  worke.  An  elle  of  fynnamoundc  [cinna- 
**  mon]  fticke  tipt  with  fylver.  Three  ridinge  rodder  for  ladies, 
•«  and  a  yard  [rod]  of  blake  tipt  with  home.  Six  walkyng 
**  ftaves,  one  covered  with  (ilke  and  golde.  A  blake  fatten- bag 
**  with  chefmen.  A  table  with  a  cloth  [a  pidlure]  of  faint 
**  George  embrawdered.  A  cafe  of  fyne  carved  work.  A 
^*  box  with  a  bird  of  Araby.  Two  long  cafes  of  blacke  lether 
*'  with  pedegrees.  A  cafe  of  Irifh  arrows.  A  table,  witli 
"  wordes,  of  Jhefus.  A  target.  Twenty-nine  bowes."  MSS. 
Harl.  1419.  fol.  58.  In  the  Gallery  at  Greenwich,  men- 
tion is  made  of  a  "  Mappe  of  England."  Ibid.  fol.  58.  And 
in  Weftminfter-palacc  "  a  Mappe  of  Hantfhire.'*  fol.  133.  A 
proof  that  the  topography  of  England  was  now  ftudied.  Among 
various  heads  of  Furniture,  or  ftores,  at  the  caftle  of  Windfor, 
fuch  as  Horns,  Gyrdelles,  Hawkes  Hoods,  Weapons^ 
Bucklers,  Dogs  Collars,  and  Aiglettes,  Walking- 
staves  are  fpecified.  Under  this  laft  head  we  have,  "  A 
*'  Cane  garnifhed  with  fylver  and  gilte,  with  aftronomie  upon 
"it.  A  Cane  garnifhed  with  golde  havingc  a  perfume  in  the 
<^  toppe,  undre  that  a  diall,  with  a  paire  of  twitchers,  and  a 
•*  paire  of  compaffes  of  golde  and  a  foote  reulc  of  golde,  a 
**  knife  and  the  file,  th'  afte  [the  handle  of  the  knife]  of  golde 
**  with  a  whetftone  tipped  with  golde,  &c."  fol.  407, 

Ibid.  Notes,  col.  i.  To  1.  25.  Add  **  It  is  in  this  romance 
of  Syr  Bevys,  that  the  knight  pafTes  over  a  bridge,  the  arches 
of  which  are  hung  round  with  fmall  bells.  Signat.  E  iv.  This 
is  an  oriental  idea.  In  the  Alcoran  it  is  faid,  that  one  of  the 
felicities  in  Mahomet's  paradife,  will  be  to  liflen  to  the  ravifti- 
ing  mufic  of  an  infinite  number  of  bells,  hanging  on  the  trees> 
which  will  be  put  in  motion  by  the  wind  proceeding  from  the 
throne  of  God.  Sale's  Koran,  Pfelim.  Difc.  p.  loo.  In  the 
enchanted  horn,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  in  le  Lai  du  Corn^  the 
rim  of  the  horn  is  hung  round  with  a  hundred  bells  of  a  moft 
mufical  found. 

Pag.  219.  Refer  Not.  *.  to  ihmem  the  teiU^ 

Pag- 
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Pag.  220.  to  L  18.  Add  this  Note.  In  the  LincoloViim 
manufcript  it  iSf 

Divers  is  this  myddel  erde. 

Hofpit.  Line.  MSS^  N.  150. 

Pag.  221.  Not.  ^  Read  **  Aurifrigium*' 

Ibid.  Not.  col.  I.  1.  2,  For  "  Ethiope,"  Read  '«  Europe/' 
So  MS.  Hofpit.  Line. 

Pag.  232.  Not. «.  1.  antcp.  Read  *'  Hubert."  [See  Leland* 
Script.  Brit.  p.  228.  And  a  Note  in  the  editor's  firft  In« 
dejc^  under  Gulielmits  de  Canno.] 

Pag.  248.  1.  8.  Read  "  canonical." 

Pag.  255.  Not.  •.  Read  ''  238/' 

Pag.  265.  To  1.  II.  Add  this  Note,  ^^  Much  about  the  fame 
period^  Lawrence  Minot^  not  mentioned  hj  Tanner,  wrote  a 
colledion  of  poems  on  the  principal  events  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  the  third,  prcferved  in  the  Briti£b  Miifeum.  MSS. 
Cotton.  Galb.  £.  ix. 

Pag.  276.  Not.  •.  Read  '*  360." 

Pag.  277.  Add  to  Not.  •.  ^  Or,  Coufia." 

Pag.  278.  Add  to  Not-  '.•**  See  belaw,  p.  300.'' 

Pag.  279. 1.  18.  To  the  word  "  Wy '  Add  this  Note.  "  Wf 
is  probably  Weyhill  in  Hampfhire,  where  a  funous  fair  Aill 
fubfifts. 

Pag.  289.  Not.  *.  Read  "  Auftins.'* 

Pag.  292.  For  *«  John,"  Read  "  Thomas.'' 

Pag.  298.  Not.  Read  '*  p.  40." 

ibid.  Dele  Not. '.  And  Substitute  '<  Robartes  meo^  cr 
Roberdfmen,  were  a  fet  of  lawkfs  vagabonds,  notorious  for 
their  outrages  when  Pierce  Plowmak  was  written,  that  is, 
about  the  year  1359.  The  ftatute  of  Edward  the  third  {an. 
cc^.  5.  c.  xiv.]  fpecifies  <^  divers  manflaughters,  felonies,  and 
^  robberies,  done  by  people  that  be  called  Roterdefmen^  Waf- 
<'  tours,  and  drawlatches/'  And  the  flatute  of  Richard  the 
fecond  [  an.  x^g.  7.  c.  v.  ]  ordains,  that  the  ftatute  of  king 

Edward 
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Edward  concerning  Koberdfmen  and  Drawlaccbes  ihall  be  ri- 
gorouily  obfcrved.  Sir  Edward  Coke  [Instit.  iii.  197.]  fup- 
pofcs  them  to  have  been  originally  the  followers  of  Robert 
Hood  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  firft.  See  Blackftone's 
CoMM*  B.  iv.  ch.  ij.  Btfhop  Latimer  fays,  that  in  a  town 
where  he  intended  to  preach,  he  could  not  colle<5t  a  congrega- 
tion, becaufe  it  was  Robinboodes  daye.  **  I  thought  my  rochet 
**  would  have  been  regarded,  though  I  were  not :  but  it  would 
**  not  ferve,  it  was  fainc  to  give  place  to  Robinboodes  men.'* 
Sermons,  fol.  74.  b.  Thisi expreflion  is  not  without  an  allu- 
fion  to  the  bad  fenfe  of  Roberdfmen. 

Pag.  299.  To  1.  4.  Add  thia  Note,  •♦In  the  Liber  PiBNi- 
TBMTiALis  there  is  this  injunction,  "Si  monachus  per  ebrie* 
••  T'KTzyivomitumfeeerit^  ttigintz  dicB paniteat."  MSS.  Jam. 
V-  237.  BibL  Bodl. 

Pag.  300.  Add  to  Not.  '.  "  Moft  of  the  printed  copies  read 
praid.  Hearne,  in  a  quotation  of  this  paffage,  reads  y rod.  Gul. 
Newbrig.  p.  770.  He  quotes  an  edition  of  1553.  '*  Your 
•*  name  ihall  be  richly  written  in  the  windows  of  the  church 
^«  of  the  monaftery,  which  men  will  read  there  for  ever^** 
This  feems  to  be  the  true  reading. 

Ibid.  Not.  -.  Before  "  Painted^'  Insert  «  Muft  be/'  Mote 
is  often  ufed  in  Chaucer  for  muft. 

Pag.  301.  1.  antep.  Read  '*  ycorven/*  v 

Pag.  302.  Dele  Not.  '•  And  Substiti^te,  ^*ByMerkis  ^ 
mercbauntes  we  are  to  underftand  their  fymbols,  cyphers,  or 
badges,  drawn  or  painted  in  the  windows.  Of  this  paflage  I 
have  received  the  following  curious  explication  from  Mr.  Cole» 
rector  of  Blechley  in  Bucks,  a  learned  antiquary  in  the  heraldic 
art.  *^  Mixed  witb  the  arms  of  tbtir  founders  and  benefaStori 
*'  fiand  alfo  tbe  ma'^yls  of  tradejmen  and  mercbants^  who  bad  m> 
*•  Armsy  but  ufed  tbeir  Marks  in  a  Shield  like  Arms^  Inflance^ 
^<  of  this  fort  are  very  common.  In  many  places  in  Great  Saint 
^'  Mary's  church  in  Cambridge  fuch  a  Shield  of  Mark  oc-- 
^^  curs :  the  £une  that  is  to  be  feen  in  the  windows  of  the 

*♦  great 
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**  great  (hop  oppofitc  the  Conduit  on  the  Market-hilli  and  the 
•*  corner  houfe  of  the  Petty  Curry.  No  doubts  in  the  reig^  of 
'*  Henry  the  feventh,  the  owner  of  thefe  houfes  was  a  bene* 
<*  faftor  to  the  building,  or  glafing  Saint  Mary's  church.  I 
<'  have  feen  like  inftances  in  Briflol  cathedral;  and  thechurdies 
**  at  Lynn  are  full  of  them." — In  an  antient  fyftem  of  heral- 
dry in  the  BritiQi  Mufcum,  I  find  the  following  illuftration^ 
under  a  fliield  of  this  fort.  "  Theys  be'  none  armys,  bvt  a 
"  Marke  as  Marchaunts  vfe,  for  every  mane  may  take 
**  hyme  a  Marke,  but  not  armys,  without  an  hcrawde.  or  pur- 
<*  cyvaunte."  MSS.  Harl.  2259.  9.  fol.  no. 

Ibid.  Not.  •.  Add  "  But  perhaps  we.fhould  read  hurnes, 
interpreted,  in  the  fhort  Gloffary  to  the  Cre^e,  Caves,  that 
is,  in  the  prefent  application,  niches^  arches.  See  Gloss.  Rob. 
Glouc.  p.  660.  col.  i.  HuRN,  is  angle^  comer.  Frcxn  :thc 
Saxon  pypn,  Angulus.  Chaucer  Frankel.  T.  Urr.  p.  no. 
V.  2677. 

Seeking  in  every  halke  [nook],  and  every  herne. 

And  again,  Chan.  Yem.  Prol.  p.  121.  v.  679. 
Lurking  in  hernis  and  in  lanis  blind. 

Read  the  line,  thus  pointed. 

Houfed  in  hurnes  hard  fet  abouten. 

The  fenfe  is  therefore.  **  The  tombs  were  within  lofty-pin- 
^<  nacled  tabernacles^  and  enclofed  in  a  multiplicity  of  thick- 
"  fet  arches."  Hard  is  clofe  or  thick.  This  conveys  no  bad 
idea  of  a  Gothic  fepulchral  ihrine. 

Ibid.  Dele  Not.  •. 

Ibid.  1.  antep.  For  ^<  often,"  Read  '*  of  ten." . 

Pag-  303*  !•  antep.  Read  **  quentelyche." 

Pag.  309.  Not.  •.  1.  I,  Read  "  140." 

Pag.  317.  Add  to  Nojt. '.  *vThc  Holy  Virgin  appears  to  a 

Ijrieft 
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prieft  who  often  fung  to  her,  and  calls  him  her  Joculator.  MSB. 
James,  xxvi.  p.  32. 

Pag.  321.  1.  23.  Read  **  i594-'' 

Pag.  339.  Not.  *.  Add  *^  Perhaps  by  Cenes,  Froiflart  means 
Skene,  the  royal  palace  at  Richmond. 

Pag.  343.  1.  10.  Read  "  Gloucefterfliire." 

Ibid.  Not.  ^  1.  I.  Read  "  Glanville/'  And  Add  at  the 
end ^' See  Lewis's  Wiccliffe,  p.  66.  329.  And  Lewis's 
History  of  the  Translations  of  the  Bible,  p.  66. 

Pag.  346.  1.  17.  After  **  Lucca  in/'  Insert,  **  1570.  The 
title  of  Granucci's  profc  Theseide  is  this,  Theseide  di  Boc^ 
cacio  de  ottava  Rima  nuovamente  ridotta  in  profa  per  Nicolao  Gra- 
nucci  di  Lucca.  In  Lucca  apprejfo  Vinzenzza  Bufdraghi.  mdlxx. 
In  the  Dedicazione  to  this  work,  which  was  printed  more 
than  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  within  one  hundred  years  after 
the  Ferrara  edition  of  the  Theseide  appeared,  Granucci  men- 
tions Boccacio's  work  as  a  translation  from  the  barbarous 
Greek  poem  cited  below.  Dedicaz.  fol.  5.  ^*  Volendo  far 
^'  cofa,  que  non  fio  flata  fatta  da  loro,  pero  mutato  parere  mi 
<*  dicoli  a  ridurre  in  profa  quefto  Innamoramento,  Opera  di  M. 
<*  Giovanni  Boccacio,  quale  egli  tranfporto  dal  Greco  in 
*^  oSiava  rima  per  compiacere  alia  fua  Fiametta,  &c."  Lib. 
Slonian.  1614.  Brit.  Muf. 

Pag.  349.  1.  5.  After  "  Thefeid,"  Insert  *'  The.  writer 
has  tranflated  the  prefatory  epiftle  addreflcd  by  Boccacio  to  the 
Fiametta. 

Ibid.  1.  10.  Read  *'  1453." 

Pag.  350.  Add  to  the  laft  Note.  "  In  the  edition  of  the 
Gesta  Romanorum,  printed  at  Rouen  in  1521,  and  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  eighty-one  chapters,  the  hiftory  of  Apol- 
lonius  of  Tyre  occurs,  ch.  153.  This  is  the  firft  of  the  addi- 
tional chapters. 

Pag.  352.  To  Not.  '.  Add  "  The  tranflation  of  Flo  res 
and  Blancaflore  in  Greek  iambics  might  dfo  be  made  in 
compliment  to  Boccacio.     Their  adventures  make  the  principal 

Vol.  II.  c  fubjedi 
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fubjedl  of  his  JPhiLocopo  :  but  the  ftory  exiftcd  long  before, 
as  Boccacio  himfelf  informs  us,  L.  i.  p.  6.  edit.  1723.  Florcs 
and  Blancaflore  are  mentioned  as  illuftrious  lovers  by  Matjres 
Eymengau  de  Bezeits,  a  poet  of  Languedoc^  in  his  Breviari 
d'Amor,  dated  in  the  year  1288.  MSS.  Reg.  19  C.  i.  fol. 
199.  This  tale  was  probably  enlarged  in  paffing  through  the 
hands'of  Boccacio.     Sec  Canterb.  T.  iv.  p.  169. 

Ibid.  Add  to  Not.  \  *'  I  am  informed,  that  Dr.  George's 
books,  amongft  #hich  was  the  Greek  Thefeid,  were  purchafed 
by  Lord  Speftccr. 

Ibid.  Not.  \  1.  3.  Read  ''  Tzetzcs." 

Pag.  357.  1.  7.  Add  this  Note.  "  Boccacio's  filuations  and 
incidents,  reQ^e^ing  the  lovers,  are  often  inartificial  and  unaf- 
fedting.  In  th^  Ttalian^  poet,  Emilia  walking  in  the  garden  and 
fiirtgtng,  is  feeft  and  heard  firft  by  Arcite,  who  immediately 
c^Hs  PalattWfn.  They  are  both  equally,  and  at  the  fame  point 
of  tSihe,  captivMed  with  her  beauty ;  yet  without  any  cxprcf- 
fibtas  of  jtaloiify,  or  appearance  of  rivakji  But  in  Chaucer's 
feanagettitnt  of  tlie  commencement  of  this  amour,  Palamon  by 
ieeirig  E?hilia  firft,  acquired  an  advantage  over  Arcite,  which 
fi!timat!ely  readers  the  cataftrophe  more  agreeable  to  poetical 
juftfce.  It  is  an  unnatural  and  unanimated  pidure  whidi  doc- 
cacio  prefents,  of  the  two  young  princes  violently  enamoured 
of  tlie  ikme  objed,  and  flill  remaining  in  a  ftate  of  amity.  In 
Chaucer,  the  tjuarrel  between  the  two  friends^  the  foundation 
,of  all  the  future  beautiful  diftrefs  of  the  piece,  commences  at 
this  moment,  and  caufes  a  converfation  full  of  mutu^  rage  and 
refentment.  This  rapid  trahfition  from  a  friendfhip  cemented 
by  every  tie,  to  the  moft  implacable  hoflility,  is  on  this  occa- 
fion  not  only  highly  natural,  but  produces  a  fudden  and  unex« 
peded  change  of  circumftances,  which  enlivens  the  detail^  and 
is  always  interefting.  Even  afterwards,  when  Arcite  is  releafed 
from  the  prifon  by  Perithous,  he  embraces  Palamon  at  parting. 
And  in  the  fifth  book  of  the  Theseide,  when  Palamon 
goes  armed  to  the  grove  in  fearch  of  Arcite,  whom  he.  finds 

flceping, 
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flceping,  they  meet  on  terms  of  much  civility  and  friendfliip, 
and  in  all  the  mechanical  formality  of  the  manners  of  romance. 
In  Chaucer,  this  dialogue  has  a  very  different  caft.  Palamon  at 
feeing  Arcite,  feels  a  coldefwerde  glide  throughout  his  heart:  he 
ftarts  from  his  ambufcade,  and  inftantly  falutes  Arcite  with  the 
appellation  oi  falje  traitour.  And  although  Boccacio  has  merit 
in  difcriminating  the  charadters  of  the  two  princes,  by  giving 
Palamon  the  impetuofity  of  Achillea,  and  Arcite  the  mildoefs  of 
Hedor;  yet  Arcite  by  Boccacio  is  here  injudicioully  reprefented 
as  too  moderate  and  pacific.  In  Chaucer  he  returns  the  falute 
with  the  fame  degree  of  indignation,  draws  his  fword,  and  defies 
Palamon  to  fingle  combat.  So  languid  is  Boccacio's  plan  of  this 
amour,  that  Palamon  does  not  begin  to  be  jealous  of  Arcite, 
till  he  is  informed  in  the  prifon,  that  Arpite  lived  as  a  favoritiD 
fervant  with  Thefeus  in  difguife,  yet  known  to  Emilia.  Whew 
the  lovers  fee  Emilia  from  the  window  of  their  tower,  (he  is 
fuppofed  by  Boccacio  to  obiirve  liiem,  and  not  to  be  difpleafed 
at  their  figns  of  admiration.  This  circiunftance  is  jufUy  omit- 
ted by  Chaucer,  as  quite  unnecefTary ;  and  not  tending  either  to 
prono^ote  the  prefent  b^fiifikefs,  or  to  operate  in  any  difbint  confe- 
quences.  On  the  who}^,  Chauper  has  ieixiinently  fhewn  his 
good  fenfe  and  judgement  in  rcjcfting  the  fuperfluities,  and 
improving  the  general  arrangement,  of  the  flory.  He  fre- 
quently correfts  or  foftens  Bbccacio's  falfe  manners :  and  it  is 
with  fingular  addrefs  he  has  often  abridged  the  Italian  poet's  often- 
tatious  and  pedantic  parade  of  antient  hiftory  and  mythology. 

Pag.  357.  1.  21,  Rea©  .^^  ifharpe.*" 

Pag.  359.  L  14.  For  *'  boris,"  Read  "Jb^ris."   . 

Pag.  360.  Not.  •.  1.  II.  For  **  wende,'"  Read  *'  wonde/* 

Pag.  362.  1.  ult.  Pele  ^'  ,court.." 

Pag*  363.  Add  to  end  of  JNotc,  c$>l.  9.    >^S(tf  $P;t^  more 
particular  as  to  thefe  imitations. 

Vcr.  .900.  p.  8.  Uft.  lecJit. 
A  fiooD^psny  of  ladys  iw^.aod  iw^,  .&c« 

c  2  Thus 
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Thus  Thcfcus,  at  his  return  in  triumph  from  conquering  Scy- 
thia,  is  accofted  by  the  dames  of  Thebes,  Stat.  Theb.  xii*  519. 

Jamque  domos  jJatrias,  Scythicae  poft  afpera  gentis 
Praelia,  laurigero  fubeuntem  Thefea  curru 
Laetifici  plaufus,  &c.  &c. 
Paulum  et  ab  infeflis  mceflaB  Pelopeides  aris 
Promovere  gradum,  feriemque  et  dona  triumph! 
Mirantur,  vi(^ique  animo  rediere  mariti. 
Atque  ubi  tardavit  currus,  et  ab  axe  fuperbo 
Explorat  caufas  vidtor,  pofcitque  benigna 
Aure  preces;  orfa  ante  alias  Capaneia  conjux^ 
Belliger  iEgide,  &c. 

Chaucer  here  copies  Statins,  (v,  861, — 966.)   Kn.  T.  from 
V.  519.  to  V.  600.  Theb.     See  alfo  ibid.  465.  feq. 

V.  930.  p.  9, 
Here  in  the  Temple  of  the  goddefs  Clemence,  &c« 

Statins  mentions  the  temple  of  Clemency  as  the  afylum  where 
thefe  ladies  were  aflembled,  Theb.  xii.  481. 

Urbe  fuit  media,  nulli  concefTa  potentum 
Ara  deum^  mitis  pofuit  dementia  fedem^  &;c. 

V.  2947. 

Ne  what  jewillis  men  into  the  fire  caft,  &;Ct  . 

Literally  from  Statins^  Theb.  vi.  206. 

Ditantur  flammac,  non  unquam  opulentior  ilia 
Antecinis;  crepitant  gemmae,  &c. 

But  the  whole  of  Arcite's  funeral  is  minutely  copied  from 
Statins.  More  than  a  hundred  parallel  lines  on  this  fubjeft 
might  be  produced  from  each  poet.    In  Statins  the  account  of 

the 
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the  trees  felled  for  the  pyre,  with  the  confternation  of  the 
Nymphs,  takes  up  more  than  twenty- four  lines,  v.  84. — 116. 
In  Chaucer  about  thirteen,  v.  2922. — 2937.  ^^  Boccacio,  fix 
ftanzas.  B.  xi.  Of  the  three  poets.  Statins  is  moft  rcprehen- 
fible,  the  firft  author  of  this  ill-placed  and  unncceflary  defcrip- 
tion,  and  who  did  not  live  in  a  Gothic  age.  The  ftatues  of 
Mars  and  Venus  I  imagined  had  been  copied  from  Fulgentius, 
Boccacio*s  favorite  mythographer.  But  Fulgentius  fays  no- 
thing of  Mars  :  and  of  Venus,  that  fhe  only  flood  in  the  fea  on 
a  couch,  attended  by  the  Graces.  It  is  from  Statins  that  The- 
feus  became  a  hero  of  romance. 

Pag.  366.  1.  antep.  "  Read  "  laughith."  And  Add  this 
Note.  "  For  Orient^  perhaps  Orifount^  or  the  borifon,  is  the 
true  reading.  So  the  edition  of  Chaucer  in  156 1.  So  alfo  the 
I  barbarous-Greek  poem  on  this  ftory,  b  Ovf<tvog  oAc^  yiXa,.  Dry- 
den  feems  to  have  read,  or  to  have  made  out  of  this  mifpelling 
of  Horifon,  Orient. 

Pag.  370.  1.  8.  Read  *«  bufke."' 

Pag.  372.  1.  antep.  For  ««  at/'  Read  "  al.** 

Pag.  374.  1.  20.  Read  **  forto." 

Pag.  375.  1.  6.  Read  ^*  This.*' 

Pag.  376.  Add  to  Not.  in  col.  i.  **  Amiled  is  from  the 
French  Email,  or  Enamel.  This  art  flouriflied  moft  at 
Limoges  in  France.  So  early  as  the  year  1 197,  we  have  **  Duas 
M  tabulas  sneas  fuperauratas  de  labore  Limogia.*'  Chart,  ann. 
1 197.  apud  Ughelin.  tom.  vii.  Ital.  Sacr.  p.  1274.  It  k 
called  Opus  Lemnoviticum,  in  Dugdale's  Mon.  iii.  310.  313. 
331.  And  in  Wilkins's  Concil.  i.  666.  where  two  cabinets 
for  the  hoft  are  ordered,  one  of  filver  or  of  ivory,  and  the  other 
dc  opere  Lemovictno.  Synod.  Wigorn.  A.  D.  1240.  And  in 
many  other  places.  I  find  it  called  Limaj/e,  in  a  metrical  ro- 
mance, the  name  of  which  I  have  forgot,  where  a  tomb  is 
defcribed^ 

And  yt  was,  the  Romans  fayeSi 
All  with  golde  and  limai/c. 

Carpentier 
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Carpentier  [V.  Limogia.]  obferves,  that  it  was  antiently  a 
common  ornament  of  fumptuous  tombs.  He  cites  a  Teftatnent 
of  the  year  1327,  *'  Je  lots  buit  cent  livres  pour  faire  deux 
^*  tombes' bautes  et  levies  de  /'Euvre  de  Limoges.'"  The  ori-* 
ginal  tom1>  6f  Walter  de  Merton,  bifhop  of  Rochefler,  erefted 
in  his  cathedral  about  the  year  1 276,  was  made  at  Limogei. 
This  appears  from  the  accompts  of  his  executors,  viZk  **  Et 
<'  computant  xl  1.  vs.  vid.  liberat.  M agiflro  Johanni Linnom* 
'*  cenii,  pro  tumba  didi  Epifcopi  Roffcnfis,"  fcil.  pro  Conftroc* 
<<  tione  et  carriagio  de  Lymoges  ad  Roffam.  Etxls.  viiid. 
^*  cuidam  Executori  apud  Lymoges  ad  ordinandum  et  prori* 
<«  dendum  ConftruAionem  di£ts  Tumbae.  Et  x  s.  viii  d.  cui- 
<'  dam  garcioni  eunti  apud  Lymoges  quserenti  didam  tumbam 
<^  conftru£tam,  et  ducenti  eani  cum  didio  Mag«  Johanne  uiqae 
^'  Rofikm.  Et  xxiiL  in  materiaiibos  circa  didam  tombom 
«'  defricandtoi.  Et  vii  marcas,  in  ferramento  ^ufilem^  et  car* 
'^  riagio  a  Londin.  ufque  ad  RofF.  et  aliis  parandis  ad  didam 
<«  tumbam.  Et  xi  s.  cuidam  vitriario  pro  vitris  feneftramm 
<^  emptarum  juxta  tumbam  di<3i  Epiicopi  apud  Ro£^."  Ant. 
Wood's  MS.  Merton  Papbrs,  Bibl,  Bodl.  Coo.  Ballard. 
46. 

Pag,  378.  1.  9.  Read  "  preis.*' 

Pag.  383.  1.  4.\Rs^d  ^'  Petrarch  having  defired  his  fiiend 
Guy  de  Gon:Mgue  to  iend  him  fome  new  piece^  he  fent  him^  6cc/* 

Pag.  385.  1.  2.  To  die  word  Boccacio^  Add  this  Note. 
^  Boccbcio's  FiLO^TRATo  was  printed  in  ^jiiarto  at  Milan^ 
in  1488^  The  tkleis^  ^^11  Fyolostkato^  che  traftaiie  lo 
^<  iimamoramemo  de  Troilo  ^  Gryseida  :  etde-vnolte.akre 
*'  infinite  battaglie.  Impr^ilb  nelk  indita  <nta  4e  Milano  ^ 
^'  ffiagifh%>UtderichoSdfi2meeler  neilannoM.cccci^rxiXviM^ 
^  a  'di  xx^i  dt  mefe  Septeffibpe."  It  ts  in  the  oAam  ftauRU 
The  editorl)f  fhe.CAKTisitBURr  Tales  informs  me,  4ii8t 
Boccacio  himfelf^  in  his  Decameron^  has  made  the&me  ho* 
nourable  mention  ti(  ^fak  poem  as^ftthe  Thesbida  :  although 
without  acknowledging  >Mlher  (for  his  own.  In  the  Introduc-> 
^C|0n  to  the  Sixth  Day,  he  fays,  that  ^^  Dioneo  infieme  con 

•*  Lauretta 
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"  Lauretta  deTRoiLE  et  di  Cri8eida  cominciarono  can- 
**  tare.'*  Juft  as,  afterwards,  in  the  conclufion  of  the  Seventh 
Day  he  fays,  that  the  fame  "  Dioneo  ct  Fiametta  gran  pezzi 
*.*  cantarono  infieme  d'Akcita  et  di  Palamone."  See 
Canterb.  T.  vol.  iv.  p.  85.  iii.  p.  311.  Chaucer  appears 
ta  have  been  as  much  indebted  to  Boccacio  in  his  Troilus 
and  Cresseide,  as  in  his  Knightes  Tale.  At  the  fame 
time  we  muft  obferve,  that  there  are  feveral  long  paffages,  and 
even  epifodes,  in  Troilus,  of  which  no  traces  appear  in  the 
FiLOSTRATO.  Chaucer  fpeaks  of  himfelf  as  a  tranflator  out 
^  Latin,  B.  iL  14.  And  he  calls  his  author  Lollius,  B.  i. 
394. — 421.  and  B.  v.  1652.  The  latter  of  thefe  two  paffages 
is  in  the  Philostrato:  but  the  former,  ccmtaining  Petrarch's 
fo&net,  is  not.  And  when  Chaucer  fays,  he  tranflates  from 
Latm,  we  muft  remember,  that  the  Itafian  language  was  called 
Latino  vo/gare.  Shall  we  fuppofB,  that  Chaucer  followed  a 
more  complete  copy  of  the  Filostrato  than  that  we  have  at. 
prefent,  or  one  enlarged  by  fome  officious  interpolator  ?  The 
Parifian  manufcript  might  perhaps  clear  thefe  difficulties.  In 
Bennet  library  at  Cambridge,  there  is  a  manufcript  of  Chaucer's 
Troilus,  elegantly  written,  with  a  froiitifpieee  beautifully 
illuminated,  lxi.  ^ 

Ibid.  L  16.  Read  ^'  fike,  and  eftc  to.*' 

Pag.  387.  1.  5.  Read  ''  alofte." 

Ibid.  1.  15.  R^AD  •*  lo  which  a  dedc  !'* 

Pag.  388.  !•  14.  Read  "  Bradwardinc."  So  alfo,  p,  421. 
1.  2.  infr. 

Pag.  389.  Not.  *.  1.  3.  Read  *«  B.  iii.*' 

Ibid.  ibid.  1.  2.  col.  2.  For  ^*  Thomas  a  Beckett,'*  Read 
•«  Thomas  Becket."  So  alfo,  p.  14*  1. 13.  p.  85.  1.  15.  p.  397. 
I.  4.  p.  445.  1.  12.  [For  this,  fee  H.  Wharton's  Letter  at 
the  end  of  Strype's  Cranmer,  p.  526.] 

Ibid.  ibid.  1.  5.  col.  2.  Read  "  B.  ii.  v.  526.** 

Pag.  390.  Not.  '.  1.  3.  Read  **  owne." 

Pag.  392.  1.  21.  Read  ^^parlirs." 

Ibid. 


EMENDATIONS  and  ADDITIONS.  Vol.  L 

Ibid.  Not.  •.  Read  ''  iii." 

Ibid.  1.  25.  Read  ^*  William  Thomas."  And  Add  this 
Note.  **  Chaucer's  Life  in  Urry's  edition.  William  Thomas 
digefted  this  Life  from  colledlions  by  Dart.  His  brother.  Dr. 
Timothy  Thomas,  wrote  or  compiled  the  Gloflary  and  Preface 
to  that  edition.  See  Dart's  Westminst.  Abbey,  i.  86.  Ti- 
mothy Thomas  was  of  Chrift  Church  Oxford,  and  died  inij^u 

Pag.  401.  1.  18.   For  "  Seraphic,"  Read  "  Angelic.'* 

Pag.  403.  1.  9.  Read  "  mede.'* 

Pag.  407.  Not.  ^  Add  *'  The  fame  fiftion  is  in  Caxton's 
Troye  boke.  **  Upon  the  pinacle  or  top  of  the.  towre  he 
**  made  an  ymage  of  copper  and  gave  hym  in  his  hande  a 
**  looking-glaiTe,  having  fuch  vertue,  that  if  it  happened  that 
*^  any  fhippes  came  to  harme  the  citie  fuddenly,  their  army 
*^  and  their  coming  fhould  appear  in  the  faid  looking-glaiTe.''. 
B.  ii.  ch.  xxii. 

Pag.  408.  Not.  \  1.  I.  col.  2.  Read  "  Gallic.'' 

Pag.  413.  To  Not.  ^.  L  2.  Add,  "  Mahomet  believed  this 
foolifh  Ilory,  at  leaft  thought  it  fit  for  a  popular  book,  and  has 
therefore  inferted  it  in  theJVlcoran.  See  Grey  on  Hudibras, 
part  i.  cant.  i.  v.  547. 

Pag.  415.  Add  to  1.  15.  this  Note.  "  The  bridle  of  the  en- 
chanted horfe  is  carried  into  the  tower,  which  was  the  trcafury 
of  Cambufcan's  caftle,  to  be  kept  among  the  jewels.  Thus 
when  king  Richard  the  firft,  in  a  crufade,  took  Cyprus, .  among 
the  treafures  in  the  caAles  are  recited  pretious  flones,  and  golden 
cups,  together  with  "  Sellis  aureis  frenis  et  calcaribus,''  Galff. 
Vinefauf.  Iter.  Hierosol.  cap.  xli.  p.  328.  Vet.  Script. 
Angl.  tom.  ii. 

Pag.  416.  Add  to  Not.  '.  "  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
Boccacio  invented  jhe  ftory  of  Grifilde.  For,  as  the  late  in- 
quifitive  and  judicious  editor  of  The  Canterbury  Tales 
obferves,  it  appears  by  a, Letter  of  Petrarch  to  Boccacio,  [Opp. 
Petrarch,  p.  54x>— 7.  edit.  Baiil.  1581..]  fent  with  his  Latin 

*      tranflation^ 


€€ 
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tranflation,  in  1373,  that  Petrarch  had  heard  the  fiory  with  plea-- 

fure^  many  years  before  he  faw  the  Decameron,  vol.  iv.  p.  157. 
Pag.  417.  To  1.  9,  Add,  "  And  in.Bennet  college  library 
with  this  title.  *'  Historia  five.pABurA  de  nobili  Mar- 
**  chione  Walterio  dpmino  terras  Saluciarum,  quomodo 
*'  'diixit  in  uxorem  Grisildem  paupercidam,  et  ejus  conftan- 
tiam  et  patientiam  mirabilitcr  et  acriter  comprobavit :  quam 
de  vulgari  fermone  Saluciarum  in  L^tinum  tranftulit  D.  Fran- 
"  cifcus  Petrarcha."  clxxvii,  10.  fol.  76.  Again,  ibid. 
ccLxxv.  14.  fol.  163.  Again,:  ibid,  cccclviii.  3.  with  the 
date  1476,  I  fuppofe,  iifom  the  fcribe^  ,  And  in  Bibl.  Bodl. 
MSS.  Laud.  G.  80. 

Ibid.  Not.  ^.  1.  2-  After  **  Bpnnefons,'*  Insert,  "  This  is 
the  whole  title.  ««  Le  Mtstere  de "  Grifcldis,  Marquis  dc 
"  Saluces,  mis  en  rime  fran9oife  et;par  p^rfonnaiges."  With- 
out date,  in  quarto,  and  in  (Ji^  GojthiQ  type.  In  the  colophon, 
Cyfi^ifi  l^  '^i^  de  Grifeldis^  &c. 

Pag.  419.  1.  2.  After  <*  growth,"  Insert,  "The  ftory  of 
the  cock  and  the  fox  is  evidently  borrowed  from  a  coUedtion  of 
Efopean  and  other  &bles,  W7:ittien  by  .Marie  a  French  poetefs, 
whofe  Lais  are  preferved  in  MSS.  Harl.  ut  infr.  fee  f.  139. 
Befide  the  abfolute  refemblanpd,  it  appears  ftill  more  prqbable  that 
Chancer  copied  from  Marie,  becaufe  no  fuch  fable  is  to  be  found 
either:  in  the  Greek  Efop,  or  in  any  of  the  Lratin  Efopean  com- 
pilations of  thedadc ages.  See  MSS*  HarLi-p/S.  f. 76.  All  the 

.oMmifcripts  of  Marie's  fables  in  the  British  Mufeum  prove,  that 
ftie  tranflated  her  work  «*  de  TAnglois  en  jjlomw.*'  Probably 
her  Englifh  original  was  Alfred's  Anglo-Saxon  verfion  of  Efop 
modernifed,  and  ftill  bearing  his.  name.  She  profcflcs  to  follow 
the  verfion  of  a  king;  who,  in  the  beft  of  the  Harleian  copies^ 
is  call^  Li  reis  Alured*  MSS.  Hajil,,  978.  fupr.  citat. 
She  appears,  from  pafiage^  in  her  Lais,  to  have  underftood 

\Englifli.  -Sec  Chaucer'a  Canterb.  Ta^e.s„vo1.  iv.  p.  179. 

f  I  wiU livelier. £p9flgiift;ta^^^  Fablics  from: MSS^  James,  viii. 

:p*2jA.fiibLficxllt    I- 

Vol.  II.  f  Al 
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Al  fincment  de  ccft  cfcrit 
Qu'  en  romanz  ai  treite  e  dit 
Me  numeral  pour  remembraunce 
Marie  ai  nun  fui  de  France 
Pur  eel  eftre  que  clerc  plufur 
Prendreient  fur  eus  mun  labeur 
Ne  voit  que  nul  fur  li  fa  die 
Eil  feit  que  fol  que  fei  ublie 
Pur  amur  le  cunte  Wllame 
Le  plus  vaillant  de  nul  realme 
Meinlemir  ^e  cede  livre  feire 
£  des  Engleis  en  romanz  treire 
Efop  apelum  ceft  livre 
Quil  tranllata  e  fid  efcrire 
Del  Gru  en  Latin  le  turna 
Le  Reiz  Alurez  que  mut  lama 
Le  tranilata  puis  en  Engleis 
£  jeo  lai  rimee  en  Franceis 
Si  cum  jeo  poi  plus  proprement 
Ore  pri  a  dieu  omnipotent^  &cc. 

Pag.  420.  1.  18.  Read  **  beke/' 

Pag.  421.  To  Not.  \  Add,  "  The  ludicrous  adventure  of 
the  Pear  Tree,  in  January  and  May,  is  taken  from  a  coK 
ledtion  of  Fables  in  Latin  elegiacs,  written  by  one  Adolphus  io 
the  year  I3i5,  Lcyfer.  Hist.  Poet.  Med.  JEyl.  p.  2008. 
The  fame  fable  is  among  the  Faiks  of  Alfbonfi^  in  Caxton's 
Esop. 

P^g-  425.  1.  15.  For  "  in,**  Read  ^^  is." 

P^g*  427.  1.  9.  Read  "  perlid." 

Pag.  428.  Not.  ■.  1.  2.  Read  *'  be  went/'  [So  the  cdk. 
in  1561.J 

Ibid.  To  Not.  '.  Add,  **  Cakei  fenejirajii  occur  in  antient 
Injunctions  to  the  clergy.  In  £ton-Go|[ege  ftatutes,  given  in 
J  446,  the  fellowa  are  forbidden  to  ^^^^^  Jktukria  roftrata,  as 

alfo 
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alfo  caKgay  white,  red,  or  green,  cap.  xix.  In  a  chantry,  or 
chapel,  founded  at  Winchefter  in  the  year  1318,  within  the 
cemitery  of  the  Nuns  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  by  Roger  Inkpenne, 
the  members,  that  is,  a  warden,  chaplain  and  clerk,  are  ordered 
to  go  "  in  meris  caligis,  et  fotularibus  non  roftratis,  nifi  forfi- 
**  tan  botis  uti  voluerunt."  And  it  is  added,  *^  Veftes  deferant 
"  non  Jibulafasy  fed  defuper  claufas,  vel  brevitate  non  notandas.** 
Registr.  Priorat.  S.  Swithini  Winton.  MS.  fdpr.  citat.  Qua- 
tern.  6.     Compare  Wilkins's  Concil.  iii.  670.  ii.  4. 

Pag,  429.  1.  3.  Read  "  Oxenforde." 

Ibid.  1.  6.  Read  **  fong  fometime  a  loud." 

Pag.  430.  Not.  ^  1.  .  After  "  Disserrat.  i.'*  Add, 
<*  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  the  controverfy  concern- 
ing the  cultivation  of  vines,  for  making  wine,  in  England.  I 
fhall  only  bring  to  light  the  following  remarkable  paflage  on 
that  fubjedl  from  an  old  Englifli  writer  on  gardening  and  farm- 
ing. "  We  might  have  a  reafonable  good  wine  growyng  in 
"  many  places  of  this  realme  :  as  undoubtedly  wee  had  imme- 
**  diately  after  the  Conqueft ;  tyll  partly  by  flouthfulnefle,  not 
**  liking  any  thing  long  that  is  painefull,  partly  by  civill  dif- 
**  cord  Jong  continuyng,  it  was  left,  and  fo  with  tyme  loft,  as 
<^  appeareth  by  a  number  of  places  in  this  realme  that  keepe 
"  ftill  the  name  of  Vineyardes :  and  uppon  many  clifFcs  and 
*'  hilles,  are  yet  to  be  feene  the  rootes  and  olde  remaynes  of 
**  Vines.  There  is  befides  Nottingham,  an  auncient  houfe 
**  called  Chilwell,  in  which  houfe  remayneth  yet,  ias  an  aun- 
•'  cient  monument,  in  a  Great  Wyndowe  of  Glaffe,  the  whole 
"  Order  of  planting,  pruyning,  [pruning,]  ftamping  and  pref- 
*'  ling  of  vines.  Befide,  there  [at  that  place]  is  yet  alfo  grow- 
*'  ing  an  old  vine,  that  yields  a  grape  fufficient  to  make  a  right 
"  good  wine,  as  was  lately  proved. — There  hath,  moreover, 
"  good  experience  of  late  yeears  been  made,  by  two  noble  and 
*'  honorable  barons  of  this  realme,  the  lorde  Cobham  and  the 
"  lorde  Wylliams  of  Tame,  who  had  both  growyng  about 
^*  their  houfts,  as  good  wines  as  are  in  many  parts  of  Fraunce, 

iz  •'  &c.'^ 
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*«  &c/*  Bamabit  Googe's  Foure  bookes  of  Husbakdrv, 
&€•  Lond.  1578.  4'*-    To  THE  Reader. 

P^g-  431-  To  Not.  ^.  Add,  "  But  both  Boccacio  and  Chau- 
cer probably  borrowed  from  an  old  Conte,  or  Fabliau,  by 
an  anonymous  French  rhymer,  De  Gombert  et  des  deux  Clers. 
See  Fabliaux  et  Contes,  Paris,  1756.  tom.  ii.  p.  115. — 
124.  The  Shipman's  Tale,  as  I  have  hinted,  originally  came 
froni  fomc  fuch  French  Fableour,  through  the  medium  of 
Boccacio. 

Ibid.  To  Not.  \  Add,  ''It  is  entitled  Burnellus,^^;^ 
Speculum Jlultorumf  and  was  written  about  the  year  1190.  See 
Leyfer.  Poet.  Med.  &vi.  p.  752.  It  is  a  common  manu- 
fcript.  Burnett  is  a  nick-name  for  Balaam's  afs  in  the  Cheftcr 
Whitsun  Plays.  MSS.  Harl.  2013. 

Pag.  i^32.  Not.'.  1.  4.  After  "Cambridge,"  Insert, 
*'  There  is,  however,  Abington,  with  a  mill*ftrearo,  fcvcn 
miles  from  Cambridge. 

Ibid.  Not.  -.  1.  9.  Read  "  88i.'' 

Ibid.  1.  14.  Read  '*  Salarii/* 

Pag.  436.  To  Not.  \  Add  ''  The  Prioreffe's  exaft  bchaviout 
at  table,  is  cdpied  from  Rom.  Rose,  14178.^ — 14199* 

Et  bien  fe  ^arde,  6cc. 

To  {peak  French  is  mentioned  above,  among  her  accomplifh- 
ments«  There  is  a  letter  in  old  French  from  queen  Philppa, 
and  her  daughter  Ifabell,  to  the  Jf^riour  of  Saint  Swithin's  at 
Winchefter,  to  admitt  one  Agnes  PatihuU  into  an  clecmofynary 
fifterhood  belonging  to  his  convent.  The  Priour  is  requefted  to 
grant  her,  "  Une  Lyvere  en  votrc  Maifon  dieu  de  Wynceftcre 
"  ct  eftre  un  des  fbers,'*  for  her  life.  Written  at  Windefirt  Apr. 
25.  The  year  muft  have  been  about  1350.  Registr.  Pribrat. 
MS.  fupr.  citat.  Quartern,  xix.  fol.  4.  I  do  not  fo  much  cite 
this  inftance  to  prove  that  the  Priour  muft  be  fuppofed  to  under- 
ftand  French,  as  to  ihew  that  it  was  now  the  court  language,  and 

even 
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even  on  a  witter  of  bijifiniefs.  There  was  at  Icaft.  a  great  pro-* 
priety,  that  the  queen  arid  priucpfs.fhpuld  Writhe. in  thi&  language^ 
although,  to. an  ecglefiaftip  of  dignity*  In  the  fame  Regiftefji 
there  is.  a  letter  in  old  French  from  the  queen  Dpwager  Ifabell 
to  the  Priour  and  Convent  of  ^incheft?r;  to  {hew,  thgt  it  was' 
at  her  requeftj  that  king  Edward  tK«  third  her  fon  had  granted 
a  church  in  Winchefter  diocefe,  to  the  monaftery  of  Leedes  in 
Yorkfhire,  for  their  better  fupport,  ^*  a  trouvcr  fis  chagnoignes 
**  chantans  tous  les  jours  en  la  chapelc.  du  Chaftd  cie  Ledes, 
*«  pour  laime  madame  Alianore  reyne  d'Angleterre,  &p."  A-D. 
1 341.  Quatern  vi. 

The  Priorefle's  .^r^tf/^.  oath  i$  by  Saint  Eloy.  I  will  here 
throw  together  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable  oaths  in  the  Can- 
terbury Tales,  The  Host,  fwears  by  my  fathers  fouk^  Urr. 
P*  ?•  y^S'  Sir  Thopas,  by  ale  and  breade.  p.  146*  3377-. 
Arcite,.  by  mf  paJii  i.  c.  bead,  p,  10.  1167.  Theseus,  by 
mightie  Mars  the  red.  p.  14.  1749.  Again,  a^  be  was  a  trenp 
hnight.  p.  9/961.  The  Carpenter's  wife,  hy  faint  T^bomas 
of  Kent.  p.  26.  183.  The  Smith,  by  Chrijies  foote.  p.  29. 
674.  The  Cambridge  Scjiolar^  by  my  fathers  kinn.  p.  3^. 
930.  Again,  by  ny  croune,  ib.  933,  Again,  for  godes  benes^ 
or  benifon.  p.  32,  965.  Again,  hy  feint  Cuthberde,  ib,  1019^ 
Sir  Johan  of  Bdundis,  hy  feint  Martyne.  p.  37.  107.  Ga- 
MELYN^  hy  goddis  baie.  p,  38.  181.  Gamelyn's  brother,  by 
faint  Richer e.  ibid.  273.  Again,  by  Crijiis  are.  ib.  279..  A 
Franklbleyn,  hy  faint  Jame  that  in  Galis  isy  i.  e.  faint  James^ 
of  Galicia.  p.  40.  549.  15 14.  A  Porter,  by  Goddis  hrde. 
ib.  58 1  •  Gamelyn,  by  my  bals^  or  neck.  p.  42.  773^..  The 
Maistir  Outlawe,  by  the  gode  rode.  p.  45..  1265-  The. 
HosTE,  by  xhi^  precious  corpus  Madrian,  p.  160.  4.  Again,  by 
faint  PauUs  bell.  p.  168.  89.3.  The  Man  of  Lawe,  De^ 
pardeux.  p.  49.  39.  The  Marchaunt,  hy  faint  Thomas  of 
Inde.  p.  66.  745.  The  Sompnour,  by  goddis  armis  two^  p.  82,, 
833.  The  HosTE,  by  cockis  bonis,  p.  106.  2235.  Again,,  by 
m^lis  and  by  blode,  L  e«  of  ChriiL  p.  130^  Ij8q2«    Again,  by 

faint 
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faint  Damian.  p.  131.  1824.  Again,  hy  faint  Runion.  ib.  1834. 
Again,  by  Corpus  domini.  ib.  1838.  The  Riottour,  by  God- 
dis  digne  bones,  p.  135.  221 1.  The  Hoste,  to  the  Monkc,  by 
your  father  kin.  p.  i6o,  43.  The  Monke,  by  \i\%  portbefiy  or 
breviary,  p.  139.  2639.  Again,  by  God  and  faint  Martin,  ib. 
2656.     The  Hoste,  hy  armis,  b/ode  and  bonis,  p.  24.  17. 

Pag.  438.  1.  14.  Read  •'  man." 

Pag.  440.  1.  8.  Read  **  unyd." 

Pag.  441.  1.  lo.  Read  "  Peripatetic." 

Ibid.  Not.  ».  1.  2.  Read  *'  L.  ii." 

Pag.  442.  1.  ult.  Read  **  Pits." 

Pag.  443.  Not.  col.  I.  1.  6.  After  ««  249,"  Add,  *•  See 
Freind's  Hist,  of  Physick,  ii.  257. 

Ibid.  Not.  \  1.  3.  Read  ^'  quaeftum." 

Ibid.  1.  5.  For  "  foreign  writers,"  Read  '*  Englifli  fludents 
abroad."  Add  to  the  end  of  the  Note,  **  See  more  of  Gil- 
bertus  Anglicus,  ibid.  p.  356. 

Pag.  445.  1.  16.  Read  **  Watte."  And  Add  as  a  Note, 
"  So  edit.  1 56 1.     See  Johnfon's  Diftionary,  in  Magpie. 

Pag.  446.  1.  5.  For  ''  to,"  Read  "  the." 

Pag.  447.  Notes,  col.  2.  1.  2.  Read  "  298." 

Pag.  449.  To  Not.  ^  Add,  ''  The  gulf  and  caftle  of  Sa- 
talia  are  mentioned  by  Benedidlus  Abbas,  in  the  crufade  under 
the  year  1 191.  *•  Et  cum  rex  Franciae  receffiflet  ab  Antiochet^ 
•*  ftatim  intravit  gulfum  SATHALi-ffi. — Sathalia  CafieUum 
*•  eft  optimum,  unde  gulfus  ille  nomen  accepit ;  et  fuper  gul- 
^<  fum  ilium  funt  duo  Caftella  et  Villx,  et  utrumque  dicitur 
*'  Satalia.  Sed  unum  illorum  eft  defertum,  et  dicitur  Vetus 
"  Satalia  quod  piratae  deftruxerunt,  et  alteram  Nova  Sa- 
^^  TALI  A  dicitur,  quod  Manuel  imperator  Conftantinopolis 
-♦*  firmavit."  Vit.  et  Gest.  Henr.  et  Ric.  ii.  p.  680. 
Afterwards  he  mentions  Mare  Gracum^  p.  683.  That  is,  the 
Mediterranean  from  Sicily  to  Cyprus.  I  am  inclined,  in  the 
fecond  verfe  following,  to  read  **  Grckc  fea.'*  Leyis  is  the 
(own  of  Layas  in  Armenia* 

Pag. 
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Pag.  450.  1.  16.  For  "  In/'  Read  ''  is." 

Ibid.  1.  ult.  Read  ''  Shcff." 

Ibid.  Not.  ^  1.  3.  Read  ••  chivauchic.'* 

Pag.  452.  1.  10.  Dele  "  in." 

Ibid.  Not.  •.  Read  *'  447." 

Pag.  453.  Note,  col.  2.  1.  14.  Read  "  full." 

Pag.  454.  Not.  ^.  1.  9.  Read  ^'  Tapifcr."  And  in  the  next 
line,  "  Chanon's." 

Pag.  458.  L  19.  Add  this  Note  to  *'  Provence."     "  The 
ingenious  editor  of  the  Canterbury  Talps  treats  the  no- 
tion,   that  Chaucer  imitated  the  Provencial  poets,   as  totally 
void  of  foundation.     He  fays,  **  I  have  not  obferved  in  any  of 
•*  his  writings  a  fingle  phrafe  or  word,  which  has  the  leaft  ap- 
•*  pearance  of  having  been  fetched  from  the  South  of  the  Loire. 
^^  With  reipedt  to  the  manner  and  matter  of  his  compoiitions, 
^^  till  fome  clear  inflance  of  imitation  be  produced,  I  (hall  be 
*'  flow  to  believe,  that  in  either  he  ever  copied  the  poets  of 
**  Provence;    with  whofe  works,  I  apprehend,  he  had  very 
**  little,  if  any  acquaintance."    Vol.  i.  Append.  Pref.  p. 
xxxvi.  I  have  advanced  the  contrary  dodrine,  at  leaft  by  impli- 
cation :  and  I  here  beg  leave  to  explain  myfelf  on  a  fubjedl  ma- 
terially affedling  the  fyftem  of  criticifm  that  has  been  formed 
on  Chaucer's  works.     I  have  never  affirmed,  that  Chaucer  imi- 
tated the  Provencial  bards ;  although  it  is  by  no  means  impro- 
bable, that  he  might  have  known  their  tales.     But  as  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  the  Provencial  poetry  entered  deeply  into  the 
fubftance,  caft,    and  character,   of  fome  of  thofe  French  and 
Italian  models,  which  he  is  allowed  to  have  followed,  he  cer- 
tainly may  be  faid  to  have  copied,  although  not  immediately, 
the  matter  and  manner  of  thefe  writers.     I  have  called  his 
House  of  Fame  originally  a  Provencial  cqmpofition.  ;  I  did 
not  mean  that  it  was  written  by  a  Provencial  troubadour :  but 
that  Chaucer's   original  was   compounded  of  the   capricious 
mode  of  fabling,  and  that  extravagant  itjrle  ojF.  fidion^  which 
coaftit\^te  the  eiTcnce.of  t|;ie  Prov^p^ial  po^tty*    As  to  the 

Flourr 
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Floure  and  the  L*EAfE,  which  Diydcn  pronounces  to 
have  been  compofed  after  their  manner ^  it  is  framed  oh  thef  old 
allegorifing  fpirit  of  the  Pi-ovential  writers^  refined  and^tfsfi- 
gured  by  the  fopperies  of  the  Frttoch  poetsf  in.  the  fourteenth 
century.  The  ideas  of  thefe  fa1>ler$  had  been  fo  ftrongly  im- 
bibedy  that  they  cohtinued  ta  operate  long  after  Petrarch 'had 
introduced  a  more  tational  fAethod  of  compofition. 

Pag,  462.  Not.  ^  Begin  this  Note  with  •^Cotaijp&re'^  in 
the  preceding  Note. 

Pag.  463.  Not;  col.  I.  To  the  end  of  1.  «.  Add,  ^*  The 
ground-work  of  Dolopathos  is  a  Greek'  ftory«-bi9c4t  orUcd 
Syntipas,  often  cited  by  Du  Gange,  whofe  copy  ap|>ears  to 
hiatve  been  tranflated  from  the  Syriac.;  See  Gloss.  Med.  et 
InfiM.  iGraecitat. — ^Ind.  Audtor^  P*  33-  AmcMig  the  Harleian 
inanufcripts  is  another.  Which  is  faid  to  bb  tfahllated  fit>m  the 
Perfic.  MSS.  HAftL.'556o.  Fabricius  fays;  thar  Syntipks  wias 
printed  at  Venice,  lingua  vulgari.  Bibl.  Gr.  x.  515,  On  the 
whole,  the  plan  of  Syntipas  appears  to  be  cxadtty  the  fame 
with  that  of  Les  Sept  S-AOissi  the  Italian  Era^td,  and  our 
own' little  ftory  l>ook  the  Seven  -Wis«  'Masters  :  except 

^that,  ioftead  of  Dioclifiah  of  Rome,  the  king  is  called  Cvr us 
of  Persia;  and,  inftead  of  one  Tale,  each  of  the  Philofophcrs 
tells  two.  The  cireumflance  of  Perfia  is  an  argument,  that 
Syntipas  was  onginally  ian  oriental  Cdmpofition.  '  See  what  is 
colled:ed  on  this  curioiis  fubjed,  which  is^  intititately'cbncerned 
with  the  hiflory  of  the  invention  of  the  middle  ages,'  by  the 
learned  editor  of  the  Caterbury  Taees,  vol.  w.  p.  329. 
There  is  a  tranllation,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  fame  Writer,  of 

•  this  Romance  in  oftofyllable  verfe,  probably  not  later  than  the 
age  of  Chaucer.  MSS.  CotTon.  Gale.  E.  ix.  It  is  entitled 
<«  The  Proccs  of  the  Tereh  Sages,"  and  igrees  efttireljr  with 

"^  Les  sept  Sages  de  RoiifE  in  French  profc.  MSS«  If  arl. 
3860.  See  alfo  MSS.  ClC  Coll.  Oxon.  ±52.  in'membran. 
4'*.  The  Latin  l>ook^  (balled  His  TOR  I A  septem  Sa*i*n- 
i^uM  KoujUi'ii  hdt  a  iti^  fcarce^  mAhilibript :  -ii'  \Mls  j^rinted 

before 
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before  1500.  I  think  there  are  two  old  editions  among  More's 
books  at  Cambridge.  Particularly  one  printed  in  quarto  at 
Paris,  in  1493. 

Pag.  466.  Notes,  col.  2.  1.  i.  Inftead  of  **  All  this  while/ 
Read  **  Speght  fuppofes  that."  To  the  end  Add,  ^*  See  Le 
dit  de  lajleur  de  lis  et  de  la  Marguerite ^  by  Guillaume  Machaut, 
Acad.  Inscript.  xx.  p.  381.  x.  669.  infr.  citat.  On  the 
whole,  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  either  Froi0art,  or  Chau- 
cer, means  Margaret,  countefs  of  Pembroke.  For  compare 
Append.  Pref.  Canterb.  Tales,  vol.  i*  p.  xxxiv.  I  add, 
that  in  the  year  1547,  the  poetical  pieces  of  Margaret  de  Valois, 
queen  of  Navarre,  wiere  coUeded  and  published  under  the  title 
of  Marguerite  de  la  Marguerites  des  Princejjes^  tres  illujlre 
Royne  de  Navarre,  by  John  de  la  Haye,  her  valet  de  chambre. 
It  was  common  in  France,  to  give  the  title  of  Marguerites 
to  fludied  panegyrics,  and  flowery  compofitions  of  every  kind, 
both  in  profe  and  verfe. 


VOL.        II. 


PAGE  5.  Add  to  Not.  ^.  "  The  nations  bordering  upon  the 
Jews>  attributed  the  miraculous  events  of  that  people^  to  thofe 
external  means  and  material  inilruments,  fuch  as  fymbols^  ce- 
remonies, and  other  vifible  figns  or  circumftances,  which  by 
God's  fpecial  appointment,  under  their  myfterious  difpenfation, 
they  were  direded  to  ufe.  Among  the  obfervations  which  the 
oriental  Gentiles  made  on  the  hi^ry  of  the  Jews^  they  found 
that  the  Divine  will  was  to  be  known  by  certain  appearances  in 
pretious  ftones.  The  Magi  of  the  ead,  believing  that  the  preter- 

Vol.  IL  g  natural 
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natural  difcdVtirittB  Obtattiped  by  iMabi  of  tke  Uritn  aad  Tlnifii* 
mim^  a  contexture  of  gems  in  the  bread^plate  of  the  Mofiuc 
priefts,  were  owing  to  fome  virtue  inherent  in  thofe  ftones^ 
adopted  the  knov^leJge  of  the  i3cculc  properties  of  gems  as  a 
bi^nch  of  their  magkal  fyftem.  Htikice  it  became  the  peculiar 
profeffion  of  one  clafe  of  thdr  Sages,  to  inveftigate  and  interpret 
the  various  ihadbs  and  corufcations,  and  to  explain ,  to  a  moni 
purpofe,  the  dijflbrent  colours,  the  dew«,  douds,  and  imageries, 
which  gtmi,  difF<i)tt^lly  e&poM  to  the  fun,  moon,  ftars,  fire,  or 
atr,  at  particular  feafons,  and  infpe^fted  by  periblis  piarticulariy 
qudifitd,  wei^e  fteh  to  exhibit.  This  notion  being  once  eftabli(h« 
cd,  a  thottfaThl  extravagancies  aro(e,  of  heding  difeofes,  of  pro- 
curing vi^ry,  aftd  of  feeing  future  events,  by  means  of  pretious 
ftbnes  4nd  otfier  lucid  fubftances.  See  Plin.  Nat.  Hist,  xxxvii. 
9.  lo.  Thtft  AipetftStioBS  vvere  fooA  ingrafted  into  the  Ara« 
bian  phHofephy,  from  Which  Ihey  vw^e  pr^pMgSted  (iifi  ^over  Eu- 
rope, and  continued  to  operate  even  fo  late  a^  thft  "n&efittity  <it^ 
periments  of  Dee  and  Kelly  *.  It  is  not  in  the  mean  time  at  all 
improbable,  that  the  Druidical  dodlrines  concerning  the  virtues 
of  ftones  were  derived  from  thefe  leflbns  of  the  Magi :  and 
they  are  ftill  to  be  traced  among  iSie  traditions  of  the  vulgar,  in 
thofe  parts  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  where  Druidifm  retained  its 
latcft  eftablifliments.  See  Martin's  West.  Isles,  p.  167.  225. 
And  Aubrey's  Miscell.  p.  128.  Lond.  S""*. 

Pag.  31.  Add,  "  Ifi  lord  Gower's  library,  there  is  a  thin 
oblong  manufcript  on  vellum,  containing  fome  of  Gower's 
jftefehis  Sli  li^,  Frehth^  ahd  ^Hgli(h>  fiy  <m  entry  i*  thb  firft 
ieitf,  in  ththmd^i^ii^gi  'iHi  tthd^Aht^gMmrt^  ^f  ThSflias 
lord  I^iitfax,  Grdrnftfell^  ^^Meral,-  aft  istiflfi^iittrial^,  arid  n  \wet 
ihd  trdlkaor^f  «  itippttairs,  «h«  <his  4i«dik 


tfi'V 


Asund  the  caiUesilled  with. nc^Yonuture  -  .  '^  He ^ave  ciremy- nine  <«0 dent  inaoH- 
of  gold  and  filter,  "  nccno»  lapidibus  fcHpli  td  the'Bodlribii  Bbfary,  "*oWb  df 
^  f>rMi)fif,  m  fibtin^mitidtim  iiaben<t  jwkkk  it  k1)esattful  jmmkAtttfaf.Qon- 
f*  dhixsJ*   G.  VineC  Iter.  Hiiitosoi«.      tx^s  Confeflio  Amantis.    )^hen.  the.  Ke- 

'cord- 
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was  prefcnted  by  the  poet  Gower,  about  the  year  1400,  to 
Henry  the  fourth ;.  and  that  it  was  given  by  lord  Fairfax  to  his 
friend  and  kinfman  fir  Thomas  Gower  knight  and  baronet,  in 
the  year  1656.  By  another  entry,  lord  Fairfax  acknowledges 
to  have  received  it,  in  the  fame  year,  js  a  prj?fent,  from  that 
learned  gentleman  Charles  Cedde  efquir^e,  of  faint  Andrews  in ' 
Scotland  :  and  at  the  end,  are  five  or  fix  Latin  anagrams  on 
Gedde,  written  and  figned  by  lord  Fairfax,  with  this  title, 
•*  In  NOMEN  venerandi  et  annofi  Amici  fbi  Caroli  Geddei." 
By  king  Henry  the  fourrfi  it  feems  to  have  been  placed  in  the 
royal  library:  it  appears  at  leaft  to  have  been  in  t^e  hands 
of  king  Henty  tfic  fcventh,  while  earl  of  Ridimond,  from  the 
name  Rychemond,  inferted  in  another  of  the  blank  leaves  at  the 
beginning,  and  explained  by  this  note,  '*  Liber  Henrici  feptimi 
-•*  tunc  Comitis  Richmond,  propria  manu  fcripfit.'*  This 
manufcript  is  neatly  written^  with  miniated  and  illuminated 
initials  :  and  contains  the  following  pieces.  L  A  Panegyric  in 
ftanzas,  with  a  Latin  prologue  or  rubric  in  feven  hexameters, 
on  king  Henry  the  fourth.  This  poem,  commonly  called  C^r^ 
men  de  pacts  Commendations  in  laudem  Henrici  quarti^  is  printed  in 

Chaucer's  Works,  iedit,  Urr.  p.  540. — H.  A  (hort  Latin 

poem  in  elegiacs  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  'beginning,  "  Rex  cceli 
**  deus  et  dominus  qui  tempora  folus.^'  [MSS.  Cotton.  Otho. 
D.  i.  4.]  This  is  followed  by  ten  other  very  (hort  pieces, 
both  in  French  and  Englifli,  of  the  fame  tendency. — IIL  Cin- 
KANTE  Balades,  or  Fifty  Sonnets  in  French.  P^rt  of  the 
firfl  is  illegible.  They  are  clofed  with  the  following  epilogue 
and  colophon. 

cord-tower  in  S.  Mary^s  abbey  atYorJc  ground«work  orDagdaIe'3  Monasticoit, 

was  accidentally  blown  up  in  the  gtand  confining  of  forty-nine 'large  folio  vo- 

rebellion^  he  offered  rewards  to  the  fid-  lqnies»  were  beqoeathed  b^  Fairfax  to  the 

diers  who  could  bring  him  fragments  of  fame  library.    Fairfax  al^.  when  Oxford 

the  fcattered  parchments.    I^ucUlyy  1idw«  was  ganifoned  Ivjk  the  parliamentary  forces, 

ever,   the   numerous  original   evidences  exerted  his  utmpft  diUgence  in  preferving 

lodged  in  this  repoiitory  had  bien  juft  be-  tbe  Bodleian  library  from  pillage ;  fo  that 

fere  tranfcribed  by  Roger  Dodfworth  ;  it  fuflfered  mnch  lefs,  than  when  that  city 

and  the  tranfcripu,  wmch  formed  the  was  in  the  poifeflion  of  the  royalifls. 

^        g  2  O  gentile 
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O  gentile  Engleterrc  a  toi  iefcrits. 
Pour  remembrer  ta  ioie  qeft  nouelle^ 
Qe  te  furvient  du  noble  Roy  Henris, 
Par  qui  dieus  ad  redrefte  ta  querele^ 
A  dieu  purceo  prient  et  cil  et  celle, 
Qil  de  la  grace^  au  fort  Roi  corone^ 
Doignit  peas^  honour^  ioie  et  profperite. 

Expliciunf  carmina  Jobis  Gawer  que  Gallice  compqfiia  B  a- 
LADEs  dicuntur.  —  IV.  Two  Ihort  Latin  poems  in  elegiacs. 
The  Firft  beginning,  '*  Ecce  patet  tenfus  ceci  Cupidinis  arcus\** 
The  Second,  '*  0  Natura  viri  potuit  quam  tolkre  netno.'' — ^V.  A 
French  poem,  imperfect  at  the  beginning.  On  the  Dignity  or 
Excellence  of  Marriage^  in  one  book.  The  fubjedt  is  illuflrated 
by  examples.  As  no  part  of  this  poem  was  ever  printed,  I 
tranfcribe  one  of  the  ftories. 

^aliter  Jafon  uxoremfuam  Medeam  relinquens^  Creufam  Creontis 
regis  Jiliam  Jibi  carnaliter  copukroit.     Verum  ipfe  ctim  dtiobus  J^Ot 
Juts  pojiea  inf or  functus  periit. 

Li  prus  Jafon  qeu  liile  de  Colchos 
Le  toifon  dor,  pour  laide  de  Medee 
Conquift  dont  il  donour  portoit  grant  loos 
Par  tout  le  monde  cncourt  la  rcnomee 
V  La  joefne  dame  oue  foi  ad  amenee 
De  fon  pays  en  Grece  et  lefpoufa 
Ffreinte  efpoufaile  dieus  le  vengera. 

Quant  Medea  meulx  qui  de  etre  en  repos 
Ove  fon  mari  et  qelle  avoit  porte 
Deux  fils  de  luy  lors  changea  le  purpos 
£1  quelle  Jafon  permer  fuifl  oblige 
11  ad  del  tout  Medeam  refufe 
Si  prift  la  file  au  roi  Creon  Creufa 
Ffrenite  efpoufaile  dieux  le  vengera. 

Medc^ 
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Medea  qot  le  coer  de  dolour  cloos 
En  fon  corous  ct  ceo  fuift  grant  pite 
Sas  joefnes  fils  queux  et  jadis  en  clos 
Veniz  fes  coftees  cnfi  com  forfcue 
Devant  fes  oels  Jafon  ele  ad  tue 
Ceo  qcu  fuift  fait  pecche  le  fortuna 
Ffrcnite  efpoufaile  dieux  le  vengera* 

Towards  the  end  of  the  piece,  the  poet  introduces  an  apology^ 
for  any  inaccuracies,  which,  as  an  Englifliman,  he  may  have 
committed  in  tHe  French  idiom. 

Al  univerfite  de  tout  le  monde 
JoH AN  GowER  cefte  Balade  evoie ; 
Et  fi  ieo  nai  de  Francois  faconde, 
Pardonetz  moi  qe  ieo  de  ceo  forfvoie. 
Jeo  fuis  Englois*:  fi  quier  par  tiele  voie 
Eftre  excufe  mais  quoique  mills  endie 
L'amour  parfait  en  dieu  fe  juftifie^ 

It  is  finifhed  with  a  few  Latin  hexameters,  viz.  ''  Quis  fit  vel 
*'  qualis  facer  order  connubialis."'  This  poem  occurs  at  the 
end  of  two  valuable  folio  manufcripts,  illuminated  and  on  vel- 
lum^  of  the  Confessio  Amantis,  in  the  Bodleian 
library,  viz.  MSS.  Fairfax,  iii.  And  NE.  F.  8.  g.  Alfo  in 
the  manufcript  at  All  Souls  college  Oxford,  MSS.  xxvi.  def- 
cribed  and  cited  above.  And  in  MSS.  Harl.  3869.  In  all 
thefe,  and^  I  believe,  in  many  others,  it  is  properly  conneded 
with  the  Confessio  Amantis  by  the  following  rubric 
«*  Puifqu'  il  ad  dit  cidevant  enENGLOis,par  voie  dfeflample,^ 
^*  la  fotie  de  ceUui  qui  par  amours  aimie  par  efpecial,  dirra  ore 
^<  apres  en  Francois  a  tout  le  mond  en  general  une  traitie 
<^  felonc  les  auAors,  pour  eflemplar  les  amants  mariez,  &lcJ^ 
It  begins, 

Le  creature  du  tout  creature. 

Bat 
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But  the  CiNQUANTE  Balades,  or  fifty  French  Sonnets 
abovementioned,  are  the  curious  and  valuable  part  of  lord 
Gower's  manufcript.  They  are  not  mentioned  by  thofe  who 
have  written  the  life  of  this  poet,  or  have  catalogued  his  works. 
Nor  do  they  appear  in  any  other  manufcript  of  Gowcr  which  I 
have  examined.  But  if  they  (hould  be  difcovered  in  any  other, 
I  will  venture  to  pronounce,  that  a  more  authentic,  unembar- 
raffed,  and  practicable  copy  than  this  before  us,  will  not  be 
produced :  although  it  is  for  the  piofl  part  unpointed,  and  ob- 
fcured  with  abbreviations,  and  with  thofe  mifpellings  which 
flowed  from  a  fcribe  unacquainted  with  the  French  language. 

To  fay  no.  more,  however,  of  the  value  which  thefc  little 
pieces  may  derive  from  being  fo  fearce  and  fo  little  known,  they 
have  much  real  and  intrinfic  merit.  They  are  tender,  pathetic, 
and  poetical  -,  and  place  our  old  poet  Gower  in  a  more  advan- 
tageous point  of  view  than  that  in  which  he  has  hitherto  been 
ufually  feen.  I  know  not  if  any  even  among  the  French  poets 
themfelves,  of  this  period,  have  left  a  fet  of  more  finifhed  fon- 
nets :  for  they  were  probably  written  when  Gower  was  a  young 
man,  abo»t  the  year  1350.  Nor  had  yet  any  Englifh  poet 
treated  the  paflion  of  love  with  equ^  delicacy  of  ientiment,  and 
elegance  of  compofition.  I  will  tranfcribe  four  of  thefc  balades 
as  corredUy  and  intelligibly  as  I  am  able :  althoogh  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  there  arc  fome  lines  which  I  do  not  oxaftly  comprehend. 


BaLADB      XXXVI. 

Pour  com^parer  ce  jdif  temps  de  Maij, 
Jeo  dirrai  iemblable  a  Paradis  ; 
Car  lors  chantoit  et  merle  et  pa^egai, 
Les  champs  font  vert;  les  herbes  font  floris ; 
Lors  eft  Nature  dame  du  paijs : 
Dont  Venus  j)oignt  Tanunt  a  tiel  affai,  « 

^ncontre  amour  nefi  qui  poet  dire  Nai. 

Quant 
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Quant  tout  ceo  voi,  et  que  ieo  penietai, 

Coment  Nature  ad  tout  le  cnood  furprifi, 

Dont  pour  le  temp$  fe  fait  xniiKHe  et  gti, 
Et  ieo  des  autres  Aiis  fpuleni  horfpris^ 
Com  al  qui  Cznz  amie  eft  vrais  aini8> 
Neft  pas  merviuk  lor^  £  ieo  meffxiast 

^ncontre  amour  nefi  qui  p^t  dirg  Nat. 
En  lieu  de  rofe,  urtie  cuillerai, 

Dont  mes  chapeals  fercai  par  tiel  devis^ 
Qe  tout  ioie  et  coafort  w>  Jeer  ait 
Si  celle  fouk  eu  qui  iai  mon  coer  vm^ 
Selonc  le  ponit  q€  iai  (owxd  requlst 
Ne  deigne  alegger  \t%  griefs  mals  qe  iai# 

^ncontrt  ^mMtr  vefi  fui  pott  dirt  JW»* 
Pour  pite  querre  et  povrchacer  iatris, 
Va  ten  balade  ou  ieo  tenvoierai^ 
Qore  en  certain  ieo  Iai  trefcien  apris 

^ncontre  amour  neji  qui  poet  dire  Nai. 


Balade    xxxit. 

Saint  Valentii^  TAiBOur/  «t  la  Nature^ 
Des  touts  oifeals  ad  en  goueri>en)«nt,    . 
Dont  chafcun  deaux^  iembiable  a  &  jtBcfiise^ 
Un  compatgoe  boncfle  a  ion  talcat 
Eilift,  tout  dun  accord  et  dua  aflen^ 
Pour  celle  foule  laift  a  coveoir; 
Toutes  les  autres  car  mature  aprent 
Ou  li  coers  efi  k  ic^rps  fait  oicitM 
Ma  doulce  Dame,  enfi  ieo  vous  aflure^ 
Qe  ieo  vous  ai  (silieu  fembjableme&ta 
Sur  toutes  autres  cftes  a  deflUre 
De  mon  amour  fi  trcifentierementf 
Qe  liens  y  fait  pourquoi  ioioufemen|^ 


De 


Ma  volente  ferroit.tout  tielement 
Qe  fans  envie  et  danger  de  la  gent^ 
Nous  porroions  enfemble  pour  loifir 
Voler  tout  francs  en  votre  elbatement 
Ou  H  coers  eft  k  corps  fait  oMr. 
Ma  belle  oifel,  vers  qui  mon  penfement 
Seu  vole  ades  fanz  null  contretenir 
Preu  ceft  efcript  car  ieo  fai  voirement 
Ou  It  coers  eft  k  corps  fait  obeir. 

Balad  £     XLill. 

Plufhicherous  qe  Jafon  a  Medcc, 
A  Deianire  ou  q'  Ercules  eftoit^ 
Plus  q'  Eneas  q'  avoit  Dido  laflee. 
Plus  qe  Thefeus  q*  Adriagne ""  amolt, 
Ou  Demophon  qut  Phillis  oubliot, 
Te  trieus,  helas,  qamer  iadis  foloie, 
Dont  chanterai  defore  en  mon  endroit 
Ceji  ma  dolour  qcfuift  amicois  majoie. 
Unques  Edor  qama  Pantafilee  % 

En  tiele  hafte  a  Troie  ne  farmoit, 
Qe  tu  tout  mid  nes  deniz  le  lit  couche 
Amis  as  toutes  quelques  venir  doit, 
Ne  poet  chaloir  mais  qune  fefnme  y  foit. 
Si  es  comuQ  plus  qe  la  halte  voie, 
Helas,  qe  la  fortune  me  de^oit. 
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De  Lancelot '  fi  fuiiietz  remembrav 

£t  de  TriflanSt  com  il  (e  countenc^t^ 
Gcncridcs%  Fflorent^  ypzx  TonopeV 
Chafcun  des  ceaux  &  loiake  gardoit ; 
Mais  tu,  helas^  qeft  ieo  qe  te  fbrfvoit 
De  moi  qa  toi  iamm  mill  iour  falibie^ 
Tu  es  a  large  et  ieo  fui  en  deiixoit, 

Ce/i  ma  dobur  qtftdjh  amicois  majoU. 
Des  toutz  les  mals  tu  qea  le  plus  maloit» 
Cefte  compleignte  a  ton  oraiUc  entroic 
Sante  me  kift,  et  langour  mc  reeoifr 

Ceji  ma  dolour  jejiiifi^  amkois  majeU. 

Balade     XX. 
Si  com  la  nief,  quant  le  fort  vent  tempefte^ 
Pur  halte  mier  fe  torna  ci  et  la^ 
Ma  dame^  enfi  mon  coer  manit  en  tempeftc, 
Quant  le  danger  de  vo  parrole  orra, 
Le  nief  qe  votre  bouchc  foufHera, 
Me  fait  figler  fur  le  peril  de  vie, 

^Jl  en  danger  fait  quil  merafuppKen 
Rois  UljTxes,  ficom  nos  dift  la  Geflc» 
Vers  fon  paiis  dc  Troie  qui  figla. 
Not  tiel  paour  du  peril  et  mokfte^ 

^  ^  8if  Luncelbc's  intrigue  with  Geneara,      our  author's  Confzsiio  Amahtu^  Lib. 
line;  Arthur's  queen,    and  fir  Triftram      iii.  fol.  48.  a  col.  1.  feq.  Lib.  viii.  foL 


Bel  Ifoulde,  incidents  ia^  Aithur's  i;;.  a  col.  i.  fiu).    And  in  the  6ista 

romance,  are  made  the  fubjed  of  ooe  of  Rqmanorum.   [See  fupr.  p.  3u]   Percf 

the  ftories  of  the  French  poem  juft  cited»  [Num.  2.]  recites  a  Romance  called  La 

visk  BONB  FLoaENCB  DE  RoMB,  which  begins, 

Commes  font  la  croniqne  et  liftoire  As  ferre  as  men  ride  or  gon. 

De  Lancelot  it  Trillrans  enfement,  kc.  j  ^^^  ^^^  jf  ^j,  y^^  Shakefpeare's  Flo- 

•  This  name,  of  which  I  know  nothing,  rentius,  or  Florentio,  Tam,  Shr.  i.  5, 

"'?ctsr''4';;r -B.,...  t...  b.  *.»«».»  ~.  f..........  i.^ 

IS  founded  on  the  Aoiy  of  Florent»  a  ^  That  is  Partenope,  or  Farthenopeos, 

kni^t  of  Rome,  who  deUyers  the  king  of  one  of  Statius's  heroes,  on  whom  there  it 

Sicily*s  daughter  from  the  enchantments  an  old  Fiench  romance..  [See  fupr.  voL  i* 

of  her  flepmother.    Hit  flory  is  alfo  in  p^  123.] 

Vol.  !!•  .  h  Quant 
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Quant  Ics  Scrcines  en  fa  micr  pafla, 
Et  la  danger  de  Circes  efchapa, 
Qe  le  paour  neft  plus  de  ma  partie, 

^ft  en  danger  fait  quil  tnerajupplie^ 
Danger  qui  tolt  damour  tout  la  feftc, 
Unques  un  mot  de  confort  ne  fona, 
Ainz  plus  cruel  qe  neft  la  fiere  befte 
Au  point  quant  danger  me  refpondera. 
La  chiere  porte  et  quant  le  nai  dirra, 
Plufqub  la  mort  meftoie  celle^oie 

^le/i  en  danger  fait  quil  mfrafupplie.  i 

Vers  vous,  ma  bone  dame,  horfpris  cella, 
Qe  danger  manit  en  votre  compainie, 
Ceft  balade  en  mon  meflage  irra 

^ejl  en  danger  fait  quil  merafupplie. 

For  the  ufe,  and  indeed  the  knowledge,  of  this  manufcript, 
I  am  obliged  to  the  unfolicited  kindnefs  of  Lord  Trentham  i  a 
favour  which  his  lordihip  was  pleafed  to  confer  with  the  mod 
polite  condefcenfion^ 

Pag.  31.  Notes,  col.  2.  L  5.  Add,  "  A  Greco-barbarous 
tranflation  of  the  romance  of  Apollonius  of  Tyre  was  m^de 
by  one  Gabriel  Contianus%  a  Grecian,  about  the  year  1500,  as 
appears  by  a  manufcript  in  the  imperial  library  at  Vienna  * ;  and 
printed  at  Venice  in  1503.  [See  vol.  i.  p.  350,]  Salviati,  in 
his  Avverttmenti^  mentions  an  Italian  fomance  on  this  fubje<a^ 
which  he  fuppofes  to  have  been  written  about  the  year  1330. 
Lib.  ii.  c.  12.     Velfer  firft  publifhed  this  romance  in  Latin  at 

*  r«)8ei«A  iui[tm%>.  Pcrfiaps  Km^uilif^*.  metre  of  the  fifteenth  century  or  there- 

*  Lambecc.  Catal*  Bibl.  Casaiu  abouts,  viz.  TJhi  L$v€s  •/  Heit^eriusi 
Neflclii  SoppL.  torn.  i.  p.  341.  MSS.  De/cription  of  the  dtj  of  Venice  \  The  R§» 
Grace.  ccxliV.  ' (Vind:  et  Norinb.  1 690.  ^MHce  of  Florius  and  Piatzflera ;  Tte  BUnd* 
fol.)  Pr..  •«  lA%H\m  r»  IurS  ;t?'«-"  ^ »n.  mfs  and  Beggary  of  Belijarius ;  The  Trwjam 
**  TUlniiH'ifiut$;^t^Uritfi^tnXKBfltM9y,8cc.**  JTar;  Of  Hell;  0/ an  Earthfuake  in  th$ 
This  is  in  profe.  But  under  this  clafs  of  Ifli  of  Crete,  8cc.  Thefc  were  all  written 
the  imperial  library,  Neflclius  recites  many  at  the  refloration  of  Learning  in  Italy; 
manufcript  poems  in  the  Greco-barbaroua  [Sec  vol.  i.  p,  348.  350.] 
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A'ufburgh,  in  1595^  4'**.  The  ftory  is  here  much  more  ele- 
gantly told,  than  in  the  Gesta  Romanorum.  In  Godfrey  of 
Viterbo's  Pantheon,  it  is  in  Leonine  verfe.  There  has  been 
even  a  German  tranflatjon  of  this  favorite  tale,  viz.  "  Hiftoria 
^*  AppoLLONiiTYRiJEet  SidoniaB  regis  ex  Latino  fermone  in 
**  Germanicum  tranflata.  Auguft.  VindeL  apud  Gintherum 
**  Zaincr,  1471.  fol.'*  At  the  end  is  a  German  colophon,  im- 
porting much  the  fame. 

Pag.  41.  Not.  ^  Dele  "  author  of  the  Lives  of  the  Dra- 
matic Poets."     [The  author  of  the  Account  of  the  Eng- 
usH  Dramatic  Poets,  was  Gerard  the  fon  of  doftor  Lang- 
Baine,    provoft  of  Queen's  college,  Oxford.     This  book  was 
firft  publiflied  under  the  title  of  Momus  triumphans,  Lond. 
,1687.  4*%     Five  hundred  copies  were  quickly  fold ;  but  the 
jemJtinder  of  the  imprefSon  appeared  the  next  year  with  a  new 
Jtitle,  A  new  Catalogue  of  EngliJIj  Plays^  containing  comedies^  &c* 
JLond.  1688.  4'\    The  author  at  length  digefted  his  work  anew 
.with  great  acceffions  and  improvements,  which  he  entitled  as 
above; An  Account  of  the  English  Dramatick  Poets, 
,&c.  Oxon.  1691.  S"""*.     This  book,  a  good  ground-work  for  a 
new  publication  on  the  lame  fubjeft  and  plan,  and  which  has 
.merit  as  being  the  firft  attempt  of  the  kind,  was  reprinted  by 
Curl,  with  flimzy  additions,  under  the  condudt  of  Giles  Jacob, 
,a  hero  of  the  Dunciad,  Lond.  1719.  S""*.     Our  author,  after  a 
claflical  education,  was  firft  placed  with  a  bookfeller  in  London; 
;buf  at  fixteen  years  of  age,  in,  1672,.  he  became  a  gentleman 
commoner  of  Univerfity  college  in  Oxford.  His  literature  chiefly 
^confifted  in  a  knowledge  of  the  novels  and  plays  of  various 
:  languages ;  and  he  was  a  conftant  and  critical  attendant  of  the 
jplay-houfes  for  many  years.     Retiring  to  Oxford  in  the  year 
.1690,  he  died  the  next  year;  having  amaffed  a  colledion'of 
;  more  than  a  thoufand  printed,  plays,  mafques,  and  interludes.} 

Pag.  54.  ^Notes,  col.  2.  1.  19.  Add,  "  The  moft  antient 
complete  French  copy  of  La  Danse  Macabre  was  printed 
in  folio  at  Lyons,  in  1499,  together  with  fome  other  fliort  fpi- 

h  2  ritual 
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ritual  pieces,  under  the  title  La  Grand  Dansib  Macabre  del 
bommes  et  des  femmes  bijlortie^  mnc  de  beaux  dits  en  Latin  et  bd^ 
tains  en  Franfois^  &c.     To  this  work  Erafmus  alludes  in  the 
third  book  ctf  his  Ratio  Concionandi,   where  he  iaj%^ 
«'  Quin  et  vulgares  rhetortftae  cenfuerunt  hoc  decus,  qm  intetr 
•'  dum  verfihus  certo  numero  comprehenfis,  pro  claufula,  ac- 
«'  cinunt  brevem  et  argutam  fententiani,  velut  in  Rhj^hmis 
^<  quos  Gallus  quifpiam  edidit  in  Choream  Mortis/'  torn. 
V.  Opp.  pag.  1007.     Naude  calls  this  allegory,  '*  Chorea  ab 
**  exin>io  Macabro  edita/'   Mascur.  p.  224.     I  believe  the 
firft  Latin  edition,  that  of  Pierre  Defrey  which  I  have  men« 
tioned,  was  printed  at  Troyes  in  1490,  not  1460.    The  French 
have  an  old  poena,  partly  on  the  fame  idea.  La  Danse  des 
AvEUGLES,  under  the  condudfc [of  Love,  Fortune,  and  Deaths 
written  by  Pierre  Michault,  about  the  year  1466.     See  Mem^ 
Acad.  Inscript.  et  Bel.  Let.  ii.  742.    And  Goujet,  Bibl. 
Fr.  ix.  358.     In  De  Bure's  Bibliographie  Instructive, 
<m  older  but  lefs  perfedt  edition  of  Le  Danfe  Macabre  is  recited, 
printed  at  Paris  in 'i486,  for  Guyot  Marchant.  fol.     In  this 
edition  the  French  rhymes  are  faid  to  be  by  Michel  Marot* 
torn.  i.   p.  512.  num.  3109.  Bell.  Lettr.     He  has  cata- 
logued all  the  antient  editions  of  this  piece  in  French,  which 
are  many.     Pierre  Defrey  abovementioned  wrote  a  French  ro- 
mance called  La  Genealogie,  on  Godfrey  of  Bonloigiu 
Paris,  151 1,  fol. 

Pag.  103.  ToNot.\  Add,  ^*  Thcfe  British  Lais^  of 
which  I  have  given  ipecimens  at  the  beginning  of  the  first 
Dissertation,  and  of  which  fir  Launpal  is  one,  are  dis- 
covered to  have  been  tranflated  into  French  from  the  language 
of  Armorican  Bretagne,  about  the  thirteenth  century,  by  Marie  a 
Ffench  poetefs,  who  made  die  tranilation  of  Esop  abovemen- 
tioned. See  Cant.  T.  vol.  iv.  p.  165.  edit.  1775.  But  Marie's 
was  not  the  only  Colledion  of  British  Lais,  in  French:  as 
appears,  not  only  from  the  earl  of  Tholouse,  but  hy  the 

roipance 
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tomance  of  Em  are^  a  tranflation  fiom  :the  French^  ndiich  ioM 
this  iimilar  pafiage,  8t.  ult. 

Thys  ys  on  of  Brytayne  h^es 
That  was  ufcd  of  om  daycs, 

MSS.  Cotton.  Calig,  Ali.  fol.  69.  (fcef,  70-)  The  Sono 
of  SIR  GowTHER  is  faid  by  the  writer  to  he  taken  from  one  of 
the  Layes  of  Brytayne:  and  in  another  place  he  calls  his  ftory 
the  frft  Lnye  of  Britanye.  MSS.  Reg.  17  B.  adfiil.  Chaucer's 
Frankelein's  Tale  was  alfo  a  Br^tagne  L^iAJtr.  p,  107, 
In  the  Prologue  he  fays. 

The  olde  gentill  Bretons  in  tiieir  daycs 
Of  divers  aventoures  madin  their  'Ltyes^ 
Rymeyed  firft  in  their  owne  Breton  tonge, 
Whiche  layis  with  ther  inftruments  thei  fonge. 

Here  he  tranflates  from  Marie^  although  this  flory  is  not  in  her 
manufcript,  viz.  fol.  i8i.  . 

Li  auntien  Bretun  curteis. 

But  in  his  Dr£ME>  he  feems  to  have  copied  her  Lay  of 
Elidus.  [See  Diff.  i.]  To  the  Britijb  Lais  I  would  alfo 
refer  La  Lai  du  Corn,  which  begins, 

De  un  aventure  ci  avint 

A  la  court  del  bon  rei  Artii8« 

MSS.  DiGB.  86.  Bibl.  Bodl.  membran.  4^%  It  probably  exifted 
before  the  year  1 300.  The  ftory,  which  noiuch  refemWcs  the 
old  French  metrical  romance,  called  Le  Court  Mantel,  is 
(lightly  touched  in  Morte  Arthur.  ii«  33.  A  magical  horq, 
richly  garnifhed,  the  work  of  a  fairy,  is  brought  by  a  beautiful 
boy  riding  on  a  fleet  courfer,  to  a  fumptuous  feaft  held  at  Car* 
leon  by  king  Arthur,  in  order  to  try  the  fidelity  of  the  knights 

and 
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ftnd  ladies-y  .who.are  iii  number  fiscty  thoufand.     Thofe  who  are 

falfe,  in  drinking  from  this  horn,  fpill  their  wine.  The. only 
fuccefsful  knight,  or  he  who  accomplifhcs  the  adventure,  is 
Garaduc  or  Cradok.  I  will  here  give  the  defcription  of  the 
horn* 

,     ;     — . —  Un  dauncel  K  .  - ,  , 

Mout  avenaunt  et  bel, 

Seur  lin  cheval  corant. 

En  palleis  vint  eraunt: 

Eh  fa  main  tont  un  cor 
"A  qiiatre  behdel  de  or, 

Ci  com  etoit  diveure      '    •        * 

Entaillez  de  ad  <rifure ', 

Peres  ici  ont  affifes,    . 

<^  en  le  or  furent  mifes^ 

.Berreles  et  fardoines, 

"Et  riches  calcedoines ; 


*  More  propcrFy  written  daumtel^  or 
ianziU  As  in  the  old  French  romance  of 
Garin. 

£t  li  dcmxel  qae  Bues  ot  norris*     ^ 

•  And  in  other  places.  So  our  king  Richard; 
the  firft»  in  a  fragment  of  one  of  his  Pro- 

•  vencaal  fbnnets* 

£  lou  d9HZil  de  Thufcana* 

"  For  Boyi  Tufcany  is  the  country/^    In 
Spanifh»  Ijq  DomuU.    See  Andr.   Bofch, 
DeU  7it$ls  di  honor  de  Catbalanya.   L.  iii. 
c.  3.  S*  >6*    ^^  ^^^^  ^^  t^(^  ¥^.^^e8»: 
the  word  is  retrained    to   the  fenfe  of 

^qusK^.  It. is  from  the  Latin  domicel- 
vvs»    Frolflart'calls  Richard  the  fecond, 

^when  priftcci  of  Wales/'  Le  jeune  Damoi* 
««  y^/Tlichart.**  tom,  i.  cr.  3^5. 
i  ',  Or  Bather  triforc   Undotabtedly  from 
(hp  Latin  'tn/onum^  &   rich  ornamented. 

*«dge  or  bofdcr. "  The  Latin  t)fteti  bccnrs 

jwiaer  Dd'g^ale's  iNVSKToir  '  of  fain$ 
PauFs,  in  the  NJonasticon,  viz.  "  Mor- 
;;•  ftts  [a  buckle]  W,  de  Ely  argcntcut, 


**  crefta  ejus  argentea^  cum  triforio 
**  cxtcritis  aureo  et  lapilHs  infitiSt  &c/' 
torn.  iii.  EccL,  Cath.  p.  309.  Taipo- 
i^lATus  repeatcsfdry  occurs  in  the  fame 
page,  as  thus.  '*  Morfus  Petri  de  Blois 
**  TRiFoaiATUS  de  auro."— •*  Medio 
^*  circulo  [of  a  buckle]  aorato,  trifo* 
^  RiATO,  infertp  groflts  lapidibut,  &€•'* 
.— ''  Cum  multis  lapidibus  et  perlis  infitis 
>'^^  in  limbis,  et  quadraturis  trifhora^tds 
•*  aurcis,"  &c.  Sec.  ibid.  p.  309.  et  fcq. 
It  is  fometimes  written  triforia.  As, 
**  Pannus  cujtis  campus  purpureus»  cum 
^  kiv  liilia  in  longitudine  ad  modum  tri- 
•'  for  I A  contextis."  ibid.  p.  326.  col.  2. 
Trifure,  in  the  text,  may  be  literaUj 
'interpreted  jewel-^nvork*  As  in  Chron. 
S.  Dion.  torn.  iii.  Colled.' Hiftor.  Franc, 
p.  183.  **  n  edoient  de  fin  or  eimere  et 
*.*  aomii6  de  txt%  riches  pierres  preclenles 
"  i* uire  [oBuvrc]  trifhoire."  Which 
Aimon  calls/^^gemmifque  ornata  Opirgin^ 
^  y^lufyrw,"  that  is,  ^wori  emifiJHmi  ofjewtb 
Jit  in,  De  G  e  s  t.  F  r  an  c.  Lib.  u. 
'cap.  ix.  p,  44.  G.  ecfit  Parif.  1603.  foL 
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•  "  .  *  !I1  f u  fuil  de  oIliELunt/  :       '^  -Ir  ■  ^ 

Ounques  ne  ni  ii  graunt^    . 

Ne  fi  fort,  ne  fi  bcl, 
^  Defus  ontiin  ancl,        ;   :    . 

Neclc  dc  ad  argent,  !      ,     .    .  :    * 

.    .  Efchelettes  il  ont  cent 

Perfcftees  de  or  fin,  . 

En  le  tens  Conftantin, 
/  .  "i  Les  fift  une  Fee,  '  . 

Qu  preuz  ert,  et  fence, 
/  :.;  E  le  corn  deftina  <  .         ^ 

Si  cum  vous  orres  ja : . 

Qu  four  le  corn  ferroit 

Un  petit  de  foun  doit, 

Ses  efchelettes  cent       , 

Soun^nt  tant  douceipent,.  :  . 

Qu  harpe  ne  viele 
.  .  Ne  deduit  dc  pucelle, 

Ne  Sereignc  du  mer  * 

.Neil  tele  defcontcn       ' 

Thefe  lines  mity'  be  thus  ihterpreted.  /'  A  boy,  vefy  graceful 
••  and  beautiful,  mounted  on  a  fwift  horfe,  came  into  the  pa- 
lace of  king  Arthur.  He  bore  in  his  hand  a  horn,  having 
•  four  bandages  of  gold  5  it  was  made  of  ivory,  engraved  with 
trtfoire:  many  pretious  ftones  wdre  fet  in  the  gold,  beryls, 
■fardonyces,  and  rich  chalcedonies :  it  was  of  elephant  [ivory] : 
nothing  was  ever  fo  grand,  fo  ftrong,  or  i<>  beautiful :  at 
*•  bottom  was  ^  ring  [or  rim]  \yrought  of  filver ;  where  were 
<•  hanging  an  hundred  little  bells,-  framed  of  fine  gold,  in  the 
•*  days  of  Conftantine,  by  a  Fairy,  brave  and  wife,  for  the 
**  purpofe  which  ye  have  juft  hicard  me  relite.  If  any  one 
**  gently  ftruck  the  horn  with  his  finger^  the  hundred  bells 
**  founded  fo  fweetly,  that  neither  harp  nor  viol,  nor  the  fports 
**  of  a  virgin,  nor  the  fyrens  of  the  fea,  could  ever  give  fuch 
^^  mufic/'  The;  author^of  this  isdi  is  one  Robert  Bikez,  as 
.   .....   .^.0  *i  .  y^  ^  .  \     I   .•  -'appeara 
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appears  by  the  laft  lines  $  in  which:,  the  horn  h  (aid  ftill  to  be 
feen  at  Cirencefter,  From  diif  tale  ctmct Ariofto's  Enchanted 
Cup^  Orl  Furios.  xlii.  ga.  AndFoiitiAie-a  La  Coups  En« 
chanteA.  From  the  CouRx  Mantel^  z  fi&ion  of  the 
fame  tendency,  and  which  ^wa$  common  among  the  Wel(h 
bardsj  Spenfer  borrowed  the  wondof  ul  virtcKs'and  effe<9:s  of  his 
Florimel's  Girdle,  iv.  5-.  j.  Both  fioriet  are  connefitoi' 
in  an  antient  Ballad  publifhedby  Penry.  vokiiL  p.  i. 

In  the  Digby  manufcript,  which  contaios  Ld  Las  du  Canh 
are  many  other  curious  chan&ns,  romantic^  allegorical^  and 
legendary,  both  in  old  French  and  <dd:  EagUdiu  I  will  here 
exhibit  the  rubrics,  or  titles^  of  the  moft  remarkable  pieces^ 
and  of  Jfuch  as  feem  moft' likely  to  throw  l%bt  On  the  fubje<3i 
or  alluiions  of  our  antient. £ngli(k  poetryv  Le  Romaunz  Peres 
Aunfour  [Alfonfe]  coment  il  apPt^  et  cb^^JmJMf  beknunt.  [See 
Notes  to  Canterb.  T.  .^<528.  voL  iv.]:  J9f  im  demiam.— 
De  un  bon  ami  enttr.  —  De  unjage  hmam^et  deifoL — De  uti 
gopil  et  de  un  muL — De  un  vtn  ec  de  unckrc — Ikmn  ibomme  et  de 
une  ferpente  et  de  un  gopil. — De  unroi  et  de  un  verjifiour. — De  it 
clercs  efcoliers.  —  De  un  prodom^  et  4e  fi^mal^femm.  —  Del  enpm 

defemme  del  neJons.^ Del  ejpee.  autre- enffn  dtfmmt^-  .  ■  ■■ 

De  un  toy  et  de  un  fableour. --De  une  veilfe  if  de  tme  Ufettem 

t De  la  gile  de  la  per  e  el  pin.   1        Be  un  frodfenmt  ban* 

tiintije.     [  Pr.  "  Un  Efpagnol  ceo  vy  counter/*  ] De  it 

menefirius.  [i.e.  Minftrels.]— : — De  une  roy  et  de  Platowe.-"^^'^ 
X>eun  vilein  de  i  hu  et  de  un  gapil.  —  De  un  rey/ol  large. — De 
nraimound  mal  ejquier. — De  Soerates  et  de  roi  Aljfaundre.^ — Derei 
Alifiundre  et  de  i  pbitofophe. — De  un  pbUoJofel  et  del  alme. — Ci 
commence  k  romaunz  de  Enfer^  Le  Sounge  Kduf  de  Hodenge  de  le 
vote  denfer.  [Ad  calc.  ^*  Rauf  de  Hodeng,  iaunz  men(bung(i»— r 
Qu  cefl  romaunzfiift  de  fiih'fonge.''  See  Verdierj  BiBt..  Fr«  tSu 
394.  V,  394.  Paris,.  lyj^^y-^Deun  v^dkf  qui  foutint  dames  et 
dammai/ales. — De  Romme  et  de  Gerufakm. — La  his  du  cam.-^ 
Le  fabel  del  gelous. — Ci  comenee  la  berthurnee^^r-La  we  de  w^ 
vaillet  amerous. — De  mi  ^  ^  .  •  [Pn  llUft  rois  eftoit.  de 
"  graunt  pouer/']— Hw  Jbeu  Crifi  berewede  belk,  &c.    [Sec 

vd. 
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vol.  ii,  p.  207.]— J>  XV  Jingnes  [fignes]  ie  domefdaj.  [Pr, 
«*  Fiftcene  toknen  ich  tellen  may."  Compare  vol.  i.  p.  219JI— 
Ci  comence  la  vie  feint  Euftace  ci  ant  nam  Placidas. 

[Pr.  •^  AUe  J?at  lovej?  godes  lore 

•*  Olde  and  yongc  laffc  and  more/' 

Sec  MS.  Vernon,  fol.  170.  ut  fupr.]  —^Le  diz  de  feint  Ber^ 
nard.  [Pr.  <*  |?e  bleffingc  of  hevenc  kinge."]  —  Vbifont  ci  ante 
nan  fwrount.  [In  Englifh.]— r^ — Cbaunpn  de  nofire  dame.  [Pr. 
*^  Stond  wd  modcr  omider  rode."]  — Here  beginnetb  tbefawe  rf^ 
font  Bedepreeji.  [Pr.  **  Holi  goft  Yi  mipttJy^-Coment  lefhunter 
n$tre  dame  fu  primes  cuntrone.  [Pr.  "  Luedi  fwete  and  milde.^J 
^-^Les  .  .  .  feines  de  enfen.  [Pr.  **  Oiez  Seynoura  une  de* 
«•  mande."] — -he  regret  de  Maxitman.  [Pr.  **  HerkencJ^  to  mi 
^  ron."  MSS.  Harl.  2253.  f.  82.  See  vol.  i.  p.  32.]  —  C% 
comence  k  cujitent  par  entre  le  mavis  et  laruffinoU.  [Pr.  **  Somer 
*'  is  cumen  wij?  love  to  tonne.'*  See  vol.  i.  p.  30.}— Q/*  the 
fix  and  ef  the  "Wolf.  [Pr.  "  A  vox  gon  out  of  ^  wode  go.**)— 
Mending  tie  hmde.  [MSS.  Harl.  12253.  89.  fbl.  1^5.]  --^X/^ 
fnroerbes  delvihm. — Let  miracles  de  feint  liiciioLA%.--^Ragemon 
le  bm.^^-Chancun  delfecle.  [In  Engli{h.]--«-Cy  commence  le  fabk 
et  la  amrtife  de  damefri  .  .  •  [Pr.  ♦•  Aa  I  com  \fi  an  waie.**]— 
isc  noms  de  un  leure  Engleis.  [i.  e.  The  names' of  the  Hare  in 
Engli{h.}-^C/^)Bi^inr/  la  ^e  nofire  dame. — Cicamence  le  do&rijud 
de  enfeignemems  de  cnrteife.  ---^Ci  comence  tes  Aves  noujlre  dame.--^ 
De  ii  cbevalers  torts  he  phnderent  aroune.  --^Bonne  prieur  a  no/he 
feigneur  Jbu  Crift.  —  Ci  comence  lefcrit  de  ii  dames.  — Hie  incipit 
emfmcm  inter  carpus  et  animam^  [A  Dialogue  in  Englifh  verfe  be- 
tween a  body  laid  on  a  bier  and  Ita  Soul.  Pr^  ^^  Hon  on  •  .  .  . 
^«  ftude  I  ftod  an  lutdi  «fcri«  to  here.^}-~Ci  commence  la  manor e 
foio  le  amour  efl  pmr  ajfiver^  [Pvl' ^  Love  is  fpft^  love  is  fwete, 
••  \ovti&  got^iyrzK.'^y^^^'^  This 

manufcript  feems  tO'  have  been  writteif  about  year  1304.  Ralph 
Houdain,  whi^e  poem  caU«d  Vision  d'Enper  it  contains* 
vorote  about  tfei^jear  lAjo^ 

Vol.  n.  i  The 
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The  word,  Lai,  I  believe,  was  applied  to  any  fobjedt  and 
fignified  only  the  veriification.  Thus  we  have  in  the  Bodleian 
library  La  Lumere  as  Lais,  par  Mejlre  Pierre  de  Feccbam. 

Vcrai  deu  omnipotent 
Keftes  fin  et  commencement. 

MSB.  BoDL    399.     It  is  a  fyftem  of  theology  in  this  fpecits 
of  metre. 

.  Pag.  121.  To  Not.  \  Add,  •*  In  Jean  Petit's  edition  in  15^5, 
and  perhaps,  in  that  of  1485,  of  Premierfaid's  tranflation  of 
the  Decameron,  it  is  faid  to  be  tranflated  from  Latin  into 
French.   But  Latin  here  means  Italian.   Hence  a  miftake  arofi^ 
that  Boccacio  wrote  his  Decameron  in  Latin.     The  Italiant 
as  I  have  before  obferved,  was  antiently  called  Bvolgare  Latmo. 
Thus  the  French  romance  of  Meliadus  de  Leonnois  ir 
£ud  to  be  tranjlati  du  Latin,  by  Ruflicien  de  Piia,  edit.  Par. 
J532.  folt     Thus  alfo  Gyron.le  Courtois  is  called  a  vcr- 
fion  from  the  Latin.    [Supr.  vol.  ii.  p.  ii7.]    M.'de  la  Mon« 
noye  obferves,.  ^'  Que  quand  on  trouve  que  certains  vieux  Ro- 
<^  MANS  ont  ^te  traduits  de  Latin  en  Fran9ois,  par  Luces  de 
f<  Salefberies,  Robert  de  Borron,  Ruflicien  de  Piia,  ou  autres^ 
<^  cela  fignifie  que  9'  a^t^  dItalien  en  Fran9ois."   Rem.  au 
BiBL.  Fr.  du  La  Croix  du  Maine,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p*  33-  ediu 
1772.   [See  fupr.  Addit.  ad  p.  15.  i.]     Premierfaidt's  French 
Pe.cameron,  which  be  calls  Cameron,  is  a  moft  wittched 

caricature  of  the  original.  

Pag.  148.  Not.  coL  2.  1.  4.  For  "  1115,"  Read  ^'  ioi5.'V 
Pag.  153.  To  Not.  •.  Add,  '  ^  I.  have  received  fome  notices 
front)  the  old  regifters  .of  faint  Ewin's  church  at  Briftol,  an«» 
tiently  called  the.  Mi nstkr^  .which  import, .that  thfc  church 
pavement  was  ,w^4/  agai&ft  th^i^oming  of -Jung  Bdward/.  Btit 
this  does  not  at  aU  prove  or  imply)  that  ^^  king  fat  at  the  grett 
tnynjlerr  windowe  to  &e  the  g^U^nt  Ldncafttian^  Baldwint  pais  to 
the  fcaffold;  a circun^ftanc^s^js^dniveryfimprobabfeoac;,  mra*? 
tioned  in  Rowlie's  pretended  poem  oa  {h«B  £d:jefi;«  .Tlie  notice 
-     '  f  A.  .,"      at 
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at  mofl:  will  prove  only>  that  the  king  af&fted  at  mafs  in  thia 
church,  when  he  came  to  Briftol.  Nor  is  it  improbable,  that 
the^other  churches  of  Brifliol  were  cleaned,  or  adorned,  at  the 
coming  of  a  royal  gueft.  Wanter,  above  quoted,  is  evidently 
wrong  in  the  date  1463,  which  ought  to  be  1461,  or  1462. 
.pag.  156.  Notes,  col.  2.  To  !•  9.  Add  "I  have  obferved, 
but  for  what  reafon  I  know  not,  that  faint  Ewin's  church  at 
Briftol  Was^  tailed  )iKt  minjler.  I,  however,  fufpeft,  that  the 
p(>et  here  means  Briftol  cathedral.  He  calls,  with  his  accuf- 
tpmed  mifapplication  of  old  words,  Worcefter  cathedral  the 
mihfter  of  our  ladie^  infr.  p.  160.  But  I  do  not  think  this  was 
a.commoQ  appellation  for  that  church.  In  Lydgate's  Life  o# 
Saini;'  A'tlBAN,  Minfter  is  ufed  in  its  firft  £(mple  acceptation. 
MSS.  Coll.  Trin.  Oxon.  Num.  xxxviii.  fol.  19. 


Seynt  Albone 


Of  that  mynftre  leyde  the  firft  ftone. 

That  15/  of  faint  Alban's  monaftery. 

Pag.  164.  To  the  end  of  the  Sedion,  Add,  "  What  is  here 
faid  of  Rowlie,  was  ijot  only  written,  but  printed,  almoft  two 
years  before  the  correft  and  complete  edition  of  his  Poems  ap- 
peared. Had  I  been  apprifed  of  that  publication,  I  fhould  have 
been  much  more  fparing  in  my  fpecimens  of  thefe  forgeries^ 
which  had  been  communicated  to  me  in  manufcript,  and  which 
J  imagined  I  was  imparting  to  my  readers  as  curiofities.  I  had 
as  yet  feen  only  a  few  extracts  of  thefe  poems ;  nor  were  thoi^ 
tranifcripts  which  I  received^  always  exad.  Circumftaiices 
which  I  mention  here,  to  fhew  die  inconveniencies  under 
which  I  laboured,  both  wi^  regard  to  my  citations  and  my 
criticifms.  Thefe  fcahty  materials,  however,  contained  iuffi-- 
cient  evidence  to  convince  me,  that  the  pieces  were  not  genuine* 

The  entire  and  accurate  colledion  of  Rowlie's  now  Wd'be- 
fore  the'  public,  has  been  fb  little  inftrumental  in  inducing  me 
to  change  my  opinion,  that  it  has  ferved  to  exemplify  and  con- 
£rm  eveiyjar^ufDj^nt  which  I  have  produced  in  fupport  of  my 
^        •  '  i  '2  "  fufpicion* 
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fofpicions  of  an  impofidon.     It  has  likewife  afforded  fome  new 
proofs/ 

Thofc  who  have  been  convcrfant  in  the  works  even  of  the 
bcft  of  our  old  Englifli  poets,  well  know,  that  one  of  their 
leading  charadteriftics  is  inequality.  In  thefe  writers,  fplendid 
defcription^,  ornamental  comparifons,  poetical  images,  and  ftri- 
king  thoughts,  occur  but  rarely  :  for  many  pages  together,  they 
-are  tedious,  profaic,  and  unintorefting.  On  the  contrary,  the 
poems  before  us  are  every  where  fupported  :  they  are  through- 
put, poetical  and  animated.  They  have  ho  imbecillities  of  ftyle 
or  fentiment.  Our  old  EngliQi  bards  abound  in  unnatural  con* 
ceptions,  ftrange  imaginations,  and  evea  the  moft  ridiculout 
abfurdities.  But  Rowlie*s  poems  prefent  us  with  no  incon*- 
gruous  combinations^  no  mixture  of  manners,  inftitutions,  cuf^ 
toms,  and  characters.  They  appear  to  have  been  compofed  after 
ideas  of  difcrimination  had  taken  place;  and  \yhen  even  common 
writers  had  begun  to  conceive,  on  moft  fubjedts,  with  precifion 
and  propriety.  There  are  indeed,  in  the  Battle  op  Hast- 
ings, fome  great  anaditonifms ;  and  practices  are  mentioned 
which  did  not  exift  till  afterwards.  But  thefe  are  fuch  incon« 
fiiftelicies,  as  proceeded  from  fraud  as  well  as  ignorance :  they  are 
inch  as  no  old  poet  could  have  p/offibly  fallen  into,  and  which  only 
betray  an  anikilfbl  imitadon  of  antient  manners.  The  veries  df 
tjyd^tt  ami  his  itntnediate  fucceflbrs  are  often  rugged  and  iin« 
^tffital !  but  RowHe's  poct;y,  fbftjnn*  one  uniform  tone  of  har* 
fttdityi  iflid,  if 'we  btttfh  aifray  tht  a§)critie4  of  the  antiquated 
ipdlingy  conveys  ifs  rtiltiyaterf  linage^  in  a  pbliflied  and  agree- 
able ftrain  of  verfificatiott.  iChattArton  fcttni  to  have  thought, 
tiiat  the  diftinaion  of  old  from  modern  poetrfr  confifted  only  in 
%fae  tife  o(  old  words.  In  counterfeiting  th6  coins  of  a  rude 
age,  he  did  not  forget  the  lifbal  application  of  ^artificial  ruft: 
"but  this  dii^ife  was  not  ftffficient  to  conceal  the  elegance  of 
the  workmanship. 

The  Battle  of  HASTrNos,  juft  mentioned,  might  be 
proved  to  be  a  pdpable  fbrgery  for  many  other  itdbiii.    It  is 

^d 
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ikfd  to  be  tranflated  from  the  Saj^on  of  Torgot.  But  Turgor 
died  in  ioi5>  and  the  battle  of  Hailings  was  fought  in  io66. 
We  ti-ill,  however,  allow,  that  Turgot  lived  in  the  reign  of 
the  Conqueror.  But,  on  that  fuppofltion,  is  it  not  eJttraor- 
dinary,  that  a  cotemporary  writer  (hould  mention  no  circum-^ 
A&nces  x)f  this  adion  which  we  did  not  know  before,  and  which 
tvc  not  to  be  found  in  Malmfbuiy,  Ordericus  Vitalis,  and  othei' 
anticnt  chroniclers?  Efpecially  as  Ttirgot's  defcriptiori  of  this 
battle  was  profeiTedly  a  detached  and  feparate  performsince,  and 
at  leaft,  on  that  account,  would  be  niinute  and  circumilantial« 
An  original  and  a  cotemporary  writer,  defbribing  this  battle, 
would  not  only  have  told  us  fomething  new,  but  Would  other- 
Wife  have  been  full  of  particularities*  The  poet  before  us  dwells 
on  incidents  common  to  all  battles,  and  fuch  as  were  ea(i]ly  to 
be  had  ffx>m  Pope's  Homer.  We  nw^  add,  that  this  piece 
not  only  dete<£ts  itfelf,  but  demonf^fates  the  fjiurioufnefs  of  all 
the  reft.  Chatterton  himfelf  allowed  the  fifrft  part  of  it  to  be  fl 
forgery  of  his  own.  The  fecond  part,  from  what  has  been 
laid,  could  not  be  genuine.  And  he  who  could  Write  the 
jfecond  part  was  able  to  Write  every  line  in  thfe  Whole  colltftion; 
But  while  I  am  fpeakirig  of  this  poeihi  1  c&nriot  help  expofing 
the  futility  of  an  argument  which  has  been  trbught  as  a  dec!* 
five  evidence  of  its  originality.  It  is  urged,  that  the  iianies  bf 
the  chiefs  who  accompanied  the  Gohqueror,  cot-re(J>bnd  with 
the  Roll  of  Battle- Abbey.  ^  As  if  ftimoderh  forger  could  not 
havfe  fteA  this  verie!;aWe  l-ecord.  BUt,  tinfortunateljr^  it  is 
printed  lA  Hollinfhead's  Chronicle. 

It  is  faid  that  Chatterton,  on  afccount  of  his  youth  land  tdtt^ 
cationi  could  not  Write  thefe  poctns.  This  may  be  trutei  but 
It  is  no  proof  that  they  are  not  foi-ged/  Who  was  their  autfioi»^ 
^  the^  hypothdis  that  Rowlifc  was  not,  is  a  neW  and  aftotlhfei' 
queftion.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  thtt  it  Was  Ghattertdn; 
For  if  we  attend  only  to  fome  of  the  pieces  tiow  eitant  in  a 
periodical  magazine,  which  he  publiffaed  under  his  owh  fijj^ 
iMtui<  and  whkh  ait  eoa^sfibdly  of  hia  tcmj^&Htin,  to  his 

letters 


EMENDATIONS  and  ADDITIONS.  Y^l.  II.. 

letters  now  remaining  in  manufcript»  and  to  the  teflimony  of 
thofe  that  were  acquainted  with  bis  converfation^  hfi  will  .appear, 
to  have  been  a  fingular  indancQ  of  a  prematurity  qf  abilities'; 
to  have  acquired  a  (lore  of  general  i;iformation  far,4sxqej:ding  his 
yearst  and  to  have  poOefled  (hat  compr^heniipn  oC  mind»  and 
activity  of  underftanding,  whiiqh  predominated  over  his  fitua- 
tions  in  life»  and  his  opportunities  of  inilruftion.  Some  of  his 
publications  in  the  magazines  dUcoyer  alfo  bis  propeniity  to 
forgery^  and  more  particularly,  in  the  walk^of  antient  man- 
ners, which  feem  greatly  to  have ,  ftruck  his  imagination « 
Thefe,  among  others^  areExHELGAR^  a  Saxon  poem  in  proie  ; 
Kenrick,  tranjlated  from  the  Saxon  %  Cerdicr,  franjlated 
from  the  Saxon;  Godred  CRoyAN»  ^.Poem^  cov^pofedjfy  Dotb^ 
nel  Syrric  king  of  the  ijle  of  Mam  The  HirlaSj  eompofed  by 
Bfytbyn^  prince  of  North  fTa/es ;  ^Gothmvud^  tranjlated  from 
the  Saxon;  Anecdote  of  Chaucer^  and  of  the  Antiquity; 
of  Christmas  Games.  The  latter  piece^  in  which  he  quotes 
a  regifter  of  Keinfham  nunner  Vj  which  was  a  priory  of  Black 
canons,  and  advances  many  imaginary  fa&s,  ftrongly  ihews  his 
^ack  of  reading,  and  his  fondnefs  for  antiquarian  imagery. ,  I(| 
this  monthly  coUeAion  he  inferted  ideal  drawings  of  fix  achieve- 
ments of  Saxon  heraldry,  of  an  inedited  coin  of  queen  Sex- 
burgeo,  wife  of  king  Kinewalch,  and  of  a  Saxon  amulet ;  with 
explanations  equally  fantaftic  and  arbitrary*  From  Rowlic's 
pretended  parchments  he  produced  feveral  heraldic  delineations. 
He  alfo  exhibited  a  draught. by  Rowlie  of  Briftol  caftle  in  its 
perfect  ftate.  I  very  much  doubt  if  this  fortrefs  was  not  almoft 
totally  ruinous  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fourth.  This 
draught,  however,  was  that  of  an  edifice  evidently  fiditious. 
It  was  exceedingly  ingenious;  but  it  was  the  reprefentation  of  a 
building  which  never  exifted,  in  a  capricious  and  afieded  %le 
of  Gothic  architedure,  reducible  to  no  period  or  fyftem. 
r  To  the  whole  that  is  here  fuggefted  on  this  fubjed,  let  us 
add  Chatterton's  inducements  and  qualifications  for  forging 
tbfsie  ppems,  arifing  froni  his  charadQr,  and  way  of  living.  He 

was 
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was  an  adventurer^  a  profeiTed  hireling  in  the  trade  of  Utera- 
ture,    full   of   projects   and   inventions,    artful,    enterprifing, 
unprincipled,  indigent,  and  compelled  to  fubfifl:  by  expedients. 
Pag.  165.  To  Not.  \  Add,  ''  In  the  Britifli  Mufeum,  there: 
is  a  poem  entitled,  "  A  Cristemasse  Game  made  by  maijier 
«*  Benet  bowe  God  Almygbty  feyde  to  bis  apojielys  and  ecbeon  of 
**  tbem  were  baptifie  and  none  knew  of  otbtr''   The  piece  confifts 
of  twelve  flanzas,   an  apoftle  being  afligned  to  each  flanza* 
Probably  maifier  Benet  is  Benedidt  Burgh.  MSS.  Harl.  7333* 
This  is  faint  Paul's  ftanza. 

DoAour  of  gentiles,  a  perfite  Paule, 
By  grace  convertid  from  thy  grete  erroure. 
And  cruelte,  changed  to  Paule  from  Saule, 
Of  fayth  and  trouth  moft  perfyte  prechoure, 
Slayne  at  Rome  undir  thilke  emperoure 
Curfyd  Nero,  Paule  fyt  down  in  thy  place 
To  the  ordayned  by  purveaunce  of  grace. 

Pag.  169.  To  Not,  ".  Add,  «•  In  Bennet  collec^e  library^ 
there  is  a  copy  of  the  French  Cato  by  Helis  of  Winchefter^ 
MSS.  ccccv.  24.  fol.  317.  It  is  entitled  and  begins  thus.  Les 
Dijiicbes  Morales  de  C  a  T  o  n  mifes  en  vers  par  Helis  de 
Guynceftre. 

Ki  vout  faver  la  faitement 
Ki  Catun  a  fun  fiz  a  prent. 
Si  en  Latin  nel  fet  entendre, 
Jci  le  pot  en  rumainz"  aprendre. 
Cum  Hells  de  Guynceftre 
Ki  deu  met  a  fe  deftre 
La  tranllate  ii  fatemente. 

Cod.  membran.  4*%    The  tranfcript  is  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 
4U17.  Compare  Verdier,  Bibl.  Franc,  torn.  iii.  p.  288.  edit. 

''^*lBroflum€».   laFrebctt;  ' 

1772. 
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1772.  In  tbo  Latin  Chronicle  of  of  Anonymus  Salcrnltanus, 
vrittcn  about  the  year  900^  the  writer  mentions  a  defcription  ia 
Latin  verfe  of  the  palace  of  the  city  of  Salemot  but  laments 
that  it  was  rendered  illegible  through  length  of  time :  '<  Nam 
^f  fi  unam  paginam  fuilTemus  nadti^  comparare  illos  [verfus] 
^<  profe^  potuiiTemus  Maroni  in  voluminihus,  Catoniqjte^ 
^,five  ptoftfidtQ  aliis  Sopbi/iis.'*  cap.  xxviii.  col.  195.  B^  torn.  ii. 
P.  iL  ScRiPTOR.  Rer.  Ital.  Mediolan.  1726. 

Pag.  173^  To  Not.  ».  Add,  "  But  the  fame  lines  occur  in 
the  Prologue  to  Hampole's  Speculum  Vita,  or  MiRRouR  of 
Life,  as  it  has  been  called,  written  about  the  year  1350.  [See 
MSS.  BoDL.  48.  p.  47.  a.  Bibl.  Bodl.  And  ibid.  MSS. 
Langb.  5.  p.  64.]  From  which,  that  thofe  who  have  leifure 
and  opportunity  may  make  a  farther  comparifon  of  the  two 
Prologues,  I  will  tranicribe  a  few  more  dull  lines, 

Latytt^%f  I  trq'jve,  canne  nane 

Bot  thafe  that  it  of  fcole  hane  tane, 

Som  canne  franies  and  latyn 

That  hanes  vfed  cQvrte  and  dwelled  theryn. 

And  fom  canne  o  /atyn,  a  party 

That  canne^tf»/(&r, bot. fdbely,  .  . 

And  {om  v:ndcr(Undcs  in  i^^^ 

That  canne  nother  latyn  nefranfys, 

Bot  lered  and  lewed  aide,  and  younge 

All  vnderftandes  ingl^ffcbe  tounge  : 

Thare  fore  I  h^dt  it  n\a{le  iyker  thon 

To  fchew  that  langagc  that  ilk  a  man  konne. 

And  for  all  lewed^en  namely 

Thet  can  no  maner  of  clei^^y. 

To  kenne  thanne  wha|;  wai^mafte  nede, 

Ffor  clerkes  canne  bathe  (e  and  rede,  &c. 

Thib  pbcmi  confiftinjj  of  mtoy  thoufand  verfes,  begins  with 
the  fpiritbal^ advantages  of  the  Lord^s  Prayer,  of  its  {tvzn  pe* 
titions,  their  effeds^  2^^  ffifi^   Afi^a^%,  with  the  feven  Beati- 

tudest 
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tudes,  and  their  rewards.  [See  fupr.  vol.  i.  p.  265.  Not.  *«] 
Thefe  are  the  two  concluding  lines. 

To  whylk  biyflc  he  vs  brjmg 

That  on  the  crofle  for  V8  all  wolde  hyng. 

This  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  tranflation  from  a  Latin  trad^  after* 
wards  printed  at  Cologne^  1536.  fol.  But  it  may  be  doubted, 
whether  Hampole  was  the  tranflator.  It  is>  Jiowever»  mofl 
probably  of  the. fourteenth  century. 

Pag.  189.  To  1.  22.  Adid  this  Note,  **  The  paffion  for  ver- 
fifying  every,  thing  was  carried  to  fuch  a  heighth-in  the  middle 
ages,  that  before  the  year  1300,  Juftinian's  Inftitutes,  and  the 
code  of  French  jurifprudence,  were  tranflated  into  French 
.rhymes.  There  is  a  very  antient  edition  of  this  work,  without 
date,  place,  or  typographer,  faid  to  be  correfted,  par  plufieurs 
doSleurs  zndifouverains  legijies,  in  which  are  thefe  lines, 

J' ay,  par  parefle,  demour^ 
Trop  longuement  a  commencer 
Pour  Inftitutes  romancer^ 

See  Menage,  Obs.  fur  le  Lang.  Fr.  P.  prem.  ch.  3.  Verdler 
and  La  Croix,  iii.  428.  iv.  i6o.  554.  560.   Bibl.  Fr.  edit. 

1773- 
Pag.  191.  To  Not.  •.  ABDt  *•  Another  proof- which  afcer* 

tains  this  reading  of  the  controverted  paflage  in  Hamlet,  oc« 

curs  in  the  romance  of  Morte  Arthur.    When  fir  Lancelot 

was  dying,  <^  whan  he  was  bcwfekd  and  enehd^  and  had  all  that 

^*  a  cryfien  man  ought  to  have,  he  praid  the  bifhop,  that  his 

•*  felowes  might  bearc  his'bodie  unto  Joyous  Garde,   &c.-' 

B.  xxi.  cap.  xii. 

Pag.  i^.  To  Not.  ^.  Add,  *<  T^efe  highly  painted  infernal 
puni(hment9,  and  joys  of  Paradife,  ^e  not  the  invention  of  the 
author  of  the  Kalsndrier.    They  are  taken,  both  from  M. 

Vol.  II.  k  Paris 
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Paris,  and  from  Henry  of  Saltry's  Defcription  of  faint  Patrick's 
Purgatory,  written  in  1140,  and  printed  by  Meffingham  in 
his  Florilegium  Insulje  Sanctorum,  &c."  Paris,  1624. 
foL  cap.  vi.  &c.  p.  10 1.  See  Bibl.  BodL  MSS.  Bodl.  550. 
[See  vol.  ii.  p.  298.]  Meffingham  has  connefted  the  two  ac- 
counts of  M.  Paris  and  H.  de  Sal  try,  with  fome  interpolations 
of  his  own.  This  adventure  appears  in  various  manufcripts. 
No  fubjed  could  have  better  fuited  the  devotion  and  the  credu- 
lity of  the  dark  ages. 

Pag.  200.  Notes,  col.  2.  1.  31.  Add,  **To  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  the  fixth  we  may  alfo  refer  a  poem  written  by  one  Ri- 
chard Sellyng,  whofe  name  is  not  in  any  of  our  biographers. 
MSS.  Harl.  f.  38.  a.  It  is  entitled  and  begins  thus,  Evukm 
to  be  ware  and  gode  covnfayle  made  now  late  by  that  bonovrabk 
fyuier  Richard  Sellyng. 

Loo  this  is  but  a  fymple  tragedlc^ 
Ne  thing  lychc  un  to  hem  of  Lumbard}j;e, 
Which  that  Storax  wrote  unto  Pompeie, 
Sellyng  maketh  this  in  his  manere. 
And  to  John  Shirley  now  fent  it  is 
Ffor  to  amende  where  it  is  amiffe. 

He  calls  himfelf  an  old  man*  Of  this  bonovrabk  fquier  I  caa 
give  no  further  account.  John  Shirley;  here  mentioned,  Uved 
about  the  year  1440.  He  was  a  gentlenutn  of  good  family^, 
and  a  great  traveller.  He  coUeded,  and  tranfcribed  in  fevend 
volumes,  which  John  Stowe  had  ieen,  many  pieces  of  Chaucer, 
Lydgate,  and  odier  Enghih  poets.  In  the  Afl^molean  Mufeunb 
there  is,  A  boke  cleped  tie  AbflraSle  Brevyare  compyled  of  divers 
balades,  roundels^  virilays^  tragedyes^  envoys^  cofnplainttt  moroHr 
ties,  Jioryest  proElyJed  and  eke  devyfed  and  ymagined,  as  it  Jbewetb 
herefolhwyng^  colleSted  by  John  Shirley.  MSS.  89.  ii.  In  Tho- 
xdby's  library  was  a  manuicript,  once  belonging  to.  the  coUegp 

-  of 
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of  Sclby,  A  moft  pyteous  crony cle  of  thorribil  dethe  of  James 
StewardCf  late  iynge  of  Scotys^  nought  long  agone  prifoner  yn  Eng^ 
lande  yn  the  tymes  of  the  kynges  Henry  the  fifte  and  Henry  the 
Jhcte^  tranjlated  out  of  Latine  into  oure  mothers  Englijhe  tong  hi 
your fmple fubjeH  John  Shirley.  Alfo,  T!he  boke  clepyd  Lcs  bones 
meures  tranjlated  out  of  French  by  your  bumble  ferviture  John 
Shirley  of  London^  mccccxl,  comprifed  in  v  partes,  ^he  firfte 
partie  fpekith  of  remedie  that  is  ag(^nft  the  fevyn  deadly  Jins. 
z.  ^he  efiate  of  holy  church.  3.  Of  prynces  and  lordes  temper  all. 
4.  Of  comone- people.  5.  Of  deth  and  univerfal  dome.  Alfo,  his 
Tranilation  of  the  San6tum  Sandtorum,  &c.  Ducat.  Leod. 
p.  530.  A  prefcrver  of  Chaucer's  and  Lydgate's  works  deierved 
thefe  notices.  The  late  Mr.  Ames,  the  induflrious  author  of 
the  History  of  Printing,  had  in  his  poffeflion  a  folio  vo- 
lume of  Englifh  Ballads  in  manufcript,  compofed  or  collected 
by  one  John  Lucas  about  the  year  1450. 

Pag.  204.  Add  to  the  Note,  «*  The  moft  fplendid  fpeftaclc 
of  this  fort  which  occurs  in  hiftory,  at  leaft  fo  early  as  the  four- 
teenth century,  is  defcribed  by  Froiffart,  who  was  one  of  the 
fpcdators.  It  was  one  of  the  (hews  at  the  magnificent  entrance 
of  queen  Ifabell  into  Paris,  in  the  year  1389.  The  ftory  is 
from  the  crufade  againft  Saladin.  I  will  give  the  paflage  from 
lord  Berners*s  Tranflation,  printed  by  Pinfon  in  1523.  "  Than 
«^  after,  under  the  mynfter  of  the  Trinyte,  in  the  ftrete,  there 
"  was  a  ftage,  and  therupon  a  caftell.  And  along  on  the  ftagc 
**  there  was  ordeyned  the  Passe  op  kyno  Salhadyn,  and 
/^  all  their  dedes  in  Perfonages  :  the  criften  men  on  the  one 
"  parte,  and  the  Sarazins  on  the  other  parte.  And  there  was, 
««  in  Perfonages,  all  the  lordes  of  name  that  of  olde  tyme  haddc 
•*  ben  armed,  and  had  done  any  feates  of  armes  at  the  Passe 
•*  OF  Salhadyne,  and  were  armed  with  fuche  armure  as  they 
^  than  ufed.  And  thanne,  a  lyttel  above  them,  there  was  in 
•*  Perfonages  the  Frenche  kyngc  and  the  twelve  Peeres  of 
*^  Fraunce  armed,  with  the  blafbn  of  their  armes.     And  whan 

k  2  ^*  the 
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'  the  Frenchc  quents  lyttcr  was  come  before  this  ftage,  (he 
^  refted  there  a  fcafon.  Thennc  the  Pcrfonagcs  on  the  ftage 
V  of  kynge  Rychard  departed  fro  his  company,  and  wentc  to 

*  the  Frenche  kynge,  and  dcmaunded  lycence  to  go  and  affayle 

*  the  Sarazins;  and  the  kynge  gave  hym  [them]  leave.  Thannc 
kynge  Rycharde  retourned  to  his  twelve  companyons.  Thannc 
they  all  fette  them  in  order^  and  incontynente  wente  and 
aflayled  Salhadyne  ^nd  the  Sarazins.  Then  in  fporte  there 
Teemed  a  great  bataile,  and  it  endured  a  good  fpace.     This 

^  pageaunt  was  well  regarded."  Cron.  tom.  ii.  c.  56.  foL 
clxxii.  col.  i.  By  the  two  kings,  he  means  FhlUp  of  Fran^^ 
and  our  king  Richard  the  firft,  who  were  jointly  engaged  in 
this  expedition.  It  is  obfervable,  that  the  fuperiority  is  here 
given  to  the  king  of  France. 

Pag.  212.  Notes,  col.  i.  To  1.  2.  Add,  *'  In  the  Bodleian 
manufcript  (Bodl.  638.)  this  poem^  with  manifeft  impropriety, 
is  entitled  the  Temple,  of  Bras.  It  there  appears  in  the  midft 
of  many  of  Chaucer*s  poems.  But  at  the  end  are  two  poems 
by  Lydgate,  The  Chaunse  of  the  Dyse,  and  Ragmamy's 
Roll.  And,  I  believe,  one  or  two  more  of  Lydgate's  poems 
are  intermixed.  It  is  a  mifcellany  of  old  Englifh  poetry^  chiefly 
by  Chaucer :  but  none  of  the  pieces  are  refpedtively  diftin^ 
guifhed  with  the  author's  name.  This  manufcript  is  partly  oa 
paper  and  partly  on  vellum,  and  feems  to  have  been  written  not 
long  after  the  year  1 500. 

Pag.  241.  1.  2.  For  "  1494,"  Read  ^  1470.'* 
Ibid.  1.  II.  For  «  1497,"  Rbad  "  1488."  And  Add  thi^ 
Note,  *•  With  this  title,  •«  Sebaftiani  Brandt  Navis  Stulti- 
*f  FER  A  Mortalium,  a  vernaculo  ac  vulgari  fcrmone  in  Latinum 
^*  confcripta,  per  Jacobum  Lochjbr  cognomine  Philomufum: 
<>*  Suevum  cum  figuris.  Per  Jacobum  Zachoni  de  Romano, 
•'  anno  1488."  ^'\  In  the  colophon,  it  is  faid  to  have  been 
jampridem  traduSia  from  the  Gennaa  original  by  Locher ;  and 
that  this  Latin  tranjQatioit  waa  levifed.  by  the  inventor  Brandt, 

with 
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with  the  addition  of  many  n€W  FooLSr  A  fccdnd  edition  of 
Locher's  Latin  was  printed  at  Paris,  in  1498.  4'%  There  is  ap 
French  profe  tranflatioii  by  Jeban  Drottyn,  at  Lyons,  1498.  foL 
In  the  royal  Kbrary  at  Paris,  there  is  ^  curious  copy  of  Barklay's 
Englifti  Ship  of  Folys,  by  Pinfon^  on  vellum,  with  the  Wopd^; 
cuts :  a  rarity  not,  I  believe,  to  be  found  in  England. 

Ibid.  To  Not.  ^.  Add,  "  In  verfe.  From  which  the  French 
pr6fe  tf anfiation  was  made  the  next  ye^&r . 

Pag.  247.  To  the  end  of  Not.  *.  Airp,  ^'  Bkhof)  Akock'« 
Castel  op  Labours  was  tranflated  int6  EnglHh  from  ft 
French  poem  by  Odtavien  de  S.  Gelais,  a  biffaop^  and.  an  emi- 
nent tranflator  of  the  dailies  into  French  at  the  refloration  of 
learning.  Viz.  "  Lc  Chaste Au  de  Labo.ur  en  rime  fran- 
^^  9oife,  auq^uel  eft  contenu  Tadrefle  de  riches  et  chemin  de 
•*  pauvret^,  par  OiSlavien  de  S,  Gehis,  &c.  Paris;  Gallyot  du 
^<  Pre,  1556.  x6"^."  Our  higheft  effotfS  of  pocfty  at  thift  pe- 
riod were  tranilations  from  ^  Ffench.  Thi^i .  fis^  pf  S.  Oc^ 
iais  was  alfo  tranflated  into  Englifh  rhymes  by  one  Done,  .or  do^ 
minus,  James:  the  fame  perhaps  who  made  the  following  ver- 
fion,  «*  Here  begynneth  the  Orcharde  op  Syon  :  in  the 
«*  which  is  contayned  the  revelation  of  fayht  Catherixie  of  Sene^ 
«•  with  ghoftly  fruytes  and  prefyous  plantes  for  the  jiehhe  of 
"  mannes  foule.  Tranflated  by  Dane  janKS.  Prynfted  at  the 
^*  coft  of  mafter  Richard  Sutton  efquyre,,  Stewarde  of  the  mo- 
**  nafterie  of  Syon,  1519."  For  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  in  folio^ 
with  fine  Gothic  cuts  in  v^ood.  This  Mafier  Richard  Sutton, 
fteward  of  the  opulent  monaftery  of  Si^n  hear  London,^  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Brafenofe  coUege  \vt  Oxford. 

Pag.  258.  Add.  to  Not.  '.  **  The  prefcnts  at  this  marriage 
afcertain  a  doubtful  ceasing  in  Chaucer,  vik  ^^  Un  Mauc«£ 
**  pr.  ccc  livr. — It.  un  richc  nouchb. — Un  houghs  piriz  xld 
^>  cynk  centz  marcz.'' — In  the  CLSRitt's  I^alb,^  Grifikie  hd| 
a  crown  ^^  i\^d[  ouchis^  grete  and*  finate^"  iTlk  la|o  editor  ai> 
quaints  us,  that  the  beft  manufcripc&fead;A@tf^;6i^i«^Ia  ^  fame 

Note, 
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Note,  For  **  a  golden  cup,  Read  "  a  collar  of  gold,"  colere 
d'ar. 

Pag.  288.  Add  to  Not. ".  **  In  Chaucer's  Cuckowe  and 
Nightingale,  the  latter  is  faid  to  grede,  v.  i^^. 
F-  544-  Urr. 

And  that  for  that  fkil  ocy  ocy  I  grede. 

That  is,  /  cry.  Ital.  Gruiare.  The  word  is  ufed  with  more 
propriety,  in  Adam  Davie's  Gest  of  Alexander,  written 
in  13x2.  fol.  ^^.  col.  2.    [See  fupr.  i.  220.] 

Averil  is  meory,  and  longith  the  day. 

Ladies  loven  folas  and  play,  ' 

Swaynes  juftis,  knyjtis  turnay, 

Syngith  the  nygtyngale,  gredeth  the  Jay. 

Pag.  289.  Add  this  Note,  *«  In  the  laft-mentioned  excellent 
old  poem.  Autumn  is  touched  with  thefe  circumilances.  fol.  95/ 
col.  2. 

In  tyme  of  herveft  merry  it  is  ynouz, 

Peres  and  apples  hongeth  on  bouz. 

The  hayward  bloweth  his  home. 

In  cverych  feldc  ripe  is  come. 

The  grapes  hongen  on  the  vyne, 

Swete  is  trewc  love  and  fyne ; 

Kyng  Alifaunder  a  morowe  arift. 

The  fonne  dryveth  away  the  mift, 

Fforth  he  went  farrc  into  Ynde 

Moo  mervayles  for  to  fynde. 

Pag.  299.  To  the  firft  Note  Add,  **  There  is  a  manufcript. 
Of  a  knight,  called  Sir.Oweyn,  vifiting  faint  Patrick's  Purga-^ 
tory,  Bibl.  Bodl.  MSS.  Bodl.  550.  MSS.  Cott.  Nero.  A.  vii.  4.* 
[See  ad  p.  1 99.]  This  piece  was  written  by  Henry,  a  Ciftercian  monk 
of  Saltry  in  Hontingtonihire.  See  T.  Meffingham,  Florileg. 

p.  86. 
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p.  86.  feq.  In  the  Catalogue  of  the  library  of  Sion  monaftery, 
which  contained  fourteen  hundred  volumes,  in  Bennet  library^ 
it  is  falfely  attributed  to  Hugo  de  Salterei*.  MSS.  C.  C*  C.  C. 
xLi.  The  French  have  an  antient  fpiritual  romance  on  this  fa- 
vorite expedition,  fo  fertile  of  wonders,  entitled,  •«  Le  Voyage 
"  du  Puys  Saint  Patrix,  auquel  lieu  on  voit  les  peines  du  Pur- 
•*  gatoire  et  aufli  les  joyes  de  Paradis,  Lyon,  1506.  4*%" . 

Pag.  342.  Notes,  col.  2.  1.  13.  Add,  "  Boccacio  bqrrowcd 
the  ftory  of  Titus  and  Gefippus  from  the  Gesta  JRomano- 
NUM,  or  from  Alphonfus,  Fab.  ii.  There  is. another  Latin 
hiflory  of  thefe  two  friends,  probably  a  .tr^nflation  fron^  Boc- 
cacio  by  Fr.  M.  Bandeljo,  and  printed  at  Milan  in  1509.  Aiv 
exceedingly  fcarcc  book.  "  Titi  Romani  ct  Hegefippi  Athe* 
f '  nienfis  Hiftoria  in  Latinum  verfa  per  Fr.  Mattheum  Bandel* 
V  lum  Caftronovenfeoi.  MbdiolanIj^  Apud  GotarddePontej, 
^^  1509.  4^'^ 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out  another  fource  o£ 
Bopcacio's  Tales.  Friar  Philip's  ftory  of  the?  Goose,  or  of 
the  Young  Man  who  had  never  feen  a  Woman,  in  the  P/ologuc 
to  the  fourth  day  of  the  Decameron,  is  taken  fronv  ^  fpiri- 
tual romance,  called  the  History  of  Bahjlaam  ai<d  Josa- 
PH  AT.  This  fabulous  narrative,  in  which  Barlaam  is  a  hermit 
and  Jofaphat  a  king  of  India,  is  fuppofedtjto  have  been  origi- 
nally written  in  Greek  by  Johannes  Damafc^nus;  ;Thc  Greek  ig 
DO  uncommon  manufcript.  See  MSS.  Laud.  C.  72.  It  was 
from  the  old  Latin  tranflation,  which  is  inehtiohed  by  Vincent 
of  Beavais,  that  it  became  a  favorite  in  the  dark  ages.  The 
Latin,  which  is  alfo  a  common  manufcript,  was  printed  Co  early 
as  the  year  1470.  It  has  often  appeared  in  French^  A  modera 
Latin  verfion  was  publifhed  at  Paris  in  i  ^yj.  The  legendary 
hiftorians,  who  believed  every  thing,,  and  eyen.Baronius,  have 
placed  Barlaam  and  Jofaphat  in  their  catalogues  of  confeiTours^ 
Saint  Barlaam  and  faint  Jofaphat  occur  in  the  MsTRi^i^i. 
Lives  or  the  Saints*^  MSS.  Bqdl*  7?.*  fol.  3t88.  b.;    Tbii 

hiftory 
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hifloiy  feems  to  have  been  compofed  by  an  oriental  Chriftian : 
and^  in  feme  manufcriptSi  is  faid  to  have  been  brought  by  a 
monk  of  faint  Saba  into  the  holy  city  from  Ethiopia.  Among 
the  Baroccian  manufcripts  there  is  an  Offics  in  Greek  for 
thefe  two  fuppofed  faints.  Cod.  xxi. 

Pag.  357.  To  Not.  •.  Add,  ««  Thefe  are  the  only  editions  I 

have  feen  ofCocciae's  work.     De  Bure  fays^  the  firft  edition 

.  was  in  i^ry.  Sec  his  curious  eatalogufc  of  Poetes  Latins  modemes 

Jacefieux,   ^ulgairement  appelks  Macaroniqubs.    Bibl.  Im« 

STRUCT.    Bel.  Lett.  torn.  i.  §.  6.  p.  445.  feq. 

Ibid.  Dele  Not.  ^  And  Insert,  ^^  I  believe  one  of  the 
moft'popular  of  Arena's  Macaronic  poemsj  is  his  Mjcigra 
EMUrprifa  Catthqui  Imperatoris^^  printed  at  Avignon  vx  1537.  It 
is  an  ingenious  pafquinade  on  Charles  the  fifdi's  expedition  into 
Frafice.  The  date  of  the  Macaronic  Mifcellany^  in  various  lan« 
guages^  entitledi  Macharonea  varia,  and  printed  in  the 
Gothic  charaAer,  without  place^  is  not  known.  The  authors 
are  anonymous  1  and  fome  c^  the  pieces  are  little  comedies  in* 
tended  for  reprefentation.  There  is  a  Macaronic  poem  in  hen*- 
meters,  called  Polemo-Middinia  by  Drummond  oi  Haw- 
thomden,  printed  with  Notes,  and  a  preface  on  this  Ipecies  of 
poetry,  by  Gibfon  at  Oxford,  1691.  4**. 

Pag.  358.  Add  to  the  laft  Note,  •*  Friar  Tuck  is,  however, 
mentioned  in  Skelton's  play  of  Maoniticence.  f.  5.  b« 

Another  bade  (have  halfe  my  berde. 
And  boyes  to  the  pylery  gan  me  plucke. 
And  wolde  have  made  me  freer  tucks 
To  preche  outc  of  the  pylery  hole. 

Pag.  363.  After  the  laft  fentence.  Insert,  "  The  only  copy 
of  Skclton's  moral  comedy  of  Magnificence  now  remain* 
U2g>  printed  by  Raftal,  without  date  in  a  thin  folio,  has  been 
moft  obligingly  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Garrick;  whofe 

valuable 
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valuable  coUedion  of  old  Plays  is  alone  a  complete  hiftory  of 
our  ftage.  The  firft  leaf  and  the  title  are  wanting.  It  contains 
fixty  folio  pages  in  the  black  letter^  and  muft  have  taken  up  a 
very  confiderable  time  in  the  reprefentation.  [See  p.  336.  fupr.] 
The  fubihnde  of  the  allegory  is  briefly  this.  Magmificemcb 
becomes  a  dupe  to  his  fervants  and  favorites^  Fanfy^  Counterfet 
Countenance,  Crafty  Canvtyancep  ClofyJ  Co/ufion,  CourtJfy  Mu^ 
Jim,  and  Fofy.  At  length  he  is  ieized  and  robbed  by  Adverfyte^ 
by  whom  he  is  given  up  as  a  prifoner  to  Poverte.  He  is  next 
delivered  to  Dejpare  and  Mtfcbefe,  who  offer  him  a  knife  and 
a  hatter.  He  fnaitches  the  knife^  to  end  his  miferies  by  .fiabhiog 
himfelf ;  when  Good  Hope  and  Redreje  appear,  and  perfuade 
him  to  take  the  rubarbe  of  repentance  with  fome  goftfy  gumms^ 
and  a  few  drammes  of  devocym.  He  becomes  acquainted  with 
Circumjpeccyon,  and  Perjeverance,  follows  their  dire^ons,  and 
feeks  for  happinefs  in  a  ftate  of  penitence  and  contrition.  There 
is  fome  humour  here  and  there  in  thetdialogue,  but  the  allufions 
are  commonly  low.  The  poet  hardly  ever. aims  at  allegorical 
painting,  but  the  the  figure  of  Poverty  is  thus  drawn,  foL 
xxiii.  a. 

A,  my  bonys  ake,  my  lymmys  be  fore> 

A  lafle  I  haue  the  cyatyca  full  euyll  in  my  hyppe^ 

A  lafTc  where  is  youth  that  was  wont  for  to  fkyppe  I 

I  am  lowfy^  and  vnlykynge,  and  full  of  fcur£^. 

My  coloure  is  tawny-coloured  as  a  turfFe : 

I  am  PovERTiE  that  all  men  doth  hate, 

I  am  baytyd  with  doggys  at  euery  mannys  gate : 

I  am  raggyd  and  rent,  as  ye  may  fe. 

Full  few  but  they  have  envy  at  me. 

Nowe  muft  I  this  carcafe  l3^t  up^ 

He  dyned  with  Delyte,  with  Poverte  he  muft  fup* 

The  ftage-diredion  then  is,  ^*  Hie  accedat  at  levandum  Mao- 

^<  NiFicENCE.'"    It  is  not  impofiible,  that  Despare  offering 

Vol.  II^  1  the 
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the  knife  and  the  halter,  might  give  a  diftant  hint  to  Spddier. 
The  whole  piece  is  ftrongly  marked  with  Skelton's  manner,  and 
contains  eveiy  fpecies  of  his  capricious  verfification  "•     I  have 
been  prolix  in  defcribing  thefe  two  dramas,  becaufe  they  place 
Skclton  in  a  clafs  in  which  he  never  has  yet  been  viewed^  that 
of  a  Dramatic  poet.    And  although  many  Moralities  were 
now  written,  yet  thefe  are  the  firft  that  bear  the  name  of  their 
author.     There  is  often  much  real  comedy  in  thefe  ethic  in- 
terludes, and  their  exemplifications  of  Virtue  and  Vice  in  the 
abflraA,  convey  flrokes  of  character  and  pictures  of  li£c  and 
manners.    I  take  this  opportunity  of  remarking,  that  a  Mo- 
rality-maker was  a  profeiTed  occupation  at  Paris.     Pierre 
Gringoire  is  called,  according  to  the  ftyle  of  his  age,  Compofi^ 
teur.  Hoarsen  et  FaQeur  de  Myjleres^  ou  Comedies^  in  which  he 
was  alfo  a  performer.    His  principal  piece,  written  at  the  com- 
mand of  Louis  the  twelfth,  in  confequence  of  a  quarrel  widi 
the  pope  and  the  ftates  of  Venice,  is  entitled,  Le  ]e\5  du  Prince 
de  Sots  et  Mere  Sotte,  joue  aux  Holies  de  Paris.     It  was  printed 
at  Paris  in  1511.    See  Monf.  TAbb^  Goujet,  Bibl.  FranCa 
torn.  xi.  p.  212. 

Pag.  372.  To  Not. "".  Add,  *'  The  author  of  this  Jewiih 
tragedy  feems  to  have  belonged  to  that  clafa  of  HcUcniftico- 
Judaic  writers  of  Alexandria,  of  which  was  the  author  of  the 
apocryphal  Book  of  Wisdom  :  a  work  originally  written  in 
Creek,  perhaps  in  metre,  full  of  allufions  to  the  Greek  poets 
and  cuftoms,  and  containing  many  le0bns  of  inflxucftion  and 
confolation  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  diflrefles  and  Situation  of 
the  Jews  after  their  difperfion. 

Pag,  375.  1.  6.  Add,  «'  The  tragedy  called  Julius  Cesar» 
and  two  comedies,  of  Jaques  Crevin,  a  learned  phyfician^  and 

•  C^unterfit  Countinanu  fays,  f.  vi.  a. 

But  nowe  wyll  I  — ->     . 

In  baftardi  rymc  of  doggrtU  gyfc 

Tell  you  where  of  my  name  doth  ryfe. 

an 
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an  cleont  poet,  of  France,  were  firft  adled  in  the  college  of 
Beauv;s  at  Paris,  in  the  years  1558  and  1560.  Bibl.  Verdier^ 
ut  fuf.  torn.  ii.  p.  284.  La  Croix  du  Maine,  i.  p.  415.  feq. 
Paj.  376.  To  Not.  ^.  Add,  *'  There  is  alfo  a  work  attri- 
butedto  Conradus  Celtes,  containing  fix  Latin  plays  in  imita* 
tion  3f  Terence,  under  this  title,  «*  Hrosvite,  illuftris  vir- 
«*  giiis  etMonialis  Germans,  Opera:  nempe,  Comoedi-^  sex 
*'  iV  -ffiMULATiONEM  TERENTii,  Ofto  Sacrx  HiftoriaB  ver- 
<<  fi)U8  compofitas,  necnon  Panegyricus,  &c.  Norinberg-^^ 
^*  Jib  privilegio  Sodalitatis  SocraticiTy  anno  1501.  fol." 


END    OF    EMENDATIONS    AND    ADDITIONS    IN    THE    FIRST 
AND    SECOND    VOLUME. 
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